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THE QUALITY OF LIFE ACCORDING TO GOD

S. Perret 

1 Kings 4: 1, 25; Luke 3: 21, 22; 9: 28–36; Romans 8: 32; Ephesians 1: 17–23; Jude 20–25 

What I wanted to speak briefly about was the only true life which is from God. I read in 1 

Kings to show that a certain quality of life will be secured for God. Man, in government, has in view to maintain a certain quality of life, which, in this western part of the world, no doubt is the result of the flow of Christianity, but now we are in the time of apostasy. When the Lord Jesus comes, and He is the only One who is worthy to reign, then He will be King over the whole of Israel, over all the earth, and the result will be as in verse 25, that Judah and Israel will dwell safely, and every man will be satisfied. It is not exactly our hope, it is not our portion, it is Israel’s portion; but we rejoice because He will be vindicated at that time when it will be manifested that He is the only one who is able to reign according to God. A period of one thousand years will be a sufficient testimony, according to the mind of God, to show the qualification of the Lord Jesus to maintain, in flesh and blood conditions, a certain order of things and ensure a certain quality of life. He will reign at that time. 

It is something which we would like to come into the hearts of those who are in government today and no doubt in some it may have a place. But we are not in that time, we are in the time of the Lord’s rejection, and the only way for us to come to know life according to God and to enjoy the quality of life which is according to God is to come to the Lord Jesus as typified as the true Joseph. The word today is to come to Joseph, and I wondered if we can do this. Everything for us depends on the knowledge of God; the greatest thing to have in our hearts is the knowledge of God. Somebody said that all blessings in the present time lie in the knowledge of 

God. That is not a material order of blessings; it is a moral and spiritual order which resides in the knowledge of God. 

I want to speak briefly about two features of the knowledge of God. The first one is the knowledge of the love of the Father, and the second feature is the power of the Father. These will bring joy and divine satisfaction into the heart. According to the epistle of Jude they will maintain us unto the end, because as you will discern, you find these two elements, love and power in the expression, “to him that is able”. But to appreciate the love of the Father and the power of the Father, first of all you have to come a certain road. This road is to learn the preciousness of the Person of the Lord Jesus to the heart of the Father, and that is why I read these two scriptures in Luke’s gospel. 

The first scripture shows the perfection of the secret life of the Lord Jesus. It is only in this gospel that it says, “all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying”. This reference is an insight into the kind of life the Lord Jesus had as a Man in His thirty years of private life. He was not at that time in the three and a half years of service. He was not a servant of Judah. He was “as a root out of dry ground”. He did not draw anything from His parents, nor from His environment. We were saying in the house that when the children are small their characteristics are just the same all over the world, but when they are men they are very different because they have taken on national characteristics, family characteristics, and so on. It shows how we come under influences, much more than we are aware of I think, but the Lord was under no influence. He grew by Himself, and He grew in consistency with His links with the Father because He enjoyed sonship, even if it was asserted publicly only at this time. But there is no doubt that He enjoyed sonship because He was born Son and He speaks about “my Father’s business”, Luke 2: 49. He knew what was in the 

heart of the Father. He was baptised after all had been baptised. I think it was one characteristic of the Lord in His movements to take such a place. There was nothing to minister to Him; He could not find anything for Himself, for His heart, for His mind, to feed them from His surroundings. All His life He derived evidently from Himself, because He is a divine Person; but He derived too from His links and the enjoyment of His relationship with the Father, so He is unique. 

It is something we have to come to, that when the Lord Jesus is presented here in view of His service. He is presented as the Man of God’s heart; God in this gospel is speaking to Him, 

“Thou art my beloved Son”. Up to His coming there was no resting place for God. Man has been of the greatest interest to the heart of God. He has dealt with the race of man in a very tender way. There was no pleasure, no rest for Him in man, there was only grief and sorrow for His heart. But think of the joy of the Father now there is a Man to whom He is able to say, 

“Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”. It is enough. It is not a long sentence but a complete one. The coming of the Holy Spirit expressed the fulness of this, because the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form. It was not so in the beginning of Acts, it was tongues of fire. But here He received the Holy Spirit in His fulness “in a bodily form as a dove”, in a peaceful character. Think too of the joy of the Holy Spirit, a divine Person, to identify with this Man. If I dare say, speaking carefully, He rejoiced to identify with the Man who will be the vessel of the testimony. So as we have been taught, the first thirty years of the life of the Lord Jesus were like the shittim wood, what was under the eye of God; and here we have the gold, what was seen in testimony. Here the Lord Jesus is set in a very distinctive way. He is alone, the perfect Man. I think it is something we have to come to, there is no other Man before God. 

In the section read in Luke 9 we see the distinction 

of the Lord Jesus; He is no longer alone but He took Peter, and John and James with Him. It shows the Lord in connection with the saints. I do not want to say too much, but we see in this section that the Lord Jesus was ready to go alone into glory. I think if heaven were opened upon Him in Luke 3, you see here that it was ready to receive Him up, because this kind of Man does not belong to the earth, this kind of Man is set to be in the heavenlies. He was so characteristically, but He is presented as being able to change into another condition, a condition which was in correspondence with what He was in His own characteristics. What I wanted to show is that in verse 34 “there came a cloud and overshadowed them”. You do not have a cloud in chapter 3, but here you have a cloud. It relates to the thought of the divine presence in connection with the tabernacle system; the cloud comes in view, if I may say, to close the mouth of Peter. You see the Lord is related to His saints as they maintain Him in His personal distinction. It does not mean that because the two greatest servants of the Old Testament were talking with Him that they were on the same level as the Lord Jesus. The Father is very jealous about His distinction. What happened first is that the cloud came, just to show that there is one testimony and there is only one vessel of the testimony which is the Man of Luke 3. It is something we all have to learn because it says “as he was saying these things, there came a cloud and overshadowed them”. You see the divine way to close the mouth of Peter, but it is very tender because it says that it “overshadowed them, and they feared”. 

