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WHAT GOD IS PRESENTING THROUGH CHRIST TO MEN

D. M. Welch 

Acts 3: 19–24; Hebrews 1: 1–3; Romans 14: 17; Isaiah 11: 1–9 

Where would we be without Christ? What condition would the world be in without Christ or without what proceeds here in those who know Christ? In many places grace has super-abounded. “All we are witnesses” the scripture says (Acts 2: 32), all witnesses to the super-abounding grace of God. His mercy, love and kindness; salvation having appeared He is known thus as a Saviour God. I read these scriptures, not to go into detail, but to speak a little of Christ, as Peter speaks of Him so wonderfully here. How Paul loved his countrymen and how Peter loved his countrymen, and love is characterised by faithfulness. Peter is a faithful man, himself taken up by God to be a witness. He discharges his faithfulness by speaking to his own countrymen, speaking the truth. Times of refreshing are referred to, restoring of all things referred to; these kinds of days are referred to in this portion. Repentance is immediately touched by Peter, desiring that the word would bring conviction to his fellow countrymen. Israel had been taken up by God, chosen by God from the foundation of the world, and cultured with everything that God could provide to man in the flesh. This proved only that with everything man was provided, even if he were to keep the law, it would be his own righteousness; something that man would claim. Perhaps we would be entrapped in that ourselves, if God’s grace had not laid hold of us, and given us to repent. Repent is a very important word and having the reality leads to God’s righteousness. We quoted from a brother’s ministry that upon conversion and receipt of the Spirit, persons were the same but with another life. The working out of repentance and righteousness is through conviction and believing the truth. 

We would be nowhere without Christ; nowhere without the intervention of God Himself, and that leads us to repent; to have a judgment about ourselves and our condition in this world, in Adam’s race. That leads us, in conviction, to understand that we are accounted with the guilty. This nation (Israel) was guilty, as it says in verse 15, and Peter’s faithful word confirmed it, “but the originator of life ye slew”. I do not know your state of soul, I would just say to you “Repent”. By extension, you are accounted among those who slew the Lord Jesus, and if for no other reason, because you are rejecting Him to this time. (The world we live in has done that). In the second chapter Peter, again speaking faithfully, could say the Lord Jesus was “given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God”, but then it goes on to say, “ye, by the hand of lawless men, have crucified and slain” (Acts 2: 23). So repentance is to be real; we are to be convicted as to our part in all this. 

Left to our natural state as part of Adam’s race in a fallen condition, and guilty, we would never desire that God would have any authority over us. What would characterise us, save for the grace of God, would be self-will, lawlessness. Lawlessness is sin, sin is lawlessness, it has to do with my will and lusts. It is contrary to what God has in mind in His love to man. So righteousness must be settled before the times of refreshing can come and the restoring of all things can come. God has settled it and I would say, dear friends, He has settled it for you; He has settled it for Himself and has been glorified, because the Lord Jesus, who knew no sin, was made sin. He was made sin; He met all the claims of God against our condition in Adam’s race. He discharged the debt that we owed personally, each owes it personally, as reckoned among the guilty; but He has discharged the debt for persons who repent and believe. How did He do that? How could He discharge that? How could He remove an offending state; a condition so obnoxious to God because God’s will was not desired by any of us? How could He remove guilt? Righteousness and peace kissed one another at the cross when the Lord was lifted up between heaven and earth. 

You say, that was a terrible thing men did, your conscience may go that far. But what about the rejection of a perfect Man fulfilling the will of God in love to creatures? Does your conscience and the conviction from the word take you further, to see that in discharging what lay upon the race, the condition of the race, and in paying the debt owed because of our guilt, it must first have been between this perfect Man and God Himself? The transaction must be between Them, He who knew no sin was made sin. How can we fathom this? As we sang in the hymn ‘The darkness sought His woes to hide’ (Hymn 13). Who could fathom the perfect Man, alone with God, but abandoned by the God whom He loved, the God He served, the God whose will was His; every morning hearing the word as one of the instructed, proceeding in relation to the excellent of the earth, never failing in thankfulness to God, never failing in faithfulness to man; but He was left alone of God. He was not only left alone of men, but He was left alone of God! That is how awful the condition was upon the race, that is how awful it is, that is how awful my state, my offending state, my guilty state, that is how awful it is. So must it be that the One who was without sin, be made sin, and bear in His own body my sins on the tree. To discharge that terrible guilt He laboured alone. He was left alone of God. 

We would love to be able to say more about this, the fact is in what we are reading of here, there will be those who will look upon Him whom they had pierced, and will recall that this was the One, the spotless Lamb of God, who sacrificially took on everything that was needful to clear the way, to meet the claims of God in His suffering, in His death, and in His blood-shedding, as a witness that He had done it. And, to complete it He went into the grave and bore that reproach, but God did not suffer His holy One to see corruption. He met the claims of God, how glorious a Person He is, and He has met your need and mine in His work on Calvary. This is the Person God has raised up. You know, men speak of God, but in their anger and violence do harm and murder to man, then cry out God is great. That is blasphemous. There is no God in that as men may speak of their prophet, but I speak of the prophet of God; the same One Moses and Samuel pointed to, and who Peter speaks of. I am speaking of the One who speaks the oracles of God and of One who has been raised from among the dead. I am speaking of One who is exalted as Man in heaven, yet I am speaking of One who is God in His Person. God did not die at Calvary, but the Man who died at Calvary is God. 

And God is going to have His way; the kindness and love of God have appeared. Why is that? I can tell you it is because of God’s love towards you. He does not love the offending state. He does not love the obnoxious character of man’s will and lust. He does not love your guilt, but He loves mankind. Not only that, but He so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son. He so loved the world, that is the world where you and I live at the present time, a world that looks on to the world according to God when Christ will rule; it is where God’s love to man is declared. His righteousness declared, and where His grace is towards men. He loves the habitable world where man can dwell in relation to Himself. Did you know that? What is obnoxious to God is what is morally proceeding according to man’s will, according to the devil’s devices and according to the lusts of men. But God loves mankind and He loves the world. He will have the world suitable to Himself where man can enjoy wonderful things. In fact, times of refreshing will come, the restoring of all things will come. 

