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PERSONS MARKED BY CHANGE OF POSITION

R. Taylor 

Exodus 3: 1–8; Revelation 1: 12–19; Acts 10: 9–16; John 20: 13–17 

What led me to these passages of Scripture was that each of these persons changed their position, and in doing so they became an object of interest to heaven, thus they came in for a divine disclosure. The Lord said to the disciples, “Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place and rest a little”. Mark 6: 31. There is a danger of the surroundings we are in, and the circumstances of life, limiting us from entering into the great wealth and provision of divine grace. The Lord said, “Come to me”, it meant a change of position; they had to move from where they were to come to Him, to enter into the wealth that was there to be enjoyed. So we find in these persons that they moved from the circumstances in which they were; I am not saying they were in wrong circumstances, but they turned; they opened their heart and put themselves in the way of a divine disclosure. I believe there is a need for that in these days. 

We sung in our hymn, ‘Come!—the Father’s house stands open’ (Hymn 154); no doubt the hymn writer had in mind that young man in the far country, oppressed with the famine, while there was the father’s house. He needed to change his circumstances, to make a move. The father’s house was ever open with its wealth and love, it was all there for him, and yet there he was in that far country enslaved in the circumstances that he had gone into in his own waywardness. 

These persons of whom we have read were not in wrong circumstances. We may console ourselves that we are in right surroundings, yet there may be a need for us turning aside for a moment. The surroundings that we are in may tend to becloud our vision and hinder us from seeing the greatness and grandeur of what God may be doing today very near to us; we may be missing it through being engaged in the surroundings. More than once in the prophets God says. What do you see? It is a good question for us just now. What are we seeing? You may say, Well, we are seeing confusion, in what has come into the public surroundings of Christianity, in what bears the name of Christ but is far from Him. Is that all we see? Sometimes the Lord says to some to lift up their eyes again. God said to Abraham to lift up his eyes from the place where he was. Abraham was not in wrong circumstances but God told him to lift up his eyes from those circumstances to see something greater. God is looking for someone to be a confidant. He looked for that with Abraham. He is looking for someone to whom He can confide something of His precious thoughts. But it may be that we are too busy, too engrossed in our own surroundings. Think of Paul in prison; a man who had a vision into eternity; a man who was not hindered in the circumstances he was in, but had an insight into those holy courts above. 

He could write so freely about them to encourage the saints. 

Here is Moses of whom it says, “Jehovah saw that he turned aside to see”. He sees if you are interested. He sees if you are a suitable confidant for the great disclosures of His love. God called to him, “Moses, Moses!” How beautiful that is. God calling his name twice. It is an interesting thing to look at in the Old Testament, persons whose names are called twice. God saw something in them that He would call attention to, and He calls them by name. He saw that Moses turned aside. How quickly He would enlist your interest! How He appreciates if someone turns aside, and is prepared to give Him a moment of their time, to give an ear, to open a heart, to hear the disclosures of His grace. 

I have not in mind to go into the wealth and detail of what these persons saw, but Moses received some impression of God in His grace that dwelt with him for the rest of his life. I am sure it is something that every 

believer is to have some experience of; it is happy if you have it early in your life. Samuel had it, he is one of those God called twice. He had an experience as a young boy of God gaining his ear for he listened. God makes a good deal of Samuel; as a young man he had an early impression of God having an interest in him. He will give you that if you give Him your ear early in your life. I can assure you He will give you an impression of His grace and love that will be with you the rest of the journey. 

I think of Moses going through this journey in the wilderness; he writes a psalm about it which begins, “Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations”, Psalm 90: 1. He got an impression of God here on this mountain, and he went through a life, far more difficult than any of us could ever go through, in the wilderness with a complaining people, but he says, “thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations”, and “from eternity to eternity thou art God”, Psalm 90: 2. He learnt that at the bush. May our younger brethren particularly have some impression of the kind of God that He is; He would enlist our interest. He would give us an impression of Himself as we give Him our ear, as we turn aside. You may say, the sheep had to be looked after; they were not even his own, he was there as a servant with a great deal of responsibility placed upon him; but it was no mistake he came to the mountain of God. In the midst of his work and the pressures of it, he came to a place where he could be in touch with God alone; that is where these impressions are gained, alone with God; he never lost the sense of it—“thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations”. 

What exercises he faced (and we may be called on to pass through exercises), but there was a secret in his soul of a link with God, received because he turned aside to see this great sight. 

What a sight it was! God says, “I am come down to deliver them”. God in His grace came into the circumstances in which the people were, 

in Jesus, in the incarnation. It is very instructive to see the people who were affected by the incarnation; the shepherds who were outside the city saw it, and the wise men from the east. 

These persons turned aside to see the greatness and glory of how God had come down to deliver them, come down Himself. What a message it conveyed to Moses, light that remained in his soul in all its preciousness! God not only says, “I am come down to deliver them”, but also, “to bring them up out of that land unto a good and spacious land”. How often Moses must have fallen back on this impression. It is a very great rock to have an impression from God in your own soul that you can fall back on in troublous times. The people spoke of stoning Moses and of making another captain to lead them back to Egypt. I can think of Moses falling back on this word from God, ‘I will bring them up into a good and spacious land.’ Without this experience he could never have gone on, but in the light of this he went through to see the land with the tribes at the end of Deuteronomy. Moses saw there the completion of the promise, but it was enshrined in his affections all the years of that wilderness journey. I call attention to it to show God’s interest in persons who are prepared to turn aside and give time to hear the personal word of God. God spoke in all His grace of His love to strengthen His servant for the great place he was to fill in the ways of God. He strengthened him with this precious impression because He saw that he turned aside. 

