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JESUS CHRIST THE SAME

Hebrews 13:8,9 (to ‘doctrines’);  Isaiah 32:2;  Psalm 84:5 - 12

Our sister whose death has drawn us together in view of her burial lived an amazingly long life.  Our lives, whatever the number of years we live, are made up of days.  It says of David that “he died in a good old age, full of days”, 1 Chron.29:28.  Each day is different.  What days there were in the lifetime of our sister!  She was born into days that were very, very difficult.  The First World War was just about to begin, and then there was the aftermath of that; she was born into a world of turmoil.  How changed the world has become in the days that she has lived, but she found solace in a Man, Jesus Christ the Same.  In these yesterdays in her life, she learned in her soul to put her confidence in Christ.  In the experience of being brought through trials – the sorrows of bereavement, the sorrows of health and the things that beset us in the pathway – she grew in confidence in Jesus, because He was the Same, whatever the days were.  These yesterdays brought confidence in Him.

Then we come to ‘today’.  We do not know what the days will bring forth, but whatever they are, there is confidence in Jesus Christ.  Our sister had learned Him as her Saviour, she had learned Him as her Priest; she had learned that whatever she needed, she could find it in Jesus, “yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages to come”.  She is entering into those things now, things that she long hoped for.  Her trust in Jesus was so great that she longed to be with Him.  Things here had faded because she knew a better hope; she knew that Someone had prepared a better place for her, the Man that we read of in Isaiah, the Man who is a hiding place from the wind.  The winds come in our lives, but our sister learned where to turn.  She was never blown away by them, she was never overwhelmed by them.  The winds came from different quarters, but she had a hiding place.  It is fine to have a hiding place in our lives, a place into which we can turn that is unchanging and unchangeable; the Man Christ Jesus, “a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the storm; as brooks of water in a dry place”.  Whatever was needed in each day, she could find it in this Man, Christ Jesus.

David had many experiences in his life.  His imperfections are drawn to our attention as well as his great deeds, his exploits, and it was so with our sister.  There are many days when we do not feel up to things, or may even get overcome, as David did, but he found a place where he could take refuge.  Sometimes it was in a cave, somewhere that he could never be reached.  Saul tried to get him there, but he could not reach him.  He was safe in the hiding place.  I trust we all know the hiding place, I trust we all know where to turn in these circumstances of life, somewhere that is sure and proved, where there are brooks of water.  The circumstances may seem dry, they may seem overwhelming, but there are “brooks of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock”.  That was a favourite word of David’s; in principle, Christ Jesus was his rock.  This word has come into popular expression in our time, but the only rock is Jesus.  The storms came upon Him; think of the trials of Gethsemane, think of the sorrows of facing death, but in it all, death had to bow to the Man Christ Jesus.  That is why our sister is now where she was longing to be, with Christ, which “is very much better”, Phil.1:23.

Then there are days when we are not only facing exercises and sorrows, not only looking for refuge and protection.  The psalm I read was written by the sons of Korah, persons who had no right to live because of their history.  That is true of us all.  We have forfeited our lives because of our history, we are sons of Adam’s race bound for death, but these sons of Korah wrote the most beautiful psalms, full of rejoicing in “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages to come”.  In Psalm 84, it says “They go from strength to strength”.  In the valley of Baca, our sister found Jesus Christ to be the Same.  He was the Man who had been proved in her history, in her life, in her links with the Saviour.  He was there in the valley of Baca, but then too He is in the house of God.  That was another day.  There are days of pressure, but there are days of great gladness.  It says “They go from strength to strength: each one will appear before God in Zion”.  Jehovah of hosts is our shield, then it says “For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand”.  The courts are always open, dear brethren.  That is a feature of the courts, they are always open, and you can go in at any time.  I trust you have a closet, where you can go in and shut the door, and find yourself alone with Jesus, the Man who is the Same, yesterday and today, and to the ages to come.  That is like a “day in thy courts”.  How bright those days are, better than a thousand; “I had rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God” than be in turmoil in a world of pressure.

May our hearts be encouraged.  Our lives are made up of days.  May our sister’s life and history be an encouragement to us, that we may prove that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and to the ages to come”.

Word at a burial meeting, Kirkcaldy

3 October 2013

R. Taylor


Scripture references

Hebrews 13:8-9 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come]. [9] Be not carried away with various and strange doctrines; for [it is] good that the heart be confirmed with grace, not meats; those who have walked in which have not been profited by [them].

Isaiah 32:2 (JND) [2] And a man shall be as a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the storm; as brooks of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land.

Psalms 84:5-12 (JND) [5] Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee, they, in whose heart are the highways. [6] Passing through the valley of Baca, they make it a well-spring; yea, the early rain covereth it with blessings. [7] They go from strength to strength: [each one] will appear before God in Zion. [8] Jehovah, God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob. Selah. [9] Behold, O God our shield, and look upon the face of thine anointed. [10] For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God, than dwell in the tents of wickedness. [11] For Jehovah Elohim is a sun and shield: Jehovah will give grace and glory; no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. [12] Jehovah of hosts, blessed is the man that confideth in thee!

1 Chronicles 29:28 (JND) [28] And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and honour; and Solomon his son reigned in his stead.

1 Chronicles 29:28 (JND) [28] And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and honour; and Solomon his son reigned in his stead.

Philippians 1:23 (JND) [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better,

Psalms 84 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon the Gittith. Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm.} How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Jehovah of hosts! [2] My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of Jehovah; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. [3] Yea, the sparrow hath found a house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she layeth her young, thine altars, O Jehovah of hosts, my King and my God. …



FAITH

Faith gives us light for the next step, and it is well to bear that in mind, that the path of faith is not a path in which you see the whole course plainly marked out before you in all the details of it.  We know what the goal is, but as regards the detail of the path, faith has light for the next step, and that is the principle on which a Christian has to move, that he moves in faith, God giving him light as to the next step.

