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THE VOICE OF THE LORD JESUS

J. A. Brown 

Matthew 11: 25–30; Psalm 36: 5–9; John 8: 12 

I would like to speak to you about the voice of the Lord Jesus. When the brethren in this city decided to have these meetings, they no doubt had in mind that we should hear in ministry what God might have to say to us at the present time. So it is no surprise that our brother has brought before us the matter of divine speaking. I have found it confirming as that is what I had been thinking about for this meeting. I was affected recently in thinking about the Lord Jesus before Pilate. He spoke about truth; He said—“Every one that is of the truth hears my voice”, John 18: 37. There has been a lot of speaking in these two days, a lot of scriptures read, a lot of very wonderful things said. Maybe some of you dear young folks at the back would say, ‘well, it has been hard to understand some of what has been said’. I can agree with you, I have found it so too, but Jesus is speaking. That is my simple thought, that the Lord Jesus is speaking, and I would ask you this question, have you heard His voice? He said to Pilate—“Every one that is of the truth hears my voice”. Pilate did not know what Jesus was speaking about. Do you? Have you ever heard the voice of Jesus? 

I have read in Matthew’s gospel this section which records the words of Jesus. The words of Jesus are here in the scripture for us, but they continue. Jesus would speak to you in meetings like this. You may not understand everything, but the Lord Jesus would speak to you in what is said in the scriptures that are read, or in some impression that you would get, because there is that which is flowing out from God, of His thoughts for you. He wants you to understand, and the speaker is Jesus. We had yesterday that scripture in Hebrews that God “at the end of these days has spoken to us in the person of the Son” (Hebrews 1: 2), and He is still doing it. Are you listening? Can you hear Him? You might say, ‘yesterday we spoke about very wonderful things and I could not understand them’. Do you want to listen? Are you interested in what Jesus is saying to you? Do you want to hear? Yesterday morning’s reading was about what divine Persons are saying to each other. There was a lot of truth in what was said, but there were three simple words said by a brother in the reading which in a certain way summed it up for me—desire before doctrine. We need the doctrine, for we cannot be guided by our own experience. Where would I end up if I was guided by my thoughts and by my experience? So we need the truth and the Lord Jesus is the One who is the Truth. He is the Truth, but then we have to hear His voice. How much do we want it? How much are we interested in these things of which we have been speaking? 

The Lord Jesus here was in a time of very great pressure. In Matthew 11: 20 it says, “Then began he to reproach the cities in which most of his works of power had taken place”. He had been to Capernaum; if you read Luke 4 you will see what He did there. He healed people, multitudes of sick were brought to Him in Capernaum and He healed them all. He did miracles there and here in verse 23. He has to say to Capernaum, “And thou, Capernaum, who hast been raised up to heaven, shalt be brought down even to hades. For if the works of power which have taken place in thee, had taken place in Sodom, it had remained until this day”. These people in Capernaum were not interested in Jesus. No doubt they were impressed by what He could do in healing the sick, but they had not listened to Him, they had not taken on what He was saying. How He felt the contempt and the reproach and the rejection of those to whom He had come. At that time of reproach, He lifts up His voice to the Father and He praises God. I think that is wonderful. There are three parts to what the Lord Jesus says here. First of all He speaks to the Father, He praises the Father. He is functioning here, you might say, as the Minister of the holy places; He is lifting His heart in responsive praise to the Father. He then speaks about the Father, and He brings in most wonderful truth. Some of the things that we have been speaking about in our readings these two days are summarised in verse 27—“no one knows the Son but the Father”. Then He speaks to those around Him who were burdened and weary. I know that this has been used often in the gospel, but it does not just have a gospel setting, it has an appeal to every heart here. Who has never felt burdened? Who is there of us that has never felt weary? But if we start from the point of view of our experience, we would start from the end of what Jesus says here. We would start from our experience and how much we need His help in that experience, but He starts by praising God. O dear brethren, whatever stage you are at in your experience with God, remember that the service of God, response to God, comes first. 

In John 4, the Lord Jesus had to do with a woman who was a sinner. She was a terrible sinner, and her moral condition was deplorable, but He speaks to her of living water and He speaks to her of the Father seeking worshippers. That is what the Father is seeking today. He wants you as a worshipper, He wants you responsive to Him in praise. So the Lord Jesus turns first to the Father, not to His own, and He praises the Father despite the pressure, despite the rejection that He had known. What beautiful words these are. “I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth”. We have been speaking about the Father in these meetings and here the Lord Jesus is speaking to the Father. We were speaking yesterday morning about these communications between divine Persons. The Son is speaking to the Father and He is praising Him for what He has done, for hiding these things. Dear brethren, what we have been speaking about in these two days together would be included in these things, “that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes”. You may say, ‘I do not understand much’. The brethren have been talking about the divine economy, they have been talking about the glory of the assembly, they have been talking about wisdom and revelation, and these things are hard to understand. Dear young friend, God will reveal them to you if you are interested. The Lord delights here in praising the Father and thanking Him that He “hast revealed them to babes”. It is what we were speaking about this afternoon as to the spirit of wisdom and revelation. If you want it, God will give it to you. If you are interested in these wonderful things that we have been speaking about, God will give them to you. You might say, ‘I am not knowledgeable about these things’. You do not need to be. In fact they have not been revealed to the wise and prudent of this world, they have been revealed to babes. Jesus was talking about His disciples. How old were these men? I suppose from what I have heard, that most of them were in their twenties. These men that He speaks about to whom God had revealed these wonderful things were the same age as you are. They were young and yet God had revealed these wonderful things to them. 