So what we read in Hebrews may correspond to Peter’s sermon—“God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, at the end of these days”. That is what Peter was speaking of, these days, the days when the end of the law, the days when the introduction of the Messiah would come. The end of these days of the law, and the introduction of someone in rule, who only is capable of rule, would bring in days of refreshing. We are thankful that in the providence of God there is government, and persons who know the Lord Jesus, who have a fear of God, pray for governments, for the restraint of evil, but in view of what? In view of God bringing to light a testimony to the times of refreshing and the restoring of all things, and in view of God preserving the preaching of the word, so that persons may be called out of a corrupt, immoral world, and into a world of love and light, the light of God and to be available for fellowship. There is a new condition where all resources provided by God can be enjoyed. Let us never forget that as the Lord Jesus was crucified on that centre cross, He was distinguished because of what He was doing and because of who He is. He has done God’s work, God’s will. Those beside Him were not distinguished, although one was spoken to by the Lord. Has He spoken distinctly to you and to me? Has it brought conviction? 

Here, as we read in Isaiah He is distinguished. He is the divine Speaker. Dear friends, make no mistake about what God is doing. God is speaking. Just as the Lord speaks and serves mediately among the saints. God will have His voice heard in the preaching of the word—so that the prophet spoken of by Peter, the Lord Jesus Himself, and by extension of the word of God, the speaking comes to us in the preaching. We are to be convicted and set free this very day. There is the One who is distinguished, the divine Speaker Himself, established Heir of all things; by Him God created the worlds, that wonderful concept that God had relating to the habitable world was in His mind for man by this particular Person. How particular, distinguished and specific he should be in our minds! He is established Heir of all things, the Creator Himself and the perfect expression of everything that God had to say to man. This is a divine Person, become Man, revealed to us as Son, and that character of things carries forward at the present time. Not exactly the same way as in past days, because personally He is the filling out of all as the great prophet of God; but He speaks in the character of Son. He can establish persons in manhood and in relationship because He sets it all out Himself. 

Who else but a divine Person could uphold all things by the word of His power? It is this Person. He is upholding all things by the word of His power, and He is the mediator. Peter spoke of Moses in the first reference we read. Moses was the mediator; that is the law came to Israel through Moses, but the Lord Jesus fills out every title, every example, every type He fills out all perfectly and gloriously, so that He holds the whole system Himself. What a great Person we are speaking of in the preaching; who but a divine Person, and yet in manhood, could make purification of sins? What a matter it is to contemplate Calvary, and see this is the Person that was there, who by Himself has made purification of sins. Does that not attract your heart? Do you want to know great people in the world? They will only lead you down the path of destruction if you follow them. There could be some people with a conscience who would not want you to be led down the path of destruction, but it is a God-consciousness. The idea is conversion, repentance and to be attached to another kind of man, a Man who Himself is God, a Man who is great enough to be the mediator. He is the one mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus. 

Oh, beloved, these times of refreshing and of restoring of all things do not have to be put off! How often the Lord Jesus referred to “that day” in John’s gospel. Even the kingdom does not need to be put off, except in its public glory and display; in the purging of all things, yes, that is put off, yet we take it up individually and purify ourselves according to the light that comes to us in relation to the Son of God, so we can enjoy the kingdom now. The scripture that we read confirms it to us. It basically says that we do not have to wait for the display of the kingdom, for the things of the kingdom are to be in us and to be worked out among us. It is not eating and drinking; it is Pharisaical to make that out as the kingdom. The Lord will have a people in liberty and in service to Himself, a kingdom of priests to His God and Father. God provides the resources to every converted soul, who by faith receives the light, is convicted and exercised and wants to receive the Spirit of God. God would set His seal on such a person. But it has to be your exercise, dear young brother or sister, to get with the God, who is a Saviour God, who is the beneficent provider that Adam knew, yet you can know Him in a real, deep and personal way, and receive the Spirit. 

Righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit—what a matter that it! The kingdoms of men may proceed, and as Christians we pray for the governments, but we want to go on in the great light that has come out of heaven, which appeared to Paul on the Damascus road; that light showed the way in relation to the One who said, “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest”, Acts 9: 5. We pray for the governments in that light, and we pray for men in the gospel to come into that light, as we pray for the restraining of evil through governments. When the Spirit and the assembly go there will be chaos. Why? It will be one will pitted against another, another will pitted against another, and the lusts of men will pervade the scene, and they will put temporary fixes on things. Man has developed himself in such a way that 666 will answer to the man of sin, the fullest development of man possible. Whether it be in his knowledge of computers and micro-chips or whatever it pertains to, man will develop himself as far as possible without God. And that will result in chaos. Man is now held in check because of the Holy Spirit and the kingdom of God in persons who have the Spirit. Did you ever think about that? In one sense the world may not depend upon us, but God depends on us; He does, God depends upon us to hold things. 

“We ourselves, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, we also ourselves groan in ourselves, awaiting adoption, that is redemption of our body”, Romans 8: 23. God has His way in that, in discipline, and He knows what He is doing, but discipline is to bring us more into correspondence with Christ. What the blessed Spirit is doing here is forming us in kingdom features that underlie the privilege of being in the assembly. The Spirit is in charge of the testimony, the Holy Spirit Himself; so we have the opportunity to be with Him as to these things. Notice this scripture, “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and calf and the young lion and the fatted beast together, and a little child shall lead them”. You say that is going to be a wonderful time; it is going to be a wonderful time, even the lower creation will be set free from the bondage of corruption. We ourselves of course will have a transformed body, a body like unto His body of glory. This body is needed for the purposes of discipline in God’s ways and wisdom. But where is an answer to this scripture in Isaiah 11 to be found now? It is found in the assembly. What was your character before you were converted? I do not know. What I see, and what you should see in believers, is the development of spiritual personality, and the evenness of things in them even as Peter spoke of God sending Jesus Christ that times of refreshing might come. 

That order of manhood characterises the assembly today by the work of the Spirit, and is especially seen by our intermingling in fellowship with one another. 

