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THE TRANSLATION OF THE SAINTS

Hebrews 11: 5, 6; 1 Thessalonians 4: 1–18; Revelation 3: 7–13 

JW  I have been thinking, beloved brethren, of what is immediately before us in the translation of the saints, and more particularly as to what is to be translated. We know that when the Lord comes every believer will be taken to be with Him, and the Old Testament saints too will be raised and taken. I was thinking more particularly of the bearing of this on the assembly; the assembly will be complete and will be translated. I think the rapture, as we speak of it, bears on our privilege, but I was thinking also that the Lord translates what is pleasing to Him, and what is pleasing to God. The imminence of the Lord’s coming, beloved brethren, should raise exercise with us that we should be ready for translation. I know the Scriptures speak much more of the appearing of Christ than of the rapture, and we should be looking forward to that as knowing Christ and loving Him, being among those who love His appearing when He will come into His rights. He will come with the saints in His appearing, but before that He comes for the saints. 

With that in mind I thought we could look at these scriptures. The thought of translation is first brought out with Enoch, who is really typical of the saints of the assembly. It says of Enoch that he was translated by faith, a man of faith who walked with God. He was translated that he should not see death; that is a remarkable thing, that there are going to be those who do not see it. There will be the living who remain when the Lord comes; it is very likely that we shall be among them and that is the hope we should have, beloved brethren, that the Lord will come. It could be today. I know we have often said this, but perhaps we need rekindling in the hope of it, and it should be a living hope; not just to take us out of this scene because of all the troubles that are in it, but to be with Himself; He, Himself is the living hope of the believer. 

So, Enoch, before his translation, had the testimony that he had pleased God. That would surely be our exercise that we would have the testimony that we please God. And it says, “without faith it is impossible to please him”. The way to please Him is that faith might be operative with us, for without faith it is impossible to please Him. It says, “he that draws near to God must believe that he is”. If we are to walk with God we must know what it is to draw near to Him; He draws near to us, and it is possible to draw near to God and be with God in our walk, and prove that “he is a rewarder of them who seek him out”. 

1 Thessalonians 4 I think is the only section in Scripture that gives the detail of the rapture. Other scriptures bring it in by way of inference, but this scripture directly deals with the rapture of the saints. I had the chapter read because it brings out certain features that are pleasing to God. First of all the apostle exhorts the saints, he says, “exhort you in the Lord Jesus, even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God”. He had instructed these believers who were only young in the faith, how they should “walk and please God, even as ye also do walk, that ye would abound still more”. Paul particularly stresses the matter of sanctification, which would bring us into a holy condition. I think if we are to walk with God and be suitable to God, who is holy, holiness would be required. So sanctification on our part would lead to that. 

Paul refers directly to the translation of the saints and the Lord Himself coming. I think we might get help as to that, beloved brethren. There will be a change as we know from other scriptures; Thessalonians does not speak of the change, but there must be a change because when we see Him we shall be like Him. The Spirit would have part in this service. He will quicken the bodies of the saints who are alive, and God will bring with Him those who are fallen asleep through Jesus. Death has been brought upon us in recent times and saints have been taken, asleep through Jesus. It is a wonderful touch, that He has put them to sleep, but God will bring them with Him and the dead in Christ shall rise; the Lord has His own part in raising them, the Lord will do that Himself. He will come Himself; He is not sending an angel, He is coming Himself and we shall meet Him in the air and we shall be with Him. 

The scripture in Revelation speaks of Philadelphia which is a phase of church history which goes through to the end. It has been said that it is a condition, not a position, and it is an exercise with us that the conditions seen in Philadelphia should be with us. I think it is that that the Lord translates, that which the Lord finds pleasing to Himself, because as seen in Philadelphia. He speaks to the saints who are in that condition, but He also has in mind the whole church, the complete church, in speaking to Philadelphia. 

JS  Do you think it is good to keep before us the pleasure the Lord will have in translating what is pleasing to Himself? It says in John 14, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself’ (John 14: 3); it would convey how much it will mean to Him to have the assembly actually with Himself. 

JW  I think that is helpful because we may think of the rapture and what it means to us, and it does mean something to us, but then it means much more for the Lord Himself, to have the saints with Himself. The Lord is patient. He has been patient now for two thousand years or more to have the assembly with Himself, but He says to Philadelphia, “I come quickly—hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”. There is no delay on His part, and He says to Philadelphia, “thou hast kept the word of my patience”. He has been patient. Things are in the Father’s hands but the Lord is looking forward to this, beloved brethren, and I trust we are too, and we may stimulate one another on this line. 

JS  We wait the translation; it would exercise us to seek to be here pleasing to God, pleasing to the Lord; features should be developed in us that have that character. 

JW  That is my exercise that in thinking of this and having it as the hope of our hearts we should be exercised to be pleasing to Him when He comes. John in his epistle says, “if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure” (1 John 3: 2, 3); it is intended to have a moral effect upon us that we should be pleasing to Him. 

MGW  How did the apostle know that Enoch had this testimony? It must have meant a great deal to him, and how can we get it? 