Dear brethren, these things are not beyond any of us because we have been given the Holy Spirit that we might enter into the enjoyment of them. “Yea, Father, for thus has it been wellpleasing in thy sight”. It is wonderful to see the glory of the truth that comes out in this compressed verse 27, “All things have been delivered to me by my Father”, (Matthew 11: 27). Now you could have a whole three-day meeting on that one sentence. I did not have in mind to speak about it, but I was affected by the glory of what has been given to the Lord Jesus. However, “no one knows the Son but the Father”. This would remind us of the deity of the One that we speak about, our Saviour. He is my Saviour and my Lord, the One that I know, the One that I trust. You can come to know Him in a fuller and deeper way every day of your life, but remember that He is God, that there is that to the Lord Jesus that none of us can ever understand. What we call inscrutability. I have felt a little sorry for some of you dear brethren for whom English is not your first language; we sometimes use words that are hard. But there is that about the Lord Jesus that cannot be known by the human mind; “no one knows the Son but the Father”. May we always hold in our minds the deity of Christ, and let us worship when we think of it. There are dear believers who talk about Jesus as their brother. We must always hold in our hearts and in our spirits the glory of His Person when we speak about our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. That little sentence, “no one knows the Son but the Father”, guards His deity. 

Then it says, “nor does any one know the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son may be pleased to reveal him”. That is what we have been speaking about in these meetings. Are we among those to whom the Son may be pleased to reveal the Father? This afternoon we were speaking about the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him. What a wonderful thing it is. What Peter got in Matthew 16 was on that principle. Although that experience was special to Peter, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16: 16), in principle every believer in the Lord Jesus can have an experience like that; something given to you by the Father, some insight that you get in your soul of Christ in relation to a living system. The Father would love to tell you more about Him. Dear friend, these are wonderful truths. They keep us right in our thinking about divine Persons. We must start with Them, we cannot start with what we might think. We must start with what the Father thinks, we must start with what Jesus would say to us about the Father. What a wonderful glory there is about the truth, “Every one that is of the truth hears my voice”. 

So now it becomes experience to us—“Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”. This has been used often in the gospel and no doubt Jesus was speaking to those around Him, many of whom would be encumbered by the burden of sin. I trust there is nobody here who is still loaded with the burden of sin. Come to Jesus now! I know this is not the gospel preaching but how can I pass such a statement without pleading with you that if you are still burdened by your sins, come to Jesus now. Know the blessedness of what it is to put your faith in that blessed One and in His work and know what it is to be justified. Romans 5 starts—“Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God”. What a wonderful thing it is to know that all these sins of mine, so many that I have forgotten most of them, have been taken away. My burden was taken away in the death and in the burial and in the resurrection of Jesus, and in the shedding of His precious blood. Then there are burdens that as believers we carry, burdens of ill health, assembly sorrows, family sorrows. Jesus would say this—“Come to me”. We sang 

‘I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

Come unto Me and rest’ (Hymn 248) 

That is an interesting hymn. The first half of each verse is the words of Jesus and the second half of each verse is the response in experience of the hymn writer, 

‘I came to Jesus as I was, 

Weary and worn and sad; 

I found in Him a resting-place’. 

That is not truth exactly, that is experience. Is it your experience? Have you answered to the voice of Jesus in the gospel first of all? But then Jesus is speaking to you all the time. He would speak to you in this meeting; He would speak to me in this meeting. The Lord Jesus in His grace and in His patience is speaking all the time. What a wonderful statement this is, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”. It is the peace that you get when you know your sins forgiven, but it is more than that. It is more than the taking away of the burden of guilt, it is more than divine sympathy. “I will give you rest”— that rest that He has, He would give to you. What a wonderful thing that is. The Lord Jesus when here, even when under the greatest pressure in Gethsemane, was restful. 