In Revelation it says John turned. He was in very limited circumstances; he might well have been lying on his bed complaining, wondering and thinking, Is this what it has all come to? 

He was there a prisoner on the isle of Patmos, but it says, “I became in the Spirit on the Lord’s day”. There is something of John’s own action in that. Had he been complaining about the circumstances and chafing under them, he would never have become in the Spirit; but he is there with some sense of the treasure in his heart of the love of Jesus that he knew so 

well, so he says, “I became in the Spirit on the Lord’s day”. It would bring out the distinctiveness of that day. As you think of John a prisoner there, you may say. Is every day not the same in prison? It might well have been for others who were in prison, but the Lord’s day was different for John, he marked it off in his calendar. You say, What is the point John? 

There is no one else and you are here in such circumstances, what is the point? Well, it says that he became in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, he put himself in the way of what that day meant, and he came into something of the blessedness of it. 

So it says, “And I turned back to see the voice which spoke with me”—he turned back. It means that he opened his heart to what the Lord was doing. His was a heart oppressed with sorrow, no doubt, but he turned back to see the voice. That voice must have had the appeal of the voice of Jesus! Think of the appeal in grace of that voice calling us, calling to us not only as sinners, but calling to us to turn back, to turn aside, to turn round. The voice is calling because He has something to say. Alas, how oft the call may go unheeded; we would feel that in our own circumstances. That would be like Laodicea where the Lord is knocking, calling with His voice, calling to open to Him. John is not like that, he turns back to see the voice and what he sees is a Person. He did not see the Person at first, he heard a voice, but he wanted to see the voice. What he sees is one like the Son of man, and what he comes into is the light of the ways of God through the whole dispensation. 

John wrote his gospel after this, and he wrote it with this impression, that he found everything was in the hands of Christ. What events were to take place in this world; John saw them all, but he saw that all was in the hands of the Son of man. What a solace and stay for his soul to see the Son of man “girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle—his head and hair white like white wool, as snow”. He sees an impression of judgment that was what was to come in, but it is all in the hands of the Son of man. There is no fear in that. God has placed judgment where it will be executed in perfect fairness, perfect justice; judgment has been given into the hands of the Son of man. John could rest in that because he turned aside and made room for these divine disclosures. 

I believe they are happening today, the disclosures have not ceased, they are going on. God in His grace and love would look for persons who are prepared to give an ear, that is the call in this book, he that has an ear let him hear. It is not an ear that is given to the gossip of this world, but an ear that is tuned. The ear gets dulled if it hears too much noise, and there is a great deal of noise abroad. We live in an age of great noise, and the ears are apt to get dulled with all the messages going abroad, the confusion that is in them, but it says, “He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies”. So He is still speaking and the call would be. Have you an ear? Is there an ear to hear the Lord’s voice? What a word to get in these circumstances that would overwhelm you, “Fear not”. 

The One into whose hands the judgment has been committed, and who will execute it, says, “I am the first and the last, and the living one—and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades”. In his links with Jesus here John gets an impression from the Man who is above, that is a stay for his soul, and enriches his experience of the Lord he knew so well. The One that John saw, into whose hands everything had been committed, says, “I became dead”. He became dead, it was His own action, but He went that way for a reason. It was not that death enslaved Him or came upon Him. He was only a young man of thirty-three and a half years. He laid down His life of Himself. What volume is in those words; the Lord of life and glory, the Creator of all, became dead; but He says, “I am living to the ages of ages”. Death has no claim upon Him. How beautiful are those words that we sometimes sing. 

‘Death had on Thee no claim, 

Thou sinless one!’ (Hymn 152) 

He became dead but death could not hold Him, death had to bow. Peter speaks of it so beautifully, saying it was not possible that He could be held by its power. The way He took gave Him, may I say, the moral right to be the Judge of all. He went that way in His own movements of power and majesty, but death did not hold Him. The psalmist wrote about it many years before, “What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?”, Psalm 114: 5. Death could lay no claim on that holy One. He says, “I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages”, that is beyond time. He would show John something of what was coming in, but what a stay for his soul, that in it all there was One whom he knew who was alive to the ages of ages. What a secret for a man who turned aside! He turned as drawn to the voice that was calling him. Maybe He would call you in the night season; that is what He did with Samuel. He was a young boy, of course, and maybe there were a great deal of activities at other times. God is looking for an ear. He found it in John and what a treasure He is ready to give him. It says, “Write therefore what thou hast seen”. 

How thankful we are that John has written what he has seen. He says, I “have the keys”, it is plural, “of death and of hades”. There is not a created power that is outside of His reach. The heights above or the depths below, He is in control of them all. What a comfort that a man who turned to have this disclosure has written it for our instruction for our guidance. So we are thankful for these persons. We have spoken of two of them but there are many, many more, since, who have turned aside and have written down what they have experienced in their own souls, and left it for our guidance, comfort, 

and strengthening. It says, “Write therefore what thou hast seen”. It is very substantial, it was not a theory or something in his imagination, but “Write therefore what thou hast seen, and the things that are, and the things that are about to be after these”. The whole period is covered in the disclosure that John received because he turned to see the voice that spoke with him. 

Peter puts what I have said perhaps in a simpler form for us to understand, it says where he was lodging and that he went up on the house to pray about the sixth hour. It means that he turned aside from the circumstances there and, through prayer, made room for a divine disclosure. One of the most important disclosures in history was given to this man because he turned aside to pray. It shows the importance of a very simple act. He did not know he was going to get this, nor did he go deliberately to get it, he just went to pray, and God saw that he had turned aside to pray. God takes advantage of the opportunity of Peter praying to give him a disclosure of something that was entirely new; He gives him an impression of the glory of what has been introduced in the assembly. 

