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THE TWO ORDINANCES OF CHRISTIANITY BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER

J. Wright 

Romans 6: 1–14, 18–23; 1 Corinthians 11: 23–28 

I would like to speak of the two ordinances that we have in Christianity, that is, baptism and the Lord’s supper. I refer back to something that was said in the reading as to Philadelphia, that is that the Lord would keep them out of the hour of trial which was about to come upon the habitable world, and included in that He would keep the saints at the present time from the moral evil which necessitates that hour of trial. It is evident that moral evil already exists; I know that things will get worse when the church is taken but that moral evil already exists. 

It has been suggested that the Lord uses baptism and the Lord’s supper to help us to be free from that evil. I know there is much more in baptism and the Lord’s supper than that, but I want to go over these things. These ordinances would be just dead to us if we did not have faith, and if we did not take them up in love for the Lord. The Lord’s death is brought before us in both these ordinances. The emblems before us on Lord’s day remind us that the Lord has been into death, He has been there in love for us. He is not there now. The One whom we remember is a living Lord but we remember Him, He is absent. It is the absence of Christ which is a test to us. Not only is He absent from this scene but He has been rejected, cast out as worthless by men. 

I think that brings home to us the need of baptism. Most of us would have been baptised when we were infants; somebody else did it for us, it is what somebody else does for us even if we are baptised as adults. I think that the import, the meaning of baptism needs to be understood by us, because we need to be in accord with our baptism. The teaching of baptism is brought out in this chapter, in Romans 6, and the exercises of the believer are beginning to develop in this epistle. In the earlier part of the epistle the apostle is bringing home to us what God is towards us, and that needs to be understood and appreciated by us. It comes home to us in the gospel what God is towards us, and we need to get it into the soul that He is for us. Paul says later, “If God be for us, who against us?”, Romans 8: 31. God is for us, even while we were sinners God was for us. While we were sinners Christ died for us. God displays His love, what He is towards us while we were still sinners; not because we were sinners but despite the fact that we were sinners God loves us and He has given His Son; the Lord Jesus has died for us. In these earlier chapters we have the “righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe”, Romans 3: 22. That is not against us, it is for us, it is to cover us and make us suited for God’s presence. The righteousness of God is witnessed in the Saviour’s blood, the blood of the Lord Jesus. What a cost it is! God has set Christ forth as a mercy-seat through faith in His blood. Then we get the power of God seen in the resurrection of Jesus; that is towards us, it is for us.

These things would be seen typically in the teaching in Exodus as to God’s people; the blood of the passover lamb and the Red Sea. The Red Sea is illustrative of what baptism is, as God is for us. God is known as a Saviour God in the Red Sea, He is for us. The Lord Jesus as going into death was for us. The death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus speaks of God’s power which is towards us to deliver us. Being true to baptism would be that we are delivered from the world, delivered from the system of sin which dominates the world. The world is dominated by that principle of sin which is lawlessness, man doing his own will. It is the dominating principle in the world. We need to be delivered from these things and baptism, as understanding it, would enable us to be free from the world. 

In Hebrews 11 the only thing which is said to be done by the children of Israel is “By faith they passed through the Red Sea” (Hebrews 11: 29); they took it up in faith. Although they doubted to start with, they took God at His word, they moved in obedience and saw the Egyptians dead on the sea shore. 

Well, baptism means that we identify ourselves with the Lord Jesus. I wonder if every heart here is won for Christ. If you contemplate His death, where He has been, surely it is intended to affect your heart and win your heart for Christ. We cannot be half-hearted about these things. We cannot try and put one foot in the world and have one foot for Christ. When Moses spoke to Pharaoh about Israel leaving Egypt he said, “there shall not a hoof be left behind” (Exodus 10: 26), nothing should be left behind; they were all to go, the young ones as well. And going through the Red Sea, getting out of Egypt there was no going back. They thought about going back when testings came along in the wilderness but there was no going back. They did not go back. Beloved brethren, there is to be no going back. Baptism means that, you do not go back to the world; it is under judgment, it is a sphere of bondage. 

It has been said that baptism brings us into the wilderness and the Lord’s supper sustains us in it. The Lord’s supper is taken in the wilderness. It leads us into something greater, it leads us into the service of God which is in the land. The greatest privileges we have follow the Lord’s supper. It is a great privilege to have part in the Lord’s supper, in remembrance of Him. It is in the wilderness. Why is it in the wilderness? Because the Lord Jesus is absent; that is what makes the world a wilderness to us. Why is He absent? Because He has been rejected. He is coming again. He says, “I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you”, John 14: 18. The Lord comes to His own at the Supper as we gather, but I want to speak first of all of baptism. That is, we are identified with Christ in His death. If we have been baptised unto Christ Jesus we have been baptised unto His death. It is the way the Lord Jesus went out of the world publicly, He went out of the world publicly by the way of His death. And what a death it was. It was the death of the cross, with the shame and ignominy of it. That is the way the Lord Jesus went out of the world. The way that the believer goes out of the world is being identified with Him in His death and that is a public matter. Baptism is a public matter; it is not a private matter. That is, I am publicly identified with the Lord Jesus in His death, and I am separate from the world; I turn my back on it, it is deliverance. If we are to be kept from the evil that is in the world morally, that will bring in the awful judgment that will come actually in the hour of trial, we need to be identified with the Lord Jesus in His death. 