There is a lovely statement in Mr. Darby’s ministry that Jesus entered into all the darkness and the wrath of God; but before He went out of the world He had passed through it all, and went out in perfect quiet (JND CW Vol. 21, p.171). He knows what pressure is, He knows what burdens are, and He would give us that rest if we come to Him, if we answer to His voice, “Take my yoke upon you”. You might say, ‘my sins are gone’. That is wonderful, but to get this rest, your will has to go; the “my yoke” is submission to the will of the Father— another will. You might say ‘my sins are gone, my future destiny is secure, I can do what I like, I can go where I like’. Dear friend, if you think that, Jesus would say to you tonight, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart”. I thank God for everyone in this room who knows the Lord Jesus as their Saviour and wants that relationship with Him to be the core of their life. That is wonderful, but Jesus would say to you tonight “Take my yoke upon you”, the yoke of submission to the will of Another. Jesus perfectly exemplified that. What a wonderful model He is for us, “I am meek and lowly in heart”. These are the words of Jesus. They are not only words that were said two thousand years ago and written down, but they would appeal to us now in the freshness and living power of the One who is still speaking. He would speak to you, so that “ye shall find rest to your souls”. There is nothing like that, the rest that you get there in the presence of God. What a wonderful thing it is to experience that. I want to appeal to you, dear brethren, to experience Christianity. It is not just a system of doctrine, it is not just something that old men like those of us on this platform talk about. It is experience! It matters that you experience these things, but you have to come to that experience through the blessedness of what Jesus has revealed of the Father, “my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”. I thought of Psalm 36 as an Old Testament setting out of what I have been saying. The psalmist here has come to it that God’s “loving-kindness is in the heavens, and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds”. These are high and exalted thoughts. God is there, and His faithfulness, His righteousness and His loving-kindness are exalted. These are what we call attributes of God, ways in which He is known. The Psalms set out the experience of the one who wrote them; in this one it is David. Then there is a fourth attribute which comes in verse 6, “thy judgments are a great deep” (Psalm 36: 6). All of these attributes, to use that word, all of these ways in which God is known were seen fully at the cross of Jesus, the “great deep”. Think of what that means, that all that God was, was seen there at the cross in the death of Jesus. We cannot measure that great deep, but there the divine judgment was known, “a great deep”. These are things that should affect us in our experience, as we think about the way that Jesus went into that great deep, so that there might be an answer to the heart of the Father. There is an answer; verse 7 says—“How precious is thy loving-kindness”. Do you find the love of God precious to you? You might know that God is love; John’s epistle tells us that “God is love”, 1 John 4: 16. That is a statement of truth, and from it we can say that God’s nature is love. Do you believe that? And then do you know the love of God shed abroad in your heart by the Holy Spirit? That is what Romans 5 brings us into. You are justified, no more conscience of sin, you have peace towards God. 

Then there are tribulations, “tribulation works endurance; and endurance experience; and experience, hope”, and then you get through to the Spirit shedding abroad the love of God in your heart. Have you ever had that experience? Have you ever knelt down in your bedroom and spoken to God and felt a sense of the love of God filling you heart? It is an experience, dear friend, that is very wonderful, and the psalmist has obviously had it, “How precious is thy loving-kindness, O God! So the sons of men take refuge under the shadow of thy wings”. That reminded me of Matthew 11, “Come unto me”. What protection is there, what mercy is there, what can we learn there of the blessed One, the Lord Jesus, who is meek and lowly in heart. 

All that I have said so far is individual because you must start with individual experience with God so that when you listen, you hear Jesus speaking to you, because He is speaking to you. He has spoken to me in these meetings. He may have said something to you that is different to what He has said to me. I can say that some of the things that have been said have tested me, and some of them have uplifted me. Some of them I have not understood and I am going to go away after this weekend and find out more about them. Dear friend, there must be an answer to divine speaking. It has to be first of all on an individual basis, but then we are brought into what we have been enjoying in our time together this weekend, “They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house”. This is what God has in his mind for every believer in the Lord Jesus; I think this refers to the excellence of what we enjoy as we are together. What a wonderful thing it is, that we can be abundantly satisfied with all the richness that God has in His mind for us. How much do you want it? I tell you, there is nowhere else that you will find satisfaction. I do not only tell you that because I have heard older brethren say it since as long as I can remember, I tell you it because I have proved it. There is no other way of finding satisfaction but in the presence of Christ and in the presence of those who love Him. Stay there, in what the psalmist speaks of here as “thy house”. It is not a physical building; it is an area of safety where God is operating, where light is shining. It goes on to speak about that at the end of the next verse, that there is something there that is available as divine provision. What food it is! We spoke yesterday in a way that stimulated me and challenged me too. Are we feeding on what God is feeding on, on the Lord Jesus, that blessed Man, the bread of God come down out of heaven? What a wonderful source of satisfaction He is as a Person. Everything that we have is in this blessed Person, our Lord Jesus. Then there is “the river of thy pleasures” as the psalmist says. It is a wonderful verse that we sang together this morning, 

‘The Comforter, now present,

Assures us of thy love; 

He is the blesséd Earnest 

Of glory there above; 

The river of God’s pleasure 

Is what sustains us now, 

Till Thy new Name’s imprinted 

On every sinless brow’. (Hymn 56) 

“Thou wilt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures”; that is what we have been doing these two days. Do you like what God likes? I was almost startled to read that in Mr. Darby’s ministry last week. We often think of how complicated Mr. Darby’s ministry can be, but he said something so simple that a five-year-old in this room could understand it. Mr Darby said, ‘We must like what God likes’ (JND CW Vol. 21, p.192). Well, here is the river of God’s pleasures, something that flows out from Him, and we get a taste for it. Once you get a taste for it, you realise that there is more and more and more available. O may we just get a taste for what is flowing out in the river of God’s pleasures. It involves the Holy Spirit; what is flowing. We find it in our meetings. We go out on a Tuesday evening, and the river of God is full of water, then we go out on a Thursday evening, and the river of God is full of water. There is nothing like it. “For with thee is the fountain of life”, God is the source of all that we enjoy. He “is the fountain of life—in thy light shall we see light”. 

