
Notes of Ministry - 189 - August 1988

Various
Brethren Ministry Library



Title Page






THE POURING OUT OF THE SPIRIT

J. N. Grace 

Joel 2: 28, 29; Zechariah 12: 10, 11; Malachi 3: 8–10 

These three scriptures refer to the pouring out of the Spirit. I think that we have limited ideas of the grace of God, and of His heart, which is full of blessing. For nearly six thousand years this world’s history of rebellion, sin, and violence has gone on. There never has been a day when there has been such corruption and violence as today in every nation under heaven. God in His patience has spoken down the ages by the prophets, but now in His Son. Despite the rejection of Christ, and His crucifixion, God did not come in in judgment; He put His Son in the highest place in heaven and sent down the Spirit. That is the God we have, dear brethren. 

I wonder how much we know Him, whether we have distant thoughts about God, just some academic thoughts about Him. Read the Scriptures and read the ministry. Do you young folk read the ministry? All that the Bible says, take it into the presence of God, so that you do not just know about Him, but you know Him. That is what Christianity is, the knowledge of God in a blessed living Person, Jesus, our Saviour. How near He has come to us! Get to know Him in the gospels; that is how He has been here amongst men. He went about doing good; that is what the Lord did when He was here, as it says, “healing all that were under the power of the devil, because God was with him”, Acts 10: 38. The very best ministry that could have been given to men was given in Christ when here. He never turned anybody away; nobody ever died in the presence of Jesus; He healed everyone brought to Him, every one that was distressed; and He is still the same, that is our Saviour. Oh how little we realize how God is for us, for men, because whatever you enjoy, whatever I enjoy, that is God’s thought for all men. It does not matter who they are, it does not matter what their history is, what their nation is. You say, You are preaching the gospel. Yes, I am preaching the gospel, a wonderful gospel, the revelation of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is all centred in Jesus. How full and free it is! That is what I want to convey at this time, how full and free the heart of God is towards men. As we said, the death of Christ having taken place and atonement having been effected, He is risen from the dead, and we can be justified freely, justified freely by His grace. There are no half-measures with God in His attitude in the gospel, whether it be a matter of your personal blessing, or involving the assembly, it is the same God, and His thoughts are full and free to you and me. He knows your heart and He knows mine. He knows just what you need in your circumstances today. They are the very best circumstances God could provide for you to learn Him. So do not think you could learn better in some other circumstances—if your job was better; or in another family; in another land maybe. You may think. Oh I could do better in another land. The very best opportunities God has given to you just where you are. Well, make the most of them. To make the most of them you must go to Jesus; it is very simple, just go to Jesus. 

Now the three scriptures I have read all speak about God pouring out a blessing. There are no reserves with God. This was to a nation that had failed God in every respect. The passage that I read from Joel was written at a time when the testimonies of God had been rejected in the time of Manasseh, a wicked king who caused Judah to sin. That was one of the effects of his reign, and God’s answer to that was that He sent a message by the prophet Joel. He said, I want to pour out a blessing on you, and that blessing was the Spirit of God. Now can I get that, dear brethren, into our hearts today, that God has given His Spirit, given without reserve? We may have reserves in relation to God and our committal to Him, and therefore perhaps we have reserves towards one another as a result. God has no reserves in His heart towards us, because He has given His Son for us, and He wants to give His Spirit to us. There is not a thing our God has held back; He spared not His own San. Well, if we could just, let that into our souls maybe there will not be any reserves with us, and that is what I would like to come to finally. You can examine your heart, you can examine your life, and you will find that you have gone so far, but you have not gone all the way. The word from the Lord for you today is that He wants you to go all the way in your committal to the will of God and the testimony here, and that involves, of course, the place where you are set. God has set you in a local gathering. 

Where two or three are gathered together unto His name you are quite certain to find the assembly. God has set you in a locality and He has put you within range of the very best in the pouring out of the Spirit. 

Now we have read about God’s answer to the rebellion of Israel. He could not give a greater answer, could He? He might have said, and He could have said, He would remove the nations and destroy them, but He had something better in mind—the pouring out of the Spirit. That is what God has done in the time that we are in, which is a parenthesis in the prophetic calendar. 

The prophetic calendar stopped when Paul’s ministry came; it will not be resumed until the Lord comes in His power. The Lord went up in a cloud; they saw Him go up, and a cloud received Him out of their 

sight. There are no clouds in Christianity. What there is in Christianity is a light above the brightness of the midday sun. There might be clouds in your history, but there are no clouds in Christianity. Clouds belong to this earth, but Christ is in heaven, above the brightness of the noonday sun. This is Paul’s ministry. When He comes again, He will come in the clouds; that will be when the prophetic calendar will run again. In the meantime, we are in a wonderful time when the Spirit has been poured out. At Pentecost He did not come upon the nation; He is coming upon the nation presently, and He is coming upon all flesh—a wonderful time! But in the time we are in we can take up the prophetic references and turn them to our account, because the Spirit of God has come. 