Then comes the testimony from the Father, “This is my beloved Son: hear him”. Divine speaking is in Him. You cannot divide the testimony; there is one testimony, that is what Paul says, “the testimony of our Lord”. It is one thing we have to learn which relates to the greatness of the Person of the Lord Jesus as above, as glorified. It is the truth which came to the heart of those who were at the beginning of the recovery; there was one Head in 

heaven and one body down here. I think it belongs to the teaching, it is one application we can make in this section; there is one Head above, the glorious Man above in another condition; but we are to learn that there is only one cloud, there is only one testimony, and the vessel of the testimony is Christ personally and Christ characteristically in the saints, expressed in the thought of the body and of the new man. Then we have to learn that divine speaking, in the divine system, is only there; no other man, as great as he may be, is equal to Christ. The Father in a personal way comes into the matter. He is not speaking to the Lord Jesus here. He is speaking to us. He says, “This is my beloved Son, hear him”. The writer took up this matter in the epistle to the Hebrews. It shows that all the divine speaking is in the Son; as somebody said, when the Son has spoken there is nothing to add to it. Then it says, 

“Jesus was found alone”. This is the right state to be in, to see Jesus alone. 

So now in Romans 8 we have some impression of the preciousness of the Lord Jesus to the heart of the Father. You start to get some moral elements of the knowledge of God in your heart. We have come to appreciate the Man who is according to the heart of God. The test is, I have to choose between Christ and me. But if you are attracted to the Lord Jesus and are honest, you will say, This Man is the only One who has the right to live, which is true because death is upon all of us; but He could have entered from the mount of transfiguration into this glorious condition. But the Father has been prepared not to spare His own Son. I have been impressed, that in the Roman epistle the affections of God are presented in a full way. In Romans 5 it says in verse 10, “For if, being enemies, we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son”, but here it is “who, yea, has not spared his own Son”. You get a further impression of the intensity of affection of the Father in that, on our account. He has undertaken not to spare His own Son. I cannot say 

much, but we can read a scripture which illustrates in a beautiful way the feelings of God the Father in this verse. He did not spare Him. In the book of Zechariah, chapter 13, verse 7, 

“Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, even against the man that is my fellow, saith Jehovah of hosts—smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered”. Not sparing His own Son involved that the sword had to be taken against the Man whom God was speaking of, 

“my shepherd”. He was the only One able to gather, and it says not only “my shepherd” but 

“the man who is my fellow”. Think of what it meant for the Father to be separated from Christ, from the Man who was His Fellow. The Lord Jesus said, “the Father is always with me”, but it is true that He was always with the Father. 

I think Paul, in Romans, gives us the intensity of affection of God. You cannot understand the love of God if you do not have an appreciation of the manhood of the Lord Jesus and that He was really the only Companion of God. In the type, it says, they went both of them together (Genesis 22: 8). So you might say these elements I am speaking of, love and power, are generally connected with the initial part of the believer’s pathway, which is true. You find that in chapters 4 and 5 of Romans, righteousness, power and love are manifested towards us in view of delivering us from the world, and speaking in a typical way, to bring us into the wilderness. What I wanted to speak about too is the love and the power of the Father connected with making us enter into the land, and to bring us into the sense of association with Christ. So it says, “how shall he not also with him grant us all things?” You get here an Ephesian touch, “with him”. “With” is a characteristic word in the book of Ephesians; 

“through him” and “in him” are characteristic expressions in the Roman epistle; but “with him”, association with Christ where He is and association with Him down here in the testimony is Ephesian truth. So there is no doubt about it, He shall “grant us all things” with Him. 

It is one thing to know His love, but then there is His power. His power is available. We often connect His power with creation, and rightly so, but the greatness of His power has been expressed in the resurrection of Christ, and that is what was in the mind of the apostle in his prayer here in Ephesians 1. He wanted the saints to get the light, but we need to be in an attitude of reception. To get an impression about the love of God, the love of the Father, you must be in a receptive attitude. He desires that “the Father of glory, would give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of him”. I do not want to explain what is in this section, but just to show that it speaks about “the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe, according to the working of the might of his strength, in which he wrought in the Christ in raising him from among the dead, and he set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies”. Ephesians presents the Man Christ Jesus, the Man who is the object of God and for God, it is the Man of Luke’s gospel, it is this kind of man, a praying man, a humble man, a perfect man. It is the Man of Luke’s gospel who has undertaken not to do His own will; He always took the last place, ready to wait His time. Now it is the time, after He laid down His life; it says that the Messiah shall be cut off and shall have nothing, but He receives everything in resurrection; He is the object of the Father’s operation. Think of the joy of the Father in raising Him from among the dead! It was a selective resurrection. Christ is the first fruit, He has been raised up. It was the joy of the Father to exert His power in His favour and to set Him up as the Head of all things. He is the Man who will dominate not only the earth but all the universe of God, “head over all things to the assembly”. So this power is towards us, the same power. Ephesians 2 shows how we come into the gain of it today, this power is available. We can know what it is to be raised up together “with him”. 