Well I think, dear brethren, that we have had something of that experience. There has been a lot of exalted things said, a lot of remarks have been made, maybe difficult to understand, but there is life and light in it. I can assure you of that, and it is a wonderful thing just to enjoy it, “in thy light shall we see light”. That takes me to the words of the Lord Jesus Himself, “I am the light of the world”. I was partly thinking of this in relation to the hymn that we sang as to the Lord Jesus saying “I am the light of the world”. We sang, 

‘I heard the voice of Jesus say, I am this dark world’s Light ...  

I looked to Jesus, and I found 

In Him my Star, my Sun’ (Hymn 248) 

Again I ask you, have you found Jesus to be the light for your pathway? It says here—“I am the light of the world; he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life”. He is walking and you are moving with Him. You are as it were in that yoke with Him, for the yoke has in mind movement. Jesus is moving, and as moving with Him we walk in the light. We walk in the light as God is in the light. Sometimes dear brethren, we think of the truth of fellowship as very difficult. There are practical tests in it, I quite agree, but in essence the truth of fellowship is very simple. I thank God that I can say that I can walk in fellowship with every true believer in this world with one condition, only one, “if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another”, 1 John 1: 7. That is the Christian “we”. I know the tests that come in, I know the sorrows that come as to working that out, but let us be exercised to “walk in the light as he is in the light” and walk alongside this One who says “I am the light of the world; he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life”. 

These are very simple thoughts, dear brethren, and I just leave them with you. Especially I would appeal to those who might have found the ministry this weekend difficult to understand. I found it difficult to understand, but Jesus is speaking to you in all that has been said. Try to remember some of the things that you have heard. Desire before doctrine; want it and you will get it; do you like what God likes? These are practical experiences. We must have the truth to guide us, we need the Lord Jesus to guide us, to walk in this wonderful light because He is still the Light of the world. Of course, He said it as being here literally, but that light is shining now and with the help of the Holy Spirit we can walk in it. May we just be encouraged to prove that what God says He is able to deliver. He makes promises to you, He makes guarantees. I am not going to go into them all but God is well able to do what He says He will do. The Lord Jesus is available as the Light of the world. May we always remember to put God first and to have in our hearts the need to praise Him, the need to be in a fit state to respond to the heart of God because that is what God wants; “the Father seeks such as his worshippers”, John 4: 23. May He bless the word, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee, Scotland
7 April 2012 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 11:25-30 (JND) [25] At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes. [26] Yea, Father, for thus has it been well-pleasing in thy sight. [27] All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son but the Father, nor does any one know the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son may be pleased to reveal [him]. [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; [30] for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Psalms 36:5-9 (JND) [5] Jehovah, thy loving-kindness is in the heavens, and thy faithfulness [reacheth] unto the clouds. [6] Thy righteousness is like the high mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: thou, Jehovah, preservest man and beast. [7] How precious is thy loving-kindness, O God! So the sons of men take refuge under the shadow of thy wings. [8] They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou wilt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures. [9] For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light.

John 8:12 (JND) [12] Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the world; he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

John 18:37 (JND) [37] Pilate therefore said to him, Thou art then a king? Jesus answered, Thou sayest [it], that I am a king. I have been born for this, and for this I have come into the world, that I might bear witness to the truth. Every one that is of the truth hears my voice.

Hebrews 1:2 (JND) [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

Matthew 11:20 (JND) [20] Then began he to reproach the cities in which most of his works of power had taken place, because they had not repented.

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Matthew 11:27 (JND) [27] All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son but the Father, nor does any one know the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son may be pleased to reveal [him].

Matthew 16 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and Sadducees, coming to [him], asked him, tempting [him], to shew them a sign out of heaven. [2] But he answering said to them, When evening is come, ye say, Fine weather, for the sky is red; [3] and in the morning, A storm to-day, for the sky is red [and] lowering; ye know [how] to discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot the signs of the times. …

Matthew 16:16 (JND) [16] And Simon Peter answering said, *Thou* art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Psalms 36 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. [A Psalm] of the servant of Jehovah; of David.} The transgression of the wicked uttereth within my heart, There is no fear of God before his eyes. [2] For he flattereth himself in his own eyes, [even] when his iniquity is found to be hateful. [3] The words of his mouth are wickedness and deceit: he hath left off to be wise, to do good. …

Psalms 36:6 (JND) [6] Thy righteousness is like the high mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: thou, Jehovah, preservest man and beast.