That is what Peter alludes to on the day of Pentecost. He refers to the prophet Joel, and says, This is it! That must have been wonderful as they listened to Peter proclaiming those words. 

They, heard persons speaking of the great things of God, and Peter stands up and quotes the scripture, and he said, This is it. Well, dear brethren, we do not have to wait for the Scriptures to be fulfilled; they are being fulfilled now in the presence of the Spirit. Have you ever grasped that? Have you ever thought of the Scriptures being fulfilled in your own history? 

That is what Peter said. I think there is nothing more thrilling than to read through the Scriptures in the same way, and say, That is just how I have learned God in my own history. 

Well, that is the present day; there is this parenthesis in the prophetic calendar, and there will never be another day like it. It is the day of the Spirit, when not only is the Spirit poured out upon certain persons, but the Spirit of God is indwelling persons. That is what marks Christianity, that God is here in a habitation in the Spirit. That is what is 

distinctive to Christianity. There will never be another day like it; so the Lord says, “In that day”, referring to the day of the Spirit. Well, the prophets did not understand what they were speaking of. Peter tell us that (1 Peter 1: 10–12), but we understand because the Spirit is here. 

You read the Scriptures, and you do not put them forward to a future time; you say, This is it. 

What light that gives us as we go to our readings; we read the Scriptures and say. This is it; a word by, the Spirit today. 

The Spirit is speaking in the assembly, so have an ear to hear what He is saying. It is a wonderful day that we live in. How much we can get out of our local gatherings when room is made for the Spirit; that is the key to everything today. In your own history, in the history of our local gatherings—How much room is made for the Spirit of God? You say, I wish I had been here when the Lord was on earth; but the Lord said, I will send another Comforter. 

We are in a time of great advantage because Jesus is on high and we have the Spirit here, and we have the opening out of everything according to the thoughts of God in the ministry that has come by way of Paul. So we have not to wait for anything. You say, I am waiting for the rapture. So am I. That is because we are waiting for the Person; not waiting for an event. We are waiting for Jesus; we miss Him and we want Him, and that is why we gather together for the Supper because we miss our absent Lord—and that is why He comes; He comes to persons who want Him. In John’s gospel He came because there were conditions there to which He loved to come. Let us provide those conditions so that the Lord loves to come. He did not have anything to rebuke; there was no unbelief there. In. Luke’s account there was some unbelief; that is the wonder of the time we are in that even if there is unbelief in our hearts, 

the Lord comes, and says, Peace—“Peace be unto you … it is I myself”, Luke 24: 36, 39. 

You really wonder at the grace of our Lord, that even if there are difficult conditions He may come. Even if there are, according to Mark, disciples lying at table in unbelief, the Lord came anyway. He had to rebuke them; but He will come to hearts that love Him. That is the time that we are in because of the presence of the Spirit. 

Well, “I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh”, and what God has in His mind in blessing He has in His mind for every man. This is God’s answer to the crucifixion; where men had done their worst. God says, Well, I am prepared to do My best. I have been struck by that expression in Colossians, “by him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross” (Colossians 1: 20). How wonderful that in the face of that enmity which the cross involves in that section—the enmity of man was expressed in all its intensity at that point—reconciliation was made by the blood of His cross. That is the God we have; He has no reserves. Why should there be any with us? Why should we go so far and no farther? Why should we go so far and then draw back when God has gone the whole distance; when Christ has gone the whole distance, and peace has been made by the blood of His cross? You say, What do you mean by going the whole distance? Well, if something comes up in your history, or in the testimony, you say, Well, it is too hard, I am not prepared for the sacrifice. 

What more telling consideration can there be than the blood of Jesus, who has gone all the way, to meet the enmity of our hearts, to meet the unbelief of our hearts? There is not a thing in our history, beloved brethren, that the Lord has not met at the cross, not one thing. You examine your heart and you will find that the main reason why you draw back is because of unbelief. You may acknowledge the 

truth and the doctrine of things, but the actual practice of things is where we draw back; we are not prepared to go all the way. 

Well, Jesus has gone all the way. May I say, God has gone all the way, not only to meet your sins, to meet your need, but to bring you into the very best in His heart—not what your heart naturally can see, because man as such can never see the purpose of God, but what God has in His heart for men in sonship. That is the very best. God has it all in Christ, and He wants you to go all the way. Maybe there are some here who have put their trust in the Lord for the forgiveness of their sins but are not prepared to submit their will, have not confessed Him as their Lord. Such are not going in for the very best that God has in His heart for them. It is available if you go all the way. Submit your will to the will of God, and make a confession of Christ as Lord today. Do it today while you have persons around you who are sympathetic, and in this good atmosphere; confess the Lord, just open your mouth and say, Lord Jesus; I belong to the Lord Jesus. You do not have to know a lot; it is not a question of doctrine, it is a question of confession with your mouth. And if that is the case, you will be wanting to break bread next Lord’s day. You will want to remember the One whom you have come to love; you will want Him; you will want Him to come and get His rights in a world where He has been refused. But you want Him anyway, and you want to be with Him. Soon you will be with Him up there; see to it that you are with Him down here. The last request of the Lord was, Remember Me. He has provided the way, in the Supper, by which we can call Him to mind. Will you be there in the morning? Will you? Have you gone all the way? Just think about that. He has gone all the way for you, and the one thing He has left for the hearts that have come to know Him is to 