Peter, a godly Jew, had been accustomed to God’s dealings with the Jews, and he had light beyond that in many ways, but it is made good in his soul in this instance through his turning aside to pray. Indeed you see his Jewish instincts rising up, but what he saw was a great sheet 

“bound by the four corners and let down to the earth”, it came from heaven. Peter had been accustomed to things on the earth, and his ministry largely was to encourage persons who already had looked for an earthly inheritance, but now he was to encourage them as to their heavenly inheritance. The words of Scripture are very precise. Peter sees “a certain vessel descending, as a great sheet, bound by the four corners and let down to the earth”, in which there were all these things that, to Peter, a godly Jew, were untouchable, but now they were cleansed by God as redeemed by the 

blood. Peter was brought to see that the work of Jesus on the cross, in His blood being shed, met, not only the sins of the Jews, but there was power in what was done to bring every soul. 

Jew or gentile, or whatever they may be, through confessing His name, into the glory of a new system. There were all kinds of creatures but it says, “What God has cleansed, do not thou make common”. What an opening, of eye it was to Peter, that God was able, through the blood of Jesus, to reach out to men to touch these untouchables, to cleanse them and bring them into this great vessel, let down from heaven. 

How beautifully Peter speaks of his experience, he says. Who was I to forbid God? His thoughts were changed radically, dramatically because he went up to pray. What a change took place in his outlook; instead of looking at things through Jewish eyes, he now looks at things through assembly eyes; he sees that God is bringing in from the nations those who have put their faith and trust in Jesus. Through his experience with God he did not try to reason any more; he did not bring up these chapters in Leviticus that would have shut out these unclean creatures. A fresh divine impression helps us to turn, not to bring up past things to set aside what may be fresh and new; he could have done that well, but he says, Who was I to forbid God? I just leave with you the simplicity of it, regarding a man who went to pray, who comes into this great and precious disclosure. 

In John 20 I refer to a woman. We have spoken of these persons of whom you may say, Well, these were gifted. But it did not come to them as gifted persons, it came to them as persons who, in the midst of a busy and difficult life, gave time to hear the voice of Christ. Here is a woman of whom it says, “she turned backward”, and again, “She, turning round”. In circumstances she could hardly understand, she tested things by her affection for Jesus. She says, “they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him”. She is saying, What will I do without Him? How interested heaven was 

in affections like that. You may say. Where was Peter? Where was John? They had more light, where were they? It says they had gone to their own homes. Here is a young woman with affection for Jesus, and the Lord makes use of the affection that is there; first of all He says, “Woman, why dost thou weep?” Dear friend, He sees your sorrows, He knows your tears. He knows the difficulties, and as we give room to our love for Jesus, He would say, 

“why dost thou weep?” How quickly He changes those tears as He would wipe them away. 

He listens to her you know. He has not an upbraiding word. He just says, Why do you weep? 

What grace! He had been into death. He had been three days and three nights in the heart of the earth, and here He is listening with an attentive ear to a distraught woman. 

What these words must have meant to Him as she poured out her heart. She had said, “they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him”. How quick He is to tell her about it. It says, “Jesus says to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? Whom seekest thou?” 

Then He says to her, “Mary”. He is addressing individuals in all these passages I am speaking of, and again He is calling her by name, not twice, but He calls her by name—“Mary”, and 

“She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher”. She is turning, opening her heart and mind to hear a message from Jesus. May I say, there has never been a message fall on human ears like it, “go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”. What a message it was, given to a woman, alone, her heart rent with sorrow, face covered in tears, but who gave time and turned at the voice of Jesus. What an appeal in His voice, what an appeal in His love to cause us to turn, to hear what He has to say. How often we are ready to hear what men have to say about this or that, the world is full of voices and many sounds, but in the midst of it all, for those who are prepared to turn round, there is the voice of Jesus. There is a message of love, in each of these passages 

from which I have spoken, suited to the particular circumstances at the time. May we open our ears and our hearts to hear His voice, to know something of His love and the disclosures in grace that He is ready to give to an open ear and heart, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Bendigo
15 April 1995 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 3:1-8 (JND) [1] And Moses tended the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock behind the wilderness, and came to the mountain of God to Horeb. [2] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a thorn-bush: and he looked, and behold, the thorn-bush burned with fire, and the thorn-bush was not being consumed. [3] And Moses said, Let me now turn aside and see this great sight, why the thorn-bush is not burnt. [4] And Jehovah saw that he turned aside to see, and God called to him out of the midst of the thorn-bush and said, Moses, Moses! And he said, Here am I. [5] And he said, Draw not nigh hither: loose thy sandals from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. [6] And he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look at God. [7] And Jehovah said, I have seen assuredly the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and their cry have I heard on account of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows. [8] And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good and spacious land, unto a land flowing with milk and honey, unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

Revelation 1:12-19 (JND) [12] And I turned back to see the voice which spoke with me; and having turned, I saw seven golden lamps, [13] and in the midst of the [seven] lamps [one] like [the] Son of man, clothed with a garment reaching to the feet, and girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle: [14] his head and hair white like white wool, as snow; and his eyes as a flame of fire; [15] and his feet like fine brass, as burning in a furnace; and his voice as the voice of many waters; [16] and having in his right hand seven stars; and out of his mouth a sharp two-edged sword going forth; and his countenance as the sun shines in its power. [17] And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; *I* am the first and the last, [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades. [19] Write therefore what thou hast seen, and the things that are, and the things that are about to be after these.

