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THE PRESENT POSITION AND OCCUPATION OF CHRIST

R. Taylor 

1 Peter 3: 22; Hebrews 9: 24; Ephesians 1: 22, 23; John 14: 2, 3 

In the book of Exodus, when Moses was on the mountain for forty days, the people said, We do not know what has become of him. That largely is the position abroad today, the world does not know what has become of Jesus. They celebrate occasions such as His birth and His death; some speak about the Lord, comparing Him with others; we find in books some reference to His miracles, and other remarks; but largely they do not know what has become of Him. 

I would like to speak from these scriptures of His present position and occupation. The bride in the Song of Songs could tell you what happened to her beloved. She was asked, “What is thy beloved more than another beloved ...?” (Song of Songs 5: 9). That question is very appropriate today. What is the difference between Jesus and Mohammed and others? Now she would tell you, among other things, “His mouth is most sweet” (v.16). She knew living communications. She knew where He was when He went to His garden. She knew just where He was because she was in living touch with Him. I would like to encourage our hearts as to the place that Jesus fills above; the place that He has been given, that no other will have or share either. Many glories He will share, but He has a place in heaven that is His and His alone. The Father loves the Son and has given all things to be in His hand. 

Peter was writing to persons who had lost a lot. We speak about sufferings, breakdown and so on, but he was writing to persons who knew that in a far deeper way than we do; they had been driven out of their country and may well have been despondent. Peter is writing to 

them about the resurrection of Jesus, saying, “who is at the right hand of God, gone into heaven”. He has gone in in the right and glory of His Person, but He is gone in too on the ground of a work completed. Peter says about Him elsewhere, “whom heaven indeed must receive”, Acts 3: 21. How welcome He was there! He is at the right hand of God, “angels and authorities and powers being subjected to him”. That is what marks the present day, however fearsome these authorities may appear, whatever power they may take to themselves, there is One who is above them all. What a comfort to our hearts! What a comfort to these sorrowing saints who were being persecuted, that there was a Man in heaven whom they knew. Jesus Christ, angels, authorities and powers being subjected to Him. 

Now this was no idle story to Peter. Had he not been in prison? The authorities were against him but an angel opened the gates, smote his side, and said to Peter “follow me”, Acts 12: 8. 

All the forces that men could command at that time were harnessed there against Peter, as they had been against Christ. Now Christ is at the right hand of God, acting from the place that He has in heaven to deliver His servant, to bring him out because he was needed in the testimony. So he writes these words from his experience, “angels and authorities and powers being subjected to him”. That is what reigns in the present day, the authorities are subjected to Christ, what a rest to our souls. Whatever powers they may usurp or claim, their power and authority is limited. Christ at the right hand of God is above all these things. 

John too had a view of Him like that in the Revelation; Christ there controlling every authority and every power, presenting Himself to John as the One who had the keys of death and of hades. What a thing death is as it comes near to us, but the keys are in His hand. The Man who bore our sins on the cross, the Man who was here in lowly grace, despised by men, He has the 

keys of death and of hades; they are under His control. It says too, “he set his right foot on the sea, and the left upon the earth” (Revelation 10: 2), the whole dominion under His power and authority. If you read through Revelation you can see the authorities of darkness are not let loose; one seal is opened after another, and everything is in perfect control, under the authority and power of Jesus Christ who has gone into heaven. You can understand John being restful as he had that vision, seeing Christ controlling these authorities. One time one power may be used, but its power is limited, and under God’s will that power is set aside, and another power is used. Christ is in control of these authorities. We can see how some powers have risen and fallen in the history of man; these empires in Daniel how they rise and fall, and so it will be as time goes on, but eventually they will all be put in their place. He will bring everything into subjection. 

In the meantime it is for the assurance of the saints that Peter is writing this. The Lord is for us and He has control of our circumstances; He may allow or use them to drive us closer to Himself; He would have us take His yoke upon us, to come to Him and learn from Him. He may order circumstances in your life to do that. In the course of history, we can see, when there has been persecution of the saints, how they have been driven closer to Him, and a brighter testimony has shone out. Think of the testimony of the martyrs, when the Lord allowed persecution by the authorities and it brought out something of the testimony of Jesus. 

How beautifully so! He may allow these things in your personal circumstances. But Peter would assure our hearts afresh as to these authorities, their powers are limited; Christ is above them all, and He is above them all in consideration for His saints. 

In Hebrews He has not only gone into heaven in control of these powers but He has gone 

“into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God”. If the 

scripture had stopped there it would have been very blessed, but it adds, “for us”—how precious! Think of Him going in on your account and mine. I can understand Him going in in the glory and majesty of His Person, but think of Him going in “to appear before the face of God for us”. These words are very beautiful, “into heaven itself”. He has gone to a place that He fills, great antitype of the holy of holies as these Jews would understand, but He has gone in as a Man. How blessed to think of that Man in heaven—“for us”. Maybe you are not so bright today as you were another day, maybe you are brighter today than you were another day, but Christ appearing before the face of God for you never changes. 

