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THE TRUTH IN ITS BEARING ON US

W. McKillop 

1 John 3: 18–20; 2 John 1, 2, 4; 3 John 1–3; John 3: 20, 21 

I would seek the Lord’s help, beloved brethren, to speak briefly about the truth and its bearing on us. I am not thinking of the truth abstractly, but the truth as involving persons. The greatest thought, of course, would be that Christ Himself is the truth, as He says, “I am ... the truth”, John 14: 6. Objectively the whole truth is set out in Christ in perfection. Subjectively the whole thought of the truth is maintained in the Spirit, for the Spirit is the truth. At the conclusion of these gatherings, it seems right to raise with us the matter of spiritual conclusion in our souls, our households, and our localities as to the truth. We have it before us in perfection and fulness objectively in Christ. In spite of all that has happened in the dispensation, we have it subjectively in perfection and fulness in the Spirit in the saints. The Spirit is not in the world, He is in the assembly, and the Spirit being the truth, He must be that as in the assembly. So He maintains, in His own blessed divine way in fulness subjectively, what has been presented to us objectively in fulness and perfection in Christ. If we carry away no other thought from this word, let us carry away that thought. It presents a rock testimonially on which we can stand firmly, that the Spirit is the truth. 

These passages deal with the question of the truth relating to persons. There is a system of truth, of course, we know that; the doctrine of the truth that we love. But I am thinking about it in its effect in persons and its manifestation in persons. We have spoken about the need to be assured as to our position morally and the first scripture bears on this; it says, “hereby we shall know that we are of the truth”. I hope one effect of these three days together will be that every one of us, 

brothers and sisters, young and old, will leave with the assurance of heart that we are of the truth. Other thoughts stand related to the truth in other connections. We are to hold the truth in love; men will be judged because they have not received the love of the truth. But I am thinking about the practical working out of the truth in each of us in our households, and in our localities. So it says, “hereby we shall know that we are of the truth, and shall persuade our hearts before him”. It is not a matter here of the conscience, the blood of Christ has settled the issue of conscience before God for us; but our hearts need to be assured, and we need to persuade ourselves that we are of the truth; it is something that you cannot do for me and I cannot do for you. It involves our immediate links with God. So he says, “shall persuade our hearts before him”, that is before God, not before the brethren. John is dealing with the secret side of our relations with God, and how we assure ourselves in a right sense, that we are morally of the truth. 

He says, to encourage us, “that if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart and knows all things”. I could do no better than to refer you to that wonderful word of Mr. 

Taylor’s in Glasgow—‘The Supremacy of God’ (J.T. N.S Vol. 63, p.292) for the bearing of this verse. I would urge every one to read that address. How touchingly that great servant spoke about how God surrounds Himself with Himself, in order to assure us that whatever is troubling us in our hearts He is greater than that. Whether it is some exercise in my own soul or my household or my locality, or among the brethren in a general sense, God is greater than all that; and He is able to maintain us in this assurance that we are of the truth. It is no question of assumption ecclesiastically, but of persons being near to God, and God in grace and love coming near to them to assure them that they are of the truth. So God is greater than our hearts and knows all things. That would give us liberty to speak to Him about any matter; He knows it 

anyway, but He is waiting for us to speak to Him about it. The blessed Man, about whom we have been speaking, who said that He came into the world to bear witness concerning the truth, knew perfectly well as He entered into that conflict in Gethsemane, that the Father knew what the cup was that was before Him. Nevertheless you see how He approached it in the dependence of faith in His lowly humanity and spoke to the Father about the cup; the Father knew what was in the cup; He spoke of “the cup which the Father has given me”, John 18: 11. The Father knew what was in it and had measured it. God knows all things and He has measured everything which confronts us and which may arise in our hearts. He would draw near to us in divine love to assure us, to stabilize us, and to strengthen us so that we do not lose the conviction and the knowledge that we are of the truth. John says here, “we shall know that we are of the truth”. 

Having said that, I refer to what I read in the second epistle because it clearly bears on a household. John, this great apostle, says of himself, “The elder”; he is not calling attention to his authority as an apostle, but “The elder to the elect lady”. I would encourage the sisters to think of themselves from that standpoint. Whether this sister had a husband, I do not know, but at any rate she had children. John writes, “The elder to the elect lady”. How he distinguishes her! He adds, “and her children, whom I love in truth”. This was not merely some natural link, some family connection. John is not governed by that in what he says here. 

I am not suggesting that we do not rightly regard natural relationships as of God, but I am suggesting that our households must be governed by love in the truth. That may be a very testing matter. Our natural affections may be very strong. You may be sure that Satan will put something in the way that will test us whether our households are going to be governed by natural family relationships or by love in the truth. 

