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LOVE FOR JESUS THE SON OF GOD

B. M. Deck 

John 1: 35–39; 6: 67–70; 9: 35–39; 20: 15 

I wanted to speak of the strength of our attachment to Jesus the Son of God and bring out, as this gospel does, the peculiar quality of that attachment that is to mark the closing features of testimony in reality and substance in this dispensation. It has often been remarked that this gospel is to make believers of believers; it is to get deeper than the profession of being a believer, to be in absolute consecration to the One who alone is my object. You will notice that where we have read the Lord asks questions, such as, “What seek ye?” He is entitled to ask questions. He would direct them personally because He knows the need of each because of who He is; He knows our hearts, the heart-knowing God. We do not know one another’s hearts, we would not presume to think we do. God knows the heart; He knows my heart and He knows your heart infinitely; He knows it better than you know it yourself, and it is His right to raise questions with an objective in view. 

Ah, how He longs for hearts consecrated in devotedness to Himself— attached to Him. 

Where we were reading earlier He probes Peter thrice; why does He do that? It shows how intense it is, how important it is, “Lovest thou me more than these?” … “Art thou attached to me?” (John 21: 15, 17), and it brings out what Peter says, “Lord, thou knowest all things”, and so He does. What a comfort that He knows our histories, He knows our propensities, He knows the influences we are under, He knows everything. Think of Him probing us, as maybe He will in this meeting, to get right down to the foundation of how we live in relation to Himself. You know Him as Saviour; thank God, you have acknowledged and confessed Him to be Lord; what it is just to enter into the quality of the committal that He is your all, you could not live without Him. We will come to that in the last scripture where the Lord raises another question, even with that beloved woman, “Why dost thou weep? Whom seekest thou?” 

But here it is that these disciples follow Him, and it says, “But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them. What seek ye?” In one sense, dear brethren, we are always under test, and we should not mind that. The Lord is wanting to bring out the quality of His own work, and He does that because it is His own work. Ah, that any one of us should even be here is His own work! Let us never forget the sovereignty and mercy that reached out and secured us when we had no right to it; undeserving we were, but the mercy He keeps for thousands has reached even to us. Ah, how dependent and humble it should keep us in our spirits to think of that and remember it. So every movement towards Himself is to bring out something of His own work, and He tests us by questions “What seek ye?” These disciples show they are following Him because of the effectiveness of John the baptist’s speaking of the Lamb of God, not “who takes away the sin of the world” here, it is the Lamb, the Person. 

Beloved, I am assured that one thing alone will keep us in these closing moments of testimony; it is our attachment to the Person of Jesus who is the Son of God; I am convinced of it. Oh let those committals deepen today, that what we have been saying today may lead you to follow Him. That possibly is the last scripture written, “Follow thou me”, John 21: 23. You need not look over your shoulder to John or anybody else; my obligation, love’s obligation, is to follow the Master. If I walk alone, I will follow the Master. 

If I can find another who is following the Master we will walk together; it is as simple as that, but it is profound. Oh the joy attaching in its very essence to what Christian fellowship is. 

You see, John does not speak of these things in their terms, he speaks of them in life. We in some measure have known the terms; perhaps we have, perhaps we have not; but we have come to a time now when we have to look behind the terms and let the Lord search us but as to whether there has been a corresponding answer subjectively, wrought by the Spirit, to the truth to which we have been recovered. 

John the baptist is a very effective minister because in what he does he leads to Christ, and anyone who does not do that is no minister at all. Alas, we have seen it that men lead to themselves, make to themselves disciples. Let us beware of it. A true servant leads to Christ. 

And it does not say they left John, as we often misquote; they heard John speaking about the Lamb of God, that Person, in His attractiveness, how He walked. Ah, beloved, let the four gospels be constant food for the Christian—how He walked. If you are not sure what to do in a situation look at how He did things; He is the great Teacher. It is set out in the four gospels—how He walked—particularly in this gospel, but in all the gospels. Every word that Jesus uttered is cardinal truth and it is food and direction for the Christian, for He has left us here a Model that we should follow in His steps. So John the baptist goes out of sight to make way for Another. Oh that that spirit in some measure should mark our service, to leave an impress upon each heart of the glory of the Lamb of God, and He is Jesus the Son of God. 

Paul exemplifies it; you wonder at it that he so quickly and immediately preached Jesus that He is the Son of God; his centre immediately was transferred from the things here below to the centre of another world. 