What a favour to enjoy, to retire into, that whatever your state or condition (and the enemy may engage you with that) here is a verse to quote to him. I believe it is right to do so, because the enemy is a very real one, he brings challenges into your heart, as he does to mine, and it is good to quote scripture to him as the Lord quoted scripture to the devil. This verse would be one to quote as he brings these things to bear upon us in our histories. There is a Man in heaven whom I know, who loves me, and He is there before the face of God for me. It speaks of Satan being an accuser of the brethren, but he never reaches in this far. He has his own limited sphere, and he works and sows discord and tries to bring confusion among the saints, but he never gets in here. How blessed to think of Christ’s present occupation before the face of God! Do you know what has become of Him? Do you know Him there for you? 

Do you know the love that represents you before the face of God? Think of your name on that breastplate! He says to the disciples to rejoice that their names were written in heaven. You could never write your own name there, but there He is with your name on His heart—“now to appear before the face of God for us”. I say again, that is never to be changed. 

May our hearts rest in it in the troublesome days that we are in. There is a Man there, the Son of man in all His glory, before the face of God. In the typical scriptures, we have the table of shewbread with two rows of six loaves, representing the saints before God, supported by Christ. That is your present place. It is not something only to look forward to in a day to come when you will be there in actuality, but now in the present time He has gone into heaven itself. Look at that word “now”—“now to appear before the face of God”. Do you know a God like that? Do you know a Father like that? He does not raise questions but looks on you with cloudless favour as you are there before Him in Christ. That is the place of every believer in Christ, and Christ is there for every believer. What a triumph it brings into any circumstances of the testimony when we are living in the light of the place of favour that we have before God in Christ. 

The scripture speaks too in Hebrews of being there as our Forerunner. Soon we shall be there in actuality, but now, while in the wilderness circumstances. He is there as our great Forerunner. He has opened a door in His going in, and He has opened up the home of love. 

Do you know what it is to explore the realm of love where He has gone for us? Think of the way He spoke to the disciples in John 17! Written over that chapter is, Christ’s place is our place. He is there for us. He spoke to the Father about those who were left in the world, saying, “I sanctify myself for them” (John 17: 19). It was that they should be maintained in the freshness and the glory of their place above. 

Where we read in Ephesians, it says, “and gave him to be head over all things to the assembly, which is his body”. What service is going on towards His assembly! The head is the great source of supply, and He is serving as Head to sustain us with resources that are to be found in Him. Do you refer to Him in that capacity, Head over all things? There is not a thing that He cannot meet. 

What resources He has and they are exercised today towards the assembly. He will soon take up other matters, but His great occupation today is as “head over all things to the assembly, which is his body”. What resources and wealth are flowing from the Head to the body in view of Christ being in expression. It is wonderful to see, in some measure, the Man above reflected in His body down here. 

In a day to come, the graces of Christ will be displayed to a wondering universe through the assembly. When Israel sees what has been formed in the assembly through the operations of the Head, they will be filled with wonderment. They will see a glory that they had never seen before; a glory of which they could have had something. It says that Israel had the glory, the promises, the covenants; but it will then all be seen in the assembly, His fulness, as deriving from the Head. But then it is to be known by us, individually, as we are part of this vessel, through divine grace, if we have been brought to know Christ as our Saviour, and have received the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are to come into the wealth that is flowing from the Head to the assembly. The hymn-writer says. 

‘Great source of wisdom, power and food, 

All riches from Thee flow’. (Hymn 199) 

Now that is all available for us as part of this glorious vessel. How should we be put to the wall? How should there be matters that are unresolved that we are unable to meet? It is His prime occupation today, to serve the saints in His love with the resources of wisdom that are needed. It says about Him, “Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption”, 1 Corinthians 1: 30. He was that for Corinth; and Paul was saying. There you are content with something far short of assembly life, while so much is available for you in Christ, wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption. These things cover whatever we may need at any time, 

He has been made that to us. Paul would have the Corinthians to feed on Christ, as Israel did when they came into Canaan and ate of the old corn of the land. What I am speaking of is the old corn of the land. It is very blessed to know Christ in the circumstances of the wilderness pathway, to learn how He was in those circumstances is food for our daily life. When they came into the land the manna ceased, and they ate the old corn of the land. That is to know Christ in His own domain, to feed on Him now in the way that He is serving His assembly. 

The manna had to be gathered daily, but the old corn of the land was there from the year before; the land was full of it. As you go into these courts above, you find that Christ Jesus is everywhere, in His own domain, in His own glory. He is no longer having to take up the matter of sins or sin; no longer having to meet the liabilities of all that has come into the race; but there He is in His own glory and personal worth as the food for the saints. 

To the overcomer at Ephesus He says, “I will give to him to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God”, Revelation 2: 7. What a food for our souls! What a food, in its plenitude, to be eaten, varied fruits of richest flavour, every month yielding something fresh, something precious, there to sustain the saints. That all comes into this—“and gave him to be head over all things to the assembly, which is his body”. How He loves it! He said to Saul on that Damascus road, “why dost thou persecute me?”, Acts 9: 4. There you see the Lord defending His body. What an impression Saul had about it from those saints in Damascus. It seemed as if there was nothing going to protect them, did it not? Saul had letters from the high priest, but there was the Head operating. He stops Saul from going further, saying, “why dost thou persecute me?”—How He loved those few saints in Damascus. How He loves His body, nourishing and cherishing it, what a service He is carrying on today! That is a view of Christ where He has gone. It is a view that is to be known by the saints, in their experience and 

in the circumstances of life today. 

