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DIVINE FORMATION IN MAN AND WOMAN

R. Taylor 

Isaiah 32: 1–3; Numbers 12: 3; Daniel 10: 11, 12, 18, 19; Acts 13: 21, 22; Luke 2: 25–32; Acts 16: 13, 14 

You will notice in these scriptures the reference to ‘man’ and ‘woman’. Particular attention is called to these persons I read about, that there is something tangible formed. We have been speaking in these days about the work of God proceeding and it results in something formed that is peculiarly attractive. The Lord speaks of these exercises, referring to the time of birth involving pain, then there is joy that a man has been born. This would be something of the exercises of these meetings, that there is something being formed through new birth and through the grace of the Spirit that is very attractive. 

The first scripture that I have read refers to Jesus. I have often wondered about Isaiah and the things that he wrote; he must have said to himself. Who can this be? There was no man that Isaiah knew, who could fit into the description of that man of Isaiah 53: 5, “he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes, we are healed”. Who was the prophet speaking about? He was speaking about this Man too in chapter 32, a Man who has come into the race, not like Adam who brought in sin, “by one man sin entered into the world”, Romans 5: 12. The whole race has been affected by that, by sin, but here is another Man, who has come into the circumstances of humanity and has brought with Him all that was needed to meet the confusion and the distress of sin. It says a king shall reign; He will put everything right. What the governments of men today cannot do, Christ will put everything right in His kingly power and authority. The same Person who has the power and authority to set right 

all the things among the nations is there as a Man for you and for me. It says, “a man shall be as a hiding-place from the wind”. What wind there is today in the histories of men! You may be feeling those winds that cause such distress. The storms that come into our lives, none of us escapes them; the workings and power of things around us that are too much for us. Have you never felt that in your life? Circumstances arise in your life that are more than you can handle, but there is a Man who has come in in all His grace to be a hiding-place, to be a covert from the storm, a shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land. Many men pass through these storms without Christ. What happens is that they become hardened, and they try to find their own hiding-places. Maybe you are trying that too. The first thing Adam did was that he tried to find his own hiding-place, a place where the heat of the day would not affect him, where the eye of God would not detect his guilty state. Satan has produced thousands of hiding-places for men where they may try to forget the proddings of their conscience and try to forget about God. Someone may say, I will immerse myself in the things of this world. The hiding-places Satan has produced are innumerable, but they are all coming down. They will not stand the storm, they will not stand the power of these winds. 

It says, “If thou hast run with footmen, and they have wearied thee ... how wilt thou then do in the swelling of the Jordan?”, Jeremiah.12: 5. It means simply this, that maybe you have got along with your companions so far, maybe you have found a way to run along with plenty of company and you can enjoy things today, but how will you do in the swelling of Jordan? A time will come when you need Christ. A time comes when there is only one Man who can provide shelter, and He has done it! He has done it in His death. He has done it by bearing the storm. 

‘The storm that burst o’er Thy blest head 

Is hushed forever, now, 

And rest divine is ours instead, 

Whilst glory crowns Thy brow’. (Hymn 227, 1932 Ed.) 

A Man has come in to meet the whole course of sinful history that has come into the race and He is presented as a man—not an angel! He presents Himself in all the attractiveness of His humanity that you may come to find rest, that you may find these brooks of water in a dry place. There may be a dry place in your life today. You may have known brighter days but perhaps today is a dry place in your life, yet there He is. That woman in John 4 found that her water-pot became dry very quickly but she found streams of water, and the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land. I only meant to refer to that to speak about beholding that Man. As coming under His influence and the shelter He provides, there is produced in men and women features of manhood and features of womanhood according to God. 

We have been speaking in these readings of the work of God forming the character of Christ in persons. That is why I wanted to speak about Moses. It says of him, “the man Moses was very meek”. In these scriptures that I have read, it could have left out the word ‘man’. It could have said that Moses was very meek; it could have said, O Daniel, greatly beloved; but the Spirit of God specifically puts that word ‘man’ in—“O Daniel, man greatly beloved”, and the ‘man’ Moses was very meek, to show that there was another character developed in them that is pleasing to God. It does not speak about Moses as a man because of his administrative abilities. Although he was able to lead so many people through the desert, with all their problems for forty years, that is not what the Spirit comments upon. It says the man Moses was very meek. He was formed in the features of Jesus! He was formed in the character of the Man of Isaiah 32. This is how these features were formed; he went into that hiding-place when the storms were there and what did he find? He found that God had come down; he was fleeing from Pharaoh and he found a bush burned and it was not consumed. He speaks about it so beautifully, the good will of Him that dwelt in the bush. That is the Man of Isaiah 53 and 32. God came down to be near Moses and Moses turned aside to see this great sight. He wondered that God would take account of him and be interested in him to make these communications to him that none other had heard before. So he speaks of the good will of Him that dwelt in the bush. That followed Moses through all his history. It says that the man Moses was very meek. He learned that in his links with God. In his psalm he very beautifully says, “Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations”, Psalm 90: 1. I have often thought of Moses in the weariness of that history with the people, who were very troublesome, how he retired to the dwelling-place. He had some place that was not affected by the wilderness sorrows; where he was not overburdened by the murmurings of the people. He found a hiding-place outside of himself. 