Let us see that we do not belong here; you beloved younger brethren, you do not belong to this world, you are not of this world. The Lord said, “I am not of the world” (John 17: 14), and if He is not of the world my interests should not be in the world but in His world. Indeed, no devoted heart can stop short of reaching its object where He is; soon we shall see Him as He is. How effective John is, and as he speaks they do not leave John, it does not say that, they would respect him, but the effectiveness is in that they followed Jesus, and He turning round says, “What seek ye?” He is testing out how steady their walk would be, what their motive is, what their objective is. How He would search us out today. What is your inward underlying motive as to how you live? He knows; let us face it honestly. Do you want to know where He abides? “Where abidest thou?” How simple the language, the simplicity of the Christ. Christianity is not complicated; we made it that way, but it is not that way; the simplicity of the Christ, “Where abidest thou?” He says, “Come and see”. 

Beloved brethren, we can have as much of His company as we want; it is what our dear brother said in the reading as to communion with Him; the more you know it the more you will want to know it; we can have as much of His company as we wish to have. Then “they abode with him that day”; I think we could safely say that right down the dispensation there have been those abiding with Him; let us be amongst them. Where else are we safe? Where else are we secure? Where else do we know love as we should know it if it be not in the presence of Jesus, who loves us and has washed us from our sins in His blood? They abode with Him that day; join the Lord and those who love Him—it is good company, it is the best of all the societies. You will not want the world as you know the company of Jesus; it says, “and they abode with him that day”. 

Now, how are we going to live here? That brings me to John 6. We could go right through the gospel; it is remarkable how Jesus won persons for Himself. He lifted that beloved woman in John 4 out of the degradation of sin and a sinful history to be absorbed in Himself. “Come, see a man”. Oh that He would do that today! What histories some of us have had! In some sense we do not forget them, and yet the blood has covered it all—and they will never come up again. What an advantage to get our histories behind us that I should become absorbed in another Man outside myself; we could not, and cannot, rest until we find Him where He is. 

I go to John 6 because we need the food of John 6. We know it is a chapter of reduction, beginning with the multitude He fed and satisfied, coming down to His disciples at the end; but some are going away. Think of that—some are going away; they say the word is hard. 

How can He give us His flesh to eat? What does it mean? We do not understand this exactly from the books; I am not discrediting the books; thank God for the great ministries of the recovery which are reliable because they are based upon the word of God; cleave to them; they are a life-line that will preserve us. But we need to penetrate behind that and find that there is a food that builds up a constitution morally that is equal for the closing testimony of the dispensation. Oh what going away there has been! What scattering! What divisions! The position publicly, if anything, is a heartbreak. To quote beloved Mr. Lyon, I remember him saying to a young man, Come with us and share a broken heart. Let us enter into the spirit of that, dear brethren, it will bring us into the greatest possible things. 

Peter immediately rises to the question the Lord raises and says, “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal”. Let us see that our life is bound up with a risen Man. We live on account of Him; how He lived was on account of the Father, “he also who eats me shall live also on account of me”, John 6: 57. Think of the soul, the heart, of a Christian so wrapped up with that risen Man that its source of existence is because Christ lives. You say, The standard is high; it is, I know no other; I want no other, and you want no other. If we knew this it would meet every question of separation in this world. We would meet it positively, in a positive affection, it would make this world appear to us as it is meant to. I do not think we would ever reach separation from this world by way of a compliance ministry such as we tried; I do not believe we would. Now I am not disregarding the commandments of the Lord, we need them; as long as we are in the wilderness we need to be under authority; but if the thing does not stem from an inward affection for my Object, it is, shall I say, of little worth. Let us rise to it, “To whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal; and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God”. 

Now I come to another question, which is raised in John 9. This remarkable man was cast out not because of sin, not because of history, it was because another Man was in his heart, a Person had come into his affections; he was morally too great for Judaism, he could not remain there, they cast him out. I love to think of even one person moving here in devotedness to Christ as too great for the world’s system, too great for Christendom. In a sense it will demand its overthrow; one person moving in true separation from the world means its overthrow, it must be so. God will presently implement it, now it is our privilege to rise to this, dear brethren, and each to be here as a worshipper of the Son of God. How did this man come into this? His eyes were opened. Who of us here have not had to have our eyes opened? Maybe many of us need to have them opened a bit more too, till we find an exclusive object in the Person of Jesus who is the Son of God. How did he come into it? On the principle of obedience. We do not receive the Spirit apart from that; not exactly that that is treated of here, but it would involve it. When the Lord put the mud on his eyes He said, You go and wash, and what did he do? He went, he obeyed, and he washed; that is, he appropriated what typically was the mystery of that humanity laid down in death. Who can compass the mystery of the humanity of Christ? But he appropriated it in his measure and then, he came in love’s appreciation to the fountain-head from which that blessing came. That is the point I want to leave, I trust, on the spirits of the dear brethren; come back to the fountain-head of blessing in the Person of the Son of God. 