A.J Gardiner ‘Education in view of the testimony’ p.36


BEING MAINTAINED AS LOVERS OF GOD

Acts 20:24-32;  Joshua 23:1-13;  Ezra 7:10; 10:1;

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 8-17

We have been speaking together about what it is to be lovers of God.  I would seek grace to speak now of what it is to be maintained as lovers of God.  The first two scriptures I have read indicate a warning.  Things can come in which test us to the core, test us as to whether we are maintained in the love of God.  I would draw attention to Paul’s pleading with the elders of Ephesus.  He had been there for three years and he was there amongst them, he said, “night and day”.  “Night and day”; think of that.  What work had taken place in Ephesus; what treasure there was in the hearts of the saints there; what had been built up in the knowledge of God; what had been built up morally through the preaching of the kingdom of God.  Paul says, “among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom of God”.  As we go back to the beginning of chapter 19, we see that he began by drawing attention to the need of receiving the Holy Spirit, and then he reasoned and persuaded “the things concerning the kingdom of God”, Acts 19:8.  But it was opposed by some, and so he separated the disciples and he continued to teach them; there were lessons that had to be learned one by one, deep moral lessons.  That is really what the epistle to the Romans teaches us – what I have to find in myself, “O wretched man that I am!”, Rom.7:24.  I find that there is nothing in my flesh that can please God, no good dwells there, and I find that I need the Lord Jesus as my Deliverer.  I find that I need the power of the Holy Spirit by which I may please God.  Only then are we able to prove how wonderful the will of God is.  We begin to see that it is good, and then we realise it is acceptable, and then we realise it is perfect (Rom.12:2).  We come to an end of ourselves; the struggle is over, the struggle in which I have been engaged to improve the flesh and to try to come to God on my own terms.  I find that I am totally in submission to God and I prove that His will is perfect.

Then I think Paul would have spoken to the elders of Ephesus about the truth he wrote of to the Colossians.  He wrote about what it is to die with Christ, what it is to be buried with Christ, what it is to be raised with Christ (Col.2:12).  He first of all engaged the saints in that epistle with the greatness of Christ, with who He is in the wonder and glory of His person.  It is illustrated in the ark going into the Jordan, and the people of Israel looking in wonderment on the ark; they followed it, they went after it.  And so in Colossians we see that we have died with Christ, we are buried with Christ; the twelve stones put into the Jordan went out of sight for ever.  But then stones are brought out of the Jordan and there they were to remain.  Think of what it is to be raised with Christ – that is Colossians.

Then in Ephesians, God has purposed for us to be, “together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus” (Eph.2:6); that is a wonderful thing.  That was tangible there in Ephesus.  It was a great joy to Paul as having ministered to them, but it was hard work and it was not easy going for those who accepted his word, because he spoke here about “admonishing each one of you”.  You think about what that meant.  They might have wondered when Paul was going to come knocking on the door, and they might have said, ’What is he going to say to me now?’  They might have felt a little bit resentful, but then they would see his tears.  I think Paul loved these saints into the truth, into their inheritance, into what belonged to them.  But now he was concerned because he could see wolves on the horizon, he could see that the wolves were going to snatch away this one and that one; men speaking perverted things to draw away the disciples after them.  So he drew attention to the assembly of God and the need to shepherd the assembly of God.  He put the responsibility on these persons who resided in the city of Ephesus.  “Take heed therefore to yourselves”, that is the first thing.  “Take heed therefore to yourselves … to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own”.  Think of what the assembly is in the sight of God and the price He has paid for it.  It is not the sense of the assembly as seen in the type of Eve in Genesis, we understand, where she is seen in her beauty, in her attractiveness, before sin came in.  This is the assembly of God as here in testimony, and its purchase was with “the blood of his own”.  Think of that; how much God has expended!  Whose blood was it?  “The blood of his own”.  Does it not affect your heart, how much God has expended?  The purchase price for the assembly was paid by Him, He has rights over it.

We have just finished reading Joshua locally, and what struck home when we were reading chapter 23 was that Joshua, just like Paul, appealed to those who were going to continue after him.  He appealed to their affections.  He said, “I am become old, advanced in age”.  What is going to happen?  And he then said, “be ye very courageous”.  They certainly needed courage, did they not, when they took the land?  When they entered into the land, it needed very great courage to overcome all those enemies.  Think of what it was for Jericho to be overthrown, one enemy after the other defeated; what battles there were.  What battles there have been, dear brethren, to recover us to the treasure of the truth.  What battles there have been that we should understand what eternal life really is, that we should understand what salvation in the assembly means, that we should understand that the Lord Jesus has come into manhood to be known as Son.  What treasures these are to the hearts of the saints, but they are to be maintained.  What is for God is to be maintained, and it needs courage.  Why does it need courage?  Joshua gives the reason.  He says, “to do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, that ye turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left”.  How much is written there!  You may ask, ‘Are we not delivered from the law?’  The law of Moses would reveal the mind of God and the will of God.  We have been speaking about the will of God, about what is treasured in His heart, what He has in view for each of us, and what He has in mind for us all collectively.  It needs courage to maintain what is in God’s heart for us.  Why does it need courage?  It says, “that ye enter not among these nations, these that remain among you; and ye shall make no mention of the name of their gods” – that is the first thing.  Here it is the opposite to what you find as increasingly proving the will of God in Romans 12.  There is a decline here, it gets worse and worse.  Joshua said “ye shall make no mention of the name of their gods, nor cause to swear by them, neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto them”.  So that you can see there was a danger of a slide away from allegiance to and love for God.