So he says of this elect lady, “whom I love in truth, and not I only but also all who have known the truth”. As you face a matter in your household, it tests you whether you are going to act on the basis of love in the truth, or whether you are going to be governed by a natural link. You can be sure that those who love the truth are going to be with you sympathetically and affectionately to support you in what may test you very severely. I suppose, in one sense, nothing is so testing as the natural claim that our loved ones would exert upon us. But he says, “and not I only but also all who have known the truth”. This woman evidently was loved by many who knew the truth, and 1 would say to any elect lady who is facing any test in her household that you are going to be loved by those who know the truth as you are governed by loving in truth. Then he says, “for the truth’s sake”. Mr. Raven made a very touching remark; he said that the Lord Jesus in becoming man resolved that He would die rather than surrender one iota of the truth of God. I think you see that feature of Christ in the apostles, especially in Paul. Paul said, “we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth” 

(2 Corinthians 13: 8), and if it meant giving up his life he was ready to do it. Then “for the truth’s sake which abides in us”, is no doubt some allusion to the fact of the Spirit indwelling us here; the truth which abides in us, “and shall be with us to eternity”. That is the unchangeability of the position subjectively. Hebrews refers to God, “Wherein God, willing to shew more abundantly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of his purpose”, Hebrews 6: 17. The Spirit of God in us is showing subjectively the unchangeableness of the truth, for the truth’s sake which abides in us, and shall be with us to eternity. 

John says, “I rejoiced greatly that I have found of thy children walking in truth”. It is a great matter to walk in the truth. The next passage refers to holding fast the truth, and the last one to practising the truth, but this is walking in the truth. He says, I have found of thy children walking in the truth, or “in truth”. What a 

level he puts it on, “as we have received commandment from the Father”! Think of the Father coming into this matter of children walking in truth in our households as of the assembly. It shows what interest God has. You will remember how He spoke about Abraham, and his household, and his children. So he says, “as we have received commandment from the Father”. 

Then the elder writes to the beloved Gaius; he says, “whom I love in truth”. Could we say that about one another, beloved brethren? As we look round at every person in this room, could we say that we love each one in truth? If we cannot, then there is not much value to our love. If it is love on social lines, or love because we are in the same age group, or love because we like to do the same things, that has no moral value. He says, “beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth”. You can read the footnote. Mr. Darby says, ‘there can be no truly loving but in the truth. It is the character of the love; it was love in truth’. Any other kind of love is not divine love. Then John says, “For I rejoiced exceedingly when the brethren came and bore testimony to thy holding fast the truth”. If you leave out the parenthesis, it would read “bore testimony to thy ... truth”, meaning that the man himself was the manifestation of truth. The point I want to make is that he was holding it fast! I trust that each one of us has spiritually resolved as a result of these three days together, we are going to hold fast the truth, if we do not hold fast the truth we shall soon lose it, and we shall just be a number of refugees in the ruin that Christendom has become. If we are going to be preserved in the truth, and as lovers of the truth we must hold it fast! So he says, “brethren came and bore testimony to thy holding fast the truth”. I would covet to have brethren come to my locality, who would be able to go to someone elsewhere and say, He is holding fast the truth. No doubt there are other things we can say rightly about one another but what a distinction this would be, to have brethren coming to the elder and saying, Gaius is holding fast the truth. 

Then there is another man mentioned here, “Demetrius has witness borne to him by all, and by the truth itself”. It reminds me of a remark Mr. Gardiner made in an address in our locality, that if you put the truth up here, and you stood Gaius up against it, he would measure up to the truth. The truth would bear witness to him, that he was an exponent of it, livingly; not just an expounder of it, but an exponent of it, it is a great thing to have the saints bear witness to you as holding fast the truth. I certainly would covet that, and I trust each one would. Think of the truth itself bearing witness to us; that whatever feature of the truth is considered you can say about this person, he is an expression of it. No one, of course, could be an expression of it as Christ was, because He is the truth; but what a wonderful result of persons making way for the Spirit in His formative work, that they can be exponents of the truth, so that not only the brethren can bear witness to them but the truth itself. I think that would be a fine spiritual goal to set before ourselves. Paul had a certain goal before him which, of course, we ought to have too according to Philippians 3, but think of setting this before yourself, and saying by the grace of God I want to reach that point that the truth itself bears witness to me. It is not to make anything of ourselves exactly, it is rather to magnify the work of the Spirit of God, that the result in persons is such that there is no discrepancy between what they express and what the truth is. 

I refer to the passage in John 3 in closing because the Lord’s point in what He has to say there is that there are persons who practise the truth. “For every one that does evil hates the light”, that really means that they hate God, because the light is really God come out in Christ. What an awful condition that is, persons who do evil and practise it hate the light because it exposes them. They do not come to the light, as it says, “that his works may not be shewn as they are”. The light shows the true character of everything, as Paul writes to 

the Ephesians, “that which makes everything manifest is light”, Ephesians 5: 13. Light is the outshining of God in Christ. No doubt the full revelation of God in Christ is in mind in what the Lord is saying here as to the light. We come now to what is characteristic, “he that practises the truth comes to the light”, it cannot be otherwise. If I am practising the truth I am drawing near to God as He has come out in Christ, and what is seen is that my works are manifested that they have been wrought in God. 