So He finds him, but the man had to go through the pressure, as we do. I would say again, there are no short cuts in Christianity as I see it; they usually prove a long way round, as some of us have found to our sorrow. Let us keep on the King’s highway; let us go by the signposts; they are reliable; they all lead in one direction; they lead into heaven; they are leading out of this world to the world of the Son of God. Oh that our hearts may be more attached to Him in the strength of bonds that can take the strain of every test, every storm, every wind, every obstacle. The strength of your bond with that Person will sustain you; you dig deep and get your feet down on the rock, and when the storm comes you are not swept away, but you are held there because you are established on the rock of devoted committal to the Person we are speaking of 

Now that is this man; he is not blown about in the wind of criticism and unbelief. He says, “One thing I know”, John 9: 25. “One thing I know”—he stood by his conviction, but he was cast out, he was morally too great to remain in Judaism. But he had to go through that exercise in order.to be found by the Lord who disclosed to him that He is the Son of God. I believe, dear brethren, a worshipper is a safe person, because he has an object outside himself. Oh how self-indulgent we get! Do we not know it? We would not make rash claims that we are free of it either, but let us judge it and never trust the flesh, have no confidence in it. But a worshipper is occupied exclusively with his object, and that is where safety lies. 

Now I want just to refer to this last passage where another question is raised in a very affecting section. The Lord says to Mary, “Woman, why dost thou weep? Whom seekest thou?” She was held in devotion by that empty tomb and as she had once known Him would have resumed that relation—but she was safe. Do you know why? Because her affections were just a little ahead of her intelligence, and that is where safety lies. “Why dost thou weep?” There was no need to weep. There is a place to weep; it may endure for a night but joy cometh in the morning (see Psalm 30: 5). This morning had dawned, the resurrection morning. Here is the blessed Man, the Victor, the Conqueror, who has annulled death and brought to light life and incorruptibility, and He is speaking to this person saying, Why are you weeping? Blessed to think, dear brethren, of how faith links us with a deathless scene. 

Really, Christianity begins with a risen Christ—we are justified in a risen Man; that is Romans. Roman teaching; it sets us up superior to the world’s system around us. The weeping belongs to what is here below in this world, and as valuing those assembly tears God keeps them. Let us not be ashamed to shed tears; maybe we should shed more, bear the burdens of others, carry one another’s burdens; let us see that it draws us near to one another in the strength of a bond we so need in these difficult days. But we face all that because we have been introduced into a deathless scene where the shadow of death can never ever come. 

The Lord is instructing this beloved woman; Why are you weeping? He will put all those tears away presently. What a moment it will be when all those tears are wiped away, but by faith now we can know a link with a living Man on the other side of death—not to resume the relations in which He was once known, for Paul says, “Yet now we know him thus no longer”, but rather to know Him in a new condition (see 2 Corinthians 5: 16). He is beyond death now so He says, Why do you weep? Whom seekest thou? How appealing it is, and it brings out in Mary the quality of a love that could not live without Him. Supposing that it was the gardener, she says, “Tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away”. Oh how affecting that is! Oh for that quality of devotedness! What a quick learner she was! The Lord immediately answers and says, “Mary”. He must do so; love answers to love, and love to Him is the fruit of His love for us. What is in view is the assembly in substance and reality. 

Then He immediately says, “I have not yet ascended to my Father”, as much as to say, You know Me now in a new condition, a new condition out of death. 

Dear brethren, I did not want to extend this, but just to bring out the quality of affection seen in the personnel of the assembly in attachment to the Person of Christ who is the Son of God. 

This alone will sustain us in the difficult days of the fast-approaching apostasy of Christendom which publicly may get worse and worse. Let us value the circle of our beloved brethren where we can be together in bonds formed in the divine nature, and by the Spirit maintain a testimony to that blessed, ascended Man until we hear His call.—‘The summons that calls us to heaven’ (Hymn 131). Well, may it be so. Let us join the cry, “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come” (Revelation 22: 17), for His name’s sake. 

Address at Grimsby
1 May 1982




Scripture references

John 1:35-39 (JND) [35] Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples. [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God. [37] And the two disciples heard him speaking, and followed Jesus. [38] But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye? And *they* said to him, Rabbi (which, being interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou? [39] He says to them, Come and see. They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day. It was about the tenth hour.

