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THE DESERT PLACE


D. L. Stewart 

Matthew 14: 12, 13; Psalm 23: 1–4 

The death of John the baptist was a tragic matter. We could not say that as to our young brother, although he has been cut off suddenly in youth. But Jesus was there. Whatever our young brother passed through in his closing moments, Jesus was there; He came there, came where Ewan was, and the Lord Himself took him. What the experience relating to that was, who can tell? It will come out, however, in glory yet—it is one of the completing exercises; the other is, of course, to be caught up in the clouds; but there is something in the way of completion that must enter into passing through the article of death. 

What I want to refer to is the desert place. The disciples came and brought word to Jesus. That is what we can do; that is what our bereaved ones would do; they would take up the body, and bury it, and bring word to Jesus. He is available whatever the need may be. After that there is the desert place; a death leaves that with us; but Jesus is there. He takes the lead in going into the desert place, but others are there too. I am thinking of the days ahead and the void, but in that there is something to be learned in the service and presence of Jesus, peculiarly so. Our young brother is in the presence of Jesus. I take the liberty of quoting a verse that was given to me, and I might say, as the brethren here know the present circumstances, that it was given to me by Mr. Norman Pye. The verse is a well-known one— 

‘But with Him—O, with Jesus! 

Are any words so blest? 

With Jesus, joy unending, 

And everlasting rest!’ (Hymn 220) 

That is the portion of Ewan, perfect, unalloyed bliss in the presence of Jesus. But then it goes on to say— 

‘With Jesus—hearts now empty 

Filled with His perfect love; 

His perfect peace each moment, 

Till perfect bliss above.’ 

That is for those who are left; it is what the desert place is to become. 

With Jesus, the desert place becomes the green pastures of Psalm 23; “Jehovah (the Lord) is my shepherd”. I would like my word, if I have anything to say today, to have a bearing on the young people. In the occasion today there is something peculiar in relation to the children. 

They too may experience something of barrenness and sorrow entering into their lives, but what a resource there is in the shepherd care of the Lord. “He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters”. This period that we are speaking of, the desert place, the time when things are empty, is to become a fruitful place to every one of us. What is going to come out of these green pastures? Will it be growth? Think of the Lord taking things in hand in such a way as to provide conditions which are favourable for growth—green pastures and still waters. 

Then, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil—for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me”. How much we have all felt the shadow of death in the experience of these months past and this is not to be lost on us but is to yield for God in growth with us spiritually. 

Then there is the Lord’s rod, His authority, to be happily accepted, and as we accept it we have the support of the staff. May the Lord encourage us all. 

Word at the burial of Ewan McKay (aged 9), Glasgow
29 April 1981 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 14:12-13 (JND) [12] And his disciples came and took the body and buried it, and came and brought word to Jesus. [13] And Jesus, having heard it, went away thence by ship to a desert place apart. And the crowds having heard [of it] followed him on foot from the cities.

Psalms 23:1-4 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. [4] Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.

Psalms 23 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. …



THE ATTRACTIVENESS OF JESUS


E. M. Walkinshaw 

Matthew 11: 25–30; 21: 1–5; Revelation 5: 6–10 

I am impressed with the wonderful attractiveness of the Lord Jesus. He is not a Person who holds aloof, or is distant from man, but He comes so that God Himself might be known in the heart of man. That is a tremendous statement to make, that God should be known in the heart of man. The Creator of the universe desires to be known in the heart of man, in what we would call the seat of man’s affections. The Lord Jesus is so attractive. To the Jews, of course, He was not that when He came—“He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom men hide their faces”, Isaiah 53: 3. Such was Jesus here. Yet He is attractive; He has become attractive to all those in whom God’s Spirit has worked. Persons born anew have different desires and thoughts, a different outlook. I suppose it is a question of how far we may let them develop. There is much in this world that gets in the way, and many of our spiritual desires are hampered and clogged so that they do not develop. New birth in John’s gospel (John 3: 3–8) underlies spiritual manhood. That is what God has in mind for all of us—spiritual manhood, heavenly manhood. It begins with new birth. 

I would encourage each of us to be with the Lord to allow the desires and thoughts of the new nature—if I may call it that—to develop. We have spoken of the Lord’s words and His commandments, and they are not grievous (1 John 5: 3). They are not grievous because God has given us a nature that is suited to them. That is the divine nature (2 Peter 1: 4). They are grievous to the flesh, but the more we make room for the Holy Spirit to develop our spiritual tastes, the more we shall find that Jesus is attractive to us—and the more we shall desire to be in His company. It has been well said that the Lord desires our company more than He desires our service, because He is a very real Man. He is no different now from what He was when He sat at the well of Sychar in John 4. His character is no different, nor His feelings, nor His affections. His condition is different, but not His desires. He was lonely then. As far as some of us are concerned, He may still be lonely. 

How much do I seek His presence day by day? As brethren will know, I am now retired from a secular occupation. I therefore challenge myself as to how much more time I give to His company not how much more time I can use in service, but how much more time do I give to His company? I would suggest to all of us that we seek His company more and, as Mr. Darby says, speak to Him and with Him as with a familiar Friend. Now the Lord desires that constantly. I would suggest again that we learn to persevere in prayer (Colossians 4: 2). 

