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THE CALLING  
W. Dickson  
2 Timothy 1: 9; Hebrews 3: 1; Philippians 3: 13, 14  
It may be gleaned from these scriptures, beloved brethren, 
that I would like to say a word about the calling. It has 
interested me very much that the apostle, whenever he wants 
the beloved brethren to lift their sights up, speaks about the 
calling, and I thought we might get a touch on that at this time. 
I sometimes wonder if the young brethren understand what the 
calling is. Is it one of those deep things in the Bible, the 
calling? If I may give an illustration, I observed the other day 
the honours list, the peerages and all the rest of them. 
Through grace the believer is greater than all that; he is a saint 
by divine calling; “called saints”. It is a wonderful dignity that 
you are a saint by the calling of God. It is greater than any 
honour this world could give you. No distinction this world 
could confer upon you, no honour in any field, in politics, 
business, sport, or anything else, can equal the fact that you 
are a called saint. So the apostle lifts up the sights of the 
brethren by reminding them of this precious distinction as to 
their calling. So in these scriptures there is “a holy calling”, a 
“heavenly calling”, and a high calling, and perhaps we could 
have a simple touch in regard to all of them.  
First of all the holy calling. Paul is writing to Timothy—who was 
at Ephesus—and we know from the record in the Acts of the 
Apostles that Ephesus was a very wicked city, an idolatrous 
one. There was no sink of corruption that did not find its place 
at Ephesus. In that city was young Timothy, and Paul reminds 
him that he has been  
called with a holy calling. If young Timothy was ever tempted, 
and I suppose being a young man he would know what 
temptation was, as he walked through the streets of Ephesus 
among those shrines of iniquity he would say, ‘Not for me’. He


Scripture references

2 Timothy 1:9 (JND) [9] who has saved us, and has called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to [his] own purpose and grace, which [was] given to us in Christ Jesus before [the] ages of time,

Hebrews 3:1 (JND) [1] Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of [the] heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus,

Philippians 3:13-14 (JND) [13] Brethren, *I* do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.
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would say, ‘I have been called with a holy calling, and I have a 
distinction, an honour from God, that I would not sully for a 
moment by moving in that circle of things’.  
The next thing is the heavenly calling in Hebrews. It says, 
“Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, 
consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession.  
Jesus …”. Now that word “partakers” is interesting. Beloved 
brethren, do we all partake of the heavenly calling? It is what 
you enjoy; you partake of it. We have had a weekend of 
refreshing ministry, and you felt the very atmosphere was just 
right. Were you a partaker of the heavenly calling? Did you 
partake of it, or did you say, ‘Everybody else seems to be 
enjoying themselves, but—I do not know why—I have not 
quite got it’? It is a wonderful thing to partake of the heavenly 
calling amongst the people of God. What is touched amongst 
the saints, in the environment of eternal life, is a heavenly 
calling. The world could not offer you anything like that.  
And then it says, “Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our 
confession, Jesus”. You desire to be in this circle where you 
are going to hear about “the Apostle and High Priest of our 
confession, Jesus”. Consider Him. It is the contrast, beloved 
brethren, to the earthly system of things; Christianity is so 
much greater. It is good for younger brethren to know the 
heavenly calling. A young brother said to me some time ago, 
‘Why can we not be more outgoing, not sitting in meetings 
talking about the truth? There are  
those who are active evangelically, and people are getting 
converted’. But, beloved brethren, while we surely need to be 
evangelical, the heavenly calling is not just that. You young 
people have been granted a wonderful blessing that you are 
brought into a circle to partake of the heavenly calling, Christ 
and the assembly, and all the wonderful things involved in the 
revelation of God. You do not get that in an earthly religion; 
you will not get that in the established church or in any church;
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you will only get it where the Spirit of God is free. A wonderful 
thing that! Have you partaken of it? Do you look forward to the 
Supper as the greatest event in your life, that you are going to 
partake of the heavenly calling? It will lift your heart to Jesus, 
“the Apostle and High Priest of our confession”.  
In Philippians Paul says, “Brethren, I do not count to have got 
possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, 
and stretching out to the things before, I pursue, looking 
towards the goal, for the prize of the calling on high”—or as 
the Authorised Version puts it,  
“the high calling”—“of God in Christ Jesus”. The high calling—
Have you got your sights in that direction, beloved brethren? 
“The calling on high of God in Christ Jesus”. Our brother said 
over the weekend that Christianity is Christ, but Christ 
glorified. That is it. That is “the prize of the calling on high of 
God in Christ Jesus”. This was Paul and he is pursuing the 
prize, Christ in glory. As the hymn puts it, ‘Yon heaven is our 
home’. The high calling stirs us up and takes away the 
lethargy from us. How sad it would have been if half-way 
across the wilderness Rebecca had said to Abraham’s 
servant, ‘I want to go back to my father, my mother, my home’. 
Mr. Darby says in the ‘Synopsis’ on Genesis 24, ‘But to return 
was to give up Isaac (Christ)’—“The prize of the calling on high 
of God in Christ Jesus”. Rebecca would have missed that if 
she had gone back. None of us want to go back, do we? Why 
should we go back? Is there any need to go back if we have 
“the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus” before 
us?  
Another scripture occurs to me in Thessalonians, “To which 
end we also pray always for you, that our God may count you 
worthy of the calling”—think of that!—“and fulfil all the good 
pleasure of his goodness and the work of faith with power, so 
that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you 
and ye in him, according to the grace of our God, and of the 
Lord Jesus Christ”, 2 Thessalonians 1: 11, 12. “Worthy of the