John, I think, enjoyed it; he lived in that area, and he writes these words with fresh experience in his soul. Maybe he did not understand them fully when he heard them from the lips of Jesus at first, but when he wrote his gospel they must have had wonderful meaning as he wrote them down. It says, “In my Father’s house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you”. There is a wonderful touch of His confidence in those words. He would not keep anything back from His loved ones; He would not deceive them by nice platitudes nor lead them astray by strange words. He says, “In my Father’s house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you”, and because of the fact of it being so He says, I am going to tell you more, “I go to prepare you a place”, that is, by His going into heaven now to appear before the face of God for us. That is our place. We are here in these circumstances today as away from home; soon we shall be home in actuality. The hymn-writer says— 

‘And can we call our home 

Our Father’s house on high?’ (Hymn 64) 

Is that your home? If someone asked you to describe your home, where would it be? Well, we would have a lot of descriptions, but here is John’s home. It has been true too about others in the testimony. Mr. Darby, a man in flesh and blood condition like you and I are in, wrote— 

‘And oh! how all that eye can see 

To others now belongs! 

The eternal home’s so nigh to me— 

My soul’s eternal songs’ (Spiritual Songs p.3). 

You can see in his writings that he had a sense of his place above. He had troubles with his eyes, troubles in his body, he knew what it was to be tossed in the storm on the sea, but he had a rest above— 

‘Rest of the saints above, 

Jerusalem of God!’ (Hymn 74). 

Such men were not apostles, but men who were in the practical circumstances of life that we are in, but they lived in the sense that they had a home above and so could write about it. 

So the Lord here is encouraging the saints. He says, “for I go to prepare you a place; and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself”. Not only to a place, but “receive you to myself”, what a reception it will be! How we look forward to being folded in His arms; to the embrace of His love in all its blessed sweetness. 

We know where He has gone, but He says, “that where I am ye also may be”. My friend, He does not want to be in heaven without you. He will not be content until He has the whole ransomed host in heaven with Him. The fact that He has gone in has assured our place for all eternity. What a place it will be to be in heaven; with those tears wiped away, those sorrows for ever gone. Not only to be in the place, but He says, “and shall receive you to myself”. 

May these words encourage our hearts to know something about Him where He is. Paul in writing to the Philippians says, “our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens”. I believe it was true of them that they were drawing their resources from the commonwealth above, and so defeating all the resources of man’s imagination and hatred, and the devil’s resources too against the brethren. May our hearts be encouraged to draw from it for Christ’s name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee
6 December 1997 

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 3:22 (JND) [22] who is at [the] right hand of God, gone into heaven, angels and authorities and powers being subjected to him.

Hebrews 9:24 (JND) [24] For the Christ is not entered into holy places made with hand, figures of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God for us:

Ephesians 1:22-23 (JND) [22] and has put all things under his feet, and gave him [to be] head over all things to the assembly, [23] which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all:

John 14:2-3 (JND) [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

Song of Solomon 5:9 (JND) [9] What is thy beloved more than [another] beloved, Thou fairest among women? What is thy beloved more than [another] beloved, That thou dost so charge us?

Acts 3:21 (JND) [21] whom heaven indeed must receive till [the] times of [the] restoring of all things, of which God has spoken by the mouth of his holy prophets since time began.

Acts 12:8 (JND) [8] And the angel said to him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And he did so. And he says to him, Cast thine upper garment about thee and follow me.

Revelation 10:2 (JND) [2] and having in his hand a little opened book. And he set his right foot on the sea, and the left upon the earth,

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17:19 (JND) [19] and I sanctify myself for them, that they also may be sanctified by truth.

1 Corinthians 1:30 (JND) [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption;

Revelation 2:7 (JND) [7] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, I will give to him to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God.

Acts 9:4 (JND) [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?



THE RICHNESS OF DIVINE GRACE

D. Robertson 

Luke 7: 36–50; 10: 30–37; John 4: 20–24 

It is a wonderful matter to have some understanding of the glory and the richness of divine grace, involving the unfolding of the heart of God and His longings to bless His creature. It may never have occurred to you that God longs to bless you. There is nothing in the heart of God but blessing for you. It is a wonderful matter that it should come into your soul consciously that God desires to bless you, and He has provided ground upon which you can be blessed. 

These three instances of which we have read speak of the ground of God’s blessing for man. 