The exercises in this section of Romans are related to persons who begin to consider for God and consider for Christ. In faith and in affection they lay hold of what God is towards them, and they want to be here for God. Do you want to be here for God or do you want to be here for yourself doing your own will? If we do things and please ourselves there is no pleasure in it. There are pleasures of sin for a season. Yes, but Moses turned his back on the world. He was baptised typically as an infant when his parents put him in the ark in the sedge by the river but he answered to that, he came to it himself. When he came of years he answered to it. 

He identified himself with the people of God. To be identified with the Lord Jesus in His death would include being identified with the people of God. We are identified with the Lord Jesus in His death, and we are to be consistent with His death. His death has separated us from this world and all that is in it. You might say about something, Is it harmful, can I do it? Is the Lord Jesus in it? If not, why should I be involved in it? He is not in this world, the Lord Jesus is not here, He is absent. That is what makes this scene a wilderness to us. That is where we prove the resources of God. I cannot go into all the detail in this chapter but you can read it for yourself; go over it prayerfully as to really what baptism means, but I think it works out from real affection for the Lord. The Ethiopian eunuch’s heart was won for Christ when from that chapter in Isaiah 53 Philip evangelised the glad tidings of Jesus to him. 

As mentioned earlier in the reading, it is Jesus Himself who is coming for His own. In Thessalonians it is Jesus who is spoken of, that blessed Man, a different kind of Man from any other. The world is going to have its man soon, it is leading up to that. It is going to have its superman, who will settle the problems in the world as they think, but he will sit down in the temple of God and exalt himself as God. That is the kind of man that the world is going to have, a hero. The world loves its heroes and it develops that kind of thing in persons. It develops it in youth, the sports world has its heroes. What kind of men are they? The Lord Jesus is a different kind of Man; the glad tidings of Jesus tell us of the Man who will deliver us from any other man. Not only do we need to be delivered from the world as a system, but we need to be delivered from the kind of man that is in the world, because the world after all is made up of men and women, the kind of persons they are as away from God. 

I would like to refer to this expression “even as Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father”. It is a wonderful thing that the Lord Jesus has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father. It was a wonderful thing that the Lord Jesus was among the dead, for three days and three nights. Why was the Lord Jesus among the dead? It should affect every heart that He was there. What did it mean to the Father that His Son was among the dead for three days and three nights? The Father was without Christ in that sense, He was among the dead. But the Father operated in His glory and raised Him from among the dead. He did that on the first day of the week. The Father was at the tomb before anyone else and raised Jesus. He raised Him by His glory. His power and His love would enter into that. He was going to have His Son in a scene of glory with Him beyond death. 

Think of the Father having the Lord Jesus there in His presence out of this scene altogether, in His own presence, there for His complacent delight. The Father raised Him by His glory, “so we also should walk in newness of life”. We should be here, beloved brethren, for the pleasure of the Father, having a different character of walk from what was ever seen. Think of the walk of the Lord Jesus. Did anyone ever walk like the Lord Jesus walked? John the baptist saw Him as He walked and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God”. What a walk, the walk of Jesus! Well there will be some reflection of Him in that, even here, there are persons who walk in newness of life. They are not now considering for themselves, but they are thinking of God and they are able to do this by the power of the Spirit. 

We have to take these chapters Romans 6, 7 and 8 together, and what we have in this chapter is deliverance from the system of sin, the principle of sin that operates in the world. In chapter 7 we find that that sin is in us, it operates in us and we have no power to meet it, but we have a new Husband, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is able to help us and support us in these exercises. Then we find in chapter 8 we come to the recognition of the Spirit as a new power. We cannot walk in newness of life without the power of the Spirit. These are persons who are really identified with Christ in His death. They are committed to the Lord Jesus in His death, “that we should no longer serve sin” but we should serve God. Well, there is much in the chapter but I just want to go on to the thought of there being fruit, something that has been acquired. It says, “But now, having got your freedom from sin, and having become bondmen to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness”. The believer is acquiring substance, it is “your fruit unto holiness”. This is needed if we are to serve God. How can we serve God without holiness? God is holy, “your fruit unto holiness, and the end eternal life”. That is the end in view. 

We understand from the teaching in this epistle that it does not take us into the land, we are going through the wilderness, but the land is before us. Eternal life is enjoyed in the land, you enjoy it while you are here. It is known in the land and this is the moral road to it. In Christianity we are not like the children of Israel who went through the wilderness, and then came into the land. With us, dear brethren, we have the privilege of being in the land and coming back into the wilderness, which gives us power in the wilderness, but I think the point is that there is a moral road to come into the gain and joy of eternal life. It is God’s gift, we do not earn it or merit it, but there is a moral road to come into the gain and joy of it. 

I want to speak now of the Lord’s supper. This is something that the Lord intended believers to take in remembrance of Himself. That is why it is stressed in Paul’s teaching. 1 Corinthians 11 gives us the final word as to the Lord’s supper as it was given to Paul. We get teaching as to it in the gospels and elsewhere in Scripture, but this is the final word as to the Lord’s supper. It is something that Paul received from the Lord. We spoke in the reading of what Paul says in Thessalonians as to the rapture as the word of the Lord, he received it from the Lord. This is something else that the apostle received from the Lord. He did not receive it from the twelve who were with the Lord in the inauguration of the Supper; he received it directly from the Lord in glory. He says, “For I received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread”. 