Persevere in it. You find you are weary and tired. We all get that way. He knows our frame, that we are dust (Psalm 103: 14), but let us persevere in 

prayer. I think as we persevere in prayer we shall find that in His grace He will as a consequence draw us into His presence, into the presence of God. That is the holiest. We have title to enter by the blood of Jesus (Hebrews 10: 19); we have power to enter by the Holy Spirit. Now the great question is, How far do we give room to the Holy Spirit to enable us to enjoy our title? 

The presence of God must be wonderful. When I think of it objectively, as we say, I think, 

‘Well, God’s immediate presence must be ecstasy!’ If I wrote down on paper what I thought about the presence of God I must say that it cannot be other than ecstasy. I ask myself, ‘What is my practical experience of that?’. That reminds me of some words of Mr. J. Taylor, that the early saints no doubt enjoyed ecstasy. Ecstasy, he added, belongs to Christianity. Is it possible in these days to enjoy it? I believe it is. The Lord would have us to know what it is to be outside this scene of turmoil, strife, problems—personal, maybe household, maybe assembly difficulties—and to be abstracted in the power of the Spirit into the world where there are no difficulties, and where there is no pressure. I believe, dear brethren, we must be exercised to be set for such an experience, and wholly committed to the Lord. 

In the first passage I read Jesus makes a simple appeal. He says, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”. How burdened we become about our circumstances! I do, anyway, at times become burdened about many things; but I believe that what the Lord really has in His mind is those who are burdened by the conditions of God’s people. Conditions were very bad when He was speaking. The great religious organisation was going on, with all its ordinances and sacrifices, following the pattern, I suppose, 

of the law of Moses. The Pharisees were at their work, but the whole system had rejected Jesus, and He was outside of it. God’s people were scattered. They were under the Roman yoke. There was a good deal.to labour and be burdened about, and the Lord says, ‘Come to Me. I am outside of it all’, so to speak. Jesus is outside of it all today. If we are labouring and burdened, Jesus would bid us come to Him. He says, “I will give you rest”. It is a great thing to have rest, in the sense of restfulness—not simply rest physically, because sometimes we have time to rest physically and we are not able to rest, not being restful. In the midst of all the difficulties that exist among God’s people generally, it is a great thing to come to Jesus and for Him to give us rest. That is a personal touch. The Lord Jesus is outside the turmoil, and we can find Him there. 

I think, if you care to follow it up, you will find a similarity with 2 Timothy 2—the whole ecclesiastical system gone, and the faith of people being overthrown, but the firm foundation of God stands, and there is the Lord upon whom we can call (2 Timothy 2: 19, 22), to whom we can come, One who is outside and who bids us come to Him. So He becomes attractive to us. Let me ask you simply, Is Jesus attractive to you? He adds, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls”. First He gives the personal touch, then “ye shall find rest to your souls”. Notice that He does not say, ‘I became meek and lowly’. In some places He speaks of what He becomes, that which He was not before, according to the meaning of the word. He says, “I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades”, Revelation 1: 18. But here He says, “I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”. 

I would love to be with the Lord Jesus like that outside the camp (Hebrews 13: 13), morally outside the great cities, outside the religion of the world, if you like to call it that, outside its commerce and politics. Jesus has had to denounce the cities because of their rejection of Him, and He is outside of them. Our place, dear brethren, or perhaps I might say our privilege, is to be outside with Him. Then He brings us into rest and liberty. We no longer labour. 

There are dear believers who are really puzzled at the conditions in the world. They were expecting that, as the gospel was preached continuously, so gradually the influence of the kingdom of God would change the face of the world, and Christ’s kingdom would gradually gain ascendancy and take over. They are sorrowfully disappointed, because they have not understood the secrecy of the testimony, that now is not the time of public display. They have not understood Christ’s rejection, and the fact that He will come to take away His people, and then set up His kingdom. But for those who are in the light, the ruin and the confusion and the worsening of things in the world are to be expected. In fact, if things did not wax worse and worse (2 Timothy 3: 13 A.V.) we could not believe the Bible, could we? The Bible tells us that things shall wax worse and worse, “juggling imposters” deceiving and being deceived. We get them at our doors. They tell us all sorts of things. What an expression it is in that scripture, “juggling imposters”! 2 Timothy 3: 13. It is said that the quickness of the hand deceives the eye; that is the idea. That is how these persons twist the truth of the Scriptures, “leading and being led astray”. 