JW  I think the apostle would get things by the Spirit and from God. He had light from God as to Enoch and these Old Testament saints, and we receive these things in our relations with the Spirit. 

MGW  I think that is good. I was only looking back at Genesis 5 and finding that we have the briefest account of things in regard of Enoch, and yet it seems to be enough; but does it look as though his company meant so much to God, that God could (if I may use the word) by-pass the penalty that lay on man as to death and just take him one day? 

JW  Yes, I think that is right. God was so pleased with his company that He says, I am going to take you to be with Myself. He walked with God, he was pleased with God’s company, and God was pleased with the company of Enoch. He just took him. 

GBG  So, relationships with divine Persons underlie all this, do you think? Nothing great in the eyes of men, or complicated, is pleasing to the eye of God. When you speak of what Enoch was in communion with God that is open to every one of us. 

JW  I am sure that is the secret, it is vital; so that is why I had the following verse read, “But without faith it is impossible to please him. For he that draws near to God must believe that he is”. It is drawing near to God and being with God, and being with divine Persons. The greatest thing we can have is the knowledge of God and have communion with God. 

JSp  Jude refers to him as being the seventh from Adam, there is a certain triumph in that, despite the incoming of sin, that God is relying on something that is pleasing to Himself. 

JW  Yes, that is good. It shows the completion of an exercise, the seventh from Adam, there was something completed in Enoch. As the close of this dispensation is before us there should be a certain completion and God would have that in mind. 

JTB(Gr)  As the seventh from Adam he prophesied about the Lord coming amidst His holy myriads; so there is a sense not only of the coming of Christ, but also the greatness of those who were ready to receive Him. 

JW  Yes, coming with His holy myriads to execute judgment; that would be the Lord’s appearing but Enoch had light as to that and he prophesied as to His coming with the holy myriads; those that are ready for translation and those that are pleasing to Him would be such persons, holy persons. 

JS  Do you think this would be encouraging for our young people to have someone like Enoch referred to in this way? When he was translated he would only have lived about a third of the lifespan of those who were living at that time, and I wondered if young people would be encouraged to think that there will be young people living at the time the Lord comes and takes us to Himself. 

JW  That is right. It is not only a question of age of young persons who will be taken when the Lord comes. The Thessalonians were a young assembly; they might not all have been young persons, but they were young in the faith; they were young believers. There was a freshness about them, and the exercise is that freshness with us should be maintained. God speaks of what is fresh, “I remember for thee the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness”, Jeremiah 2: 2. I think the hope and prospect of seeing the Lord and the immediacy of it would keep us in freshness. 

JS  It is good to have that before us, not to fade as we get older. 

JW  As time goes on it is easy for the prospect of the Lord’s coming seeming to fade with us; I find that out myself. I think the Spirit would be urgent that we should be prepared for translation, and the hope of the Lord’s coming should be kept before us. It was very prominent in the early days of the recovery and it should be prominent now with us. 

DTP  There was Enoch, for almost three hundred years he never lost that freshness in his link. That was very precious to God, because the scene was evil in which he was, so these things are an example to us. 

JW  Yes, that is right. He walked with God three hundred years, it was a comparatively short life in those days but he was maintained in it. 

RT  Is the brightness of the hope of His coming one of the rewards of those that diligently seek Him out? 

JW  I am sure that would be right. If we diligently seek God out, I am sure all that is in the heart of God and the mind of God would be a hope and blessed reality to us. 

GCMcK  Faith seems to bring that in, “faith is the substantiating of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen”, Hebrews 11: 1. So faith immediately brings before us what lies in the way of hope before us. 

JW  Yes, it does. It is the link we have with God, it is light from God that we receive, based on faith, and it governs us. I think Enoch must have had light from God as to his translation, and as we diligently seek God out we get light from God as to the coming of Christ; it is in the Scriptures for us but we really get something from God Himself as to it. 

MGW  Could we have some more on that, as to seeking Him out? God is always there to hear us, but we must have faith; we must believe that He is and diligently seek Him out. Perhaps we have not thought too much about that, could you help us? 

JW  Well, I think it would result from a desire for God, as loving God; the gospel as received is intended to produce love in us for God as we embrace God’s love towards us. To diligently seek Him out, to have Him before us, we really must have a knowledge of God, we must get to know God. Of course He has come out in Christ, and He is known in that way objectively by us, but I think to diligently seek Him out is a bit more than that, it would mean that we are on intimate relations with God. 

MGW  Would it in some way have to do with our secret and private communing with God? I sometimes pray and get up off my knees and feel that I have gone through a lot of things, and spoken of a lot of things, and yet never got the feeling that I got through. Other times you get the real sense that you have reached through to God, known something of His presence. Do you see what I mean by that? 

JW  Yes, we have really to pray to our Father in secret; shut the door and the way to the holiest is open to us. 

RT  Death lies upon everything here, does it not? But this reward would open up something beyond death for us, and the enjoyment of it in measure is to be in our hearts now. 

