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FEATURES OF THE LIFE OF CHRIST EXPRESSED IN THE SAINTS

D. Robertson 

Luke 13: 31–33; 2 Samuel 11: 10, 11; 19: 29, 30; Psalm 132: 1–5 

These scriptures all refer to persons who in spite of difficulties and pressures were not diverted from their course. I began with the verses in Luke because he, in his gospel, draws attention so beautifully to the moral glory of the pathway of the Lord Jesus on earth, and what he writes becomes a wonderful source of food, holy food for the exercised believer to feed upon. Other passages could be read, but I thought of this one, because it brings out how the Lord was not diverted from the path of God’s will. The Pharisees sought to intimidate Him, to frighten Him, to divert Him from the path that He was on, but His answer here is beautiful, it says, “Behold, I cast out demons and accomplish cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I am perfected”. He is looking beyond His immediate pathway in that statement, looking to His resurrection. But then He immediately goes on to say, “but”. You see He comes back to that present moment. He says,” but I must needs walk today and tomorrow and the day following”. What the Lord Jesus was indicating was that He was on a course which was regulated completely by the will of God, and He is not being diverted from it. I would commend the study of that to the brethren in these days, to feed on the Lord down here. I think it is priestly food. It is a wonderful thing to contemplate a pathway that was in absolute correspondence to the counsels of God. There was nothing accidental in that pathway, nothing haphazard. He was never moved to rashness, but every step was taken perfectly in the light of divine counsels, and the moral glory of Christ shines in the precious fact that He was never diverted from it. 

It is a wonderful study, beloved brethren, the pathway of Christ down here. He says, “I must needs walk”. Have you ever thought of that? 

How the Spirit would impress us with the compulsion that lay upon the spirit of Christ. Think of the spirit of compulsion involved in that expression, “I must needs walk”. Later He comes to Gethsemane and Satan seeks to divert Him, and brought all his power to bear upon Him, and we find that the same spirit of compulsion shines out. The will of His Father was the regulating factor in the life of Christ. I would counsel the young brethren especially to study the gospels and to seek the Spirit’s help to feed on the moral perfections of the precious manhood of Christ. I read some time ago a remark by Mr Stoney as to the mind of Christ, (as the apostle says, “we have the mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2: 16)) and he raises the question. How do we get it? And then he said, We get it by studying what Christ was down here. See how He spoke, see how He acted in certain circumstances, see how He reacted to certain things, and in that you will find what the mind of Christ involves. That is how we learn it, we learn it from Himself. It is a wonderful matter to have this record by the Spirit in the Holy Scriptures of this perfect pathway of the Lord Jesus. That path of Jesus in all its perfection becomes light to the Christian, it becomes food, and I believe as we follow it, we may say, adoringly, follow it worshipfully, our hearts become more firmly attracted and attached to Him. 

I wanted to speak of Urijah, and Mephibosheth and David, because I believe typically they are persons in whom the moral features of the life of Christ shine. If I were to ask the question here, What is Christianity?, I wonder what you would say. What would your answer be? Many wonderful things have been said about it. It has been said it is a system of glory, that is very true. It has been said it is a system of affection, that is also true. But you know Christianity is a life, it is not a theory. Christianity is a life, it is the continuation of the life of Christ in the saints, that is what Christianity is. It is a wonderful matter to apprehend that, it is a substantial matter, it is a real matter, it is the life of Christ expressed in persons. You remember the angel said to those in Acts 5, “Go ye and stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life” (Acts 5: 20), that is, it was not only a question of what they said, but it was what they were. The life of Christ was in tangible expression, I mean in its moral qualities, in these persons, and that is God’s intention today. May there be an increase of the expression of the life of Christ in persons today, and may you and I be among them. I think these persons we have read of are a few who typically express the features of that life. 