call Him to mind where He has been rejected. It may be the last time. We have these opportunities and there could be no greater supply. He has poured out a blessing from on high; you have received the remission of sins and the gift of the Spirit; that is the gospel; wonderful! Sins remitted, but the gift of the Holy Spirit gives entrance into all the wealth of the purpose of God. 

Well, that is the prophet Joel and it was said to Israel, and Peter says, Well, this is it; you have not to wait until the day of the appearing comes, you can have it now. The Spirit had come. What a time it was! You say, I would like to have been there. The day of the Spirit is here today, just as it was then. The public position may have failed and broken down, and you may have failed and missed your opportunity. But there is no change with God; there is no change with Jesus; “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and to the ages to come”, Hebrews 13: 8. There is no change with the Father. His attitude is still the same; God is the Same, that is one of His titles, ‘The Same’. We change, and we need to change, but God does not change, and one of the reasons He has given us the Spirit is that we might be changed and become more like Jesus, that perfect, sinless, holy Man. 

Now in Zechariah it says, “I will pour upon the house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem”. I like that, “the inhabitants of Jerusalem”; the very place where the Messiah was put to death and crucified was where the Spirit was poured out. That is our God, the time we are in, this dispensation of grace. The very best was poured out in the very worst place, and so it is today, it has not changed. “And they shall look on me whom they pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for an only son”. The days 

of mourning are coming; God has not forgotten His earthly people; no. He is going to fulfil every promise He ever made; He will never break a promise; we can trust Him. So God made these promises to Israel. You say, Where are they? They are going to be fulfilled, every one of them, but before they are, God is going to bring about repentance; that is the basis of God’s blessing for men, all men—repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. He is going to be linked with the house of David in Jerusalem, and He is going to 

“pour upon the house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of supplications”. Maybe they will be persons who have never prayed before and they will be given light; the operations of God in the Spirit will bring about a softening in their hearts and they will begin to cry out for the Messiah. 

He has given up the Jews as a nation for the moment, but every one of them can come in on the ground of all men; that is what God has done. There is no difference. The Jew is not at any disadvantage today in that sense. Jew or Gentile are all on the same ground in the light of the gospel as we know it today. But God will take up His earthly people and they will come to this point that they will want Christ, their Messiah, and say, What shall we do, we crucified our Messiah? and they will remember Saul. What Saul said at his conversion was a pattern of all that should hereafter believe; that includes not only us today but includes the remnant of Israel. They will remember that God had mercy on Saul and He will have mercy on them. 

This is God; let us come to know Him better. He wants us to know Him; not only to know about Him, but to know Him; know Him in our own personal histories, and know Him in our assembly histories, and trust Him that in His love to us He will see us through. 

Now you come to Malachi, “Will a man rob God?” God says. You just “prove me”. That is what God wants us to do; He wants us to prove Him. You can know all about Him from your earliest days; you may preach the gospel far better than I can, but prove God in your circumstances, and in your assembly history too. Just trust Him, prove Him. He says, “Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house”. I would say again, You go the whole way. Whatever exercises God may raise with us, let us go the whole way, first of all in repentance, and then as to the interests of God here. Then it says, “prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing”—think of God doing that! That is His answer; not pouring out judgment, as He did in Noah’s day, but pouring out a blessing, and that blessing is the Spirit of God, the very best, “till there be no place for it”. Would you not like to have an experience like that, to be “filled with the Holy Spirit” as it says of certain men in the book of the Acts? 

Well, that is my message for you today. That is the God we have. Lay hold of His promises; strengthen your faith; we are lacking in faith so much; we want total faith, faith in the Spirit. 

Act in faith if something comes up that seems difficult; abide by the truth; stand by the truth, and the Spirit will confirm what you do. I understand that is the way the Spirit works. You have to answer to the truth, you have to make a sacrifice, and the Spirit will confirm you. 

You want confirmation, and you find that God will confirm you in every step of the way. All I would say is, Go the whole way, dear brethren today, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Birmingham
5 September 1987 

 


Scripture references

Joel 2:28-29 (JND) [28] And it shall come to pass afterwards [that] I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. [29] Yea, even upon the bondmen and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my Spirit.

Zechariah 12:10-11 (JND) [10] And I will pour upon the house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of supplications; and they shall look on me whom they pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for an only [son], and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for [his] firstborn. [11] In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadad-rimmon in the valley of Megiddon.