John 6:67-70 (JND) [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away? [68] Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal; [69] and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God. [70] Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you the twelve? and of you one is a devil.

John 9:35-39 (JND) [35] Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him, he said to him, Thou, dost thou believe on the Son of God? [36] He answered and said, And who is he, Lord, that I may believe on him? [37] And Jesus said to him, Thou hast both seen him, and he that speaks with thee is he. [38] And he said, I believe, Lord: and he did him homage. [39] And Jesus said, For judgment am I come into this world, that they which see not may see, and they which see may become blind.

John 20:15 (JND) [15] Jesus says to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? Whom seekest thou? She, supposing that it was the gardener, says to him, Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.

John 21:15-17 (JND) [15] When therefore they had dined, Jesus says to Simon Peter, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Feed my lambs. [16] He says to him again a second time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Shepherd my sheep. [17] He says to him the third time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, art thou attached to me? Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, Art thou attached to me? and said to him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. Jesus says to him, Feed my sheep.

John 21:23 (JND) [23] This word therefore went out among the brethren, That disciple does not die. And Jesus did not say to him, He does not die; but, If I will that he abide until I come, what [is that] to thee?

John 17:14 (JND) [14] I have given them thy word, and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, as I am not of the world.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6:57 (JND) [57] As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, *he* also who eats me shall live also on account of me.

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

John 9:25 (JND) [25] He answered therefore, If he is sinful I know not. One thing I know, that, being blind [before], now I see.

Psalms 30:5 (JND) [5] For a moment [is passed] in his anger, a life in his favour; at even weeping cometh for the night, and at morn there is rejoicing.

2 Corinthians 5:16 (JND) [16] So that *we* henceforth know no one according to flesh; but if even we have known Christ according to flesh, yet now we know [him thus] no longer.

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.



DIVINE CHOICE





W. Moseley 

John 15: 16; Ephesians 1: 3–7 

I want to speak on the subject of divine choice. It is a subject that we are all familiar with. 

Scripture speaks much of choice on our side. Mary chose “the good part”. If we have the right to choose we would have to allow that divine Persons also have this right, and it would be sovereign. 

These scriptures speak of the Lord Jesus choosing and the Father also choosing. I want first to speak of John 15 where the Lord Jesus says, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you”. We might question this and say, ‘But I remember the time when I chose the Lord Jesus as my Saviour’. But predating that, and behind it, is the fact that He had chosen you. You would never have chosen Him if He had not first chosen you. So the Lord Jesus is saying that basically everything depends on the fact that He has chosen us. 

This choice would relate to the fact that He loves us and has chosen us to be here, where He has been, in testimony. In John 15 He is about to depart but He is choosing persons to remain here in testimony before the Father. This is very blessed, and it should have a profound effect on us that He has chosen us for this wonderful place. 

Then He says, “and have set you”. It is love’s arrangement, setting us in the best possible circumstances, where we can be fruitful. I think this would involve a good deal. He has chosen our company, our locality, and it would come down to the smallest details of our lives. If we are subject and do not take ourselves out of the Lord’s hands we shall prove that there could be no improvement on this, and we shall be fruitful. We might feel that if we were in other circumstances we should be able to bear more fruit. But it could not be so. 

Fruit-bearing would have the Father in mind. How fruitful the Lord Jesus was in His pathway here! He desires that there should be a continuation of this in us, His loved ones. He speaks also of our fruit abiding. With some there is deterioration, but the Lord’s thought is that our fruit should abide. The Spirit would assure us that this is so. 

Then we have the privilege of asking the Father in His name and the Father answers it. How the mention of the Lord’s name would affect the Father. It would be His delight to answer it. Not anyone could ask in the Lord’s name but the chosen ones who are fruitful in testimony down here. This would draw out the Father’s affections. 

The choice in Ephesians relates to our place in heaven in Christ as sons. It says that the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ chose us in Him before the foundation of the world. I think this would show that this is a prime thought with the Father, even having precedence over the founding of the world. We have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ, involving all that the Father’s love could conceive for our blessing and for the delight of His heart. His desire is that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love. How affecting!—“before him in love”; not at a distance, but near, to enjoy His love and to respond in holy affections. 

Perhaps we do not think enough of what it is to be in Christ. Divine, love has been active. 

Christ has accomplished redemption, through His blood. How costly it has been, and yet how blessed. But the Father’s love would have us before Him in Christ as sons and He has been prepared to pay the price to secure us. The answer is that we are to be “to the praise of the glory of his grace”. That is all I have to say; it is a very blessed subject and should affect us greatly. 