The first one sets forth a person who comes to the mercy-seat; it is a wonderful thing to come to the mercy-seat. God says of the mercy-seat, “there will I meet with thee, and will speak with thee”, Exodus 25: 22. Think of God being prepared to meet the sinner and to convey the thoughts of His heart to him. Here is a poor woman, she is a woman of the city. This city would not be like the city David speaks about, God’s city. Remember what David said about God’s city—“Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God”, Psalm 87: 3. All the inhabitants of that city would understand perfectly the way God has set forth His rights for man in mercy. They would understand the heart of God. It is a city marked by order and regulation, a city where every inhabitant would know the love of God. Alas! this city was marked by disorder. It would provide plenty, but it would be that the sinner might go on with his lust. That is what this woman was, she was a sinner, there was no mistake about it. The scripture says so and she knew it. I think God had operated in her heart. She was an awakened soul. I know that God might operate in hearts in this room and awaken you to your need of a Saviour. For 

you are a sinner, just as I am, but thank God I can take the place of being an awakened sinner and a saved one too through divine grace. God longs that you might know salvation, and more than salvation. He longs that you might know the fulness of His heart of love. 

So this woman comes into the hard atmosphere of a Pharisee’s house. You are in an advantageous atmosphere where God would speak to you, you are in the presence of faith, where prayer is actively going up to God that you might be blessed. God had operated in this woman’s heart and she breaks through and she comes to where Christ is. My friend, if you are a sinner that is what you need to do. You need to come to where Christ is. You will not find Him in the world. He is not in the amusement places of the world, but there is a place where you can meet Him and that is at the mercy-seat, where God will speak with you, where He will meet with you. We have here a beautiful picture of a sinner coming to the mercy-seat and finding the Saviour God in Christ. Again it says of the mercy-seat, in the great day of atonement, that the blood was sprinkled once upon the mercy-seat and seven times before it (Leviticus 16: 14). We are brought to a point where there is divinely prepared ground and everything is propitious and favourable for us to be blest. It involved that God, in the cross of Christ, has settled the whole question of sin, and sins too, it involved those three hours of darkness when the Saviour bore the wrath of God against sin, when He cried, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matthew 27: 47 and Mark 15: 34. Here is the reason in this very chapter, and the reason is in this very room. Christ suffered the abandonment of God that you might never be abandoned of God, but be brought into the fulness of divine blessing. 

I can remember the joy that filled my soul when I proved that there was salvation in Christ for me, and that God had provided ground in the sufferings and death of Christ, righteously, upon which He could bless me. He is a righteous and holy God, and yet He can bless the sinner. The whole work of Christ, involving the abandonment, His death, the shedding of His blood. His going into the grave, His rising again and His ascension has provided God with the fullest ground on which He can bless the sinner because God has met the whole question of sin without compromising what He is in His holiness. How glorious that is! What we are preaching is not unsound, it is sound, it is God’s gospel. It is what God has provided in the work of Christ, first of all to meet His own holy claims and to satisfy the righteousness of His throne, and to provide ground upon which He can bless the sinner. I wonder if you have ever met God at the mercy-seat? It is not a question of religious dogmas, it is a very, very real experience and a necessary one. 

If you live without Christ and die without Him there is nothing before you but the judgment of God. There is no need for anyone to have that for their portion. The mercy-seat is available as it was available here in the figure of this scripture; available in the light of the full value of the atoning power of Christ’s blood. We have been taught that the blood sprinkled once before the mercy-seat was enough to satisfy the eye of a holy God, and seven times before means it is available to the sinner in all its fulness. It is available to the whole world. There is plenitude of power in the blood of Christ. There is not a sinner who is vile enough to be outside the pale of the blessing because of the blood of Christ and the righteous ground that has been provided before God. But each one must come into the blessing through repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. Now I would go further and ask those who have known Him, Are you still in the joy of a personal Saviour? because, alas, all too readily things come in to mar the joy of it. Oh that all here might be in the joy of having a personal Saviour. The psalmist said to God in his prayer, “Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation”, Psalm 51: 12. Not the joy of my salvation, but the joy of God’s salvation. 

I do not go into the details of the chapter, but what I wanted to show was that here was a woman who had come to the place where the full value of the work of Christ is available, and then the Saviour had a word for her. He said here, “Thy sins are forgiven”. There is no religious dignitary who could speak the word of pardon. There is only one Person who can speak the word of pardon, and that is the Saviour who died for the sinner. The hymn-writer says— 

‘Hear Him speak the word of pardon; 

Trust in Him who died; 

And thy heart shall lose its burden. 

By His side’. (Hymn 344) 

Let me appeal to you, have you heard the Saviour speak the word of pardon? Have you heard the sweetness of that blessed word from His own lips? Those lips that uttered that cry of awful anguish to God, those self-same lips speaking to the sinner and saying, “Thy sins are forgiven”. Oh what a necessity it is! You will never enter into the joy of Christianity unless you have proved the blessedness of the word of pardon from the Saviour’s lips. He longs to speak it to you. 

The Holy Spirit of God would be active in this very meeting to convict you that you are a sinner; not merely to bring you into a sense of complete disgrace as to yourself, although you would feel it, but He would convict you that you are a sinner so that you might feel the need of a Saviour. Have you ever felt the need of a Saviour? You young boys and girls, have you ever felt the need of a Saviour? The fact that you are brought up in a Christian household is a very fine blessing but it is not enough! You must, and I say again, you must have a link with the Saviour. He is not only a Saviour who has suffered, He has burst the power of death, He is risen from the dead and is now glorified at God’s right hand. He is a risen and ascended Saviour and He lives in the power of an indissoluble life. He is there in the presence of God and He is presented to you in the gospel, that you might come to know a living Saviour and have a living link with Him. 