You may not know me as I was before I was converted. The wolf tears and devours; humanly speaking, a man who is like a wolf can be under the power of the devil or, since all men are proud, there may be persons who appear to be like a lamb but are quietly proud. We are to see the evenness of things today in the assembly, where the days of refreshing, the restoring of all things, is found and enjoyed and experienced. The wolf and the lamb, they dwell together and lie down together. True leadership and the place of each in the assembly, leads to this evenness and environment in the assembly. Persons who receive the revelation of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, the revelation of the purpose of God fill this out anticipatively now. We see such now because the Lord Jesus said, “Unless ye ... become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens”, Matthew 18: 3. It is a wonderful scene. Do you enjoy it? Do you fear the devil? Oh beloved, greater is He that is in us than he that is in the world. It says, “the sucking child shall play on the hole of the adder, and the weaned child shall put forth its hand to the viper’s den”. That which would characterise human personality, as the wolf or the lamb, whatever, is all brought into evenness because of the development of spiritual persons. And as those persons are spiritual and dependent, and features of the kingdom come out in them, the devil has no power. So, as we sang, ‘The Conqueror must reign’. But we are more than conquerors now; it says so in the epistle to the Romans. 

This is a wonderful setting and I want to end with it. Are we enjoying it in power? Are we persons with thankful hearts that God in His sovereign goodness and in His mercy has wrought with us? Has He attracted you to this Person, this Man, by whom He created the worlds? Has He attracted you to the King Himself, great David’s greater Son? You cannot go wrong, whatever you were like before conversion, you are to have a new life, a wonderful life among the brethren, as having received the Spirit, and as joining in and supporting the preaching of the word, and as recognising that the Spirit and the assembly are still here, and that God is calling persons out of the present evil world for this land of life. What a glorious message! May we be helped to enjoy what we have been called into, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Ormond Beach/Bunnell
20 February 2005 

 


Scripture references

Acts 3:19-24 (JND) [19] Repent therefore and be converted, for the blotting out of your sins, so that times of refreshing may come from [the] presence of the Lord, [20] and he may send Jesus Christ, who was foreordained for you, [21] whom heaven indeed must receive till [the] times of [the] restoring of all things, of which God has spoken by the mouth of his holy prophets since time began. [22] Moses indeed said, A prophet shall [the] Lord your God raise up to you out of your brethren like me: him shall ye hear in everything whatsoever he shall say to you. [23] And it shall be that whatsoever soul shall not hear that prophet shall be destroyed from among the people. [24] And indeed all the prophets from Samuel and those in succession after [him], as many as have spoken, have announced also these days.

Hebrews 1:1-3 (JND) [1] God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high,

Romans 14:17 (JND) [17] for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in [the] Holy Spirit.

Isaiah 11:1-9 (JND) [1] And there shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch out of his roots shall be fruitful; [2] and the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah. [3] And his delight will be in the fear of Jehovah; and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears; [4] but with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. [5] And righteousness shall be the girdle of his reins, and faithfulness the girdle of his loins. [6] The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and the young lion and the fatted beast together, and a little child shall lead them. [7] And the cow and the she-bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. [8] And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the adder, and the weaned child shall put forth its hand to the viper's den. [9] They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea.

Acts 2:32 (JND) [32] This Jesus has God raised up, whereof all *we* are witnesses.

Acts 2:23 (JND) [23] him, given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye, by [the] hand of lawless [men], have crucified and slain.

Acts 9:5 (JND) [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest.

Romans 8:23 (JND) [23] And not only [that], but even *we* ourselves, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, we also ourselves groan in ourselves, awaiting adoption, [that is] the redemption of our body.

Isaiah 11 (JND) [1] And there shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch out of his roots shall be fruitful; [2] and the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah. [3] And his delight will be in the fear of Jehovah; and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears; …

Matthew 18:3 (JND) [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens.



THE PLACE WHERE GOD SETS HIS NAME

N. J. Henry 

2 Chronicles 3: 1, 2; Ezekiel 43: 1–12; Deuteronomy 12: 2–5; 16: 2–6; Matthew 18: 19, 20; Revelation 3: 12 

It is on my heart to speak of the place where Jehovah sets His name, and it lays hold of me as to the sobriety of that matter, not only His readiness to attach His name to something, but He establishes where He is going to set it. Even an unregenerate man would not want his name to be linked with certain places of defilement in the world; how much rather the holiness of God, because He is jealous as to His name. That is one thing about God, He is jealous as to His name. How He must feel as to everything presently! An exercised person would feel what is attached to the name of Christ. To link Christ to iniquity is blasphemy; that is how serious it is in the mind and heart of God that such a blessed Man, who furnished so much to His heart, that His name should be linked publicly with iniquity. I think, dear brethren, we should feel that matter soberly. 

In 2 Chronicles, while His name was placed in chapter 6: 18–20 after the establishment of the house, the basis of the house was in chapter 3, the burnt-offering. If you go to the end of 2 Samuel, which this verse refers to, David had sinned. He says, “I have sinned”, 2 Samuel 24: 10. There is only one sin-offering and that is Christ; there cannot be another. 

David recognises this. Our approach to God must be through the sin-offering, but when it comes to David offering he offers up the burnt-offering; that is the basis of God’s approach to man. There is nothing more precious than Christ in His total committal to the will of God, even unto death. The basis for God to establish anything in this scene is Christ as the burnt-offering; He gave Him total pleasure, whole pleasure to the heart of God in that sacrifice. It shows the maturity of David. David had failings and those are recorded. He was maturing under the hand of God, and he comes to that point, having numbered the people, and he says, I have sinned, then he offers up to God a burnt-offering and a peace-offering. He knew his God, and in that way it became a basis for Solomon’s temple, the house; that is a very fundamental thought that it was in the place where he was answered by God. 

