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WHAT IS COMING

W. McKillop 

1 Thessalonians 1: 9, 10; Romans 8: 18; Luke 21: 27, 28; 1 Thessalonians 3: 12, 13 

These passages refer to what is coming. There is the coming wrath, the coming glory that is to be revealed to us, the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory, and finally the coming of the Lord Jesus with all His saints. The glad tidings, of course, are intended to bear on us currently, but a feature of them is that they bring to our attention what is coming. What is current is the need of repentance and the need to believe in the glad tidings, so that there may be the remission of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. At the same time, the glad tidings take a long look ahead. They foresee things coming that are intended to help persons come to repentance, to a sober judgment of what is current in their lives, and to a clear judgment of the world. 

These Thessalonians turned to God from idols. The glad tidings are intended to turn persons from one line of things to another: as the apostle says, the Lord told him he was “to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God”, Acts 26: 18. So clearly he, and Silvanus and Timotheus were effective in their preaching to the Thessalonians. These persons turned to God from idols. The glad tidings are intended to turn men from what Satan has engaged them with, idols, and turn them to the One who has come to light in the Lord Jesus, the true God. So they turned to God from idols “to serve a living and true God”. That would be a current matter. These Thessalonians were an evidence of the power of the glad tidings in that they turned to serve a living and true God. The word means that they turned to serve as bondmen. One of the effects of the glad tidings is to lead persons to become bondmen of God; to deliver them from the slavery of Satan and enable them to serve the living and true God. 

Then it also had the effect of changing their outlook; they were looking for the advent of the Lord Jesus, as it says, “and to await his Son from the heavens”. The Thessalonians understood that is where He is, so their outlook was in that direction. We have often spoken about persons who have come to know Christ as their Saviour and then they continue living as though the Lord was never coming. But these believers were awaiting “his Son”. Their affections were evidently touched as they understood the affection of God for Christ—“to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead”. They understood the wondrous intervention of God in raising Christ from among the dead, and in their experience they identified Him as “Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath”. 

It is important to understand that there is such a thing as the coming wrath. The word “coming” would mean that it is on the way but it has not yet arrived. It is a very solemn matter to think of, what this world is awaiting—although it knows it not—is the coming wrath. That is not the judgment of the great white throne, it is the Lord Jesus coming to take vengeance on all who know not God and who have not obeyed the glad tidings of our Lord Jesus Christ. You can understand why the apostle said, “Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord we persuade men”, 2 Corinthians 5: 11. He knew what was coming. We should have great exercise of soul as to men because the terror of the Lord is something that no one would want to contemplate who is still in his sins. It is very solemn indeed to think about being still in one’s sins when the Lord Jesus comes from heaven with flaming fire and the angels of His power. As I remarked, that is not the final judgment, it is not the great white throne, but it is the Lord Jesus coming to break up the whole system that Satan has evolved in the world, and to execute vengeance on those who have rejected the glad tidings. We have spoken a good deal in the last day or two about the operations of God in the western world. Soon they will come to an end. What will take the place of the operations of God in grace will be the judicial operations of the Lord Jesus. Believers can say thankfully that we know Him as our Deliverer from the coming wrath. 

What should encourage us in the meantime, because it is a time of suffering, is what I read in Romans 8, where the apostle says, “the sufferings of this present time”. The sufferings of the saints will not go on for ever. We can thank God for that. Believers will not always become ill and die; they will not always become old and infirm; they will not always be injured in accidents. We shall not always be the subject of reproach and persecution, not only physical persecution, but persecution in a moral sense, the sufferings of this present time. We can understand what they are. The sufferings of this present time include the heart wrenchings that affect us when our relatives are not in the truth, and when they leave it. That is part of the sufferings of this present time. The apostle says, “For I reckon that the sufferings” he is reckoning spiritually. In Romans 6 he teaches us how to reckon. As we contemplate the force of baptism and our identification with Christ in figure in His death, we reckon ourselves dead indeed unto sin and alive unto God in Christ Jesus. It is a great thing when we are able to reckon in that regard. The Thessalonians reckoned in that sense because they turned to God from idols. Reckoning ourselves dead indeed unto sin means that we reckon ourselves not responsible to respond to the system of lawlessness about us, indeed that we reckon ourselves as incapable of participating in it, because we have been baptised unto Christ Jesus in His death. Chapter 6 of Romans helps us to reckon as to what is about us. 