Here in Numbers 12, he is being wrongly criticised, perhaps the severest test any man could have to face. What does he do? He remains quiet. It says prophetically of Jesus, “he was led as a lamb to the slaughter … and he opened not his mouth”, Isaiah 53: 7. Moses had learned that Man—he did not take up his own case. The Spirit of God comments that Jehovah heard it, but the man Moses was very meek. He was content to remain in the shelter of the abiding place he had in divine affections. God settled the matter far better than Moses could. It is a feature of manhood that you can leave criticism to God, “Every morning doth he bring his judgment to light”, Zephaniah 3: 5. Here He brings that morning to Moses. He comes in Himself in all His grace and yet power; the Lord does not pass by anything, but as we try to defend ourselves and put things right ourselves we make a bad mess of it. But your morning will come. “Blessed the meek, for they shall inherit the earth”, Matthew 5: 5. God is going to fill the whole earth with these characteristics that are learned from Christ. He said, “I am meek and lowly in heart”, Matthew 11: 29. Moses had come to Him, he had learned from Him. The word is 

not of Him but from Him. There was Moses in the yoke, day by day, in these exercises, he had learned typically from Christ, and the man Moses was very meek. It is the feature that heaven comments upon. I wonder what features there are in you and me that heaven can comment upon? There is something formed through the work of God in the man Moses, something tangible that is pleasing to heaven. 

We have in Daniel another man in trying circumstances. There are quite a few references in the book to how Daniel was loved. How much heaven appreciated him and here he is in the sorrows of the testimony and we have heaven entering into it. In chapter 9 there is a man bearing the sorrows of the testimony. Daniel is going over the way breakdown has come in. 

He had no part in it but he does not say it was the fault of my fathers, he says, “we have sinned” (Daniel 9: 5). He takes upon himself the sorrows of the testimony and feels his part in them and heaven notices that. I would like to call attention to how heaven appreciates the prayers of the saints and the way that the saints carry things before God. It was almost too much for him, he said. The sorrow of it pressed upon his spirit and he was faint, he comes over that more than once but he heard the voice, “O Daniel, man greatly beloved”. God was calling attention to something there in him that made him attractive to heaven. Here again, it is like finding a hiding-place. He is finding a covert from the storm in the provision of divine grace. It says, “And he said unto me, Fear not, Daniel; for from the first day that thou didst set thy heart to understand, and to humble thyself before thy God, thy words were heard”. 

Thy words were heard! The words of a humble man, that is what the Spirit of God is calling attention to. He could have brought up many things. If ever there was a man who could have been feeling that he suffered wrongly, it was Daniel. He was brought there away from the circumstances in which he had lived, and he could have felt wrongly done by, but it says here that he humbled 

himself in the presence of the God that he knew. He felt how small he was, and that is how you get into the hiding-place. A proud man will never get in. Those two men in Luke went up to the temple to pray and one of them could not get in. He was too big for the mercy of God. 

His heart was so full of himself, there was no room for divine mercy. The other man found a hiding-place. He found a covert from the storm. Like that woman in Luke 7 to whom the Lord said, “Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace”, Luke 7: 50. What mattered Simon’s words, what mattered the cold indifference of that Pharisee? These were the words of Jesus, how sweet and soothing to her ears. It was like Daniel who humbled himself, and it says, “thy words were heard, and I am come because of thy words”. 

How do we come into these things? How do we understand? Well, read the book of Daniel. 

He was made to understand for his day and for a day yet to come. The book closes very beautifully. He is told about the whole history that is coming on the people of Israel; he is told about things that have not yet happened, but the divine word to him is, “But do thou go thy way until the end; and thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days”, Daniel 12: 13. There is a man who had been humble before God and sought to understand something of divine ways, and God put His hand upon him very gently, saying, Daniel, do not trouble yourself, I have it all in hand! He could not see how the breakdown would be adjusted, he could not see how, through the confusion, the work of God would go on. God very gently says, You just rest in my love, rest in the promises that I have made to you, “Fear not, man greatly beloved; peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. And as he was speaking with me I was strengthened”. That is what happens in the hiding-place, that is what happens as we are under the influence and grace of Christ, there is something divinely formed that can stand the breakdown, can go through the difficult periods of time. He is resting, not in his own strength, but in the 

strength and the grace of divine love towards him. May our hearts be strengthened as that of Daniel was. He was strengthened to go through the confusion as a man who has a direct link with heaven. That is what comes out in the book, the direct links that Daniel has with heaven. 

There is Michael, there are other angels; part of a great system of help to sustain Daniel in manhood through the circumstances in which he lived. 

I go on to David, the scriptures speak so beautifully about him, “I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who shall do all my will”, Acts 13: 22. Think of these men down through the history of time and God is speaking of having found David, “a man after my heart”. Especially when we are young, we have our heroes and Saul was the people’s choice; a man who was good at sport, you may say, who was head and shoulders above all the rest; a man who was hero-worshipped by the people but he did not do for God. God tried him for forty years and he was a failure. How patient God was, exposing man after the flesh, but it says that He found David. Where did He find him? I think the Psalms tell us. He found him in the sheepfolds (Psalm 78: 70), caring for the brethren. If they needed help, he was there ready to stand as a shepherd between them and the foe. God found a man who loved the brethren, who cared for others and was prepared to suffer in their stead, but that was not the prime thing about David. 