The principle of separation, dear brethren, protects what is for God, so that we should enjoy the treasures that God has for us, that we should enjoy the land, that we should enjoy our inheritance, so that God may come into His inheritance.  God would appeal to us.  What did Joshua say?  He said, “Take great heed therefore unto your souls”; the same thing that Paul said.  “Take heed therefore”.  That is the first thing, to take great heed to my soul.  You need to take great heed to your soul.  “Take great heed … that ye love Jehovah your God”.  If we truly love God, we shall appreciate what is precious to Him, what has cost Him so much – the assembly of God, the price that He has paid for it that it should be maintained here for His pleasure.  We know we are in a broken day, we know that we are part of the ruin.  It has been said that if we are testimony to anything, we are a testimony to the ruin.  But then, love for God is to be maintained as precious, and that needs great courage.  It needs great courage to be kept from influence, from those who may be near and dear to us, those who may be very nice people.  It might be that we come under an influence that is not of God, so we have to take heed unto our souls.

We read about Ezra.  A lot had happened between the time of Joshua and the time of Ezra.  What Joshua had warned of, what Paul had warned of, had actually happened.  We know that Ephesus left its first love, its love for Christ, prime love for Christ; it went into decay.  What we find with the inhabitants of the land is that, little by little, there was decay.  This was first seen with the two and a half tribes, who thought it would be all right to stay on the other side of the Jordan.  They built an altar of grand appearance and caused displeasure to God, although He allowed it.  They really did not want the land.  Although they were prepared to fight for it, they were not really prepared to live in it.  So later, they went into captivity first, and then we see that all the people went into captivity.  But in the days of Nehemiah and Ezra there was recovery, there was revival; not all was lost.  And we are in a day, dear brethren, where there have been those who, like Nehemiah, have gone before.  The Holy Spirit has wrought in the hearts of men and women who loved Christ.  We think of what happened nearly two hundred years ago.  It was like the days of Nehemiah; there were those who the Spirit stirred and who were exercised in their hearts as to what was due to Christ, “Behold, the bridegroom”, Matt.25:6.  What a wonderful call that was; that was of the Holy Spirit.  Think of how He prompted that, and it brought about a revival.  We may sometimes speak rather glibly about the revival.  Is it in our affections, that it was a real revival?  But then we see here that there was decay again, and then Ezra came onto the scene.  What had happened?  The people had married foreign wives, weakness had come in, there was that which was not pleasurable to God.  There was mixture through lack of separation, lack of what was due to the holy rights of God.  So what we see is that grievous failure had occurred, and revival was needed again.  Ezra took it to heart, he took the blame.

Are we prepared to take the blame?  Are we prepared to take the blame for the present moment, when there is much that would burden the dear saints?  Am I prepared to take the blame?  I feel much searched about that.  A young family goes away – am I prepared to take the blame?  Is it because I have been lax in drawing attention to what is due to God?  Have I really loved God enough to protect them from going away?  Ezra was like that, he took the blame, he took the lowest place.  I believe that is needed.  Ezras are needed in the present time, dear brethren, prepared to take the blame and confess the whole matter before God.  In chapter 10 of Ezra we see not only the tears of Ezra, we see the tears of the people.  We see that they are the tears of repentance, of facing the whole matter for what it is and bringing it before God.  It says, “while Ezra prayed, and made confession, weeping and falling down before the house of God, there were gathered to him out of Israel a very great congregation of men and women and children”.  Think of how there is that which is available, not just the older brethren, but “of men and women and children”.  Then it says they “wept very much”.  God took account of those tears, God treasured those tears; they are in His bottle (Ps.56:8).  Think of how God takes account of the tears of such as Ezra, those who take the lowest place, so that God might come into our affections, and be given what is due to Him.

We read in Nehemiah 8 how “all the people gathered together as one man”.  I think that is a very wonderful thing.  Chapter 8 is the positive end of all the exercise about this great failure and what it brought about.  As a result of priestliness, as a result of the exercise of what was priestly for God, a positive result comes about, and what is it?  It says, “all the people gathered together as one man to the open place”.  That is what God has in mind, that we should be one.  But how is that arrived at?  It is arrived at through subjection to the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is speaking to the assemblies.  The Lord Jesus, as I understand the truth, asserts His rights in every assembly, rights in every place where He is represented.  The Holy Spirit speaks to all the assemblies.  It is universal, and so where oneness is known, it is known as recognising and being subject to what the Holy Spirit is saying.  So we see here that “the people gathered together as one man to the open place that was before the water-gate”.  It speaks of the Spirit.  I would like to read from what Paul wrote about the unity of the Spirit.  In Ephesians 4 he says, “I, the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, with all lowliness and meekness” – that was like Ezra, was it not, lowliness and meekness – “with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love; using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace” (vv.1-3).  That bond of peace is the recognition of what the Spirit is saying.  Do we accept what He is saying to us?  That is how oneness comes about in the face of difficulty, in the face of challenge.  So what we see is that the law was written, it was read, it was loved, and it was recognised.  It brought about feelings of repentance in the people; they all wept much.  As self-judgment is arrived at by each of us, we come into something in a full way that we have never enjoyed before, something that is very precious.  There was something that was there in the mind of God as written in the book of Moses, something that had not been appreciated since Joshua, all those years before.  Now we see that the people came into very great blessing together, as recognising what God was saying to them, as having His mind.