The apostle carries this thought over in regard of the sufferings of this present time. He says, “I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the coming glory to be revealed to us”. The apostle suffered more than any, next to Christ. The list of his sufferings would move our hearts, and yet he says, “I reckon that the sufferings of this present time”. As I remarked, this present time indicates that they will not go on for ever. The present time will cease, and the sufferings associated with it will stop, but in the meantime we need to reckon that they “are not worthy to be compared with the coming glory”. We want that viewpoint, that there is coming glory. The coming wrath refers to the world as the sin system. The coming glory is what is before us as believers. Whatever we are tested by, whatever we suffer, we need to come to this sober reckoning that it is not worthy to be compared with the coming glory. The coming glory, which is eternal, will far exceed the sufferings of the present time! It is not just looking back on them from the judgment-seat. We sing that hymn sometimes, 

‘Before Christ’s judgment seat to stand, 

With Him look back on all the way’. (Hymn 299) 

That is a retrospective view, a review of what we have come through, and how we have proved divine mercy and grace and love. But here the apostle is speaking about persons enlightened by the glad tidings, who have faith, who have the Spirit, and are able to reckon spiritually, to say that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the coming glory to be revealed to us. That is the prospect, beloved brethren, that is before us, the coming glory. It is said that when Mr. H. D’A. Champney, a young man with a family, was moved to leave his clerical position he said to Mr. Darby, ‘But what will the end be?’, and Mr. Darby said, ‘The end will be glory’. So Mr. Champney moved and God sustained him, and he lived a long life, nearly ninety years before the Lord took him, and had a substantial part in the testimony. I cite him as an illustration of a man who reckoned about the sufferings of this present time. It is “coming glory”, it is assured. You remember 

the word of one of the prophets, “his going forth is assured as the morning dawn”, Hosea 6: 3. We should be in full assurance and faith as to the coming glory. It will be revealed to us not to the world, but to us who have faith. The world will know nothing about that, it is something that God has set before us as a hope. The glad tidings involve hope, not only faith but hope, and the coming glory is to be the hope that encourages us and enables us to reckon aright so that we get the gain of what God puts us through in His wisdom and love. 

The passage in Luke 21 refers to the Son of man, “And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory”. The Son of man, who was here on man’s behalf, who took up all the liabilities that lay on the race and met them righteously before God, and set God free to deliver men from all that held them in bondage, is going to come again. It says, “And then shall they see”, that is the world, “the Son of man coming in a cloud”. This is not the secret coming of the Lord at the rapture for His own, it is His public appearing. In His own words He says, “then shall they see the Son of man”—the One that they took and mocked and scourged and crucified—“coming in a cloud with power and great glory”. Our souls exult as we think of that, the coming of the Son of man! So He says, referring to what He said earlier about the distress among the nations and other things that will happen, “But when these things begin to come to pass, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws nigh”. 

The Lord was thinking about the Jewish remnant in what He had to say, but He would speak this word to us. If we look about, what we see is what He says, “signs in sun and moon and stars” (Luke 21: 25), referring to how civil authorities are affected, “and upon the earth distress of nations in perplexity at the roar of the sea and rolling waves”, all this unrest among the nations, “men ready to die through fear and expectation of what is coming on the habitable earth” (Luke 21: 26). It is a solemn matter to 

think of. He says, “for the powers of the heavens shall be shaken”. All that man has been accustomed to in the way of established government, in the way of civil order, what we speak of as law and order, all that is to be shaken. Indeed God says, “Yet once will I shake not only the earth, but also the heaven”, Hebrews 12: 26. But over against all that is the time of our redemption. I am thinking now of the coming of the Lord for us. I know that the Lord is speaking here about the redemption of the godly remnant of Israel, but I want to apply this to ourselves. It says, “when these things begin to come to pass, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws nigh”. That would be the redemption of our bodies. The full thought of redemption is that our bodies will be redeemed as well as our souls; we shall be conformed to the image of God’s Son. That is what our redemption involves. But the Lord will come with power and great glory; He will deal with all that is against Him. How His glory will shine out! Not only will He break up the present world system, but He will introduce, what is called in another place, the righteousness of the ages, and He will establish His kingdom on this earth. What a time it will be for men for a thousand years; they will be in conditions of peace, safety and security. Indeed some nations shall go away into life eternal. 

The Lord will have power to do that, and His glory will shine in that connection. We know His power already to heal us in our souls, and to deal with conditions that arise among us. He has shown His glory, the great glory of the Son of man. 

All this is to cause us to look up, and lift up our heads. It is no time for despondency, there are the sufferings of this present time, but we are not to be bowed down under them, we are to be able to lift up our heads because our redemption draws nigh. What a word of cheer that is for us as we finish the Lord’s day, as we think about the responsible week before us, and the exercises we must take up again as we return to work, or whatever it is. All these things are not to cause us to be despondent or discouraged but what is coming is to enable us to lift up our heads and to rejoice. 

So it says, “look up”. You remember at a time when the faith of Abraham was tested by what God was promising him. Jehovah led him out and said, “Look now toward the heavens”, Genesis 15: 5. God would say that to us, Look toward the heavens. Our redemption is coming from that point. We are awaiting His Son from the heavens, not from Jerusalem, not from mount Zion but from the heavens. Our view should be toward the heavenly realm. He said, “Look now toward the heavens, and number the stars, if thou be able to number them”. Think of the vast expanse, the heavenly expanse; our God is operating to place persons there because that is what the stars mean. God takes us up in His grace, calling us by the glad tidings, and pursues His gracious work in us to fit us for a place in the celestial sphere. If you look up you can see the stars; the stars are figurative of the saints, there is your place, there is mine. No cause for despondency! There is cause for exercise surely, but what joy there is in a look toward the heavenly realm to see what God has established according to His purpose. 