JW  Yes, I am sure of that. The fact is that Enoch did not actually see death. He was really taken to that which was beyond it. In our relations with God, and in our relations with divine Persons, we are really entering into something that death cannot touch. You can experience it whilst going through a scene of death. When we are translated we shall actually go into a scene that is beyond death; we can really touch that in spirit now, anticipatively, but we are actually going to be there. 

GAB  That he was not found suggests that he was known by his contemporaries. He had a testimony that he pleased God, and the fact that he was not there any more was something that they took account of and evidently looked for him. 

JW  Yes, and what effect that had on them we do not know, but he was not found. There he was one day among men, the next day he was not found; that is what will happen when the saints are translated, they will not be found. Shall we be missed by the world? If we are really true to our baptism we will not be missed by them. There will be consternation of course, and the devil will produce some lie, but we will not be missed by the world. 

RG  It says, “for before his translation he has the testimony that he had pleased God”. Is that not a very present thing, before his translation he has the testimony, as if it was known? I wondered if it is necessary that we should challenge ourselves, as to whether it is known that there has been anything in our souls that has given pleasure to God? 

JW  Yes, that is right. He has the testimony, it must have been seen in his walk and ways, men would take account of that, but primarily God would take account of it. He has the testimony that he had pleased God, he would have the consciousness of that himself, that he was pleasing God. 

Perhaps we could go on to Thessalonians where this truth is brought out and the walk of the saints is mentioned. Paul says that we should walk and please God. We have an advantage that Enoch did not have; we have the Holy Spirit, and I think if we are to walk and please God it must be by the Spirit. If we live by the Spirit let us also walk by the Spirit; we have that advantage if we make way for the Spirit and depend upon the Spirit; He gives us power to walk here and please God. Then the importance of sanctification—I do not want to go into all the details but to draw attention to the need for it in this world which is so corrupt. The world before the flood was full of violence and corruption and that is like the world today, hence we need to be in it as sanctified and keeping our vessels in sanctification and honour. We will not know anything of these things vitally in our souls unless we keep our vessels and know what sanctification is. The Spirit would help us as we really make way for that. 

JSp  “The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are children of God”, Romans 8: 16. Would that be a current matter to keep us in the joy of this relationship we have been brought into? It would keep us fresh and separate from the world and things that might intrude. 

JW  Yes, that we are children of God, we really belong to God and take character from God. The Spirit bears witness with our spirits and soon the children of God are going to be manifested, are they not? The whole creation is waiting for that. What you say as to our present realisation of these things is important, it is by the Spirit. 

CKR  In Matthew 25 there were five virgins that were described as “the ones that were ready” (Matthew 25: 10). Is there something of the same character in this chapter, the Thessalonians would be ready, waiting for the rapture to take place? 

JW  Yes, that is right. The ones who were ready were the ones who had the oil, those who had the Spirit and were making way for the Spirit. The cry went out, “Behold, the bridegroom”; the cry has gone out and it caused exercise, they went forth to meet Him. To be suitable to Him you must have the Spirit, you must have the oil. 

JS  In verse 8 it says, “but God, who has given also his Holy Spirit to you”. Do you think the reference to the Spirit as “his Holy Spirit” would mean that He would be working to bring about the state of sanctification? 

JW  Yes, it is “his Holy Spirit”. I feel the importance of this. I think Mr James Taylor said in his day that holiness was a scarce commodity, but clearly it is really essential for this; God is holy, so to be pleasing to God we must be in accord with Him. 

RT  In Romans, referring to the change of the living, it says “on account of his Spirit which dwells in you”, Romans 8: 11. It is not just a theory, it is dwelling in them. That would come out in the exhortations in Thessalonians. 

JW  I am sure of that; it shows the Spirit’s part at the rapture. That scripture in Romans 8 brings that out. His Spirit that dwells in you would show that the Spirit is there in a complacent way. It is even more than receiving the Spirit. The Spirit is dwelling there, He has a home there, He is at rest there. Another thing that is brought out here is brotherly love, our relations together bear on Philadelphia which means brotherly love. If we are right in our relations with God we would be right in our relations with one another. It is in view of being ready for translation, for when we go we shall go up together. 

GBG  Does the Supper bear on this? We have that on a weekly basis; and in wisdom there is preparation in view of the Lord’s supper. There has to be exercise as to our state, affection for one another, affection for the Lord, that is all preparation for the Lord’s supper, which should all be in line for preparation for the Lord coming for us, do you think? 

JW  I am sure that is right. In the Supper the Lord comes to us, He comes where there is a suited state, where the saints come and meet one another. We do not come to meet the Lord at the Supper, because He is absent, we meet one another, but the Lord comes. 

MGW  What do you think of that expression here, “taught of God to love one another”? 

JW  Well, it shows that we are in relation with God. I suppose God has various ways to teach us, He teaches us through His word. He teaches us by bringing forward examples, but then we are taught of God as we appreciate what God is Himself, the character and nature of God Himself, as beloved children of God, as it speaks of in Ephesians. It is what God is and how He is, His nature; as knowing God we are taught of God in that way. 