Malachi 3:8-10 (JND) [8] Will a man rob God? But ye rob me. And ye say, Wherein do we rob thee? [In] tithes and heave-offerings. [9] Ye are cursed with a curse; and me ye rob, [even] this whole nation. [10] Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, that there may be food in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing, till there be no place for it.

Acts 10:38 (JND) [38] Jesus who [was] of Nazareth: how God anointed him with [the] Holy Spirit and with power; who went through [all quarters] doing good, and healing all that were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.

1 Peter 1:10-12 (JND) [10] Concerning which salvation prophets, who have prophesied of the grace towards you, sought out and searched out; [11] searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ which [was] in them pointed out, testifying before of the sufferings which [belonged] to Christ, and the glories after these. [12] To whom it was revealed, that not to themselves but to you they ministered those things, which have now been announced to you by those who have declared to you the glad tidings by [the] Holy Spirit, sent from heaven, which angels desire to look into.

Luke 24:36-39 (JND) [36] And as they were saying these things, he himself stood in their midst, and says to them, Peace [be] unto you. [37] But they, being confounded and being frightened, supposed they beheld a spirit. [38] And he said to them, Why are ye troubled? and why are thoughts rising in your hearts? [39] behold my hands and my feet, that it is *I* myself. Handle me and see, for a spirit has not flesh and bones as ye see me having.

Colossians 1:20 (JND) [20] and by him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross by him, whether the things on the earth or the things in the heavens.

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].



THE PURPOSE OF GOD

S. D. K. Roberts 

Ephesians 1: 3, 4; 2: 4–6; Exodus 15: 13, 16, 17; 

Numbers 21: 4–9, 16, 17; Joshua 3: 11, 14–17 

I want to speak about purpose. I wonder whether we all have a purpose. Things in the world just move along and people move with them. It is important for every one of us to have a purpose in life, but if our purpose relates merely to this life we shall be disappointed. The best purpose we can have is the purpose of God, and if we set ourselves to enter into that we shall not be disappointed. The expression “the heavenlies” is repeated in the passages read in Ephesians. The first reference relates to the purpose of God and the second to our entering into it. God’s thought for us all is that we should enter into it now and enjoy it. Ephesians takes us a little further than Colossians—to the heavenlies—and surely we would not want to depart out of this world without reaching God’s purpose—“Blessed ... with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ” and “made to sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus”. 

Some might ask, How can I reach the heavenlies and enter consciously into God’s purpose for me as a matter of present enjoyment—to be “holy and blameless before him in love”? It is surely a wonderful objective, to be quickened together with the Christ and made to sit down in the heavenlies in Him. 

You get a great view if you look down from the top, as in the Song of Songs 4: 8, “Come with me … Come, look from the top of Amanah”. To move 

forward from the light of God’s purpose to my actually entering into it as a matter of present enjoyment involves a journey for the soul. However, this journey need not take a long time. I would like to illustrate it by Israel’s journey from Egypt into the land of Canaan. It is only a type because for us the end to be reached is not an earthly, but a heavenly, sphere. I survey the journey as from a height in order to be concise. 

First there was the going out of Egypt. God’s thought in Exodus was to bring them out that He might bring them in. “Thou by thy mercy hast led forth the people that thou hadst redeemed ... Till the people pass over that thou hast purchased”, Exodus 15: 13, 16. The heavenlies are the other side of Jordan. The way we go is much the same as with Israel. The going out involved redemption; they were secured out of slavery. Then there was the going through the Red Sea, involving salvation; but when they came to going over the Jordan the need was deliverance. 

In Numbers 21 the people realized for the first time that not only had they sinned but that they were sinful. They had been bitten by the serpents and unless there had been an intervention from God Himself they would have died. The burning poison was in them. But, in type, God showed them in the serpent of brass (it could read ‘copper’) how His judgment of sin had been fully borne, to His full satisfaction, in the sinless One, our Lord Jesus Christ, being made sin before God, bearing, and exhausting, the fire of God’s righteous judgment on sin from its very inception. Copper does not melt under extreme heat, and whilst Christ exhausted God’s judgment on sin, He was not exhausted by it. He did not die in exhaustion, He “uttered a loud cry” and expired (Mark 15: 37). He died in power. Having looked intently on that serpent of brass— 

typically Christ made sin, made the very thing that had bitten them—they lived. 

Next they move on and are given the springing well, typical of the Holy Spirit as witness within the believer of a risen and glorified. Christ. Water rises to its own level, and the Holy Spirit, as we make way for Him, will lead us up to the height from which He has come. 

Israel now had power as they approached the crossing over Jordan and their eyes were fixed on “the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth” which went before them. The priests’ 

feet actually touched the water, for He tasted death. Consequent on the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipping in the edge of the water, the waters disappeared and the whole nation went over on dry ground. Their new ground was still on earth, but ours is “the heavenlies”. 