Let us keep in our souls the precious truth that “he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ’s day”, Philippians 1: 6. God is going to display His work; it is so precious to Him that He is going to display it to the universe. All these stars that we see physically but point to what God will display in the heavenly sphere when the time of display comes. But in the meantime He would encourage us to look up and see all that by faith—the whole celestial sphere filled with persons who in various ways express the precious features of Christ. God delights in that, it means so much to Him that He will display it in all its beauty and all its worth. 

So in 1 Thessalonians 3, we have this reference to “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints”. The apostle says, “But you, may the Lord make to exceed and abound in love toward one another, and toward all”. It is the intensification of love as we think about the coming of the Lord; the saints become more and more precious to us, our affections go out to them more and more strongly because of how precious they are to Christ. 

And he says, “even as we also towards you”, meaning Paul and Silvanus and Timotheus. 

How their affections were going out intensely toward the Thessalonians! Then he says, “in order to the confirming of your hearts unblamable in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints”. 

What I would like to suggest, beloved brethren, is that at the time the Lord comes we shall be unblamable in holiness before our God and Father. At the present time, through faith, we are unblamable in righteousness because we have been judicially cleansed by the blood of Christ, and we are accounted righteous by God, indeed God Himself has justified us; but we could not say exactly, as long as we are still here in flesh and blood, that we are unblamable in holiness. There is the constant exercise to deal with what comes up in us because the flesh is still there. Through grace, and in the Spirit’s power, we are enabled to keep the flesh inactive, to keep it in death, so to speak, through circumcision. But there will come a time when we shall be unblamable in holiness. Not only unblamable in righteousness, not only such that no one can bring a charge against God’s elect, but we shall be conscious ourselves of being unblamable in holiness before our God and Father. You will notice the word “holiness” here means ‘the quality itself’. Holiness now is a question of how we are set apart for God, and how holy affections are developed in us through the Father’s discipline. But “unblamable in holiness”, based on the work of Christ, and involving the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, is a state that will come to pass at the coming of the Lord, as he says, “at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints”. What a position that will be! You can understand why John speaks of “the holy city”. The substantial work of God throughout this long dispensation will be marked by substantial holiness, because there will be no feature of sin, no taint of evil, no trace of the first man to be found. It will be Christ, and Christ only. 

Our whole state will be characterised by the presence and power of the Spirit of holiness, so he says, “before our God and Father”. Think of how the Father will view that whole wonderful work, “at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints”. Not one will be left out, not one will be lacking, but all will be unblamable in holiness. 

I often think about what will follow the rapture, that we shall not only be free of the flesh and blood condition with its infirmities and weaknesses, but also we shall be free of the old man, we shall be free of the flesh. The Holy Spirit Himself will be the life of the body of glory, it will not be blood. Currently in our flesh and blood condition, the blood is the life, but the Holy Spirit Himself will be the life in the body of glory, and we shall be unblamable in holiness. We shall be as Christ Himself is presently before God, we shall be like Him, and substantial in holiness. All this is coming, it is “at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints”. What an immense thought it is that the whole work of God in all the saints of this long dispensation will be brought out and displayed as the holy city; but before the display it will be unblamable in holiness—“unblamable in holiness before our God and Father”. So let this confirm our hearts as it says, “to the confirming of your hearts”. This prospect is to have this effect in our hearts at the present time, confirming our hearts, not our consciences, not our minds exactly, but our hearts. So that our hearts are absolutely settled and restful as we think of the final state into which we shall be brought, and how we shall be before our God and Father “at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints”. 

May these truths encourage us and cause us to look up and look off into the distance to see the coming glory, to have our hearts confirmed in the prospect before us that we shall be unblamable in holiness before our God and Father. It is a wonderful thought, that what the Father is working toward now, as He disciplines us, is that we might be partakers of His holiness. The whole immense work of the Spirit of God throughout the dispensation will be unblamable in holiness before our God and Father. May these things stir our souls and encourage our spirits, and cause us to lift up our heads and rejoice and exult because our redemption draws nigh. 

May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Denton
1 October 1995 

 


Scripture references

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 (JND) [9] for they themselves relate concerning us what entering in we had to you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, [10] and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath.

Romans 8:18 (JND) [18] For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy [to be compared] with the coming glory to be revealed to us.

Luke 21:27-28 (JND) [27] And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. [28] But when these things begin to come to pass, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws nigh.

1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 (JND) [12] But you, may the Lord make to exceed and abound in love toward one another, and toward all, even as we also towards you, [13] in order to the confirming of your hearts unblamable in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

Acts 26:18 (JND) [18] to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive remission of sins and inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me.

