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“LET JERUSALEM COME INTO YOUR MIND”

R. Taylor 

Jeremiah 51: 50; Nehemiah 11: 1, 2; Daniel 6: 10; 9: 19–22; Revelation 21: 9–14, 21–23 

I would like to use this appeal of Jeremiah’s to “let Jerusalem come into your mind”. We have been speaking of hearts being expanded in affection for Christ. I believe all here would have affection for Christ, our Saviour, in response to the way that He has met us in all our need, and I take it we would want to express that affection. One form the expression of affection would take would be that you love the things that Christ loves. You say you love the Lord Jesus; who could not but love Him? If you know Him at all, you are bound to love Him. 

What graces and beauties have shone out in Him—where is the heart that could refrain from loving Him? To know Him is to love Him, and the better you know Him, the more you love Him. But one way that love expresses itself is in loving what He loves. He is in glory, and there is a great system of things all made subject to Him. Yet there is something here that He loves, and I would like to promote some love in your heart and mine for what is here that bears His name, maybe in rejection, but very precious to His heart. If you say you love Jesus, we would all have a right to see that love expressed. 

If you love Him you will be committed, as I have said, to what is precious to His heart, and what is precious to the heart of Christ is His assembly. It says, “Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it” (Ephesians 5: 25)—that wonderful vessel! 

Jerusalem is but a type of it that I would like grace to speak of for a moment. 

Adam had no helpmate. Chapter 2 of Genesis shows that there was a void in Adam’s heart. It appeared that he was surrounded by everything that he needed, but there was a void in his heart that only Eve could fill. Christ is a Man of great affection, nobody could doubt that, and He longed for a vessel. His assembly, to respond to His affections. According to Matthew 13 He sells all He has and buys the field where the treasure was. He purchased the whole scene, but the whole scene is not responsive. The nation of Israel said about Him, “Away with this man” (Luke 23: 18), “We will not that this man should reign over us” (Luke 19: 14); but in the midst of all these conditions there is something being secured that is precious to His heart, the assembly—something that is filling the void and filling it at the moment. When Adam saw Eve he said, “This time ...” (Genesis 2: 23)—you would like to have heard the way he said it. What a note of praise would be in his heart as he said, “This time ...”! He had seen everything else, he had seen all the creatures, and none of them satisfied his longings. There were some wonderful creatures, but there was nothing that was suitable to minister to his affections. There was power with some creatures, there was speed with others, but there was not one that could minister to his affections. Christ has died to secure a vessel that will minister to His own affections. Would you not like to be committed to it? You say, ‘Where is it?’ Have you the desire to be committed to it? It says, “He went and sold all whatever he had” to secure the pearl (Matthew 13: 46). “He sold all whatever he had”; He has given up His rights to Israel for the moment. Having died and risen again He has a right to the universe, but for the moment that is in suspense. It is the time of Christ and the assembly. 

I would like to speak of Jerusalem as a type of the assembly in having gone through various circumstances, but Christ has never ceased to love it. You can trace Jerusalem through the Scriptures and you will see some very beautiful touches. Man interfered with it, they broke down its walls, they left it in ruins, but did Christ cease to love it? We are in a broken day, beloved, but I would like to tell you that there is something that can be found here today that bears assembly features, precious to the heart of Christ, and you can show your love for Christ through being committed to what He loves; “Let Jerusalem come into your mind”. 

You say, ‘It is all broken’. That was the position in Jeremiah; it was all broken, it was a time of great confusion. You say, ‘Where can I find it?’ Well, let it come into your mind. Let God’s thoughts about that city govern your mind. I would like to speak about some men who had Jerusalem in their minds in difficult days. Jeremiah was one of them, the feeling prophet, a man who wept as he saw the confusion. We hear sometimes about ‘a broken-hearted churchman’—Jeremiah was that; but did he give up? 

This broken-hearted churchman did not give up. He is not a man going about with a long face mourning the breakdown. He is a man who has Jerusalem in his heart. He retains the thought of what it was, “the holy city”, God’s centre, God’s ideal, a type, as we said, of the assembly that alone can satisfy the heart of Christ. 

Jeremiah says, “Ye that have escaped the sword”. That would be you tonight, beloved; you have escaped the sword, that sword that was standing there judicially because of what men had done, because of the way that Christ has been rejected, because of the way that Christ has been refused. The sword is standing, as it were, but you have escaped the sword. There will yet be judgment on the whole scene that has refused Christ, but the gospel has brought you into an area where you have escaped the sword. Oh how a sense of mercy should flood our souls because we have escaped the sword. Had we any right to escape? Had we any right to be spared? I believe we escape the sword so that we may “let Jerusalem come into your mind”. 

Daniel did that, Nehemiah did that. They said, ‘Where can we find it?’ Nehemiah went looking for it. The assembly is one of these prime thoughts we have been speaking about, that sin or time will never destroy, and Nehemiah laid hold of that. There is a need for laying hold of these thoughts that the breakdown can never upset. In Nehemiah things were very broken. 