I wonder what you and I would have chosen to say was the great feature of David’s life. I suppose most of us would say, he slew Goliath, he did great exploits for the people. But David is called a man of God for one thing and that was for his music, the sweet psalmist of Israel! In Nehemiah, it speaks about that great choir as they went up on the wall, “with the musical instruments of David the man of God”, Nehemiah 12: 36. He instituted that great system of praise. How God loves to hear a praising people! How God loves to see what has been begotten in the hearts of the saints as liberated from all the bondage 

of Saul and the system that would hold people in poverty; by a man who has brought in liberty among the saints and introduced the great service of praise, the instruments of music. I wonder if you and I are among them; one of them tomorrow morning in the great service of praise? There is something stirred in the hearts of those instruments that David has made. 

They were largely instruments that required a good deal of skill and a good deal of practice to make them sound sweet. That is what David did, he had led the people, he had nourished them and brought in a system of praise. God is looking for men who are free from bondage. 

Maybe some bondage has come into our lives that causes us to be silent. These things are not unknown that cause us to be held in bondage and our harps hung on the willows. There is not the power to overcome to touch these strings and these chords that are so pleasing to heaven. 

Well, God found David. He must have been looking for such a man, as God is looking today for men after His own heart who will do all His will and introduce His people into the realm of peace and blessing. 

These men stand out in Scripture in all their own distinctiveness. The man that we read of in Luke was perhaps the most privileged man in the whole course of time, “behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon”. Perhaps he was not too well known in Jerusalem but heaven knew him very well, and as the Lord Jesus comes in unrecognised a man is there waiting for him, a man in Jerusalem. I wonder, dear brother or sister, are you ready to receive Him as He comes in? There was Simeon with his arms open and there was the child Jesus in his arms. Oh, what a privilege! The rest of them were too impatient, they were trying to sort out things themselves, but there was a man who was waiting. It says, “And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see the Lord’s Christ”. That was everything to him! He did not want any more. He had obviously read the Scriptures. That also made Daniel attractive to 

heaven. He understood by the books and it also says he understood by prayer. Heaven notices these simple things in the practical circumstances of our life; that we are not overwhelmed by what is around us, but seek to understand divine things by divine communications. That is what happened to Simeon here, it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit. He had simple links with the Spirit of God, and thus was able to receive fresh divine communications. The rest knew nothing about it, it was too simple, too small a matter for the priests and all that was around; but there was a man who was waiting and he says, “now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation”. He was satisfied in all that had come in in divine grace into his life, and he was ready to receive Him. Simeon was a man of little account in the city but he was waiting on the incoming of Jesus. I wonder if we are waiting for that, waiting for the Lord to come in, awaiting a touch from the Spirit that would set our hearts aglow as it did for Simeon and for Anna too. 

I read about Lydia so that the sisters would not put themselves out of this. We have been speaking about man as a race, but that includes women too. It says in Acts 16, there was a woman by name Lydia. There is room for all, young and old, to come into these matters and to be formed in something of divine grace. You may be quite inconspicuous in your town or at your work or wherever—but these persons that I have read of are very important to heaven. 

So heaven is looking on this woman. Lydia of whom it says, “who worshipped God, heard; whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul”. What a fine service this sister did at the introduction of a fine meeting in Philippi—a certain woman in whom something was formed through prayer, somewhat like Samuel’s mother who went on in prayer and brought in Samuel in a broken day when things were disregarded by the official element. So this certain woman, Lydia was noticeable to heaven and it 

says, “who worshipped God, heard; whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul”. I wonder if you would allow your heart to be opened to the things spoken by Paul? They are neglected and passed by today as being, ‘only Paul’. Lydia says, That is what I want; she wanted Paul’s ministry. These other things did not satisfy her. The Lord is ready to open our hearts, as we are interested. Peter says that Paul said many things hard to understand but here was a heart for them. Lydia would not understand it all but the Lord opened her heart. The Lord delicately touched the chords there to cause her to see that these were divine communications. This was not just some new theory of men. She has her house where Paul is received. So there is a house, and finally a locality where Christ is enthroned, where there is something formed of men and women in a very happy company in regard to the praise and service of God. 

May our hearts be encouraged, dear brethren, to lay ourselves out to come under the influence of divine grace; to be formed, each in our measure, by what God is doing in us. I raise the question, as the Lord says, “Do ye know what I have done to you?”, John 13: 12. Do not treat it lightly that He has sovereignly operated in new birth in your heart. He may have passed by millions, but He has done something to you. He has given to you of the Holy Spirit springing up into eternal life. Do not treat these things lightly. Why should it be me? Praise be to God, it was you and me whom He took up and did His own work in our hearts! The end in view is to form us in manhood, to form us in womanhood, to attend to the things spoken by Paul, that there may be something here for the praise and glory of Christ! May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Vancouver
8 July 2000 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 32:1-3 (JND) [1] Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment. [2] And a man shall be as a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the storm; as brooks of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land. [3] And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken;

Numbers 12:3 (JND) [3] But the man Moses was very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth.