But if you come to Jesus, if you are anchored to Him outside the camp, you come to One who is 

meek and lowly. Now, He is the King. Note that in Matthew’s gospel He is the King. Yet the gospel in which Jesus is presented as the King is the only gospel which speaks of Him as being meek. You do not expect a king to be meek; you expect him to be in pomp, and glory, and power. You do not expect him, as in our second scripture, to be riding on an ass. Jesus is called meek, yet He is the King! “Thy king cometh ... meek, and mounted upon an ass, and upon a colt, the foal of an ass”. Think of Jesus coming into Jerusalem like that, with all power at His disposal, yet marked by this lowliness. He did not assert His own rights, though He could have done. He held to the rights of God. What an appeal! I find the presentation of Jesus in these two passages extremely attractive. If the Queen of England were passing through Bristol people would want to be in the streets to see her. We pay every respect to the Queen. We are thankful for her, believing that she is a believer. In any case, we would respect her position and status as of God. But think of Jesus coming, meek. The Queen would come, of course, attired as a queen. I doubt if you could say she would come as Jesus comes here—meek and lowly, riding on an ass. Think of the character of Jesus, coming into Jerusalem like this—the King, yet coming down to show His subjects how they should themselves behave. He the King, but Himself a lowly, subject Man, showing those of His kingdom just how they should behave here. 

Is Jesus attractive to you? He is becoming more attractive to me. You may say that is because I am getting an old man. It may be, and perhaps the time of my being with Him is not far off. 

But I can say He has been attractive to me for many years, and He is becoming increasingly so. That does not set aside natural affections, responsibilities or privileges. I do enjoy those things, but there is the spiritual, and I think the Lord would have the spiritual to gain the ascendancy. Now, the younger people here are more natural than they are spiritual. That is evident, because no one is born spiritual. You are born natural, but as you go on the Holy Spirit will work with you so that, while in your early years you may pay a lot more attention to what is natural than to what is spiritual, gradually, especially as you speak to Him, the spiritual will gain the ascendancy and take precedence. “First ... that which is natural, then that which is spiritual”, 1 Corinthians 15: 46. So there is much that is natural. I suppose some of the young men here would prefer to be playing football. That is natural. But the Spirit of God develops tastes with us so that, eventually, instead of preferring to be playing football, or swimming, or whatever it may be, we prefer to be among God’s people when they are assembled. That is because new birth, the new nature, is asserting itself. How wonderful that is! 

I want to speak of the Lord Jesus in Revelation 5. First of all He is referred to as a lion (Revelation 5: 5). I have sought help to speak on this passage before, but I could not say that I felt too successful, because Revelation is a difficult book. Nevertheless, the Lord helps us in it. In the verses just before those we read, there was a book to be opened, and no one was found worthy to open the book. Notice what it says, “I saw on the right hand of him that sat upon the throne a book, written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to break its seals? And no one was able in the heaven, or upon the earth, or underneath the earth, to open the book, or to regard it”. No one could do it: what a situation to be in! There is a book to be opened and seven seals to be dealt with, 

and nobody can do it! This is the problem in the world at the present moment. Who can resolve all these problems—political, economic, educational? Who can introduce law and order? Who can insist on what is right? No one, it says, in the heaven or upon the earth, or under the earth, was able to open the book or regard it. They could not even consider doing it, never mind doing it! 

John says, “And I wept much” (v.4). It is a good thing to weep. We have been reminded of the weepers of Scripture. Joseph was a weeper—a great administrator, but he was a weeper. 

David, too. There has been weeping in the history of the testimony of God. There are many dear brethren sitting here who have wept. I am convinced of that. And not simply over their own matters, but over matters relating to the Lord’s interests. John weeps much, but one of the elders says to him, “Do not weep. Behold, the lion which is of the tribe of Juda, the root of David, has overcome so as to open the book, and its seven seals”. One Person, one Man, and only One. No one else is capable. Do you know the name of this One, the Overcomer? 

His name is Jesus. He it was who said on earth, “Come to me … for I am meek and lowly”, the One who came riding upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. He is the only Man who can resolve all the problems of the universe. 

I think Mr. Darby says somewhere that there is around us a whole system of moral relationships where everything is out of order, and which proves by its very greatness that it cannot be resolved save by God stepping into it. That is what is all around us. Jesus is the One who will bring in order. The Lion of the tribe of Juda turns not away for any (Proverbs 30: 30). The root of David—the One from whom David sprang—is the One who will open the book. It has touched me often that that is what the elder says—“the lion … of the tribe of Juda … has overcome”—but John does not see a lion, he sees a Lamb standing, as slain, in the midst of, the throne; “in the midst of the elders, a Lamb standing, as slain”. It impresses me with the meekness and the lowliness and the self-sacrificing character of Jesus. 

In other words, His power and ability to open the book are not simply due to His being the root of David, but are based on His moral worth, as having accomplished the great work of redemption. John might have been afraid if he had seen the Lion, but it says he saw a Lamb standing—a little Lamb (see footnote in N.T.), and yet One capable of opening the book and dealing with its seals. 