Substance of word in meeting for ministry, Redbridge
28 March 1983




Scripture references

John 15:16 (JND) [16] Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and have set you that ye should go and [that] ye should bear fruit, and [that] your fruit should abide, that whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name he may give you.

Ephesians 1:3-7 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love; [5] having marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved: [7] in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches of his grace;

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …



SALVATION CONNECTED WITH THE HOUSEHOLD






N. T. Meek 

Exodus 12: 3–8; Ruth 2: 2, 3, 17–23 

The Scriptures speak of salvation in many ways. In Acts 4: 12 it is said to be in Christ and in “none other”. To be saved from the righteous wrath of God we certainly need to find that salvation is in Christ, the blessed and only One who was able to bear God’s judgment on our sins, so that the penalty should not be borne by us. Then the early chapters of Acts clearly connect salvation with Christ’s assembly here, as providing practical protection and a sphere of life for the believer. Further, it seems that salvation in a practical sense can be connected also with the believer’s house and I would like briefly to draw attention to this aspect of it. 

The scripture in Exodus 12 shows that the believer’s house has a protective character. It is in that house that the passover lamb is found and valued. Any household that cherishes Christ as the holy Sufferer will of necessity afford protection to those in it. The lamb would be talked about; the reason for it being there would be understood and appreciated, and its personal perfection—“without blemish”—would be acknowledged. Persons in such a house would have clearer, purer and richer thoughts than would those in an Egyptian household. Hence, may our households be places where the Lord Jesus is often spoken of. 

Another advantage for the children of Israel was that they had light in their dwellings (Exodus 10: 23). This would include light morally, as over against the moral darkness of Egypt. By extension 

the believing household has light as to how to walk through an evil world, the book of Proverbs affording help as to this. Then there is light as to future events and as to the soon-coming reign of Christ. All this imparts an immense advantage to those in such a house and one result is that in moving amongst men the believer can be steady and sure in the unstable, anxious world around him. He carries the secret of his Lord’s eventual vindication and millennial glory. Perhaps we could capitalise more on the value of the Christian’s house. It stands as an oasis of refreshment and a haven of peace in a barren and restless world. 

Ruth is an example, I suggest, of one who gained advantage from the house she was in. It would be difficult to be too explicit as to her age in this chapter but it is noteworthy that she is called a maiden in verse 5, which suggests she was comparatively young. In verse 2 she proposes to Naomi that she should find a job in the new country, or in words that we commonly use, that she should go out to work. Her mother-in-law, acting like a mother, says, 

“Go, my daughter”. Scripture does not say so, but it is more than likely that as Ruth went out of the door Naomi knelt down and prayed for her preservation. This is another advantage of the believer’s house; it is a place of prayer. How many parents have been through this exercise as their children have started out to school, and then in later years to work. Parents, with knowledge borne of experience, realize what the world is, its snares, its delusions, and its moral dangers. I sometimes think that these prayers can invest the young one with invisible, maybe angelic, protection. 

Then there is also Ruth’s responsibility. How will she comport herself? When we first start work we are normally very anxious to please our colleagues. Therein lies a possible danger. It is not that we are to be characteristically uncooperative, but we need to watch that we do not get drawn into situations and relationships that can become a snare. The Lord in His ministry here spoke of His disciples being “prudent as the serpents, and guileless as the doves”, Matthew 10: 16. Personal morning prayer and the Word of God are means of fortifying us against our natural tendency to decline, and they act as the covering bound upon the open vessel (Numbers 19: 15). 

Ruth comes home at even. It is fine to see that she discloses to Naomi all that had happened during that eventful day. We see therein a practical element of salvation in her openness and transparency as to what had transpired during the time at work. If this is characteristically maintained serious trouble will almost certainly be averted, because any initial steps towards danger or un-wisdom can early become the subject of parental counsel. Therefore in these situations let there be no part dark. The closeness and confidence between Naomi and Ruth are most affecting and in no way work to Ruth’s disadvantage. May all our households prove that the same principles apply in our own day. 

Substance of word in meeting for ministry, Malvern
5 July 1983




Scripture references

Exodus 12:3-8 (JND) [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. [4] And if the household be too small for a lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take [it] according to the number of the souls; each according to [the measure] of his eating shall ye count for the lamb. [5] Your lamb shall be without blemish, a yearling male; ye shall take [it] from the sheep, or from the goats. [6] And ye shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; and the whole congregation of the assembly of Israel shall kill it between the two evenings. [7] And they shall take of the blood, and put [it] on the two door-posts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. [8] And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; with bitter [herbs] shall they eat it.