Acts 10:9-16 (JND) [9] And on the morrow, as these were journeying and drawing near to the city, Peter went up on the house to pray, about the sixth hour. [10] And he became hungry and desired to eat. But as they were making ready an ecstasy came upon him: [11] and he beholds the heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending, as a great sheet, [bound] by [the] four corners [and] let down to the earth; [12] in which were all the quadrupeds and creeping things of the earth, and the fowls of the heaven. [13] And there was a voice to him, Rise, Peter, slay and eat. [14] And Peter said, In no wise, Lord; for I have never eaten anything common or unclean. [15] And [there was] a voice again the second time to him, What God has cleansed, do not *thou* make common. [16] And this took place thrice, and the vessel was straightway taken up into heaven.

John 20:13-17 (JND) [13] And they say to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? She says to them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. [14] Having said these things she turned backward and beholds Jesus standing [there], and knew not that it was Jesus. [15] Jesus says to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? Whom seekest thou? She, supposing that it was the gardener, says to him, Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher. [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Mark 6:31 (JND) [31] And he said to them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place and rest a little. For those coming and those going were many, and they had not leisure even to eat.

Psalms 90:1 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.} Lord, *thou* hast been our dwelling-place in all generations.

Psalms 90:2 (JND) [2] Before the mountains were brought forth, and thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from eternity to eternity thou art God.

Psalms 114:5 (JND) [5] What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …



DEFINITENESS IN SPIRITUAL RESOLVE

W. Lamont 

Genesis 32: 23–32; Exodus 21: 1–6; 1 Kings 21: 1–6; Psalm 132: 1–8 

If we desire to see manhood according to God, we must look at Christ in His greatness, in all His perfection. He is typified in the oblation, the fine flour mingled with oil, in the perfection of manhood according to God. Indeed He was God. We must remember that behind the glory of His manhood lies the glory of deity, the One who could say, “Before Abraham was, I am”. 

John 8: 58. Absolute perfection was there in manhood. He could say, “the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing”, John 14: 30. Satan brought all his resources to bear on the Lord Jesus in His manhood at the temptations and he failed in his efforts, because there was no point of contact in that Holy One, nothing that Satan could affect. There is one particular feature I want to speak about seen in Luke 9, where it is said of Him that He set His face steadfastly to go to Jerusalem. That is a feature of manhood according to God. I want to illustrate it by speaking of these men in whom the spirit of Christ was, even before the Lord Jesus was on the earth. There were features seen in them that would be seen in absolute perfection in the Lord Himself. One feature I want to speak about is definiteness. 

I am not speaking of the stubbornness of the flesh. I am speaking about the definiteness of moral and spiritual resolve. It is interesting to note that each of these men we read of say, I will not. This is not the stubbornness of the flesh, a feature which may often mark ourselves. 

We take up an attitude and we just do not want to give up. But when these men say, I will not, it was holy resolve. 

The first was Jacob, who says, “I will not let thee go except thou bless me”. I wonder, beloved brethren, if we are determined to have a divine blessing. It requires definiteness and depth of moral exercise. Jacob here had his family, but he had to go through an experience alone with God. I trust every one of us here has had that experience of being alone with God, and using in principle this language, “I will not let thee go except thou bless me”. As he pursues this exercise, he has his name changed to Israel, but in the Scriptures his name Jacob is also carried on. In Numbers 23 the names are linked and we see the product of God’s workmanship, “At this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!” 

(Numbers 23: 23). Jacob emerges from this exercise as prince of God. O for more princeliness! It is the dignity which ought to mark believers, especially persons like ourselves who have so much light. He wrestled with God and with men and he prevailed. Jacob called the name of the place Peniel. What a positive result from saying, “I will not let thee go except thou bless me”. It is an interesting study to see places that are named. We get the thought right through Genesis. But in this particular one meaning ‘Face of God’, I think, in principle. 

Jacob arrived at “the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”, 2 Corinthians 4: 6. What a thing it is to see the glory of God in the face of a Man, the face of Jesus Christ. The prophet says, “his visage was so marred more than any man”, Isaiah 52: 14. Yet the glory of God is resplendent in that face, and it will shine eternally. So Jacob got the blessing. But he got it by saying, I will not let thee go except thou bless me. 

In Exodus 21, the Hebrew bondman is a type of the Lord Jesus, in all the perfection of Himself as here totally devoted to the will of God. He could have gone free, but He said distinctly: “I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”. Let us take up the language, beloved brethren, of committed bondmanship. ‘ I will not go free’. It has been said rightly, ‘I love my master’ is vertical love, ‘I love my wife’ is horizontal love, and ‘I love my children’ would be descending love. So we can see it in perfection in the Lord Jesus, the One who set His face steadfastly to go to Jerusalem, and found Himself in a situation where He could say, “but then, not my will, but thine be done”. Luke 22: 42. What perfection in manhood! There in Luke’s record, His sweat became as great drops of blood falling down upon the earth, in the agony of His soul anticipating what lay before Him. We sometimes say that Luke does not give us the abandonment, and that is true as to the actual record, but when the Lord says, “Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me”, it is in anticipation of being forsaken by the God whom He loved. Now like this bondman He says, “I will not go free”. 

What do we want, beloved brethren? Some are saying today that they want freedom to go here, there, everywhere. That is not the path of bondmanship according to the will of God. 

Let us be among those who can say, ‘ I will not go free’. 