Scripture references

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 (JND) [11] To which end we also pray always for you, that our God may count you worthy of the calling, and fulfil all [the] good pleasure of [his] goodness and [the] work of faith with power, [12] so that the name of our Lord Jesus [Christ] may be glorified in you and *ye* in him, according to the grace of our God, and of [the] Lord Jesus Christ.
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calling”, beloved brethren, worthy of your holy calling, your 
heavenly calling, and your high calling. A member of the Royal 
Family should not act or speak in a way that is not worthy of 
royal status. The saints of God are royalty, and the Lord 
expects us to walk worthy of our calling.  
May we be encouraged, beloved brethren, to lift our sights just 
a little bit higher than they have been, and to walk in the light, 
dignity, and grace that God has given us, for His name’s sake. 
Amen.  
Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh 
3 January 1989
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“THE MORNING COMETH”  
J. Earl  
Isaiah 21: 11, 12; Matthew 14: 22–32; Revelation 22: 16, 17; 
John 21: 4, 5, 12 (to “dine”), 20–22, 24, 25  
I want to refer to the watches of the night, issuing in the 
morning which means for us the coming of the Lord. It is a 
wonderful thing to have it before us; that is the real morning for 
which we are waiting because when we see Jesus face to face 
the morning will have come and that morning is the 
introduction to God’s eternal day. All these things are before 
us and one feels that the Spirit is urging us to be looking more 
intently for the coming of Jesus.  
These two verses in Isaiah, coming right in the midst of 
prophetic utterances that bear on the governmental ways of 
God with the nations around Israel, seem to stand out. It is a 
very important question—“Watchman, what of the night?” It is 
so important that it is repeated. We are still in the night, 
brethren, but it is nearly over and the answer on the 
watchman’s part was not that the night was slipping away but, 
“The morning cometh”. Now may that reach our hearts; it is 
coming nearer every day, every moment. The night watches 
are nearly over and, as far as the saints are concerned, when 
the night watches are finished they will appear no more for 
ever. That order of things that God has in mind for us is linked 
up with Christ and His precious work; night shall not be there, 
no tears, no sorrow, no testings. The former things shall all 
have passed away.  
But at the moment we are still here and we are tested moment 
by moment, and I think this question raises a challenge with us 
as to just where we are in relation to the night and what our 
expectation is, what our hope is, in relation to the morning. So 
he says, “The morning cometh, and also the night”. That is a 
solemn matter. There is a terrible night coming for western


Scripture references

Isaiah 21:11-12 (JND) [11] The burden of Dumah. He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night? [12] The watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will inquire, inquire; return, come.

Matthew 14:22-32 (JND) [22] And immediately he compelled the disciples to go on board ship, and to go on before him to the other side, until he should have dismissed the crowds. [23] And having dismissed the crowds, he went up into the mountain apart to pray. And when even was come, he was alone there, [24] but the ship was already in the middle of the sea tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary. [25] But in the fourth watch of the night he went off to them, walking on the sea. [26] And the disciples, seeing him walking on the sea, were troubled, saying, It is an apparition. And they cried out through fear. [27] But Jesus immediately spoke to them, saying, Take courage; it is *I*: be not afraid. [28] And Peter answering him said, Lord, if it be *thou*, command me to come to thee upon the waters. [29] And he said, Come. And Peter, having descended from the ship, walked upon the waters to go to Jesus. [30] But seeing the wind strong he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, Lord, save me. [31] And immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught hold of him, and says to him, O thou of little faith, why didst thou doubt? [32] And when they had gone up into the ship, the wind fell.

Revelation 22:16-17 (JND) [16] *I* Jesus have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies. *I* am the root and offspring of David, the bright [and] morning star. [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

John 21:4-12 (JND) [4] And early morn already breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; the disciples however did not know that it was Jesus. [5] Jesus therefore says to them, Children, have ye anything to eat? They answered him, No. [6] And he said to them, Cast the net at the right side of the ship and ye will find. They cast therefore, and they could no longer draw it, from the multitude of fishes. [7] That disciple therefore whom Jesus loved says to Peter, It is the Lord. Simon Peter therefore, having heard that it was the Lord, girded his overcoat [on him] (for he was naked), and cast himself into the sea; [8] and the other disciples came in the small boat, for they were not far from the land, but somewhere about two hundred cubits, dragging the net of fishes. [9] When therefore they went out on the land, they see a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, and bread. [10] Jesus says to them, Bring of the fishes which ye have now taken. [11] Simon Peter went up and drew the net to the land full of great fishes, a hundred and fifty-three; and though there were so many, the net was not rent. [12] Jesus says to them, Come [and] dine. But none of the disciples dared inquire of him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord.
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Christendom where the light of the gospel has shone and the 
truth has been opened up prophetically and otherwise, a 
terrible night! The darkness outside, beloved, is increasing in 
intensity, and we feel it! The darkness in  
Egypt could be felt (Exodus 10: 21), and yet there is 
something far worse yet to come upon this scene after the 
saints are taken away from it. We are to be affected and 
sobered by these things. I think that is where watching comes 
in in one aspect. There is quite a bit about watching in 
Scripture. The Lord uses the exhortation many times. He says 
in Mark 13: 35,  
“Watch therefore, for ye do not know when the master of the 
house comes—evening, or midnight, or cock-crow, or 
morning”. The Lord thus indicates the watches of the night. 
And then He says, “Lest coming suddenly he find you 
sleeping. But what I say to you, I say to all.  
Watch”. So let us be watchers. Many other scriptures might be 
adduced. The apostle wrote to the Thessalonians reminding 
them that they were sons of light and sons of day (1  
Thessalonians 5: 5); their behaviour was to be in keeping with 
that, and not like so many in the world who go on with the 
things that attach to the night. He also admonishes them,  
“Watch and be sober”. That is a salutary word for us.  
Then Isaiah 21: 12 goes on, “if ye will inquire, inquire”. So if we 
are in a quandary about anything let us enquire; let us seek 
God about matters, let us enquire at His hand. Then he says, 
“Return, come”. Is there someone here this evening uncertain 
as to their position, uncertain as to where the Lord would have 
them go, or what He would have them do? Well, enquire about 
it, and if the conscience is reached in these things and one 
begins to feel that he has lost his way, the word is. Return to 
where the Lord would have you be. In Luke 15, when the