We referred in John 9 to the works of God being manifested in the man, but here are the works of one who practises the truth being manifested to have been wrought in God. That is a wonderfully appealing thought! Beloved brethren, that is what I would leave with you, that the practice of the truth brings out this wonderful result. In a person practising the truth, the light shows that his works “have been wrought in God”. They are in keeping with the blessed God who has come out in revelation in Christ. Well, that is all I have to say. My desire is that every one of us may practise the truth, and that it may be more and more manifest that our works have been wrought in God. May God bless the word. 

Address at Denton
29 May 1995 

 


Scripture references

1 John 3:18-20 (JND) [18] Children, let us not love with word, nor with tongue, but in deed and in truth. [19] And hereby we shall know that we are of the truth, and shall persuade our hearts before him [20] that if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart and knows all things.

2 John 1:1-4 (JND) [1] The elder to [the] elect lady and her children, whom *I* love in truth, and not *I* only but also all who have known the truth, [2] for the truth's sake which abides in us and shall be with us to eternity. [3] Grace shall be with you, mercy, peace from God [the] Father, and from [the] Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. [4] I rejoiced greatly that I have found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received commandment from the Father.

3 John 1:1-3 (JND) [1] The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth. [2] Beloved, I desire that in all things thou shouldest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospers. [3] For I rejoiced exceedingly when [the] brethren came and bore testimony to thy [holding fast the] truth, even as *thou* walkest in truth.

John 3:20-21 (JND) [20] For every one that does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light that his works may not be shewn as they are; [21] but he that practises the truth comes to the light, that his works may be manifested that they have been wrought in God.

John 14:6 (JND) [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me.

John 18:11 (JND) [11] Jesus therefore said to Peter, Put the sword into the sheath; the cup which the Father has given me, shall I not drink it?

2 Corinthians 13:8 (JND) [8] For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth.

Hebrews 6:17 (JND) [17] Wherein God, willing to shew more abundantly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of his purpose, intervened by an oath,

Philippians 3 (JND) [1] For the rest, my brethren, rejoice in [the] Lord: to write the same things to you, to me [is] not irksome, and for you safe. [2] See to dogs, see to evil workmen, see to the concision. [3] For *we* are the circumcision, who worship by [the] Spirit of God, and boast in Christ Jesus, and do not trust in flesh. …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

Ephesians 5:13 (JND) [13] But all things having their true character exposed by the light are made manifest; for that which makes everything manifest is light.

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …



A HEAVENLY PEOPLE

D. A. Steven 

Numbers 15: 37–41; Acts 3: 1–11 

What I have in mind, dear brethren, is to say a word about what is heavenly. The hymn we sang had a reference to heavenly springs (Hymn 213, verse 4), and our brother referred to 

‘And see! the Spirit’s power 

Has ope’d the heavenly door’ (Hymn 74). 

We are a heavenly people but we are down here as pilgrims in this scene. There is a verse which says, “even as he is, we also are in this world” (1 John 4: 17), which is a remarkable statement; that is as Christ is, the heavenly One, where He is in glory, so we also are in this world. That is the divine view of the saints; as He is so we also are in this world. 

Numbers 15 is a wonderful chapter in many ways. It begins with the people serving God, after a period of great trouble when the people had disobeyed, and Moses had intervened in a beautiful way for them. They were smitten by the Amalekites and the Canaanites, then Jehovah said, “Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land of your dwellings”, Numbers 15: 2. God had in mind that they would come into the land of their dwellings. Then there were the various offerings, the lamb, and the ram and the bullock; but all had to have a certain measure. With the lamb in the offering to Jehovah there was a tenth part of fine flour, with the ram two tenths, and with the bullock three tenths of fine flour. It is an interesting chapter where God speaks of this offering, and, of course, the fine flour is a reference in type to the humanity of Christ, to our apprehension of it. Now as we present our offering, Are we like the offering we present? Are we in keeping with the offering we present? That is my exercise, that is what I feel for myself. We come to the meetings and take part in the service of God, but am I really in keeping with that? 

So it goes on to the sin of inadvertence and then the wilful sin, where there is serious judgment. God will not tolerate the will of man. He was only out gathering sticks, you may say, but it was on the sabbath. Of course it was a complete exertion of his own will in relation to God and so he was dealt with, he was put outside the camp and stoned. But then it comes on to this beautiful section which was in my heart—“And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, Speak unto the children 

of Israel, and bid them that they make them tassels on the corners of their garments”. 

Garments are what we are and what we represent, and the tassels are how we appear down here. Then on the tassels there is this lace of blue; lace is a very delicate thing and it could be easily damaged, but it is to be on the tassels. I understand that means how they were to appear down here, they were to appear as a heavenly people. The tassels on the corners are laced with blue, it is a heavenly suggestion. God has that in mind for His people; they were going into the land but they were to be a heavenly people. We are going to be with Christ and we are to be a heavenly people. There is to be a tassel with a lace of blue at every corner, at every turn. We come here on Lord’s day, and then we have Monday, Tuesday, and how do the tassels appear as we turn into our ordinary everyday circumstances? The tassels are to be in evidence. I feel the challenge of it myself, dear brethren, as to whether that is so with me. 