In 1 Kings 21, we have Naboth, a man who was not prominent, but he was faithful. 

Definiteness of faithfulness was seen in him, in what he says, ‘ I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers’. Beloved brethren, we have an inheritance of our fathers, our fathers spiritually, men who have laboured, and we have entered into their labours (John 4: 38). Are we going to sell it in order that it may become a garden of herbs? Never! ‘ I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers’. It cost this man his life. Naboth was a martyr, in holy determination not to give up what had come down to him. We are in days when the enemy is 

very active in order to get us to sell the inheritance of our fathers, or like Esau to sell our birthright for a dish of lentils. Do we value the inheritance? Paul speaks about it as the glory of God’s inheritance in the saints (Ephesians 1: 18). It is also our inheritance (Ephesians 1: 14). It is still referred to as Naboth’s vineyard, even after he was dead (1 Kings 21: 16). Well, he said, ‘ I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers’. May this feature mark us beloved brethren. 

Psalm 132 is one of the Songs of Degrees, these ascending psalms which lead up to something wonderful. David says, ‘ I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; I will not give sleep to my eyes, slumber to mine eyelids, until I find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob’. Here was a man who was prepared to deny himself what was legitimate in the way of what was natural, in order that Christ, in type, should have the first place. In Colossian language it is that He might have the first place in all things (Colossians 1: 18). It is not only in some things; some of us may allow Him the first place in some things, but He has to have the first place in all things. That involves in me personally, and in you personally, in our households, in our local meetings, that He has to have the first place in all things. He is worthy of it. So David says, “we heard of it at Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood”. What a sad statement of affairs! As in other instances, the ark was found in places which were not suited to it. That has happened in Christendom. The name of Christ is taken up in conditions which are not morally and spiritually suitable. Let us see, beloved brethren, that we provide suitable conditions, not only in our households, but that in our local assemblies there may be right conditions for the ark as typical of Christ. As we give Him His right place, as we shall prove tomorrow in His will, it will lead to worship, something for God. As David says, “Let us go into his habitations, let us worship at his footstool”. Beloved brethren in the sense of spiritual resolve, let us 

be among these persons who are prepared to say, I will not. For His name’s sake. 

Address at Vevey
28 April 1995 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 32:23-32 (JND) [23] and he took them and led them over the river, and led over what he had. [24] And Jacob remained alone; and a man wrestled with him until the rising of the dawn. [25] And when he saw that he did not prevail against him, he touched the joint of his thigh; and the joint of Jacob's thigh was dislocated as he wrestled with him. [26] And he said, Let me go, for the dawn ariseth. And he said, I will not let thee go except thou bless me. [27] And he said to him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. [28] And he said, Thy name shall not henceforth be called Jacob, but Israel; for thou hast wrestled with God, and with men, and hast prevailed. [29] And Jacob asked and said, Tell [me], I pray thee, thy name. And he said, How is it that thou askest after my name? And he blessed him there. [30] And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel For I have seen God face to face, and my life has been preserved. [31] And as he passed over Peniel, the sun rose upon him; and he limped upon his hip. [32] Therefore the children of Israel do not eat of the sinew that is over the joint of the thigh, to this day; because he touched the joint of Jacob's thigh the sinew.

Exodus 21:1-6 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. [4] If his master have given him a wife, and she have borne him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go out alone. [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free; [6] then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the door-post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever.

1 Kings 21:1-6 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, [that] Naboth the Jizreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jizreel, by the side of the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. [2] And Ahab spoke to Naboth saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, for it is near, by the side of my house; and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; if it seem good to thee, I will give thee its value in money. [3] And Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to thee! [4] And Ahab came into his house sullen and vexed because of the word that Naboth the Jizreelite had spoken to him; for he had said, I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And he lay down on his bed, and turned away his face, and ate no bread. [5] And Jezebel his wife came to him, and said to him, Why is thy spirit sullen, and thou eatest no bread? [6] And he said to her, Because I spoke to Naboth the Jizreelite and said to him, Give me thy vineyard for money; or else, if it please thee, I will give thee a vineyard for it; and he said, I will not give thee my vineyard.

Psalms 132:1-8 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; [4] I will not give sleep to mine eyes, slumber to mine eyelids, [5] Until I find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob. [6] Behold, we heard of it at Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood. [7] Let us go into his habitations, let us worship at his footstool. [8] Arise, Jehovah, into thy rest, thou and the ark of thy strength.

John 8:58 (JND) [58] Jesus said to them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.

John 14:30 (JND) [30] I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing;

Luke 9 (JND) [1] And having called together the twelve, he gave them power and authority over all demons, and to heal diseases, [2] and sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. [3] And he said to them, Take nothing for the way, neither staff, nor scrip, nor bread, nor money; nor to have two body-coats apiece. …

Numbers 23 (JND) [1] And Balaam said to Balak, Build me here seven altars, and prepare me here seven bullocks and seven rams. [2] And Balak did as Balaam had said; and Balak and Balaam offered up a bullock and a ram on [each] altar. [3] And Balaam said to Balak, Stand by thy burnt-offering, and I will go; perhaps Jehovah will come to meet me; and whatever he shews me I will tell thee. And he went to a hill. …

Numbers 23:23 (JND) [23] For there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel. At this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!

2 Corinthians 4:6 (JND) [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.

Isaiah 52:14 (JND) [14] As many were astonished at thee his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the children of men

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

1 Kings 21 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, [that] Naboth the Jizreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jizreel, by the side of the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. [2] And Ahab spoke to Naboth saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, for it is near, by the side of my house; and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; if it seem good to thee, I will give thee its value in money. [3] And Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to thee! …

John 4:38 (JND) [38] I have sent you to reap that on which ye have not laboured; others have laboured, and ye have entered into their labours.