Scripture references

Exodus 10:21 (JND) [21] And Jehovah said to Moses, Stretch out thy hand toward the heavens, that there may be darkness in the land of Egypt so that one may feel darkness.

Mark 13:35 (JND) [35] Watch therefore, for ye do not know when the master of the house comes: evening, or midnight, or cock-crow, or morning;

Isaiah 21:12 (JND) [12] The watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will inquire, inquire; return, come.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …
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prodigal really came to things in repentance, he said, “I will 
rise up and go to my father”.  
That was a return. After he had been received and the festive 
scene had begun the elder son came up and enquired as to 
what was going on. The servant said, “Thy brother is come, 
and thy father has killed the fatted calf because he has 
received him safe  
and well”. So there you get it, “Return, come”. At the finish the 
father said, “Thy brother was dead and has come to life again, 
and was lost and has been found”. So, after all, it is the mercy 
and grace of God that bring any one of us back. And we have 
needed to be brought back. Is there anyone of us here that 
would say that we have not needed to be recovered? We have 
needed mercy and we shall need it to the very last moment 
while we remain here.  
In Matthew 14, a remarkable scripture, Jesus compelled these 
disciples to go on board ship and to cross to the other side 
before Him. That is where we are at the moment, still on the 
crossing. They were in the middle of the sea; maybe we are 
nearer the other side. We have the same kind of testing, things 
that are against us, winds, waves, storms; we still have 
sorrows. God desires to be known as near to us when these 
pressures come. One thing that has greatly encouraged me 
has been the utterance of Moses, “Thy refuge is the God of 
old, and underneath are the eternal arms”, Deuteronomy 33: 
27. Dear brethren, those arms are always there, no matter 
how low we may get; underneath are the eternal arms. And 
God means us to be encouraged. But here the Lord went up 
into the mountain. He was thinking of them; His eye was upon 
them. In the general sense, that is where He is tonight; He is 
at the right hand of God, always living to intercede for us 
(Hebrews 7: 25)—wonderful scripture, wonderful fact! (see 
also Romans 8: 27). The very fact that He is living means that 
He has the everlasting priesthood and “he is able to save 
completely those who approach by him to God”. And so while


Scripture references

Matthew 14 (JND) [1] At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus, [2] and said to his servants, This is John the baptist: *he* is risen from the dead, and because of this these works of power display their force in him. [3] For Herod had seized John, and had bound him and put him in prison on account of Herodias the wife of Philip his brother. …

Deuteronomy 33 (JND) [1] And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death. [2] And he said, Jehovah came from Sinai, And rose up from Seir unto them; He shone forth from mount Paran, And he came from the myriads of the sanctuary; From his right hand [went forth] a law of fire for them. [3] Yea, he loveth the peoples, All his saints are in thy hand, And they sit down at thy feet; Each receiveth of thy words. …

Hebrews 7:25 (JND) [25] Whence also he is able to save completely those who approach by him to God, always living to intercede for them.