There was a time when Nehemiah could hardly identify it, the very walls were broken. The stones were all there; it was a heap of rubble, very like the days we are in, but what was in the heart and mind of Nehemiah was, “Let Jerusalem ...” O, beloved, do not take your thoughts of the assembly from what you see around you. I encourage you, dear young men and women, to read Mr. J. Taylor’s ministry—that has brought to us the beauties of the assembly as a vessel that is precious to the heart of Christ. Do not take your idea of the assembly from what is around. I may even have to say, do not take your idea of the assembly from what you may see in your local meeting. I say that with a sense of shame, but God’s ideal has been presented objectively, to be realized in some way when Jerusalem comes into your mind. God has set forth His thoughts about the assembly, that she is a heavenly vessel. What we see around us today is what man has done. As viewing the area of man’s responsibility there is breakdown and failure, and it is hard to identify Jerusalem, but God’s thoughts about the assembly remain and they are to be realized; yea more, they are to be enjoyed by some in a day of breakdown. “Let Jerusalem come into your mind”. 

I say again, do not take your ideas of the assembly from what you see in man’s responsibility. That is what Nehemiah saw, and had he stopped at what he saw in man’s responsibility he would have said, ‘There is no hope’; and some of our dear brethren have said that; they have said, ‘Everything has broken down’. It has not, beloved. Prime thoughts do not change. Prime thoughts go through to eternity, and there is power in the Spirit of God so that they can be enjoyed today. So Nehemiah did not take his understanding of Jerusalem from what he saw. 

He had heard about it, and our fathers have told us something about it. It has come down to us in the recovery, the ministry of what the assembly is as a vessel for the heart of Christ. Do not lose sight of that. It is not only an administrative vessel, it is primarily for the heart of Christ. Keep that in your mind; it was in Nehemiah’s mind, so he goes about building it, building the wall. The stones were still there. The breakdown has come in, but there is material there that can be revived. It speaks about that, about stones being revived. These days we are in are for the reviving of the stones. God’s work can never be destroyed. It may become unserviceable, it may be out of circulation as when the woman in Luke 15 searched the house for the piece of silver and says, “Rejoice with me”. We know something of that sometimes, thank God!—the restoration, the reviving of the stones, the recovery of pieces of silver that have been out of circulation coming in again to be in circulation in the assembly of God. 

Nehemiah worked until he had these stones built together and it says, “the princes ... dwelt in Jerusalem”. Would you not like to be among them? There are some people who are princes who dwell in Jerusalem. They give a touch of dignity in a day of breakdown. It is a very beautiful thing to know a man, to know a sister, to know young persons too, that can bring in a touch of dignity amidst a scene of breakdown; and let us remember, dear brethren, there is no more dignified vessel than the assembly. She takes her glory from Christ. It is a reflected glory, it is not exactly hers inherently, though she has it. She is so near to that Man, the copper has become so polished, through much exercise, as we had last night, that it is reflecting a heavenly Man. The assembly is for the reflection of the glory of Christ. May the dignity of it lay hold of us more in these broken times! So “the princes ... dwelt in Jerusalem”, but now it says they cast lots for one in ten. O, beloved, let Jerusalem come into your mind! Are you going to be the one of the ten? The nine, where are they? Think about the Lord’s feelings about Jerusalem, think of His feelings about the persons He had healed. He says, “The nine, where are they?”, Luke 17: 17. Where are they tonight? Where are they in Edinburgh? Where are they in the place where you are local? Are you going to be the one that returns? Are you going to be one in ten, the one that returned? 

They “cast lots, to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem”. It may involve sacrifice. You cannot dwell in Jerusalem and be in men’s associations. You cannot be in the clubs of the world. You cannot be at the theatres of this world or the ice-rinks, or whatever, and be dwelling in Jerusalem. Oh, I appeal to you, beloved, to come and dwell in Jerusalem. What a place to live! You say, ‘It does not look much, only a few there, the most are outside’. They may be included in God’s mercy if they are part of His assembly, but they have lost the present enjoyment of being true to a rejected, despised Saviour—“one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem”. Will you not commit yourself? You say, ‘It is raining tonight; we will not bother about going to the meeting’. Some of the meetings are not so well attended as they might be—“one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem”. Oh, I say again, beloved, how else are you expressing your affection for Jesus? You say, ‘I have other things to do tonight with all the pressures around us’—will you be one of ten? These persons we are speaking of took up the responsibilities and the obligations of the position, and they committed themselves. It says that they “willingly offered themselves to dwell in Jerusalem”. Now, that is your local meeting. Let me apply it that way for the moment. It is the few that meet in the light of our rejected Lord and seek to be faithful to His name. As I said, you cannot be in two camps. Oh, you have feelings after the world; so have I. You have feelings after certain things that please the flesh; we all have. “Let Jerusalem come into your mind”. What a preservative! 