Daniel 10:11-19 (JND) [11] And he said unto me, O Daniel, man greatly beloved, understand the words which I speak unto thee, and stand upright; for unto thee am I now sent. And as he spoke this word unto me, I stood trembling. [12] And he said unto me, Fear not, Daniel; for from the first day that thou didst set thy heart to understand, and to humble thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come because of thy words. [13] But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days; and behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia. [14] And I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people at the end of the days: for the vision is yet for [many] days. [15] And as he was speaking with me according to these words, I set my face toward the ground, and I became dumb. [16] And behold, one after the likeness of the sons of men touched my lips; and I opened my mouth and spoke, and said unto him that stood before me, My lord, by reason of the vision my pains are turned upon me, and I retain no strength. [17] And how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me, straightway there remaineth no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me. [18] Then there touched me again one like the appearance of a man, and he strengthened me; [19] and he said, Fear not, man greatly beloved; peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. And as he was speaking with me I was strengthened, and I said, Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened me.

Acts 13:21-22 (JND) [21] And then they asked for a king, and God gave to them Saul, son of Kis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, during forty years. [22] And having removed him he raised up to them David for king, of whom also bearing witness he said, I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who shall do all my will.

Luke 2:25-32 (JND) [25] And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and [the] Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see [the] Lord's Christ. [27] And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and as the parents brought in the child Jesus that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, [28] *he* received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, [31] which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

Acts 16:13-14 (JND) [13] And on the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where it was the custom for prayer to be, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had assembled. [14] And a certain woman, by name Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God, heard; whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul.

Isaiah 53:5 (JND) [5] But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed.

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Jeremiah 12:5 (JND) [5] If thou hast run with footmen, and they have wearied thee, how wilt thou then contend with horses? And if in a land of peace thou thinkest thyself in security, how wilt thou then do in the swelling of the Jordan?

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Isaiah 32 (JND) [1] Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment. [2] And a man shall be as a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the storm; as brooks of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land. [3] And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken; …

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 32 (JND) [1] Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment. [2] And a man shall be as a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the storm; as brooks of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land. [3] And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken; …

Psalms 90:1 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.} Lord, *thou* hast been our dwelling-place in all generations.

Numbers 12 (JND) [1] And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had taken; for he had taken a Cushite as wife. [2] And they said, Has Jehovah indeed spoken only to Moses? has he not spoken also to us? And Jehovah heard it. [3] But the man Moses was very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth. …

Isaiah 53:7 (JND) [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth.

Zephaniah 3:5 (JND) [5] The righteous Jehovah is in the midst of her: he doeth no wrong. Every morning doth he bring his judgment to light; it faileth not: but the unrighteous knoweth no shame.

Matthew 5:5 (JND) [5] Blessed the meek, for *they* shall inherit the earth.

Matthew 11:29 (JND) [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls;

Daniel 9:5 (JND) [5] we have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even turning aside from thy commandments and from thine ordinances.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Luke 7:50 (JND) [50] And he said to the woman, Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace.

Daniel 12:13 (JND) [13] But do thou go thy way until the end; and thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.

Acts 13:22 (JND) [22] And having removed him he raised up to them David for king, of whom also bearing witness he said, I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who shall do all my will.

Psalms 78:70 (JND) [70] And he chose David his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds:

Nehemiah 12:36 (JND) [36] and his brethren, Shemaiah, and Azareel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, and Judah, Hanani, with the musical instruments of David the man of God; and Ezra the scribe before them.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

John 13:12 (JND) [12] When therefore he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, having sat down again, he said to them, Do ye know what I have done to you?



THE NEED FOR A PERSONAL TRANSACTION WITH CHRIST

J. Wright 

Acts 26: 12–20; 2 Corinthians 4: 3–6 

Paul, as he stood before Agrippa, was not only an apostle but he was a Christian. He was not born a Christian, and no one has been born a Christian. You may have been born into a Christian household but you were not born a Christian. Persons have their religions today and some are born into the religion they have, but you can only become a Christian by having a transaction with Christ. If you have been brought up in the degradation of this world, or have been brought up in a Christian household, or have been brought up among the elite of this world, you can only become a Christian by having a transaction with Christ. Paul loved to speak about the transaction he had with Christ. It changed his whole life, it changed himself, it changed the man completely. Earlier in this address to Agrippa he spoke of what marked him before, and we might have thought that such a person was outside the reach of God as one who caused Christians to blaspheme. But no one is outside the reach of God. The gospel is for everyone. God’s thoughts are for all men. We do not preach Calvinism, that is that there are certain persons to be saved and certain persons to be lost. There will be persons lost but God’s desire is that you should be saved, indeed it is His desire that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. 