Then you get many persons around; many that are brought to God; “Thou hast redeemed to God, by thy blood, out of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation, and made them to our God kings and priests; and they shall reign over the earth”. But what I wanted to call attention to was the power of the spirit of Jesus, how attractive He is. A lion is hardly attractive, except maybe as a dignified animal, but a lamb is attractive. I think that Paul approached the Corinthians like this. He says, “For I did not judge it well to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and him crucified”, 1 Corinthians 2: 2. That was the determination of the lion, that was the character, Paul not turning aside for any, in his approach to the Corinthians. Then he says he was in weakness and fear and much trembling (v.3). That is like the lamb—the spirit of the man. Though he was determined to see that all that was due to God was maintained, he did it in the spirit of the Lamb. I think these two characteristics are essential for any administration or government in God’s assembly. One is the determination to maintain everything that is due to God, and the other is the quietness and meekness and lowliness of spirit in the way it is done. That is, I think, the kind of man that God will support. Of course, as to the universe, there is only One, but I think the character of that Man is to be seen in the assembly and in testimony, pending the day of public display. 

May the Lord Jesus encourage all our hearts to be attracted more to Himself, and to be more in His company and, as more in His company, to grow more in His likeness. May it be so, for His pleasure. 

Address at Bristol
14 February 1981 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 11:25-30 (JND) [25] At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes. [26] Yea, Father, for thus has it been well-pleasing in thy sight. [27] All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son but the Father, nor does any one know the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son may be pleased to reveal [him]. [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; [30] for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Matthew 21:1-5 (JND) [1] And when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, at the mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, [2] saying to them, Go into the village over against you, and immediately ye will find an ass tied, and a colt with it; loose [them] and lead [them] to me. [3] And if any one say anything to you, ye shall say, The Lord has need of them, and straightway he will send them. [4] But all this came to pass, that that might be fulfilled which was spoken through the prophet, saying, [5] Say to the daughter of Zion, Behold thy King cometh to thee, meek, and mounted upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.

Revelation 5:6-10 (JND) [6] And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, a Lamb standing, as slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God [which are] sent into all the earth: [7] and it came and took [it] out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne. [8] And when it took the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, having each a harp and golden bowls full of incenses, which are the prayers of the saints. [9] And they sing a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open its seals; because thou hast been slain, and hast redeemed to God, by thy blood, out of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation, [10] and made them to our God kings and priests; and they shall reign over the earth.

Isaiah 53:3 (JND) [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not.

John 3:3-8 (JND) [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. [4] Nicodemus says to him, How can a man be born being old? can he enter a second time into the womb of his mother and be born? [5] Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born of water and of Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. [6] That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. [7] Do not wonder that I said to thee, It is needful that *ye* should be born anew. [8] The wind blows where it will, and thou hearest its voice, but knowest not whence it comes and where it goes: thus is every one that is born of the Spirit.

1 John 5:3 (JND) [3] For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments; and his commandments are not grievous.

2 Peter 1:4 (JND) [4] through which he has given to us the greatest and precious promises, that through these ye may become partakers of [the] divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Colossians 4:2 (JND) [2] Persevere in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving;

Psalms 103:14 (JND) [14] For himself knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.

Hebrews 10:19 (JND) [19] Having therefore, brethren, boldness for entering into the [holy of] holies by the blood of Jesus,

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

2 Timothy 2:19-22 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity. [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

Revelation 1:18 (JND) [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

Revelation 1:18 (JND) [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

Hebrews 13:13 (JND) [13] therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach:

2 Timothy 3:13 (JND) [13] But wicked men and juggling impostors shall advance in evil, leading and being led astray.

2 Timothy 3:13 (JND) [13] But wicked men and juggling impostors shall advance in evil, leading and being led astray.

1 Corinthians 15:46 (JND) [46] But that which is spiritual [was] not first, but that which is natural, then that which is spiritual:

Revelation 5 (JND) [1] And I saw on the right hand of him that sat upon the throne a book, written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. [2] And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who [is] worthy to open the book, and to break its seals? [3] And no one was able in the heaven, or upon the earth, or underneath the earth, to open the book, or to regard it. …

Revelation 5:5 (JND) [5] And one of the elders says to me, Do not weep. Behold, the lion which [is] of the tribe of Juda, the root of David, has overcome [so as] to open the book, and its seven seals.

Proverbs 30:30 (JND) [30] The lion, mighty among beasts, which turneth not away for any;

1 Corinthians 2:2 (JND) [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified.



DIVINE STRENGTHENING


J. G. Chalmers 

Romans 4: 20–22; Ephesians 3: 14–18 

These passages refer to being strengthened. In Romans Paul says that Abraham found strength in faith, or, as it may read, was ‘inwardly strengthened by faith’; and in Ephesians Paul prays that the saints may be strengthened with power by the Father’s Spirit in the inner man. God had said that Abraham and Sarah were to have a son. Humanly speaking, that was impossible, but Abraham did not reason on human lines. In faith he took God at His word and was inwardly strengthened thereby for he was fully persuaded that what God had promised He was able to do. 

These are days, beloved brethren, when our faith is being tested. Young people leaving school are finding difficulty in getting work; some of our brethren are facing unemployment; others are afflicted with sickness and various other matters. These things make us wonder at times just how we are going to get through; situations seem at times impossible as we see no apparent issue. God is testing out His own work in the saints. He has promised that He will not leave us nor forsake us (Hebrews 13: 5). 