GCMcK  It is quite striking the references to God in the section, “walk and please God ... this is the will of God ... even as the nations who know not God”—it runs right through—God has called us, “taught of God”, and then “God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus”. It is interesting in the section which brings out so beautifully the Lord’s actions in taking the saints to be with Him. There is such a stress on what pleases God; God will have a part in this too, will He not? 

JW  Yes. He will, the fact that God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus, brings out the place that God will have Himself in it. The supremacy of God is seen in that. 

GCMcK  Yes, there is the trump of God, the triumph that belongs to God in the whole matter. 

JW  I think each divine Person is there and would be involved in the rapture. The Spirit will change the bodies of the saints, will quicken them, the Spirit is already with the saints when the Lord comes; then God brings with them those that have fallen asleep through Jesus. It is a beautiful touch—God will bring them, God is caring for them now and will bring them with Him. 

JSp  There is a great culmination of the divine economy then. 

JW  Yes, I thought that. It will be a great event, each divine Person having a wonderful part in it, and it shows the pleasure God has in the translation of the saints. 

JS  As to the allusion you made to being caught up together, do you think this thought of being together would work out now in relation to loving one another, it says, “to abound still more”? Do you think it has in mind the increase of what is for the divine pleasure? 

JW  We can never really be satisfied with what is reached whilst we are down here, there is to be more, to abound still more, but if we are thinking of what is for God’s pleasure we would desire increase on that line, to abound still more in it, that there might be more for God. 

RG  “Not that I have already obtained the prize, or am already perfected; but I pursue” (Philippians 3: 12), is that the idea? 

JW  Yes, Paul would always go on for more in divine things. Our knowledge of divine things is limited, and Mr Raven said the more you know the more there is to know. You can never speak of divine things as being the master of them, but in our experience and substance in our souls there has to be more, and growth would be involved in that, growing by the true knowledge of God. 

JS  What Paul received seems to be special, “For this we say to you in the word of the Lord, that we, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep”. This is something special to Paul, is it? 

JW  So it is a word from Paul for the saints. No doubt they were concerned about those who had fallen asleep, they might have thought that they would miss something, but Paul brings this out here to show that they would not miss anything. But I think he also brings it out that we might be exercised to be pleasing to the Lord; it was the word of the Lord that Paul got distinctly from the Lord and we only really have the detail of it in this section of scripture; “the Lord himself, with an assembling shout”, really bears on the assembly, although of course all the saints will be caught up, all the saints will respond to it but I think particularly it has its bearing on the saints of the assembly, “an assembling shout”. A brother referred to the breaking of bread, we learn now how to assemble, “we being assembled to break bread”, Acts 20: 7. It is a dignified thought, learning how to assemble, but the Lord will come with an assembling shout, what a great assembling that will be. 

RG  So, it is a complete entity, there is nothing broken down here. It is interesting that even those that do not have the Spirit at the moment, they will be given the Spirit at that very time of the assembling shout; in the process of the assembling the Spirit will be given to those who are going to be taken to be with the Lord. 

JW  I think that is right, and it shows that God can do much in a very short space of time. 

GBG  So that the Spirit and the bride say “Come”, we are saying that now, or should be, but that in its fulness will include every believer, the Spirit and the bride will say “Come”, is that right? 

JW  The thing is to be in concert with the Spirit in saying “Come”. Every believer may not be saying it now—we may not be saying it; we should all be saying “Come”. I suppose that is really for the Lord to come into His rights, the appearing; well are we saying “Come”; we cannot say “Come” to the Lord unless we are ready for Him, can we? But eventually every believer will be brought into it. 

JasW  Do you think that the exercise would be with us that we might be in faith and walking with Him now? Enoch did not wait until his translation before he sought His company. 

JW  That is the exercise, that we should be with God now, be with the Lord now. Our walk and ways would reflect that, would they not?—So that we are suitable to be taken, suitable for translation. 

DCB  Enoch walked with God and was translated, but equally Noah walked with God and was left for something to be worked out; so it has been pointed out that if we act as those who are waiting the coming of the Lord Jesus, it means that we will act in the right way to be left here if that is the Lord’s way for us. 

JW  Well we do not know how much longer we will be here, do we? The patience of God was set out in Noah. I suppose we would reflect that in the waiting time, to be with God in the waiting time. He was preserved from the judgment that came, but I was thinking that the exercise should be with us, to be ready. 

MC  I was just wondering if this would bear on the matter of going on to full growth, reaching the fulness of the measure of the stature of the Christ. Is not that what the Lord would be looking for as reflective of Himself, how we would be fully pleasing to Him? 

JW  I am sure of that. It must follow that if we are really walking with God and pleasing to God that we go on to full growth, and that would involve that there is greater conformity to Christ now. What is pleasurable in the saints to God is what speaks to Him of Christ, and full growth would be that Christ is coming into greater expression in us. 

JTB(Gr)  Is that what was seen in Philadelphia, those who were commensurate with the holy and true? 

JW  I am glad you brought us on to that. I was thinking, that in the assembly in Philadelphia there was what was in accord with Christ in the way He presents Himself to them, “the holy, the true”. It brings out the need for holiness and the need to be true. 