Ephesians 1:18 (JND) [18] being enlightened in the eyes of your heart, so that ye should know what is the hope of his calling, [and] what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

Ephesians 1:14 (JND) [14] who is [the] earnest of our inheritance to the redemption of the acquired possession to [the] praise of his glory.

1 Kings 21:16 (JND) [16] And it came to pass when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jizreelite, to take possession of it.

Psalms 132 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; …



THE LORD JESUS KNOWN AS MASTER

J. Wright 

1 Samuel 30: 11–15; Luke 5: 1–11; 2 Timothy 2: 19–21 

You will notice that the word “master” occurs in each of these scriptures. Who is our master? 

We all have a master. Men like to think that they are their own master, and some in business are their own master. But, in a moral sense, no one is their own master. Persons may be deceived by thinking that by doing their own will they are their own master. If any one does their own will, and pursues a course of their own will they have a master, and it is a hard master, for Satan is the master of anyone who is doing their own will. 

This young man whom David finds had a master who left him. It is a good thing that the master did leave him. We hear a lot about redundancy today, but this man was left because he fell sick. He had been serving a master who left him sick. Satan is the master of so many but he has no concern about persons, no concern about their souls or about their well-being. It says he was the servant “of an Amalekite”. They found an Egyptian in a field. He was a man of the world, in the world away from God, and independent of God. They brought him to David; he was to come under a new master. Conversion is a wonderful change, it is a complete change. This man was to have a change of occupation, and a change of master. 

You could not have a better Master than the Lord 

Jesus; He is the best Master, you could not come under anyone better. Is the Lord Jesus your Master? Does He have, control of your life? If you have a master you have to do as he tells you. The Lord Jesus would care for you, do the very best for you; indeed He has done the very best for you. The Lord Jesus has done for you what no one else could do for you. He has taken account of your condition. He has taken account of where you were through sin, and the results of sin through serving another master, a master who had got no rights over you at all. Jesus has taken account of that condition of yours and He has come in to meet it, to relieve you of it, and deliver you from it. Think of how the Lord Jesus saw men here under the power of Satan. How He felt it! As He moved here among men, persons He came in contact with were under the power of Satan. Scripture makes it plain that “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way”, Isaiah 53: 6. We have come under the power of Satan, the power of a terrible task master. The Lord Jesus felt it and He came in to deliver men. He has overcome Satan, that terrible master over men. Satan brought temptations to bear on the Lord Jesus, but the Lord Jesus did not yield to him for one moment; He was greater than Satan and more powerful. The power that marked the Lord Jesus was not in any great outward way, but it was moral power, and Satan had to leave Him. 

Satan came back to the Lord Jesus as He approached death, bringing the pressure of death and all that lay before Him to bear upon His spirit, but He went forward in obedience. 

The Lord Jesus was Master, but He knew what it was to be obedient to God and to God’s will; He always obeyed. If He had not obeyed, dear friend, you and I would be eternally lost, and would have remained under the power of Satan. He obeyed under the most trying and testing circumstances. We have been reminded that He became obedient even unto death and that the death of the cross. The Lord Jesus, in going to the cross, has 

taken upon Himself all the effects of sin that lay upon us. Indeed He has borne the sins of many, of every one who has come to Him, in faith and obedience. He has borne their sins in His own body on the tree; He has gone into death as the penalty that lay upon the sinner, that lay upon those who were disobedient. He has gone that way for you and for me, that we might be relieved from the burden of our sins, and that we might be delivered from the power of sin. The Lord Jesus went into death and His precious blood has been shed. What a price has been paid in the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus shedding His precious blood. He is now raised at God’s right hand, He is available both as Saviour and Lord, and He wants you to know Him. He wants you to know Him as your Master for He is entitled to have you. 

So they found this Egyptian and brought him to David and gave him bread and he ate, and they gave him water to drink; no demands were made upon him. This young man found a plentiful supply and it was what he needed. What your soul needs it finds in coming to Christ. 

You will find it in Christ and it is freely available to you. They gave him a piece of fig-cake and two raisin cakes. All on the line of giving, not on the line of demand. Do you think in coming to the Lord Jesus, knowing Him as Lord and Master you will find He is hard? You will find Him as this youth found David, he found what he needed, and it says, “and his spirit came again to him; for he had eaten no bread, nor drunk any water, for three days and three nights”. 

Then David asked him some questions. He says, “To whom belongest thou? and whence art thou?” Good questions, are they not? To whom do you belong? Do you belong to the Lord Jesus? This young man could not say that at this point; he had to make a confession. So he says, “I am a young man of Egypt, servant of an Amalekite; and my master left me, because three days ago I fell sick”. He makes a confession. There is the situation, this man makes a confession, he brings it all 

out. He was an Egyptian, a sinner who had just gone his own way. It is a happy day for you when you tell the Lord Jesus you are a sinner, and have gone your own way, serving sin and Satan. There has been no positive result from that. Then he says, “We made a raid against the south of the Cherethites, and against what belonged to Judah, and against the south of Caleb”. 

He gives an account of what he has been doing as a servant of this Amalekite, typical of a servant of Satan. But David is going to enlist him, he is going to become a servant of David. 

How gracious David was; what a gracious master. He is like the Lord Jesus! Then David said to him, “Canst thou bring me down to this troop?” And he said, “Swear to me by God, that thou wilt neither put me to death nor deliver me up into the hand of my master, and I will bring thee down to this troop”. He did not want to go back in any way to what he had done and whom he had served; he wanted to be kept with David, and to become serviceable to David. 

