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ASSEMBLY EXPERIENCE

J. Mitchell 

2 Timothy 2: 19–22; 1 Corinthians 1: 1–3; John 13: 1–8 

It is on one’s spirit, dear brethren, to say a word about the assembly, a very well known subject. What is upon one’s spirit is that we should not only know something about the assembly, and it is incumbent upon us that we should, but that we might have real experience of what the assembly actually is. There has been a tremendous amount of ministry as to the assembly. The first half of this century was very largely taken up with the opening up of this truth. Consequent upon the recovery of the saints to the truth as to eternal life, what came to light was the unfolding of the sphere in which eternal life was enjoyed, that is the assembly. 

In 1929 the truth as to the Person of Christ was unfolded, but what followed upon that was the great truth of the assembly. That accords with the word of Paul, “I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, Ephesians 5: 32. Now the truth of the assembly is constantly under the enemy’s attack. Indeed, the effort of the enemy at the present time is against the truth of the assembly being held and worked out in a living and practical way amongst us. If there is anything that he is against, he is against that. The assembly, the truth of which has come out in this dispensation, is God’s greatest thought. The light of the assembly is light from God that has outshone every other light that has ever come from God and ever will come from God. Now it is something for us to appreciate that we are in the time when the greatest light has come out. I speak not as to the light as to Christ. Of course He must stand on His own but, apart from that, the light as to the assembly is the greatest light that has come out from God. Therefore we need to value it, and I venture thus to speak of it a little, particularly having our younger brethren in view, that they might really understand how we reach the assembly in a practical way. 

I started with Timothy. Some might not think that is the best place to start because Timothy is a word for us in a day of breakdown. But while you cannot really have a true testimony without being in the enjoyment of heavenly things, as separation is given up, so will the enjoyment of heavenly truth be given up, and thus there will be deterioration in the testimony. So it is very important that we maintain the truth that is set out in 2 Timothy which has been described as our charter for a broken day. This scripture is not often spoken about these days, and I bring it forward at this time to remind all of us, and particularly our younger brethren, that there is a way through the present confusion that is abroad in religious circles, and even through any confusion that may arise in our minds. It is a fixed way. Where we began to read it says, “Yet the firm foundation of God stands”. Now that is something to get into our souls. Whatever may come about through breakdown, whatever failure may come in in the history of the assembly, the foundation of God remains unshaken and unshakeable. Therefore there is a clear way through for the exercised soul in a difficult day. 

That is something we need to get into our minds and into our affections. Some time ago persons were saying that all is up, but of such, beloved Mr. Stoney said, ‘All is up to those who say that all is up’. Be assured there is a firm foundation of God, beloved brethren. No matter what may come in in the history of the testimony, that stands absolutely inviolate and can never be shaken. We need to be rooted in our souls in the truth of that so that we can take our stand and remain unshaken no matter what the day may bring forth. 

Then it says, “having this seal”. Now the seal is what gives credence to a thing. You have a document and you put a seal upon it, that gives authority and credence to it. There is a link between 2 Timothy and Matthew’s gospel; both give us a legally right position, one which we can take our stand on and defend no matter what may come up. So that he says, “having this seal, The Lord knows those that are his”. Now that is another thing which should settle our minds and our souls. If the Lord knows those that are His, we can leave that matter with the Lord. That is what, in effect, the writer is saying to Timothy, a young man. We should, of course, carry in our affections and in our prayers all our beloved brethren wherever they may be, and we should feel that we cannot walk with many, but let us not get too obsessed with them. When the Lord comes for His own He will extricate every one of them from wherever he or she may be; whether they are in the grave, whether as alive they are all mixed up in the terrible religious chaos that is in the world, the Lord knows those that are His, and He will take every one of them out to be with Himself. That will be a wonderful day when for a brief moment in time the assembly will all be together, complete on this earth, before we shall be taken up to be with Him, and then, as the word is, “we shall be always with the Lord”, 1 Thessalonians 4: 17. So let us just bear in mind, “The Lord knows those that are his”. 

But then he goes on to say, “and, Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”. Now that is our responsibility. If you want to enquire what your responsibility is in a broken day, here it is. It is a very simple and straightforward matter. Paul does not add anything but just puts it in this way, “Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”. Now that is essential. As we think of the whole history of the assembly, we can sorrowfully see that what belongs to Christ has almost been taken away, and largely is under the power of the enemy. How sobering that is. It is a matter which we ought to feel. Beloved Mr. Lyon used to speak so feelingly about John as ‘the broken-hearted churchman’. We need broken-hearted churchmen, but such would be resolute in their souls in committal to the pathway of righteousness. The injunction to withdraw from iniquity is never weakened. 

Failure may come in, things may become distorted, but let us get our feet on solid ground, that is unchanged and never will change throughout the dispensation. Right on to the very end our direction will be, “Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”. 