The garments are what a man is circumstantially and the tassels with the lace of blue are to be at the corners. Now is it so, that wherever I turn in all my circumstances, there is an evidence down here of what is heavenly? That is simply what I had in mind, “it shall be unto you for a tassel, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of Jehovah, and do them”. God is not altering His standard; He has not changed His standard, and we have to be in keeping with that standard in our walk here. 

I just thought of the example here in the Acts, it is very simple. I think it is pretty clear that these representatives of God were heavenly men, Peter and John. They were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, and I think the tassels would be in evidence and the lace of blue would be in evidence as these men walked up to the temple. You think of them, God’s elite down here, these great representatives! They had nothing of this world in their hearts, they were called as fishermen, called to follow Christ, and here they were. The Lord Jesus had completed the precious work of redemption and He was now on high. 

What was left here was a heavenly people, just a few you may say; it was the beginning of things, and what a representation is seen in these two heavenly men. The tassels and the lace of blue were displayed as they walked up to the temple at the hour of prayer. How attractive that is! Then is it attractive to us? As we see the saints coming into the meetings, is it attractive to us that that is what we are? 

You think of others too that came into contact with the heavenly Man when He was here. 

You think of the woman who was ill those twelve years, who, coming up behind Jesus, touched the hem of His garment and was cured (Luke 8: 44). How wonderful one touch! The Lord said, Who has touched Me? They said to Him, Well, Lord there are plenty of people about, but He said, “Some one has touched me, for I have known that power has gone out from me”. The woman fell down before Him and declared before all the people why she had touched Him. What would she be when she had touched the hem of His garment? He said to her, “Be of good courage, daughter ... go in peace”. You have touched the hem of My garment, now I want you to go in peace and on the hem of your garment will be the tassels and the lace of blue; you can be here for Me in this world as a representative of Me as a heavenly person. As we come into contact with Jesus, He wants us to be heavenly persons here. There are others who, as having come into contact with the Lord, would be amongst the heavenly people, and so we are today. 

This man in Acts 3 would come into it too, he held on to Peter and John. Peter said, “Look on us”, and it would not be on anything that was natural in Peter and John. But Peter would want him to look on what was typified in the tassels and the lace of blue. What was being expressed in these men was what was heavenly, and what they had, they wanted him to have. 

So Peter said, “In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaraean”, the lowly One, the blessed One, now in glory “rise up and walk”. The work has been done, and we are here as His representatives, 

“Look on us”, we are representing what is on high. There is something down here, beloved brethren, that we have part in, that is immense. God views us in the light of everything having been cleared. All the things that stood out against us have been cleared (Colossians 2: 13, 14). 

God looks on us as a heavenly people because we have been quickened with the Christ. It involves Christ’s death and resurrection, and that He is a glorious heavenly Man in a new condition. So it says of us, “he has quickened together with him, having forgiven us all the offences” that is with Christ, how wonderful that is! That is how we are viewed. It is not a question of our moral responsibility, it is how we are viewed, “having effaced the handwriting in ordinances which stood out against us, which was contrary to us, he has taken it also out of the way, having nailed it to the cross”, Colossians 2: 14. He has taken away everything, that is how God views us. Then it says, “having spoiled principalities and authorities, he made a show of them publicly, leading them in triumph by it”, Colossians 2: 15. What a victory has been accomplished through the death of Christ and the cross, and it is for us. 

I just had these few thoughts in mind. As He is, we also are in this world. May that be true of us, may it be true of me! I feel the challenge of it. Then, “such as the heavenly one, such also the heavenly ones”, 1 Corinthians 15: 48. That is how we are to be here. May there be a greater expression of it, so as God looks down He can see us as a heavenly people. Despite all the things that came in with the children of Israel, how they disobeyed, and the way they turned against God, and against Moses and Aaron, God still led them into the land. How God felt things and was going to judge them, and they were judged, but then He says, “When ye come into the land”, Numbers 15: 2. May these words encourage all our hearts, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
7 January 1997 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 15:37-41 (JND) [37] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [38] Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them tassels on the corners of their garments, throughout their generations, and that they attach to the tassel of the corners a lace of blue; [39] and it shall be unto you for a tassel, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of Jehovah, and do them; and that ye seek not after [the lusts of] your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye go a whoring; [40] that ye may remember and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your God. [41] I am Jehovah your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God: I am Jehovah your God.

Acts 3:1-11 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. [4] And Peter, looking stedfastly upon him with John, said, Look on us. [5] And he gave heed to them, expecting to receive something from them. [6] But Peter said, Silver and gold I have not; but what I have, this give I to thee: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaraean rise up and walk. [7] And having taken hold of him [by] the right hand he raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones were made strong. [8] And leaping up he stood and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. [9] And all the people saw him walking and praising God; [10] and they recognised him, that it was *he* who sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. [11] And as he held Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico which is called Solomon's, greatly wondering.

1 John 4:17 (JND) [17] Herein has love been perfected with us that we may have boldness in the day of judgment, that even as *he* is, *we* also are in this world.