Now I want to speak of Peter, who has a conversion in this chapter. He comes to speak of Jesus as Master. The Lord Jesus is entering into Peter’s circumstances, to get near to him and secure him for Himself. Peter was one who became serviceable to Him. The Lord Jesus made something of Peter. Satan will not make anything of you in regard of divine things. But think of what the Lord Jesus is able to do. He will make something of you. Do you want to be made something of and be serviceable to the Lord Jesus? Simon lets the Lord have use of his boat, and when Jesus had ceased speaking He said to Simon, “Draw out into the deep water and let down your nets for a haul”. He was going to experience what it was to come under a new Master. How blessed it is to come under Christ as Master! It far exceeds our expectations! 

We knew we were not getting on at all well before, things were difficult and hard, we found no satisfaction in the things we went after. But we find very much more in the Lord Jesus than we expected. Have you found that? 

One of the things needed would be simple obedience to the word of Jesus. Have you been obedient to the word of Jesus? He loves you and has done everything for you. You can find the grace that is in Him, the abounding grace in the Lord Jesus. Peter did not think he would get anything, he had given up. When answering the Lord here he said, “Master, having laboured through the whole night we have taken nothing”. He would think, I know this lake I have fished in it many times, I know we will not take much now. Have you ever thought like that, thinking you would not get much by answering to the Lord’s word, by being obedient to it? However Peter was obedient to it, he did what the Lord told him to do; that is the safe way, it is the way of blessing, to do what the Lord tells you to do. So he says, “Master, having laboured through the whole night we have taken nothing, but at thy word I will let down the net”, note “at thy word”. Peter had never had such a haul of fishes before, it far exceeded what he had expected. It was such a haul of fishes that the ship could not contain them, the net could not contain them. Think of the goodness of the Lord Jesus! Peter writes later in his life, “if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord is good”, 1 Peter 2: 3. Peter was tasting here that the Lord was good; he was obedient to His word and there was this great haul of fishes; as a result he became a prosperous man. Do you want to become prosperous? I am not talking now about your business. The Lord can help you in that, surely He can, but I am talking about your soul prosperity, that is the important thing. 

Peter was overcome by this great haul of fishes; the boats were filled and were sinking. “But Simon Peter, seeing it, fell at Jesus’ knees, saying, Depart from me, for I am a sinful man. 

Lord”. He not only came to it that he had committed sins and confessed them, but he went deeper than that, he was a sinful man, he had served sin. His whole life had been marked by that, sin. However respectable a person might be, if they are just pleasing themselves, away from God, it is a sinful life. 

All that was in him was sinful, and Peter came to it in the presence of Jesus, but he fell at His knees, “For astonishment had laid hold on him, and on all those who were with him, at the haul of fishes which they had taken; and in like manner also on James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon. Fear not”. No reproach, no condemnation does He hold for you! The Lord would say, I know you have been a sinful man, I know you are a sinner, but fear not. The Lord Jesus has been to Calvary’s cross; He bore the whole sinful condition; Him who knew not sin was made sin for us. The Lord says to Simon, “Fear not; henceforth thou shalt be catching men”. What a fisher of men he became! 

You can read in the Acts of the Apostles of how serviceable he became to the Master! How different he became under this Master! I commend Jesus to you; own Him as your Lord and Master. We sang, 

‘As Lord and Master in thy heart enthrone Him.’ 

Life everlasting, peace and joy to know’. (Hymn 409) He will give you the gift of the Holy Spirit, as you are obedient to Him, giving power for having a living link with Him and becoming in you a well of water springing up unto eternal life. 

I want now to refer to this scripture in 2 Timothy. Paul is speaking of difficult times. He says, 

“Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal. The Lord knows those that are his”. 

He knows if you are His—the Lord knows every one that is His, every one who has come to him, every one who has had a transaction with Him. What a right He has. How He would care for one who is His. He would not make you redundant, cast you away as of no use. No, you are of value to Him. He wants to preserve you, He wants to protect you. He can preserve you and He can protect you. Salvation is in the recognition and confession of Jesus as Lord. 

He has all the power available to help you and preserve you and protect you. He is in the highest place in the universe, he is in the highest place of power, He is at God’s right 

hand, and all power is available for you as a believer to help and preserve you. You cannot go through in your own strength, you have no need to, you do not need to attempt to, all the power in the Lord Jesus is available to preserve and protect you. 

Then it says, “Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”. 

Anyone who professes to own Him as Master is to withdraw from iniquity. Then it says, “But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour”. That is the present state of things in the public profession. Then it says, “If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, in separating himself from them, he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work”. It is a wonderful thing to be kept serviceable to the Master. Would you not like to be preserved serviceable to the Master? To be kept serviceable, we need to purify ourselves so as not to be mixed up with vessels to dishonour. 

There is salvation and preservation in separation, and it is only a sanctified vessel that can be serviceable to the Master. I commend to you the Lord Jesus as Master. May we each one come to know Him in this way, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Rotherham
29 September 1991 

 


Scripture references

1 Samuel 30:11-15 (JND) [11] And they found an Egyptian in the field, and brought him to David, and gave him bread, and he ate; and they gave him water to drink, [12] and gave him a piece of fig-cake and two raisin-cakes, and he ate, and his spirit came again to him; for he had eaten no bread, nor drunk any water, for three days and three nights. [13] And David said to him, To whom belongest thou? and whence art thou? And he said, I am a young man of Egypt, servant of an Amalekite; and my master left me, because three days ago I fell sick. [14] We made a raid against the south of the Cherethites, and against what [belongs] to Judah, and against the south of Caleb; and we burned Ziklag with fire. [15] And David said to him, Canst thou bring me down to this troop? And he said, Swear to me by God, that thou wilt neither put me to death nor deliver me up into the hand of my master, and I will bring thee down to this troop.