If you are not saved, dear friend, you cannot blame God for it. His desire is that you should be saved. He has done everything possible that you might be saved. You cannot be saved on your own merits, or by your own works, or by turning over a new leaf and trying to do better, but you must be saved. The Philippian jailor said, “Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved?”, Acts 16: 30. Have you ever had the exercise to be saved? Have you ever felt that you are a sinner before God, a hell-deserving sinner? You might say, I am not as bad as other men, I am not as bad as the drunkard, or the murderer; but you are a sinner, and I am a sinner. We know that, we have all gone our own way. We may not have gone as far as Saul of Tarsus went on his own way, but we have all gone on our own way. Every one has turned to his own way, “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way”, Isaiah 53: 6. Persons who say that are repentant persons. They say, “Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”. Who was that on whom the iniquity was laid? It was the Lord Jesus. I can say that He bore my sins in His own body on the tree. My sins will never ever come up again—thank God for that. Will your sins come up again? Will they come up at the great white throne? Will you be there? You might seek to cover them up, but God knows every one of them. Have they been borne by the Lord Jesus Christ? The work is available for you, and available for all, because the work that the Lord Jesus did at Calvary’s cross has satisfied God, and His righteous and holy claims. 

There is not only what He did for you and for me, but what He did for God. God has been propitiated. You might say, that is a long word, I do not understand it. It means that God’s righteous and holy claims have been fully met by the Lord Jesus Christ; they have been met for God’s satisfaction. We read about the passover lamb yesterday. It says, “when I see the blood, I will pass over you”, Exodus 12: 13. The work of Christ has fully satisfied God. He has glorified God in the work that He has done, and no one else could do that work but the Lord Jesus Christ. God has testified to His satisfaction in the work of the Lord Jesus Christ by raising Him from among the dead. He has been raised by the glory of the Father. Think of the work that He did on the cross in bearing the judgment of God in those three hours of darkness. He exhausted God’s judgment against sin and sins in those three hours of darkness on the cross, but 

the work was not finished. The judgment of God against sin was exhausted but the work of atonement was not completed. 

The Lord Jesus had to go into death because death lay upon you and upon me. He went into it vicariously. He went into it in power; He did not go into death in weakness but in power. It was the judgment of God against the sinner, “the wages of sin is death”, Romans 6: 23. The Lord Jesus Christ entered into death. He died. It is a wonderful fact that He did die. Think of who He is in the glory of His person and that He should die for you and for me. He died to glorify God, and His precious blood was shed. There could be no atonement for sin and sins unless the precious blood of Jesus had been shed to satisfy God’s righteous and holy claims. 

Then He went into the grave—that also was part of His vicarious work. Not only has the matter of sin and sins been met for those who believe, but it has been met to God’s glory and satisfaction. The sinner has been ended judicially in the cross of Christ! Think of man in his awfulness as exposed at the cross of Christ! Why was it a death of crucifixion—why such a death? It is the exposure of what man is, and that man was judicially terminated in the cross of Christ. The Lord Jesus went into the grave that that man might be put out of God’s sight for ever. Then He was raised from among the dead by the glory of the Father. Now He is at God’s right hand and the glory of God is shining in His face. 

Have you had a transaction with Him? Have you ever turned to Him and prayed to Him? 

Have you ever spoken to Him? He may have spoken to you many times. In Acts 26 Saul of Tarsus is recounting how the Lord spoke to him for the first time. There were things grating on Saul’s conscience. There may be things grating on your conscience—maybe you are resisting. You might not have done anything gross but maybe you have resisted His word. He would appeal to you again, “it is hard for thee to kick against goads”. It is hard for 

you to resist; it is a call of grace. It is a tender call from the Saviour from His heart. Think what He has done for you. He is feeling for you, if you are going on in sin and self-will and you are not happy. God knows how to provide for your happiness better than you or I could. 

Thank God He can make you supremely happy. The Christian is intended to be a happy person because God has made him happy. His happiness does not depend upon his circumstances—his happiness is involved in his link with a glorified Man at God’s right hand, a blessed Saviour, who has not only met his need but has satisfied and filled his heart. 

What a Saviour! He filled the heart of Saul of Tarsus, he turned him right round. He said, “I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun”—he saw the light and he heard the voice. 

I am sure that light above the brightness of the sun would have conveyed warmth to him, light but also warmth. I remember reading an article in Mr James Taylor’s ministry where he spoke of how, as a young man, he went into a gospel preaching in Paisley and felt the warmth of divine love towards him. It says in Job that your garments become warm (Job 37: 17). The light is not a repelling light, dear friend, it is intended to convey to you the warmth of divine love. The love that was expressed so fully at Calvary’s cross is conveyed to you by the Saviour as He speaks to you. It is a voice of warmth, a voice of love, but it is a solemn thing to reject it. Saul did not reject it. He said, “I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision”. He met with the help that came from God. He was turned round and he became a preacher of the gospel. 

No one can preach the gospel effectively unless they know Christ; no one can be a Christian and a testimony to Christ without a conscious living link with Him. I am not saying your path will be a path of roses for it was not for Saul of. Tarsus. The Lord said, “I will shew to him how much he must suffer for my name”, Acts 9: 16. 

It may be that we do not have the sufferings of the apostle but it is an honour to suffer for Christ. There were those who rejoiced that they suffered for the Name; they came under reproach. I speak feelingly because we do not like the reproach and may seek to evade it, but Peter says in his epistle, “If ye are reproached in the name of Christ, blessed are ye; for the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you”, 1 Peter 4: 14. The Spirit has a complacent rest in a person who is under reproach for Christ. If you are under reproach for Christ and confess His name, you get the support of the Lord and prove His power. You might say, I am a poor weak thing. So am I, we all are, but there is divine power available and Paul proved that. 