He has promised to be a Father to us (2 Corinthians 6: 18). His promises are many and they are meant to strengthen faith in the midst of adverse and seemingly impossible conditions. 

Unbelief quails before difficulties, but faith lays hold of God and on the infinite resources that are in God, knowing that what He has promised He is able to do. There is not a circumstance that can arise in our individual lives, or in our households and businesses, or in the testimony, but what God is able for, no matter how impossible it appears. As we prove God thus, we give Him the glory, as Abraham gave glory to God. 

In Ephesians 3 it is a matter of being strengthened by the Father’s Spirit in the inner man in view of the spiritual realm, the realm of God’s purpose. As we think of that realm we feel the need of being strengthened in view of apprehending and enjoying it. Paul had unfolded to the saints the whole counsel of God and here he is bowing his knees to the Father, showing the intensity of his desire that we should enter upon and enjoy the vast realm of divine counsels. 

It has often been said that God has just one thing before Him, and that is a universe of bliss of which the Christ is the glorious centre; yes, the Christ, the One who has effected everything for God and who gives character to that whole scene of glory that subsists for the pleasure of God. 

O, beloved, may we have a heart to go in for the whole counsel of God! There is no reason at all why we should not be able to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height, for the Spirit is available to us, the Father’s Spirit—a wonderful thought—the One who strengthens us with power in the inner man so that we have capacity to apprehend with all the saints the vastness and wealth of the realm that subsists for the pleasure of God. The issue is, “to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus”. Well, dear brethren, as we prove what it is to be inwardly strengthened by faith in the sphere of testimony, and by the Father’s Spirit in the realm of purpose, may there be increasingly glory to God, for glory all belongs to Him. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Lossiemouth
19 August 1980




Scripture references

Romans 4:20-22 (JND) [20] and hesitated not at the promise of God through unbelief; but found strength in faith, giving glory to God; [21] and being fully persuaded that what he has promised he is able also to do; [22] wherefore also it was reckoned to him as righteousness.

Ephesians 3:14-18 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height;

Hebrews 13:5 (JND) [5] [Let your] conversation [be] without love of money, satisfied with [your] present circumstances; for *he* has said, I will not leave thee, neither will I forsake thee.

2 Corinthians 6:18 (JND) [18] and I will be to you for a Father, and ye shall be to me for sons and daughters, saith [the] Lord Almighty.

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …



FRUIT FOR GOD





J. Trotter1

1 Chronicles 7: 22, 23 

I would like help from the Spirit to say a brief word, beloved, on an impression received on Lord’s day as to fruitfulness. Ephraim’s name means ‘double fruitfulness’, and fruitfulness in Scripture is primarily for the heart of God. There was a calamity in this man’s house. His sons had gone to take cattle from the men of Gath and they were all slain. What a calamity that was! and his brethren came to comfort him. Calamity comes to each of us in some way or other. I do not think that any of us has got through the testimonial pathway so far without some calamity having come upon us, and such matters give the brethren opportunity to comfort each other. 

But I am thinking of what the result is for God from these calamities; what is He getting out of them? Our brother has mentioned sickness and other matters that come upon the brethren, ordered of God. As we accept them from Him, and go through them with Him, there will be fruit for Him—double fruitfulness, as this man’s name means. 

I was thinking too of Deuteronomy 26, although I did not read it, where we read of a man with a basket in which was the first of all the fruits of the land. He did not get those fruits in the wilderness; no, he got them in the land. He had taken possession of the inheritance and dwelt in it. If we are to have our basket full of such fruits it means that we have to be in the land, in the enjoyment by the Spirit of our inheritance. That man had the first-fruits in his basket and they were for God—his basket was set down before the altar and before Jehovah (Deuteronomy 26: 4, 10). To bear fruit for God in this way we must be dwellers in the land, the land flowing with milk and honey. God’s thought was that His people should be in the land. We know all that came into the wilderness, but God loves to have His people in the land. God’s thought for us at this time is that we should take possession and be in the enjoyment of our inheritance. It is there for us, the heavenly land, where we can gather fruit and present it to God for His pleasure. 

Well, dear brethren, that is just the simple impression one had, that out of calamity, and also out of our dwelling in the land, there may be more and more fruit for God, to enrich the service of God. May the Lord help us in it. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Lossiemouth
19 August 1980 

 


Scripture references

1 Chronicles 7:22-23 (JND) [22] And Ephraim their father mourned many days, and his brethren came to comfort him. [23] And he went in to his wife; and she conceived, and bore a son; and he called his name Beriah, for [he was born] when calamity was in his house.