Ruth 2:2-23 (JND) [2] And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, Let me, I pray, go to the field and glean among the ears of corn after [him] in whose sight I shall find favour. And she said to her, Go, my daughter. [3] And she went; and she came and gleaned in the fields after the reapers; and she chanced to light on an allotment of Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. [4] And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem; and he said to the reapers, Jehovah be with you! And they said to him, Jehovah bless thee! [5] And Boaz said to his servant that was set over the reapers, Whose maiden is this? [6] And the servant that was set over the reapers answered and said, It is the Moabitish maiden who came back with Naomi out of the fields of Moab; [7] and she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather among the sheaves after the reapers. And she came, and has continued from the morning until now: her sitting in the house has been little as yet. [8] And Boaz said to Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither go from here, but keep here with my maidens. [9] Let thine eyes be on the field which is being reaped, and go thou after them; have I not charged the young men not to touch thee? And when thou art athirst, go to the vessels and drink of what the young men draw. [10] Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said to him, Why have I found favour in thine eyes, that thou shouldest regard me, seeing I am a foreigner? [11] And Boaz answered and said to her, It has fully been shewn me, all that thou hast done to thy mother-in-law since the death of thy husband; and how thou hast left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come to a people that thou hast not known heretofore. [12] Jehovah recompense thy work, and let thy reward be full from Jehovah the God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to take refuge. [13] And she said, Let me find favour in thine eyes, my lord; for that thou hast comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken kindly to thy handmaid, though I am not like one of thy handmaidens. …

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

Exodus 12 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, [2] This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. …

Exodus 10:23 (JND) [23] they saw not one another, neither rose any from his place, for three days. But all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings.

Matthew 10:16 (JND) [16] Behold, *I* send you as sheep in the midst of wolves; be therefore prudent as the serpents, and guileless as the doves.

Numbers 19:15 (JND) [15] And every open vessel, which hath no covering bound upon it, shall be unclean.



“JESUS CHRIST IS THE SAME”





D. C. White 

Hebrews 13: 8 

I desire to speak, beloved brethren, simply and briefly I trust, about this blessed Person, 

Jesus Christ. What a glorious Person He is! “Jesus Christ is the same”. This would make us think of the nature of the One who was here; “Thou art the Same”, the psalm says of Him, “and thy years shall have no end”, Psalm 102: 27. Oh how glorious is the blessed Lord! Think of what He did; think of what He was; think of what He is; “Jesus Christ is the same”. 

If we are looking for an example, if we are looking for an Advocate, we must look to Him; His standard, His excellence, His worth, have never varied, nor will they. So if we think of the greatness of the Person, we must think of what He did, the One by whom the worlds were made. Think of the greatness of the Word, and of the Lord as the Creator—the One to whom we owe everything. The great physical universe we see around us was made by Him; He is the One, too, who upholds all things by the word of His power. 

What a mighty One He is!—“Thou art the Same”. As the Same He is One whose Person is impenetrable. We cannot enter into the greatness of the One who exists as “the Same”. How precious, however, to think of the way in which He came into revelation, how He took a bondman’s form, how He humbled Himself, how He was found in figure as a man, how He became obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross. The name by which He was known amongst men was Jesus—“and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins”, Matthew 1: 21. Do we all know the Saviour? Many young folk are here today; I wonder whether each one knows the Saviour—the Saviour, Jesus; as the hymn puts it— 

‘The Saviour, Jesus, who is He? 

The mighty God, a Man become!’ (Hymn 34) 

O, beloved young people, put your trust in Jesus; come to know Him, come to love Him, come to serve Him early in your lives, and prove the blessing of belonging to Himself. Jesus; what a name it is! And Jesus Christ; “Thou art the Christ” (Matthew 16: 16), this was the revelation that was vouchsafed to Peter, the Christ, the anointed Man, that blessed One who has been made both Lord and Christ. Matthew’s gospel starts off by listing the generations of Jesus Christ, Son of David, Son of Abraham; what a wonderful lineage, what precious ancestry on the natural side, but then the Lord was, and remains, ever greater than either Abraham or David—“Before Abraham was”, He could say, “I am” (John 8: 58); and He was David’s Lord. So we must be reverential and worshipful as we think of Him in the greatness of His Person. 