I think, beloved brethren, it is easy to forget how to preach the gospel. Oh that it might be revived amongst us, a good sound earnest preaching of the word of God, the gospel of the grace of God. What a burden of judgment lies upon those who take the place of religious ministers, and who only preach ethics. They do not preach a gospel that can save the sinner. It is a bloodless gospel. God would not have such a gospel preached. God preaches a gospel that is based on the value of the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Lord says more to the woman—“Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace”. Now I just ask you a simple question at this point—Have you peace as a result of the finished work of Christ? There is no ground for peace otherwise, and the sinner has a great need of peace. This is not peace that will change, it is settled, eternal peace. Have you got it? Is your conscience ever troubled about the burden of your sins, ill at ease, unrestful, distressed? I speak earnestly to you, and I would ask you again, have you this peace that is a consequence of the redemptive work of Christ? It is the only settled peace you can have and thank God it is available. “Thy sins are forgiven”, and then He says, “Thy faith has saved thee”. Think of that, “Thy faith has saved thee”. There is nothing more needed for the sinner than salvation and it is provided by God. The Holy Spirit is operating in the preaching to help you to come to Jesus. He says, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”, Matthew 11: 28. What an appeal of the Saviour to every sinner and every heart here! 

He is the only One who can give you rest. So the word is, “Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace”. What a transformation for this woman! She had known the disorder of the city, but she has now a peaceful state of soul. I trust that is the experience of all here at this time. 

In Luke 10 we have the well-known incident of the man descending from Jerusalem to Jericho, and we read—“and fell into the hands of robbers, who also, having stripped him and inflicted wounds, went away leaving him in a half-dead state”. What a description of a man in need, man at a distance from God! Jerusalem in Luke’s gospel represents the divine centre where God was working and blessing, and here is a man who is going away from it. How descriptive of the sinner going away from God! What a course! It says, “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof is the ways of death”, Proverbs 14: 12. He was not quite at the final stage, he was ‘half dead’, but what a sight it is to see a person at a distance from God. We have known such. The priest comes here and the Levite and all that could be said is they passed by on the opposite side. I make no comment about that. The world is full of priests and Levites, full of persons who can do nothing to help the sinner. 

They cannot point them to a Saviour God. They cannot point them to the atoning work of the Saviour. They cannot point to the blessed Man who has robbed death of its power. They cannot point with the assurance of faith to a Man who is raised and ascended, and there at God’s right hand a Prince and a Saviour. That is the priest and the Levite, bound up with ordinances and laws. The Lord is going far beyond an ordinance and the law here. He is bringing in new principles. That is what Luke involves. He is bringing in new principles to meet man in his need, to meet the sinner where he is. 

This man had gone down but it says of the Samaritan that he came up to meet him. That means that the Samaritan had been down further than the man, and that is the truth. I present a Saviour who has been down farther than the sinner in his need. It says, “But that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended into the lower parts of the earth?”, Ephesians 4: 9. How far the Lord has gone down! Who of us could measure the infinitude of the work of Christ? Who of us could 

compass the infinitude of the depths that the Saviour has gone to in order to meet man in his need? Then it says, “But a certain Samaritan journeying came to him”. It speaks of the journey of divine grace that the Lord took through this world. What a journey it was! “And seeing him, was moved with compassion”; what the Lord Jesus represented here as among men was the feelings of the heart of God for them. In the Psalms it says God looked down, but the gospel involved that God came down, not only looked down, but came down. He came down in the person of Jesus. As Paul says in Corinthians: “God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences”, 2 Corinthians 5: 19. 

What a glorious day we are in! Then it says, “came up to him and bound up his wounds”. I think there is the suggestion of the infinitude of tenderness. Do you know that the Lord Jesus has feelings for you? If you are a sinner in your sins the Lord Jesus has feelings for you, the most tender feelings. He longs to bind up your wounds, the wounds that sin has inflicted. 

“Pouring in” is the unrestrained action of God’s heart expressed in Christ, with no stinting, no holding back. 

Sin brought man to the point where he lost his confidence in God; that is what happened in the beginning. God is acting here to restore the confidence of the creature in Himself. He has come out in such a way to refute the lie of the devil. The lie of the devil was that God had held something back from man, but God is showing in Christ here the unrestrained love that He has for man, “pouring in oil and wine”. How He would calm that wounded spirit of yours, that wounded heart of yours, with the calming effect of divine grace. He would say, I have all that can meet your need. He brought the resources with Him. That is what is available in the gospel, the resources of heaven, and in the skill of His divine grace He pours in the oil to calm the wounded spirit, to calm the wounded heart. What grace, what tenderness marks the Saviour! Then the wine is to invigorate and stimulate with the knowledge of 

divine love. 