Deuteronomy 26 (JND) [1] And it shall be when thou comest into the land that Jehovah thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein, [2] that thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which thou shalt bring of thy land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the place that Jehovah thy God will choose to cause his name to dwell there; [3] and thou shalt come unto the priest that shall be in those days, and say unto him, I profess this day unto Jehovah thy God, that I am come unto the land that Jehovah swore unto our fathers to give us. …

Deuteronomy 26:4-10 (JND) [4] And the priest shall take the basket out of thy hand, and set it down before the altar of Jehovah thy God. [5] And thou shalt speak and say before Jehovah thy God, A perishing Aramean was my father, and he went down to Egypt with a few, and sojourned there, and became there a nation, great, mighty, and populous. [6] And the Egyptians evil-entreated us, and afflicted us, and laid upon us hard bondage; [7] and we cried to Jehovah, the God of our fathers, and Jehovah heard our voice, and looked on our affliction, and our labour, and our oppression; [8] and Jehovah brought us forth out of Egypt with a powerful hand, and with a stretched-out arm, and with great terribleness, and with signs, and with wonders; [9] and he hath brought us into this place, and hath given us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey! [10] And now, behold, I have brought the first of the fruits of the land, which thou, Jehovah, hast given me. And thou shalt set it down before Jehovah thy God, and worship before Jehovah thy God.



YOUTHFUL COMMITTAL


L. McFarlane 

Daniel 1: 1–9, 12–16; Ruth 1: 1–9, 15–19; 1 Samuel 17: 41, 42, 45, 46 

I desire to call attention to the youths of whom I have read in these three scriptures. The impression came to me from observation and the contributions of several of the young people in these meetings. At times we tend to speak of our young in a corrective way, whereas one’s exercise is to emphasize what is positive in them. The persons we have read about are an example even to those of us who are older. Daniel “purposed in his heart”. I want to speak about your hearts. Make a vow here in your seat tonight; purpose in your heart a vow of committal. I raise the question with us as to the influence we have with our young companions; what kind of an influence I am with the younger people. Daniel influenced these others. He came to something in his heart and influenced these young men around him. They were all of Judah. These scriptures all relate to Judah, which is a remarkable thing. We see the sovereignty of God in His operations, beginning with the youths. We need to value that, dear brethren; what is positive, what is proceeding in our young people, and to link on with it. 

That is what Peter said on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2: 17, quoting from the prophet Joel, “And it shall be in the last days, saith God, that I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions”. 

So Daniel purposed that he would not pollute himself. We are in very difficult times, and I would just desire that all might come to this, that we might not be polluted by the world. It is not the evil side of the world here, it is the ‘nice’ part of it, the respectable setting, that we have here in the king’s delicate food and the wine that he drank. It is what is accredited in the world in respectability. The question is—Am I going to be influenced by Babylon? The standard is maintained here in Babylon by these youths. During the last war the young men were conscripted; they became representative of the truth wherever they were found. We know not what lies ahead, but I think God is calling attention to the youths. They are the ones that are going to stand here in testimony. We desire to encourage you to stand, and not to be polluted by Babylon and what is proceeding in it. Daniel not only came to what he would not partake of, but the matter of intelligence is seen here in him; he knew what to eat, what to feed upon. Dear young sisters, this raises the question of what you are feeding on. Daniel knew what to feed on, what would help him. He desired pulse and water. You say, Well, that is a very meagre diet. Yes, as far as the world is concerned that is what it would be. But, ah, at the end of this time we are told that attention is called to their countenances. You see, God discerned in Cain that something was wrong. His countenance betrayed him (Genesis 4: 6). 

Your countenance, dear friend, will betray what you are feeding on. It says that at the end of ten days these youths were fairer. Think of what is produced in a Christian household, what God has in our households; it is intended to produce what is fairer than all Babylon. 

So Daniel goes through; he served under several kings; he continued. It is a great thing to begin well; thank God for our beginnings, but then we need to continue. There are those here with us this evening who have continued over decades. We respect and love them; they represent what is going through. So we are not just speaking of a picture on the wall; we are speaking of tangible things seen in persons in whom the truth has been formative, who have been subdued, and who have been set up here in testimony for God. So I bring forward Daniel as one who was concerned as to what he fed on, so that he was marked out in Babylon as one who had wisdom and knowledge above all that were there. In times of crisis Daniel was called upon; it could be said, “Art thou that Daniel?” (Daniel 5: 13). Heaven took account of this man, his committals and his youth. There was a point in his history when Gabriel addressed him as “one greatly beloved” (Daniel 9: 23). Oh, we are on a subject that leads to what is lovable, and I want to encourage you young people to continue what God has wrought in you, and not to be ashamed of it; to be here as Daniel who had to face many a trial and test in his history, but went through to the end. 

Now I want to speak of this young sister. Ruth. These precious things we are speaking of are not just for the younger brothers, they involve our dear sisters. Ruth the Moabitess came in from the outside, but was one who in type had a great appreciation of Christ and of the local assembly. In Ruth we have one who commits herself to her local brethren, and that is a feature I want to commend. If you are going to be anything in the testimony, you will have to begin locally. Like Timothy, you will have to have a good commendation from your local brethren. Ruth was one who wholeheartedly committed herself. You may say we do not see anything of the assembly mentioned here. But Naomi typifies the work of God in this sense, particularly in the older ones. We older brethren, like Naomi, have much in our histories to humble us. 

But all that is under God’s hand; it is His way of development. We all began as young men and young women in the testimony but something came into our histories to humble us, and that is Naomi. Now the tendency with us naturally would be to despise that and lose the blessing. 