Then what shone out in Him as Man is most blessed to contemplate. Think of the perfection that was seen in His every movement, the One who, as we were reminded in the reading, could say that He was “Altogether that which I also say to you”, John 8: 25. There was a testimony to Him even from His foes, even from those who went to question Him, they said, “Never man spoke thus, as this man speaks”, John 7: 46. So about Jesus there was that which was unique, and no matter how He was tried, no matter how He was tested, no matter how He was assailed, those perfections, those beauties, shone through in Him as Man, the One who called forth the Father’s delight, the One who by the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God. 

Everyone who approached the Lord Jesus for help proved He was the Same in being ever approachable; they knew He would not turn them away. He was the One who could be detained by the voice of the blind beggar who said, “O Son of David, Jesus, have mercy on me” (Mark 10: 47); the One who was the Same could deal with that condition. He could deal with more extreme cases, even raising the dead, raising Lazarus; think of the perfection that shone forth in Him at that tomb; think of the might that was displayed when He said, “Lazarus, come forth”, John 11: 43. What power was resident in the blessed Son of God, the One who could say, “I and the Father are one”, John 10: 30. The gospels tell us about His life on earth; we would never find the slightest imperfection in anything that Jesus did, in those things that He began to do and to teach. How perfect His words! How perfect His works! How perfect the great, finished work which He did at Calvary. 

So let us be assured, beloved brethren, of the unchanging value of that work which remains eternally, that which has never to be repeated, that wondrous, eternal sacrifice that has been offered. What worth was in Jesus! So He was the Same yesterday, and He is the Same today. 

Oh let our hearts delight in that the attitude of the Lord towards His own will never change; the value of His work will never be diminished. That blessed Advocate, of whom we read earlier, “Jesus Christ the righteous (1 John 2: 1), how valuable is the service He renders currently, a Man in heaven there appearing before the face of God for us. So He is the Same today, and how comforting it is to take account of that. It is good to see various ages represented here today, including brethren who have proved the Lord in the past; what an example they are to those of us who are younger; what a testimony to the faithfulness of the Lord; what a witness to His ability to save and to bring His people through. They, with every one of us here, can say that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today”. 

Thus we can speak of Him from our own experience. We can think of many difficulties through which He has brought us, and we have come to know Him, not only on account of what He did for us at Calvary, but also on account of His present service to us. His daily service to us. Let us all draw more upon Him and rely increasingly on what the Lord can do for us. He will bring us through this day, and if He should leave us until tomorrow He will bring us through that day also, a day to be spent with Himself and in which we can be restful in His praise and service. Oh what a wondrous, present resource then we have in Jesus Christ the Same. 

The same Jesus, too, will come for us; the testimony in Acts was, “This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, shall thus come in the manner in which ye have beheld him going into heaven” (Acts 1: 11). Jesus is coming for us, and what a comfort that is. He is coming for us, to take us out of this world of strife and sorrow; coming to take us to be with Himself, and coming Himself for us, not acting by an intermediary, not acting in any remote way, but Himself coming into the air to take all His own to be with Him, and He will be the Same for ever. The same Jesus whom we have known, whom we have loved, will come to take us to be with Himself, and as the apostle says, “thus we shall be always with the Lord”, 1 Thessalonians 4: 17. One could say, ‘It will not be a strange Jesus’; how comforting it is to think of that, that it is our Lord and Saviour who is coming to take us to be with Himself, and to be with Him for ever. May these things comfort our hearts. 

And this is the One to whom every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to God the Father’s glory (Philippians 2: 10, 11). So the One who has proved Himself, the One who has shown Himself able, that One is worthy to reign, and everything will be put to rights when His glorious reign comes. Today we are surrounded by turmoil and chaos; every country is facing problems and difficulties; many people are finding pressure in their circumstances, in their businesses, in their relationships with others; countries are finding difficulty in their relations with one another, and all that is a sign of man’s inability to control events. Things have gone beyond the control of men. But there is one blessed Man into whose hands all power has been committed, and that One will return shortly to take His own to be with Himself, and in the not-too-distant future thereafter He will come to reign. In the meantime our hearts can be restful in the knowledge of this One who is the Same. 

Well, I just want to leave this simple impression with us, and I trust the Lord will bless it to our hearts and will use it to our comfort and encouragement, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Redbridge
7 May 1983 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].

Psalms 102:27 (JND) [27] But thou art the Same, and thy years shall have no end.

Matthew 1:21 (JND) [21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for *he* shall save his people from their sins.

Matthew 16:16 (JND) [16] And Simon Peter answering said, *Thou* art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

John 8:58 (JND) [58] Jesus said to them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.

John 8:25 (JND) [25] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? [And] Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you.