I want to speak of these things that he was told. The Lord says to him, “for this purpose have I appeared to thee, to appoint thee to be a servant and a witness both of what thou hast seen, and of what I shall appear to thee in, taking thee out from among the people, and the nations, to whom I send thee, to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God”. There is no middle course. Which course are you on tonight, dear friend? Are you in darkness or light? If the light from the glorious Saviour has not yet penetrated into your heart you are still in darkness. The light is shining round you. It shone round Paul and those with him, but it also shone in. As the light would shine in it will dispel the darkness. It will dispel any wrong thoughts you may have as to God, any wrong thoughts you have as to Christ, any wrong thoughts you have as to believers on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The light that comes in will change your thoughts completely. You will see things as they really are. 

Men are deceived today by all kinds of things. They are deceived by religion and by many other things. The light enables you to see things rightly, to see what you are in God’s sight as a sinner, but also to see the Saviour and the glory of God shining in His face. All 

that God is towards you is seen in the face of Jesus. He says, “to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God”. There is no middle course. You cannot be half and half, it is one thing or the other. If you are pursuing your own will you are under the power of Satan, and I tell you that he is no friend. Satan is no friend to you, he will not do you any good, he will deceive you into thinking you could be happy by going your own course. But you are under the power which Satan wields in this world, and you need to turn from the power of Satan to God. What a blessed thing it is to be under the sway of the blessed God. Paul could speak of the blessed God. He is a glorious God to know and to come under His sway. It is true blessing. 

Then it says, “that they may receive remission of sins”. What a great thing that is, to receive the remission of your sins. It is not a partial remission, it is a full and free remission. Then it says, and inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me”. There is an inheritance for you. How important it is to receive the Holy Spirit. You will never understand and appreciate what God has for you unless you receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. These things are for all men. They are not for a select few. In God’s mind they are for all. This inheritance is for you to enter into and enjoy, an “inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me”. It is a sanctified company who know and enjoy this inheritance. They have been delivered from the world and set apart for God. Do you know anything about this inheritance? It is there for you, dear friend, among persons sanctified by faith in Christ. If you have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and have received the gift of the Holy Spirit you can know and enjoy this inheritance. You may not understand the scope of it all at once but it is there for you. Go in for it and enjoy it and learn more of it, the inheritance that God has provided for you. 

I want to speak briefly of 2 Corinthians 4. Paul is speaking, “But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost”. There was no veil with Paul. There was no reason why persons should be lost because there was nothing to obscure the light shining through him. He says in the previous chapter that there was no veil on the face of the Lord Jesus. We look upon the Mediator with “unveiled face”. What a face to look upon, the face of the Mediator! 

He is the Mediator of the new covenant. He would bring home to your heart the disposition of God towards you. What would be conveyed in the glory of God shining in the face of Jesus is the disposition of God and the love of God towards you. 

There was nothing to cause a veil with Paul, but if the gospel is veiled, it has not yet reached into your conscience and your heart. Paul says here, “if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; in whom the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is the image of God, should not shine forth for them”. It is shining forth, you cannot stop it shining forth, but if you do not see the shining it is because you have not believed in the glad tidings and the god of this world has blinded your eyes. It is a serious thing. Do not remain there, do not remain among the lost. It is a solemn thing to remain among the lost. Then he says, “For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord; and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus’ 

sake”. Oh, we preach Christ Jesus Lord, but we would desire to be your bondmen. We would desire to serve you, dear friend. If you are in soul distress, in soul need, turn to the Lord Jesus Christ, but we desire to serve you. We are not here to get at you, we are here to serve you so that you might come into the full divine blessing. 

He says, “Because it is the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine”. What light has shone out of darkness; what light shone out of darkness at the 

cross, what darkness surrounded the cross. There was darkness over the whole face of the land, but what light shone at the cross. What light is shining in this dark world, for it is still a dark world. “Who has shone in our hearts”, not into our hearts. There was a shining in the heart of Paul, it shone in for a shining forth. Oh that we knew more of that. Oh that we were more a testimony to Christ, that the light is shining in for a shining forth in this dark world; that we might appear as lights in this crooked and perverted generation. It says, “who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”. That is wonderful knowledge, to know the glory of God as it is shining in the face of Jesus Christ. May it shine in our hearts, may our course be brighter here for Christ, and may we come into the inheritance that God has so richly provided for us, for the Lord’s name. 

Preaching at Manchester
17 September 2000 

 


Scripture references

Acts 26:12-20 (JND) [12] And when, [engaged] in this, I was journeying to Damascus, with authority and power from the chief priests, [13] at mid-day, on the way, I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven round about me and those who were journeying with me. [14] And, when we were all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? [it is] hard for thee to kick against goads. [15] And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, *I* am Jesus whom *thou* persecutest: [16] but rise up and stand on thy feet; for, for this purpose have I appeared to thee, to appoint thee to be a servant and a witness both of what thou hast seen, and of what I shall appear to thee in, [17] taking thee out from among the people, and the nations, to whom *I* send thee, [18] to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive remission of sins and inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me. [19] Whereupon, king Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision; [20] but have, first to those both in Damascus and Jerusalem, and to all the region of Judaea, and to the nations, announced that they should repent and turn to God, doing works worthy of repentance.