GCMcK  Keeping the word of the Lord’s patience would bear on the exercise you have brought before us. 

JW  I think the way the present testimony is being extended would bear on the word of the Lord’s patience. He is waiting for the assembly, and we should be marked by patience too. I noticed in one reading, Mr James Taylor connected it with the gospel, keeping the word of His patience, preaching in public places. I think the way the Lord is waiting for the assembly, the word of His patience is to produce this feature with us. 

GCMcK  It seems to be one of the features that would be pleasing to the Lord in view of the rapture. If times goes on and He extends the time of grace we are not irked by that, we understand what His feelings are and we just wait in patience and in love for Him. 

JW  Yes, that is right. “Thou hast kept the word of my patience”, and “hast not denied my name”. There was nothing outwardly great with Philadelphia—I noticed Mr Darby speaks of it being marked by outward weakness—but they kept the Lord’s word and they were marked by a little power, they were ready to act for Him; and because of the state and condition that was there the Lord says, “I also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth”. So the Lord is going to keep us out of it, it is a promise to saints who have these features, but He has in mind the whole assembly in saying that. 

GAB  Is it something like Isaac walking in the fields, he was patiently waiting the moment when Rebecca would be brought to him? 

JW  Yes, he is not presented there as a man of affairs. The Lord is engaged with the assembly, and as we have this hope before us that will be our chief interest, the assembly. It is the Lord’s chief interest. I was thinking of this “I also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world”. Conditions in the world today give us some idea of what that might be, but because the Spirit is still here there is still restraint; He who restrains is still here until He be gone. When the saints go the Spirit will go. He remains with the saints and He will go when the saints go, and His restraint will not be here any more. But I also noticed where Mr James Taylor said He is able to keep the saints now from what is morally evil that necessitates this hour of trial which comes upon the whole habitable world. He keeps the saints now, from the conditions which would necessitate that seen in those that dwell upon the earth. 

DAS  Do you think that is why He says, “I come quickly”? 

JW  Yes, it is an encouragement to them to hold fast, and it would be a stimulus to us to hold fast what we have. The hope of His coming would help us to hold fast what we have, that no one take our crown. The Lord Himself, I think, is the crown in Philadelphia, what the Lord was Himself to them and that is what the Lord is Himself to us. 

RG  Do you think that we should remember what we have been taught, that while we do not ever endure the awfulness of the trial that is going to come upon the habitable world, we may touch the fringes of it, and it may be that we are beginning to see something of that? Consequently the necessity for us to align ourselves with the saints at Philadelphia. 

JW  Yes, the exercise is to be that the conditions in this assembly are to be found in us, that we should be apart and not mixed up with earth-dwellers; it does not say persons who are going on with gross evil who are in the world, it may be that, but it speaks of those that dwell upon the earth. 

JS  What you said earlier, what you find in Philadelphia is a condition, it is not a position. It would be an exercise that this kind of condition should be found with us. 

JW  I think so, it has been said it will go on to the end, it will be there somewhere, but will it be with us? We are in great danger if we claim to be Philadelphia; the exercise is that what is found in this assembly, in Philadelphia, should be with us, and the Lord, in addressing it, is thinking of the whole assembly. 

JR  Where these conditions are found amongst us, in the verses down to 11, and the overcomer comes into it as the pillar in the temple, there is what is testimonial, but there is what is inside. I was thinking of the character of ministry that has come to us in these days, “the temple of my God ... the name of my God ... the city of my God ... from my God, and my new name”. 

JW  That is right, that is what the Lord will make an overcomer; even in Philadelphia there is need for the overcomer; there is always a need for the overcomer, so that there might be these conditions. Philadelphia speaks of brotherly love and Mr James Taylor said that we may have light as to the assembly but to have the real experience of it there must be right relations, brotherly relations among the saints. I think what the Lord makes the overcomer, what He writes upon the overcomer would be what the overcomer appreciates and values. The Lord appreciated the overcomer; think what it meant to the Lord to make a person “a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God”. 

JS  I was just thinking of how the Lord says, “I will write”. Do you think the Lord values such persons, persons on whom He can write impressions of this kind? So, it is very valuable to think of one another in the light of this, do you think? 

JW  These are persons the Lord could write this upon, it could be seen and manifest, “I will write upon him the name of my God”. Well, we need to be near the Lord to appreciate that, what His God is to Him, “the name of my God”. Of course He is the One who has made God known, it is “the name of my God”, it is what God is to Christ. He says that in John 20, “I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God” (John 20: 17). We really need to be with Christ to appreciate that. 

JS  He has so much to convey to us. He would convey it to persons who, as you said, really value these things. Do you think that makes us value having the light of the assembly, but then there is the material for the assembly, that is in persons, is it not? Do you think we need to value that too? 

JW  We have the light of the assembly and we should appreciate that and value it and seek to be governed by it, but I think more than the light of the assembly is needed in these days; it is a real experience of what the assembly is, and there must be conditions for that. We may have the light of the assembly, but if there are not the conditions we will not have the experience of it. 