Numbers 15 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land of your dwellings, which I give unto you, [3] and will make an offering by fire to Jehovah, a burnt-offering or a sacrifice for the performance of a vow, or as a voluntary offering, or in your set feasts, to make a sweet odour to Jehovah, of the herd or of the flock, …

Numbers 15:2 (JND) [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land of your dwellings, which I give unto you,

Luke 8:44 (JND) [44] coming up behind, touched the hem of his garment, and immediately her flux of blood stopped.

Acts 3 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. …

Colossians 2:13-14 (JND) [13] And you, being dead in offences and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, he has quickened together with him, having forgiven us all the offences; [14] having effaced the handwriting in ordinances which [stood out] against us, which was contrary to us, he has taken it also out of the way, having nailed it to the cross;

Colossians 2:14 (JND) [14] having effaced the handwriting in ordinances which [stood out] against us, which was contrary to us, he has taken it also out of the way, having nailed it to the cross;

Colossians 2:15 (JND) [15] having spoiled principalities and authorities, he made a show of them publicly, leading them in triumph by it.

1 Corinthians 15:48 (JND) [48] Such as he made of dust, such also those made of dust; and such as the heavenly [one], such also the heavenly [ones].

Numbers 15:2 (JND) [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land of your dwellings, which I give unto you,



HOW WE TAKE ON HEAVENLY CHARACTER

J. Spinks 

John 12: 31–33; 17: 13–16; Acts 1: 12–14 

What our brother has brought before us is very attractive but very searching, dear brethren. 

We are a heavenly people; called out of darkness into His wonderful light, in order to set forth the excellencies of Christ. But then we find that all our natural propensities and tendencies are earthly, and that has to be overcome. How can that be done? How do we become a heavenly people practically, when all that we are by nature would gravitate towards the earth? I believe that this first scripture we read shows us the way to it. As we know, this is the third time the Lord refers to being lifted up in John’s gospel, and this time He gives the added touch, “I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me”. As lifted up out of the earth He becomes the point of attraction for His own, and the point of severance from this scene where He has been cast out and rejected. I do not think we shall ever set out these heavenly features our brother has been speaking about, or have these tassels of blue on the corners of our garments, unless we are attracted and held by Christ. I believe that is the secret of it. We certainly cannot do it by seeking to maintain a code of ethics or certain commandments that we know to be right and of God, because we shall fail, as the people who were under the law failed. 

As I speak I feel inwardly searched as to what Christ 

really means to me. John’s gospel was possibly the last book written and has a peculiar bearing on our day; it depicts what Christendom has become in unreality and heartlessness as to Christ, it is in this gospel we get the reference to those who stood by the cross of Jesus. I have often thought that you do not get mere professors there; it is only the lovers of Jesus who are prepared to stand by His cross, it brings out those who are real. How much does the Lord really mean to us, dear brethren? These readings we have been having in the Song of Songs I have found very searching. How well do I know Him? What could I say about His personal glories and attractiveness? I believe occupation with Christ is the only way to get free from earthly-mindedness and the many things that tend to hold us here. 

I read in John 17 because I think it follows on from there. These dear believers had, in principle, been drawn away from the whole course of things here. The Lord is presenting them to the Father and saying these wonderful things about them, “They are not of the world, as I am not of the world”; what wonderful words! We sang of our blessed hope, and I trust it is burning in every heart, but then we are left here. What is it for? It is for our education; that we may learn God, and be in the testimony in accordance with His will. Further down the chapter the Lord speaks of them being sanctified and sent into the world. I think that is the principle of it; we are drawn out of the world and sent back as sanctified persons to render a heavenly testimony. John’s gospel envisages a work of God in persons that would answer to the presentation of the person of Christ. In Luke the Lord comes to where persons are; in Luke 10 the Samaritan came to where the man was, that is divine grace, but in John persons are drawn to Christ as the centre of God’s moral universe. 

I follow through to the Acts because I think it gives us the sphere into which we are drawn. It is wonderful to think of these brethren in the upper room; I believe it refers to moral elevation. The assembly is not of the world, neither are the personnel, and here we see them in a place of moral elevation. I love to think of this company, what a wealth of experience and knowledge was assembled there, knowledge of God and of the Lord Jesus. Think of all that the disciples had observed as they accompanied the Lord during His three and a half years of public service. Then the special reference to Mary, the mother of Jesus, indicates, I believe, that in a certain sense, even the knowledge of the secret life of Christ is brought into this area. There is mystery attached to what relates to the precious life of Jesus, even what is not recorded in the Scriptures, that is treasured in the assembly. Mary represents that side of things. Much has entered into the history of the assembly; on the public side, much grievous failure, but what an accumulation of wealth has been gathered up for the pleasure of God. 

I feel the challenge of what has come in, but I feel the attractiveness of it. We are not of the world. Let us hold fast to these great truths; let us see that there is power to maintain the heavenly character of the testimony. The Christian circle is the area where these things are experienced and enjoyed. Think of what is represented in this room. How good to look around and take account of the work of God; the knowledge of God that has been acquired through His ways with each one of us. It is a very precious thing, and it all contributes to assembly formation. So I trust we may all be encouraged. May the Lord help us to display His features more, as we set ourselves to know Him in a greater and fuller way, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
7 January 1997 

 


Scripture references

John 12:31-33 (JND) [31] Now is [the] judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out: [32] and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me. [33] But this he said signifying by what death he was about to die.