Romans 8:27 (JND) [27] But he who searches the hearts knows what [is] the mind of the Spirit, because he intercedes for saints according to God.
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the disciples are in the middle of the sea in distress—Mark 
speaks of their labouring in rowing—Jesus goes off to them—
this is a beautiful touch—‘in the fourth watch of the night’, just 
before the morning; and I think we need to see in  
the various ways in which the Lord intervenes in trials that 
there is always a distinct presentation of Himself. What we 
need to get in any intervention is the way the Lord appears in 
it. And those who discern the Lord in the intervention prove the 
blessedness of the recovery that takes place and the 
consequent deliverance.  
This is an extraordinary happening. The Lord appears in this 
way to them, walking on the water in the fourth watch of the 
night. I think it has rightly been applied to the remarkable 
intervention some 150 years ago, and the distinct way in which 
the Lord presented Himself at that time. Those who discerned 
the Lord in that movement were those who became delivered 
from their links with the public ecclesiastical position in 
Christendom. We have had, we might say, an intervention 
much more recently than that, and again I think those who 
discerned the Lord in it got the benefit of being delivered and 
restored. The disciples did not discern Him at first. How 
touching it is that the Lord said, “Take courage; it is I”. He 
never changes. Peter moved at once—I want to refer to Peter, 
for a moment. He said, “Lord, if it be thou, command me to 
come to thee upon the waters”. This distinct presentation of 
Christ reached Peter’s soul, and he was prepared to leave the 
boat and go out on the water to meet Jesus. Jesus had come 
into the situation. For a short time everything was all right; 
Peter walked on the water. But then he took his eyes off 
Jesus—and so did we, dear brethren, and we have needed to 
have our vision redirected back to Jesus. When Peter took his 
eyes off the Lord he began to sink. What did he do? He cried 
out, “Lord, save me”. And that is what we need to do in an 
experience like that. And if we fail to discern the Lord in His 
movements there is nothing surer than that we shall find 
ourselves sinking, unequal to the situation.
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There was nobody else who could help him; help was found 
alone in the Saviour. He stretched out His hand immediately 
and took hold of Peter and—a beautiful touch I had not noticed 
before— they went up into the ship; “when they had gone up 
into the ship”, the Lord and Peter.  
But I think we need to note that Peter was prepared to leave 
the ship to go to Jesus. The root difficulty with a good many 
who are uncertain as to their movements is that they are 
reluctant to leave the ship, and so the whole point of what the 
Lord could effect is being missed. What happened after they 
went up into the ship is another scene; the wind dropped 
immediately.  
Prophetically, that is yet to come, but I am sure of this, that as 
the Lord comes in in these movements of His and presents 
Himself we need to be committed to the presentation of 
Himself so as to get the gain of the intervention. It says in 
Mark 6: 47 that He would have passed them by. It is a very 
sobering thought. I think Peter is a very important example for 
us as to leaving everything to reach Jesus in answer to the 
way that He presents Himself at any given time.  
Now the intervention in the early 1800’s drew attention to the 
glory of the heavenly Man.  
Christ above, and to His body here united to Him by the Spirit, 
and opened out the richness of Paul’s ministry. When Paul 
was converted on the road to Damascus the Lord presented 
Himself to him, saying, “Why persecutest thou me?”, and that 
was really the crux of Paul’s ministry. One of Paul’s well-
known expressions is, “I speak as to Christ, and as to the 
assembly”, Ephesians 5: 32. We need to understand, dear 
brethren, the distinctive appearing of the Lord in that particular 
movement. The Lord has been appealing to us through 
ministry on that line ever since, and the Spirit of God is 
stressing it


Scripture references

Mark 6:47 (JND) [47] And when evening was come, the ship was in the midst of the sea, and *he* alone upon the land.

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.
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now, and I trust that there is exercise to cling to what we have 
had and what we now have.  
‘Hold fast what thou hast’ (Revelation 3: 11), was the word to 
Philadelphia, “that no one take thy crown”. I think 
Philadelphia’s crown is the personal approval of Christ, but it 
involves that the saints are committed to keeping His word and 
not denying His name. What the Lord is entitled to we surely 
desire to make available to Him. There were earlier watches of 
the night. There is no time to refer to them in detail now. We 
can think of the Reformation and of Wycliffe and others nearly 
200 years before Luther. All these movements brought the 
Lord Himself before the saints. In the addresses to the 
assemblies we get the same thing. In writing to the angel of 
each assembly the Lord presents Himself in a distinctive way 
and it is very important to lay hold of that.  
In Revelation 22: 16 we are right at the end of the period here, 
the end of the night, the end of the watches, and the Lord 
again presents Himself. Here it is the shining of the morning 
star.  
In John 21 He is standing on the shore (I want to link these 
passages together), but here it is,  
“I Jesus have sent mine angel”. What an appeal! What 
personality underlies it. Who could appeal like Jesus? “I am 
the root and offspring of David”. Let us lay hold of that. We 
were saying today that Satan is attacking relentlessly the holy 
manhood of Jesus and putting forward the denial of His deity. 
Oh may our hearts be rallied by this appeal. His own word to 
us, “I am the root and offspring of David”. David stands for the 
very best, and how wonderful it is to think of Jesus in this 
regard. I believe that Satan is outdoing himself in what he is at 
because every genuine lover of Christ will rally to the support 
of the truth of His Person in the present blatant attack on our 
Saviour. Many scriptures come to mind—John 1, Colossians 
1,


Scripture references

Revelation 3:11 (JND) [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.

Revelation 22:16 (JND) [16] *I* Jesus have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies. *I* am the root and offspring of David, the bright [and] morning star.

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …
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Hebrews 1; and many other scriptures assert not only the deity 
of Jesus, the fact that He is God “Over all God blessed for 
ever, Amen” (Romans 9: 5) (And we add our ‘Amens’)—but 
also abundantly declare the perfection of His manhood.  
The “bright and morning star”, just before the day breaks, is in 
line with the other scriptures we have read; the fourth watch of 
the night is nearly over. The Lord is appealing in this way to 
us. It is His personal appeal, which is intended to secure an 
answer from each of our hearts,  
“The Spirit and the bride say, Come”. I have been impressed 
lately in thinking of the greatness of the result of the Spirit’s 
work all through the dispensation, to have the bride in concert 
with Himself; they are together. We need to be held, together 
in the bonds of love by the Spirit as loyal to Jesus; We may not 
have much more time; the fact that the morning is coming—is 
nearly here—means that time is very restricted for us. How 
important to get right in our state before God. This needs to be 
stressed at the present juncture. So, “Return, come”.  
If something needs getting right, well get it right. We have 
been talking today about our witness, and how important it is 
to be here in witness for Christ and to be available for the 
service of God, fully committed to it—not as something 
secondary, it is the prime matter. The first priority is to be here 
for God and for Christ, in the testimony, and in the service of 
God.  
So the next word is, “Let him that hears say, Come”. It is a 
concern for us as to converted persons around who have a 
link with the Lord but are not saying, ‘Come’. Can they be 
encouraged on this line? Surely! I think we should be set, in 
relation to that. Example is so important, for, after all, our lives 
speak more than our words. There is a real testimony in this 
saying ‘Come’, to