The night in which He was delivered up was the background to the Lord Jesus setting on the Supper—think of the pressure that was upon the Lord at that time; the betrayer with Him at the table on the night in which He was delivered up. What feelings must have entered into the Lord’s soul at that time, into His heart! He loved His own yet He sets on this occasion where there would be the remembrance of Himself in the time of His absence, in the time of His rejection. 

The children of Israel fell into gross sin, when they said, “this Moses ... we do not know what is become of him” (Exodus 32: 1), they made a golden calf. They did not avail themselves of the provision that Moses had left with them, they were unsatisfied with it. I would suggest, beloved brethren, that what we are speaking of as to baptism and the Lord’s supper is among the things the Lord has provided for us in His absence to keep us, and that there should be something for Himself, in remembrance of Himself. That is to keep Him livingly before us in our affections so that we do not forget Him, and His love. So it was in the night in which the Lord Jesus was delivered up, the Lord Jesus; it is an assembly title that brings Himself before us. What is the Lord Jesus to me, what is He to you? No one can say Lord Jesus except in the power of the Spirit; that is not the mere words, but to be able to say it with real meaning by the Spirit. 

So Paul says, “the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, and having given thanks broke it, and said, This is my body, which is for you”. Let us ponder the Lord’s body, “which is for you”. We break the bread, that means that we participate in the Supper, appropriating the fact that the Lord has been into death. He says, “This is my body, which is for you”, His own body, His personal body, the body in which He did the will of God. 

From the account in Matthew the Lord’s supper is brought before us as food, something to appropriate. “This is my body, which is for you”. Let us contemplate that. Do we just take the Supper in a mere outward form? It is easy to do that, but just think of what is involved in that body. It is for the assembly, it is for the saints of the assembly. It is the body in which He did the will of God. It would help us to be here for God’s will, not our own, as we think of it. He has given it in love; in one of the gospels it says, “This is my body which is given for you”, (Luke 22: 19), but here it says, “This is my body, which is for you”. It is for us to take account of it, beloved brethren. 

Then He says, “this do in remembrance of me”. In partaking of the loaf we do it in remembrance of Him, not remembering Him in His death, but remembering Him. We never forget that He has been into death, these emblems before us speak to us of that, “This is my body, which is for you—this do in remembrance of me”. Joseph said to the cupbearer, “Only bear a remembrance with thee of me when it goes well with thee”, Genesis 40: 14. Then it says, “In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood—this do, as often as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me”. Mr James Taylor emphasised, particularly in his latter ministry, that it was the Lord’s supper. We have that Person before us, it is not the Father’s supper or the Spirit’s supper, it is the Lord’s supper. I think this is the only place in Scripture where the remembrance of the Lord Jesus is spoken of in connection with the cup. It is in view of the remembrance of Him that we have Him livingly before us. You can see, beloved brethren, how it will promote in us the desire to see Him and to be with Him. If we are left here we will have this experience tomorrow, maybe He will come for us before but, if not, He will come to us. Where there are suited conditions the Lord will come to us; then what a blessed privilege we have to enter into the service of God. 

It says, “For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come”. That is a public matter. Persons can take account of us partaking of the emblems. They cannot take account of what is going on in our minds in the remembrance of the Lord Jesus. That is a private matter between the lovers of the Lord Jesus and Himself, but they can take account of the fact that we partake of the Supper and that is to announce His death until He come. What a solemn thing it is, that the Lord Jesus died here. He died in this scene, and it is a reminder to the world that He did die. They crucified Him, cast Him out, but He is coming to reign. He is coming here into His rights, to reign. I know the Supper will not take place after the Lord comes for us, but the force of this scripture is, that the One who died here is to have His death announced as the One who is coming publicly to reign. He will come with His saints then. He is coming to us while we are here, and He is coming for us, but when He comes publicly to reign He will come with His saints. What a day that is, the myriads of the saints will be with Him. 

Well there is a warning in this scripture about partaking of the Supper unworthily. I do not want to go into the detail of it, but a warning is there, and the Lord acted in a disciplinary way because things were not right in Corinth; there were divisions, there were parties. We cannot rightly partake of the Lord’s supper where there are divisions. That is a thing to consider solemnly. We really have to judge and prove ourselves before the Lord and thus eat, eat of the loaf and drink of the cup in remembrance of Himself. 

I trust, beloved brethren, that I have said something that will bring before us the force of these ordinances, that they are not just dead ordinances. Christendom has made them that, but let us keep the Lord Jesus before us; to be committed to Him in His death and baptism and committed to Him in the breaking of bread. There are things in this epistle which lead up to it, the truth of the fellowship of His death in chapter 10, which does not give us the order of the Lord’s supper, but brings it before us as having a bearing upon us in fellowship in our ordinary daily circumstances of life. Then you get the truth as to headship, why sisters have their heads covered, and why brothers do not have their heads covered, and why the sisters have the token. That is another thing to think about, it comes into the scripture. These are all things in relation to the public order of the saints in view of there being right conditions for the Lord’s supper, so that He might come to us. May we be helped and stimulated in these things, in the Lord’s name. 

Address at Dundee
12 August 2006 

 


Scripture references

Romans 6:1-23 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life. [5] For if we are become identified with [him] in the likeness of his death, so also we shall be of [his] resurrection; [6] knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with [him], that the body of sin might be annulled, that we should no longer serve sin. [7] For he that has died is justified from sin. [8] Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him, [9] knowing that Christ having been raised up from among [the] dead dies no more: death has dominion over him no more. [10] For in that he has died, he has died to sin once for all; but in that he lives, he lives to God. [11] So also *ye*, reckon yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. [12] Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body to obey its lusts. …

1 Corinthians 11:23-28 (JND) [23] For *I* received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me. [25] In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood: this do, as often as ye shall drink [it], in remembrance of me. [26] For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come. [27] So that whosoever shall eat the bread, or drink the cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty in respect of the body and of the blood of the Lord. [28] But let a man prove himself, and thus eat of the bread, and drink of the cup.