Then it says, “having put him on his own beast”. I think we may regard that as a type of the Holy Spirit. It speaks of a great resource that the Saviour had so as not to leave the man where he was. The gospel finds man where he is, but does not leave him there. It is the Lord’s heart that he might find you where you are and take you to a place of safety, take you to a place of comfort. Luke is a most interesting writer and deals with details. Luke is the only gospel for instance that speaks about the man in a little couch (Luke 5: 19). It is the divine carefulness, and the divine feeling for man in his circumscribed conditions, uncomfortable in his sins. How God feels for such! So these details that Luke gives us are very precious. It says, “having put him on his own beast, took him to the inn and took care of him. And on the morrow as he left, taking out two denarii he gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, Take care of him”. There is a Christian circle, and God would help you to find it. In fact, He (the Lord Jesus) would put you on His own beast that you might find the Christian circle where you will be taken care of. He will take care of you and ensure there is a rich supply of food for your soul. 

The two denarii represent, I think. Paul’s two ministries. The first is the ministry of the glad tidings, involving the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ; involving the unfolding of the fulness of God’s heart, because, make no mistake, in the gospel we are speaking of God’s heart! And the second is the ministry of the mystery of the assembly. God wishes to bring you into both. Not only would He leave you here blessed and free from discomfort, but He wants to bring you into a place where you will prove the glory and blessedness of what lies in the thought of these two denarii. The Lord has left here, in the charge of the Spirit, all that is sufficient for every believer secured through the whole course of the dispensation: that is the 

fulness of the glad tidings and the blessedness of the ministry of Christ and the assembly. 

What a wonderful matter! Paul says, “I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, Ephesians 5: 32. Then the Samaritan says, “whatsoever thou shalt expend more”. Oh how like divine grace! He said if anything more is needed or anything else expended, “I will render to thee on my coming back”. 

James tell us that “he gives more grace”, James 4: 6. If you need more grace He is ready to give more. You have received grace today and you will receive it tomorrow. So the inn is representative of a sphere of Christian love, and Christian care, where the Holy Spirit is active, building up our souls and nourishing them in the ministry of the glad tidings and in the ministry of the assembly. It is also a sphere of hope. We are living in the hope of Christ coming at any moment, “my coming back”. That is what we are waiting for. Those who know the end are waiting for Christ’s return. It is burning within our hearts, and may it burn more deeply, beloved believing friend, that Christ is coming, and coming very soon. Have you lost the hope of Christ’s coming? Are you becoming absorbed in this world, in its sports, in its activities, in its religion or anything that belongs to the world? Are you waiting for the Lord to come? It speaks about those that are looking for Him, “the second time without sin for salvation”, Hebrews 9: 28. May the hope of Christ coming burn in every heart here! 

Well, I will go on to John 4 for the time is going. That is another feature of the glad tidings. The time is going. Make sure you do not miss the opportunity of blessing. It says about the ark, that God shut the door; Noah did not shut the door, God shut the door. There is no other that can shut the door of the day of grace, but very soon God is going to shut the door of grace. It will be too late then for blessing. Do not miss it, friend. God would appeal to you, do not miss the opportunity of blessing. It is awful to think of having preached, and preached even in this room, and the possibility that someone might miss the blessing. It says, “Because there is wrath, beware lest it take thee away through chastisement—then a great ransom could not avail thee”, Job 36: 18. How solemn to think that someone in this room may miss the blessing. Friend, there is no need for it. The mercy-seat is available. Divine love is available to break your heart down, to subdue your will that you might surrender to the appeals of God. 

The hymn says, ‘Let your answer be, I will!’ (Hymn 439). I heard a brother here say that the night he was converted. The preacher made a powerful appeal, when he finished his preaching by quoting that verse, ‘Let your answer be, I will!’. Our dear brother said, ‘Yes, I will, I will!’. There was joy that night and there would be joy this night if there was someone here who would say, ‘Yes, I will’. Oh that you would say it to God, that you might say it to Jesus tonight. ‘I will surrender to the claims of divine love’. I tell you this, if you do not surrender to the claims of divine love, not all the terror of hell could make you yield. There is nothing so powerful as the appeal of divine love. The Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ and the Saviour God and the blessed Holy Spirit would indeed, I believe, unite in saying to you, ‘Let your answer be, I will!’ 

I want to finish with this simple touch about John 4. John is a wonderful gospel. I think we see the Lord Jesus in His pathway here in John not exactly in relation to man’s need. I think we see here, a divine Person in manhood and every step of His was regulated by the light of divine counsel. That is wonderful food for the soul. There was nothing in the way of accident in the steps of Jesus, there was nothing haphazard. It was a pathway absolutely directed by the light of divine counsel. So that when we come to chapter 12, it says, “Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone” (John 12: 24). It was an action of His own, that He came to that divinely appointed spot and that He fell into 

the ground. It was no question here of wicked hands crucifying Him, but He came to the spot, and there He laid down His life. It is a wonderful matter to see that the death of Christ, in the light of John’s gospel, was death in the light of divine counsel. Think of the glory of that, “I lay down my life that I may take it again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself”, John 10: 17, 18. 

You young believers, think about it and seek help about it and look into the good teaching. 