It is wonderful to accept the will of God for us.  How great it is, the good pleasure of His will.  Think of the counsels of His will, think of the mystery of His will.  Paul wrote of it to Ephesus.  So what we see is that the people came into the good of that as showing repentance, as showing recognition of what the Holy Spirit was saying; it says, they found “written in the law which Jehovah had commanded through Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh month”.  The seventh month is the completion of God’s way with them, the completion of all that God had in mind for them.  They went up in energy to cut down all these branches, whatever they would need, all speaking of life and power and vitality.  That is what God has in mind for us all, what He has in mind for our local assemblies, that we should dwell together according to the purpose of God.

May God bless the word, for His name’s sake.

Address at Grangemouth

16 November 2013

J.B. Ikin


Scripture references

Acts 20:24-32 (JND) [24] But I make no account of [my] life [as] dear to myself, so that I finish my course, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the glad tidings of the grace of God. [25] And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom [of God], shall see my face no more. [26] Wherefore I witness to you this day, that I am clean from the blood of all, [27] for I have not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God. [28] Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own. [29] [For] *I* know [this,] that there will come in amongst you after my departure grievous wolves, not sparing the flock; [30] and from among your own selves shall rise up men speaking perverted things to draw away the disciples after them. [31] Wherefore watch, remembering that for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one [of you] with tears. [32] And now I commit you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build [you] up and give [to you] an inheritance among all the sanctified.

Joshua 23:1-13 (JND) [1] And it came to pass a long time after that Jehovah had given rest to Israel from all their enemies round about, and Joshua had become old, advanced in age, [2] that Joshua called for all Israel, for their elders, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers, and said unto them, I am become old, advanced in age; [3] and ye have seen all that Jehovah your God hath done to all these nations because of you. For Jehovah your God is he that hath fought for you. [4] Behold, I have divided unto you by lot for an inheritance, according to your tribes, these nations that remain, from the Jordan, as well as all the nations that I have cut off, as far as the great sea toward the sun-setting. [5] And Jehovah your God, he will expel them from before you, and dispossess them from out of your sight; and ye shall take possession of their land, as Jehovah your God hath said unto you. [6] And be ye very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, that ye turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left; [7] that ye enter not among these nations, these that remain among you; and ye shall make no mention of the name of their gods, nor cause to swear [by them], neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto them; [8] but ye shall cleave unto Jehovah your God, as ye have done unto this day. [9] For Jehovah hath dispossessed from before you great and strong nations; and as to you, no man hath been able to stand before you unto this day. [10] One man of you chaseth a thousand; for Jehovah your God, he it is that fighteth for you, as he hath said unto you. [11] Take great heed therefore unto your souls, that ye love Jehovah your God. [12] For if ye in any wise go back, and cleave unto the residue of these nations, these that remain among you, and make marriages with them, and come in unto them and they unto you: …

Ezra 7:10 (JND) [10] For Ezra had directed his heart to seek the law of Jehovah and to do it, and to teach in Israel the statutes and the ordinances.

Ezra 10:1 (JND) [1] And while Ezra prayed, and made confession, weeping and falling down before the house of God, there were gathered to him out of Israel a very great congregation of men and women and children; for the people wept very much.

Nehemiah 8:1-17 (JND) [1] all the people gathered together as one man to the open place that was before the water-gate; and they spoke to Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, which Jehovah had commanded Israel. [2] And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation, both of men and women, and all that could hear with understanding, on the first day of the seventh month. [3] And he read in it before the open place that was before the water-gate from the morning until midday, in presence of the men and the women, and those that could understand. And the ears of all the people were [attentive] to the book of the law. [4] And Ezra the scribe stood upon a high stage of wood, which they had made for the purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hilkijah, and Maaseiah on his right hand; and on his left hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Malchijah, and Hashum, and Hashbaddana, Zechariah, Meshullam. [5] And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. [6] And Ezra blessed Jehovah, the great God; and all the people answered, Amen, Amen! with lifting up of their hands; and they bowed their heads, and worshipped Jehovah with their faces to the ground. [7] And Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, caused the people to understand the law; and the people [stood] in their place. [8] And they read in the law of God distinctly out of the book, and gave the sense, and caused [them] to understand the reading. [9] And Nehemiah, that is, the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the scribe, and the Levites that explained to the people, said to all the people, This day is holy to Jehovah your God: mourn not, nor weep. For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. [10] And he said to them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions to them for whom nothing is prepared; for the day is holy to our Lord; and be not grieved, for the joy of Jehovah is your strength. [11] And the Levites quieted all the people, saying, Be still! for the day is holy; neither be grieved. [12] And all the people went their way, to eat and to drink, and to send portions, and to make great rejoicing. For they had understood the words that were declared to them. …

Acts 19:8 (JND) [8] And entering into the synagogue, he spoke boldly during three months, reasoning and persuading [the things] concerning the kingdom of God.

Romans 7:24 (JND) [24] O wretched man that I [am]! who shall deliver me out of this body of death?

Romans 12:2 (JND) [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Colossians 2:12 (JND) [12] buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with [him] through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead.

Ephesians 2:6 (JND) [6] and has raised [us] up together, and has made [us] sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus,

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Matthew 25:6 (JND) [6] But in [the] middle of [the] night there was a cry, Behold, the bridegroom; go forth to meet him.

Psalms 56:8 (JND) [8] *Thou* countest my wanderings; put my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book?

Psalms 56:8 (JND) [8] *Thou* countest my wanderings; put my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book?

Psalms 56:8 (JND) [8] *Thou* countest my wanderings; put my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book?