John 17:13-16 (JND) [13] And now I come to thee. And these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in them. [14] I have given them thy word, and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, as I am not of the world. [15] I do not demand that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them out of evil. [16] They are not of the world, as I am not of the world.

Acts 1:12-14 (JND) [12] Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called [the mount] of Olives, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath-day's journey off. [13] And when they were come into [the city], they went up to the upper chamber, where were staying both Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James [son] of Alphaeus, and Simon the zealot, and Jude [the brother] of James. [14] These gave themselves all with one accord to continual prayer, with [several] women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …



THE MATURITY OF THE WORK OF GOD IN OUR SOULS

J. T. Brown 

Numbers 23: 18 (from “rise up”)–23 

I have been thinking, beloved brethren, since we came together, and listened to the two words which have gone before, of the maturity of the work of God. I am impressed that God is doing great things at the present time in the hearts and souls of men; He is doing them in persons like you and me. I think this is a very interesting section of Scripture, because these words were written by a man who was unspiritual; he was hired to curse the people of God, taken on by Balak with that express purpose, and yet he has to say, “Behold, I have received mission to bless; and he hath blessed, and I cannot reverse it”. He brings out early in this parable the greatness of God’s mission, that He should bless men. That is God’s great desire at the present time, that He should bless. The time when God will curse men will come, but at this present time He is blessing. He is blessing men on account of the finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ. So it says, “God is not a man, that he should lie; neither a son of man, that he should repent. Shall he say and not do? and shall he speak and not make it good?”. What God has purposed to do, He will do. Job came to that in his own personal history, when he said, “thou canst be hindered in no thought of thine”, Job 42: 2. That is so, and I think it is something each one of us needs to come to in our own personal experience with God, that what God has set out to do He will complete. Paul says, “he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ’s day”, Philippians 1: 6. God desires to bless us, and He blesses us in Christ. 

Then it goes on to say, “He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen wrong in Israel”. That seems a strange thing to say, in the light of Jacob’s history, the way in which day by day in his responsible life he deceived; characteristically he was a deceiver; he deceived his father, he deceived his brother, he deceived his uncle; his whole life appeared to be one of deception, and yet in spite of that, it says, “He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen wrong in Israel”. 

How can that be? If you take a look at Jacob’s history, how awful it was; if you take a look at your own personal history, you say how awful it has been; how we have continued on the line of deception, how we have continued on the line of the flesh. Yet it says, “He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen wrong in Israel”. That is, God looks at us, not from the standpoint of what we are responsibly, but rather from the standpoint of His own personal work in our souls. What He sees is Christ, “they are not of the world, as I am not of the world”, John 17: 14. We have been sanctified by the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. God has done that, and He has done it righteously on account of the way Christ has gone. So He has not beheld iniquity in Jacob—He looks at us from the standpoint of His own personal work in our souls “neither hath he seen wrong in Israel; Jehovah his God is with him, and the shout of a king is in his midst”. I think we know something of the triumph of divine grace, we know something of the shout of a king being in our midst. That is that Christ has the supreme place in the midst of His own as He comes in amongst us. How wonderful that is to give Christ the supreme place in our midst! 

Then it says, “God brought him out of Egypt; he hath as it were the strength of a buffalo”. Think of the way that God has brought us. Then it says, “For there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel. At this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel. What hath God wrought!” I believe, beloved brethren, if God is arriving at these heavenly features in any one of us it is on account of His own activities through the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. “At this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!”. I think that has been said to be the conciliation of God’s purpose and His ways. It is good to see what we are in the light of the purpose of God. So that “it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!” What we are in responsibility is made equivalent to what we are in divine purpose. God can do that, and He can do it righteously, on the basis of the finished work of Jesus. There is the work of the Holy Spirit in the souls of believers. If any one of us has been taken up and brought into blessing, there is that work in our souls and God will complete it. The completion of the work of God in our souls involves a display of Christ in our lives in the area of responsibility. The hymn-writer speaks of guiding and leading a heavenly people home. I believe God will have a heavenly testimony here on earth before the church is taken to be with Christ. May these things encourage our hearts, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
7 January 1997 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 23:18 (JND) [18] Then he took up his parable and said, Rise up, Balak, and hear! hearken unto me, son of Zippor!

Job 42:2 (JND) [2] I know that thou canst do everything, and that thou canst be hindered in no thought of thine.

Philippians 1:6 (JND) [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day:

John 17:14 (JND) [14] I have given them thy word, and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, as I am not of the world.



CHILDREN OF GOD

J. R. Surtees 

1 John 3: 1–3; Revelation 1: 5 (from “to him who loves us”), 6 

When the apostle John wrote this he was quite an old man, a mature man. He had had a great deal of experience in companying with the Lord Jesus Himself, and I suppose he had seen the destruction of Jerusalem. Everything as to the church publicly was beginning to break down, and as a result he was the more earnest in writing of what remains and what is of God that remains. So he says, “See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of God”. That means to say that we who believe derive from God; we are called the children of God as deriving character from Him. 