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 8:31 (JND) [31] What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who against us?

Romans 3:22 (JND) [22] righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe: for there is no difference;

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Hebrews 11:29 (JND) [29] By faith they passed through the Red sea as through dry land; of which the Egyptians having made trial were swallowed up.

Exodus 10:26 (JND) [26] Our cattle also must go with us: there shall not a hoof be left behind; for we must take thereof to serve Jehovah our God; and we do not know with what we must serve Jehovah, until we come there.

John 14:18 (JND) [18] I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

Exodus 32:1 (JND) [1] And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people collected together to Aaron, and said to him, Up, make us a god, who will go before us; for this Moses, the man that has brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what is become of him!

Luke 22:19 (JND) [19] And having taken a loaf, when he had given thanks, he broke [it], and gave [it] to them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.

Genesis 40:14 (JND) [14] Only bear a remembrance with thee of me when it goes well with thee, and deal kindly, I pray thee, with me, and make mention of me to Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house;



GLAD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY

D. J. Hutson 

Luke 2: 8–20; 15: 3–7; 24: 50–53 

“Glad tidings of great joy”, not a theory, not a religion, but a Person. A Person of whom Paul says, “God ... was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings” 

(Galatians 1: 16), the Son of God. I just want to speak of this scripture, so well known to us (I think I could say to all here), for even the young ones know about the story of Jesus, and the way He came in in Bethlehem’s manger. But, you see, some of these things can become so familiar to us that the import of them, the reality of them, perhaps does not quite register with us. The angel says, “Fear not, for behold, I announce to you glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to all the people”. It may have meant literally the Lord’s people here on earth at that time but it does not say so. Would it not include all the people in Bo’ness, all the people who are here tonight, that there are glad tidings of great joy for you? Whatever may be causing you sadness, and I know there are things that cause sadness to those that are here, but whatever it be, there are tidings of great joy because they are all centred in this glorious Person. One who is also known to us as our great High Priest, the One who has been touched with all these things which affect us and cause us sorrow, but who is the subject of the glad tidings of great joy. 

Is any heart here heavy with the burden of their sins, their history, whatever it may be? Any boy or girl here who has not yet had to do with the Saviour for themselves? I can tell you that there are glad tidings of great joy for you today, “for today”—that was a long time ago—but it does say, “a Saviour has been born to you”. There was a Saviour, dear friend, who was born to you over two thousand years ago, an amazing thing. Although despised, rejected and refused, the very calendar itself bears witness to the fact that two thousand and seven years ago (actually a bit more) a Saviour was born to you. Men would like to forget about Him, but there it is, and as the years come round another calendar is printed, and there again there is the reminder that a Saviour was born to you all those years ago. And the glorious news in the glad tidings is that that Saviour is still available to you, whoever you are because God desires that, “all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth”, 1 Timothy 2: 4. Well, where is He? He is in the glory. All those years ago, you say, He was born and He is still alive? Yes, He is alive! He is alive for evermore, He is alive in the glory and He is as much a Saviour today as He was when He was born. In fact, I would say carefully and reverently, He is more of a Saviour now than He was then, because He has accomplished the great work of redemption, that lost sinners might be brought back to God—that you might be brought back to God. Is that not good news, is that not glad tidings of great joy? 

What does he say, “a Saviour ... who is Christ the Lord”, that is, He is God’s anointed Man. I think you will find that when it is presented like this without the article it means Jehovah, that is God Himself. I love that word in Isaiah, it says, “he became their Saviour” (Isaiah 63: 8). 

God Himself has become our Saviour. Where did He become our Saviour? Well, this is where He became our Saviour and what does it say, ‘You will find a Saviour’? No, it says, “ye shall find a babe”. It is wonderful that God should have come so near; that God should have come down as a babe in Bethlehem’s manger, 

‘Once from glory’s height descending 

To this earth the Saviour came’. (Hymn 414) 

I was travelling once with Mr Richmond in an aeroplane and there were three of us in the row of seats and next to me was a lady who had a baby in her arms. I commented on the baby, and Mr Richmond reached across me and he said to this woman, ‘Do you know, your Saviour was like that when He came into the world?’ Is it not wonderful? We all know what a baby looks like, I speak carefully and reverently, for “the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God”, Luke 1: 35. The wonder of it is—God was there. Do you believe it? Very important that you should believe as to who this Person is of whom we are speaking. Do you know what He said? He said that “unless ye shall believe that I am he, ye shall die in your sins”, John 8: 24. The One who said to Moses, “I AM THAT I AM” and “I AM hath sent me unto you” (Exodus 3: 14). God Himself, “for unless ye shall believe that I am he, ye shall die in your sins”. How important to recognise the glory of this Person as God Himself. 