JS  That is why we get this reference to brotherly love in Thessalonians and it is carried forward into this assembly. 

JW  That is essential if we are to have the experience of what the assembly is. The Lord is going to rapture the whole assembly and He speaks of those who are of the synagogue of Satan who “shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that I have loved thee”. The Lord is speaking to persons where these conditions are found, but He has in mind the whole assembly, that is what He has in His heart, and He is going to rapture that to Himself. 

Reading at Dundee
12 August 2006 
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Scripture references

Hebrews 11:5-6 (JND) [5] By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him; for before [his] translation he has the testimony that he had pleased God. [6] But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]. For he that draws near to God must believe that he is, and [that] he is a rewarder of them who seek him out.

1 Thessalonians 4:1-18 (JND) [1] For the rest, then, brethren, we beg you and exhort you in [the] Lord Jesus, even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God, even as ye also do walk, that ye would abound still more. [2] For ye know what charges we gave you through the Lord Jesus. [3] For this is [the] will of God, [even] your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication; [4] that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honour, [5] (not in passionate desire, even as the nations who know not God,) [6] not overstepping the rights of and wronging his brother in the matter, because the Lord [is] the avenger of all these things, even as we also told you before, and have fully testified. [7] For God has not called us to uncleanness, but in sanctification. [8] He therefore that [in this] disregards [his brother], disregards, not man, but God, who has given also his Holy Spirit to you. [9] Now concerning brotherly love ye have no need that we should write to you, for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another. [10] For also ye do this towards all the brethren in the whole of Macedonia; but we exhort you, brethren, to abound still more, [11] and to seek earnestly to be quiet and mind your own affairs, and work with your [own] hands, even as we charged you, [12] that ye may walk reputably towards those without, and may have need of no one. …

Revelation 3:7-13 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open: [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee. [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown. [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name. [13] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.

1 Thessalonians 4 (JND) [1] For the rest, then, brethren, we beg you and exhort you in [the] Lord Jesus, even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God, even as ye also do walk, that ye would abound still more. [2] For ye know what charges we gave you through the Lord Jesus. [3] For this is [the] will of God, [even] your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication; …

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 14:3 (JND) [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

1 John 3:2-3 (JND) [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure.

Genesis 5 (JND) [1] This is the book of Adam's generations. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him. [2] Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created. [3] And Adam lived a hundred and thirty years, and begot [a son] in his likeness, after his image, and called his name Seth. …

Jeremiah 2:2 (JND) [2] Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith Jehovah: I remember for thee the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land not sown.

Hebrews 11:1 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen.

Romans 8:16 (JND) [16] The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are children of God.

Matthew 25 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; …

Matthew 25:10 (JND) [10] But as they went away to buy, the bridegroom came, and the [ones that were] ready went in with him to the wedding feast, and the door was shut.

Romans 8:11 (JND) [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Philippians 3:12 (JND) [12] Not that I have already obtained [the prize], or am already perfected; but I pursue, if also I may get possession [of it], seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ [Jesus].

Acts 20:7 (JND) [7] And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread, Paul discoursed to them, about to depart on the morrow. And he prolonged the discourse till midnight.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.



THE SPIRIT FORMING US AFTER CHRIST

D. A. Brown 

Luke 3: 21–23; 4: 1; 1 Peter 1: 1, 2 

When the Holy Spirit came upon the Lord Jesus at the Jordan there was no formation needed because He was a perfect Man. When we have received the Holy Spirit (and I trust every one in this room knows what it is to have the power of the Holy Spirit in their lives), one of the functions of the Holy Spirit is that we might be formed after Christ. Naturally we are not formed after Christ, so it must be a spiritual experience, something wrought in our souls by the Spirit. He is gracious in His dealings with us, and His desire is that we might become more like Christ, like the Spirit of that Man. 

I read in Peter as to “by sanctification of the Spirit”. Naturally we are not sanctified people, but by the Holy Spirit we become sanctified people. It was brought to our attention last week in the local reading that up until Numbers 21, the children of Israel wandered about in the desert. They had various exercises and difficulties, like we have. Then they came to the springing well and after partaking of that there was movement and desire, and there was purpose with them. It is interesting to note that they made great strides after the springing well. I do not think that we will make great strides spiritually unless we make way for the Holy Spirit. I feel the edge of the matter of walking and moving and thinking in spiritual power, and on spiritual lines, and according to the power and sanctification of the Spirit. The sanctification of the Spirit is necessary so that we might be preserved from evil influences and all that goes on in the world. 

I would like to engage the hearts and affections of the brethren firstly with the Lord as we have read of Him in Luke’s gospel. It was mentioned on Lord’s day that this was the public appearing or manifestation of the Holy Spirit upon the Lord. I am not sure who saw this, but I know that John the baptist saw it, because it says “And John bore witness, saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him”, John 1: 32. Think of a man actually seeing the Holy Spirit descending as a dove upon the Lord Jesus! I have never really considered that before. But John the baptist had the privilege of seeing the Holy Spirit in this sensitive way as a dove coming down upon the Lord. What an impression that would leave upon him. What an impression it should leave upon us as we read of the matter of the Holy Spirit coming upon the Lord. 