Later God puts His name there; He is ready to identify Himself with Solomon’s temple. Now there are two thoughts here, and I know you will say one is Solomon’s temple and the other is Ezekiel’s. Solomon’s temple represents, in principle, Pentecost. It is not built on the basis of recovery, it is built on what you might say was pristine. When you come to Ezekiel the building of the temple was after failure, and if you read through Ezekiel you will notice the difference between the two houses. In Solomon’s, the porch was of a very large magnificent sort and while attached, it appears out-with the house; but when you come to Ezekiel, the time of recovery, the porch is not a magnificent sort and not outside the house. It appears as if it is governed by the wall. If you look at Ezekiel 40 you will find that the porch is within, so that while as our brother rightly said last night that we must be more evangelical, we cannot make the porch more than it is. In times of recovery the porch is restricted by the 

wall, and one thing about the gate eastwards, as we read here in Ezekiel 43, is that it allows God in. That is the point in the gate towards the east; God comes back, in principle. He sees the glory going out earlier in the book, and then it is coming back and it is coming in at the gate towards the east. After God is there, then the river goes out from the same place. That is the remarkable thing. In times of failure and breakdown we have to be governed by the light that is attached to the name of God. You cannot do as you wish, you cannot act as if it were still Pentecost. We have to do the work of an evangelist; that was said to Timothy, do what we can but we are governed by the porch. In principle that is the moral teaching of Ezekiel’s temple. I know it anticipates the future but the principle of it is that it allows God in, and the river goes out for healing. What healing will be needed in a future day. What healing is needed among the people of God now through the river going out from the house. 

Now in Ezekiel 43, God returns after the measuring of every detail of His intended dwelling. 

His glory came into the house. God’s name and His dwelling are close together. Those in James 2: 7 blaspheme the excellent name and that marks the day that we are in. Then the first beast in Revelation 13 blasphemes the name of God and the tabernacle of God, and those who have their part in the tabernacle in heaven. It shows that the attack is against the name of God; therefore we should cherish where God has placed His name. Think of these touching references, “the place of my throne” and “the place of the soles of my feet”. How sensitive are God’s movements in the house, the movements of God, “the place of the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel for ever; and the house of Israel shall no more defile my holy name”. What a time that will be. Should there not be an answer amongst those who are overcoming in the day we are in? Should we not be feeling the matter of the defilement of the name of God publicly? We should feel the matter and see that we have no part in it by our actions. 

It says further, “they set their threshold by my threshold”. That is what they did. “Their post by my post, and there was only a wall between me and them”. How close, you see, is the attack. Reference was made to the enemy’s hand being on the throne of Jah. How close the attack has been. Judas was in the inner circle. Christ felt that, how close the enemy had come. 

“Moreover, behold, the hand of him that delivers me up is with me on the table”, Luke 22: 21. How close the attack had come, just a wall between Me and them. Think of God feeling that, how things had got to such a low state in Israel, that was so privileged by its place according to the thoughts of God, now finding that they had desecrated the things of God, and there was little between what was of God and what was corrupt among them. 

In the first part of Deuteronomy 12 it says, “and ye shall destroy the names of them out of that place”. There are certain things that should not be named amongst us, certain things that we should have a judgment of. In Corinthians Paul says there are lords many and gods many. 

It surrounds us, beloved brethren, awful systems of religion and, in a large way; the name of Christ is attached to them by man. It is the oldest thing because religion started as we know with Cain. So it says here, “ye shall destroy the names of them out of that place. Ye shall not do so unto Jehovah your God; but unto the place which Jehovah your God will choose out of all your tribes to set his name there”. What a privilege, the name of God among His people, ready to identify Himself with them. That was what He was saying here through Moses. 

In Deuteronomy 16 we come to what he says about celebrating the passover and he says, “thou shalt sacrifice the passover to Jehovah thy God ... in the place which Jehovah will 

choose to cause his name to dwell there”. I wonder if that question rises in the heart of any person here. I am not speaking about the ecclesiastical position, I am speaking about moral conditions, for you might get many saying the same thing. We know sorrowfully how many companies there are that have flowed out of what we call the period of the recovery of the truth, and they all claim to be holding the same things, but it says, “in the place which Jehovah will choose to cause his name to dwell there”. That must not be ecclesiastical ground but moral ground, that is, the name of God cannot be attached to anything except the rights of God in the minutest detail. You could find that in your own history, that God applies His rights to the smallest detail of your life. We are faced with it every day. Possibly not a day passes when there is not something that comes up that, in your own heart, you say there is an attempt to assail the rights of God in your own soul because you are surrounded by it. 

There is no regard for anybody bar the first man in the world in which you and I live. That is why the second Man is out of heaven; they had to have another order of man who came in who would cause persons to follow, through divine work, in the way out of the world. 

Remember the world in which you and I move has room only for the first man, no other. Here it speaks about the passover. You say, Well, that is the Old Testament. When Paul writes to the Corinthians he speaks about “our passover, Christ” (1 Corinthians 5: 7), and he speaks about the feast being celebrated with sincerity and truth. Now, beloved brethren, I think all our hearts will say we need more of sincerity and truth. Our passover has been sacrificed—Christ—He is our passover. Corinth needed that. We must have conditions for God and we have to look at scripture to find these conditions. So we have to maintain the passover with unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Unleavened bread will not inflate you, it will not bring anything in that is going to stimulate the first 

order at all. I think the unleavened bread is something that works in you and it is to effect something; one effect will be to bring us into sincerity and truth. 

So it says here, “Thou mayest not sacrifice the passover in one of thy gates, which Jehovah thy God giveth thee; but at the place that Jehovah thy God will choose”. Oh, you might say, I have a choice. Any taste, any conscience, you will find a company to meet it. That is true; there is every taste catered for. The god of this world has provided a whole system of places to go. I could find company quite easily, if I get down in my soul, to suit that low state and yet still apparently be acceptable to men. But what will be acceptable to God? It says, “Thou mayest not sacrifice the passover in one of thy gates, which Jehovah thy God giveth thee; but at the place that Jehovah thy God will choose, to cause his name to dwell in”. It is a favour, beloved brethren, a privilege to uphold the rights of God that are attached to His name. 

When you come to Matthew 18 it says, “where two or three are gathered together unto my name”, that is the name of the Lord, “there am I in the midst of them”. It is “unto my name”. 