Read the scriptures about it and see the glory of Christ’s pathway in John’s gospel. Here it says, “he must needs pass through Samaria”, John 4: 4. It was a divine necessity. He must pass that way. Something had to be filled out in relation to the divine thought. You say, Yes, a sinner was met here, a sinner in her need, and typically she would receive the Spirit, the living water, another great matter in the gospel. She would receive not only the forgiveness of sins but the gift of the Holy Spirit. I trust we all have the Holy Spirit! Every believer here, God desires that you should have the Holy Spirit. Make sure you have. If you are not sure ask God for the Holy Spirit. That is what one of the hymns says, ‘Ask then for the Spirit Holy’ 

(Hymn 394). What a blessed gift it is; it is the greatest gift of the gospel! It is what God proposes for man, not only the forgiveness of sins but the gift of the Holy Spirit. I say that there is no believer complete without the Holy Spirit. It is an imperative matter. 

The Lord’s pathway here went far beyond the blessing of the sinner. He was securing worshippers. Mr. Darby, in one of his gospel addresses says, ‘Come then and praise Him’ (Coll. Wrtgs. Vol.16, p.82). It is not only that you come in all your need, but the great end of the gospel is that you might come and praise God. The Lord says, “the Father seeks such as his worshippers”. The “such” refers to persons whose beings are absorbed with Christ, and with the power of the living water; who 

have become absorbed with the glory of the outshining of God in Christ. I address myself to my believing brethren in this room. Are you such that your whole being is absorbed with the glory of the divine nature that has been seen in Christ? The Father seeks “such” as His worshippers. It points to a person who is full of joy, who is full of satisfaction, whose whole being is irradiated by the love of God. That is “such”, a person who worships. If you are discontented, if you have one foot in the world and one foot trying to get on with the brethren, you never can be a worshipper. No murmurer can be a worshipper. The person who can worship is a satisfied person, and from that overflowing heart there is a yield to the heart of the blessed God. Oh that we might know something of it! 

These were the thoughts I had in mind. I trust that God will use them for the blessing of all. 

Moreover that there might be a yield to the blessed God who has wrought so wonderfully to bring us into blessing and to secure us for Himself. As the word says, “I have borne you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself”, Exodus 19: 4. May it be our experience that we are brought to God. May it be that there is not here a straying believer. The Lord would recover you in His grace. 

I do not wish to put any legal demand upon the young people, but I would ask you to bear in mind every day of this week what I have said. May it regulate your pathway. Do not think because you are a believer you can act in any way you like; you cannot do that. I remember a brother speaking about Simeon, in Luke 2, who had the promise from God that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Christ. Our brother raised the question with us as to how we thought Simeon would live, as having such an assurance. Would he live carelessly? Would he amuse himself with the things of the world? Would he abuse his body, that body that has been redeemed by the precious blood of Christ? “Do ye not know ... ye are not your own? for ye have been 

bought with a price: glorify now then God in your body”, 1 Corinthians 6: 19, 20. Our brother said simply that he thought Simeon would always cross the road at the safest point. You see the point I am trying to make; do not put yourself in danger, neither morally nor physically. 

Seek the Spirit’s help that you may live as a Christian, that you might represent God. Seek to live as owing much to Christ. Recognise the claim that Christ has on you every day and every moment of the day. God will bless you in doing so. I make that appeal. You will know what I mean. Do not tamper with things you should not tamper with. Do not tempt God in any way. 

God is not mocked. It says, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for whatever a man shall sow, that also shall he reap”, Galatians 6: 7. I feel ending this time with such a solemn note but I trust you will bear with me and accept it. I trust from what we have said that the sinner might be blessed and the believer might be full of blessing, and that the blessed God might be fully praised, for He surely deserves it. May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Calgary, 7 July 1996 

EXTRACTS 

What a word to brothers and sisters advanced in years, if I may speak respectfully to them. It is fine to see an old brother taking his share in the responsibility of the testimony and not depending on others, not handing his conscience and responsibility to others but holding them for God, maintaining his balance. Look at this special feature of David here! What is he occupied with? The house of God, God’s chief interest on earth. We are left here in our old age to be engaged with the house of God. David says, ‘I would have built it, I desired to build it, but God would not allow me’. He was a subject man. It is most important to be subject in old age as in youth. The desire of his heart was to build 

God an house, but he was denied the honour. It is a very fine moral trait, if an old brother gives way because the will of God is that a more suitable one is brought forward, and David is delighting in it, for he says, ‘I know what it is to be chosen; I know God has chosen Solomon; I was chosen, too’. He knew what divine choice meant, for regarding himself, he says, ‘God chose the tribe of Judah, and He chose my father’s house, and He chose me from all my father’s sons because He liked me’. Precious instruction! to be conscious of being a chosen one! And if I have been chosen, why not let God choose another? It is His privilege. 

Can I deny that privilege to God? Can He not choose another? It is an excellent thing morally for an old brother to pass away with a recognition of divine choice. David is standing upon his feet, being balanced, and able to say that God has chosen Solomon, and he is satisfied. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 28, p.339, 340) 

Public and collective departure is the result of private and individual departure, so let us see to ourselves in this matter. It is a searching question for each one of us; are we ministering delight to Christ, or are we hankering after other things? What are the desires, that really govern us in a practical way? Perhaps some of us would be ashamed to say? Suppose we were let go according to our desire, where should we go to? The Lord does not retain people unwillingly; if my desire is to go He may let me go. Many disciples went away from the Lord (John 6: 66), and He let them go. He said to the twelve, “Will ye also go away?” If I desire to be spiritual, and to minister to the delight of Christ, He will grant it. But if I want the world He may let me have it. “Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age” (2 Timothy 4: 10); “All who are in Asia ... have turned away from me” (2 Timothy 1: 15). With sorrow of heart he had to let them go. 