Scripture references

Hebrews 1 (JND) [1] God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high, …

Romans 9:5 (JND) [5] whose [are] the fathers; and of whom, as according to flesh, [is] the Christ, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.
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Jesus. Every time we break bread there is an announcement 
made in relation to the death of the Lord until He come. For us 
undoubtedly it involves the rapture, but more than that is in 
mind. We desire to be amongst those who love His appearing, 
when He will come to take up His rights. His inheritance, in the 
very scene where He has been betrayed, rejected and 
crucified. There is grace available for us; the Spirit is here, and 
we have the word of God, so that each one may be enabled, 
as committed to these things, to endure until the morning 
dawns. Maybe there is someone here who has not yet come. 
The door is not yet shut; such can still come. And then the final 
words, “And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him 
take the water of life freely”. How that encourages every one of 
us to seek to spread the word. The evangelical appeal is to go 
out without any reserve or any discrimination.  
Whosoever will may have it; how easy, how simple, it is!  
John 21 is a kind of supplement to John’s gospel. He really 
finishes the theme he has in mind as to life eternal in chapter 
20. He wrote, “that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that believing ye might have life in his name” 
(John 20: 31). But chapter 21 is additional to that. No doubt in 
the prophetic sense it pictures another dispensation; but I want 
to give it a present bearing. I want us to think of Jesus 
standing on the shore. It is a wonderful scene; everything 
under His control, nothing amiss, perfect tranquillity. These 
seven men had been out during all the watches of the night on 
a fruitless escapade, labouring and taking nothing. The Lord is 
standing there on the shore in perfect control of everything. He 
says,  
“Children, have ye anything to eat?” It is really a touch as to 
the millennial scene when Christ as the Father of the age will 
put His blessed


Scripture references

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

John 20:31 (JND) [31] but these are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life in his name.
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imprint on the whole scene in a fatherly way. He the Prince of 
peace, Wonderful!—and that is all ahead. I think we need a 
sense of the way the Lord is presenting Himself in this chapter.  
I think we need it at the present moment because the Lord in 
that aspect is holding things.  
Where would anything be apart from the controlling power of 
Christ? The devil can only go so far. We have often been 
encouraged by that word—God uses it Himself “Hitherto shalt 
thou come and no further, and here shall thy proud waves be 
stayed”, Job 38: 11. We have to leave certain things in the 
hands of God; He permits things to reach a certain point. So it 
is with the Lord in matters; He may let a matter run over years 
until there is a heading up; then He says, ‘That is enough; no 
more’, and He intervenes; the point is, when He does, to 
discern His movements and follow Him.  
That is what I have in mind in chapter 21. The Lord is in 
control, and how skilful He is! So He says, “Come and dine”, 
before anything else came up. The Lord had already had to do 
with Peter on an earlier occasion, the first day of the week. But 
He really puts Peter right in the presence of his brethren. And 
it was to the man who left the ship to go to Jesus that He 
committed the charge as to the feeding of His lambs and the 
shepherding and feeding of His sheep. So everything was 
righted. The last word that Peter brings in as to ‘knowledge’  
means—‘Is there not something concrete about me that 
proves to Thee that I love Thee?’ The Lord knew it, and Peter 
knew that He knew it. Peter loved the Lord and I trust 
everyone here tonight loves the Lord Jesus, and it is that love 
that the Spirit of God is able to nourish, and control and lead 
forward, whether it be in the witness, the testimony, or in the 
service of God.  
And so, after Peter has been adjusted in the presence of his 
brethren—and who would raise anything after this?