2 Corinthians 5:11 (JND) [11] Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord we persuade men, but have been manifested to God, and I hope also that we have been manifested in your consciences.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Hosea 6:3 (JND) [3] and we shall know, we shall follow on to know Jehovah: his going forth is assured as the morning dawn; and he will come unto us as the rain, as the latter rain which watereth the earth.

Luke 21 (JND) [1] And he looked up and saw the rich casting their gifts into the treasury; [2] but he saw also a certain poor widow casting therein two mites. [3] And he said, Verily I say unto you, that this poor widow has cast in more than all; …

Luke 21:25 (JND) [25] And there shall be signs in sun and moon and stars, and upon the earth distress of nations in perplexity [at] the roar of the sea and rolling waves,

Luke 21:26 (JND) [26] men ready to die through fear and expectation of what is coming on the habitable earth, for the powers of the heavens shall be shaken.

Hebrews 12:26 (JND) [26] whose voice then shook the earth; but now he has promised, saying, Yet once will *I* shake not only the earth, but also the heaven.

Genesis 15:5 (JND) [5] And he led him out, and said, Look now toward the heavens, and number the stars, if thou be able to number them. And he said to him, So shall thy seed be!

Philippians 1:6 (JND) [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day:

1 Thessalonians 3 (JND) [1] Wherefore, being no longer able to refrain ourselves, we thought good to be left alone in Athens, [2] and sent Timotheus, our brother and fellow-workman under God in the glad tidings of Christ, to confirm you and encourage [you] concerning your faith, [3] that no one might be moved by these afflictions. (For yourselves know that we are set for this; …



GOD’S PURPOSE FOR MEN IN THE GOSPEL

P. van den Berg 

John 3: 14, 15; 4: 13, 14; 6: 53, 54; 10: 27–30 

The passages that have been read have in view that we might have life eternal. John’s gospel is in view of that, that we may believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and that we may have life in Him. The gospel presents to us the antitype of the way the people of God were delivered out of Egypt, what is learned in the wilderness as to the brazen serpent and the springing well and in going through the Jordan, all in view of entering into what God has prepared for those that love Him, “Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man’s heart, which God has prepared for them that love him”, 1 Corinthians 2: 9. God would have all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2: 4). When He delivered His people out of Egypt, and they had eaten the lamb, so John presents to us at the outset, “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1: 29), the Lord Jesus, the Lamb who was “foreknown indeed before the foundation of the 

world” (1 Peter 1: 20), in order that we might be delivered out of this present evil world and enter into God’s eternal purpose for us in a land flowing with milk and honey. That is what God has in mind for you and for me. He would have all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth, and God in His word instructs us in the Old Testament as to the way He takes in view of reaching what He has in mind for us in relation to eternal life. It is presented to us in Christ. It is not in you nor in me, it is in Christ. It is by the Spirit as life in the believer that we enter upon it, and we have this presentation in John’s gospel in view of the inheritance in order that we might enter into all that God has in His purpose for us. 

So I read those verses beginning with John 3 where the brazen serpent is referred to as lifted up in the wilderness. The Son of man had to be lifted up. He came into the world indeed to save sinners. He was going on to the cross. John refers to it early in his gospel in view of life eternal, in view of the land. So we have this reference to Moses lifting up the serpent in the wilderness. The people were bitten by serpents. Edom would not allow them to go through their territory, they had to go round it and they murmured and were bitten by serpents. Sin has come into the world, and all have sinned and come short of the glory of God, but God in His wonderful grace has come out in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. He was lifted up on the cross in order that He might bear your sins and my sins, in order that the whole matter of sin might be resolved, “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that we might become God’s righteousness in him”, 2 Corinthians 5: 21. God has secured everything for His eternal pleasure in the Person of Christ. He gave His own Son for you and for me. What a giving God He is! “God ... who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?”, Romans 8: 32. Is it not wonderful how the heart of God has come out to men? 

You see it set out in Abraham and Isaac, the father and the son, going on together in view of Isaac being offered up, typical of the way the Lord Jesus was to be offered up. All this was in the counsels of God, that One of the Persons of the Godhead should come into manhood to accomplish the work of redemption, a Lamb foreordained, and that He, the Lamb of God, is the One that God provided. Abraham said to Isaac, “God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering”, Genesis 22: 8. The Lord Jesus came in obedience to the will of the Father. John’s gospel shows us the Father and the Son moving together in view of the accomplishment of redemption and securing the purpose of God. What God is presenting to you is that not only you might be saved from your sins but that you might be brought into the inheritance. The report of the glad tidings was not believed by the people in the wilderness. 

The spies that were sent out into the land returned and there was no faith in the report. Isaiah says, “Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed?”, Isaiah 53: 1. Dear friends, let there be no unbelief in our hearts as there was with the people in the wilderness, when they fell in the wilderness. May we go in for all that God in His purpose has in mind for us. It is to be entered upon in Christ through the work He has accomplished. 