Nehemiah 8 (JND) [1] all the people gathered together as one man to the open place that was before the water-gate; and they spoke to Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, which Jehovah had commanded Israel. [2] And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation, both of men and women, and all that could hear with understanding, on the first day of the seventh month. [3] And he read in it before the open place that was before the water-gate from the morning until midday, in presence of the men and the women, and those that could understand. And the ears of all the people were [attentive] to the book of the law. …

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …



EXTRACT

There is no difference morally between the Father and the Son.  What the Father is in affection the Son is also.  So the Son brings us into His own affection, and in doing so He brings us into the Father's affection.  It is His pleasure to bring us into the circle of His own joy and affection, and in that way He separates us completely from the world.  It is not simply that He has the claim of His death to be the good Shepherd, but He has a second title.  He makes known to us the best thing He can make known.  There is nothing to compare with the knowledge of the Father.  That is what the Lord came to make known.  He was here to declare His name and bring the disciples into the presence of the Father, and in John 14 He says, "I will come again, and receive you unto myself", that is, to the Father's house.  What He does as the good Shepherd is to bring us now to the Father's heart, but He comes again to bring us to the Father's house.

If you understand anything about this, you can see how completely you are separated from the world by the light which Christ has brought in, and which is made effective in us.  We know Him after the same order in the reciprocity of affection in which He knows the Father and the Father knows Him.  It is heavenly blessing, and by the very fact of heavenly blessing you are separated from a world which has rejected both Christ and the Father.  Everybody should be pleased, by the grace of God, to give to Christ His proper place.  It is that which He claims, and He does not claim it without having substantiated His claim.  He has done the best for us He could, and makes known to us the best He knows.  The Son reveals the Father, and by the revelation of the Father He brings us to the Father's heart.

F.E. Raven Vol.12 p.481,482


Scripture references

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …



WHAT MUST I DO

Acts 4:12; John 3:14,15; Acts 16:30,31; John 4:23,24

These scriptures that I have read all contain the word “must”.  In the glad tidings we have to do with what is essential, with what must be done.  First of all, you must be saved.  You might say ‘Why?  What do I have to be saved from?  I am quite a good person’; or, ‘I am quite young, I have not really done anything wrong.  What is it I have to be saved from?’  Well, dear friend, we are all sinners without exception, including everyone here tonight.  I can say that without pointing a finger at anyone, because the scripture says it, “all have sinned”, Rom.3:23.  So we are all sinners.  Do you know what a sinner is?  It is someone who is disobedient, someone who has disobeyed God, someone who has done their own will and not God’s will.  We are all sinners.  None of us is any different.

But, dear friend, God’s love is towards you.  He made you.  He is the Creator God and He wants you for Himself.  We spoke about worshippers at the end of the reading; the glad tidings are preached to secure worshippers for God and He wants you to worship Him.  It does not mean that you must be able to say eloquent things; He just wants your heart to go out towards Him, because of who He is and because of what He has done.  God is your Creator, and He has provided a Redeemer.  But we must be saved, because God will not go on indefinitely with sin, or with sinners.  A day is coming when He will judge persons righteously.  He has the right to do so because He is a holy, righteous and sin-hating God; let us not have any doubts about that.  You might say, God is love.  Yes, that is true.  That is why the preaching is going out tonight.  If God only executed His judgment, where would we be?  We would be banished from His presence forever; we would be utterly consumed.  But God is love and He is offering you salvation tonight.  You need salvation, because if you do not have it, you are lost for eternity.  I hope no one here is in that position.  I do not want to frighten anyone, but these are essential matters.  There is nothing that you will ever have in your life that is more important than salvation, because it is in relation to your soul, which never dies.  You might say, ‘I will just do what I like in my life and then when I die, it will all be finished’.  No!  It tells us in the scripture that it is the portion of men once to die.  Is that the end?  No – after death, there is judgment (Heb.9:27).  So it is a solemn matter, but it is also a joyful matter that salvation is being preached.  God is offering you a way for your sins to be removed from His sight forever, and for you to be able to be in His presence.  That is where He wants you; if you are going to be a worshipper, you will have to be in His presence.  If you are a sinner with your sins not dealt with, you cannot be in God’s presence, but He wants you there, so He has provided a Saviour.  God does not expect man to do anything.  We could do nothing anyway; as a sinner I can do nothing but sin.

So salvation is in none other.  Who is it in?  Is it some politician, or impressive person of this world?  No, dear friend, it is in the Lord Jesus Christ.  I wonder if you know the Lord Jesus.  I wonder if you realise that salvation is in Him, and in Him alone.  “And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved”.  You must be saved.  It is not something to trifle with, it is not something to keep an open mind about, and to decide later.  You might not get the chance.  Decide tonight for Jesus.  Let Him into your life, let Him into your heart.  You will never be the same again.  You will never regret it, your salvation for eternity will be secure, and you will have peace with God.  Would you not like that?  God is offering it to you tonight, and He is offering it absolutely free.  Someone else has paid the price, so that you have to pay nothing; you have nothing to pay with anyway.

That is why I read in John 3, because it says there, “as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up”.  There could be no other way, dear friend.  Your sins have to be accounted for.  God cannot just ignore them, He cannot just pass them by.  That would not be righteous of Him, and He is righteous.  But someone else has borne the penalty for them.  Can you say that?  Can you say that I know my sins are gone from the sight of God because someone else has borne the penalty for them?  Can you say that in faith?  I trust you can.  This is how it was accomplished; “as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness”.  Do you remember when the children of Israel were in the wilderness and spoke against God, fiery serpents started to bite the people; persons were affected by it.  That is like us, we are affected by sin; it is like a poison that is in us.  The people could do nothing for themselves.  But God brings in the answer; He told Moses to make a serpent of brass.  So Moses made a serpent of brass, like the serpents that had bitten them, and lifted it up on a pole (Num.21:4-9).  That speaks of One who was made sin for us.  What a serious thing, what a solemn matter.  I have spoken of all men sinning, but there was a sinless One; His name is Jesus.  He was made sin.  Like the serpent lifted up in the wilderness, He was lifted up for all to see on the cross.  How awful a matter it was for the sinless, perfect Lord Jesus to be made sin.  But He was, and that is how God can offer you salvation tonight.  Everyone that looked at that serpent of brass lived, though he had been bitten by a serpent.  That is what God is doing in the glad tidings tonight; He is presenting His Saviour, the Lord Jesus, for you to see with the eyes of faith.  You cannot see Him actually, because He is no longer here, but He is presented to you by God as a Saviour, for your acceptance by faith.