Christ is absent, but there is something here that needs you, there is something here that needs those who willingly offer themselves to dwell in Jerusalem. It means you take up the responsibilities of the local meeting. It is easy to criticize; the nine could tell you all the faults about Jerusalem; but there was one that said, ‘I see the faults, but I am going to be committed to what is precious to the heart of Christ’. Let us commit ourselves to the local position; bear the word, dear brethren. There are many things that may keep us away from the meetings—business, our own work, cold nights—there are many things and we all know them. Let us say, as these feelings come into our minds, “Let Jerusalem come into your mind”. That will give you the incentive to be one of the ten. Simeon was like that. He was an old man, a very old man, but he is spoken of as “a man in Jerusalem”. He would not be absent. 

What a pity if he had been absent when Christ came in. But he was not. It says, “And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem” and “he received him into his arms”, Luke 2: 25, 28. He said, “Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace” (Luke 2: 29). He saw the whole thing. He had waited a long time for it, and you may not have to wait so long. 

Commit yourself to Jerusalem. She will yet be seen in her glory. Daniel committed himself. There was a great deal against Daniel. Nobody would have known if Daniel had stopped praying. He was away from anybody else that would have seen him. 

There were a few companions, only three of them. They would not have known if Daniel had not prayed. He did not need to pray the way he did either, but when he knew that certain things were signed that were working against God, it says, “He went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed”. It was a broken day, a very broken day, but he always had access to the prime thoughts; Jerusalem was in his mind and heart. When he “knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house”—nobody can stop you from entering into these thoughts of God. “Enter into thy chamber” (Matthew 6: 6); that is what Daniel did, and he prayed, but it says, “his windows being open … toward Jerusalem”. Do you pray enough for the brethren in a wider way? We should pray for our local brethren, but do we pray that there should be more throughout the earth liberated to be in the praise of Christ? That is what Daniel was doing. It seemed an impossible thing, it seemed absolutely impossible. The things of God were in captivity, everything broken, but he prayed toward Jerusalem, and he prayed “and gave thanks ... as he did aforetime”. Do not lose God’s thoughts about Jerusalem or else you will be confused. 

But Daniel goes on, and he continues in his prayers; he prays, “Lord, hear! Lord, forgive! Lord, hearken and do!” Oh the earnestness of his prayer when he could have been taking his ease. He could just have been reading about it. Oh, I would not discourage anybody from reading about it. Read all you can; but the reading about it as it comes into your heart will send you to your knees. That is what the broken day does. That broken-hearted churchman would be a man who is on his knees. Daniel was one here. What a prayer it is! He says, “O my God! for thy city and thy people are called by thy name”. Did it look like it? A people in captivity, and yet they were “called by thy name”—“my assembly”. What the saints are to Christ, beloved! What are they to you? Well, they will mean more to you as you see what they are to Christ. That is what Daniel saw typically. They were perhaps doing their own wills at that time; they were certainly in captivity and bondage; but he says, they are “thy people” and “are called by thy name”. How precious this man was to heaven, how precious! 

Well, these are the times we are in when I could not point you and say, ‘That is the assembly’; but I could point you to assembly features. Commit yourself! “Let Jerusalem come into your mind” and go to the meeting. Listen to the prayers, let the gospel come into your heart, read the ministry, and I think you will find assembly features in some. “The Lord knows those that are his”, then it says too, “Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”, 2 Timothy 2: 19. That is what Daniel was doing, that is what Nehemiah was doing, then it speaks about pursuing “with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Timothy 2: 22). There are assembly features. May they be more in our minds to regulate us amidst the breakdown! 

Revelation 21 brings us to the glory of it. It brings us to see something of the ideal. I only want to speak about its foundations for a moment. While there has been breakdown, and the will of man has intruded, “Yet the firm foundation of God stands”. Beloved, that is the way to find your way through the breakdown, look for the foundations. They will not be destroyed. It says, “If the foundations be destroyed, what shall the righteous do?”, Psalm 11: 3. There may be somebody here who would say, ‘Well, there is this company and there is that and there is another’. I would say, Look to the foundations. How do I know I am in the right place? How do you know? You should know. Why is it there was a division in this very city and some went somewhere and some remained? How would you know where to go? Look to the foundations! If you are with any company, you are responsible as to its origin. Some people say, ‘I love the Lord and I meet with Christians’. Well, we are thankful for it, and I am not setting up where I am or where anybody else is as being it—far from it; the brethren will understand that—but if you are with a company, you are responsible as to how that company originated. Is it in accord with the foundations? It says that on the foundations there were the “twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb”. 

Now, if Peter came to where you were, would he be received? If you are in a company that has had its foundations in not judging error as to the humanity of Jesus, Peter would not stay there. Oh, you say, that is past, it is history; but what of the foundation? If Peter came he would want to know why you were not all meeting together in a city. If Peter came to Edinburgh, how would he know where to go? He might go to some place and he would find that the origin of that company was that there was error not judged regarding the manhood of Christ. He might go to another company and he would find that they had separated from Paul. Would Peter stay there? Not for a moment. Well, should I? There are lovers of the Lord Jesus, I know, who seek to be identified with the foundations of the wall of the heavenly city. That is where you should be. 