I think you need first to know these things if you want to understand what Jude means when he says 

“building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God”. If you did not have some knowledge of the intensity of the love of God in your heart, the love of the Father, “he who spared not his own Son”, you could not understand what Jude is saying here, “keep yourselves in the love of God”. It is a collective idea, it is not just individual, it is a collective idea, “in the love of God”. We are to have this attitude, the same attitude as the Lord Jesus took; He took the attitude of a Man who in dependence and perfection awaited the right time (see Psalm 16: 5–11). It says, “awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life”, and then in verse 24, “But to him that is able to keep you without stumbling, and to set you with exultation blameless before his glory”. We should have some knowledge in our hearts of the power of God. This is very much connected with the matter of quickening, “to him that is able to keep you”. 

I think we can go on in these days of apostasy. Jude is the one who goes the furthest in writing of the days of apostasy, referring to “the gainsaying of Core” which is a revolt against the Lord Jesus as Apostle and High Priest; it is the clerical system, but there is a way to be maintained in these days of apostasy. If you have these two elements which belong to the knowledge of God in the present time, the knowledge of His love and the knowledge of His power, you will be maintained until the end, and you will be maintained in power and in the spirit of worship, because this epistle which speaks about such terrible things finishes with a doxology. It says, “to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, might, and authority, from before the whole age, and now, and to all the ages. 

Amen”. So it is in this way that God will go on in the scene of the testimony; even all the exercises connected with it promotes another doxology as we can find resource in the knowledge of God. It is not merely objective knowledge, it is subjective knowledge, but we need the Holy Spirit. He is the only One who gives us the sense of these things. He gives this conscious knowledge because He is the Spirit of the Father and He brings to us the sense of His love and of His power. So it is simply these things I had in mind, and I trust they are understood, and that the Lord might bless His word, for His name’s sake. Amen. 

Address at Glasgow, 3 August 1996 

HOW WE RETURN FROM GOING ASTRAY 

R. Taylor 

Isaiah 53: 6 

The first-fruits of the gospel were for God. God feels deeply that men have gone astray, but He found in the Person of His Son, our Lord Jesus, a way to bring man back in righteousness. 

A glorious morn it was for God when He could look upon men and shine upon them in blessing and forgiveness. The pleasure of God in the work of Christ is seen in that preaching by Peter when three thousand souls were saved. God, as it were, announcing His joy, that in virtue of what Christ had done He could bring thousands at once into the blessing of His house. 

This chapter is most beautiful. A gentleman reading it many years ago said, Who is the prophet speaking about? He was a learned man, he must have known the society of his day; as he read the chapter he could not think of anyone who would fit into it. He said, Who is it? 

Philip says, It is Jesus who is the theme of the chapter. He is the One who came here and grew up before God as a tender sapling. All had gone astray, every one had turned to his own way, but here was a Man who grew up before God as a tender sapling. What winds and storms there were, but there He is, a tender 

sapling bending against those winds. He drew no resources from the circumstances in which He was found, but there He is, a tender sapling growing up before His God. He could say, 

“The foxes have holes, and the birds of the heaven roosting-places; but the Son of man has not where he may lay his head”, Matthew 8: 20. It says, “He is despised and left alone of men”, Isaiah 53: 3. Think of the Lord Jesus; He fed five thousand at once, cured lepers, raised the dead, and yet He was left alone. The hymn-writer says, ‘None cared His worth to know’. 

There was nothing there in the way that they treated the Saviour to encourage God to bless men. It says, “like one from whom men hide their faces”, Isaiah 53: 3. They had no room for Him in their arrangements. There He is a tender sapling, growing up before His God, the pleasure of heaven centred upon Him. At last, upon this earth, there was a Man for God; and a Man who was expressing towards men, God in all His grace. 

He had not come to raise questions. He had not come to condemn. They brought to Him one of the most guilty cases they could think about and He says, “Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more”, John 8: 11. O, the grace of the Saviour! Whatever need there was He was ready to meet it. It says about the lepers that He handled them freely. He entered into the sorrows of humanity as He bore them in His spirit day by day. The very children were the objects of His grace. The disciples would have turned them away, they thought they were not important, but He said, “Suffer little children to come to me”, Luke 18: 16. He had room for them all. That man called Legion who sat outside the city, think of the Saviour taking a journey to reach a man like that whom men would not touch. One beloved servant of God, as he was contemplating the gospels, said, His holiness set Him apart from the race. He was holy, different from every other man, but His grace made Him a Servant of all. How beautiful! Holy, blessed Man, the Servant of all. He came to serve men. 

Even in the hour when they rejected Him, and put Him on the cross, think of those precious words that have come down through this present dispensation in all their blessed fulness, 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23: 34. There is that tender sapling, there is the Man that has come in here to glorify God, oppressed and afflicted, every ignominy that the enemy could heap upon Him was heaped upon Him, and in that hour of deepest sorrow, the hour when the nation was guilty as never before. He says, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what not they do”. How beautifully the scripture speaks about Him, “as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not His mouth”, Isaiah 53: 7. I often contemplate the Lord Jesus in Pilate’s hall, He opened not His mouth. He could have spoken. What accusers there were and He could have met them all. Where were those He had raised from the dead? Where were the lepers He had cleansed? Where were the thousands He had fed? In His hour of need no eye was found to pity, no heart to share that grief. He was alone. What delight God must have found in Him! He opened not His mouth. 