Luke 5:1-11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, as the crowd pressed on him to hear the word of God, that he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret: [2] and he saw two ships standing by the lake, but the fishermen, having come down from them, were washing their nets. [3] And getting into one of the ships, which was Simon's, he asked him to draw out a little from the land; and he sat down and taught the crowds out of the ship. [4] But when he ceased speaking, he said to Simon, Draw out into the deep [water] and let down your nets for a haul. [5] And Simon answering said to him, Master, having laboured through the whole night we have taken nothing, but at thy word I will let down the net. [6] And having done this, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes. And their net broke. [7] And they beckoned to their partners who were in the other ship to come and help them, and they came, and filled both the ships, so that they were sinking. [8] But Simon Peter, seeing it, fell at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, Lord. [9] For astonishment had laid hold on him, and on all those who were with him, at the haul of fishes which they had taken; [10] and in like manner also on James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, Fear not; henceforth thou shalt be catching men. [11] And having run the ships on shore, leaving all they followed him.

2 Timothy 2:19-21 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity. [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work.

Isaiah 53:6 (JND) [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.

1 Peter 2:3 (JND) [3] if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord [is] good.



EXTRACTS

Then all the things were numbered and counted (Exodus 38: 21). It was the work of the Levites under priestly direction to take account of all, and to see that nothing was missing. 

This is important. There has been a great lack of this. Many things which are clearly the commandment of the Lord are often missing. The Levites have failed to count, and things have dropped out. But every detail of the divine system is part of the glory of Christ, and is really essential to the true knowledge of God; we cannot afford to lose account of anything. If we let one detail drop out of account we have lost a ray of the glory of Christ and of the glory of God. 

People talk of essentials and non-essentials, but then they do you may be sure they are only thinking of man’s side. Every detail of the divine mind is essential to the glory of God in Christ. A missing peg would mean slack cord, and a slack cord would mean a curtain out of place, and so the disorder would spread. Indeed the whole tabernacle would suffer if one detail were out of place. How often do we find the words in these chapters, “As Jehovah had commanded Moses”! A brother who can put in a word to prevent things getting slack, and a Levite who can count and see what is missing, render valuable service. When the remnant returned with Ezra from Babylon, the silver and the gold and the vessels were numbered and weighed at the river, Ahava, and again when they came to Jerusalem. It was day of weakness—a remnant time—but they regarded the principle of numbering and weighing, and they were exercised that nothing should be lost by the way. 

Then the gold and silver and copper were all taken account of by weight. It suggests to me that we should not be content with terms and statements, but that we should have in our souls the true value and weight of things. We may have a good deal to say in relation to divine Persons, but there needs exercise that all such things should have their due weight. So that what we say represents not merely what we have heard or read, but what we truly know of God. This alone has weight according to the shekel of the sanctuary”. 

C. A. Coates (‘An Outline of Exodus’, pp. 313, 314) 

MWB You referred just now to the “unity of the Spirit” and the “unity of the faith” in special connection with this. Would you say a little how that works out? 

JT I think that is very important because it is a universal thing here; it—is universal and collective. Of course we are in the greatest weakness, but the chapter is light for us as to how we are held, together in the overthrow of all that marks the world. The world is being led on to the idea of a head and a central position, which is working out now on the Continent. 

The most potent opposition is organised opposition, and God meets that by organisation. 

Matthew shows that the Lord met two demoniacs, two blind men, and so on. It is a question of organisation. Chapter 4 of this epistle is divine organisation: That is to say, we are bound up in spiritual affections—which would mean that I cannot afford to lose my brother. And so you have the word to Paul on the ship, Acts 27, that God had given to him all that sailed with him. That ought to be the desire of every one of us—not to lose one. Well, that implies the unity of the Spirit; it is a question of affection. As we saw yesterday, Absalom’s kingdom was thus overthrown in Jerusalem. For that you have the unity of the Spirit, but then there is also the unity of the faith, which would mean the superiority of Christian truth, the truth that God has restored—the wonderful unfolding of the mind of God before which no philosopher could ever stand. The books were burnt because they were shown to be fallacious. This was because of the great superiority of the truth. Paul’s ministry at Ephesus involved the most wonderful unfolding of the truth and counsels of God, so he says, “I have not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God”. Hence the intelligence the Ephesians had, and that I think is what is involved in the unity of the faith; so that you have the unity of the Spirit, and the unity of the faith, and the self-action of the body. Instead of being overcome you have a system of things that is invulnerable. Walking in the light and practical acceptance of all this, God gives us the victory in the conflict. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 33, pp.303, 304)
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Scripture references

Exodus 38:21 (JND) [21] These are the things numbered of the tabernacle, the tabernacle of the testimony, which were counted, according to the commandment of Moses, by the service of the Levites, under the hand of Ithamar, son of Aaron the priest.

Acts 27 (JND) [1] But when it had been determined that we should sail to Italy, they delivered up Paul and certain other prisoners to a centurion, by name Julius, of Augustus' company. [2] And going on board a ship of Adramyttium about to navigate by the places along Asia, we set sail, Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. [3] And the next day we arrived at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and suffered him to go to his friends and refresh himself. …
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