Oh what grace is outshining in the glad tidings! God in His wonderful grace is shining out, 

“the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared” (Titus 2: 11), and now grace is reigning “through righteousness to eternal life”, Romans 5: 21. The righteous claims of God have been met, the work of Christ has been accomplished, and now God is able to come out in grace. The blood of Christ has met every claim. The blood is on the mercy-seat, the righteousness of God has been met in the work of Christ and God is now able to come out in saving grace for whosoever will to come. And so the Lord says to Nicodemus, 

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of 

man be lifted up”. He knew not sin and He was made sin for us. He learned obedience from the things which He suffered. He became obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross. So it was for the people to look on the serpent that was lifted up. The Lord Jesus, holy, harmless, suffered for sins. God gave His own Son for you and for me. There He was on the cross for all those who were bitten by the serpent. Each one of us has been bitten by the serpent, sin has come into the world, and Jesus is the One who has met the whole matter on the cross. Look on Him, look on the crucified One. There is life in the crucified One. All those that looked at the brazen serpent lived (see Numbers 21: 9). 

In John 4 we see Jesus sitting at the well, wearied with the way He had come. How wonderful are the movements of the Lord Jesus in John’s gospel, movements that had in view bringing man into blessing. Here He is sitting at the well just as He was. There comes a woman whose sinful life was manifest to the Lord Jesus because He knew everything about her. Revealer of secrets was a name given to Joseph in Egypt (see note ‘f’ to Genesis 41: 45). The Lord is the Revealer of secrets. Not only does He reveal the secrets of your heart, but He is also the Saviour of the world. That is what the men in the city came to in this chapter when the woman had rendered her testimony, they said, “this is indeed the Saviour of the world” (John 4: 42). So the Lord raises matters with this woman. He said, “Give me to drink”. He says later in the passage, “Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again”. Nothing in this world satisfies. You might try it out, I tried it out as a young man, but nothing in this scene will ever satisfy your heart. There are the pleasures of sin for a season, but they soon pass away and you feel worse after. Oh come to Jesus! What a change it makes in your life when Jesus comes in. He says, “the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life”. It is the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

You have the gift of Christ in John 3, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him might not perish, but have life eternal”, and here it is the gift of the Holy Spirit. We can thank God for His unspeakable gift, the gift of Christ, the gift of the Holy Spirit, “the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life “. It is the Holy Spirit as life in the believer springing up into eternal life. It is by the Spirit you lay hold of what God has purposed for you; you lay hold of eternal life. Paul when writing to a young man says, “Lay hold of eternal life”, 1 Timothy 6: 12. John’s gospel is written that believers might have life eternal. God delivered His people out of Egypt to bring them into the inheritance. The lifting up of the serpent is in John 3, and the springing well in chapter 4, and it leads into chapter 6 where you come to the Jordan. You get the food there that takes you over Jordan. God has terminated the man of sin and shame in the death of Christ and now there is nothing that God will not give to you. He has given everything to you, His heart is open, His house is open, He has everything to offer to you. The world can never offer what Christ offers to you, what God offers to you in Christ, it is for your eternal satisfaction. 

When we come to John 6 the Lord is testing the disciples as to how far they were prepared to go. It says, “From that time many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him” (John 6: 66). The eating of the flesh and drinking of the blood of the Son of man was a hard matter. God has terminated man in the death of Christ and you need to come to an end in yourself. God gives you a beginning in another Man, the Man of His purpose. John is writing for these last days, days of apostasy. There are those that deny Jesus Christ come in flesh. I remember it being said that Jesus Christ come in flesh is the setting aside of every other man. 

No other man could do for God. Jesus Christ come in flesh involves a new order of man in which God is going 

to have His eternal pleasure; John 6 helps you to come experimentally to it. It is a difficult chapter but it shows you the kind of food that, in the type, took the people of Israel over the Jordan. They were to secure victuals, which is literally ‘venison’ (see footnote to Joshua 1: 11), involving what is obtained through death. The manna sustained the people in the wilderness but it did not involve death. It is the way that Jesus lived here in everyday circumstances similar to yours and mine. What will sustain you in the wilderness will not get you into the purpose of God. It is through the death of Christ that you come to the purpose of God. 

God maintained His glory in the death of Christ. He manifested His nature, and maintained His attributes in the giving of His Son, in order that we might enter into life, in order that we might have life in Christ. John 6 is the termination of the man that could never do for God, and it is through death we have an entrance to what God has purposed for those that love Him, “Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man’s heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, but God has revealed to us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God”, 1 Corinthians 2: 9, 10. The Spirit is the earnest of the inheritance by which we enter consciously into what God has prepared for those that love Him. The purpose of God stands in relation to what is collective. 

Many think that there is not what is collective today, but God has brought out, in the day in which we are, the truth of the inheritance, what is beyond death in relationships that will go through into eternity. Union with Christ, our being one with Him where He is, the dignity and glory of sonship, the inheritance, eternal life, are all collective. It is by the Spirit we come consciously into them, the Spirit being the earnest of the inheritance. 