Had He spoken and taken up His own case, there would have been eternal damnation for the race; but there in the presence of His accusers He opened not His mouth. 

Wherever He was placed He was perfect; be it on the mount, or in the desert, or in Pilate’s hall, or on the cross; He was the perfect, precious, glorious Man, and yet men would have nothing to do with Him. There in the presence of Jesus’ hour of sorrow, in the presence of Pilate’s questions, it was said, “Not this man, but Barabbas”, John 18: 40. Think of the guilt that lay upon the race as they refused God shining in grace. God had sent the prophets. Jesus Himself says in that beautiful parable, that God had sent prophets to appeal. Here is one of them, the appeals of Isaiah how beautiful they are, and He has sent other prophets, and they refused them. The Lord Jesus says, Last of all He sent His Son. I think of the feelings of Jesus as He said those words, 

“And at last he sent to them his son, saying, They will have respect for my son”, Matthew 21: 37. O, the feelings of God! As if He would pass by that they had neglected the appeals of His grace in Isaiah and the others. He says, Perhaps when they see My Son they will reverence Him; but it only brought out how far we have gone astray—“All we like sheep have gone astray”. 

This passage will be the language of Israel in a day to come when their eyes are opened and the veil is removed. In their hearts they will come to see how beautiful their Messiah is, they will come to see then that God was there in all His fulness and all His grace. Friend, it is here for us tonight, that you and I, who like sheep have gone astray, may come to see that in the Person of Jesus, there is a Man in whom God’s love, grace and mercy are shining in all their blessed fulness. In those very circumstances He was always perfect and perhaps more beautiful to heaven’s eye, than anywhere else in His pathway here. There He is in the presence of His accusers, as Mr. Darby says in ‘The Man of Sorrows’— 

‘Priests, that should plead for weakness, 

Must Thine accusers be!’ 

And again he says in the same poem— 

‘A Judas only owns Thee— 

That Thou may’st captive be’. 

Judas identified Him to betray Him. Oh, the betrayal of the heart of man. How precious in those circumstances that He opened not His mouth. He had something greater to do. What a work was laid upon Him! What a mission He had come to accomplish! And in full devotion, committed to the will of God, His Father, He opened not His mouth. He went to the cross and took on the liabilities that had been incurred by the race, the race that had gone astray. He went forward there into the circumstances where it says that God “laid upon him the iniquity of us all”, and He was able to bear it. You think of the enormity of what has come into the race, and God laid upon Him the iniquity of us all. That was 

from Adam right down, and blessed be His name. He bore it to God’s eternal satisfaction. 

The types are full of those animals upon whose head the iniquities of men were confessed. 

The animals were slain, their blood was shed, some were led away into a land of forgetfulness, and God looked in mercy afresh for another year upon His people. But friend, in the offering of Jesus and what was laid upon Him. God has looked on for nearly two thousand years, upon the race in blessing. He is offering mercy, forgiveness, wonderful blessings to those who put their faith in Jesus. God alone could estimate the glory and value of what was done on the cross by Jesus, when alone, forsaken. God is fully satisfied with that work; involving His death and that His precious blood was shed; and that He was buried in the grave for three days and three nights; and that God raised Him by His glory. The work was completed, and He has given Him a Name that is above every name. 

Now we come back to the verse that we read, “All we like sheep have gone astray”. How far you have gone you would know. However far the distance, Christ has measured it. You remember that parable where it says that He went after the sheep until He found it. No journey was too long, no circumstances were too grievous, He went after the sheep until He found it. As I said, in the day to come, the distance and the guilt of Israel will weigh heavy upon their hearts, but they will come to see that there was a Man in Jesus who met the distance. You read these chapters of the Old Testament and see how grievous was the sin, how deep the mire into which they had sunk, but it is all met in the offering of Jesus. 

The gospel is proclaimed that there might be on the one hand conviction in the soul that we have gone astray. There are none excused from it. Some may think they have not gone so far as others, but they have gone astray. Who in the presence of this chapter, 

reading of this precious sapling, a root out of dry ground, could say they have not gone astray? Tested in every circumstance, perfect, there is God’s standard, there is God’s Man, and in contemplating Him we have to say, “All ... have gone astray”. My friend, the gospel is proclaimed, the work that God had laid upon Him has been done. In the work that Jesus has accomplished, once and for all. God has found a way that there is forgiveness preached in His name, to those who believe. Alas, the darkness and distance of sin has hardened our hearts so much. Maybe you have heard the gospel time and time again, you have heard of the Saviour and His saving grace, but you are still astray, still perhaps feeding on these foods that would lead you further away. The sheep keep going further away, they do not realise how far they have gone from the shelter of the shepherd’s care and environment; each step is going further and further away till they are arrested as to how far they have gone. Maybe God brings in certain matters so that you realise that you are no longer under the protection of the divinely prescribed environment. His love, my friend, comes to meet you where you are that you may return. 