Urijah is faced with a test here, David tests him. It is not the true David here, he is far below his own level, he is acting really out of false motives; but Urijah is a man who is true to what he really is. David encouraged him to go down to his house, at a time of battle. The king should have been going out to battle but he did not go out. The brethren know the situation here as to Urijah and Urijah’s wife, and David’s false motives in the whole matter, but what strikes me is that Urijah is not diverted. There is unyieldingness with Urijah. That is another feature of the life of Christ, there is unyieldingness about it. If there is a false motive, if some false influence is brought to bear upon it, it is not moved by it. What strikes me about this man, Urijah, is the scope of what he has before him. He says, “The ark, and Israel, and Judah abide in booths”. Think of what lay in that man’s heart. Beloved brethren, how much is there in our hearts as to the distinctive glories of this dispensation? Are we going to give them up? 

There is tremendous pressure being brought to bear on the saints at the moment to divert them from the distinctive features of the dispensation. I have no doubt about that, there is a tremendous effort of Satan. Satan is the devil’s proud name, and he is acting in all his pride, and in his might to divert us from the distinctive features of Christianity, and that is typified here. David, acting in a false way, was really seeking to divert this man from the conflict of that moment; but what was governing the man was, “The ark, and Israel, and Judah”. 

What is governing us, beloved brethren? Have we some precious sense of the glory of the distinct features of Christianity? Think of what Paul says, “I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, Ephesians 5: 32. Oh that we might be governed by the glory of that distinctive light, that we might not accept lower ground or entertain lower thoughts, but that that might be the governing feature in our lives, just as it was the governing feature in this man’s life. 

Think of what the ark would mean to a man like Urijah. Think of what Israel would mean, and Judah. These things are, we may say, pregnant with holy meaning; the ark speaking of the Person of Christ in manhood, come to accomplish the purpose of God; Israel, God’s people, the people He delighted in; Judah no doubt involving the great line of God’s praise being secured. All that lay in this man’s heart at this moment. What is there in our hearts? 

What is filling our minds in these critical days when so much pressure is being brought to bear upon us and Satan is active to divert and deflect? May it be that the words of Paul might ring soundly and loudly in all our hearts and minds, “I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”. That, beloved, is the distinctive feature of our day. That is the peculiar lustre of the glory of our light. 

We come to Mephibosheth and we find another man who represents a very fine feature of the life of Christ in expression. I speak typically, of course, but the brethren know his history well. Mephibosheth was misunderstood even by David, but he was not deflected. In all the time of rejection Mephibosheth stood faithful to a rejected king, and that is like the time we are in. We are in the time of the rejected King, the time of the rejection of Christ and I would like to be a Mephibosheth. Mr Taylor said a very remarkable thing about Mephibosheth, he said he is a type of an Ephesian saint. 

If you had asked me to find a type of an Ephesian saint in the Old Testament I do not think I would have selected Mephibosheth, but I can see it now. Mephibosheth is a true type of an Ephesian saint. He is misunderstood by David, he is misrepresented by Ziba, but what I want to point out is this, that the king is back in his own house here. The rejection, typically speaking, is over; the king is back in his own house. Mephibosheth is brought into the king’s presence, and his language is wonderful, he says, “What further right therefore have I?” He takes a lowly place. There is no self-vindication with him. How often the feature of self-vindication marks us, especially in assembly matters. The Lord never was like that, it says, “who when reviled, reviled not again; when suffering, threatened not”, 1 Peter 2: 23. How do we meet things? If we are threatened, do we meet it with a threat or do we meet it in the spirit of Christ? There is an opportunity in all these exigencies to display the wonderful features of the life of Christ. 

What I wanted to come to in regard to Mephibosheth is that David says to him, Why do you speak to me any more about these things? There is your portion, “Thou and Ziba divide the land”. You might say, what an opportunity for Mephibosheth. That is when Mephibosheth shines, he said to the king, “Let him even take all, since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house”. That is the Ephesian saint. You say, What do you mean? Well, how does that epistle end? What is the last word in Ephesians? It speaks about those who love the Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption. That is like Mephibosheth, his pure motive was simply love for David. It was not a question of land or property, it was not a question of what he could gain for himself, it was a question of love for Christ. There is the Ephesian saint, loving Christ in incorruptibility. Oh beloved brethren, may we take on such a feature in these days. 