Earlier in Luke it speaks of Elizabeth as being filled with the Holy Spirit (Luke 1: 41). It also speaks in Genesis 1 of the Spirit of God hovering over the face of the waters (Genesis 1: 2). The Spirit was in activity in these days. He was hovering, with a view to finding something with which He could identify Himself. Think of the Spirit’s affections and thoughts when this time came, when He came upon the Lord and could identify Himself with that blessed Man. Everything looked forward to that. There are various scriptures that speak of the sensitive work of the Spirit. For example it says, “By his Spirit the heavens are adorned”, Job 26: 13. The Spirit must have had some work to do with creation, because of that reference to Him adorning the heavens. Think of the blessedness and greatness of His service, but someone has said that this was the operation of all operations—the incoming of the Lord as “the holy thing”, Luke 1: 35. He is not spoken of as a holy babe at this point, but I was thinking of this matter of “the holy thing”. How the Lord is described—what He is and who He is! 

Then the Spirit identified Himself with the Lord at His baptism. He is perfect in every way. The Spirit did not come upon the Lord in any formative way; He came upon the Lord because there was heavenly delight in that blessed Man. It says in Matthew, “This is my beloved Son” (Matthew 3: 17); but in Luke it is, “Thou art” as though there is a focus from heaven on this blessed One. It says, “And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying”. Have you ever wondered why the Lord was baptised? 

Surely He was holy? Surely He was without sin and of heaven? So why was it necessary? I think it is that the Lord identifies Himself with His people in humility and lowliness so that He might come in on their behalf. His desire was to save His people from their sins—His own people, the Jews. They rejected Him, of course; but at this point, divine affections were centred round Jerusalem, round God’s people. It says, “the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him”. 

I think that Simeon can be thought of here. It says of Simeon that the Holy Spirit was upon him; that it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit; also that he came in the Spirit into the temple (see Luke 2: 25–32). Think of that pious man, he waited, he had patience, and he took that 

Babe in his arms, a Babe of about six weeks old, I believe, or not much older. Then Simeon says, “for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; a light for revelation of the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel”, Luke 2: 30–32. He really had the whole vista of what Christ was going to effect for God’s pleasure in his heart. Firstly, he had the Gentiles before him, and then “the glory of thy people Israel”. 

Can I just ask reverently, have we handled Christ? Have we known what it is spiritually to handle that blessed One? Simeon did and what an impression that would leave on that holy man! Have we had the privilege of holding Christ in our affections by the Holy Spirit? That is my impression, that as the Holy Spirit came upon that blessed One, and marked Him out, these words were heard—“Thou art my beloved Son, in thee have I found my delight”. Oh, dear brethren, have we found our delight in Christ? What a glorious Man, One who was handled there by Simeon! How precious that was. Simeon was leaving the scene, and what does he leave behind? An impression of what is entirely spiritual. The Spirit does not engage our hearts with the world, but with Christ. It speaks of the Lord then moving in the power of the Holy Spirit and being full of the Holy Spirit. Can that be said of anyone else? We can be filled by the Holy Spirit, but the Lord was full of the Holy Spirit. How precious that blessed Man was, able to contain that divine Person. The Spirit did not become incarnate; the Lord became incarnate, but the Spirit has come here, sent of the Father, to fill our hearts and affections with the Lord Jesus. I think that is what is meant by the sanctification of the Spirit. 

The address of Peter, and his writing to the sojourners of the dispersion, is to persons who were suffering because of the truth and for the testimony. He refers to them as “elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by sanctification of the Spirit”. The Spirit’s desire is to take hold of our affections and to point them to and engage them with Christ. That is, I think, the sanctification of the Spirit. It is a wonderful word, sanctification. 

The Spirit is called the Holy Spirit. His service is to make persons spiritual and to make them holy, to make persons like Christ and to give them the ability to think as Christ thinks. It says, “we have the mind of Christ”, 1 Corinthians 2: 16. That would be a spiritual matter. It would be divinely given and spiritually given. How wonderful the service of the Holy Spirit is! “by sanctification of the Spirit, unto the obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ”. 

So the whole economy is brought into this verse—the knowledge of God the Father, the sanctification of the Spirit, and the blood of Jesus Christ. The whole power and efficacy of the divine economy is towards us, as it will be eternally—the Father’s love pervading all, the headship of Christ, and the blood of Christ. It is not only a clearance from our sins, but the making of a full way into the holy of holies. And the Spirit would sustain us there. 