Another beautiful word of the prophets is to return, return. The value of the work of Jesus remains the same in all its value and efficacy. It is not only that we have confessed our sins, but maybe we have confessed our sins and know Jesus as our Saviour, and yet we may have gone astray. The work of Jesus is enough—it is never to be repeated. I may have to come afresh to the appreciation of it; but the value of the work of Jesus remains in all its efficacy however far astray we may have gone. John tells us, speaking to believers, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins”, 1 John 1: 9. Things come up and cause us to wander away from the circumstances in which grace would have us, but the work has never to be done again. God is ready in the fulness of His love, as we return in confession of our sins, to forgive in the precious name of 

Jesus. Precious substitute for all that was due to us; He has taken our place. He has taken the place of believers. The wider aspect is He has taken the place of all. John says, “he is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world”, 1 John 2: 2. 

That means that the work of Jesus is enough for all that has come into the race; but those who get the gain of it are those who put their faith and trust in Him. Ah, friend, where are your sins? Are they lying upon your heart? are they upon your conscience tonight? Or are they gone, as the hymn-writer says— 

‘My sins—O the bliss of this glorious thought— 

My sins—not in part, but the whole— 

Were borne on the cross, and are gone evermore, 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!’ (No. 238) What a rock, that what He has done He has done once and for all! 

Then there is a need to see that there is a present enjoyment and a present realisation that our sins are gone; they are gone before God and they are gone for me through faith in what Jesus has done. The blood of Jesus Christ God’s Son has met God’s eye; and the precious character of the offering is what meets my eye; I know that those sins are gone in His death, they are gone evermore in the fact that I have put my faith and trust in Him where He is at God’s right hand, a Prince and a Saviour. 

The chapter is full of the down-stooping love of Jesus from the manger to the cross, but God has given Him a Name that is above every name. A very beautiful verse says, “he was with the rich in his death, because he had done no violence, neither was there guile in his mouth”, Isaiah 53: 9. God took care of Him. When men had done everything they could do, crucified Him between robbers, they appointed His grave with the wicked; but the Spirit says that He had done no violence, neither was there guile in His mouth, and He was with the rich in His death. God saw to it that He 

was taken care of. When men had done everything, God took over and raised Him from the dead, raised Him from the tomb into which men had placed Him, and He has given Him a Name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow. 

What blessing comes by putting our faith and trust in the Man whom God has appointed, the Man whom God is proclaiming as a Saviour, the Man who is to be trusted in all His grace. 

This chapter shows how trustworthy He was in the presence of all that was against Him. It is not only in what He has done but in who He is. It says, “Surely he hath borne our griefs”. Can every one here put themselves into verses 4 and 5, and say, ‘Surely He has borne my griefs, He has carried my sorrows; I did regard Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. He was wounded for my transgressions, He was bruised for my iniquities; the chastisement of my peace was upon Him, and with His stripes I am healed?’ There is the language of faith. 

Another prophet says that he would put the very words in your mouth; and there they are in verses 4 and 5, the words are put into your mouth that you may put your faith and trust in the Saviour that God has provided. How beautiful it will be to hear Israel use those words, “he was wounded for our transgressions”. He was there in our place, that is what Israel will be saying. My friend, can you say. He was there in my place? He took my place on the cross; He took my place in the grave; and in virtue of what He has done He has given me a place in glory. O, what grace! He was there in the grave for me but tonight He lives at God’s right hand, for all who put their faith and trust in Him. 

May all have a fresh assurance of the great love and kindness of God towards men. He has done everything possible, He has cleared the ground entirely, and He puts these very words in your mouth that you may say, He bore my griefs; He bore my sins. Peter puts it so beautifully—“who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Peter 2: 24. That is where they have been judged, and the Lord Jesus has also put them out of God’s sight. May it be, my friend, that through faith in His name, they have gone from your sight, so that you are no longer a sheep gone astray, but you have been brought under the Shepherd’s care to know the food that the Shepherd gives, to know the grace and protection of the Shepherd’s love. Instead of being a sheep who has gone astray, may you be one of the sheep that hears His voice; He calls them by name. Maybe He is calling you, calling you by name, to come into the shelter of all that is provided in the Shepherd’s care. 

May no one here turn a deaf ear to His voice. He calls as a shepherd calls in His grace; calling, calling, and calling again that you may come to prove the blessedness of abiding in His love, and abiding under His care, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Bendigo
16 April 1995 

 


Scripture references

1 Kings 4:1-25 (JND) [1] And king Solomon was king over all Israel. [2] And these are the princes whom he had: Azariah the son of Zadok was priest; [3] Elihoreph and Ahiah, the sons of Shisha, scribes; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud, chronicler; [4] and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the host; and Zadok and Abiathar were priests; [5] and Azariah the son of Nathan was over the superintendents; and Zabud the son of Nathan was principal officer, the king's friend; [6] and Ahishar was over the household; and Adoniram the son of Abda was over the levy-service. [7] And Solomon had twelve superintendents over all Israel; and they provided food for the king and his household: each man his month in the year had to make provision. [8] And these are their names: Ben-Hur, in mount Ephraim. [9] Ben-Deker in Makaz, and in Shaalbim, and Beth-shemesh, and Elon-Beth-hanan. [10] Ben-Hesed, in Arubboth; he had Sochoh, and all the land of Hepher. [11] Ben-Abinadab had all the upland of Dor; Taphath the daughter of Solomon was his wife. [12] Baana the son of Ahilud had Taanach and Megiddo, and all Beth-shean, which is by Zaretan beneath Jizreel, from Beth-shean to Abel-Meholah, as far as beyond Jokneam. …

Luke 3:21-22 (JND) [21] And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened, [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Luke 9:28-36 (JND) [28] And it came to pass after these words, about eight days, that taking Peter and John and James he went up into a mountain to pray. [29] And as he prayed the fashion of his countenance became different and his raiment white [and] effulgent. [30] And lo, two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elias, [31] who, appearing in glory, spoke of his departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem. [32] But Peter and those with him were oppressed with sleep: but having fully awoke up they saw his glory, and the two men who stood with him. [33] And it came to pass as they departed from him, Peter said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles, one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias: not knowing what he said. [34] But as he was saying these things, there came a cloud and overshadowed them, and they feared as they entered into the cloud: [35] and there was a voice out of the cloud saying, *This* is my beloved Son: hear him. [36] And as the voice was [heard] Jesus was found alone: and *they* kept silence, and told no one in those days any of the things they had seen.