The day is far past to seek anything for ourselves. The opportunity of the moment is that we might be amongst those who love the Lord Jesus in incorruption. I think 

that is Mephibosheth, he loved David in incorruption. What a beautiful word it is, “Let him even take all, since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house”. 

I would like to say a practical word to the brethren; that kind of spirit would solve most of our local problems. I am not going to say any more than that, “Let him even take all”. Think of that beautiful spirit, the spirit of a Mephibosheth, it is really the spirit of Christ, it is really typically the life of Christ being expressed in a man, “Let him even take all”, he says, “since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house”. His affections, his whole life was bound up with another man. Is that not Christianity? Are you like that? Am I like that? 

Naturally we are not like that, we are grasping, we are greedy, we want place, we want self-advancement. The principle that is seen in this world today more than ever is that men are so ruthless that they will tramp one another into the ground to get that advancement. Oh that it might not be in local assemblies, beloved brethren, but that the spirit of Mephibosheth might prevail. He says, “Let him even take all, since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house”. The man, his life, was totally bound up with David. Oh that our lives might be totally bound up with Christ. I believe that was like Philippi, the saints at Philippi were really the moral counterpart to what was presented in Ephesians and their lives were really bound up with holy interests and holy affection in the Person of Christ. What a beautiful sight for God to look into a local assembly and see a company of persons, whether they be a large number or a small number, but to see a company of persons who are bound together with genuine affection for Christ. You know what Mr Darby said, that the greatest bond between human hearts is consecration to Jesus; that is the greatest bond. How God loves such an expression. So I commend Mephibosheth to us. 

When you come to David, I think what you see here 

is a man whose energies are all set in view of the pleasure of God. How like the Lord Jesus. 

Every movement and every activity of the Lord Jesus had the pleasure of God in mind. 

Typically, you remember, in Psalm 16 he said, “I have set Jehovah continually before me” 

(Psalm 16: 8). What a wonderful contemplation to think of the Lord Jesus in that way. Here is a man who is marked by unrelenting energy, “I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; I will not give sleep to mine eyes, slumber to mine eyelids. 

Until I find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob ...”. Oh that that kind of energy might be more seen amongst us, that I might be more marked by it. Especially when we are younger we tend to mis-spend our energies. The Spirit of God would help us that we might be marked by this holy energy, this holy zeal. Think of how the Lord could say, “The zeal of thy house devours me”, John 2: 17. Think of that, those holy energies of Christ. One speaks reverently, I hesitate to bring in a profusion of words about it because what could we say in speaking of that perfect One? But think of those holy energies of Christ, and they are typified here in David. They are all in view of increase and suitability, suitable conditions for the glory and pleasure of God. 

I think we need to be marked by these energies in these days. We are in a time of flagging energy. That is what marks the profession generally. The energies of men have flagged, waned, in relation to what is for the pleasure of God, but I believe the Holy Spirit would make a definite appeal to us today that we might be exercised, that our energies might be controlled by His power, and directed by His help, into channels where we would consider for God. You may think what I am saying is very simple, and so it is, but it is very far reaching, because even in assembly affairs we can use our energies wrongly. I trust we will remember that. We can use our energies wrongly in assembly affairs. Every assembly activity ought to be related to the pleasure of 

God. I am weighing carefully what I am saying, beloved brethren, but if there is an assembly activity that is not related to the pleasure of God it is a mis-spent energy. May we be preserved in these days to think for God. There is a great need that persons might be thinking for God and thinking for God’s pleasure, so that there might be increase for God. It is the spirit of David here, and I believe it expresses so perfectly in a typical way this feature of the humanity of Christ coming out in the saints. 