We can speak from experience as to many who have turned aside, disregarding the authority of the local assembly. It is a sorrowful thing to turn away from what God has set up in a place; it is there representatively. Ananias in Acts 9 was a man who needed some adjustment, but nonetheless he represented what was in Damascus, and the Lord is taking account of such where they are, as here in Villa Grove. The Lord is taking account of what is here by the way of experience and discipline. So the blessing results from Ruth’s cleaving to Naomi. These two girls, Orpah and Ruth, had the same opportunities, but the point came in their histories where it says of Orpah that she kissed her mother-in-law and returned to her own people. I trust that there is no one like that here this evening. You are not thinking of going into the world, are you?—of forming some link with the world? The Lord would speak to you tonight. Oh, cleave to what is local, cleave to your brethren, to what the Lord has here in testimony, what.is intended for your salvation. I remember an elderly brother many years ago getting up in a meeting to make a confession, and what do you think he confessed? He desired to confess to the brethren how they had saved him all his life long. Well, there are many of us who can say that this evening; the brethren have saved us; we have been preserved through the love of the brethren. The Lord would help us to be standing on our feet. So one would urge the young people to cleave to what is local; respect the local assembly; love it and serve it, and the Lord may in His own time have something more in view for you. 

David is mentioned in the last verse of this book. It says, “Boaz begot Obed, and Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David”. So the royal line is going through in subjection. The Lord has graciously brought this feature of the truth before us; it is the royal line, and that is the way we are going to be preserved—and held here for the testimony. Ruth became a woman of worth; she came into association with Boaz the mighty man of wealth. Dear young friend, have you had to do with Jesus, the mighty Man of wealth? Ruth in figure had to do with Him; she had nothing of her own, but she had to do with one who had everything. She became his own possession, and in the Lord’s genealogy you will see Ruth’s name mentioned in Matthew 1. God would appeal to our hearts this evening. He would appeal to anyone who is minded to go into the world, and I would appeal to you. Stay with the brethren, stay where there is food! Naomi heard that Jehovah had visited His people to give them bread. God is giving His people food; let us stay with them. 

Finally, I want to speak of David in relation to our secret histories. I want to say a word about your secret history, what the brethren do not know too much about. David spoke to Saul of experiences he had with the lion and the bear. You might say, What kind of secret history could a young person have? Well, we have it right here in the scripture, a young man with a secret history with God. We were speaking today of Jesus at the age of twelve, and nothing more is recorded of Him for eighteen years. But were they idle days? Oh no! The days of Jesus were full; the Father took account of them. And here David appears on the scene as one who had a history. That is a very important thing, friend, your relations with the Lord Jesus, with the Spirit, what has taken place in your chamber in secret. It is a most important matter. It is not just coming to meetings. Thank God for everyone here, but it is more than just coming to the meetings. It is what is going on in secret. The enemy attacked David in the lion—that character of fierce attack—and then the bear, which would be more subtle. But David said he dealt with both, “and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them”. Then Saul put his armour on David, but David said, “I cannot go in these; for I have never tried them”. You see, a man with a secret history is always ready, and he does not need any make-up. The work of God is such that, as it proceeds in our hearts, we are available in times of crisis. 

So there was this great crisis in Israel. Goliath challenged the armies of the living God. Saul and all Israel were afraid of him. Why should these men of war be afraid of the Philistine? 

Why? These matters search us out, dear brethren. Are we operating on the same principles as the Philistine? Then we cannot face him. But here was David, the shepherd boy, coming in from the field. He had the wherewithal; he went down to the brook, in type the death of Christ meant a great deal to David. He went down to the brook and he selected these smooth stones. It would be helpful if we did this, having stones we are accustomed to use, smooth stones. David brought these stones up from the brook and put them in the shepherd’s bag and he dealt with the Philistine. 

One would encourage us all, and especially the dear younger people, to desire this; to have to do with the Lord in secret, to be cleaving to what is local, and to have purpose of heart. May the Lord bless the word. 

Address at Villa Grove. Ill.
26 December 1980 

 


Scripture references

Daniel 1:1-16 (JND) [1] In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. [2] And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, and a part of the vessels of the house of God; and he carried them into the land of Shinar, to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure-house of his god. [3] And the king spoke unto Ashpenaz the chief of his eunuchs, that he should bring of the children of Israel, both of the royal seed and of the nobles, [4] youths in whom was no blemish, and of goodly countenance, and skilful in all wisdom, and acquainted with knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the language of the Chaldeans. [5] And the king appointed unto them a daily provision of the king's delicate food, and of the wine that he drank, to nourish them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king. [6] Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. [7] And the prince of the eunuchs gave them names: to Daniel he gave [the name] Belteshazzar, and to Hananiah, Shadrach, and to Mishael, Meshach, and to Azariah, Abed-nego. [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself. [9] And God granted Daniel favour and mercy before the prince of the eunuchs. [10] And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king who hath appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces worse liking than the youths who are of your age? and ye would endanger my head with the king. [11] And Daniel said to the steward, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, [12] Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink; …