Scripture references

Job 38:11 (JND) [11] And said, Hitherto shalt thou come and no further, and here shall thy proud waves be stayed?
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—he, turning round, sees John following, which I think is 
characteristic of John. Peter wonders what the Lord might say 
to John. The Lord said, in effect, to Peter, That is not your 
matter—“If I will that he abide until I come, what is that to 
thee?” John is careful to explain the Lord did not say he would 
not die. But what John stands for goes through to the end, and 
John is always in support of Paul. We, remember the word that 
in pressing Paul we are not to neglect John. We need that 
word tonight. What is required from each one of us is 
unreserved committal to following Christ. He is the Leader, 
“Follow thou me”. May the Lord help us to follow more closely, 
more dependently, and more devotedly the blessed Person to 
whom we owe everything, for our own blessing, and for His 
glory, and to the glory of God. May the Lord bless His word.  
Address at Melbourne 
21 October 1988
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“LET EACH SEE HOW HE BUILDS”  
V. E. Wraighte  
1 Corinthians 3: 9–11; Mark 13: 33–37  
In Corinthians the apostle presents himself as a wise architect 
who had laid the foundation. I judge that would be special to 
Paul. For him it involved toil and labour. I wonder, dear 
brethren, if we might not raise the question with ourselves as 
to what the end is in our labours, in our activities, and in our 
prayers in our localities. This matter that Paul raises here is a 
local one; it has to do with the saints in Corinth. He says, “For 
we are God’s fellow-workmen; ye are God’s husbandry, God’s  
building”. It is what God had in Corinth; God had rights in that 
place; He had property in that place; He has rights, He has 
property, in Grimsby, and so He has in each locality. So what 
Paul is saying would have particular bearing upon a locality. 
He has in mind God’s building, of which he said he laid the 
foundation.  
Now this word “architect” would have been well known in 
Corinth because it was a Greek city renowned for its 
architecture; they would have well understood the matter of 
architecture, but into that city of Corinth Paul moved in lowly 
guise as a tent-maker. A tent-maker and an architect do not go 
together as far as this world is concerned, but underneath that 
lowly guise was the great architect of the assembly. There 
were great men in Corinth at that time who classed 
themselves, no doubt, as architects; they had their own 
structure in mind. But it was all in their heads. Paul says the 
Corinthians came behind in no gift, but the structure they had 
in mind would not last, it could not last because it was not laid 
on a true foundation. Paul not only had things in his mind but 
he had them in his heart; he had a view of God’s building; he 
had the pattern of the assembly, the building in which God’s 
glory would shine, not only in time but in eternity; a temple


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 3:9-11 (JND) [9] For we are God's fellow-workmen; ye are God's husbandry, God's building. [10] According to the grace of God which has been given to me, as a wise architect, I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon it. But let each see how he builds upon it. [11] For other foundation can no man lay besides that which [is] laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Mark 13:33-37 (JND) [33] Take heed, watch and pray, for ye do not know when the time is: [34] [it is] as a man gone out of the country, having left his house and given to his bondmen the authority, and to each one his work, and commanded the doorkeeper that he should watch. [35] Watch therefore, for ye do not know when the master of the house comes: evening, or midnight, or cock-crow, or morning; [36] lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. [37] But what I say to you, I say to all, Watch.
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where God’s presence would be known, where light would 
shine, where God’s mind would be known, where difficulties 
and problems could be resolved. He says, “I have laid the 
foundation”. What an architect Paul was! He says, “According 
to the grace of God which has been given to me, as a wise 
architect, I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon it. 
But let each see how he builds upon it. For other foundation 
can no man lay besides that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ”. “Jesus Christ”; that is what I want to stress, beloved 
brethren, that the foundation is none other, it is Jesus  
Christ. No other kind of man, no other order of man; indeed. 
Paul says, “For I did not judge it well to know anything among 
you save Jesus Christ, and him crucified”, 1 Corinthians 2: 2. It 
was this Man, this order of Man, that filled the heart and mind 
of the beloved apostle Paul as he went into Corinth, and he 
says, “I have laid the foundation”. The building is going to 
stand; it is standing, beloved, the building that is of God, 
related to the order of Man that shone out in Jesus when here 
below. We can well understand that God said to Peter and 
John,  
“Go ye and stand and speak in the temple to the people all the 
words of this life” (Acts 5: 20)—“this life”, the life of Jesus in 
detail. Oh think of the detail of the life of Jesus as under the 
eye of God; how pleasurable it was! Paul says, “I have laid the 
foundation”; it was none other than Jesus Christ. Let us, 
beloved, repudiate every other man. The flesh has not only 
been judged but has gone in the death of Christ. Paul says, “I 
did not judge it well to know anything among you save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified”. Man in the flesh is gone as far as 
God is concerned. Let us see to it that that man is not brought 
up; he has no part in the foundation, no part in the structure, 
and the word to us at the present time is, “But let each see 
how he builds”.  
I believe that the urgent need at the moment is for workmen. 
God requires workmen, brothers and sisters, old and young,


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 2:2 (JND) [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified.

Acts 5:20 (JND) [20] Go ye and stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life.
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persons available to Him at the present time. I say this, that 
God requires workmen who love Jesus. Luke 7 brings out for 
us most touchingly a lover of Jesus; one who had to do with 
Jesus. The Lord said of that woman, “Her many sins are 
forgiven; for she loved much”. Beloved, let us know what it is 
to be lovers of Jesus. We love because He first loved us. 
Think of what it involved for Jesus; think of those feet that took 
Him to Calvary. It is no  
wonder that Paul would say he did not judge it well to know 
anything among them “save Jesus Christ, and him crucified”. 
In Galatians Paul says, “the Son of God, who has loved me 
and given himself for me” (Galatians 2: 20). In other words, 
when that blessed Man was hanging there at Calvary He was 
thinking of Paul; He was thinking of you and me. Does it not 
draw out your heart and your affections toward Him, that we 
might not only be lovers of Jesus, but that we might be here as 
workers at the present time? The word is, “But let each see 
how he builds”.  
There are workers, of course, in the demolition industry, but 
that is not what is in mind here; it is not a question of pulling 
down, but it is a question of building, having part in that 
wonderful structure that is going to abide for all eternity. Is that 
not wonderful that God has in mind that you and I should be 
available in this wonderful work that is going on at the present 
time? Let us not elect ourselves out of it because time is 
scarce; the work is great, and there is no question but that the 
Lord’s coming is very near, and there is much to be done. Do 
not let any of us say that we will sit back and let a few do the 
work; every one is needed, and each is to be available, 
seeking out the Lord Jesus, and strengthened in the power of 
the Spirit. Then we shall know what it is to be available in our 
localities where we are set in view of the work proceeding.  
As I said, the time is short. Mark’s gospel would impress us 
with the brevity of time, therefore let us with holy resolve 
commit ourselves to the work. Mark writes his gospel from the