How God treasures every thought that the saints have for Himself, that there might be something in the way of an enrichment in substantiality in His service, and that there might be places of suitability. If we are going to have places of suitability, we ourselves need to be suitable, and we need to learn “how one ought to conduct oneself in God’s house”, 1 Timothy 3: 15. We cannot just put a Sunday suit on. We were reminded of that in London, the need for proper manners; manners in how we handle the truth, manners in how we handle one another, manners in how we speak to one another. Mr Taylor said that assembly manners precede assembly privileges. You cannot act in an unsuitable way through the week, and just turn on a switch on a Lord’s day and think you can act suitably then. What I am speaking about is a life, it is not a theory, it is not a doctrine, it is the life of Christ in the saints and that is seven days of the week. Pardon the simple language, but I speak to my young brethren, and my old brethren too, but this involves your life. Moses says as to the words that he spoke, “it is no vain word for you, but it is your life”, Deuteronomy 32: 47. What I am speaking about is life unto you. It is not what we think merely, it is not what we memorise as to the truth, it is how we live. The Spirit of God would encourage us, so that increasingly in our own lives practically the life of Christ might be expressed in all its holy beauty. It is what God delights in, the life of Christ in the saints. 

A beloved old brother continually reminds us that there will be only One order of Man before God eternally and that is Christ. It does not stop there, he always adds very beautifully, Christ personally and Christ in the saints. How beautiful that thought is. He has Christ personally there. The Man who pleased God so much is there in His presence and He is filling His heart at this very moment. Very soon every true Christian will be there, and God will have Christ personally and He will also have Christ in His saints, so that wherever God looks it will be Christ. You remember it says at one point of the house, that there was no stone seen, it all was cedar (1 Kings 6: 18). The stone was there, the great structure of the universe is bonded in righteousness, that is Mr Raven’s teaching. Think of that eternal world bonded in righteousness, but what is seen is the cedar. Everything will speak to God’s heart of Christ. 

Well God is looking that there might be a moral correspondence to Christ seen in our lives now. It is not in our ability to speak, although we are thankful for the ability to speak and convey thoughts to one another, but there is something deeper, and that is this constitutional side we have spoken about, and that is that Christ has to be seen in expression in our lives day by day. May God help us, and may we be blessed, and may we be among those that are preserved. I have more sense of the need for preservation now than I have ever had at any time in my life; that we ourselves, and our households, and our local assemblies, might be preserved to have part in this substantial expression of the life of Christ. May God bless the word. 

Address at Aberdeen
23 April 1994 

 


Scripture references

Luke 13:31-33 (JND) [31] The same hour certain Pharisees came up, saying to him, Get out, and go hence, for Herod is desirous to kill thee. [32] And he said to them, Go, tell that fox, Behold, I cast out demons and accomplish cures to-day and to-morrow, and the third [day] I am perfected; [33] but I must needs walk to-day and to-morrow and the [day] following, for it must not be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem.

2 Samuel 11:10-11 (JND) [10] And they had told David saying, Urijah did not go down to his house; and David said to Urijah, Art thou not come from a journey? why didst thou not go down to thy house? [11] And Urijah said to David, The ark, and Israel, and Judah abide in booths; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open fields: shall I then go into my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? [As] thou livest, and [as] thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing.

2 Samuel 19:29-30 (JND) [29] And the king said to him, Why speakest thou any more of thy matters? I have said, Thou and Ziba divide the land. [30] And Mephibosheth said to the king, Let him even take all, since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house.

Psalms 132:1-5 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; [4] I will not give sleep to mine eyes, slumber to mine eyelids, [5] Until I find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob.

1 Corinthians 2:16 (JND) [16] For who has known the mind of [the] Lord, who shall instruct him? But *we* have the mind of Christ.