Then it goes on to tell us, “pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”. Now that is a very fine thing, you withdraw from iniquity and pursue the principles set out here. Someone may say, But you do not pursue things, you pursue the Lord. Well that is true. The reference in Hebrews says, “let us go forth to him without the camp”, Hebrews 13: 13. But the way the apostle Paul puts it here is that we are to pursue principles, and as you pursue principles you find that there are others pursuing principles, and you can link on with such. That is the ground of our gathering, dear brethren, and let us have that as surety in our souls that there is no other ground. Persons may come out to a company, and then not long after they find that that company fails, and they get disillusioned and breakdown comes in. You come out to principles and principles stand, they never change, they never alter. It is part of the firm foundation of God, and as you come out to principles you can link on with persons who are pursuing those same principles. The first one is righteousness. Now I do not think that is individual righteousness so much, although undoubtedly it would be included, but I think that is righteousness in the circumstances of the great house in a broken day. How much unrighteousness there is, how much sorrow has been caused even by persons who belong to the Lord. It is a sorrowful thing to think how much unrighteousness has been caused, but our path is to pursue righteousness. Then it goes on, “faith, love, peace with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”. Well I trust that I have said enough about that. I have not said anything new; these have been well established matters among us. As you follow these principles you can have the ground of gathering. 

Now there is another side to it, a very beautiful side, that as you act on such a scripture you will find the Lord is in the midst of such a company. That is something to be cherished. I wonder if I could ask the question, How many of us have the experience in our souls of the Lord in the midst? That is something that would hold us against all the waves and the winds and everything that would shake us. What I have sought to set out is the basis on which He is in the midst. It is not that we should claim anything. What we are seeking to do is to set out the truth, and then it is up to each one of us to look at ourselves and see in what measure we answer to the truth. As you answer to the truth of this scripture you have a ground for gathering and can know the Lord in the midst. Moses said at a critical time, that links with this passage, “If thy presence do not go, bring us not up hence”, Exodus 33: 15. If there is one thing to be cherished, beloved brethren, it is the Lord in the midst. It is not an official position; there is nothing official about it; it is a matter of following the scripture. In days past there were a number of young men and young women who had to find their way through the labyrinth of evil that was abroad in the profession, and they came through in the experience of their souls to an area that the Lord could acknowledge and in which He could be. Now most of us have been born and brought up in fellowship. But the fact of being born and brought up in fellowship might perhaps weaken the exercise of coming through in our souls to solid ground—to where the Lord is in the midst of a company and where we can be in righteousness. I leave that with you that it might exercise your soul and that you might reflect over matters. Beloved Mr. Raven said it is extremely important that we should understand where we are, and why we are there. (See New Series Volume 2, pages 3–11). And thus I think it is essential that we go over these well established, basic matters. There is salvation in being in the fellowship, for which we are very thankful, and we would seek to preserve everyone in it. But there might be a tendency with us to drift on in fellowship without 

the real soul experience that is proper to the position that we have taken up. 

Now I come to Corinthians, which deals with “the assembly of God which is in Corinth”, the assembly as it is in the midst of an evil world where Christ has been rejected. It is not the heavenly side of the assembly, we will come to that in John’s gospel; but 1 Corinthians sets out the assembly in its public aspect, how it appears in the world. Paul very largely brings that truth on to view. Luke companies with Paul, and he writes his gospel and the book of the Acts in view of assembly material coming to light. In his gospel Luke says more about a city than all the other gospel writers put together, and when he comes to his second discourse, the Acts of the Apostles, he says even more about a city there. Luke is carrying in his mind Paul’s ministry as to the assembly in a locality. If we are to think of the assembly in its public aspect that means the local assembly. God has set persons in places in view of a testimony to Himself, and in view of having there what is His own, and what can take care of every interest of His in the scene in which we are. Now that is a very beautiful thing; that is why we have been set in the local assembly, and the local assembly has in view that God is rightly represented. The assembly of God which is in Corinth is not derivative. You have to go elsewhere if you want the derivative side, that is that it derives from God. What we have here is representative; it is that here which can represent God. 

When the Lord came into this scene morally all was dark, and it says “the darkness apprehended it not”. John 1: 5. There, in a Man, in Christ, was the truth of God, and it was the answer to all the moral chaos that was abroad in the world at that time. Now He went through this scene for thirty-three and a half years, three and a half years of them in public service, and the Lord went out of it. He had to die out of the scene. He had to leave it because there was no room for a righteous Man 

here. It is very sorrowful to think about the character of the world in which we are. It has not changed one whit. The Lord had to leave it. Now He is on high. Does that mean the testimony is finished? No, beloved brethren, certainly not. The testimony is going through in the assembly in the power of the Spirit. It is a wonderful thing to think of, that God has in these large cities, such as this one, a company of persons who set out the testimony. It may be in relatively few persons but God has that there which can fully represent Him. I was encouraged, while travelling in America, in these huge cities built up by man, to see that God had a handful of persons who were walking in the light of the assembly of God in a place. In that handful of persons He had everything there that would rightly represent Himself. So that while there is moral chaos abroad, there is moral order even in this world and that moral order is in the local assembly. As I said, Luke speaks of the city more than anyone else. 