C. A. Coates (‘An Outline of Deuteronomy’, p.275) 
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Scripture references

Luke 7:36-50 (JND) [36] But one of the Pharisees begged him that he would eat with him. And entering into the house of the Pharisee he took his place at table; [37] and behold, a woman in the city, who was a sinner, and knew that he was sitting at meat in the house of the Pharisee, having taken an alabaster box of myrrh, [38] and standing at his feet behind [him] weeping, began to wash his feet with tears; and she wiped them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed [them] with the myrrh. [39] And the Pharisee who had invited him, seeing it, spoke with himself saying, This [person] if he were a prophet would have known who and what the woman is who touches him, for she is a sinner. [40] And Jesus answering said to him, Simon, I have somewhat to say to thee. And he says, Teacher, say [it]. [41] There were two debtors of a certain creditor: one owed five hundred denarii and the other fifty; [42] but as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them [their debt]: [say,] which of them therefore will love him most? [43] And Simon answering said, I suppose he to whom he forgave the most. And he said to him, Thou hast rightly judged. [44] And turning to the woman he said to Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet, but *she* has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair. [45] Thou gavest me not a kiss, but *she* from the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet. [46] My head with oil thou didst not anoint, but *she* has anointed my feet with myrrh. [47] For which cause I say to thee, Her many sins are forgiven; for she loved much; but he to whom little is forgiven loves little. …

Luke 10:30-37 (JND) [30] And Jesus replying said, A certain man descended from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into [the hands of] robbers, who also, having stripped him and inflicted wounds, went away leaving him in a half-dead state. [31] And a certain priest happened to go down that way, and seeing him, passed on on the opposite side; [32] and in like manner also a Levite, being at the spot, came and looked [at him] and passed on on the opposite side. [33] But a certain Samaritan journeying came to him, and seeing [him], was moved with compassion, [34] and came up [to him] and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine; and having put him on his own beast, took him to [the] inn and took care of him. [35] And on the morrow [as he left], taking out two denarii he gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, Take care of him, and whatsoever thou shalt expend more, *I* will render to thee on my coming back. [36] Which [now] of these three seems to thee to have been neighbour of him who fell into [the hands of] the robbers? [37] And he said, He that shewed him mercy. And Jesus said to him, Go, and do *thou* likewise.

John 4:20-24 (JND) [20] Our fathers worshipped in this mountain, and ye say that in Jerusalem is the place where one must worship. [21] Jesus says to her, Woman, believe me, [the] hour is coming when ye shall neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem worship the Father. [22] Ye worship ye know not what; we worship what we know, for salvation is of the Jews. [23] But [the] hour is coming and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for also the Father seeks such as his worshippers. [24] God [is] a spirit; and they who worship him must worship [him] in spirit and truth.

Exodus 25:22 (JND) [22] And there will I meet with thee, and will speak with thee from above the mercy-seat, from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, everything that I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.

Psalms 87:3 (JND) [3] Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. Selah.

Leviticus 16:14 (JND) [14] And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle with his finger upon the front of the mercy-seat eastward; and before the mercy-seat shall he sprinkle of the blood seven times with his finger.

Matthew 27:47 (JND) [47] And some of those who stood there, when they heard [it], said, This [man] calls for Elias.

Mark 15:34 (JND) [34] and at the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice, [saying], Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Psalms 51:12 (JND) [12] Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and let a willing spirit sustain me.

Matthew 11:28 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest.

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Proverbs 14:12 (JND) [12] There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof is the ways of death.

Ephesians 4:9 (JND) [9] But that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended into the lower parts of the earth?

2 Corinthians 5:19 (JND) [19] how that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences; and putting in us the word of that reconciliation.

Luke 5:19 (JND) [19] And not finding what way to bring him in, on account of the crowd, going up on the housetop they let him down through the tiles, with his little couch, into the midst before Jesus.

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

James 4:6 (JND) [6] But he gives more grace. Wherefore he says, God sets himself against [the] proud, but gives grace to [the] lowly.

Hebrews 9:28 (JND) [28] thus the Christ also, having been once offered to bear the sins of many, shall appear to those that look for him the second time without sin for salvation.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Job 36:18 (JND) [18] Because there is wrath, [beware] lest it take thee away through chastisement: then a great ransom could not avail thee.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 12:24 (JND) [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit.

John 10:17-18 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again. [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

John 4:4 (JND) [4] And he must needs pass through Samaria.

Exodus 19:4 (JND) [4] Ye have seen what I have done to the Egyptians, and [how] I have borne you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own? [20] for ye have been bought with a price: glorify now then God in your body.

John 6:66 (JND) [66] From that [time] many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him.

2 Timothy 4:10 (JND) [10] for Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age, and is gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.
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