‘God come down, a heav’nly Stranger, 

Love to sinners to display’. (Hymn 112)

What a movement, was it not? Glad tidings of great joy, the God against whom we had sinned; God who had a right to come in judgment is still waiting in order that, can I say you—unsaved soul—might be saved? So what do they do? “And it came to pass, as the angels departed from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, Let us make our way then now as far as Bethlehem, and let us see this thing that is come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us. And they came with haste, and found both Mary and Joseph, and the babe”— the babe. The angels had said, ‘ye shall find a babe’ but I am beginning to find how important every word of scripture is, ‘ the babe’. Never a babe like it, never a babe that could be spoken of as “the holy thing also which shall be born” (Luke 1: 35); “the babe lying in the manger”. Could you be afraid of a baby? Is there anyone here who is afraid, because at one time you will have to give an account to God? Every one of us will have to give an account to God (Romans 14: 12). Does that make you afraid? You could not be afraid of a babe, could you? and that was how God came near to you in order to be your Saviour. Is it not wonderful? “And all who heard it wondered at the things said to them … And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all things which they had heard and seen”. Well, that was how He came, that was how God drew near to you and to me, as it says, “a Saviour has been born to you”, on this day. As it says in the prophet Isaiah, “unto us a child is born” (Isaiah 9: 6), how wonderful, born to us. 

How does He become your Saviour? This is how He became a Saviour, but how does He become your Saviour? You could not make any movement on your side, but this is the way He came in order that He might reach you where you are, and how far did He go? In love for you, dear friend, he came where you were, and where were you? For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died”, 2 Corinthians 5: 14. As far as God was concerned, you might say, without a spark of life towards Him, but “one died for all, He reached you where you were. He came under the judgment that was due to you and that was due to me. This Person did. I would have hesitated to say it had Mr Raven not said it, that God Himself came into the place of man’s judgment (NS Vol. 5, p.53). 

The judgment that was due to me as a sinner, which has made me feel my lost condition was borne by Jesus. It simply says here in this parable which Jesus spoke, He will “go after that which is lost, until he find it”. If you want to find something you have to go where it is and that is what Jesus did. I was under the judgment of God so He had to come where I was, under the judgment of God. The only way I could be saved, I found, was that He has borne my sins in His body in the tree. A brother once said to me that he came to a point in his life when he felt there was no way back, but he read that scripture where it says, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree” (1 Peter 2: 24), and he said ‘if it was in His body, it was real. Who can say what that means? Think of my sins that would for me involve, apart from the saving work of Jesus, a Christ-less eternity. Not only my sins, but I would love to be able to say the sins of every one in this room. It is available to you, for your sins, if you put your trust in Him. The sins of many in this room, if not all, were borne by Jesus, and the judgment of God on those sins, a holy, sin-hating God, borne by Jesus. Immense! I hesitate almost to speak of it, it is so immense. 

And not only that but the very thing itself, which I feel I can never do other than simply say what the scripture says, “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us” (2 Corinthians 5: 21). He was made the very thing. Man had done his worst; sin had been demonstrated in its extreme by crucifying the Son of God. That was but the occasion of the exposure of man and all that he is in his heart, but also the occasion of the manifestation of the infinite love of God, when all that was due to man on account of what he had done was laid upon His only-begotten Son. Judgment was exhausted so that the sinner might go free, and that life which was absolutely delightful to God, such as He had never had before, was given up for ever. Let us ponder that. He laid down His life. In those thirty odd years of the life of Jesus God had perfection in the condition in which you and I are but apart from sin; the condition of blood and flesh. He had perfection and that life was given up. The only life of a man that was not forfeited on account of sin was given up. He laid it down of Himself, no man took it from Him and such a life, a life in the condition of blood and flesh in perfection under the eye of God, will never been seen again. It says in the psalm, “For the redemption of their soul is costly, and must be given up for ever”, Psalm 49: 8. Although Jesus is alive, alive for evermore in the glory, He is not in that condition now, and His precious blood was shed as a witness that that condition was ended before God. 

The blood belonged to God, He said the blood is Mine, but “I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that maketh atonement for the soul”, Leviticus 17: 11. What a gift! We have been speaking this weekend about the things that God has given, but think of Him giving the blood of Jesus for a guilty sinner like me. 

Have you appropriated it? If you do you will cause joy in heaven. We have been speaking about joy, glad tidings of great joy, but to think that a guilty sinner like me can cause joy in heaven by accepting the Lord Jesus, not now on the cross, not now in the grave, but in the glory. He is the One who effected so great salvation, and accepting Him to myself as my own personal Saviour, I can cause joy in heaven. As it says later, “there is joy before the angels of God”, Luke 15: 10. What joy they had when they said, “glad tidings of great joy”, and you can give them more joy tonight by accepting the Lord Jesus as your own personal Saviour, the One who died on the cross in order to save sinners like me. Young sinners, old sinners, men and women, boys and girls, not one is excluded, “one died for all”, 2 Corinthians 5: 14. He has been where we were under judgment. He has been into death where we were, in order that He might find us and bring us back, as it says, “having found it, he lays it upon his own shoulders, rejoicing”. 

It is wonderful to think of the strength of Jesus who is going to carry you all the way home, if you put your trust in Him, if He finds you tonight as a result of a simple word in the gospel. It also says in the prophet, “the government shall be upon his shoulder” (Isaiah 9: 6), one shoulder; the government of the world on one shoulder; but the returning sinner is borne on two shoulders as it says, “he lays it upon his own shoulders, rejoicing”. He will rejoice tonight if you accept Him as your own personal Saviour, and you will cause joy in heaven. 