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 (JND) [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; [4] in whom the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is [the] image of God, should not shine forth [for them]. [5] For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus' sake. [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.

Acts 16:30 (JND) [30] And leading them out said, Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved?

Isaiah 53:6 (JND) [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Romans 6:23 (JND) [23] For the wages of sin [is] death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Acts 26 (JND) [1] And Agrippa said to Paul, It is permitted thee to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretching out his hand answered in his defence: [2] I count myself happy, king Agrippa, in having to answer to-day before thee concerning all of which I am accused by the Jews, [3] especially because thou art acquainted with all the customs and questions which are among the Jews; wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. …

Job 37:17 (JND) [17] How thy garments become warm when he quieteth the earth by the south wind?

Acts 9:16 (JND) [16] for *I* will shew to him how much he must suffer for my name.

1 Peter 4:14 (JND) [14] If ye are reproached in [the] name of Christ, blessed [are ye]; for the [Spirit] of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you: [on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified.]

2 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; …



UNSEEN AND HEAVENLY THINGS

P. Martin 

2 Corinthians 4: 15–18; John 3: 11–15 

Our brother’s word has encouraged me to read these scriptures as having been thinking of them a little in relation to the unseen things and heavenly things. The service of divine Persons is to help us in the circumstances in which we are at the present moment. Our brother has referred to our great High Priest. What a great High Priest we have! One great enough to pass through the heavens. Aaron could never have done that, but Jesus has done it. He has passed through them all. I think these passages may help us in the present juncture because there are things that are outside of this world that are more real than the things that are in it. 

We are 

passing through conditions of momentary and light affliction. There are many passing through pressure and it is working something while we look not at the things that are seen, but at those that are not seen. Dear brethren, it works while we look at the things that are unseen. You may say, How can we look at unseen things? but it is open to us to look at unseen things. The things that belong not to this creation, not to this scene, but to the scene where Christ is; the unseen things. Peter says as to the Lord Jesus, “whom, having not seen, ye love”, 1 Peter 1: 8. Unseen things are centred in a Man in the glory. 

We are living in a time when everything publicly is centred in what is seen; it has never been more so than in the affluent day in which we are. Men are living in earthly things. We are passing through conditions of the Lord’s own ordering in order to cause us to value the unseen things. It does not say, while we are looking, that might mean that we stop looking, but, “we look not at the things that are seen”. It is characteristic of the believer that he looks not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are unseen, the things that are centred in Christ where He is in another world. We often used to be taught, when I was younger, the things of that world are more real than the things of this world. I think as we go on a little we begin to prove how true that is. Now we look not at these things. The believer is turning his eye away from the things that mark the scene that has rejected Christ, and even the things that have been affected by the incoming of sin. Creation itself is affected by the incoming of sin. 

Believers are not finding their life in that, we look not at those things, we look at the things that are unseen, the things that are centred in a Man in the glory. I think the scripture in Genesis 24 helps us in relation to this because what the servant did was to give the things of his master to Rebecca. She was looking at those things while she was moving through the wilderness journey and eventually what filled her soul was the man who was coming to meet them—“she had said to the servant, Who is the man ... ?” (Genesis 24: 65). Isaac was a type of the heavenly Man. 

It may lead us on to chapter 3 of John, because the Lord Jesus is speaking of heavenly things. Christendom has centred its occupation with earthly things, it has become an earthly Christendom, because it has rejected the Man who is in the glory. I say rejected Him, He is not given the place or even the glory that He is worthy of. The Lord Jesus says to Nicodemus, 

“If I have said the earthly things to you”. He had said earthly things to Israel. What things they were! Great things that they had never heard before, but they were earthly things; but He was going to say heavenly things. You get the impression that the Lord Jesus was yearning to speak of heavenly things to His own, and He is doing that by the Spirit in the present day. He is speaking of heavenly things. He is speaking of the things centred in Himself, “Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man’s heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, but God has revealed to us by his Spirit”, 1 Corinthians 2: 9. Think of the heavenly things that have been opened up to us because the Lord Jesus is in glory and the Spirit is here. Dear brethren, the things that belong to our life are heavenly. 

Now the earthly things are not the occupation of our life. We have to live in this scene, we have to work out our responsibilities, we have to go to school, and we have to work, doing what is righteous in our business, but they are not our life. Our life centres in another world, in heavenly things, and the heavenly things are centred in Christ, and the Lord Jesus was going to open them up. He begins to speak of them to the disciples. Once you come to chapter 12 of John’s gospel the Lord Jesus begins to accustom the disciples to another world and He is doing that to the saints at the present time. He is speaking of heavenly things, not things that are centred upon the earth. The Lord Jesus will yet have to say to the earth, but it is not the centre of divine activity at the present moment. The Lord is occupying the saints with what is heavenly. He is saying, If I have said the earthly things and ye have not believed, what if I say the heavenly? 

Dear brethren, what if He says the heavenly tonight? What if He is speaking about the Man in the glory? What if He is speaking about our heavenly calling and the place we have in Christ? 

Made to sit down in the heavenlies in Christ. What if He is speaking of these things? Is it not to attract us away from the scene where He has been rejected? Indeed it is to cause us to live in the scene where He is. 