One of the things that Luke tells us the Lord said before He was taken up is, “but do ye remain in the city till ye be clothed with power from on high”, Luke 24: 49. Now that is very blessed, and brings out the infinite grace of Christ that they should remain in the very city where He was crucified. There is however more in it than that. Luke has in mind the local assemblies that were to come in through the service of Paul and that God had set up deliberately. As you go through the book of the Acts, you find the deliberate way in which the Spirit of God moves sovereignly to take up persons in cities to form them into local assemblies. There is in each place everything that was necessary to represent God and everything that was of pleasure to Himself. It is a very important matter that we have moral order in our local assemblies. One of the first things is obedience to authority. Self-willed persons do not like it but it is the truth that there is authority in the local assembly, and that remains. In the beginning of the Acts, it says, “they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the 

apostles”, Acts 2: 42. That shows there was moral authority there. Someone might say, That was with the apostles. But it was authority in a city and the apostles set it out. Now what is authoritative in character remains by way of moral authority in the local assembly. Let us then be subject to it, beloved brethren, every one of us. Let us not be insubject, let us not be questioning and raising issues as to what the Lord has placed in our locality. He has placed it there to take care of His own interests and He is jealous of it. Let us be assured of that, He is very jealous of it. So there is authority, and then the result is moral order. 

In 1 Corinthians 11 Paul speaks of the Supper, but before that he brings out the moral order that is in the local assembly. He brings out the truth from the divine side that Christ’s head is God, man’s head is Christ, and the woman’s head is the man. He goes into some detail, which I do not intend to go into now. I leave it for the brethren to enquire into themselves, but only say enough to show there is an area here in the local assembly where there is moral order. 

That is a very important matter. Let none of us disrupt the moral order that is in the assembly. 

Let every one of us be contributory to it in our measure. It is essential that we become subject to it and contributory to it so that there is that here which can represent God Himself. The result is that, as it says in chapter 14, when the saints are together for prophetic ministry, if some unbeliever or simple person comes in, he is convicted of all, he is judged of all, and he falls down doing homage to God. He perceives that there is an area there in which God is. 

That is what he says, “God is indeed amongst you” (1 Corinthians 11: 25). That is what is to come out in our local assemblies. They are to be marked by moral order and authority. I think these are matters that have been weakened. In the world in which we are, authority has grown extraordinarily weak. This country may be the greatest example of it. I am not seeking to be critical, but no one can fail to see the present terrible weakness in government. The danger is that these things can filter in among the saints of the assembly. Let us be in our guard, beloved brethren, let us cherish what the assembly of God is in the places in which we are. 

I know we are walking in broken days and that we cannot claim to be the assembly. But in a broken day we have to look back and see what existed before the breakdown, and we have then to govern our walk and shape our course according to that. You do not shape your course according to breakdown, you shape your course according to what is in the divine mind as to the local assembly. I seek to raise the matter with the brethren that there should be a concern constantly to maintain moral order. One thing I might say before passing on, as it comes very much into the epistle to the Corinthians, that is to be very careful about any partisanship or divisive spirit. There is nothing that will disrupt moral order more than partisanship and preferences. That is what they were doing in Corinth and it was disrupting the moral order that God had set in the assembly, so much so that the apostle Paul had to say that when they came together for the Supper it was for the worse. He had laboured for eighteen months in that city and he had unquestionably left them in good state, but divisions had come in, and he has to say to them that their assembling was not for the better but for the worse. He even says it was not really to partake of the Supper they came together. That is a very, very sobering thing, and I leave these matters on our spirits, beloved brethren, so that we may not take things for granted and just drift along, but there should be exercise with every one of us to maintain things according to the right level. 

Now I go on to John 13 because I think that is very beautiful. The assembly had not been formed at that time. The Spirit had not come and the assembly was not formed until the Spirit came. Nevertheless in chapters 13 to 17 of John’s gospel, and then again in 

chapter 20, the Lord is seeking to instruct His own as to what would be proper to the assembly when the Spirit had come. We can therefore take it up in the light of that. Chapter 13 stands at the threshold of spiritual experience. It is not the assembly in her public aspect in the world out of which Christ has been cast and in which there is evil. In John’s gospel we have come to the spiritual setting and to spiritual experience. In the teaching we have had, John 13 has been likened to the porch in the house of God built by Solomon, and what marked it was a great sea of water and ten lavers. It is not a sea exactly here, it is a wash-hand basin. That might equate more to the ten lavers, but the idea of the sea is to indicate that there is a great resource to meet every matter to enable the saints of the assembly, without any hindrance whatsoever, to enter into true spiritual experience. 

Now, what do we know about real spiritual experience? That is not just something in our minds. We need our minds, and we need to know the truth, but it is actual experience. I do not know that one can say much more about it than that, but it is experience; you know you have had it, and no one can ever take it from you. It is something fixed in your soul history which no one can take away, and will stand you in good stead. If we are to be in the testimony outwardly it is certainly essential that we should know something about inward spiritual experience in the assembly. That is what John is bringing forward by the Spirit in his gospel. This chapter is like the threshold of Solomon’s house, and what comes in is the service of the love of Christ in order that there might be nothing to hinder. It is not exactly the removal of matters, although that is involved in it, but that there should be nothing to hinder the saints moving into the great spiritual experience that He has in mind. 

There are a number of things that come into this section of scripture but I wish to speak of two. The first 

one is the knowledge of the Father. The Lord brings out instruction as to the Father in this section of John’s gospel more than He does elsewhere. He is departing out of the world to the Father. He is going to leave His own, and He is seeking to instruct them in their direct relations with the Father. He says at one point, “in that day ye shall demand nothing of me ... 

Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give you”, John 16: 23. You would always do it in His name, but the Lord is seeking to bring out the blessedness of direct experience with the Father. Now that is family experience, and the family is one of the finest things you can possibly have. It is another feature which the enemy is against; publicly there has been terrible deterioration and disruption in family relations. O, beloved, let us preserve family relations among the brethren. I think family relations will be enjoyed as we come to know, in the experience of our souls, the Father, because He gives character to those who know Him. Every family in heaven and on earth is named of the Father, and again I say without a moment’s hesitation, the enemy is active always to disrupt these family relations. 

Beloved, I speak very practically and very feelingly, and I trust with some measure of conviction. Let us look to matters to see whether they are going to disrupt family relations among the saints. If it is a matter of principle, of course, that must go through; but something may come up in which no principle is involved, a question of wisdom, should we do this or should we do that? Is it going to disrupt family relations? If it is, you had better leave it alone; on the other hand if you are the opposer, you had better go along with it. The thing is to preserve family relations among the saints. 

That is one of the things that comes out in this section in John’s gospel. The Spirit is here to help us. He is the Spirit of the Father, and the Spirit of His Son, and as such He would promote right family feelings amongst us. Throughout this century, collateral with the 

development of the truth of the assembly, the enemy was out to cause local disruptions. He wanted to disturb the family, to break into family relations, and I believe, beloved, and I say it very feelingly, the Spirit of God is appealing to us at the present time to put these disrupting things away. Put them away, forget them, finish with them for ever, and let us get on together in family affection with one another. I think that would be an appeal of the Spirit at the present time, and I think the Lord would emphasise that in our midst. Let us go on together in family affection. 

Now the other thing that comes out in the chapter is what I mentioned as to this great sea. If these things are to be worked out it involves moral cleansing. That was the point of the great sea. It showed the amplitude of the resource to effect moral cleansing among those who approached God’s house, and that is something of which we can avail ourselves. The Lord brings that in here, not exactly as a sea, but He brings it down to a wash-hand basin. 

Unquestionably He had taken the water for the wash-hand basin out of a larger vessel, but He pours it into a wash-hand basin. The Lord comes down to where they are. The Lord would do that as we are set to go on in family affection for one another, and with desire to enter into spiritual experience. The Lord will come just to where we are, and He will serve us in His own way. One last remark I make as to chapters 13 to 17 of John’s gospel is that it is the Lord who does everything. Let us not be like Peter. Peter opted out of it, he says, “Lord, dost thou wash my feet?” Let us not allow ourselves to be taken out of the Lord’s hands and the way He would serve each one of us personally in view of fitting happily into the family of God and into the spiritual experiences of the saints. May the Lord bless His word to us. 

Address at Barnet
11 May 1996 

 


Scripture references

2 Timothy 2:19-22 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity. [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

1 Corinthians 1:1-3 (JND) [1] Paul, [a] called apostle of Jesus Christ, by God's will, and Sosthenes the brother, [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours: [3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ.

John 13:1-8 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, [4] rises from supper and lays aside his garments, and having taken a linen towel he girded himself: [5] then he pours water into the washhand basin, and began to wash the feet of the disciples, and to wipe them with the linen towel with which he was girded. [6] He comes therefore to Simon Peter; and *he* says to him, Lord, dost thou wash *my* feet? [7] Jesus answered and said to him, What I do thou dost not know now, but thou shalt know hereafter. [8] Peter says to him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, Unless I wash thee, thou hast not part with me.

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

Hebrews 13:13 (JND) [13] therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach:

Exodus 33:15 (JND) [15] And he said to him, If thy presence do not go, bring us not up hence.

John 1:5 (JND) [5] And the light appears in darkness, and the darkness apprehended it not.

Luke 24:49 (JND) [49] And behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you; but do ye remain in the city till ye be clothed with power from on high.

Acts 2:42 (JND) [42] And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers.

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

1 Corinthians 11:25 (JND) [25] In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood: this do, as often as ye shall drink [it], in remembrance of me.

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 16:23 (JND) [23] And in that day ye shall demand nothing of me: verily, verily, I say to you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give you.



PIETY

P. S. Chareyre 

Ruth 2: 1; 1 Timothy 6: 1–12 

I should like to begin by saying a few words on the epistles to Timothy. We are all agreed, I suppose, about what has often been stated, that the second epistle to Timothy contains the believer’s charter for the difficult days of the church’s ruin. That is a principle that we all accept. I think it is of great value to accept it, and to see clearly how the Holy Spirit has foreseen the evil times. By means of the apostle Paul, He supplied in advance, so to speak, the provision that was going to be necessary for the state of things that the Lord Jesus Himself brings to light in chapters 2 and 3 of the Revelation. From the moment when the lamp is removed out of its place, the Lord takes account of the overcomer. 

It is a question of being an overcomer (in the singular). The Lord does not say ‘Those that overcome’, but “He that overcomes”; and we see how the epistles to Timothy answer to this necessity. We may well ask—How am I to be an overcomer? The answer, as far as it can be found, is assuredly in the epistles to Timothy. If we are together, it can only be rightly so before God if each one has followed a moral road, a strictly individual road, to arrive there. 