Scripture references

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.
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standpoint of a recovered person; he was once in the work but 
it became too much for him and he turned back; it became too 
severe for him. Mark would tell you that at that juncture he had 
never measured what full committal would mean, and when 
the test came  
he turned back and did not go to the work. May I appeal to the 
brethren, particularly to our beloved younger ones here at this 
time, that with resolve of heart, in the light of Mark’s gospel, 
we commit ourselves unreservedly to this great work that is 
going on at the present time. So we are not to be persons who 
hold things loosely. We do not assemble in a loose way, but 
we feel on the one hand the holy privilege of being called into 
the work, but then too the responsibility of it; so that we are in 
our localities as those that are committed, those that put their 
hands to the work.  
This passage in Mark 13 presents to us the Lord Jesus in 
figure as a Man who has gone away.  
He has left His house, but He has not left it bolted and 
boarded up. He has persons He can trust, persons that are 
faithful to Him. He has a word to bondmen; He has a word to 
workmen; He has a word to door-keepers. All this is necessary 
at the present time in our localities, because it is noticeable 
that it is His house. It is not the field. The presentation of this is 
not calling for labour in connection with ploughing, or with 
sowing, or with reaping, or even shepherd care, but it is 
connected with His house. So the word is to the bondmen. 
True bondmanship has been set out in the Person of the Lord 
Jesus Himself. Philippians 2 tells us that He took a bondman’s 
form; it was not imposed upon Him. He took it, and He was 
here absolutely and perfectly doing the will of God—“Lo, I 
come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, 
thy will”, Hebrews 10: 7. Oh think of it! He is not directing 
something to a bondman that He does not know for Himself. 
Exodus 21 tells us that He said distinctly, “I love my master, 
my wife, and my children, I will not go free”. Think of this great


Scripture references

Mark 13 (JND) [1] And as he was going out of the temple, one of his disciples says to him, Teacher, see what stones and what buildings! [2] And Jesus answering said to him, Seest thou these great buildings? not a stone shall be left upon a stone, which shall not be thrown down. [3] And as he sat on the mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew asked him privately, …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …
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thought of love underlying bondmanship, so supremely set out 
for us in Jesus Himself.  
So that as the Lord gives direction to a true bondman  
He would take account of the features of trustworthiness 
marking him; He would take account of the features of love 
and obedience with him. The bondman, seeking to do his 
master’s will, would be subject to his master; he would be at 
his master’s bidding.  
Then it says he has “given to his bondmen the authority”. 
Authority is needed. As we come into the house we come into 
the family circle, where there are family relationships, family 
affections, so this authority is not arbitrary, it is moral, and 
based on affection. So the matter is worked out in the house. 
Those in the house are subject one to another, they are 
obedient to authority. How necessary this is if the pleasure of 
the Lord is to be known in the house, because that is where 
His pleasure is. If His rights are to be maintained in the house, 
authority is needed. Then, “and to each one” (belonging to the 
house) “his work”. Who could apportion the work like the Lord 
Jesus Himself? because He knows you and He knows me, 
and He apportions the work to each. He does not give us what 
we are not equal for; He gives us what we are qualified for 
and, what is more, He gives us faith and grace to carry out the 
work. Let us therefore be under His direction to carry out the 
work until He comes. He is coming very soon, let us be among 
those who are workmen in the house, in view of maintaining 
what is due to Him, His rights, and His pleasure.  
All that is said to the doorkeeper is “Watch”. What an essential 
piece of work the doorkeeper’s is. Under David’s regime there 
were as many door-keepers as there were singers, and in that 
scripture the door-keepers are put before the singers, to 
emphasize, I believe, how important door-keeping is. The 
door-keeper is to watch. I believe one of the first things in his 
mind is his
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Lord’s return, his Master’s return. The Lord would have in mind 
that the doorkeeper would be vigilant; he would be alert all the 
time, that when his Master returns the door would be opened.  
Now, beloved, what about the manifestation of the Lord Jesus 
as coming to local assemblies?  
Have we only our own interests at heart in coming to the 
meetings, or are we so alert as doorkeepers that we are ready 
to open for the Lord to come in? I will leave it with the 
brethren.  
Then, too, the door-keeper has many other responsibilities. 
One is to be alert to allow interested and exercised persons to 
come in. A person might have come in at Corinth and said, 
“God is indeed amongst you”, 1 Corinthians 14: 24. Let us be 
on the look-out and as door-keepers watch for interested 
persons. Then in Revelation it says, “Blessed are they that 
wash their robes, that they may have right to the tree of life, 
and that they should go in by the gates into the city” 
(Revelation 22: 14). That is a question of gate-keeping, but it 
would apply to door-keeping; that we are to be on the alert all 
the time. In John 20 the doors were shut through fear of the 
Jews. How tender the affections of those disciples would have 
been at that time. Think of the actual murder and hatred there 
was in Jerusalem; they had just crucified and slain their 
Saviour, Jesus. Then, too, we need to see that the Jew in our 
own hearts is kept out. The religious man has no place in the 
house; we are to be our own door-keepers. The woman in 2 
Kings 4 shut the door on herself; we need to be our own door-
keepers. We need to be watchful all the time so that we do not 
bring anything into the house that would militate against the 
Lord’s rights or His pleasure.  
How many things have come into local assemblies; the shame 
of it we feel; think of worldly things that have come in. I believe 
they rob the Lord of His pleasure among the saints. As we 
have said, He must have the first place in all things. Let us,
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1 Corinthians 14:24 (JND) [24] But if all prophesy, and some unbeliever or simple [person] come in, he is convicted of all, he is judged of all;