1 John 4:16 (JND) [16] And *we* have known and have believed the love which God has to us. God is love, and he that abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

John 4:23 (JND) [23] But [the] hour is coming and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for also the Father seeks such as his worshippers.



GOD’S WORD TO BEHOLD CHRIST

A. Martin 

Isaiah 42: 1; 28: 16 

We started the day, those of us who met in this room, with the word ‘Behold’, taken from the words uttered by a wretched, sinful man, not really knowing what he said, “Behold the man!”, John 19: 6. That is what God is saying in the gospel—“Behold the man!”, God’s Man! Pilate did not know what he was saying, he did not realise the full implication of it. He knew that there was One there in whom he could find no fault. He knew there was One there who was completely different from any other man. He said “Behold the man!” Every other man set aside, every other man found guilty, every other man found to be a sinner, and Pilate said, “Behold the man!” What an echo those words find in our hearts. I wonder if every one of us here has seen Him, has had that view of Him. Have you taken account of Him? “Behold the man!” There He is, all that God had ever sought in a man, was there, the Man, coming short in no feature whatsoever. Every one of us has come short. We are all sinners, we have all come short of the glory of God. There was one Man here upon this earth who could say in truth and absoluteness, “I have glorified thee on the earth” (John 17: 4), the very sphere where every one of us has come short of the glory of God. Not only did he not come short of the glory, but He glorified God here. Behold Him! See Him in all His distinctiveness, in all His uniqueness and God would say, ‘take account of Him’. 

God would appeal to you now in the gospel to take account of the Man, the Man Christ Jesus. God is above all, we are creatures; we have come short of the glory, we are sinful creatures here, and we have to do with a God who is holy and He is above all. How can we have to do with Him?—“For God is one, and the mediator of God and men one, the man Christ Jesus”, 1 Timothy 2: 5. He would say ‘Behold the Man!’, the Man Christ Jesus. They might have said, ‘What sort of a Man is He?’, what sort of a Man is He that is being delivered up, that is being cast out by His own people, what kind of a Man would be rejected by His own people’? Ah, beloved, the Man of God’s choice, the Man of God’s providing. Found here as a real Man, the manhood of Jesus was real. We know what He is in His Person and that remains unchanged and He never ceases to be that. What He is in His own Person is eternal and ever has been and remains unchanged. But He came into manhood’s condition. He came into your condition and mine, sin apart, He came into this very scene in which we are. Why?—in order that He should take upon Himself everything which lay upon you and which lay upon me. Ah, beloved, you think of Him, coming in to fulfil the will of God, to make God known, to establish everything that was in God’s heart, and He came in, beloved, as we were saying in the reading, he took a bondman’s form. And so God says, “Behold my servant”, behold Him, just look upon Him. 

In one sense we have the account of the gospels, and you can go through them and you can wonder at them, you can marvel at the glorious perfections of God’s servant and Isaiah takes it up from a couple of chapters before this chapter, right to the end of the book. The theme of Isaiah is God’s servant, and He is saying, “Behold my servant whom I uphold”, who could He uphold? Only One, beloved, who glorified Him, only One who was perfect in every respect and answered to His holy mind and heart. God would uphold Him, He would say, ‘there is no Man like this’; you think of God saying, “Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect in whom my soul delighteth!” When did God say that? Ah, beloved, I think the Lord Jesus was conscious of it every day of those thirty-three and a half years. He was conscious of the delight of His Father. He was conscious that He was the One whom God upheld and in whom His soul delighted. You think of that extraordinary expression of God’s, “in whom my soul delighteth!” You think of God speaking in that way, “my soul”. You have to be careful what you say, but the soul conveys to us the deepest feelings, and God’s deepest feelings in relation to Christ were delight, the One “in whom my soul delighteth!” 

He said that at His baptism, when that holy One came and identified Himself with a repentant people upon the earth. He could not repent; there was nothing in Him to repent of. He could not repent, Himself, but He identified Himself with them. What grace! What lowliness! John the baptist “urgently forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptised of thee; and comest thou to me?” and the Lord in wonderful grace said, “Suffer it now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness”, Matthew 3: 14, 15. He links the baptist with Himself, John the baptist was conscious that Jesus was a Man of a different order, and yet He linked him with Himself, “Suffer it now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffers him”, and the word came out from glory—“This is my beloved Son”, greater than the servant, the Son, the same blessed One, He came as a servant, He came to fulfil God’s will; His will should have been that of God’s servants, they were taken up to serve God and they failed, but Christ came in, He took up everything where Israel had failed, and He glorified God in doing it. 