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

Ephesians 1:17-23 (JND) [17] that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, would give you [the] spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of him, [18] being enlightened in the eyes of your heart, so that ye should know what is the hope of his calling, [and] what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, [19] and what the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe, according to the working of the might of his strength, [20] [in] which he wrought in the Christ [in] raising him from among [the] dead, and he set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies, [21] above every principality, and authority, and power, and dominion, and every name named, not only in this age, but also in that to come; [22] and has put all things under his feet, and gave him [to be] head over all things to the assembly, [23] which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all:

Jude 1:20-25 (JND) [20] But *ye*, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, [21] keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. [22] And of some have compassion, making a difference, [23] but others save with fear, snatching [them] out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. [24] But to him that is able to keep you without stumbling, and to set [you] with exultation blameless before his glory, [25] to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, [be] glory, majesty, might, and authority, from before the whole age, and now, and to all the ages. Amen.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Luke 9 (JND) [1] And having called together the twelve, he gave them power and authority over all demons, and to heal diseases, [2] and sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. [3] And he said to them, Take nothing for the way, neither staff, nor scrip, nor bread, nor money; nor to have two body-coats apiece. …

Luke 3 (JND) [1] Now in the fifteenth year of the government of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod tetrarch of Galilee, and Philip his brother tetrarch of Ituraea and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, [2] in the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, [the] word of God came upon John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness. [3] And he came into all the district round the Jordan, preaching [the] baptism of repentance for [the] remission of sins, …

Luke 3 (JND) [1] Now in the fifteenth year of the government of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod tetrarch of Galilee, and Philip his brother tetrarch of Ituraea and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, [2] in the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, [the] word of God came upon John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness. [3] And he came into all the district round the Jordan, preaching [the] baptism of repentance for [the] remission of sins, …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Genesis 22:8 (JND) [8] And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering. And they went both of them together.

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Ephesians 2 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: …

Psalms 16:5-11 (JND) [5] Jehovah is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot. [6] The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage. [7] I will bless Jehovah, who giveth me counsel; even in the nights my reins instruct me. [8] I have set Jehovah continually before me; because [he is] at my right hand, I shall not be moved. [9] Therefore my heart rejoiceth, and my glory exulteth; my flesh moreover shall dwell in hope. [10] For thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol, neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption. [11] Thou wilt make known to me the path of life: thy countenance is fulness of joy; at thy right hand are pleasures for evermore.

Isaiah 53:6 (JND) [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.

Matthew 8:20 (JND) [20] And Jesus says to him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the heaven roosting-places; but the Son of man has not where he may lay his head.

Isaiah 53:3 (JND) [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not.

Isaiah 53:3 (JND) [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not.

John 8:11 (JND) [11] And she said, No one, sir. And Jesus said to her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

Luke 18:16 (JND) [16] But Jesus calling them to [him] said, Suffer little children to come to me, and do not forbid them, for of such is the kingdom of God.

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Isaiah 53:7 (JND) [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth.

John 18:40 (JND) [40] They cried therefore again all, saying, Not this [man], but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber.

Matthew 21:37 (JND) [37] And at last he sent to them his son, saying, They will have respect for my son.

1 John 1:9 (JND) [9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us [our] sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 2:2 (JND) [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world.

Isaiah 53:9 (JND) [9] And [men] appointed his grave with the wicked, but he was with the rich in his death, because he had done no violence, neither was there guile in his mouth.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.



GOD’S LONGINGS EXPRESSED IN THE GOSPEL

D. Robertson 

Exodus 4: 22, 23; Jeremiah 2: 12–18 

One seeks help from God to convey an impression of God’s longings for you. There could not be a gospel preaching without an expression of the longings of God. Here in the book of Exodus, we get some insight into the feelings of His heart. In the previous section (Exodus 3), it is the people who cry, the crying of distress, and God answers them. If there is one here today who is feeling distress, we would urge you to cry unto God, for He will answer you. 

We can say that with certainty, because He has answered us. He says, “call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee”, and then He says, “and thou shalt glorify me”, Psalm 50: 15. That is God. dear friend. We can preach the glad tidings with certainty. The trumpet does not need to give an uncertain sound. For we speak things we know well, and we can tell you that if you are in distress of soul and cry unto God, He will answer you. We would urge you to do it! God Himself, we may say, is the great Answerer, and God loves to hear the cry of need. There is no one who understands your need like God. He understands it, and more than that, He has provided for your need! He has provided for the sinner’s need in the Person and in the work of His beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no need that cannot be met; God can meet the need of the guiltiest sinner. How precious that is! Most of us here would have experienced feeling the burden of our guilt, the naggings of conviction which went on and on. 