He drew those disciples from John 12 onward, He drew them away from the scene that was going to reject Him, and occupied them with the world in which He would be the centre, and caused that His own relation with the Father should be unfolded to them. How wondrous that is, His speaking of such things! He is speaking of the assembly which has its origin in heaven and is heavenly in character, and whose destiny is heavenly. We belong to that order of life, we do not belong to the life that has rejected Christ. How wondrous that we have a place in His affections! He says that in John, “In that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you”, John 14: 20. What wondrous things these are. You might say, Well, I understand little of it. I think it is to encourage us that in the Spirit’s day, we understand through the service of the Spirit; that the Lord Jesus has a place in the Father’s affections that is distinctive to Himself; and we have a place in His affections; and that He is to have a place in our affections because now we are associated with Him as out of death, of His own order, having the Spirit and linked with Himself in another world. He has a place in our affections that the disciples did not know, when the Lord Jesus was here and before the Spirit came. 

May the Lord encourage us, our occupation is not to be with what is proceeding upon the earth. Our life is hid with Christ in God, that is where our life is. As 

passing through tribulation down here and with our great High Priest strengthening us in the midst of it, it is working something. It is working a surpassing weight of glory; that is what is being worked out. You say, Out of these conditions, how can glory come out? That is what is working while we look not at the things that are seen. You may wonder sometimes how the saints will get through. Dear brethren, we look not at the things that are seen, we look at the unseen things. It affects the manner of life of the saints. We are moving through this scene as not belonging to it, moving as heavenly persons. We are moving here not characterised by matters that come up in the world, the changing standards of the world, we are characterised by what is unchanging. 

May, the Lord encourage us, dear brethren, these things are real for us; they do not just belong to one hour in the evening, they belong to the life of the believer—Christ who is our life. I feel searched by it that Christ is our life—that is He is our life as we are living to Him. 

He says in this gospel again, “because I live ye also shall live”; John 14: 19. As we are conscious of that we shall find that we move here in heavenly dignity in the world of moral degradation. May the Lord help us in it for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee
20 June 2000 

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 4:15-18 (JND) [15] For all things [are] for your sakes, that the grace abounding through the many may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God. [16] Wherefore we faint not; but if indeed our outward man is consumed, yet the inward is renewed day by day. [17] For our momentary [and] light affliction works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory; [18] while we look not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen; for the things that are seen [are] for a time, but those that are not seen eternal.

John 3:11-15 (JND) [11] Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that which we know, and we bear witness of that which we have seen, and ye receive not our witness. [12] If I have said the earthly things to you, and ye believe not, how, if I say the heavenly things to you, will ye believe? [13] And no one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven. [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up, [15] that every one who believes on him may [not perish, but] have life eternal.

1 Peter 1:8 (JND) [8] whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom [though] not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with [the] glory,

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Genesis 24:65 (JND) [65] And she had said to the servant, Who is the man that is walking in the fields to meet us? And the servant said, That is my master! Then she took the veil, and covered herself.

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 14:20 (JND) [20] In that day ye shall know that I [am] in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.

John 14:19 (JND) [19] Yet a little and the world sees me no longer; but ye see me; because I live ye also shall live.



EXTRACT

You may enquire, What does piety mean? It marks the believer normally as a characteristic state, and as working out it means simply that I bring God into my circumstances. He of course brings me into His; but piety is that I bring God into my circumstances, and the apostle says that this is profitable for everything. I do not suppose there is a merchant in the whole world who can say his particular commodity is profitable for everything, but here is something that is profitable for everything. The promise of the present life and the one to come, is the positive thing that underlies this exercise “unto piety”. I have the power for it; the muscle, as it were; the energy for this exercise that I should have piety. If there is something I have not brought God into, I can bring Him into it today. Are there things in my life that I cannot bring God into? The apostle is aiming at that state of things. He says, “Exercise thyself unto piety”. That means, I must see that God comes into all my matters. I am not going to enumerate the matters I have in mind. There are many; but the point is, exercise yourself as to piety including them all. That is, you are not indifferent. You are not drifting along like a fish without fins and scales. You are going against the pressure of the tide of evil in this world. 

You say, I want to bring God into whatever specially weighs upon me. As you get up in the morning and get ready for the day’s duties you say, Will God hear me now? Certainly. Pray while you are getting dressed. God is ready. God says, If you put a grain of wheat in the field, I will give that grain of wheat a body as it pleases Me; and why will God not look after the believer when He is doing his toilet in the morning? We are apt to get up and not be too happy in our spirits in the morning. The devil is apt to take advantage of us early. Bring God in. A little word of prayer when you get out of bed will raise your heart toward God. I have been greatly impressed by Nehemiah’s short prayer. He says to God, “Now therefore strengthen my hands”, Nehemiah 6: 9. 

“Exercise thyself unto piety”. That is what the apostle says. It is profitable for everything, having promise of the present life and that to come. As I have said, I cannot enumerate the things. Each of us can do it for himself. But the great thing is to keep God before you always and bring Him into whatever arises in your affairs. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 52, pp.339, 340) 
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Scripture references

Nehemiah 6:9 (JND) [9] For they all would have made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be slackened from the work, that it be not carried out. Now therefore strengthen my hands!
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