That is why the epistles to Timothy are so necessary to us. While we have the instruction appropriate to the days of breakdown in the second epistle, the first instructs us, I think, in certain characteristics that are indispensable for being able to meet the responsibility of the second; and one essential feature in this regard is piety. 

I should like to draw our attention in a simple way to piety. It is plain that piety runs all through the first epistle. We have it from the third chapter onwards, 

where it is connected with the thought of mystery. In chapter 4, in the exhortations addressed to Timothy personally, piety, we are told, is profitable for everything. Then the apostle goes on to say in chapter 6—“piety with contentment is great gain”. 

I have read in chapter 6 because Paul brings in the thought of a bondman. As you know, the Lord was the bondman, and He was the pious Man, “who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form” (Philippians 2: 6, 7): that is to say, not only did He become man, but He became a Man having that character. As He says prophetically in the book of Zechariah, “for man acquired me as bondman from my youth” (Zechariah 13: 5). We need to contemplate the Lord very much in that condition, I think. We are in days when the world is busy bringing about circumstances in which man can assert himself. That becomes a temptation to every one of us, the temptation to try to go higher. The Lord Jesus has shown the downward way, and He is the pious Man. In Psalm 16, Christ designates Himself, by the prophetic Spirit, as 

“thy Holy One”, that is, according to the note, ‘thy gracious One’, or ‘thy pious One’, as we find it explained in the note to 2 Chronicles 6: 42. (Note ‘e’ in the 1991 Edition of Mr. Darby’s English translation). That is to say, the character of a saint (or holy one) according to God consists in piety, a thought that we need to understand well and meditate upon. 

So this epistle to Timothy emphasises piety. The beginning of this chapter is occupied with the responsibility of bondmen, who are exhorted to show the features of humility, subjection, and obedience in their everyday life, quite the opposite of our natural ambitions. In the epistle to Titus, Paul says, in relation to bondmen, “that they may adorn the teaching which is of our Saviour God in all things” (Titus 2: 10), a great privilege by which this class of society is honoured. 

Going further on in this chapter, we find that “piety with contentment is great gain”. I must speak soberly of this, because I know very well, by my own experience, how difficult it is to learn to be satisfied with small conditions; and dissatisfaction is a snare by means of which Satan does us a great deal of damage. He undermines our spiritual life by these ambitions (whether gratified or not) which are found in every one of our hearts, and which fill the world; but “piety with contentment is great gain”. So the apostle goes on emphatically—“For we have brought nothing into the world—it is manifest that neither can we carry anything out. But having sustenance and covering, we will be content with these. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and many unwise and hurtful lusts, which plunge men into destruction and ruin. For the love of money is the root of every evil”. These are realities; they are things that have a powerful influence over us, and Paul speaks about them at length. He speaks at length and in detail about piety. 

He writes all this to Timothy. We say Timothy was a young man; we are accustomed to hearing him called that. That is of course what Paul says—“thy youth”. Nevertheless he was a man who had laboured fourteen years with Paul. When Paul wrote this first epistle to him, Timothy had shared in the hard labours of the apostle for fourteen years; he was not a child; but the apostle gives him these warnings, the warnings that are practically necessary if one is to be ready to meet the obligations of the second epistle righteously. Timothy received this letter; he read it for himself, so I need to read it for myself. When he received the second letter, two years later, Paul had been taken prisoner again; things were darkening. But for two years he had had Paul’s first letter with him. He had had to work at Ephesus among the saints under the impression of that first letter. When he received the second, I think he was a man prepared to receive it. And I ask myself in what measure, morally, I have been prepared for this 

second epistle. We are put to the test practically by these things, beloved brethren, tested whether we are persons who can live the truth that we profess. Thus we have the way marked out by the Lord Himself, the way that leads down, the way in which, if we commit ourselves to it, we find peace. It is the way of Christ’s yoke—“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me ... and ye shall find rest to your souls”, Matthew 11: 29. The yoke that He carried, He carried it on the downward way. 

Nevertheless He is the “mighty man of wealth”. We can understand that everything belongs to Him because He Himself created everything. But there is something more. As we have said, He left the condition appropriate to His supremacy over all things, although they never ceased to belong to Him; He went this way, the way of piety. Think of what is said of our Lord Jesus Christ in the epistle to the Hebrews (Hebrews 5: 7)—“Who in the days of his flesh, having offered up both supplications and entreaties to him who was able to save Him out of death, with strong crying and tears”; He was heard because of his piety”; He, our Saviour, was heard because of His piety! Could I be heard because of my piety? Yet in this path He manifested His strength, because Satan had no hold on Him. How easily Satan gets a hold on us! How quickly he can make us drop down and down, bringing us ever lower, down to the level of the world! But against Christ he could do nothing—“the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing”, John 14: 30. He bound the strong man, He plundered his goods, and He is sitting in glory. He is seated there on high as the One who has led captivity captive, and carried off the spoil from the enemy. That is what He is, the “mighty man of wealth”. 