God said, ‘Behold Him, just look at Him, look at the Man that I have before me’ and He said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matthew 3: 17. Ah, beloved, what pleasure He found, what pleasure was in the heart of God as that precious One, that holy One, moved amongst men, taking up everything which lay upon men. Matthew tells us that in His works of power, it was the fulfilment of this very prophet, he said, “Himself took our infirmities and bore our diseases”, Matthew 8: 17. You think of Him even bearing the infirmities of people, He bore them in His spirit, He moved about, He saw all the havoc that Satan had done, all the effects of sin upon men. You think of how it moved Him at various times; we read about it in the gospels, He felt it as none other has ever felt it, He was never hardened by sin. He was never tempted in the sense of having to resist the desire to do what was wrong as we may be tempted. There are times when we know what is right, and we do that, but we feel something in us that would like to do what is wrong, but the Lord Jesus never had that. No, He was perfect in every respect, perfectly in accord with the will of God. He had a will of His own, yes, but that will was perfectly in accord with the will of God, and everything He did was not because it was His will, but because it was the will of God. 

Absolute perfection in a Man; wonderful! No wonder God can say, ‘Behold Him’, let us take account of Him, “Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect in whom my soul delighteth!”, think of the pleasure of God resting without qualification upon one Man. Nothing needed adjustment, without qualification, God’s deep pleasure rested upon one glorious Man. What are the effects of that? The effect of that to me, is to bring home how bad a sinner I am, how far away I am from God, how short I come of the glory of God. I see the perfection of Jesus and I realise that there is a Man of another order, and I realise that I am not like that; naturally I am not like that. The Lord Jesus came even to address that, He came to take away the order of man that gives offence to God. He came to address the very principle that came in between man and God; He came to take up the whole question of sin and sins. He took it all up Himself. You think of what that meant to Him. What did it mean? Who can measure that? We cannot tell. It was love, ‘unbounded love to us’ (Hymn 155), the hymn writer says. Let us just glory in the love of Jesus, let us glory in the perfection of that manhood, as we see Him taking those paths in perfect obedience to His Father. 

I believe particularly it was obedience at the end, obedience that was coloured by His love for His God and Father, because throughout the life of Jesus the will of God was His pleasure, it was His joy to fulfil it; but there came a time when the will of God was such that it involved that which was not His pleasure. Nevertheless, in perfect, unquestioning obedience He went through, and He said “not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22: 42. What wonderful obedience, that at that dreadful time. He could say “not my will, but thine be done”. He proceeded, accepting everything from God. He went forward, all that lay before Him He did not take from Satan, He did not take it from men, He did not take it from Judas, He did not take it from Pilate, He did not take it from the chief priests. No, He took it all from God, it was from the hand of God, it was His will and He accepted it in absolute perfection; and there He glorified God in the acceptance of it. 

There lifted up upon that cross, that terrible cross, for these three awful hours He addressed the whole question of sin and sins. He answered to God in respect of that whole question that had stood out as an affront to God; it was an affront to God, and make no mistake about it that sin is an affront to God, it offends God. Sometimes we see somebody do something wrong and we may say ‘oh dear, that is not right’, but sin is an affront to God. It is totally offensive to Him and it is entirely contrary to His nature, and God’s terrible judgment must come upon sin. It came on the holy, sinless One there upon the cross, lifted up out of the earth. He could not die upon the earth, no, that was the sphere where He had glorified God. He was lifted up out of the earth, and there, upon that cross, He bore the whole judgment of God, bore it in its entirety. That awful wrath of God against sin was spent there upon the cross. Wonderful thing to think of, that upon those three hours the whole of time and eternity hangs. Everything hangs upon those three hours. How do you stand in relation to those three hours? Have you seen Him there, have you had a view of the One there upon the cross? 

We may all know the picture, but have you, in the depth of your soul, in the secret of your own room, have you actually got before God and seen the One who was there, hanging upon that cross and accepted it in the faith of your soul, that He was there for you? That is what I deserved, the judgment of God, because I am a sinner, and every one of us has come under that same penalty. I can tell you now that He took that place for me, and although I know that I am a sinner, I can glory in it because I know that there is One who has dealt with the whole matter. I will even take my place with the apostle Paul, and say that I can “boast ... in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ”, Galatians 6: 14. Have you all, it does not matter how old or young you are, taken your place there at the cross of Christ saying, ‘He was there for me’. Put your faith in Him. When you have to do with Him, you have that conviction of soul and you repent; you have to repent, you have to come to it that you are a sinner, and you deserve nothing but the judgment of God, but there is One who has made a way through for you by bearing the penalty of your sins Himself. You repent, and you come to it that that burden which had begun to feel so heavy and so impossible to remove, you find that burden has gone because there is One who has taken it away. You feel like that one, in that book of old, who was there at the cross, and his heart gave a leap of joy, and he said, ‘blessed cross, blessed sepulchre, yea blessed rather be the One who was put to shame for me’ (John Bunyan). 