So that in John 10 you come to what is collective. The Lord Jesus is presented to us as the good Shepherd. The work of God comes to light in persons in the first 

nine chapters in John, but it is in view of what is collective. The one flock in John’s gospel underlies the truth of the one body in Paul’s ministry. We have been brought back to the light of Paul’s ministry in the day in which we are, the last day that John has in view in his ministry. Outwardly everything has broken up, but inwardly God will see through what is for His eternal pleasure. The Lord says, “I am the Good shepherd; and I know those that are mine, and am known of those that are mine, as the Father knows me and I know the Father”. 

Do you know the Lord Jesus? Do you know the love of Jesus? How wonderful He is! What a wonderful Saviour He is! He feels for you and with you, in your circumstances, in your needs. He loves us, He loves us to the end, a Saviour we can fully trust. He is a friend who is near you and He knows the answer to all your problems. Jesus is a wonderful Friend. I have known Him for many years and He has never let me down. He is a wonderful Saviour, an all-the-way Saviour. He will lead us through this evil world. He is a Shepherd you can count on, the good Shepherd. We read in Psalm 23, “The Lord is my shepherd”. Can you say that? 

What He has in view is eternal life. He says, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me; and I give them life eternal”. What a wonderful Saviour! He saves us right through into the purpose of God where we enjoy the full range of what God has purposed for us in blessing in the enjoyment of eternal relationships in the glory and light of the assembly. 

The assembly is God’s prime thought. Next to divine Persons there is the assembly, the vessel in which He will have adequate response throughout eternity according to the way He has come out in blessing in this wonderful dispensation. 

So it is that finally in John 17 the Lord Jesus says, “this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent”. Just think of what it means to be brought into this knowledge, that we might know God. God has been revealed in Christ. God in His love has come out in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, and it is one of the greatest blessings to be in the knowledge of God. The Lord Jesus says, “this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent”. May we have this knowledge. May we, as sinners, come to the Saviour. He who comes to Him, He will in no wise cast out. Whatever your need, however many sins you may have committed, grace is reigning through righteousness unto eternal life. Someone dreamt that when he came to the gate of the palace he was so well received that he went in, and in every room he entered he got a better reception, until he came into the king’s presence where he was received with acclamation. That is the grace that reigns, the grace that would have us be in the dignity of sonship in His own presence. Mercy is great in the greatness of the need, it is God’s disposition in the new covenant, meeting us in all our need; but grace goes beyond that in having us in His presence in the dignity and glory of sonship. This is what the gospel has in view, that you might be delivered out of this present evil world, and by faith in the work of Christ on the cross, and through the gift of the Holy Spirit, you might come into what God has prepared for you in the gift of eternal life. May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Barnet
13 February 1994 

 


Scripture references

John 3:14-15 (JND) [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up, [15] that every one who believes on him may [not perish, but] have life eternal.

John 4:13-14 (JND) [13] Jesus answered and said to her, Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life.

John 6:53-54 (JND) [53] Jesus therefore said to them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Unless ye shall have eaten the flesh of the Son of man, and drunk his blood, ye have no life in yourselves. [54] He that eats my flesh and drinks my blood has life eternal, and I will raise him up at the last day:

John 10:27-30 (JND) [27] My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me; [28] and I give them life eternal; and they shall never perish, and no one shall seize them out of my hand. [29] My Father who has given [them] to me is greater than all, and no one can seize out of the hand of my Father. [30] I and the Father are one.

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

1 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.

John 1:29 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

1 Peter 1:20 (JND) [20] foreknown indeed before [the] foundation of [the] world, but who has been manifested at the end of times for your sakes,

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

Genesis 22:8 (JND) [8] And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering. And they went both of them together.

Isaiah 53:1 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed?

Titus 2:11 (JND) [11] For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared,

Romans 5:21 (JND) [21] in order that, even as sin has reigned in [the power of] death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Numbers 21:9 (JND) [9] And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole; and it came to pass, if a serpent had bitten any man, and he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Genesis 41:45 (JND) [45] And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-paaneah, and gave him as wife Asnath the daughter of Potipherah the priest in On. And Joseph went out over the land of Egypt.

John 4:42 (JND) [42] and they said to the woman, [It is] no longer on account of thy saying that we believe, for we have heard him ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Saviour of the world.

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

1 Timothy 6:12 (JND) [12] Strive earnestly [in] the good conflict of faith. Lay hold of eternal life, to which thou hast been called, and hast confessed the good confession before many witnesses.

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6:66 (JND) [66] From that [time] many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Joshua 1:11 (JND) [11] Go through the midst of the camp, and command the people, saying, Prepare yourselves victuals, for in three days ye shall pass over this Jordan, that ye may enter in to take possession of the land which Jehovah your God giveth you to possess it.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

1 Corinthians 2:9-10 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, [10] but God has revealed to us by [his] Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

Psalms 23 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …



PRISONERS

D. C. Brown 

Matthew 27: 1, 2; Jonah 2: 6; Acts 12: 6; 16: 25; Revelation 1: 9, 10 

These scriptures relate to prisoners. It has been true of the testimony throughout the ages that there 

have been prisoners. Even now there are those who are literally prisoners because of their faith in Jesus. We are told to remember prisoners as bound with them. It would be upon our hearts that there are persons who have such faithfulness to the Lord. Through the grace of God that does not apply in this country now although it has done. We can think of prisoners—no doubt there were persons in prison in this city because of their faithfulness to Jesus. And there are other ways in which we can be under restraint and restriction. We can think of persons who in degree are imprisoned by circumstances of various kinds, even old age, weakness, ill-health, circumstances in their families, circumstances of employment. Indeed it is a characteristic that marks any given time that there are those who are constrained by circumstances. 