John 7:46 (JND) [46] The officers answered, Never man spoke thus, as this man [speaks].

Mark 10:47 (JND) [47] And having heard that it was Jesus the Nazaraean, he began to cry out and to say, O Son of David, Jesus, have mercy on me.

John 11:43 (JND) [43] And having said this, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.

John 10:30 (JND) [30] I and the Father are one.

1 John 2:1 (JND) [1] My children, these things I write to you in order that ye may not sin; and if any one sin, we have a patron with the Father, Jesus Christ [the] righteous;

Acts 1:11 (JND) [11] who also said, Men of Galilee, why do ye stand looking into heaven? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, shall thus come in the manner in which ye have beheld him going into heaven.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

Philippians 2:10-11 (JND) [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.



SIMPLICITY

F. S. Marsh 

“I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ”. So wrote the apostle Paul in the early days of Christianity, and how greatly his fear has been realised is now only too evident; for the day in which we live is one of apostasy and corruption. The minds of many, under the influence of Satan, have departed from the pure and holy simplicity of the word of God. 

The confusion of Christendom denotes a terrible mixture instead of uncorrupted simplicity. Men are departing from the living God; the truth of God as set forth in the Holy Scriptures is being publicly denied; the holy service of God is confused with much that is dishonouring to Him and the thoughts even of many believers have been corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 

It will be appreciated that the scriptural meaning of the word “simplicity” is not childishness nor indicative of a lack of mental powers. It is uncorruptedness; singleness of motive; sincerity or freedom from duplicity. 

It is important to observe that when a person is described as “simple” in the Book of Proverbs it has a different meaning, for there it indicates that he is foolish, easily led astray, unmindful of snares or void of understanding, but in the New Testament the word “simple” invariably relates to that which is sincere and unmingled with any corrupting element. 

What deep meaning there is, therefore, in those words of Jesus, “The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single (or simple), thy whole body also is full of light”. 

This involves simplicity of purpose, for a person with a single eye would have Christ as his sole object, and the definite purpose of his life would be to walk worthy of the Lord unto all well pleasing. As Paul said, his eye fixed on the excellency of the glory of Christ, “One thing I do … I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”. 

With this there would also be simplicity concerning evil, for as the thoughts of the believer are preserved under the influence of Christ, so would there be a turning away from evil, as the same apostle wrote, “Yet I would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil”. 

It is saddening to observe how many—even children of tender age—are corrupted by the evil influences of the world, its polluted entertainments and defiling books.. On the other hand it is delightful to find those who with the protection of a godly home, under the pure influence of the word of God and the company of the people of God have been preserved in simplicity concerning evil; who are not versed in all the ways of the world, not speaking its corrupt language nor ensnared by its evil pleasures. 

Then, too, there is the necessity for simplicity of conduct, for Christianity is much more than doctrines (precious as they are). It is livingly evidenced in the practical lives of Christians, for it is not sufficient for us to be hearers of the word only but doers also; and hence the exhortation of the apostle to the Philippians in his great epistle of Christian conduct, “Do all things without murmurings and disputings—that ye may be blameless (or simple) and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world”. To be marked by simplicity is the keynote of conduct that is pleasing to God. 

This would develop simplicity of service. How beautiful was the exhortation to the servants that, they should serve “in singleness (or simplicity) of heart, as unto Christ; not with eye-service, as men-pleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; with good will doing service as to the Lord, and not to men”. 

Simplicity is therefore the great secret of true service, for then the heart is governed by one motive only—to do the will of God. Duplicity of motive, such as love of self, or the love of the approval of men, would corrupt the service and spoil its effectiveness and acceptability. 

It is as there is wholeheartedness, and a single eye for God’s glory, that simplicity will be maintained, the enemy defeated and the believer preserved from corruption. May we thus value “simplicity” more and more. 

From ‘Goodly Words’, 1929 

(Quotations are from the Authorised Version) 

 


THE WORK OF CHRIST

D. C. Brown 

The cross of Christ, on which He bore 

The sins of all who own His claim, 

Displays that God, for evermore, 

Has finished with the man of shame 

And shows the fulness of God’s grace 

Securing us a heavenly place. 

The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 

Propitiation for all sin, 

Is witness that the work is done 

Which makes us free to come within 

The presence of a holy God 

To know His love; to give Him laud. 

The water from His smitten side 

Is witness, too, His work’s complete 

And in each mind that work applied 

Ensures for us this world’s defeat; 

For we may be while still below 

Made clean by virtue of that flow. 

Edinburgh
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