It involves, of course, as we have read, the coming into manhood of the Lord Jesus. Have you heard of the Lord Jesus, “who did no sin”, the scripture says, “neither was guile found in his mouth” (see 1 Peter 2: 22). He had no thoughts other than the blessing of your soul in mind. 

He came here in manhood, He took upon Himself the needs of fallen man; He came into a condition in which He might die. Have you ever thought of that? Scripture says, “Jesus, who was made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death” (Hebrews 2: 9)—the suffering, the feelings of it. A brother was speaking last week (it remained with me and I have thought a lot of it), about the five senses that we have, hearing, tasting, touching, smelling and seeing. We can trace in the Scriptures how the Lord’s senses were all used in the way of suffering, in the way of having to do with fallen man. How He felt things, how He entered into conditions in which there was need! He was here and took a bondman’s form. It would appear that He had nothing by way of what He could call His own except the clothes in which He stood. The only things which they handed out at the time He was crucified were His garments. He had no other means here naturally. He was a bondman; He was here to serve. He was here to meet needs as they arose. He was here, dear friend, to take upon Himself the liability that is due to you and to me because we are sinners. 

Do you feel at a distance from God? If God was to summon you to His presence, and ask you to give an account of yourself in four minutes’ time, would you be afraid? Would you feel able for it? The Scripture says, “each of us shall give an account concerning himself to God” 

(Romans 14: 12); everyone here, however young, however small, or however mature and experienced, whatever our history, wherever we live, whatever language we speak, or anything else, it makes no difference, we shall give an account of ourselves to God. What will you say? or what will I say? There are those who will come to God at the judgment seat of Christ, and there will be nothing but blessing for them because they have trusted in the precious blood of Jesus. 

They have believed on the Lord Jesus; they have accepted that the sufferings with which the Lord Jesus suffered on the cross were due to them. The catalogue of guilt of our sins, if they were listed one by one, all the deceit and the self-seeking and maybe violence, take all these things added together, and the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us from every sin. 

Now that is for those who believe. Those who do not believe will have to give an account of themselves to God in a very different manner. 

The scripture that we read speaks of God bringing us into blessing that we should be called children of God. One of the things about children is that they bring out the affections of those who are parents or older; they bring out sympathy and desire towards them. Now God’s love is toward you; scripture speaks of God being propitious, or that might be favourable; God is favourable to you in the glad tidings. God has desires that you and I should be with Him according to His own thoughts. I could not be there on the basis of any accomplishment of my own, for one sin, just one sin alone, is enough to constitute me unholy and unfit eternally for the presence of God. 

God has provided for our guilt in the blood of Jesus, and He has provided for our state in the water; our sinful state, the state in me that can do nothing but sin. It goes on to say, “For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not”. Now what does that mean? I think it means that the desire, the fulness, the richness of what is in the soul of one of those called children of God is something so much greater than what is in the world. He has something in his soul so much more far-reaching than what is in the world, and he does not get himself involved. I suppose this is no better illustrated than in the apostle himself. He says that he was “in the island called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus”, Revelation 1: 9. There he was on the island called Patmos. I suppose he was a slave, left there to work, and work hard probably as an exile, somebody who was not wanted. What happened? His banishment became the means for the Revelation to be written. He says, “I became in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a great voice as of a trumpet, saying, What thou seest write in a book, and send to the seven assemblies”, Revelation 1: 10, 11. He became in the Spirit on the Lord’s day. He was apart from all that was proceeding in the world, he was apart from all the military arrangements, he was apart from all the money making and business, he was apart from everything like that; he was alone on Patmos when he heard the voice. 

Well, it says “the world knows us not, because it knew him not “, it did not know the Lord Jesus. When Pilate remitted Him to Herod, it says, “And when Herod saw Jesus he greatly rejoiced, for he had been a long while desirous of seeing him”, Luke 23: 8. He evidently had not seen Him before. There he was in the realm over which he had jurisdiction, the responsible king in the land where the Lord Jesus had served men and persons in need in a public way for three and a half years, and the king had never seen Him before. So it says, “the world knows us not, because it knew him not”. Why was that? He had something far, far greater in His soul than to be occupied with becoming known and recognised. Indeed it says at one point, when they sought to make Him king, that the Lord Jesus “departed again to the mountain himself alone”, John 6: 15. 

It goes on to say, “now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet ben manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is”. Have you thought about that? We do not know what we shall be like. Evidently it will be possible to recognise one another, what we are like according to the work of God, in the same way, I suppose, as they recognised Moses and Elias on the mount. But in any case we shall be like the Lord Jesus. Are you looking for this prospect? Am I looking for this? Do I have in my heart what the saints will be like? For whose pleasure is it that they will be like Christ? Well, it is for the pleasure of God. It is to be suitable for the pleasure of God, to go no more at all out. 