You children—Do not think heaven is a long way away and He is not interested in this time that we have together. Would you not like to give joy in heaven—“joy in heaven for one repenting sinner”? It might be you, will it be you? is there going to be one here who will give joy in heaven tonight? A Saviour who died and rose again, what an evidence, what a witness that God is completely satisfied in the work that He has accomplished, who has been “delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification”, Romans 4: 25. God can view us not only as forgiven but as completely clear, not only atonement but remission. The whole thing sent away; it says in one place, “thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea” (Micah 7: 19), all my sins. When one dear sister was questioned about them at one time she said, ‘and God has put up a notice ‘NO FISHING’’. You cannot bring them up, you see. It is not that God has forgotten them; you may have forgotten most of them, or many of them, but He knows them all, “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done”. John 4: 29. Would you like somebody to know all things you had done? I am glad that Jesus knows all that I have done, I can be thankful for that, because if it depended upon me confessing my sins as I knew them, I would always be afraid that I had not gone far enough; but He has gone far enough because He knew them all, and He took them all upon Himself, on the cross. Is that not wonderful? So He has been raised again for our justification, completely clear. 

Does God say, ‘their sins and their iniquities I will forget’? No, He says, “I will never remember any more”, Hebrews 8: 12. How clear we can be through the work of our Lord Jesus Christ. That is, as we say, a divine prerogative, only God can do that. You cannot say about something that you will never remember it any more, it might be something in your life that you would like to forget and for a time it goes, but then at the least opportune moment it comes back again, but God says, “I will never remember any more”, completely clear, and that is how He would regard you if you put your trust in Jesus. He went into the distance and He removed the distance, but not only did He remove the distance but He removed the man that was in the distance so that God can view you entirely new, “if any one be in Christ, there is a new creation”, 2 Corinthians 5: 17. There is something which is going through into eternity which has never been stained by sin; it is wonderful, is it not? These are realities and that is how God looks upon you if you put your trust in Jesus, and He brings you into the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God is righteousness, that is everything is established on that basis, righteousness according to God and peace, as we said earlier, “having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5: 1), and “joy in the Holy Spirit”, Romans 14: 17. He gives you the Holy Spirit so that you might enter now into the joy which will be yours eternally as brought into these blessed, holy and eternal relationships with God Himself. How great these things are. 

So it says, at the end of Luke’s gospel, “And they, having done him homage, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God”. 

These things make a difference to us, and it is not just for Lord’s day morning or for the Lord’s day, but continually. God takes account of us with this joy in our hearts, and something springing up in order that there might be a response to Himself. Wonderful thing that God, in view of securing His own joy and satisfaction, should take up a sinner like me at such cost to Himself and fill my heart with joy. Well, that is the Saviour I have to speak of, these are the glad tidings that I have to present. I trust that everyone here may come, if never before, to give joy to heaven. You say, ‘I was converted ten, twenty, thirty, forty years ago’, but what about now? Are you a repenting sinner? Is it a current matter with you? Of course there is in me, as a believer, the work of God in all its purity and impregnable character, as it says, “whoever has been begotten of God does not practise sin” (1 John 3: 9); nevertheless I am still here and I may fail, but when I fail I can get back to the Saviour and I can acknowledge that I have failed, and find that already forgiveness is there, “if our heart condemn us. God is greater than our heart”, 1 John 3: 20. My Saviour is there in His presence, He is there as my advocate, so that, “if any one sin, we have a patron with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world”, 1 John 2: 1, 2. God has been propitiated, satisfied in relation to the question of the sins of the whole world, and soon He is going to take it all away, “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”, John 1: 29. My Saviour is there, my Patron, the One who is “the propitiation for our sins”, and as I come to Him again afresh and acknowledge that I have failed, I give joy in heaven. 

Well, dear brother and sister, let us continue to give joy in heaven as repenting sinners. If there is anyone here who has never yet done it, as acknowledging the Lord Jesus as their Saviour, may they do so without delay, because this time of the announcement of glad tidings of great joy is fast running to a close. This may be the last time you hear it; you have heard that said before, it may be the last time you hear it. Not only are believers expecting to be taken to be with our Saviour for ever, but things happen in this world, things happen suddenly. Who knows that this may not be the last time that you or we all may hear these glad tidings of great joy? May you give Him joy in heaven, and may we continue to give joy in heaven as repenting sinners, tonight and from now on; in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Preaching at Bo’ness
1 April 2007 

 


Scripture references

Luke 2:8-20 (JND) [8] And there were shepherds in that country abiding without, and keeping watch by night over their flock. [9] And lo, an angel of [the] Lord was there by them, and [the] glory of [the] Lord shone around them, and they feared [with] great fear. [10] And the angel said to them, Fear not, for behold, I announce to you glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to all the people; [11] for to-day a Saviour has been born to you in David's city, who is Christ [the] Lord. [12] And this is the sign to you: ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and lying in a manger. [13] And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, [14] Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men. [15] And it came to pass, as the angels departed from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, Let us make our way then now as far as Bethlehem, and let us see this thing that is come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us. [16] And they came with haste, and found both Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger; [17] and having seen [it] they made known about the country the thing which had been said to them concerning this child. [18] And all who heard [it] wondered at the things said to them by the shepherds. [19] But Mary kept all these things [in her mind], pondering [them] in her heart. …

Luke 15:3-7 (JND) [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, [4] What man of you having a hundred sheep, and having lost one of them, does not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness and go after that which is lost, until he find it? [5] and having found it, he lays it upon his own shoulders, rejoicing; [6] and being come to the house, calls together the friends and the neighbours, saying to them, Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep. [7] I say unto you, that thus there shall be joy in heaven for one repenting sinner, [more] than for ninety and nine righteous who have no need of repentance.