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up”.  Do you know what this world did to the Lord Jesus, the sinless One?  They put Him on a cross and they lifted Him up.  He did not deserve it.  He did not deserve death.  That penalty did not apply to Him.  “For the wages of sin is death” (Rom.6:23) could not apply to the Lord Jesus, the perfect sinless One, always pleasing to the Father.  Yet God in his love caused that One to be made sin.  Why?  Because of anything that He had done?  Never; not possible!  But I can say by faith that He was there for me.  He suffered on that cross at Calvary, suffered excruciating pain, a real matter felt by a real Man.  He was God Himself but it was a real Man who died.  He tasted death.  Think of that.  Let it affect your heart that God has chosen this way to offer you salvation.  Not by some act of power, not by some way whereby we can try to improve ourselves to be fit for God’s presence.  He has chosen a better way; He has provided of His very best.  He has provided His own Son, the Lord Jesus.  Do you have faith in Him?  Do you believe that He hung there on that cross for you?  Think of Him suffering at the hand of God as He bore God’s condemnation in relation to sin.  Do you believe that He died there for you?  Do you believe that He shed his precious blood for you?  It is for you, and it is presented for you to accept by faith.

I read the passage in Acts 16 because there it stresses the need for believing.  The Lord Jesus was unrighteously crucified by wicked men.  Evil was expressed in what they did.  That same root of evil is in my heart.  But He died and His blood was shed, and because of that, the sinner who puts his faith in the blood of Jesus can say that his sins are cleared before God.  They are removed from God’s sight.  You do not have to feel guilty any more.  It is a horrible feeling to be guilty.  You know you have done something wrong.  Maybe no one else knows about it yet, but you feel guilty and it troubles you.  But that guilt can be removed completely because of the blood of Jesus.  God is satisfied with it.  God is satisfied with Him, and with what He did on the cross at Calvary.  But you have to take action; you have to do something about it.  The jailor asked, “Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved?  And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved”.  That is wonderfully simple, is it not?  God is not asking you to do something great.  There is nothing that you could do which could ever satisfy God anyway in relation to your sins.  We read recently of the man in Matthew 19, “And lo, one coming up said to him, Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have life eternal?” v.16.  You do not have anything to do.  The work has been done.  All you have to do is repent towards God and believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.  Not only for time, but for eternity; we are dealing with eternal matters.

I feel the burden of what is imperative in the glad tidings.  Do not trifle with it.  You might say, ‘It is just another Lord’s day afternoon, just another gospel preaching’.  Dear friend, where is your soul in relation to God?  God sees everything; He sees you and He knows where you are.  There is nothing that is secret to Him.  He may see that someone here is still a sinner, someone who is not yet a saved sinner, but He wants you to believe.  He is presenting His Son in love and grace to you that you might accept Him by faith.  Then the Lord Jesus went into the grave, out of sight for three days and three nights.  That was an essential matter too.  But He was raised – resurrection is a reality.  Jesus rose again, and not only that, He ascended into heaven to the Father’s right hand.  Think of the Father’s delight in Him.  Jesus is there tonight and He is appealing to you.  You might say, ‘I have heard many different preachers speaking’.  But it is the Lord Jesus who is speaking to you and He is appealing to you to accept Him as your Saviour.

I read in John 4 because persons who have accepted the Lord Jesus as their Saviour, who accept that He died for them, are the kind of people that God is looking for as worshippers.  How are you going to worship God?  Is it going to be in your strength, something that you do in your own ability?  No; it has to be in spirit and truth, “they who worship him must worship him in spirit and truth”.  The Holy Spirit is essential for that.  Do you know who the Holy Spirit is?  He is God Himself, and He is available to every believer in the Lord Jesus.  It is wonderful if you have believed in the Lord Jesus, have put your faith in Him, because that means your salvation is secure.  Nothing can change that; you can have peace, and you do not have to feel guilty anymore.  But there is more.  God desires that we might not only know that our sins are forgiven and have peace with Him, but that we should be in His presence.  He wants us free and happy to be there, and responsive to Him.  His love is so great that it must have an answer.  Is He going to have an answer in your heart?  That is what worship is; the response of a heart which has been affected by the greatness of the One that becomes its object.  So God becomes the believer’s object of worship.  You might say, ‘I am just a poor sinner’.  Yes, you may be a sinner saved by grace, but you are fitted for glory, you are ready to be a worshipper.  It is amazing how quickly the Lord Jesus goes on to the matter of worship with this woman.  The matter of receiving the Holy Spirit is essential.  Once you are a believer in the Lord Jesus, you may find things difficult in the world.  Persons may think of you differently once you believe in Jesus.  Maybe you have mentioned His name at school.  Perhaps you tell people that you believe on Him, and it causes them to think differently about you.  Maybe they do not like you as much as before.  The Holy Spirit will help you and give you power.  There are powers at work in the world today and they are of Satan; they are against the believer.  But the Holy Spirit is greater than all of those powers, and He is available to you.  Dear friend, the Holy Spirit and His power is wonderful, and it is available to the believer who asks and who is obedient.