Acts 5 (JND) [1] But a certain man, Ananias by name, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, [2] and put aside for himself part of the price, [his] wife also being privy to it; and having brought a certain part, laid it at the feet of the apostles. [3] But Peter said, Ananias, why has Satan filled thy heart that thou shouldest lie to the Holy Spirit, and put aside for thyself a part of the price of the estate? …

Acts 5:20 (JND) [20] Go ye and stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life.

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

1 Peter 2:23 (JND) [23] who, [when] reviled, reviled not again; [when] suffering, threatened not; but gave [himself] over into the hands of him who judges righteously;

Psalms 16 (JND) [1] {Michtam of David.} Preserve me, O God: for I trust in thee. [2] Thou [my soul] hast said to Jehovah, Thou art the Lord: my goodness [extendeth] not to thee; [3] To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent [thou hast said], In them is all my delight. …

Psalms 16:8 (JND) [8] I have set Jehovah continually before me; because [he is] at my right hand, I shall not be moved.

John 2:17 (JND) [17] [And] his disciples remembered that it is written, The zeal of thy house devours me.

1 Timothy 3:15 (JND) [15] but if I delay, in order that thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in God's house, which is [the] assembly of [the] living God, [the] pillar and base of the truth.

Deuteronomy 32:47 (JND) [47] For it is no vain word for you, but it is your life, and through this word ye shall prolong your days on the land whereunto ye pass over the Jordan to possess it.

1 Kings 6:18 (JND) [18] And the cedar of the house within was carved with colocynths and half-open flowers: all was cedar; there was no stone seen.



HOW WE ARE BROUGHT TO GOD

R. Taylor 

1 Peter 3: 18 (to ‘God’); Luke 10: 33–35; 15: 21–24 

The incoming of sin into the world brought distance between God and men, a distance that man could never remove or even bridge. Job felt that when he said, “There is not an umpire between us, who should lay his hand upon us both” (Job 9: 33), the distance was so great. 

Man has tried in various ways to make himself comfortable away from God, and that is the situation that has continued in the world to this day, men seek to make themselves as comfortable as they can without God, to live in circumstances where God is shut out. But it is not possible, man has a conscience. That is the one thing that man gained from the fall, I do not think he had it before, certainly not in this way, but the incoming of sin gave man a conscience that he was away from God. Before sin entered into the world, the relationships between God and Adam must have been quite normal, as between the Creator and the creature. But the incoming of sin left Adam with a conscious sense that there was distance between him and God, so he hid himself. He did not do that before. I suppose Adam must have enjoyed certain communications he had with God before the fall, because it says that God brought the animals to him, to see what he would call them, and Adam gave names to the animals, and God accepted what he did. But after the fall he sought to hide himself, he sought a way of making himself comfortable in the distance that sin had brought in. 

Well if man, as I have said, could never bridge it, God measured it. He measured that that distance required a sacrifice. He measured the distance that could not be removed by any man, because all in Adam’s race were sinners. If that distance was to be removed to His satisfaction it required that He Himself must act as a 

Saviour God. Had He acted as a Judge, as He might well have done, seeing Adam’s almost indifference to Him, all would have been lost. God measured that distance, and these measurements showed that if the distance was to be removed it required that God must act from His own side; and He has acted in the Person of His Son. How beautiful are these words, “Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust”. That is how God measured the distance. There was One who was just, a sinless, perfect, holy Man, who came in to remove that distance in the sacrifice of Himself, “Christ indeed has once suffered for sins”. They could not be His own. Peter says He was just. 