You find some companies who say they are Christians and do not remember the Lord. Would Paul stay there? Not for a moment. It says, “the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb”. Well, that is where I want to be, identified with that which has its foundation in a risen, glorious, blessed Man and the apostles of the Lamb. 

These things we have been speaking about have intruded into Jerusalem, but here in this scripture we see Jerusalem as a divine conception, and there is, “Her shining”, “the bride, the Lamb’s wife”. What a company! It will soon be seen, but the spirit of it can be enjoyed today amidst the darkness and confusion, if you will let Jerusalem come into your mind. Now, I am not asking you to be committed to a broken system. I am asking you to be committed to Jerusalem. Jerusalem above, “the bride, the Lamb’s wife”. Would you not like to be committed to that? You say, ‘Where is it?’ Well, as I said, if you identify the foundations, if you find a few who love the Lord and are persevering in the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread and prayers, if you pursue these features, you will come to know a touch of the heavenly city. The foundations of the wall of the city are here, and they have heavenly adornment. Could the foundations of the companies of men be adorned in this way? Never! 

But these foundations are adorned with every precious stone in the ministry of Christ, adorned with features of Jesus, the heavenly Man, adorned with the apostles’ teaching—these are the adornments of the wall of the city. If you go inside it is better still, beloved. It says, “And I saw no temple in it; for the Lord God Almighty is its temple, and the Lamb”. To see Him there in all His glorious worth, no longer in circumstances of humiliation which He took in view of dying, in view of shedding His blood, but to see Him there in His own glory. Oh, what a sight it will be, but what a sight it is now, by the Spirit, for these things are realized in enjoyment today, in a broken time. This, dear brethren, is our heavenly part! 

Well, he goes on, “And the city has no need of the sun nor of the moon, that they should shine for it”—you see how independent it is. What marks Jerusalem abroad today in the breakdown is the intrusion of the mind of man. The assembly of God has no need of it. The wisdom of man coming in spoils the flow of what is coming from our blessed, heavenly Head. “And the city has no need of the sun nor of the moon, that they should shine for it; for the glory of God has enlightened it, and the lamp thereof is the Lamb”. The only thing the assembly needs and cannot do without is Christ. She derives everything from Him. These glories that are spoken of here have all been derived from Him, the heavenly Man. May we be more committed to what He loves, beloved! It is to be seen in the local meeting, it is seen in these lowly surroundings today, but soon it will be the light of the universe as the holy city Jerusalem comes down “having the glory of God”. “Her shining” will radiate over the whole universe. It would be a pity, would it not, to miss having our part in it today? “Let Jerusalem come into your mind”. May it be so, for His name’s sake! 

Address in Edinburgh
6 April 1985 

 


Scripture references

Jeremiah 51:50 (JND) [50] Ye that have escaped the sword, go, stand not still: remember Jehovah from afar, and let Jerusalem come into your mind.

Nehemiah 11:1-2 (JND) [1] And the princes of the people dwelt in Jerusalem; and the rest of the people cast lots, to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem, the holy city, and nine parts in the cities. [2] And the people blessed all the men that willingly offered themselves to dwell in Jerusalem.

Daniel 6:10 (JND) [10] And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

Daniel 9:19-22 (JND) [19] Lord, hear! Lord, forgive! Lord, hearken and do! defer not, for thine own sake, O my God! for thy city and thy people are called by thy name. [20] And whilst I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before Jehovah my God for the holy mountain of my God; [21] whilst I was yet speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, flying swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation. [22] And he informed [me], and talked with me, and said, Daniel, I am now come forth to make thee skilful of understanding.

Revelation 21:9-23 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone; [12] having a great and high wall; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are those of the twelve tribes of [the] sons of Israel. [13] On [the] east three gates; and on [the] north three gates; and on [the] south three gates; and on [the] west three gates. [14] And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. [15] And he that spoke with me had a golden reed [as] a measure, that he might measure the city, and its gates, and its wall. [16] And the city lies four-square, and its length [is] as much as the breadth. And he measured the city with the reed twelve thousand stadia: the length and the breadth and height of it are equal. [17] And he measured its wall, a hundred [and] forty-four cubits, [a] man's measure, that is, [the] angel's. [18] And the building of its wall [was] jasper; and the city pure gold, like pure glass: [19] the foundations of the wall of the city [were] adorned with every precious stone: the first foundation, jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; [20] the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprasus; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. …

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,

Matthew 13 (JND) [1] And that [same] day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea. [2] And great crowds were gathered together to him, so that going on board ship himself he sat down, and the whole crowd stood on the shore. [3] And he spoke to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow: …

Luke 23:18 (JND) [18] But they cried out in a mass saying, Away with this [man] and release Barabbas to us;

Luke 19:14 (JND) [14] But his citizens hated him, and sent an embassy after him, saying, We will not that this [man] should reign over us.