You became more and more uncomfortable and the weight of the burden became more unbearable. One would speak to you feelingly as knowing these things. If you are feeling that way, you can be sure that it is God who is bringing you into conviction, and He is bringing you into conviction that He might bring you to conversion. God desires that you may be converted, that you may be changed, and instead of being a distressed sinner, that you might find your place as one of God’s sons. 

So the people cry in chapter 3, but God makes His longings known here in chapter 4. He says, “Let my son go”. There is a whole world set up by the devil, by Satan, to hold you from giving God what He desires. But God has undertaken for you and He has broken the power of the world’s system for the believer. He has broken it in the death of Christ. That is what we get later on in this book. They come to the Red Sea, and all the Egyptian forces are pursuing them. There comes a point when God takes off the chariot wheels of the Egyptians. The world can go no further, and He brings the whole world system down. It is a type of what He has done in the death of Christ. God has done that in view of your being extricated from the world. He has judicially dealt with this world, what it means morally. It says, “once in the consummation of the ages he has been manifested for the putting away of sin by his sacrifice”, Hebrews 9: 26. Think of God dealing with the whole power of the world system, that you and I might be extricated and delivered from it. It says, “Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the sea-shore”, Exodus 14: 30. 

What a mighty work Christ has accomplished in His death! It says elsewhere, “I gave Egypt for thy ransom”, Isaiah 43: 3. Think of God doing that. He gave Egypt for it, because so much so was it on God’s heart and in His longings to have this people for Himself, and to have you and me for Himself. Think of God dealing with the whole world system! And yet, we can go further in the glad tidings, He gave His Son for your ransom, that you might be delivered and that you might be secured for Himself. How God longs for you! Oh, that one might be given ability by the Spirit to convey this thought, that God is longing for you. He has provided for you in His Son and in the death of His Son. He has provided for you to the end that there might be no distance between yourself and Him. Indeed, it says, “being enemies, we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son”, Romans 5: 10. How affecting that is! God has operated in spite of your enmity and in spite of my enmity. God has operated that the distance might be totally removed so that you and I might be brought into nearness to Himself. God longs for it. He says, “Let my son go, that he may serve me”. 

God has a claim on you, young man, young woman, God has a claim on you. He is your Creator. He may not be your Father; He is not the Father of every man; He is the Father of every Christian, but He is every man’s Creator. He has a claim on you, a prior claim, a right to you. He has a right to speak to you, and to speak in power to you, and He has a right to say, “My son, give me thy heart”. God has that right, and that is what God is saying to you. 

The world is fighting for you, and the world around is busy to keep you immersed in its activities, but God is saying, “My son, give me thy heart”, Proverbs 23: 26. He is your Creator, but He is more than that. He is your Redeemer. 

He has become known redemptively in the glorious operations undertaken by the “Son of his love”, Colossians 1: 13. Do you know that? Have you the precious knowledge of a Redeemer, a Saviour God known in “the Son of his love”? Now God could not express His love in creation; God could not express His feelings in creation. He expressed His feelings in the death of Jesus. We sung that hymn this morning. 

‘But the glory of Thy greatness 

Finds in love its counterpart; 

Jesus’ death th’eternal witness 

To the feelings of Thy heart’. (Hymn 38) 

It must be so, there could be no other counterpart to it. He says, “Let my son go, that he may serve me”. But in order to secure you, it meant the death of Jesus. It is the wonderful outlet of the feelings of the heart of God! What does it mean to you? God has that claim that no other has on you, and He is saying, ‘My son! My son!’ While you are bent to go your own way, to fill out your own ambitions, you are bent to go the way the world is going. But there is a voice saying, “My son, give me thy heart”. That is what God wants, He wants your heart, He wants your affections. God is longing for your heart, longing for your life, that your life might not be a misspent life, a life given over to the service of the devil, the god of this world, but a life spent in the holy service of God. Dear young man, dear young woman, He is worthy of it. I am sure there are those who are praying at this moment that the word might be effective; that you might be turned by the appeal of God. 

How often we listen to men whose breath is in their nostrils (see Isaiah 2: 22). They are here today and they are gone tomorrow. Yet we give so much credence to what they say. What about listening to God, the One who is from eternity to eternity? Think of His might! Think of His majesty! Think of His glory! Think of the 

awe that should be in our souls as we speak of God. Yet that God is saying, “My son, give me thy heart”. Oh, I plead with you to listen to God’s word and to answer to the appeal of God’s love. God has been made known in “the Son of his love”. Think of Jesus at Calvary; think of the awfulness of the burden that He bore there; think of Christ going into death and fathoming that distance, the distance that really belonged to you and to me. He has gone into that distance. He has fathomed it. Why has He done that? I will tell you. He went into our distance that we might know His nearness. That is the truth of the gospel. God wants you near to Himself, and it is Christ’s nearness that God has in mind for you. As we sometimes say, it is no low place within the door, it is the nearness of sonship. In the scripture in Jeremiah, God is speaking and He is calling to the heavens. He says, “Be astonished, ye heavens, at this, and shudder; be amazed very much, saith Jehovah. For my people have committed two evils—they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, to hew them out cisterns, broken cisterns that hold no water”. It is almost as if God is amazed that His people should turn away from Him. Think of the feelings of God at His creature, at any one of us turning away from Him. Let me ask, What is your life? Are you really satisfied in it? From what are you drawing your satisfaction? The hymn says— 

‘I tried the broken cisterns, Lord, 

But ah! the waters failed! 