I was thinking of these constraints and prisons, and firstly, that we should think of the Lord Jesus Himself, and should remember that this One, Jesus, was bound. In this occurrence here it says, “And having bound him”. Think of the Lord Jesus in the perfection of that life here; how wonderful it was, how wonderful each footstep was and how God rejoiced in it; think of God’s delight in it, and yet that is the One that men would choose to bind. Of course, we know too that what was binding Him in one sense was His committal to the will of God, like the ram, caught in the thicket by its horns. The power of His committal and His devotion to His God and Father bound Him; but men bound Him. How easily He could have set Himself free. They bound Samson with seven cords and he broke them as thread is broken (Judges 16: 9). How much more easily could the Lord Jesus have broken the bonds upon Him. With Samson it was a power from without, God’s power was working with Samson. The Lord Jesus, in His power, how could men place on Him any constraint? Think of that, He submitted to being bound by men. How often we have had our hearts affected when it was said to us that it was not the nails that bound Jesus to the cross. How true that is; men’s constraints could never hold Him. How could it be in the greatness and the glory that belonged to Him? Yet, when you think of it, the sober fact is that the nails did bind Him to the cross of wood. He had, of course, the power to save Himself, but men in their hatred would bind Him there, and He submitted Himself to that. 

Think of the humiliation of Jesus where we read in Matthew—what humiliation it is for a man to be publicly led and bound. That is what they did to Jesus; they took Him and they took counsel against Him, they concluded that according to their law He should die, and they had to find a reason to persuade the governor; so they bound Him, they led Him. Through what humiliation they took Jesus, and how He would feel these things. Yet we think of how much stronger the bonds were by which He was bound by affection and devotion. Man’s greatest humiliation, how great a humiliation it was, He felt that. He bore His humiliation, yet how great His own devotion to the Father’s will. 

What I wanted to speak of in Jonah was the wonderful fact that that same Person was in the grave, was in death and was held there. It says here, “The bars of the earth closed upon me for ever”. Can you think of the feelings of the Lord Jesus, to whom this passage applies prophetically, when He experienced what that meant, “The bars of the earth closed upon me for ever”? He was straitened. The waters were straitened. It has been said that the power of the torrents of the flood in the time of Noah were only a figure of the power of death against Jesus; only a figure of what power there was to imprison the Lord of glory. It has been spoken of by one we value as ‘a prison indeed’. Beloved, Jesus has been there. Jesus has been into death; He has been into the grave; He has felt the power of it. 

Now you could say, of course, that He committed His spirit to the Father, and it is true. We have to leave the inscrutability of these things. God only understands them. Yet the fact remains that Jesus, the Lord Jesus, was held by death. The Father, for that period, was deprived of His Son. What did it mean to God? Have we thought of God’s experience during the three days and three nights when Jesus was in the grave? What it meant to the Father! How great and glorious the resurrection; how great the power that overcame all that there was in death, but Jesus was bound before He came forth. There was that period when the Lord was there, and in principle it would be right to say, as we read in Jonah, “The bars of the earth closed upon me for ever”, indicating the infinitude of the Lord being there in death. As entering death His confidence was in God as to resurrection, but in its absoluteness, it is as Jonah refers to it. We rejoice, rightly we rejoice, in the resurrection; the power of death is broken, the power that bound Jesus will not bind us, the power that was upon Him will not be upon us, how glorious that is. Just contemplate that He has been there, and not only that He has been there, but He has been there on our behalf. He has been there for you, He has been there for me; He lay there a prisoner in the grave because of you and because of me; because of your condition and my condition, because of the kind of man there is that is contrary to God. He took on all the liabilities, all the needs, all the responsibilities, and that meant that He had to be bound in the power of death, that He took that on too, beloved, and He did it for you and for me. 

Well, we can speak of these other men as we go on. They had experience but not like the wonder of the way that Jesus has gone. These men bring out features of Christ, features that are according to God that were appropriate to the time of their imprisonment. Of men in testimony, who was greater than Peter and Paul and John under the Lord’s hand? Here we have Peter taken by Herod and imprisoned. Think of the humiliation of it, sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains. I do not know in what way you might be constrained or imprisoned, but your circumstances may be such that 

they constrain you from what you would desire to do, even what you might desire to do for the testimony and for Christ; it may be your weakness, it may be your circumstances, it may be problems of employment, all these things may affect you. You know what they are. Are the features seen in these three men in you? 