You cannot go anywhere you choose. I cannot offer options, I would be unfaithful to Christ to say you can go wherever you want; it is “unto my name”. Not only the renown of that name, but all that name embraces. That is the One we have referred to already. He would rather suffer than sacrifice the rights of God. He died for the rights of God; that is what Christ did. He would not allow any compromise to what God required. He would rather go out in the place of ridicule. That was His committal to His God. That was the extent of it, “even unto death, and that the death of the cross”, Philippians 2: 8. That must be embraced in the name, the name of the Lord Jesus. Does that not ring in your heart? When I hear brothers speaking about it I feel warm inside. It is in the power of the Holy Spirit to say “Lord Jesus”. 

It comes from the heart and it affects the company when somebody says that. I would encourage younger people, to say it more. So it says, “where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them”. How confirming, that where His name is set, based on right principles, His presence is known. Wherever the Lord is that is where we should be. Now that helps you to get past place or group. You say, well there is a bigger company there and only a few here. It says two or three. This is not written during the time of breakdown, it is where there are two or three, such persons, that is assembly persons. 

Wherever the Lord is that is where you and I should be, because we are gathered to the name of the Lord and that is where we find our place, that is where His name is. 

Now finally I just want to touch on Revelation 3, because while we had it in the earlier meeting, I was thinking of God placing His name and the place where He sets His name. It is not as we have had in other chapters related to Israel, but it is on individuals, overcomers. I think that is very blessed. The Lord says, “I will write upon him the name of my God”. Think of the feelings of the Lord Jesus that He could write upon persons as the place of the name. 

The Lord would not attach that name to anything other than holy places, “the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem”. Two great objects to the love of Christ are His God, and the new Jerusalem, the assembly. I think that is why they are put together. He says, “I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name”. What a confirmation to the overcomer. 

In Revelation 22 the name is written on the forehead of His servants—that might be for testimony. Here it is the overcomer who has the name of God written on him; it is not just on the forehead, it is on the person. God confirms their committal. It is characteristic overcoming, and it is said to the overcomer in Philadelphia, Why in Philadelphia? Maybe everyone there was an overcomer. It says, “he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God”. What a final sign of approval of God. Can you think of anything finer, that after all the suffering through faithfulness to Christ, the name of His God is written on the person? I think that is beautiful, I cannot think of anything greater because it is not taken off the overcomer. 

As we saw in Ezekiel God had to come back again. What they had done in their unfaithfulness caused the glory to depart, but then it came back as we saw in the prophet. 

Here it is on the individual. I think that is a blessed promise. Beloved brethren, there is a lot being gone through at the present time, a lot on the spirits of the brethren, but let us go on in faithfulness in recognition of the name of God, that it might truly be the delight of Christ to write upon us “the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name”. How wonderful to end with so great a blessing attached to the name. 

Address at Ormond Beach/Bunnell
18 December 2004 

 


Scripture references

2 Chronicles 3:1-2 (JND) [1] And Solomon began to build the house of Jehovah at Jerusalem on mount Moriah, where he appeared to David his father, in the place that David had prepared in the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite. [2] And he began to build on the second of the second month, in the fourth year of his reign.

Ezekiel 43:1-12 (JND) [1] And he brought me unto the gate, the gate which looked toward the east. [2] And behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east; and his voice was like the voice of many waters; and the earth was lit up with his glory. [3] And the appearance of the vision that I saw was according to the vision that I had seen when I came to destroy the city; and the visions were like the vision that I saw by the river Chebar: and I fell upon my face. [4] And the glory of Jehovah came into the house by the way of the gate whose front was toward the east. [5] And the Spirit lifted me up, and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory of Jehovah filled the house. [6] And I heard one speaking unto me out of the house; and a man was standing by me. [7] And he said unto me, Son of man, [this is] the place of my throne, and the place of the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel for ever; and the house of Israel shall no more defile my holy name, they nor their kings, with their fornication, and with the carcases of their kings [in] their high places, [8] in that they set their threshold by my threshold, and their post by my post, and [there was only] a wall between me and them, and they defiled my holy name with their abominations which they committed; and I consumed them in mine anger. [9] Now let them put away their fornication, and the carcases of their kings, far from me, and I will dwell in the midst of them for ever. [10] Thou, son of man, shew the house to the house of Israel, that they may be confounded at their iniquities; and let them measure the pattern. [11] And if they be confounded at all that they have done, make known to them the form of the house, and its fashion, and its goings out, and its comings in, and all its forms, and all its statutes, yea, all the forms thereof, and all the laws thereof; and write it in their sight, that they may keep the whole form thereof, and all the statutes thereof, and do them. [12] This is the law of the house: Upon the top of the mountain all its border round about is most holy. Behold, this is the law of the house.

Deuteronomy 12:2-5 (JND) [2] Ye shall utterly destroy all the places wherein the nations which ye shall dispossess have served their gods, upon the high mountains, and upon the hills, and under every green tree; [3] and ye shall break down their altars, and shatter their statues, and burn their Asherahs with fire; and ye shall hew down the graven images of their gods, and ye shall destroy the names of them out of that place. [4] Ye shall not do so unto Jehovah your God; [5] but unto the place which Jehovah your God will choose out of all your tribes to set his name there, his habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come;

Deuteronomy 16:2-6 (JND) [2] And thou shalt sacrifice the passover to Jehovah thy God, of the flock and of the herd, in the place which Jehovah will choose to cause his name to dwell there. [3] Thou shalt eat no leavened bread along with it; seven days shalt thou eat unleavened bread with it, bread of affliction; for thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt in haste, that thou mayest remember the day when thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt, all the days of thy life. [4] And there shall be no leaven seen with thee in all thy borders seven days; neither shall any of the flesh, which thou sacrificedst at even on the first day, be left over night until the morning. [5] Thou mayest not sacrifice the passover in one of thy gates, which Jehovah thy God giveth thee; [6] but at the place that Jehovah thy God will choose, to cause his name to dwell in, there thou shalt sacrifice the passover at even, at the going down of the sun, at the time that thou camest forth out of Egypt.

Matthew 18:19-20 (JND) [19] Again I say to you, that if two of you shall agree on the earth concerning any matter, whatsoever it may be that they shall ask, it shall come to them from my Father who is in [the] heavens. [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

Revelation 3:12 (JND) [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name.