Genesis 2:23 (JND) [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man.

Matthew 13:46 (JND) [46] and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 17:17 (JND) [17] And Jesus answering said, Were not the ten cleansed? but the nine, where [are they]?

Luke 2:25-28 (JND) [25] And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and [the] Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see [the] Lord's Christ. [27] And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and as the parents brought in the child Jesus that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, [28] *he* received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said,

Luke 2:29 (JND) [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace;

Matthew 6:6 (JND) [6] But *thou*, when thou prayest, enter into thy chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father who sees in secret will render [it] to thee.

2 Timothy 2:19 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity.

2 Timothy 2:22 (JND) [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Psalms 11:3 (JND) [3] If the foundations be destroyed, what shall the righteous do?



A TOUCH FROM JESUS

W. Dickson 

Matthew 8: 1–4; 17: 4–8; Mark 7: 31–35; 8: 22–26 

Somebody said to me before a gospel meeting recently, ‘I trust that someone will get a touch tonight’. Have you ever had a touch from Jesus? Have you known the unforgettable experience of having a touch from Jesus? Or have you come and gone, and never had a touch from Jesus? I want to speak of these persons in the passages we have read who had all a touch from Jesus, and of the wonderful effect it had upon them. With them, of course, it was physical, and some say, ‘Well, the day of miracles is past’. I do not think so. The day of miracles has not passed by any means. There are living miracles in this room at this time. We are counting on the Spirit of God effecting some more miracles tonight in persons getting a touch from Jesus. 

So we commenced with this leper who came up to Him and did Him homage. What is a leper in Scripture? I want to be simple and do as much as I can to illustrate the simple words that are in the Bible. Well, a leper is a sinner. Are there any sinners here tonight? The gospel is for you. The gospel is for the sinner. Of course it is for the saints too, but the gospel is for the sinner here tonight. The leper is a sinner, but grace can save the sinner. We love to go over that ground, a sinner saved by grace. Now here was this man, a leper, and he uttered a cry, “Lord, if thou wilt, thou art able to cleanse me”. That cry came from that man’s heart. Have you ever cried from the depths of your heart to Jesus? Have you ever felt the burden of sin so heavy, so devastating in your life, that you came to the point that if you did not get it settled with Jesus, the outlook was dark and uncertain? He says, “Lord, if thou wilt, thou art able to cleanse me”. The gospel is to tell you that Jesus is willing. That is the gospel; to tell you that God is willing. You can write across the New Testament—God is willing, is willing to bless you, and to bless you tonight. And it says, “And he stretched out his hand and touched him”. Now this word, if I may refer to it, means that He handled him freely. 

Now when did that take place? When did Jesus identify Himself with man’s sinful state and departure from God? It was on the cross. Let me tell you again of that precious work, the only basis on which God can come forth in blessing to man. Jesus on the cross bore sin’s burden so great, at that time when the majesty of the throne of God was at stake as to whether God could bless man and overlook righteousness. A blessed Man came in, the Lord Jesus, and on the cross that great work was wrought out which gave God a basis for blessing the vilest sinner. Think of it, the vilest sinner! And, of course, we are all in that class if we really take it to heart. Beloved Mr Darby said somewhere, ‘That He died I could possibly understand, but that He died for me, I will never understand’. Would you take that to your heart tonight that for you the leper, unclean and away from God and with nothing but eternal judgment ahead of you, our Saviour took the sinner’s place? He bore the full weight of divine judgment, all that was due to you. Instead of it being placed upon you for you to meet it, when you have not the power or ability to meet it, that blessed Saviour Jesus met it in its full, unmitigated weight. It rested upon Jesus, and He bore it; sufferings untold our Saviour went through. 

‘Suff’rings unfathomed for us has Thou known’ (Hymn 4). Our blessed Saviour went that way and He touched you, He touched humanity, He touched the sinner in that wonderful act of love when He laid down His life. 

Have you had a touch? Do you mean to tell me you have come time after time to the gospel meeting and you have gone out untouched, unaffected, just the same? One can hardly credit it. One can hardly believe it, that a human heart could be untouched by the work of Jesus, the immensity of it, the grace of it. No wonder the believer sings— 

‘How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds 

In a believer’s ear!’ (Hymn 54) 

It says, “And immediately his leprosy was cleansed”. I do trust that someone will leave this room tonight with that happy joyful feeling of being cleansed, the burden lifted, the load for ever gone. 

So in Matthew 17 we find another remarkable touch. May I apply this scripture for this occasion? Peter said, “Let us make here three tabernacles: for thee one, and for Moses one, and one for Elias”. One very significant feature of the present trend of things is that men are searching around for alternatives. Man will do anything to get an alternative to Christ. 