Do you know that we have on the authority of Scripture very good reason to believe that the Lord Jesus is coming for His own? Believers will hear His voice, and furthermore it will be such a penetrating voice that those in the tombs will hear His voice, although they may have died hundreds of years ago. They may have been burned, or they may have been eaten by animals, it does not matter, those who have died will hear His voice. Now the saints who are dead in Christ shall rise. I think men fear death because of resurrection. Just recently we have been impressed regarding several whom we knew, that it has pleased God that they should pass into death; they are awaiting the resurrection of the body. These are real things; it is not a myth. Scripture says, “if there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual one” (1 Corinthians 15: 44); they are waiting the resurrection. 

What will the saints be like? They will be like Him; no longer marked by weakness, or failure, or infirmity or anything like that; but above all without a trace of sin, all having been met and removed in the death of Christ. Every trace, every element of what is unsuitable to the eternal presence of God, who has purer eyes than to behold iniquity, will have been removed when the saints are caught up, to be with Christ. Are you ready for that? Are you waiting the call of the Lord Jesus? If He called tonight, if He called the saints out of this room to meet Him in the air would you go? Would you go or would you be left behind? It would be a very solemn matter if there was anyone here left behind, because there would not be any other opportunity. I am afraid it would be, if anyone was left behind, that the time would come when such an one would stand before the great white throne to give an account of themselves to God. Now there is opportunity to be saved, to be saved from the wrath of God. It goes on to speak of, “every one that has this hope in him purifies himself”. 

So there are two things, the greatness of what God has put in the hearts of the saints according to Himself, the glory of His own work in the soul of the believer, and the practical effect of that is that the world knows him not; then the practical effect of waiting and anticipating the time of manifestation is, “every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure”. That involves the Spirit of God. God has given to us of His Spirit. The Spirit of God is given to us in order that the work of God may proceed in our souls according to His purpose. One strongly desires to be among those who purify themselves even as He is pure. It says of Moab, one of the nations that has a very doubtful origin and hindered the people of God getting into the land, that his taste was not changed in him because he had not been emptied from vessel to vessel (see Jeremiah 48: 11). We may think of discipline amongst us being severe, and we may say, Why has this happened to me? 

Why cannot I just settle down? God is emptying from vessel to vessel, and that is in order that the impurities should eventually be left behind. I would like to attract each one of us with the anticipation of what we shall be. The glory that belongs to Christ of course must be unique, but then there is what we shall be made as having a glorified body, that we shall be like Him as He is. The hope of that would encourage and strengthen each of us to use the Spirit, that we may purify ourselves even as He is pure. May this be so in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Preaching at Rotherham
29 October 1995 

 


Scripture references

1 John 3:1-3 (JND) [1] See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called [the] children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not. [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure.

Revelation 1:5 (JND) [5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood,

1 Peter 2:22 (JND) [22] who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth;

Hebrews 2:9 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.

Romans 14:12 (JND) [12] So then each of us shall give an account concerning himself to God.

Revelation 1:9 (JND) [9] I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus.

Revelation 1:10-11 (JND) [10] I became in [the] Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a great voice as of a trumpet, [11] saying, What thou seest write in a book, and send to the seven assemblies: to Ephesus, and to Smyrna, and to Pergamos, and to Thyatira, and to Sardis, and to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.

Luke 23:8 (JND) [8] And when Herod saw Jesus he greatly rejoiced, for he had been a long while desirous of seeing him, because of hearing many things concerning him, and he hoped to see some sign done by him;

John 6:15 (JND) [15] Jesus therefore knowing that they were going to come and seize him, that they might make [him] king, departed again to the mountain himself alone.

1 Corinthians 15:44 (JND) [44] It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body: if there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual [one].

Jeremiah 48:11 (JND) [11] Moab hath been at ease from his youth, and hath settled on his lees; he hath not been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into captivity: therefore his taste hath remained in him, and his scent is not changed.



EXTRACT

But what is the practical consequence of all this? Why, if the glory He has is mine, and I am going on after Him, then all the world is but dross and dung in my esteem. This will be faith’s estimate of everything in the world, when Christ is filling the heart’s affections, and when the soul is pressing on after Him, in the certain hope of being for ever with Him. One moment’s real apprehension of Christ in the glory is sufficient to dim the brightness and glitter of every earthly thing; but the soul must be occupied alone with Christ for this. 

If our affections and desires are lingering on earth, or stopping short of a glorified Christ in heaven, as the one in whom our life is hid, and to whom we are presently to be conformed in glory, and that in the glory where He is, we shall find soon that earthly things are something more than dross and dung. Leave a stone on the ground for a time and you will find that it will gradually sink into it. And our hearts, if they are not practically in heaven with Christ, will soon become attached to earthly things. 

There is a constant tendency in earthly things to press down the affections. Duties are more apt to lead away the soul from God than open sin. Many a Christian has been ensnared by duties, whose heart would have shrunk from open sin. But we have only one duty in all the varying circumstances of life—to serve Christ. And we should remember that if things on earth are dark and the heart is tested in journeying through the world, all on the side of God is bright. “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection.” 

J. N. Darby (‘Collected Writings’ Vol. 28, p.65)
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