2 Samuel 24:10 (JND) [10] And David's heart smote him after he had numbered the people. And David said to Jehovah, I have sinned greatly in what I have done; and now, I beseech thee, Jehovah, put away the iniquity of thy servant; for I have done very foolishly.

Ezekiel 40 (JND) [1] In the twenty-fifth year of our captivity, in the beginning of the year, on the tenth of the month, in the fourteenth year after that the city was smitten, on that same day the hand of Jehovah was upon me, and he brought me thither. [2] In the visions of God brought he me into the land of Israel, and set me upon a very high mountain; and upon it was as the building of a city, on the south. [3] And he brought me thither, and behold, there was a man whose appearance was like the appearance of brass, with a flax-cord in his hand, and a measuring-reed; and he stood in the gate. …

Ezekiel 43 (JND) [1] And he brought me unto the gate, the gate which looked toward the east. [2] And behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east; and his voice was like the voice of many waters; and the earth was lit up with his glory. [3] And the appearance of the vision that I saw was according to the vision that I had seen when I came to destroy the city; and the visions were like the vision that I saw by the river Chebar: and I fell upon my face. …

Ezekiel 43 (JND) [1] And he brought me unto the gate, the gate which looked toward the east. [2] And behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east; and his voice was like the voice of many waters; and the earth was lit up with his glory. [3] And the appearance of the vision that I saw was according to the vision that I had seen when I came to destroy the city; and the visions were like the vision that I saw by the river Chebar: and I fell upon my face. …

James 2:7 (JND) [7] And [do not] *they* blaspheme the excellent name which has been called upon you?

Revelation 13 (JND) [1] And I stood upon the sand of the sea; and I saw a beast rising out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and upon its horns ten diadems, and upon its heads names of blasphemy. [2] And the beast which I saw was like to a leopardess, and its feet as of a bear, and its mouth as a lion's mouth; and the dragon gave to it his power, and his throne, and great authority; [3] and one of his heads [was] as slain to death, and his wound of death had been healed: and the whole earth wondered after the beast. …

Luke 22:21 (JND) [21] Moreover, behold, the hand of him that delivers me up [is] with me on the table;

Deuteronomy 12 (JND) [1] These are the statutes and ordinances, which ye shall take heed to do in the land, which Jehovah the God of thy fathers is giving thee to possess it, all the days that ye live upon the earth. [2] Ye shall utterly destroy all the places wherein the nations which ye shall dispossess have served their gods, upon the high mountains, and upon the hills, and under every green tree; [3] and ye shall break down their altars, and shatter their statues, and burn their Asherahs with fire; and ye shall hew down the graven images of their gods, and ye shall destroy the names of them out of that place. …

Deuteronomy 16 (JND) [1] Keep the month of Abib, and celebrate the passover to Jehovah thy God; for in the month of Abib Jehovah thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night. [2] And thou shalt sacrifice the passover to Jehovah thy God, of the flock and of the herd, in the place which Jehovah will choose to cause his name to dwell there. [3] Thou shalt eat no leavened bread along with it; seven days shalt thou eat unleavened bread with it, bread of affliction; for thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt in haste, that thou mayest remember the day when thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt, all the days of thy life. …

1 Corinthians 5:7 (JND) [7] Purge out the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, according as ye are unleavened. For also our passover, Christ, has been sacrificed;

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

Revelation 22 (JND) [1] And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations. [3] And no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him, …



THE MAN CHRIST JESUS

A. P. Devenish 

Exodus 2: 16–20; Genesis 40: 9–14, 23; 41: 8–14; 1 Samuel 16: 6–12 

It is in mind, dear friends, to speak of the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all. The writer of the Hebrews speaks about being negligent of so great a 

salvation and there was negligence in these scriptures that I have referred to. Moses had done so much for these seven daughters, how much they owed to Moses that day, when he helped them; he rose and helped them, and watered their flock. Moses is a type of Christ, the man Christ Jesus. Think how much He has done for us. I suppose all must realise how much the Lord Jesus has done for us; He suffered on our account, bore our sins, those of us who have faith, in His own body on the tree. He suffered under the wrath of God, in order that salvation should be ours, but have we left the Man behind? Have we enjoyed what He has done, have we come into the gain of what He has done? Yet, practically, have we left the Man behind? 

That is what Reuel says, “where is he?” I would say, Where is Christ in your life? Where is He in my life? Where is He? Is He supreme in your heart? Has He the chief place there? So Reuel says, “Call him”. He says, “where is he? why then have ye left the man behind?” Many Christians, and perhaps we are among them, receive and accept the benefits of the glad tidings, all that has been effected for us by Christ, and yet we have left the Man behind, the Man Christ Jesus. He is worthy of our love, beloved friends. We not only need to put our faith and trust in His precious work, but to receive Him into our hearts, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all. 

I referred to Joseph, again it was a matter of negligence with the cup-bearer. It says about him that he forgot him. The appeal of Joseph was, “Only bear a remembrance with thee of me”. 

He had interpreted to him his dream, brought before him a lovely type of the life of Jesus. He had been restored to his office as the chief cup-bearer and Joseph says, “Only bear a remembrance with thee of me when it goes well with thee, and deal kindly, I pray thee, with me, and make mention of me to Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house”. But then, it says in the last verse, “the chief of the cup-bearers did not remember Joseph, and forgot him”. 

He was restored to his office, reinstated we might say, but the one who interpreted to him his dream, he forgot. But then, he as convicted when Pharaoh’s dreams could not be explained, he remembered the one who had interpreted to him his dream. It says, “Pharaoh sent and called Joseph”. I want to make a practical application of this; it may be that we shut the Lord Jesus out of our lives, and the wisdom that comes from Him. Paul says in the Corinthian epistle, He has been made unto us wisdom. I would especially speak to the younger brethren, not to shut Him out of your life, not to make your own plans, your own arrangements, do you own will, and practically shut out what is available in Christ for your blessing. Open the door of your heart to receive Him. It says, “Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph”. Christ is just there available. He is not at any great distance from you, just send and call Him and He will come, and all the wisdom that He has will be available to you. Joseph is but a type of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Man Christ Jesus. 