Ruth 1:1-19 (JND) [1] And it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land. And a certain man went from Bethlehem-Judah, to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two sons. [2] And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem-Judah. And they came into the country of Moab, and continued there. [3] And Elimelech Naomi's husband died; and she was left, and her two sons. [4] And they took them Moabitish wives; the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the second Ruth: and they abode there about ten years. [5] And Mahlon and Chilion died also, both of them; and the woman was left of her two children and of her husband. [6] And she arose, she and her daughters-in-law, and returned from the fields of Moab; for she had heard in the fields of Moab how that Jehovah had visited his people to give them bread. [7] Wherefore she went forth out of the place where she had been, and her two daughters-in-law with her; and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah. [8] And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, Go, return each to her mother's house. Jehovah deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead and with me. [9] Jehovah grant you that ye may find rest, each in the house of her husband. And she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice and wept. [10] And they said to her, We will certainly return with thee to thy people. [11] And Naomi said, Return, my daughters: why will ye go with me? Are there yet sons in my womb, that they could be your husbands? [12] Return, my daughters, go; for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say, I have hope, should I even have a husband to-night, and should I also bear sons, …

1 Samuel 17:41-46 (JND) [41] And the Philistine came on and approached David; and the man that bore the shield was before him. [42] And when the Philistine looked about and saw David, he disdained him; for he was a youth, and ruddy, and besides of a beautiful countenance. [43] And the Philistine said to David, Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. [44] And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh to the fowls of the heavens and to the beasts of the field. [45] And David said to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with sword, and with spear, and with javelin; but I come to thee in the name of Jehovah of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. [46] This day will Jehovah deliver thee up into my hand; and I will smite thee, and take thy head from thee; and I will give the carcases of the camp of the Philistines this day to the fowl of the heavens and to the wild beasts of the earth. And all the earth shall know that Israel has a God;

Acts 2:17 (JND) [17] And it shall be in the last days, saith God, [that] I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your elders shall dream with dreams;

Genesis 4:6 (JND) [6] And Jehovah said to Cain, Why art thou angry, and why is thy countenance fallen?

Daniel 5:13 (JND) [13] Then was Daniel brought in before the king. The king spoke and said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Judah?

Daniel 9:23 (JND) [23] At the beginning of thy supplications the word went forth, and I am come to declare [it]; for thou art one greatly beloved. Therefore consider the word, and have understanding in the vision:

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Matthew 1 (JND) [1] Book of the generation of Jesus Christ, Son of David, Son of Abraham. [2] Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob, and Jacob begat Juda and his brethren; [3] and Juda begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom, and Esrom begat Aram, …



MY LAST DAY ON EARTH


Geo. Cutting 

What should I like that day to be? 

How should I wish to spend it? 

Enjoy His love each passing hour, 

And for His glory end it. 

I would not leave my wonted place, 

Nor drop my daily duty; 

But fill it with His fragrant grace, 

Adorn it with His beauty. 

Since life’s short span will soon be past, 

Let every day be as my last, 

And this my warm endeavour— 

Each hour to list what He doth say, 

Have His blest wishes all the way, 

Then dwell with Him for ever. 

 


EXTRACTS


If we do not go to Gilgal, if we do not go back to the utter annihilation of self in God’s presence, we cannot come out in power. If a servant’s intercourse with God does not surmount his testimony to men, he will break down and fail; he must renew his strength. The great secret of Christian life is, that our intercourse with God should make nothing of ourselves. 

J. N. Darby (‘Notes and Jottings’, p.75) 

It is a great thing to see, and it ought to be in our minds in preaching, that it is not a judged world we are preaching to. “Go into all the world”—that is a moral thought—“and preach the glad tidings to all the creation”—the latter thought is that there is a link with God in all the creation. That is the attitude of our minds in preaching. Paul says, “In him we live and move and exist” (Acts 17: 28); that is a world that is in favour provisionally. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 85, p.49) 

A booklet “On the Operation of the Spirit of God” (the author’s name is not given) published by the Tract Depot, 5 Cornwall St., Plymouth in 1838 concludes: ‘Such are the operations, as fully developed, of this blessed Agent of divine power in us and towards the world. The chief topics, I believe, are noticed—I pretend to nothing more. Those who seek to search Him out must do so by His own aid in the word itself; and may they, while dwelling on it here as a subject of thought, be led to dwell in and refer to that Holy One Himself in His presence and personal power, as One who is with the church—the Comforter sent—not merely resting in thoughts about Him, but led, actuated, directed by Him and honouring Him as energised by Him in all things. This is specially the church’s need’. 

You must learn what God is for you before you can learn what you can be for God. In the new covenant I learn what God is for me, but in the ministry of reconciliation I learn what I am for God. 

F. E. Raven (N.S. Vol. 19, p.487) 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by C. Ellis, Billericay, Essex, England

 


Scripture references

Acts 17:28 (JND) [28] for in him we live and move and exist; as also some of the poets amongst you have said, For we are also his offspring.



Notes


	[←1]
	 With Christ 4 April 1981
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