Revelation 22:14 (JND) [14] Blessed [are] they that wash their robes, that they may have right to the tree of life, and that they should go in by the gates into the city.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …
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therefore, beloved, know what it is to be doorkeepers. What a 
needed work it is at the present moment, under His direction, 
under the direction of the Master, because we love Him.  
He is coming very soon and what a privilege it is for us who 
partake of the Supper Lord’s day by Lord’s day. According to 1 
Corinthians 11 it is in the setting of “until he come”. It gives us 
an impression that the journey is soon to be over, it will soon 
be completed. Then there will be no need for workmen as 
such, but in the present time let us with resolve of heart 
commit ourselves unreservedly to this great work that is 
proceeding. As under the hand of the Master let us fulfil that 
word of the beloved apostle, “Let each see how he builds”. 
The foundation that Paul laid was Jesus Christ and none 
other, and to that Man, that glorious Man, beloved, be all the 
glory. May God bless the word, for His name’s sake.  
Address at Grimsby 
8 October 1988
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MUSINGS  
“GO TO THE ANT” That was Solomon’s advice, and he 
added, “consider her ways and be wise”, Proverbs 6: 6. So 
when we were in an Australian garden with some young 
people we did that. We put down some quite large crumbs of 
bread near an ants’ nest to see what they would do. 
Immediately they set to work. Some bit off small pieces and 
carried them away, others worked together to move the large 
pieces. They were not all too intelligent, but at least they 
worked with a will, pushing and pulling, and very quickly all the 
pieces had disappeared.  
It taught us a lesson. If there is a problem, a difficulty, in a 
place (it might be in a locality, or in a household) let all work 
together. We may not be too skilful or intelligent, but if we all 
have one object and motive—to do what is pleasing and 
suitable to the Lord, in the grace He would give—then the 
difficulties can be overcome, the problems resolved. Paul 
exhorted his beloved Philippians that they should “stand firm in 
one spirit, with one soul, labouring together ...”, Philippians 1: 
27. How fine to see a company selflessly working away as one 
man in the interests of the Lord and in the defence of what is 
precious to Him!  
FCM


Scripture references

Proverbs 6:6 (JND) [6] Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways and be wise:

Philippians 1 (JND) [1] Paul and Timotheus, bondmen of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with [the] overseers and ministers; [2] grace to you, and peace from God our Father and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] I thank my God for my whole remembrance of you, …
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EXTRACTS 
As to service we find the Lord giving talents “to each according 
to his particular ability”, Matthew 25: 15. He estimated the 
value of each for service. But what we have before us in 
Leviticus 27 lies behind that; it is a question of our value in 
devotedness of heart. If that is there as a basis God can 
confer gift. I am sure if there were more devotedness there 
would be more gift; for gift comes in answer to desire, 1 
Corinthians 12: 31; 14: 1. It is probable, too, that there is 
already much gift, and God-given ability, amongst Christians 
which does not come into activity because devotedness is not 
sufficiently energetic. I am convinced that God would have us 
more exercised to grow in devotedness, so that our spiritual 
“valuation” might increase. Romans 16 is a beautiful illustration 
of spiritual valuation. Paul does not lump together all those 
mentioned; he has something different to say of almost each 
one.  
C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Leviticus’, p.297)  
I have no doubt that any drooping saint turning into Paul’s 
hired house would get set up.  
There is a certain sister well known to many of us, and it was 
told me that if any of the saints got down a bit and went to see 
here they got lifted up—and she is in prison, having been bed-
ridden for about fifty years! But there is power inwardly—that is 
the idea.  
J. Taylor (Vol. 29, p.52)  
The more conscious, I think, one is of power, the more one 
hides oneself.  
J. Taylor (Vol. 24, p.199)
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Matthew 25:15 (JND) [15] And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to each according to his particular ability, and immediately went away out of the country.

Leviticus 27 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any one devoteth [anything] by a vow, the persons shall be for Jehovah according to thy valuation. [3] And thy valuation shall be of the male from twenty years old even unto sixty years old: thy valuation shall be fifty shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary; …

Romans 16 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, …
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If your eye is single you will be helped to distinguish what is of 
God in reading ministry ...  
You are sure to receive confirmation for your point of view if 
this is only what you desire. It requires spirituality to use 
ministry, just as it requires spirituality to read the Bible. Things 
must be viewed in their context, whether in the Bible or in 
books like the ‘Synopsis’. You can prove almost anything from 
the Bible. If you have not a single eye you will ignore contexts.  
If there is light in me I discern what is meant. I am balanced 
and sober.  
J. Taylor (Vol. 41, p.64)  
The negative, effect of new birth is a collapse, and the positive 
is a cry—a man wants light.  
The evangelist ought to preach in view of the work of God, for 
his work is to enlighten when new birth has taken place.  
F. E. Raven (Vol. 9, p.237) 
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