I think so many of us, and I speak for myself, try and arrange our lives according to our desires and plans, and practically exclude the Lord Jesus. He is just there available to be called upon. He has been made unto us wisdom, meaning He is available in order that we should have His wisdom in the working out of our lives, giving Him the place that is due to Him. As long as Joseph was in prison, Pharaoh’s dreams could not be interpreted, there was no one great enough, but Joseph was great enough, and the man Christ Jesus is great enough. 

He has been made unto us wisdom. How wonderful it is, that He has become so available to you and to me. The scripture says, “unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given”, Isaiah 9: 6. It also says, “a Saviour has been born to you”, Luke 2: 11. It is wonderful how the Lord Jesus has drawn near! Just call Him and He will come, and all the wisdom you need in your life will be available to you. You will not make all these mistakes that some of us have made. 

So, only call, send for Him. How simple, and perhaps how different, our lives would have been if we had given Him the place that was due to Him. Do not leave Him in prison in that sense, that is, do not shut Him out of your heart, do not shut Him out of your life, just call and send for Him. He will be delighted to come and fill your heart with His love, and give to you wisdom; so that as not having your own will, your own arrangements, your own plans, but just submitting to Christ, you will find things so much better. You can trust the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all. 

I referred to Samuel, again it is negligence. Samuel had called Jesse and his sons for a meeting in order to choose Jehovah’s anointed and the only one who was to be anointed, the man after God’s own heart was not there. Fancy making such an arrangement, and perhaps we do likewise, and the man after God’s own heart is neglected; he is out feeding the sheep here. Eliab came before Samuel and what does God say? “I have rejected him; for it is not as man seeth”. Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel but God had not chosen them. 

Man’s judgment is coloured by distinctive men in the world, maybe in the sports world, maybe in the business world; men rise up in their personal glory, as persons who have succeeded, but the only man that God could anoint was not in this gathering. He has to be brought in. Samuel says to Jesse, “Are these all the young men? And he said, there is yet the youngest remaining”. Surely it would have been right for him to be there! But no one could see the attractiveness of David, no eye could have God’s estimate of this man, who is a type of the man Christ Jesus. It says, “And he was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance”. 

David represents the Lord Jesus in all His attractiveness. Oh that today your heart would be attracted to Christ, that you may be among those, as in this further gathering, to whom Jehovah said, “Arise, anoint him; for this is he”. Have you ever done that, dear friend, have you ever distinguished Christ? We spoke the other day of the woman in Mark 14 who anointed His head, and the Lord says, ‘What she could she has done” (Mark 14: 8). She was criticised, and we may be criticised, we may be under reproach because the man Christ Jesus has become supreme in our hearts. Let us do what we can, every one of us can do something, every one of us can commit ourselves to the man Christ Jesus. He is so attractive. David represents the Lord Jesus, he is so attractive, the man after God’s own heart, the beloved of Jehovah. Is He beloved to you? Is He your choice? He is God’s choice. Would that He might become your choice, He is well worthy of our love. 

I just allude to the woman in Luke 7. What I see in that chapter is Simon’s neglect. The Lord says to Simon, “Seest thou this woman? I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet ... Thou gavest me not a kiss ...My head with oil thou didst not anoint”. See the neglect of Simon! The Lord Jesus was in his house, there salvation was available to him, he did not reach out his hand to take it. He was so close to him, “The word is nigh thee, in thy mouth” (Romans 10: 8), the Lord was near to him but he neglected the Lord Jesus. But what does it say about the woman? “But she has washed my feet with tears”. Have you washed the Lord’s feet with tears? Have you felt your guilt, the guilt of your sins? Have you sorrowed in relation to your sins? Have you wept about your sins? It says, “she has washed my feet with tears”. What those feet meant to that woman. He brought the tidings of God’s grace to her and He took her sins to Calvary. 

I remember a beloved brother preaching on this, ‘Many sons and many sins’. He has brought many sons to glory, but here it is many sins. He carried her sins to Calvary, He bore her sins in His own body on the tree. How she valued those feet! How beautiful His feet were. “Thou gavest me not a kiss”, think of that. Have you never given the Lord a kiss? He longs for your love. How this must have affected the Lord Jesus when she gave Him a kiss, “but she from the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet”. But as to Simon, He says, “Thou gavest me not a kiss”. Think of being there, in the presence of the Lord of glory, the man Christ Jesus, and not giving Him a kiss. Has this been characteristic of your life, that you have not given Him a kiss? He longs for your love, He wants you for Himself. I would appeal to everyone here today to think about this, the Lord is longing to be loved, to have a kiss. Would you deprive Him of what would so please His heart? “My head with oil thou didst not anoint”, here we have it again, the anointing, “but she has anointed my feet with myrrh”. How wonderful to thus distinguish the Lord Jesus. 

So He says, “Her many sins are forgiven”. Have you known that in your soul? Have you known that consciously in your heart that your sins are forgiven? It is wonderful to receive the word, “Thy sins are forgiven”, but to be conscious that your sins are forgiven involves the presence in your heart of the Holy Spirit. How much needed is the gift of the Holy Spirit, available to those that ask. We cannot function, as pleasing to God, apart from the Holy Spirit, apart from the anointing. Indeed, no one can say Lord Jesus except in the power of the Holy Spirit. Here it is that she anoints His feet but I would just take this opportunity of speaking to you about receiving the Holy Spirit. He will bring into your consciousness that your sins are gone for ever, never to be raised against you again, and He will give you an appreciation of the man Christ Jesus. You will be like this woman and like those that surrounded David, you will anoint Him and say, This is He. May the Lord bless His word. 

Preaching at Dundee
10 April 2005 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 2:16-20 (JND) [16] And the priest of Midian had seven daughters; and they came and drew [water], and filled the troughs, to water their father's flock. [17] And the shepherds came and drove them away; but Moses rose and helped them, and watered their flock. [18] And when they came to Reuel their father, he said, Why are ye come so soon to-day? [19] And they said, An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds, and also drew [water] abundantly for us, and watered the flock. [20] And he said to his daughters, And where is he? why then have ye left the man behind? Call him, that he may eat bread.