Luke 24:50-53 (JND) [50] And he led them out as far as Bethany, and having lifted up his hands, he blessed them. [51] And it came to pass as he was blessing them, he was separated from them and was carried up into heaven. [52] And *they*, having done him homage, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, [53] and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God.

Galatians 1:16 (JND) [16] was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations, immediately I took not counsel with flesh and blood,

1 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.

Isaiah 63:8 (JND) [8] And he said, They are indeed my people, children that will not lie; and he became their Saviour.

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

John 8:24 (JND) [24] I said therefore to you, that ye shall die in your sins; for unless ye shall believe that I am [he], ye shall die in your sins.

Exodus 3:14 (JND) [14] And God said to Moses, I AM THAT I AM. And he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel: I AM hath sent me unto you.

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

Romans 14:12 (JND) [12] So then each of us shall give an account concerning himself to God.

Isaiah 9:6 (JND) [6] For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name is called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace.

2 Corinthians 5:14 (JND) [14] For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died;

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Psalms 49:8 (JND) [8] (For the redemption of their soul is costly, and must be given up for ever,)

Leviticus 17:11 (JND) [11] for the soul of the flesh is in the blood; and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that maketh atonement for the soul.

Luke 15:10 (JND) [10] Thus, I say unto you, there is joy before the angels of God for one repenting sinner.

2 Corinthians 5:14 (JND) [14] For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died;

Isaiah 9:6 (JND) [6] For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name is called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace.

Romans 4:25 (JND) [25] who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification, it will be reckoned.

Micah 7:19 (JND) [19] He will yet again have compassion on us, he will tread under foot our iniquities: and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.

John 4:29 (JND) [29] Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?

Hebrews 8:12 (JND) [12] Because I will be merciful to their unrighteousnesses, and their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more.

2 Corinthians 5:17 (JND) [17] So if any one [be] in Christ, [there is] a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new:

Romans 5:1 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ;

Romans 14:17 (JND) [17] for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in [the] Holy Spirit.

1 John 3:9 (JND) [9] Whoever has been begotten of God does not practise sin, because his seed abides in him, and he cannot sin, because he has been begotten of God.

1 John 3:20 (JND) [20] that if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart and knows all things.

1 John 2:1-2 (JND) [1] My children, these things I write to you in order that ye may not sin; and if any one sin, we have a patron with the Father, Jesus Christ [the] righteous; [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world.

John 1:29 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.



FOOD

John 6: 1–15 

JT  In John 6 verse 1 the Lord left the Jews and went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, after the Jews had rejected Him and He had told them that they would receive the Antichrist, who would come in his own name (John 5: 43). Then it says in verse 2 that a great crowd followed him to the place of separation from the world. That is still the first right step for a believer today. We must be in earnest with our Christianity and separate ourselves from everything that the Lord has separated Himself from. “The whole world lies in the wicked one” (1 John 5: 19), and we can only overcome it if we keep entirely separate from it. We may think that in that case we shall have to stand alone; but that is not so, for as in John 6, so also today, a great crowd of believers from all lands and continents is following the Lord into a position of separation and rejection. However, believers that are separate from the world also need food. That is why the Lord asked Philip, “Whence shall we buy loaves that these may eat?” Thus the Lord desires to give us food for the inward man. 

Ques.  Why are the disciples mentioned in John 6?  

JT  In John 5: 21 the Son quickens whom He will. The disciples have nothing to do with that, and for that reason they are not even mentioned in John 5. But in John 6, where food is to be given to quickened believers, the Lord links the disciples with Him (John 6: 3). 

He asked Philip where they were to buy bread to feed the multitude. Through that question Philip’s weak side came to light. If he had been spiritual, he would have said to the Lord, ‘Thou art the only One who can answer that question’. But instead of that he gave way to his natural inclination to calculate, and answered the Lord, “Loaves for two hundred denarii are not sufficient for them, that each may have some little portion”. He calculates like a businessman, but his estimate was wrong, because he had not taken the Lord into account. If we begin to calculate like businessmen, we have no confidence in the Lord. 

Rem.  Philip indicates how great the need was and how high the price of the needed loaves was, while Andrew points out how small the actually available supplies were.  

JT  Yes; Andrew says, “There is a little boy here who has five barley loaves and two small fishes; but this, what is it for so many?” That was not spiritual either, for if Andrew had had before him the glorious majesty of the person of the Son of God, who quickens the dead (John 5: 25), he too would have been a little boy in his own eyes. A boy is always little, but by using the expression “a little boy” Andrew meant that this boy and what he had were so insignificant that hardly any notice could be taken of him. 

Ques.  What is the meaning of the barley loaves? 

JT  Andrew meant by that that it was a less valuable kind of bread—barley bread is less nutritious than wheat bread. Andrew had a very low valuation of the little boy and what he had. Still, he knew that the boy had something. Andrew just thought the boy was of no use—that he could not be trusted, so to speak, to give an address or hold a reading with believers. Yet the Lord used what the little boy had to feed the great multitude. 

Ques.  The five barley loaves and the two fishes that the boy had showed that he had faith, did they not? 