Somebody told me in America recently that statistics which the Government had compiled indicated that there were four hundred different religious sects in New York City. Four hundred! Four hundred ways of life. Not three tabernacles, four hundred tabernacles, if you like. But let me tell you this, beloved hearers—God has no alternative to Christ to offer you, none. He is the only Man that God has to present to you, Christ Jesus. I know the children at school are taught lessons in what is called ‘comparative religion’. Where did 

that phrase come from, ‘comparative religion’? There is no such thing as comparative religion. “This is my beloved Son ... hear him”, that One. That is the gospel, “Hear him”. He is speaking to you tonight. He has touched you in grace, and He is speaking to you tonight and He is telling you, ‘I am able not only to save you from your sins, I am able to fill your heart with joy and peace, to give you hope and an outlook to the glory’. 

How and why is Jesus different from any alternatives? The difference is that Jesus as to His Person is God. The fact that Jesus Christ is God is the foundation-stone of Christianity. There could be no blessing, His blood would have no efficacy, if He was not God. “And the disciples hearing it fell upon their faces, and were greatly terrified. And Jesus coming to them touched them”. This is peculiar to Matthew’s gospel. After that touch would Peter ever think of three tabernacles? No. His epistles show that that touch affected him and he spoke of the holy mount. That touch affected Peter, and the glory of that time remained in his heart in all its blessedness. Have you had a touch like that? Is there any other man in your vision, any other person but Jesus? Oh I trust you will get that touch tonight, that you will dismiss every alternative from your mind and fix your heart and mind on Jesus. One of whom the Father says, “Hear him”. Oh, we heard the voice of Jesus today! There were a few of us gathered here in this room this morning. We did certain things, but the glory of the time was that we heard Jesus, we heard Him speaking to us. We heard Him telling us of the Father’s glory, telling us of the wonderful blessing His love has secured for us beyond death for ever. 

In Mark’s gospel we come to these other touches, and here in chapter 7 was “a deaf man who 

could not speak right, and they beseech him that he might lay his hand on him. And having taken him away from the crowd apart, he put his fingers to his ears”. I would call your attention step by step to the manner in which the Lord Jesus dealt with this man. First of all He took him away from the crowd apart. In other words, you must not allow any influence to interfere with your personal contact with Jesus. Then He put His fingers to his ears. Why was that? It was a reference back to the garden of Eden, a reference back to the time when Satan spoke to the woman; that was where the departure took place—‘Has God said?’ Man’s distance from God relates to the time when Satan got the ear of Eve. It says, “He put his fingers to his ears”, as much as to say, to open up the channel for the word of God, for the gospel, for the glorious tidings of Christ. “He put his fingers to his ears”—a different message altogether. Oh, do not listen to what the devil would tell you. If he gets hold of your ear after the gospel meeting and says to you, ‘Not tonight; perhaps next week, but not tonight’; do not listen. The Lord would put His fingers into your ears with a view to the truth, and the truth of God, getting into them for blessing. 

Then it says, “And having spit”; that is another reference to the deity of Christ. It was a divine Person; the spittle speaks of what He was essentially as to His Person. An honoured servant of the Lord was asked, ‘Who was it who died on the cross? Was it God or was it Man?’ He replied, ‘The Man who died is, was, and ever will be God’. It also says, “He touched his tongue; and looking up to heaven he groaned, and says to him. Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. And immediately his ears were opened, and the band of his tongue was loosed and he spoke right”. Are you speaking right? What does speaking right involve? Speaking right 

involves that first of all you confess Jesus Christ as Lord. I remember a young brother asking one of the Lord’s servants in a meeting, ‘Who do you confess to? Do you confess to God or do you confess to men?’ I waited with great interest on the reply. He said, ‘Both’. That is wonderful. You confess to God, you say, ‘He is my Saviour. I have had a touch tonight’. 

Then you confess to men, ‘Jesus has touched me. He has opened my ears and He has opened my lips; He has given me a touch’. 

In the next passage, in Mark 8, there is a blind man and they beseech Him that He might touch him. “And he led him forth out of the village, and having spit upon his eyes” (a repetition of what we have already dwelt upon) “he laid his hands upon him, and asked him if he beheld anything. And having looked up, he said, I behold men, for I see them as trees, walking”. We sometimes undervalue that first touch, but it was a touch, and he saw men, as trees, walking. He saw something. He was like the man in John 9 who said, Once I was blind 99 

but now I see. Can you say that? Once I was blind but now I see. Once the darkness enshrouded me, but now the light, the light of the glory of Christ, shines in my heart. Men “as trees, walking” is a suggestion that things were not clear. 