Genesis 40:9-23 (JND) [9] Then the chief of the cup-bearers told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, In my dream, behold, a vine was before me; [10] and in the vine were three branches; and it was as though it budded: its blossoms shot forth, its clusters ripened into grapes. [11] And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand; and I took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. [12] And Joseph said to him, This is the interpretation of it: the three branches are three days. [13] In yet three days will Pharaoh lift up thy head and restore thee to thy place, and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand, after the former manner when thou wast his cup-bearer. [14] Only bear a remembrance with thee of me when it goes well with thee, and deal kindly, I pray thee, with me, and make mention of me to Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house; [15] for indeed I was stolen out of the land of the Hebrews, and here also have I done nothing that they should put me into the dungeon. [16] And when the chief of the bakers saw that the interpretation was good, he said to Joseph, I also was in my dream, and behold, three baskets of white bread were on my head. [17] And in the uppermost basket there were all manner of victuals for Pharaoh that the baker makes, and the birds ate them out of the basket upon my head. [18] And Joseph answered and said, This is the interpretation of it: the three baskets are three days. [19] In yet three days will Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee, and hang thee on a tree; and the birds will eat thy flesh from off thee. [20] And it came to pass the third day Pharaoh's birthday that he made a feast to all his bondmen. And he lifted up the head of the chief of the cup-bearers, and the head of the chief of the bakers among his bondmen. …

Genesis 41:8-14 (JND) [8] And it came to pass in the morning, that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for all the scribes of Egypt, and all the sages who were therein, and Pharaoh told them his dream; but [there was] none to interpret them to Pharaoh. [9] Then spoke the chief of the cup-bearers to Pharaoh, saying, I remember mine offences this day. [10] Pharaoh was wroth with his bondmen, and put me in custody into the captain of the life-guard's house, me and the chief of the bakers. [11] And we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we dreamed each according to the interpretation of his dream. [12] And there was there with us a Hebrew youth, a bondman of the captain of the life-guard, to whom we told [them], and he interpreted to us our dreams; to each he interpreted according to his dream. [13] And it came to pass, just as he interpreted to us, so it came about: me has he restored to my office, and him he hanged. [14] Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph; and they brought him hastily out of the dungeon. And he shaved [himself], and changed his clothes, and came in to Pharaoh.

1 Samuel 16:6-12 (JND) [6] And it came to pass when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely Jehovah's anointed is before him. [7] But Jehovah said to Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have rejected him; for it is not as man seeth; for man looketh upon the outward appearance, but Jehovah looketh upon the heart. [8] Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, Neither has Jehovah chosen this one. [9] Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, Neither has Jehovah chosen this one. [10] And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, Jehovah has not chosen these. [11] And Samuel said to Jesse, Are these all the young men? And he said, There is yet the youngest remaining, and behold, he is feeding the sheep. And Samuel said to Jesse, Send and fetch him; for we will not sit at table till he come hither. [12] And he sent and brought him in. And he was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance. And Jehovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he.

Isaiah 9:6 (JND) [6] For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name is called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace.

Luke 2:11 (JND) [11] for to-day a Saviour has been born to you in David's city, who is Christ [the] Lord.

Mark 14 (JND) [1] Now the passover and the [feast of] unleavened bread was after two days. And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they might seize him by subtlety and kill him. [2] For they said, Not in the feast, lest perhaps there be a tumult of the people. [3] And when he was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he lay at table, there came a woman having an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head. …

Mark 14:8 (JND) [8] What *she* could she has done. She has beforehand anointed my body for the burial.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Romans 10:8 (JND) [8] But what says it? The word is near thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach:



EXTRACTS

Ques. What does it mean, to judge Israel? 

JT To deal with everything that arises, according to God. It does not mean punitive judgment. When the Lord was brought before the high priest, one of the officers which stood by struck Him, because they thought He was railing on the high priest. But He said, “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil—but if well, why smitest thou me?” He was not defending Himself. He was asserting judgment where judgment should have been, but where it was not. The high priest represented the position of a judge, but he was wanting in judgment; judgment was not there. And so Micah says, “They shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek”, Micah 5: 1. The Judge of Israel was at the bar externally; He was annunciating judgment. And that is the principle we get in Judges and in Samuel. Samuel refers to the raising up of Moses and Aaron, and Jerubbaal, and Bedan and Jephthah and himself (1 Samuel 12: 6, 11, 2), to meet the situation. It is one of the greatest principles, really, in the maintenance of the testimony, that there should be the elements of judgment, because things are constantly arising requiring judgment. So the Lord asserts it in the presence of the high priest—“If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me?”, John 18: 23. He was the Judge of Israel. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 25, p.57) 

I think it is very touching to see that He addressed them in such an endearing way, and that He had such consideration for their need. I believe that if we are to help one another, there must be a ministry of Christ. If there is failure, and you minister Christ to a brother you give him a certain moral power to judge himself. The probing did not take place until they had dined. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 6, p.489) 
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Scripture references

Micah 5:1 (JND) [1] Now gather thyself in troops, O daughter of troops; he hath laid siege against us: they shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek.

1 Samuel 12:6-11 (JND) [6] And Samuel said to the people, [It is] Jehovah who appointed Moses and Aaron, and who brought your fathers up out of the land of Egypt. [7] And now stand still, that I may plead with you before Jehovah of all the righteous acts of Jehovah which he did to you and to your fathers. [8] When Jacob had come into Egypt, and your fathers cried to Jehovah, then Jehovah sent Moses and Aaron, and they brought your fathers forth out of Egypt, and made them dwell in this place. [9] And they forgot Jehovah their God, and he sold them into the hand of Sisera, captain of the host of Hazor, and into the hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of the king of Moab, and they fought against them. [10] And they cried to Jehovah and said, We have sinned, because we have forsaken Jehovah, and have served the Baals and the Ashtoreths; and now deliver us out of the hand of our enemies, and we will serve thee. [11] And Jehovah sent Jerubbaal and Bedan and Jephthah and Samuel, and delivered you out of the hand of your enemies round about, so that ye dwelt in safety.

John 18:23 (JND) [23] Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why smitest thou me?
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