May we realise that God is looking for worshippers.  First, we must be saved.  In order for us to be saved there must have been a price paid, and it was paid; the Son of man must be lifted up, and He was lifted up.  He died, and He settled the matter of sin and sins for ever for God.  But you must believe it; you have to do it yourself, no one else can do it for you.  No matter how much your parents love you, they cannot do it for you.  You have to have a real and definite transaction with the Lord Jesus.  Just get down on your knees, and tell Him that you are a sinner and you want Him to save you.  Believe that He died for you and that He shed His blood for you.  You will be saved and saved forever, and then, with the Holy Spirit in you, you can become a worshipper.

May it be so for His name’s sake.

Gospel preaching Glasgow

14 April 2013

J. Speirs


Scripture references

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

John 3:14-15 (JND) [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up, [15] that every one who believes on him may [not perish, but] have life eternal.

Acts 16:30-31 (JND) [30] And leading them out said, Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved? [31] And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house.

John 4:23-24 (JND) [23] But [the] hour is coming and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for also the Father seeks such as his worshippers. [24] God [is] a spirit; and they who worship him must worship [him] in spirit and truth.

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Hebrews 9:27 (JND) [27] And forasmuch as it is the portion of men once to die, and after this judgment;

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

Numbers 21:4-9 (JND) [4] And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to go round the land of Edom; and the soul of the people became impatient on the way; [5] and the people spoke against God, and against Moses, Why have ye brought us up out of Egypt that we should die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, and no water, and our soul loathes this light bread. [6] Then Jehovah sent fiery serpents among the people, which bit the people; and much people of Israel died. [7] And the people came to Moses and said, We have sinned, in that we have spoken against Jehovah, and against thee: pray to Jehovah that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. [8] And Jehovah said to Moses, Make thee a fiery [serpent], and set it upon a pole; and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, and looketh upon it, shall live. [9] And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole; and it came to pass, if a serpent had bitten any man, and he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

Romans 6:23 (JND) [23] For the wages of sin [is] death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Matthew 19 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these words, he withdrew from Galilee, and came to the coasts of Judaea beyond the Jordan; [2] and great crowds followed him, and he healed them there. [3] And the Pharisees came to him tempting him, and saying, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause? …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …



THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

Galatians 5:22-25; Ephesians 4:29-32

I would like to speak about the thought of fruit-bearing, and abiding in Christ.  The word ‘abide’, I believe, conveys the thought of dependence and affection; both are conveyed in the matter of abiding in Him.  I think that as believers, we need to depend on the Lord Jesus, to prove that we could not do without Him.  I challenge myself if that is true of me.  It is easy to say; but is it true that I could not do without Him?  If I am going to know something of abiding in Christ, then I need to feel that I could not do without the Saviour, could not do without the Lord.  Then along with dependence upon Him, there is the matter of affection.  The thought of abiding conveys affection and closeness.  A believer’s place is in relation to the Lord Jesus as depending upon Him and as loving Him.  The Lord’s love is greater than ours, and His love was there first, because He loved us a long time before we knew Him.  He loved us first, and He looks for a response in affection and in ready dependence upon Him.  Then abiding in Christ results in fruit-bearing, in what is sweet to the taste of that blessed One.  The question that would come up in the hearts of every one here who loves Christ is, How is this going to be?  How am I going to make a reality out of what is described by the Lord Himself in these first verses of John 15?  Then if I do make it a reality, how am I maintained in it?  How is it going to be something more than just touched momentarily?

Sometimes we take account of other Christians that we know, and we see that they are enjoying something of communion with the Lord, something of heaven, something of the atmosphere of heaven, and maybe we wish we had more of that ourselves.  I have sometimes felt like that in the company of spiritual persons, that they are able to bring in words of wisdom and tenderness and feeling, bring in the Lord’s word, and I feel very searched as to what I can say.  I think the secret of being maintained in the experience of abiding in Christ lies in the activity of the Holy Spirit of God.  It is a vital truth.  You might say that the first vital truth is that we need to come to Christ as our Saviour, as our Redeemer, because as sinners away from God, we have a deep need for a Saviour.  That is true, but God has more than that in mind for believers.  He has in mind that believers should become vessels for the Spirit of God.  A divine Person came down here right at the beginning at Pentecost in order to be with and in believers.  That is the truth that we find in the Scriptures.  You might think that it is difficult to take in such wonderful things, that a divine Person should come in such a way, but as depending on Christ and loving Him, our hearts are prepared to accept the gift of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.  I feel the importance of this for myself.  As I give the Spirit scope within me, there is something worked out that is not according to me at all, certainly not according to what is natural.  It is something that is spiritual, worked out in the believer, and then it has results, and the results are the fruit.

The fruit is spoken about in this well-known passage in Galatians 5, a passage that has been spoken from many times, but that makes the subject more blessed rather than less.  The more we speak about it, the more blessed it becomes.  Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, fidelity, meekness – how fully we see these things in the Lord Jesus.  He was full of the Holy Spirit, He was unique and incomparable in that way.  And it is the same blessed Spirit that is available to the believer.  As I give the Spirit room within me in my life, give Him more scope, because there is always more room to be given to the Spirit, then these blessed aspects of the fruit – and it is one fruit – will come out into expression.  The qualities that are spoken of here, “love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, fidelity, meekness, self-control” are pretty much entirely experienced and expressed when believers are in relationship with one another, and with those around who may not be believers.  They are all qualities that relate to right relationships together, and these are according to God.  Relationships should be held and enjoyed according to God’s standard.  Our brother was speaking about God’s standard, the gold standard.  Sadly, relationships generally in the world are becoming more and more degraded, but God has in mind that relationships are maintained, and for believers they are to be maintained in the power of the Spirit according to these qualities that we have here.  The point I wanted to make is that these qualities are brought into expression, and they are an expression of a divine Person in the believer, seen perfectly in Christ here, and still carried forward now in Him.  They are to be seen in each one of us, which is a very practical matter.  There is a powerful testimony as these qualities are seen.  They are lacking in the world; morally we see the very opposite of this in what is brought out in people by the operation of the devil himself, where you get lust and hatred and greed, and all such things.  We are saddened to see it expressed in the world, sometimes in the grossest form, entirely opposed to what God has in mind.  But God does not only have it in mind (although He does, which is a blessed matter in itself), but everything that God has in mind is to be brought out into expression, and the power is given in the Spirit for these blessed thoughts of His to be expressed in believers.