Now there are many believers, many Christians, like that. They are not clear. They will tell you about the blood of Christ that saved them from judgment, but if you raise the question with them as to the Spirit, they are not clear as to whether they have the gift of the Holy Spirit. A certain lack of clarity is in their minds as to the truth. There are thousands of believers in this world at the present time whose only understanding of the gospel is that Jesus died upon the cross. Blessed fact! Thank God for every one for whom Jesus died 

upon the cross. “We preach Christ crucified” (1 Corinthians 1: 23)—but we also preach Christ glorified. That is the second touch, Christ glorified. Oh, do you know that Man in the glory? Have your eyes been affected like Paul’s? He said, “I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ”, Philippians 3: 8. He had had the second touch; he saw everything clearly, everything was in its right perspective. In other words, he was a Christian not only going to heaven, but one coming from heaven. These are the Christians you like to meet, those who are coming from heaven every day and spreading the influence of a glorified Christ and telling forth the worth and greatness of the Saviour. 

May we all get a touch tonight. May none of us leave this meeting tonight just the same way as we came in. May the Lord in His grace not permit that, that any go out as they came in, for His name’s sake. Amen. 

Preaching in Melbourne
24 November 1985 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 8:1-4 (JND) [1] And when he had come down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. [2] And behold, a leper came up to [him] and did him homage, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou art able to cleanse me. [3] And he stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, I will; be cleansed. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. [4] And Jesus says to him, See thou tell no man, but go, shew thyself to the priest, and offer the gift which Moses ordained, for a testimony to them.

Matthew 17:4-8 (JND) [4] And Peter answering said to Jesus, Lord, it is good we should be here. If thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles: for thee one, and for Moses one, and one for Elias. [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him. [6] And the disciples hearing [it] fell upon their faces, and were greatly terrified. [7] And Jesus coming to [them] touched them, and said, Rise up, and be not terrified. [8] And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus alone.

Mark 7:31-35 (JND) [31] And again having left the borders of Tyre and Sidon, he came to the sea of Galilee, through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis. [32] And they bring to him a deaf [man] who could not speak right, and they beseech him that he might lay his hand on him. [33] And having taken him away from the crowd apart, he put his fingers to his ears; and having spit, he touched his tongue; [34] and looking up to heaven he groaned, and says to him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. [35] And immediately his ears were opened, and the band of his tongue was loosed and he spoke right.

Mark 8:22-26 (JND) [22] And he comes to Bethsaida; and they bring him a blind man, and beseech him that he might touch him. [23] And taking hold of the hand of the blind man he led him forth out of the village, and having spit upon his eyes, he laid his hands upon him, and asked him if he beheld anything. [24] And having looked up, he said, I behold men, for I see [them], as trees, walking. [25] Then he laid his hands again upon his eyes, and he saw distinctly, and was restored and saw all things clearly. [26] And he sent him to his house, saying, Neither enter into the village, nor tell [it] to any one in the village.

Matthew 17 (JND) [1] And after six days Jesus takes with [him] Peter, and James, and John his brother, and brings them up into a high mountain apart. [2] And he was transfigured before them. And his face shone as the sun, and his garments became white as the light; [3] and lo, Moses and Elias appeared to them talking with him. …

Mark 8 (JND) [1] In those days, there being again a great crowd, and they having nothing that they could eat, having called his disciples to [him], he says to them, [2] I have compassion on the crowd, because they have stayed with me already three days and they have not anything they can eat, [3] and if I should dismiss them to their home fasting, they will faint on the way; for some of them are come from far. …

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

1 Corinthians 1:23 (JND) [23] but *we* preach Christ crucified, to Jews an offence, and to nations foolishness;

Philippians 3:8 (JND) [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ;



MY HEART

J. Gray 

O Lord, Thou art waiting in patience on me, 

My heart’s inner chamber to open to Thee, 

Its many apartments are freely disposed, 

Except, Lord, the door of the throne-room’s still closed. 

O Lord, I am longing to grant Thy request; 

Yea, oft have I welcomed Thee in as a Guest; 

But now be Thou Master, in charge of my heart; 

To serve as a bondman be my willing part. 

Thou art o’er earth’s circle as Sovereign supreme, 

Then why not my heart, which Thy blood did redeem? 

Yet not on the circle, but nearer as known; 

Oh sit at the centre, as King on the throne. 

“My son, give me thy heart”, Proverbs 23: 26. “My son, attend to my words … keep them in the midst of thy heart”, Proverbs 4: 20, 21. “Confide in Jehovah with all thy heart”, Proverbs 3: 5. “Blessed are they ... that seek him with the whole heart”, Psalm 119: 2. 

Saltcoats
1957




Scripture references

Proverbs 23:26 (JND) [26] My son, give me thy heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways.

Proverbs 4:20-21 (JND) [20] My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. [21] Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thy heart.

Proverbs 3:5 (JND) [5] Confide in Jehovah with all thy heart, and lean not unto thine own intelligence;

Psalms 119:2 (JND) [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart;



MUSINGS





“MY GOD” Psalm 71 gives us the holy desires, and the communion with God, of an old believer. He looks back over his life to the day of his birth and uses this remarkable expression in speaking to Jehovah—“From the bowels of my mother thou didst draw me forth”. We are familiar with the thought of God as the Creator of heavens and earth, but have we thought sufficiently of His personal part in the birth of each one of His own? His hand it was that first touched us. What love and interest entered into that! What would have been His thoughts in the earliest moments of our existence? Surely that the life just commencing might unfold and develop for His pleasure, that we might be drawn to Jesus, receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, and thus be in the favoured circle of the saints, and be witnesses for Christ here. 