Firstly, in Peter, there is simply his contentment before God, his trust, his restfulness whatever the circumstance might be. He was not seeking a way of escape, he was not agitated in his spirit. He was to die the next day; he was to be killed for the testimony of Jesus. What would your condition be if you were to die tomorrow for the testimony of Jesus? Would you be in agitation or would you be restful? Peter was restful. This came to my mind as we were thinking of piety “with contentment”. What does contentment mean? Would you be content if it was a prison you were in? It is all right to be content in the reasonable circumstances, the reasonable degree of affluence that marks most of us, but would you still be content if that was changed, if you were to enter into something more severe? Well, here is one who was content. 

Going on to Paul, there is much that could be said about Paul and his prison experiences. We can think of him later, displaying the kind of character seen in Peter, as one satisfied in himself (Philippians 4: 11). He had been long years in prison then. He would far rather, we may say, have been preaching the gospel publicly in Rome. He would long to have a public testimony going on, but God had set him aside (partly governmentally because he had not followed the way God had directed), and yet what richness, what fulness flowed from all this, so that we can have the benefit of it from the prison epistles. Here in Acts was before his lengthy imprisonment. This period when he was in Philippi is often referred to; how precious it is! “At midnight Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing, and the prisoners listened to them”. So if you feel constrained, if you feel your 

weakness, if you feel you cannot do as you would wish because of circumstances, because of whatever pressure there is upon you, are you praying? Are you praising God with singing? Is there a testimony of one who has a link with God, of praise even in the time of greatest pressure and sorrow? is that your circumstance? May we all be helped. Some of us do not have too many of these pressures. Perhaps I should be careful in saying these things, but I would commend it to myself as well as to the brethren, that it is necessary, whatever the circumstances or whatever restrictions, that there should be praise to God with singing. 

Going on to John, a prisoner on Patmos, he can speak of himself as “fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus”, which, in a sense has been the testimony throughout these two thousand years. “Tribulation and kingdom and patience”; patience awaits the Lord’s coming; but tribulation works in the waiting period. Here John, not seeking a way of escape from the circumstance, says, “I became in the Spirit on the Lord’s day”. It is wonderful what we enjoy on the Lord’s day among the saints; we enjoy the Lord’s supper and all that flows from it. How wonderful to participate in this! But here is a man who is alone, who cannot participate in the Lord’s supper, who cannot enjoy fellowship as far as we know; alone, isolated, imprisoned, and he says, “I became in the Spirit on the Lord’s day”. 

What an escape that is; what a way of surpassing any circumstance. I cannot say very much about it but it was such a wonderful experience that John had. What it was to have the fulness of being in the Spirit on the Lord’s day; to be removed from the circumstance, to be removed from all that was around! He would not be thinking of the prison; he would not be thinking of his chain if he had one; he would not be thinking of the deprivation; he was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day. 

The Spirit had control of him; the Spirit had all that was needed to move him, and he heard a voice, “and I heard behind me a great voice as of a trumpet”. He was ready to hear the word that comes from God. If we are distracted by what there is around us and our difficulties and our circumstances, perhaps we will not hear the word of the Lord. The Lord, of course, is gracious; sometimes He will speak powerfully when we ignore His word—we can be thankful for that. How much better to be ready and waiting, in the Spirit, waiting to hear His word. How much we would have lost, this whole part of the Scripture as received in these circumstances, if John had been concerned only with the circumstances. Let us be helped to overcome these things, in the Spirit, and not be occupied with them, through the Spirit, and receive from the Lord, His own word, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee
31 August 1996 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 27:1-2 (JND) [1] And when it was morning all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus so that they might put him to death. [2] And having bound him they led him away, and delivered him up to Pontius Pilate, the governor.

Jonah 2:6 (JND) [6] I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; The bars of the earth [closed] upon me for ever: But thou hast brought up my life from the pit, O Jehovah my God.

Acts 12:6 (JND) [6] And when Herod was going to bring him forth, that night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and guards before the door kept the prison.

Acts 16:25 (JND) [25] And at midnight Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing, and the prisoners listened to them.

Revelation 1:9-10 (JND) [9] I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus. [10] I became in [the] Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a great voice as of a trumpet,

Judges 16:9 (JND) [9] Now she had liers in wait abiding in the chamber; and she said to him, The Philistines are upon thee, Samson! And he broke the cords, as a thread of tow is broken when it touches the fire; and his strength was not known.

Philippians 4:11 (JND) [11] Not that I speak as regards privation, for as to me *I* have learnt in those circumstances in which I am, to be satisfied in myself.



EXTRACT

And now I close, trusting that we are all beginning to think of the Holy Spirit with greater liberty, and that as we read our Bibles we are bringing in the Spirit and seeing what He can do for us, for He is doing much for us. What seasons He is affording in meetings like this! 

How wonderful to be available to Him instead of being engaged with the things that people generally go in for in this holiday season! We, through grace, are using this day to enter into the great and blessed things of the Spirit who seals us because we belong to God. We are His own property. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 72, p.308)
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