You might say that in a sense this is abstract, what is in the mind of God Himself, expressed in Christ.  But it is also intended to come into expression in measure in those that love Christ, those that are indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  We are to live by the Spirit, and to walk by the Spirit.  So it becomes a characteristic matter that governs our lives, it becomes the great regulating principle of believers’ lives, that we walk and live by the Spirit.  You might ask, Where does Christ come into this?  You speak about walking by the Spirit and living by Him, but what about the Lord Jesus?  Well, the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God’s Son too (Gal.4:6), and as we give the Spirit the place in our hearts that He deserves, He brings Christ with Him.  As the Spirit is free to express Himself in those that make way for Him, Christ is expressed there.  There is no divergence between what the Spirit would express and what Christ is, so that the features of Christ come out in the believer who lives and who walks by the Spirit.

Then my attention has been drawn to Ephesians 4, particularly having in mind the importance of not grieving the Spirit, which is a very practical matter.  The Spirit is marked by sensitivity.  One of the figures of the physical form that the Spirit took in the Scriptures, when the Lord was baptised and the Spirit came upon Him, was that of a dove, and the feature of a dove is its sensitivity.  The Spirit is a very blessed and holy divine Person, and He is sensitive.  One of the great exercises that I should carry more keenly is to provide conditions in which the Spirit can be free in me.  To do that, I need to be conscious of His sensitivity.  Another figure of the Holy Spirit in Scripture is the anointing oil, and in Exodus we learn that the oil was never put on man’s flesh.  It was put on the blood; it was put, typically, on what was redeemed, what had come into the ownership of the Lord Jesus Himself.  So the Holy Spirit is not going to come upon me naturally, He is not going to glorify some aspect of my fallen nature, my flesh.  He comes upon what has been redeemed, which is what the blood speaks of, what belongs to God.  So we have to be careful that we do not grieve Him.  I say that to myself and to all of us.  It says here “with which ye have been sealed for the day of redemption”.  That is God’s seal of ownership put on the believer in the sealing of the Spirit.  We are to be careful not to grieve Him.  There is also the matter of quenching Him (1 Thess.5:19), but here it is the matter of grieving.  We might restrict the Spirit and grieve Him and cause Him to retire.  I think I sometimes do that.  But our desire should be, I believe, (and I seek the Spirit’s help for myself and each one of us) not to grieve Him, but to judge ourselves, and thus to give room for Him.  We need to judge what is of the flesh that would intrude and get in the way of the Spirit’s activity.  Things have to be removed from us and so we are to “be to one another kind, compassionate, forgiving one another”.  These would all be linked to the fruit of the Spirit that we read about in Galatians, and then “so as God also in Christ has forgiven you”.  Something of the features of God Himself, a forgiving spirit that so characterises that blessed One, is to be seen in us, in believers.  That is not at all to set aside the importance of being able to discern what is right, and to love it and hold fast to it, holding aloof from every form of wickedness, as the scripture says (1 Thess.5:22), but the characteristic feature to be seen as the result of the operation of the Spirit in the believer is forgiving one another.  I must not hold any kind of grudge or grievance against a brother or sister, or hold something in my heart against him or her.  It is very important to allow the Spirit to have His way and His influence in every corner of my heart, so that I have no part dark.  The Spirit would shed light and love in the heart of the believer.  That is a very blessed and practical matter, to be enjoyed particularly as we are together, in our relationships together as believers.  We are to prove how blessed and precious it is to walk in the Spirit, to live in Him, as we abide in the Lord.  The practical, blessed result in testimony of fruit bearing would be a sweet result for the Lord Jesus Himself, and indeed for the Father, and the product of the Spirit’s work would also be for His own joy and satisfaction.

May these few thoughts be for our encouragement.

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth

10 December 2013

A.M. Brown
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Scripture references

Galatians 5:22-25 (JND) [22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, fidelity, [23] meekness, self-control: against such things there is no law. [24] But they that [are] of the Christ have crucified the flesh with the passions and the lusts. [25] If we live by the Spirit, let us walk also by the Spirit.

Ephesians 4:29-32 (JND) [29] Let no corrupt word go out of your mouth, but if [there be] any good one for needful edification, that it may give grace to those that hear [it]. [30] And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which ye have been sealed for [the] day of redemption. [31] Let all bitterness, and heat of passion, and wrath, and clamour, and injurious language, be removed from you, with all malice; [32] and be to one another kind, compassionate, forgiving one another, so as God also in Christ has forgiven you.

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

Galatians 5 (JND) [1] Christ has set us free in freedom; stand fast therefore, and be not held again in a yoke of bondage. [2] Behold, I, Paul, say to you, that if ye are circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. [3] And I witness again to every man [who is] circumcised, that he is debtor to do the whole law. …

Galatians 4:6 (JND) [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

1 Thessalonians 5:19 (JND) [19] quench not the Spirit;

1 Thessalonians 5:22 (JND) [22] hold aloof from every form of wickedness.
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Quotations from the Holy Scriptures in this publication are usually
taken from the Darby Translation