Are we answering to His desires for us? Have we responded in love’s obedience? The writer of Psalm 71 was facing opposition and testing, but He confides in God. He prays, “Be to me a rock of habitation, whereunto I may continually resort”; He knows God as “my rock and my fortress”. Though in deep dependence he is in holy boldness—“as for me, I will hope continually, and will praise thee yet more and more”. He reviews his history with God—“O God, thou hast taught me from my youth … Now also, when I am old … forsake me not, until I have proclaimed thine arm unto this generation”. That is, he is calling upon God that his testimony might be completed, that the life which had begun under God’s hand might yield its full fruit. May this be our outlook and longing. 

The psalm ends on a note of triumphant praise—“Unto thee will I sing psalms with the harp, thou holy One of Israel”. 

FCM

 


Scripture references

Psalms 71 (JND) [1] In thee, Jehovah, do I trust: let me never be ashamed. [2] Deliver me in thy righteousness, and rescue me; incline thine ear unto me, and save me. [3] Be to me a rock of habitation, whereunto I may continually resort: thou hast given commandment to save me; for thou art my rock and my fortress. …

Psalms 71 (JND) [1] In thee, Jehovah, do I trust: let me never be ashamed. [2] Deliver me in thy righteousness, and rescue me; incline thine ear unto me, and save me. [3] Be to me a rock of habitation, whereunto I may continually resort: thou hast given commandment to save me; for thou art my rock and my fortress. …



EXTRACTS

It is an important point that in assembly we meet one another. Coming together in a formal way at a certain place and time does not secure the Lord’s presence. But if we come together as the children of God in the unity of the Spirit, and in spiritual affection, we meet the Lord. 

If it is only a question of coming at an appointed hour on Lord’s day morning, you may as well go to a chapel. Many have the idea that it is a more scriptural way of meeting, and do not apprehend that we meet in the light of Christ’s assembly. If people have strife and envy amongst themselves, how can they have the presence of the Lord? The coming together to break bread is a great test as to our relations one to another. The obligation lies on each one to judge himself. If we came together in that way the Lord would draw nigh to us. If there is a difference we are to forgive as Christ forgave us, and that is pretty absolute! The secret of these personal differences is that people are unspiritual. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 15, p.111) 

I would earnestly commend the precious Scriptures, especially to the children and young men and women. How many of us regret with all our hearts that we have not given more time to the Scriptures, that we do not know them better! The apostle Paul said to Timothy, “From a child thou hast known the holy scriptures”, 2 Timothy 3: 15. Let me earnestly entreat the young under no circumstances to neglect the Scriptures; even if you do not understand them, know them. Timothy knew them, if he did not fully understand them, from his childhood. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 89, p.443) 

I have sometimes seen upon a mountain that there is but one path which is simple and right; and a comfort indeed it is to know it, though there are ever so many crooked ones going over the heath. That is just where we are now. If a person has the right path, he does not need to inquire about the fifty wrong ones. “Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee”. If I look on, I see Christ, and then all is easy, and with my eyes on Him, I go straight. A broad path means a broad conscience, not a broad heart. We have a narrow path, but it is a known path, and a straight one. 

J. N. Darby (‘Notes and Jottings’, pp.289, 290) 

Then he (Jonah) goes on to say, “But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of the Lord”. The fish vomited him out. This is a very searching word. A Christian is not worth a name that has not vowed. The point is not that you have not vowed but have you paid your vows? Some may not have identified themselves with the Lord and His people, but have put it off. The Lord is calling upon you now to pay your vows … Why should we leave Him out of all our reckonings, why not look into the ledger and see what is due? Much will happen but it is waiting the state of the saints. 

What God is looking for is state, an answering recompense so that it is time to wake up and see if God is not speaking to me; has He not a voice to me? I may perhaps see His hand delivering as soon as I pay my vows so that I will say, “Salvation is of Jehovah”. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 89, pp.356, 357) 

The cross is not only to be taken up, but to be borne all the way through. It is well to cultivate and cherish high desires; but be assured the more genuine they are, the more the will must be broken, in order to make room for the manifestation of them in living power. The light that is in the earthen pitcher does not shine forth until the pitcher is broken. May you and I submit to be broken, that the true happy desires, which we at times have loved to give expression to, may find no impediment to their full manifestation; and thus that the life of Jesus may be made manifest in our mortal flesh, to His praise and glory. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 12, p.258) 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 24 High Street, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9BQ, (T) (02774) 50661

 


Scripture references

2 Timothy 3:15 (JND) [15] and that from a child thou hast known the sacred letters, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which [is] in Christ Jesus.
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