It is not only Peter who says that, but it was fully testified in the pathway of Jesus, testified too by that thief on the cross, he said, “this man has done nothing amiss”, Luke 23: 41. I do not know that he knew Jesus much before that, but in those few hours that he saw Jesus on the cross he said, “this man has done nothing amiss”. Oh the concentration of what he saw in the holy Saviour, there suffering on the cross, taunted by sinners! He must have seen many men in varied circumstances, but in those few hours he saw there a Man who was just. The Roman governor says, “I find no fault whatever in him”, John 18: 38. Think of Jesus in Pilate’s judgment hall and the verdict is, “I find no fault whatever in him”. Oh how carefully He was examined! What an array of accusations was railed against Him; priests, lawyers, the nations, they were all there against Christ, all there telling forth their own sad hearts as to what they thought about Christ, and the answer was, “Away with this man ... Crucify, crucify him”, Luke 23: 18, 21. The centurion, who saw Christ on the cross, says, “Truly this man was Son of God”, Mark 15: 39. Oh whatever circumstances He was placed in, He is seen to be a Man of a different character, a Man who was able yea, more than that—a Man who was willing to measure and remove the distance that sin had brought in. The hymn-writer says, 

‘Thou didst measure then sin’s distance’ (Hymn 298). 

Ah, friend, how deep was that measurement, a measurement that no other could measure, it went deeper than any other man could ever measure, “Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust”. The judgment that we deserved was all meted upon the head of the Just One. Again the language makes it very plain that there was only one Just, the word is in the singular; ‘the unjust’ includes the whole of humanity, we are all before God ‘unjust’, but Christ stands out in His own uniqueness, the Just. He suffered for our sins, the sins of believers, oh what a sacrifice, what a price He paid! God in the counsels of His own love saw there was no other way that the distance could be removed, save that the Just One should bear the judgment that was due to the sinner. It involved for Him the cross, where He was taunted by men, crucified by wicked hands, despised by those He came to call. It involved for Him bearing all the hatred and the ignominy that men could pour upon Him. Think of the Saviour, One who had been among them for thirty-three and a half years, there on the cross, and what did men give Him? They gave Him a crown of thorns, they gave Him vinegar to drink. They cast lots for His garments, that is what men did, may I say in the hour of His need. 

There He is, the Just, not a word of condemnation, but indeed a word of blessing to that thief beside Him who spoke so beautifully about Him; He says, “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise”, Luke 23: 43. Among the few recorded words that Jesus spoke on the cross were these, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23: 34. What fulness was in those words! In Acts 4: 26 it says that the kings of the earth and the rulers were there, gathered together against the Lord and against His Christ, and there is that cry, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do”, from the Just One; the One who was able and willing to pay the price and to measure the distance that our sins had brought upon us. Blessed be His name that He has measured it to the full. He has once suffered for sins, never needing to do it again. The price has been paid once, He has once suffered for sins. 

The Jews were not accustomed to that, their offerings were repeated year after year. Certain hardness crept in to the very service that they were engaged in, but He has once suffered for sins. Why did it not need to be repeated? Why, if these offerings with the blood of the bullocks in Leviticus 16 had to be repeated year after year, did Jesus not have to suffer again? 

Because He was Just! His offering of Himself has satisfied God for time and for eternity. He has once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust. How much He suffered and bore in those three hours of darkness on the cross when He was forsaken by God. Then He died, His blood was shed and He lay in the grave. What it meant too for Him as He anticipated being three days and three nights in the heart of the earth (Matthew 12: 40). His holy soul shrank from all that it involved. He alone knew the price that had to be paid if the distance was to be removed, and He came to pay that price. He came to suffer as it says, “the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God”. 

He did not only come to relieve you of your guilt. He did not only come to shed His blood that you may be able, as I trust you all can tonight, to point by faith to that atoning blood and say, This made my peace with God, but He suffered as Peter says, “that he might bring us to God”. Do you know something about that, being brought to God? God is looking for you coming. Christ having paid the price, “that he might bring us to God”. The relationship that sin had spoiled and distorted has been more than restored in the work of Jesus. It involved that He rose from among the dead. It involved, not only that Jesus died and was buried, but that He was raised, because it is as raised that He would bring us to God. The work that He did would meet our guilt, but in rising from the dead He becomes the Firstborn, the great Leader of a heavenly race, “that he might bring us to God”. The believer is brought back in a way and into a relationship that Adam never knew. Far greater than all that was there in man in innocence, man is brought back to God, justified in the power of the blood of Jesus. What a Saviour! What a work has been done once to bring us to God! It says we have been “justified in the power of his blood”, Romans 5: 9. Oh what power! what power in the work He has done that He is able to bring us to God. 