You feel the relief because of the fact the Lord Jesus has done that work and the sins have been taken away. How can it be? It is by faith. You have to come to it, my friend, you have to come to it yourself, that you need a Saviour, you need a Saviour. Dear friend, you are a sinner, you know that you are a sinner; you know that you are going to have to answer to God, you know it, and there is a way that has been made through. Do not leave it, do not put the day off, do not think that will do for another day. It will not. You need to know what it is to have to do with the Lord for yourself. God says, “Behold my servant whom I uphold”. There is the One who has taken up everything for God. He has borne the whole judgment of sin and sins, and He laid down His life and He shed His precious blood. Wonderful thing that there in the blood of Jesus, we see the basis on which everything has been secured, because God looks at the blood and God is satisfied. How do I know that God is satisfied? Because He raised Him from the dead, He exalted Him, He established Him at His own right hand. You think of God’s joy in Christ, and He would say, ‘behold Him now, look at Him now, He is at my right hand’. He is the One who has been established there and I am presenting Him to you tonight as a Prince and a Saviour, and upon Him is the basis on which all your blessing hangs. 

Jehovah says, ‘I have this as a basis, as a foundation’; the world has rejected Him, God has established Him. He has become the Corner-stone. That is what we sang, ‘Thou, the rejected Corner-stone!’ (Hymn 322). He is the point of reference for everything which is going to be for God eternally, and the word is “Behold, I lay for foundation in Zion a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation”. God says ‘that One provides the basis for everything I have’. God is able to come out in sovereign mercy because of the work of Jesus, “I lay for foundation in Zion”, it is the foundation there, and it is in Zion. God is able in sovereign mercy now to come out to every man, woman and child in the world, and He would say, Christ is the foundation of it all, the basis of it all, “I lay for foundation in Zion a stone, a tried stone”. I like that word; “a tried stone”, it does not come through to the New Testament where this scripture is quoted. He was tried, He was tested in every respect, He was never found wanting, a tried and proven stone, and God says, “I lay for foundation in Zion a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone”. 

You do not think of preciousness generally when you think of the corner-stone of a building. No, but you do with a heavenly building, with a spiritual building. That holy city is marked by preciousness, and everything that God has secured is precious to Him; there is One who is the beginning of it all, and He is the precious Corner-stone. Whichever aspect you look at the building, you see the Corner-stone. If you look at the front or you look at the side, the corner is there and God says, ‘He is the One I am presenting to you’. He says, “Behold, I lay for foundation in Zion a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation”. Is He your foundation? You may even know the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, and yet still try to build on other foundations. I know what I am talking about, and what you will find is that it will not work and whatever else you build on, it will collapse. I can tell you too, that it will cause you greater grief, and it will cause you to feel that you wish that you had never tried, that you wished you had just been satisfied with Jesus right from the outset. The Holy Spirit would help us in this. He would help us to keep Christ before us. God is saying “Behold my servant”, ‘behold the Man’, and the Holy Spirit having been sent down from an ascended Christ. He would help us to keep our eye on that blessed One, keep our eye on Him. We will find beloved, that as we keep our eye on Him, and are sustained in the power of the Holy Spirit, even the temptations of the world will change, 

‘Turn your eyes upon Jesus 

Look full in His wonderful face 

And the things of earth will go strangely dim 

In the light of His glory and grace’ (Helen H. Lemmel, 1922) 

Keep your eye on Him, ‘he that trusteth’. Well, we have trusted in Him, have we not, for our sins? Supposing He leaves us here a little longer, suppose Monday morning, I do not know what temptations I am going to face if I am left here any longer. What I can tell you is that I can always look back and I can see the One who has kept me until now, I can see the One who shepherded me, even when I wanted to go astray. He shepherded me and I know that I can safely trust in Him. I know that whatever comes up tomorrow, if we are left here, whatever time we have left to us, I know that there is One in whom I can trust, and “he that trusteth shall not make haste”, or as the footnote says in other words ‘shall not hasten with fear’, there is no fear needed for the believer. Who knows what time we have left? I have been reading letters of a young sister who lived in the nineteenth century. Lady Powerscourt, she was a young lady when she was only thirty-six years old when she died, and in one of her letters she says, 

‘No yesterday but the cross of Jesus, No tomorrow but glory, No today, but Christ’. 

Is that your experience as a believer? ‘No yesterday but the cross’, everything has been dealt with at the cross. ‘No tomorrow but glory’, that is what is before us, immediately before us, is it not? ‘No today, but Christ’. Christ should be everything to us and God would say, “Behold my servant”, ‘Behold the Man’! Is He everything to us? That is my simple message. May the Lord bless the word. 

Preaching at Glasgow
March 2011 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 42:1 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations.

Isaiah 28:16 (JND) [16] Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold, I lay for foundation in Zion a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation: he that trusteth shall not make haste.

John 19:6 (JND) [6] When therefore the chief priests and the officers saw him they cried out saying, Crucify, crucify [him]. Pilate says to them, Take him ye and crucify [him], for I find no fault in him.

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

1 Timothy 2:5 (JND) [5] For God is one, and [the] mediator of God and men one, [the] man Christ Jesus,

Matthew 3:14-15 (JND) [14] but John urgently forbad him, saying, *I* have need to be baptised of thee; and comest *thou* to me? [15] But Jesus answering said to him, Suffer [it] now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffers him.

Matthew 3:17 (JND) [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight.