When the humbling history of the church in responsibility is coming to an end, He has to use very severe language, as He does to Laodicea. He presents Himself as the faithful and true Witness. He was the 

faithful Witness: He was faithful in the path of self-abasement and humiliation, in the path of piety. He has not ceased to be faithful since then. So He offers us the advice to buy from Him. Let us read the passage, “I counsel thee to buy of me gold purified by fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white garments, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness may not be made manifest; and eye-salve to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see. I rebuke and discipline as many as I love; be zealous therefore and repent”, Revelation 3: 18, 19. He is the “mighty man of wealth”. He has received everything as Man; He inherits all things as Man, and He offers to each one to have a share in His riches. “I counsel thee to buy of me”—we must accept that we have to buy. That is a very remarkable thing. The gospel is free. God causes the costless character of the glad tidings to be proclaimed; but there comes a moment in our history when Christ says to us, “I counsel thee to buy of me”. If we want some of those riches, dear brothers and sisters, we must buy them; we shall not have them without paying; the Lord Jesus tells us so. Well, we know what that means—it is the path of piety and contentment, the path of giving up things that we might like, things that might be profitable to us as regards our earthly condition. The Lord leaves no alternative; the situation is that “thou art the ... poor”—‘ You are the poor one; there is only one way out, and that is to follow My advice, to buy gold and garments and eye-salve from Me’. 

Then there is something very precious in these closing words addressed to Laodicea. The Lord goes on to say—“Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me”. He carries you, so to speak, into the light of chapter 14 of John’s gospel: He will come to one who keeps His word. This therefore is still available to each one of us at the end of the dispensation. 

One word more. “He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne; as I also have overcome and have sat down with my Father in his throne”. Think of that: “As I also have overcome”; I find that deeply affecting and moving. The Lord takes you and puts you alongside Himself, as He has overcome. He says: ‘You have overcome in a very little thing; well, I consider that you have overcome as I have done’. He who has overcome everything, who has met all the power of the world, of Satan and of death, He puts you beside Himself, saying, “As I also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne”. 

May we be encouraged to become overcomers, accepting the way by which it can be reached, the way for which there is no substitute, the way that Paul taught Timothy, in order that it may be true that we are among the number of those who are consistent with the rights of the Lord Jesus. I believe it is a serious matter to profess to acknowledge and accept the authority of 2 Timothy 2. It becomes us to consider well whether we are clothed with the corresponding moral character, that if an overcomer. 

Address at Vevey
29 April 1995 

 


Scripture references

Ruth 2:1 (JND) [1] And Naomi had a relation of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech, and his name was Boaz.

1 Timothy 6:1-12 (JND) [1] Let as many bondmen as are under yoke count their own masters worthy of all honour, that the name of God and the teaching be not blasphemed. [2] And they that have believing masters, let them not despise [them] because they are brethren; but let them the rather serve them with subjection, because they are faithful and beloved, who profit by the good and ready service [rendered]. These things teach and exhort. [3] If any one teach differently, and do not accede to sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the teaching which [is] according to piety, [4] he is puffed up, knowing nothing, but sick about questions and disputes of words, out of which arise envy, strife, injurious words, evil suspicions, [5] constant quarrellings of men corrupted in mind and destitute of the truth, holding gain to be [the end of] piety. [6] But piety with contentment *is* great gain. [7] For we have brought nothing into the world: [it is] [manifest] that neither can we carry anything out. [8] But having sustenance and covering, we will be content with these. [9] But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and many unwise and hurtful lusts, which plunge men into destruction and ruin. [10] For the love of money is [the] root of every evil; which some having aspired after, have wandered from the faith, and pierced themselves with many sorrows. [11] But *thou*, O man of God, flee these things, and pursue righteousness, piety, faith, love, endurance, meekness of spirit. [12] Strive earnestly [in] the good conflict of faith. Lay hold of eternal life, to which thou hast been called, and hast confessed the good confession before many witnesses.

Philippians 2:6-7 (JND) [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men;

Zechariah 13:5 (JND) [5] And he shall say, I am no prophet, I am a tiller of the ground; for man acquired me [as bondman] from my youth.

Psalms 16 (JND) [1] {Michtam of David.} Preserve me, O God: for I trust in thee. [2] Thou [my soul] hast said to Jehovah, Thou art the Lord: my goodness [extendeth] not to thee; [3] To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent [thou hast said], In them is all my delight. …

2 Chronicles 6:42 (JND) [42] Jehovah Elohim, turn not away the face of thine anointed: remember mercies to David thy servant.

Titus 2:10 (JND) [10] not robbing [their masters], but shewing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the teaching which [is] of our Saviour God in all things.

Matthew 11:29 (JND) [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls;

Hebrews 5:7 (JND) [7] Who in the days of his flesh, having offered up both supplications and entreaties to him who was able to save him out of death, with strong crying and tears; (and having been heard because of his piety;)

John 14:30 (JND) [30] I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing;

Revelation 3:18-19 (JND) [18] I counsel thee to buy of me gold purified by fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white garments, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness may not be made manifest; and eye-salve to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see. [19] I rebuke and discipline as many as I love; be zealous therefore and repent.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …



THE LITTLE CHILD

W. Lamont 

Matthew 2: 9; 2 Kings 5: 8–14; Isaiah 11: 6–10 

I think it will be evident to all, that the thought in mind is the little Child. You could say that is not much to speak about, of little importance in the world, hardly worth noticing. We began this morning by addressing the Lord Jesus in song, 

‘Lord Jesus, Thou by whom the worlds were made, 

As holy Babe wast in a manger laid’. (Hymn 99) 

There was no Babe, no little Child like that, never before and never since, and never will be. 