E’en as I stooped to drink they’d fled, 

And mocked me as I wailed’. 

How many of us have tried them! The cisterns of this world, they are broken, they hold no satisfaction. They may appear so great! The road ahead might seem a golden one; but, if it is apart from God the end of that road is disaster—and it is worse than that, it is death. Scripture says, “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof is the ways of death”, Proverbs 14: 12; 16: 25. We appeal to you to return to the fountain of living water. It is God Himself, known in the Person of the Lord Jesus. 

Remember what the Lord Himself could say to the woman in John 4, “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee. Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water”. John 4: 10. Oh, how amazing it is! Have you heard about it? Better still, have you known it? God is ready to meet your need, and fill and satisfy your heart, as He draws you to Christ, the wondrous fountain of living water. 

We read, “Is Israel a bondman?” Oh, I speak to Christians. Maybe you have known something in your history of God extricating you, delivering you from the world, but perhaps you have gone back to it. Why should you be a bondman to this world? Why should one of God’s sons be a slave in Egypt? Oh, we appeal to you, Christian friend, young man, young woman, to listen to God today. Are you a bondman to this world, a slave to its habits? God would work for your extrication, work for your deliverance. It says, “Why is he become a spoil?” Why have you become a spoil? Are you a spoil to this world, open to all its influences, subject to all its conditions? The world would impose its conditions upon you. 

Why have you become a spoil? God never intended that, he says, “Let my son go”. The place that God has in mind for you is a place of dignity, to set you up here in moral superiority to the world. 

Then it says, “Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in that thou hast forsaken Jehovah thy God, at the time he was leading thee in the way?” How many have proved it! You know the bitterness of a path taken in opposition to the will of God. Oh, we appeal to you! We feel for you if this is the way you are on. And God feels for you, and He would act towards you that He might set your feet on the road of recovery, the way of repentance, the way back to Himself. It says here, “what hast thou to do with the way of Egypt, to drink the waters of Shihor?” What have you to do with the way of the world? One of God’s sons, a redeemed person, what have you to do with the way of Egypt, to drink the waters of the Shihor, waters of the Nile? I understand the literal translation means the muddy waters of the Nile. Think of that, you, who should be drinking the water of life, and drinking it freely; you, who should be knowing the power, the refreshing life-giving power of God’s Holy Spirit working in you, creating affection for Christ day by day; what are you doing drinking the waters of Shihor, the muddy waters of the Nile? The world has been set up in independency of God. What are you doing having your part in it? God would raise these questions with you. 

That is the word at this time. God would appeal to you. He has broken the power of the world as a system, and He has broken it in view of your extrication, that you might be here for Himself, and that you might be here for Christ. 

Preaching at Birmingham
30 October 1988 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 4:22-23 (JND) [22] And thou shalt say to Pharaoh, Thus saith Jehovah: Israel is my son, my firstborn. [23] And I say to thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me. And if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill thy son, thy firstborn.

Jeremiah 2:12-18 (JND) [12] Be astonished, ye heavens, at this, and shudder; be amazed very much, saith Jehovah. [13] For my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, to hew them out cisterns, broken cisterns that hold no water. [14] Is Israel a bondman? Is he a home-born [slave]? Why is he become a spoil? [15] The young lions roared against him, they gave forth their voice, and they made his land desolate: his cities are burned, without inhabitant. [16] Even the children of Noph and Tahapanes have fed on the crown of thy head. [17] Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in that thou hast forsaken Jehovah thy God, at the time he was leading thee in the way? [18] And now, what hast thou to do with the way of Egypt, to drink the waters of Shihor? And what hast thou to do with the way of Assyria, to drink the waters of the River?

Exodus 3 (JND) [1] And Moses tended the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock behind the wilderness, and came to the mountain of God to Horeb. [2] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a thorn-bush: and he looked, and behold, the thorn-bush burned with fire, and the thorn-bush was not being consumed. [3] And Moses said, Let me now turn aside and see this great sight, why the thorn-bush is not burnt. …

Psalms 50:15 (JND) [15] And call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.

Hebrews 9:26 (JND) [26] since he had [then] been obliged often to suffer from the foundation of the world. But now once in the consummation of the ages he has been manifested for [the] putting away of sin by his sacrifice.

Exodus 14:30 (JND) [30] Thus Jehovah saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the sea-shore.

Isaiah 43:3 (JND) [3] For I [am] Jehovah thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee.

Romans 5:10 (JND) [10] For if, being enemies, we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much rather, having been reconciled, we shall be saved in [the power of] his life.

Proverbs 23:26 (JND) [26] My son, give me thy heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways.

Isaiah 2:22 (JND) [22] Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils; for what account is to be made of him?

Proverbs 14:12 (JND) [12] There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof is the ways of death.

Proverbs 16:25 (JND) [25] There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof is the ways of death.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:10 (JND) [10] Jesus answered and said to her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.



EXTRACT

For Him, death was death. Man’s utter weakness, Satan’s extreme power, and God’s just vengeance—and alone, without one sympathy, forsaken of those whom He had cherished—the rest, His enemies—Messiah delivered to Gentiles and cast down, the judge washing his hands of condemning innocence, the priests interceding against the guiltless instead of for the guilty—all dark, without one ray of light even from God. 

J. N. Darby (‘Spiritual Songs’, p.34)
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