We do not have to go through death literally, but as associated with Christ, the Ark of the covenant, we can plant our feet on our new ground. This is not only on the other side of death in resurrection, but where the Ark now is, in the very presence of God, the heavenlies. 

How are we going to move on from light as to the purpose of God to the enjoyment of His purpose? We have a sense by the Spirit of God that we are “quickened … with the Christ”. 

Quickening, in this scripture, means ‘living in the life of another’, and we are made to sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, holy and blameless before God in love—and there for ever! It is God’s delight that we should enter into this consciously in our spirits now and fully enjoy it as being God’s eternal purpose for us. 

Substance of an address at Buckhurst Hill
13 February 1988 

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 1:3-4 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love;

Ephesians 2:4-6 (JND) [4] but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us, [5] (we too being dead in offences,) has quickened us with the Christ, (ye are saved by grace,) [6] and has raised [us] up together, and has made [us] sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus,

Exodus 15:13-17 (JND) [13] Thou by thy mercy hast led forth the people that thou hast redeemed; Thou hast guided them by thy strength unto the abode of thy holiness. [14] The peoples heard it, they were afraid: A thrill seized the inhabitants of Philistia. [15] Then the princes of Edom were amazed; The mighty men of Moab, trembling hath seized them; All the inhabitants of Canaan melted away. [16] Fear and dread fall upon them; By the greatness of thine arm they are still as a stone; Till thy people pass over, Jehovah, Till the people pass over that thou hast purchased. [17] Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, The place that thou, Jehovah, hast made thy dwelling, The Sanctuary, Lord, that thy hands have prepared.

Numbers 21:4-17 (JND) [4] And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to go round the land of Edom; and the soul of the people became impatient on the way; [5] and the people spoke against God, and against Moses, Why have ye brought us up out of Egypt that we should die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, and no water, and our soul loathes this light bread. [6] Then Jehovah sent fiery serpents among the people, which bit the people; and much people of Israel died. [7] And the people came to Moses and said, We have sinned, in that we have spoken against Jehovah, and against thee: pray to Jehovah that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. [8] And Jehovah said to Moses, Make thee a fiery [serpent], and set it upon a pole; and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, and looketh upon it, shall live. [9] And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole; and it came to pass, if a serpent had bitten any man, and he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. [10] And the children of Israel journeyed, and encamped in Oboth. [11] And they removed from Oboth, and encamped at Ijim-Abarim, in the wilderness that is before Moab, toward the sun-rising. [12] From thence they removed, and encamped at the torrent Zered. [13] From thence they removed, and encamped on the other side of the Arnon, which is in the wilderness that comes out of the border of the Amorites. For the Arnon is the border of Moab, between Moab and the Amorites. [14] Therefore it is said in the book of the wars of Jehovah, Vaheb in Suphah, and the brooks of Arnon; [15] And the stream of the brooks which turneth to the dwelling of Ar, And inclineth toward the border of Moab. …

Joshua 3:11-17 (JND) [11] Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is going over before you into the Jordan. [12] And now take you twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, one man for each tribe. [13] And it shall come to pass, when the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of Jehovah, the Lord of all the earth, rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan, the waters flowing down from above, shall be cut off, and shall stand up in a heap. [14] And it came to pass when the people removed from their tents, to pass over the Jordan, that the priests bearing the ark of the covenant were before the people; [15] and when they that bore the ark were come to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipped in the edge of the water (and the Jordan is full over all its banks throughout the days of harvest), [16] the waters which flowed down from above stood [and] rose up in a heap, very far, by Adam, the city that is beside Zaretan; and those that flowed down towards the sea of the plain, the salt sea, were completely cut off. And the people went over opposite to Jericho. [17] And the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of Jehovah stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan. And all Israel went over on dry ground, until all the nation had completely gone over the Jordan.

Song of Solomon 4:8 (JND) [8] [Come] with me, from Lebanon, [my] spouse, With me from Lebanon, Come, look from the top of Amanah, From the top of Senir and Hermon, From the lions' dens, From the mountains of the leopards.

Exodus 15:13-16 (JND) [13] Thou by thy mercy hast led forth the people that thou hast redeemed; Thou hast guided them by thy strength unto the abode of thy holiness. [14] The peoples heard it, they were afraid: A thrill seized the inhabitants of Philistia. [15] Then the princes of Edom were amazed; The mighty men of Moab, trembling hath seized them; All the inhabitants of Canaan melted away. [16] Fear and dread fall upon them; By the greatness of thine arm they are still as a stone; Till thy people pass over, Jehovah, Till the people pass over that thou hast purchased.

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

Mark 15:37 (JND) [37] And Jesus, having uttered a loud cry, expired.



CHRIST GLORIFIED

F. C. Mutton 

Ephesians 1: 16 (from “making mention”)–23; 4: 8–10; Colossians 1: 17, 18; Hebrews 1: 1–4 

I feel the need of much grace in seeking to comment on these rich and wonderful scriptures which engage us with the present position of our Lord Jesus Christ. What a blessed thing it is to be occupied, to be absorbed, with Christ as He is, where He is. We have to attend to much here that relates to responsibility. It is essential that we do attend to it, to our personal, household, local, and general exercises, but let us never be far from occupation with, and contemplation of, our blessed Lord, in whom everything for divine pleasure is secured, and is expressed and personified. 