JT  Yes—he had not brought all that just for himself. The little boy was a sharp rebuke to the apostles, who were great in their own eyes. I am sure they never forgot this incident. In chapter 1 Andrew and Philip were good soul-seekers or evangelists. Andrew led Simon Peter to Jesus, and Philip led Nathaniel. We may think that such distinguished evangelists cannot go wrong; but the Lord has to show every believer how weak he is without Him. Andrew and Philip failed completely when it was a question of giving food to believers. Yet the little boy had food that the Lord could distribute. 

Ques.  Was Paul a little boy like this? 

JT  Yes. In Acts 13, when Saul began his missionary activity, his name was changed to Paul, that is, “Little”; and when he unfolds the counsel of God in Ephesians, he calls himself “less than the least of all saints” (Ephesians 3: 8). That is the bent of mind of the little boy whom the Lord uses to feed great multitudes. A little boy is not seeking any public place among Christians, and he would not want to be the object of attention. Yet he has some food, which the Lord can distribute for the nourishment of His people. It is important to notice that in John 6: 11 the Lord Himself fed the multitude, while in the first three gospels He did it through His disciples. 

Ques.  What is the significance of that? 

JT  The Lord did not want any sort of official spirit to arise among the apostles; therefore in John 6 He kept them out of sight, as it were, in the distribution of food. In John 6 the disciples were only allowed to make the people sit down (verse 10) and to gather the fragments after the feeding (verse 13). But the distribution of the food was done by the Lord Himself. The Lord may have used me for the edification of believers; but I should attribute that to the Lord and not to myself. The Lord has done it, and no credit is due to me. We often assess ministering brothers at their own valuation of themselves, and, like Andrew, underestimate the little boys, whom the Lord nevertheless values very highly. We ought to pray much to the Lord that He would show us His valuation of everything. 

Rem.  The disciples had to gather the fragments that remained into hand-baskets. 

JT  Yes, the Lord got them to do that, and every fragment that they picked up condemned them, because they had thought the Lord was not able to feed the great multitude. 

Ques.  What is the meaning of the grass on which the people sat down? 

JT  The grass speaks of brotherly love which is found among Christians who have separated from the world. One can settle down on that, so to speak. “There was much grass in the place”. The Lord feeds His own where there is plenty of brotherly love. 

Ques.  What is the meaning of the fragments that remained over and above? 

JT  At the beginning of the church period, the Lord fed believers through the apostles and other spiritual men. The teaching of the apostles was received and kept in the hearts of believers in faith and in the power of the Holy Spirit. But before the apostles left this scene, everything was recorded in writing in the books of the New Testament. The twelve hand-baskets filled with the fragments that were over and above answer to that—baskets are receptacles in which food can be kept and carried away. In the New Testament writings, especially in the four gospels, the apostles preserved for us the food that the Lord had entrusted to them. For example, John in his gospel has gathered up precious fragments and left them for us. But we are not only to read the Scripture, but also to receive it into our hearts in faith, and seek to translate the thoughts into reality in the power of the Holy Spirit. In this way we can still get nourishment from the hand-baskets today. A further thought that is represented in the gathering together of the fragments that were over and above is that if the Lord gives us spiritual food in a reading of the word of God, then we should write down and spread the thoughts that He has given us, so that nothing may be lost. We should very much value all spiritual ministry that is written down or printed, though of course we must not put it on a level with the Word of God. May we receive all spiritual ministry in faith, and keep it in an honest and good heart, and so bring forth fruit with patience (Luke 8: 15). 

Reading with J. Taylor 

Quotshausen, Germany; May 1928, Translated from German EXTRACT 

... Then the prophet says, “And I looked, and behold, sinews and flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them over; but there was no breath in them”. An observant servant discerns what is being effected in those he serves. You look at their faces. I do not think it is good to look much at the ceiling or walls of the building when you are preaching. You will not see spiritual results there! It is in living persons that you will see something to encourage you. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 55, p.18) 

Edited and Published by J. Strachan, 59 Frederick Street, Dundee, DD3 9DE, Scotland Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ, (T) (01277) 650661


Scripture references

John 6:1-15 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: [4] but the passover, the feast of the Jews, was near. [5] Jesus then, lifting up his eyes and seeing that a great crowd is coming to him, says to Philip, Whence shall we buy loaves that these may eat? [6] But this he said trying him, for he knew what he was going to do. [7] Philip answered him, Loaves for two hundred denarii are not sufficient for them, that each may have some little [portion]. [8] One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, says to him, [9] There is a little boy here who has five barley loaves and two small fishes; but this, what is it for so many? [10] [And] Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place: the men therefore sat down, in number about five thousand. [11] And Jesus took the loaves, and having given thanks, distributed [them] to those that were set down; and in like manner of the small fishes as much as they would. [12] And when they had been filled, he says to his disciples, Gather together the fragments which are over and above, that nothing may be lost. …

John 6:1 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias,

John 5:43 (JND) [43] I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not; if another come in his own name, him ye will receive.

1 John 5:19 (JND) [19] We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the wicked [one].

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 5:21 (JND) [21] For even as the Father raises the dead and quickens [them], thus the Son also quickens whom he will:

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6:3 (JND) [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples:

John 5:25 (JND) [25] Verily, verily, I say unto you, that an hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that have heard shall live.

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

Ephesians 3:8 (JND) [8] To me, less than the least of all saints, has this grace been given, to announce among the nations the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ,

John 6:11 (JND) [11] And Jesus took the loaves, and having given thanks, distributed [them] to those that were set down; and in like manner of the small fishes as much as they would.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Luke 8:15 (JND) [15] But that in the good ground, these are they who in an honest and good heart, having heard the word keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.
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