Luke says, “the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God”. Luke 1: 35. 

Every other child born is brought forth in iniquity (see Psalm 51: 5). That is the whole human race. But Jesus was born the Holy Thing, without one spot. Matthew presents Him as the little Child. The Creator of the universe came in as a little Child. One’s soul goes out in worship in speaking about Him. It brought out two things; homage by some persons, and on the other hand murder in the heart of Herod. What is your reaction to the presentation of Christ? Is it affection for Him? Readiness to worship? Or is it reproach or murder in your heart? As He proceeded in His life, they were ready to kill Him, sought every opportunity to put Him to death, and ultimately they did so. 

The little Child had a star. We referred during the readings to creation being moved at His death. We might say the sun hid its face, the earth moved in earthquake, the rocks were rent at His death. But when He was born there was a star and it was His star; not only the star to let the magi know where He was, but it was His star. He owned it. He created it. Yet that star, which was His creation, pointed the way to where He was as a little Child. O the wonder of it! Matthew is so impressed by the thought of the little Child, I think he refers to it about eight times in this chapter. What care was taken over this little Child. Perfect in every way, He grew up into boyhood, into manhood, absolutely perfect. And at the point of His condemnation in Pilate’s judgment hall, Pilate had to cry, “Behold the man!” John 19: 5. 

Even Pilate in his unbelief recognised that there had never been such a Man. God so ordered it that that cry came forth from him. O the majesty of Jesus in Pilate’s judgment hall! 

Outwardly He was on trial, but really it was Pilate who was in the dock. The whole human race was on trial. Look at that notice at the 

cross in Greek, Hebrew and Latin, “Jesus the Nazaraean, the King of the Jews”. He certainly was, but these three languages represented the whole world, and yet He was there as the Saviour of the world. 

The little child is a wonderful thought. Later in this gospel, in chapter 18, the disciples were gathered and Jesus was there. The disciples were reasoning among themselves who was the greatest. The awfulness of it! He took a little child and set it in their midst. And He says, 

“Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens”, Matthew 18: 3. My friend, are you converted? Someone said that conversion is a change of mind. I think it goes further than that; it is a complete change of the person. Conversion alters you, it changes the way you think. These men, instead of reasoning who was the greatest among themselves, were led to give Christ the first place. That is the effect of conversion. Instead of seeking to make much of yourself, you make everything of Christ. 

In 2 Kings 5 Naaman was a great man before his master. The issue in this chapter outwardly was Syria and Israel. I just point out in passing that an issue is still there. We do not involve ourselves in politics, but it is obvious that there is still an issue between Syria and Israel. The only One who will resolve it, is the One we are speaking of, who was here as a little Child. 

There are so many other things throughout the world, but there is only one Man who can settle the issues. God says in the prophet, “I will overturn, overturn, overturn it! This also shall be no more, until he come whose right it is; and I will give it to him”, Ezekiel 21: 27. O 

what a thing that is, all will be given to Christ, the One who came in as a Babe. 

Namaan had to learn a deep lesson, he had to learn in type that the Jordan was the only answer to his sinful condition. And we have to learn that the death of Christ is the only answer to our sinnership. It is the only answer to the moral question, the question of good and evil. That virus sin had entered into the universe, and by one man came into the world. Sin existed in the universe before it came into the world. The chaos at the beginning of Genesis was the result of sin. There was one who sought to exalt his throne above the stars of God, Lucifer, son of the morning (see Isaiah 14: 12, 13). The answer is the Man who thought it not an object of rapine to be on an equality with God, but emptied Himself and became a bondman (Philippians 2: 6, 7). This great man was a leper. For us it would be that he was a sinner. The only answer was he should wash himself in the Jordan, typical of the death of Christ, where the whole issue was settled for God and for us. The great truth of propitiation, the work of Christ Godward, has cleared the whole matter in the sight of God; John says, “he is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world”, 1 John 2: 2. The wrath of God came on Christ, in relation to the whole issue of sin and sins. Then there is the truth of substitution. I trust we understand these things. You only get the benefit of the work of Jesus at the cross, as you claim that work for yourselves, by putting your faith in Him and in His precious blood. Your only hope, my friend, is the blood of Jesus; God has set Him forth a mercy-seat through faith in His blood (Romans 3: 25). 

Naaman had to learn that it could be through no merit of his own, no great act that he was prepared to do. We are dependent on the mercy of God. Paul could say, “but mercy was shewn me”, 1 Timothy 1: 13. He learnt it deeply in his soul. He speaks of “God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us”, Ephesians 2: 4. Behind the preaching of the glad tidings lies the heart of God. He is presenting His own beloved Son as Saviour. Mr. Darby says of the sufferings of Christ, referred to in Psalm 22, ‘When under the pressure of the others, God, His only resource forsakes Him’. (From pamphlet ‘The Sufferings of Christ’, (page 

7). It affects the soul, my friends. Then He lay in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights. No geography, no geology can tell you where the heart of the earth is, because it is a moral thought. The type in Jonah says that He went down to the bottoms of the mountains; right to the bottoms of the mountains, not one detail missed, not one sin not taken account of, then He was raised from among the dead by the glory of the Father. That is the standpoint from which the glad tidings is preached tonight, that there is a Man in the presence of God, crowned with glory and honour. Put your faith in Him. We do not take anything for granted in the glad tidings. Put your faith in Christ. This man had to learn what we are speaking about. He was a great man and honourable. O, you might say, ‘Naaman was a fine fellow’; but he was a leper, a sinner, and he needed to learn, in type, that the only hope for him, was to avail himself of the death of Christ, and to plunge himself seven times in the Jordan; not once, not twice, but seven times. It had to be a complete matter. His flesh became again as the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. Typically it was the cleansing effect of the blood of Jesus, “the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”, 1 John 1: 7. 