One great matter that the scriptures we have read touch upon, and which is very affecting, is how He has reached the place where He now is. In our first scripture, His present position is the result of what the Father has done. In the scripture in Hebrews it is the place which He Himself has taken by right; He set Himself down. Both are calculated to draw out worship. 

How rich these passages are and I earnestly desire that the Spirit may give us a touch as to them which will enrich our appreciation of Christ, in His glorious worth and supremacy. 

In Ephesians 1 the whole vast realm of divine pleasure opens up before us, all of which is based on the resurrection of Christ and the Father’s setting Him where He now is, “the might of his strength, in which he wrought in the Christ in raising him from among the dead”. I think a sense 

entered into our souls as we sang that hymn (No. 343) as to the glory of this blessed Man. As we exclaim, ‘Lord, what is man?’ here is the answer—Christ raised, Christ glorified, and set down at the right hand of the Father in the heavenlies. What a moment in time! What an answer to divine purpose before the world’s foundation! It is not now a Man in flesh and blood; He had been perfect in that condition, filled out in it all that was for divine pleasure. 

And it must be so, that in the very condition in which man as such had failed, and dishonoured God. God had been glorified in that blessed One who could say, “It is finished” 

and deliver up His spirit. He had glorified God in that condition; now He is in another condition. So we have “the working of the might of His (the Father’s) strength, in which he wrought in the Christ in raising him from among the dead”. What it meant to the Father, beloved, that that blessed Man should be in that area, among the dead. Oh the wonder of that divine counsel, the divine working, that the Christ should be found in that situation. 

The thing that affects me freshly, and it comes before us in the second scripture, is that it is a part of the glory of Christ that none has gone so low as He, and none has gone so high. The supremacy of the place into which He has now entered answers to the depths to which He went. What delight the Father had in raising Him in that selective resurrection. His answer to the faithfulness, the devotion, the unreserved committal of Jesus—“I lay down my life that I may take it again … I have received this commandment of my Father”, John 10: 17, 18. With what exultation would the Father’s glory operate in raising Him from among the dead! But then, as a second and additional thought, “he set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies”. The Spirit would give us 

some sense of the Father’s infinite delight and complacency and satisfaction in that action. 

“He set him down at his right hand”. He who is the Yea and the Amen, the assurance that every thought of the Father’s purpose and pleasure is established, and shall be secured, whether in this present dispensation, in the world to come, or in eternity. I think it is expressive of wondrous complacency and finality. We exult in that the purpose of love is given effect to in divine power and wisdom, and all is established in Christ. 

When we come to Ephesians 4, again we have these wonderful extremities—the depths, and the infinite heights that answer to the depths: “He that ascended, what is it but that he also descended into the lower parts of the earth?” It is a matter for worshipful contemplation—

“the lower parts of the earth”. Who can define it? It is inscrutable, but I am assured that it is part of the glory of the Lord that He has gone lower than any. There are no depths of distance, no depths of the moral issue, to which He Himself has not descended. It could not be otherwise; it could not be that there is any dimension of the moral question into which Jesus did not descend. But how glorious the answer, that the elevation, the ascension, the glorification, correspond to the depths to which He went. Now what does He do? What has He done? He has “ascended up on high, he has led captivity captive”. How encouraging these statements are! No adverse power has any claim over us any more. He has led captivity captive; the world, the flesh, the power of sin. He has led them all captive, and you and I are entitled, as associated with Him, to be ourselves in victory in life. 

Not only has He met every foe, but a wonderful administration commences in all its wealth; 

“He has 

led captivity captive, and has given gifts to men”. It is put here as if it was almost His first action as having ascended. Later in the chapter we have the gifts He has given, their variety and their purpose, all related to the work of the ministry, the edifying of the body of Christ, full growth and maturity, and our arriving “at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ”. So that we are set up with this rich and liberal endowment, with all that is necessary for the prosperity of the work of God in His people. 

This is the divine side, but there is your side and mine. Paul says to the Corinthians that there is to be desire on our part for gift, not to make anything of ourselves, but to be used and expended sacrificially for the beloved saints of God. I would say, especially to younger brethren, in Paul’s language (1 Corinthians 12: 31), “Desire earnestly the greater gifts”. We should be exercised as to this, and pray that others might be exercised as to it. What are we desiring? A good job? Well, the Lord will provide us with what He sees we need. But gift is equipment to enable us to be serviceable in all that God is doing in this dispensation, in His beloved people and in the gospel. Later, in chapter 14, after speaking about love, Paul says, 

“follow after love, and be emulous of spiritual manifestations” (that is something else to seek) “but rather that ye may prophesy”. So on the one hand there is the wondrous liberality of Christ in the bestowing of gift, but on the other hand there is the importance of earnest desire for gift on our part, that it may be used devotedly and sacrificially for the saints and for the testimony. 