We cannot come into the truth in a natural way, nor can we be sustained in these things in a natural way. But as guided and led, and with our affections developed by the Holy Spirit, I think we will know something of this holiness and something of spirituality. Sometimes we speak of spirituality negatively or critically. My desire is that as becoming more like the Lord Himself, we might become more spiritual. Our desire should surely be to become more like that blessed One whom we love. The Spirit would enable us to do this, as we make way for Him in our lives. The scripture speaks of not grieving the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4: 30), and of being careful in His presence (Exodus 23: 21)—all giving rise to the thought of a very sensitive Person as seen in the dove. Let us make more room for the Spirit in our lives, that we may be engaged in a greater way with that blessed and holy Man, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

May He bless His word. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
25 July 2006 

 


Scripture references

Luke 3:21-23 (JND) [21] And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened, [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight. [23] And Jesus himself was beginning to be about thirty years old; being as was supposed son of Joseph; of Eli,

Luke 4:1 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness

1 Peter 1:1-2 (JND) [1] Peter, apostle of Jesus Christ, to [the] sojourners of [the] dispersion of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, [2] elect according to [the] foreknowledge of God [the] Father, by sanctification of [the] Spirit, unto [the] obedience and sprinkling of [the] blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied.

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

John 1:32 (JND) [32] And John bore witness, saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him.

Luke 1:41 (JND) [41] And it came to pass, as Elizabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with [the] Holy Spirit,

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Genesis 1:2 (JND) [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

Job 26:13 (JND) [13] By his Spirit the heavens are adorned; his hand hath formed the fleeing serpent.

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

Matthew 3:17 (JND) [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight.

Luke 2:25-32 (JND) [25] And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and [the] Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see [the] Lord's Christ. [27] And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and as the parents brought in the child Jesus that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, [28] *he* received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, [31] which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

Luke 2:30-32 (JND) [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, [31] which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

1 Corinthians 2:16 (JND) [16] For who has known the mind of [the] Lord, who shall instruct him? But *we* have the mind of Christ.

Ephesians 4:30 (JND) [30] And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which ye have been sealed for [the] day of redemption.

Exodus 23:21 (JND) [21] Be careful in his presence, and hearken unto his voice: do not provoke him, for he will not forgive your transgressions; for my name is in him.



EXTRACTS

If we refer to John 7: 38 the Lord says, “as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water”. The Scripture says it, yet no one can point to the actual passage that says it in so many words. The Lord is obviously calling our attention to what Scripture means, what is said in effect, and it has as much force as a direct saying. The subject begins with Genesis 2; but I am thinking particularly of the man in Ezekiel 47 as applying now where there is need of healing amongst us. That chapter speaks of rivers flowing out from beneath the altar of God; and the river was measured and measured, and measured by the man with the measuring line, but every time it is measured its depth is proved by the prophet. 

The idea is that Christianity is something to be proved. What is presented to man in testimony is proved to be what is said. Ezekiel is called upon to pass through and he passes through, and so proves the thing. Finally he cannot go through, he proves the infinite depths of the river of grace; but what an impression it would make upon him, and also upon us! It is intended to affect us and make us like God, like heaven. The idea is of grace coming down from the source as an influence for healing to man; and then again of the rivers of grace flowing out through the saints, flowing out of their affections. So that if there be a case calling for discipline and the like, grace comes in; it is a question of grace reigning through righteousness, and the effect of that in the discipline is that there is healing. What good is discipline if there is no healing? For the moment we may have recourse to the exclusion of the person not fit for fellowship, but what about the person involved? How dreadful for a Christian to have the thought of getting rid of another Christian! How dreadful a thing that is! 

It is foreign to the principle of grace. Hence you find that in the river there is healing power. But the Spirit of God, speaking of its great healing powers, it is called the “double river”. It flows towards the east, and wherever the double river came there was healing; in dealing with the most difficult cases there should be healing. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 42, pp.32, 33) 

Then Paul says, “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”. That is how the level is maintained, and so as speaking with one another under any circumstances, the point is what is the theme? 

What do we speak about together? Speaking in psalms and hymns means, as I understand it, that I appeal to the very best feelings you possess, not to the worst. If I bring up some criticism about you, or about something that you care for, it will draw out the worst feelings that you have; anyway it is calculated to do so, but if I speak to you in a psalm, or a hymn, or a spiritual song, I appeal to the best spiritual feeling that you have. I encourage you, I refresh you, and lead you to sing to the Lord, making melody in your heart. It is no longer the literal cymbal, or the harp, as used by David, but the human heart, the renewed heart of the Christian that is the organ of song, of music now. “Making melody in your heart”, it says, “to the Lord, giving thanks ... unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”. 

You can understand how simply the level is maintained, how the temperature, so to speak the spiritual temperature—is kept up under these conditions. The Holy Spirit has room, and each being filled with Him there is no room for anything else. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 30, pp.328, 329) 
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Scripture references

John 7:38 (JND) [38] He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Ezekiel 47 (JND) [1] And he brought me back to the door of the house; and behold, waters issued out from under the threshold of the house eastward: for the front of the house was eastward. And the waters came down from under, from the right side of the house, south of the altar. [2] And he brought me out by the way of the gate northward, and led me round outside unto the outer gate towards [the gate] that looketh eastward; and behold, waters ran out on the right side. [3] When the man went forth eastward, a line was in his hand; and he measured a thousand cubits, and he caused me to pass through the waters: the waters were to the ankles. …
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