Matthew 8:17 (JND) [17] so that that should be fulfilled which was spoken through Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities and bore our diseases.

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

Galatians 6:14 (JND) [14] But far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom [the] world is crucified to me, and I to the world.



THE OPERATIONS OF THE FATHER AND THE SPIRIT IN RELATION TO THE LORD JESUS

D. C. Brown 

Luke 3: 21, 22

Perhaps we will look at other scriptures, but we were impressed on Lord’s day by the operations of the Father and of the Spirit in relation to the Lord Jesus. How wonderful that two glorious divine Persons should, in their different ways, according to the way in which They have come out and taken Their place in the economy, as we refer to it, and the arrangements in divine love, each has acted in relation to the Lord Jesus. I suppose this may be the first time we distinctly and publicly see it, that the Lord Jesus, having completed these thirty years of perfection, the Father and the Spirit are acting together in this sign of divine approval of this glorious Person before He takes up His public service. How wonderful that one divine Person should serve another, and how we see it has characterised Them. Of course, we see the Lord Jesus predominantly as the One who has served; but the Holy Spirit was prepared here to descend, take His place, signify the distinctiveness of that Person, and at the same time the Father would act to set Him out in the distinctiveness and glory that He had—“Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”. How wonderful that this one Man was glorified as the subject of the operations of the Father and of the Spirit! 

So we have a life, a pathway, that followed on that kind of line, and we come to the fact that when it was a matter of the Lord Jesus going to the cross, both the Father and the Spirit were engaged so that He would take His place. We see it in Luke 22—“having knelt down he prayed, saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me—but then, not my will, but thine be done” (Luke 22: 41, 42). But also, as Hebrews brings it in, this is One whose offering was “by the eternal Spirit”—“how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God” (Hebrews 9: 14). The One who took up that wonderful action in going to the cross did so in relation to the Father, accepting the cup from the Father’s hand, but not only that. He did it as “by the eternal Spirit”, offering “himself spotless to God”. How wonderful that the Lord Jesus in going that way, that way for us, that way for the securing of the purpose of God, set Himself, in relation to the Father, accepting the cup from His hand, and set Himself in relation to the Spirit by offering Himself “by the eternal Spirit”! 

When it comes even to the resurrection, there is the glorious fact that the Lord Jesus was raised by the glory of the Father. Romans 6 refers to that—“even as Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father” (Romans 6: 4). What rights the Lord Jesus had, what distinctiveness there was in His right to raise Himself, but the Father was there, the Father was engaged that Christ should be raised with a fresh and distinctive sign of the Father’s approval. 

But then Peter brings in a scripture which I cannot pretend to understand very much. 1 Peter 3 speaks of Christ “that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in the Spirit” (1 Peter 3: 18). I do understand it refers to His resurrection. What a glorious fact that the Father was there, the Spirit was there, each in their way showing divine approval for One who had secured and accomplished everything according to the purpose of God. 

But when it comes to the thoughts of our own souls, our own appreciation of what there is of Christ in all His glory, we are depending on the activity of the Spirit of God that we should be born anew. According to John 3, “Except any one be born of water and of Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3: 5). The Lord Jesus also says, “No one 

can come to me except the Father who has sent me draw him”, John 6: 44. How wonderful that each one of us has been the object of the operation of the Spirit of God and of the Father drawing us to Christ! What glory there is in that! We can look at that and the glory of it in us individually, and how it would magnify the operations of the economy to us. 

But then also we see that the Father and the Spirit are engaged in securing the bride, as we see in Genesis 24 where Abraham speaks to the servant. Abraham a type of the Father, the servant a type of the Spirit, have that in mind, with the divine thought in view, to “take a wife for my son Isaac” (Genesis 24: 4). The assembly for Christ, in the purpose of God and the Father’s thought, and the operations of the Holy Spirit, that there should be that seeking, that reaching out, that bringing back, so that there should be what is for the heart of the Lord Jesus. 

How wonderful that these two Personages in all their majesty and glory, the Father, greater than all, the Spirit, the Holy Spirit of God, have acted in this way for the glorification of the One who is the Son, and to secure ourselves, and to secure what we are as having our part in the assembly! I trust these things, as in contemplation, would magnify the whole arrangement of the divine love to us for the Lord’s name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
24 July 2012
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Scripture references

Luke 3:21-22 (JND) [21] And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened, [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …

Luke 22:41-42 (JND) [41] And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and having knelt down he prayed, [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

1 Peter 3 (JND) [1] Likewise, wives, [be] subject to your own husbands, that, even if any are disobedient to the word, they may be gained without [the] word by the conversation of the wives, [2] having witnessed your pure conversation [carried out] in fear; [3] whose adorning let it not be that outward one of tressing of hair, and wearing gold, or putting on apparel; …

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

John 3:5 (JND) [5] Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born of water and of Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

John 6:44 (JND) [44] No one can come to me except the Father who has sent me draw him, and I will raise him up in the last day.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Genesis 24:4 (JND) [4] but thou shalt go to my land and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son Isaac.
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