I would only add this, that Mr. Taylor spoke of the scarcity of gift among sisters. I think there is scope for exercise there. Sisters can ask for gift. It would be a normal thing for a sister to 

have gift. For example, Philip’s four daughters prophesied (Acts 21: 9); that involves gift. 

They must have been holy sisters, and I think they asked the Lord for the ability to be of some help and comfort in personal contact and conversation with His dear people. Thus they were able to prophesy, and that fact is recorded, in Scripture because of its value. 

This passage should cause us to worship—“But that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended into the lower parts of the earth?” It would cause us to adore Him who has been so low, beyond our penetration or conception. How right that such a One should ascend up on high in supremacy of glory. 

What I wish to draw attention to in Colossians 1 is this marvellous setting out of who Christ is, and what He is. We have this wonderful description of His supremacy. “All things have been created by him and for him. And he is before all, and all things subsist together by him. 

And he is the head of the body, the assembly”. It is brought in in this epistle because chapter 2 shows that these beloved Colossian saints, who in many ways were so commendable, and had been from the very day that the glad tidings reached them, were in imminent danger of philosophy and vain deceit. Paul’s discerning eye saw that, and no doubt Epaphras, who had come to him from Colosse, had shared with Paul his own great exercise and concern. Hence Paul makes this statement, “He is before all … And he is the head of the body”. We have in chapter 2 Paul’s warning, “See that there be no one who shall lead you away”. Then he urges the importance of “holding fast the head”. We have a wonderful Head. Paul says (Colossians 2: 9), “in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”. It is in a Man, and therefore so available, so easily appropriated. It is intended 

to be not only encouraging and stimulating but regulating—“He is the head of the body”. 

How this has been challenged in the history of Christendom! The idea of a pope is a challenge to this, a denial of it, and it has come nearer home to us than that, to our shame and loss and sorrow. Thank God for deliverance from it! 

The scripture this brings to mind is the wonderful point when Solomon brought in the ark and placed it in the oracle of the house (1 Kings 8: 6). It says that “the cherubim stretched forth their wings”; it does not say ‘over the ark’ (which would be true), but ‘they stretched forth their wings over the place of the ark’. There is a difference. Here we have not only the ark, but the place of the ark, not only Christ personally, but the place He must have. The Father, who is represented by those cherubim, would jealously guard the place of the Head. Dear brethren, may we reverence and respect not only the Ark, but the place of the Ark in the whole divine order of things. 

This epistle is addressed to a locality, and though headship must be universal, it must operate in every locality. This is well-known ground, but it is a vital aspect of the headship of Christ that, whilst it operates generally, it operates in a specific way in relation to localities, because the Lord is the One who, for example, has the seven stars, which represent assemblies. I think this is of the greatest importance because I would tremble lest, with the best of intentions and desires, I might intrude on the rights of Christ in His headship and on His direct relations with His beloved people in any particular locality. It is a sobering thing that so often local problems become protracted and extended because of unwise influence and intervention from without. Now not for a moment would we contemplate the congregational idea, where 

one locality is set up in complete independence. That is foreign to the whole conception of the assembly. In Corinth the house of Chloe had advised Paul of the local crises, but the working out, the administration, the action, was essentially a local responsibility. Localities have their own direct, immediate relations with divine Persons. If it is in my spiritual capacity to bring in humbly any right influence, it might even be counsel, the way is open; but how easy it is to undermine or weaken, as we have seen in sad experience, the responsibility and the working out of matters in the locality. Where that is present it leads to complications and the prolonging of difficulties. 

Hence it weighs upon me tonight that ‘ He is the head of the body’. That is to be unchallenged universally and in its operation in our local companies. Thus headship will have its intended effect. May we all be in the active exercise that we have in chapter 2: 19 of “holding fast the head”. As we come together for all our occasions this is to be our attitude. What is to develop in any particular occasion? Matters can only rightly proceed and develop as we are in faith, dependence, reverence, submission and leadability, holding fast the Head. 

In Hebrews 1 one is especially thinking of verse 3, “Having made (by himself) the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high”. What profound statements these are! One Man alone is before us and the work that He has done by Himself. No other could essay to do it. He has done it, as the footnote helps us to understand, by Himself and for Himself, though, thank God, we reap the benefits of it. But what a work it is; “having made (by himself) the purification of sins”. You can bring the offerings in 

here as helps to our understanding—the passover, the sin-offering, the burnt-offering, and the fire, the blood, and the water. And the result of this immense work is the purification of sins—persons are cleansed, the sin issue dealt with for God according to the requirements of His own throne and His holy nature and attributes. One Person alone has done it. Let us more deeply and worshipfully contemplate it. When we think of the stain of sin and its terrible character, challenging God and all His rights, one blessed Man has provided the answer to it at such cost. And, the work having been done, He “set himself down”. Dear brethren, let us just contemplate it, this wonderful action of Jesus and the grandeur of it. From the lowest point He ascends to the highest point, and as of His own right sets Himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high. It involves His deity; it must do; but it is as Man that He has set Himself in that place of supremacy, power and greatness. 