Avail yourself of it today! 

Isaiah 11, anticipates the coming day, when “the earth shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea”. There will not be one dark corner on the earth. The knowledge of God will reach every corner of the earth. What a day it will be! What a blest condition, and “a little child shall lead them”. How different from this world, where men trample on each other to reach the top. If you want to reach the top in this world, you must be ruthless. But in that coming day, “a little child shall lead them”. It is a beautiful picture. It will be a moral thought as well as literal, a complete change. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, which would be illustrated in Saul of Tarsus and Ananias in the assembly at Damascus. 

Saul of Tarsus 

was acting like a lion, like a wolf, like a bear ravaging the assembly, but he was converted. 

Someone said that Saul of Tarsus (later named Paul) would come to a local assembly, and what would he see there? He would see orphans there, he would say, ‘I am responsible for that!’ 

Solomon could say at the beginning of his kingship, when God asked him what he wished, “I am but a little child”, 1 Kings 3: 7. In principle he was in the gain of Matthew 18. God granted him wisdom. As we are on this line there is no limit to what God will grant us. He has given us His Spirit to sustain us. We ought not to be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of Paul his prisoner. We can live today in the full flow of the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, personally, individually, householdly, and in our local assemblies. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Vevey
30 April 1995 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 2:9 (JND) [9] And they having heard the king went their way; and lo, the star, which they had seen in the east, went before them until it came and stood over the place where the little child was.

2 Kings 5:8-14 (JND) [8] And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his garments, that he sent to the king, saying, Why hast thou rent thy garments? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel. [9] And Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the doorway of the house of Elisha. [10] And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. [11] And Naaman was wroth, and went away and said, Behold, I thought, He will certainly come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of Jehovah his God, and wave his hand over the place, and cure the leper. [12] Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them and be clean? And he turned and went away in a rage. [13] And his servants drew near, and spoke to him and said, My father, [if] the prophet had bidden thee [do some] great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he says to thee, Wash and be clean? [14] Then he went down, and plunged himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God. And his flesh became again like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

Isaiah 11:6-10 (JND) [6] The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and the young lion and the fatted beast together, and a little child shall lead them. [7] And the cow and the she-bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. [8] And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the adder, and the weaned child shall put forth its hand to the viper's den. [9] They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea. [10] And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, standing as a banner of the peoples: the nations shall seek it; and his resting-place shall be glory.

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

Psalms 51:5 (JND) [5] Behold, in iniquity was I brought forth, and in sin did my mother conceive me.

John 19:5 (JND) [5] (Jesus therefore went forth without, wearing the crown of thorn, and the purple robe.) And he says to them, Behold the man!

Matthew 18:3 (JND) [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens.

2 Kings 5 (JND) [1] And Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man before his master, and honourable, for by him Jehovah had given deliverance to Syria; and he was a mighty man of valour, [but] a leper. [2] And the Syrians had gone out in bands, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. [3] And she said to her mistress, Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria! then he would cure him of his leprosy. …

Ezekiel 21:27 (JND) [27] I will overturn, overturn, overturn it! This also shall be no [more], until he come whose right it is; and I will give it [to him].

Isaiah 14:12-13 (JND) [12] How art thou fallen from heaven, Lucifer, son of the morning! Thou art cut down to the ground, that didst prostrate the nations! [13] And thou that didst say in thy heart, I will ascend into the heavens, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit upon the mount of assembly, in the recesses of the north;

Philippians 2:6-7 (JND) [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men;

1 John 2:2 (JND) [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world.

Romans 3:25 (JND) [25] whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood, for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness, in respect of the passing by the sins that had taken place before, through the forbearance of God;

1 Timothy 1:13 (JND) [13] who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing [man]: but mercy was shewn me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief.

Ephesians 2:4 (JND) [4] but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us,

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Isaiah 11 (JND) [1] And there shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch out of his roots shall be fruitful; [2] and the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah. [3] And his delight will be in the fear of Jehovah; and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears; …

1 Kings 3:7 (JND) [7] And now, Jehovah my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father; and I am but a little child: I know not to go out and to come in.

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …



EXTRACT

What I would remark at the outset is that in dealing with types of Christ, if we are to profit, we have to dismiss from our minds that is literal, and think only of what is typified, and who is typified, otherwise we shall lose what is for us; we shall miss the substance, and what God intends for us is the substance and not the shadow. We cannot live on shadows. We .must have the substance, and in order to have that we must learn to exclude from our minds the literal type, and occupy ourselves with what is typified, so that our souls may be nourished. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 30, p.226) 
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