And thus every thought of divine pleasure now flows out—“Thou art my Son … I will be to him for father, and he shall be to me for son … let all God’s angels worship him … Thy throne, O God, is to the age of the age” (Hebrews 1: 5–8). It is intended to bow our hearts in worship to the One who did the work, and who in His own right and entitlement—Oh wondrous, sublime and glorious action!—“set himself down”. We thought of the Father’s feelings in Ephesians 1, we think now of the Lord’s own feelings of victory and delight at having completed the whole work, and His setting Himself in this place of triumph, restfulness and power, from which all that is for God’s pleasure proceeds, as this scripture unfolds it. 

I would commend to the brethren other references in this epistle to the right hand. There are four of them, and they are comforting and encouraging. 

In Hebrews 8: 1 Paul sums up an extensive reference to the priesthood of Christ by saying, 

“We have such a one high priest who has sat down on the right hand of the throne of the greatness in the heavens”. What a comfort! Earlier he has been speaking of the features of our High Priest. He is able to sympathise with our infirmities, and we are to approach with boldness to the throne of grace (Hebrews 4: 15, 16). In our times of need—and we are always in need; how frail we are; how constantly we need the service of the High Priest let us remember that we have “such a one high priest who has sat down on the right hand of the throne of the greatness in the heavens”. You feel weak, you may feel the difficulties are overwhelming, well, turn your eyes heavenward and contemplate the supreme power and exaltation of our High Priest. As we know, the Hebrews were in danger of turning back; some of them were in danger of fainting, and these references to the right hand are intended to be immensely strengthening and encouraging. 

Another reference is in Hebrews 12, where it is a question of the race, “Let us run with endurance the race that lies before us”. We are to lay aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, “looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith”—that is, the One who has set on this whole conception of faith, and sustains and completes it—“who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross having despised the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God”. He has been through the very path that you and I are in, though feeling the tests and the opposition far more than we ever could. He has completed the course on this principle of faith, and nothing can be of greater encouragement to us than that, having completed that wondrous course of devotion and faithfulness. He is 

“set down at the right hand of the throne of 

God”. He is there for God, but there for you and there for me, that we might be strengthened and encouraged to run with endurance the race that lies before us. May we be doing this! I would that Christ might become more and more to us all as Object, and as Example. May it be so for His glory. Amen. 

Address at Colchester
5 December 1987 

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 1:16 (JND) [16] do not cease giving thanks for you, making mention [of you] at my prayers,

Colossians 1:17-18 (JND) [17] And *he* is before all, and all things subsist together by him. [18] And *he* is the head of the body, the assembly; who is [the] beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that *he* might have the first place in all things:

Hebrews 1:1-4 (JND) [1] God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high, [4] taking a place by so much better than the angels, as he inherits a name more excellent than they.

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

John 10:17-18 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again. [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

1 Corinthians 12:31 (JND) [31] But desire earnestly the greater gifts, and yet shew I unto you a way of more surpassing excellence.

Acts 21:9 (JND) [9] Now this man had four virgin daughters who prophesied.

Colossians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, …

Colossians 2:9 (JND) [9] For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily;

1 Kings 8:6 (JND) [6] And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of Jehovah to its place, into the oracle of the house, into the most holy place, under the wings of the cherubim;

Hebrews 1 (JND) [1] God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high, …

Hebrews 1:5-8 (JND) [5] For to which of the angels said he ever, *Thou* art my Son: this day have *I* begotten thee? and again, *I* will be to him for father, and *he* shall be to me for son? [6] and again, when he brings in the firstborn into the habitable world, he says, And let all God's angels worship him. [7] And as to the angels he says, Who makes his angels spirits and his ministers a flame of fire; [8] but as to the Son, Thy throne, O God, [is] to the age of the age, and a sceptre of uprightness [is] the sceptre of thy kingdom.

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Hebrews 8:1 (JND) [1] Now a summary of the things of which we are speaking [is], We have such a one high priest who has sat down on [the] right hand of the throne of the greatness in the heavens;

Hebrews 4:15-16 (JND) [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart. [16] Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help.

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …



“ANOTHER COMFORTER”

P. van den Berg 

Oh wondrous gift of love supreme, 

Sent down in lowly grace, 

We praise, blest Spirit, as by Thee 

We see His glorious face. 

Blest holy Comforter divine, 

Blest Fountain evermore! 

Filled in the fulness of God’s love 

We worship and adore. 

We praise Thee, holy Paraclete, 

Equal in Deity; 

We taste Thy love, the fulness known 

Of blest eternity. 

Rijswijk, 1949
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