The Samaritan in Luke 10 did not leave that man with just the oil and wine poured in, but it says that he brought him to the inn. The gospel never leaves you where it finds you. All the converts in Luke’s gospel were brought into a circle of wonderful blessing. In these two outstanding gospel incidents in Luke, he leaves them, first in the inn and then in the house. 

The gospel does not leave you on that Jericho road, left to your own devices saying, Well that is the slate cleared, go on now and do not let it happen again. That is not the gospel. No, the gospel says that he “came up to him and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine”; the man was made whole. The effects and ravages of sin were all met in the oil and wine, but then it says that he put him on his own beast and took him to the inn. He brings you to God. 

He brings you into a circle where there are others, who are telling forth the glory of the grace of God. He brought him to the inn, a provisional place. It was not the final resting place, but he brought him into a circle, I think, where grace was known, where he was loved. You think of that inn, what a place it would be. This man would have a wonderful story to tell. People speak about giving their testimonies; it is right in this sense. Think of how he would tell, that in the hour of his greatest despair, “a certain Samaritan journeying came to him”. He did not ask a question. Official persons, such as the priest and levite, like asking questions; they maybe said, Well it serves him right, it 

is only the due reward of his deeds; but the Samaritan never asked a question, he just poured in the oil, poured in the wine, put him on his own beast and brought him to the inn. Friend, have you known something of the grace of God, that not only met your needs and your liabilities and all your questions, but brought you to a place where there is divine care. It says that he placed him in the care of the innkeeper, somebody that he knew well, someone who was able to appreciate the circumstances, and had resources to meet the provisional time. As I have said, the inn was a provisional thing, but it was there as long as it was needed. He says in effect. Take care of him until I come again. 

The son, in Luke 15, was a man who had known something of the gospel, he had known something of the father’s house, and he had turned his back on it. He had known brighter days, to put it in other words, and he began again to see the emptiness of all that was outside of what divine love had arranged and prepared, and he comes to his father. He comes into this area of divine provision. It is like a soul who has known something perhaps, in brighter days, of the love of Christ, but the joy of it has been lost, has been beclouded by the pressures of circumstances and the waywardness and wilfulness of the flesh. But here he comes back into the area of divine blessing, and what does he find? He finds the father’s attitude towards him is still the same. He tries to meet the distance in his own terms, but what he finds is the father’s love there in all its fulness, and he hears these words, “Bring out the best robe and clothe him in it, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet”. The father’s heart was longing to have him in the house. 

As I say, Christ has paid the price, He has made the way clear, He has made every provision to bring us to God. May we not be satisfied with less, beloved. Is it not due to the God who has spent so much? Is it not due to Christ, who has once suffered for sins the Just for 

the unjust, that we allow the fulness of grace to fill our hearts and find our place in the area that divine love has provided? That is certainly not the world. Christ has not suffered that we may go back into circumstances such as this young man went back into, of a far country, where men were living in their own lusts and wills. Christ’s work was to bring us to God, to bring us into the area that divine love has prepared. This man would never go out again. May the gospel in its fulness, wealth and charm, lay hold of all who hear it, so that they would not be satisfied, would not be restful, until they come to where love and grace would lead us, to find our place in the Father’s love, to praise His name for time and eternity, for Christ’s name’s sake. 

Preaching at Walton-on-the-Naze
27 June 1993 

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

Luke 10:33-35 (JND) [33] But a certain Samaritan journeying came to him, and seeing [him], was moved with compassion, [34] and came up [to him] and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine; and having put him on his own beast, took him to [the] inn and took care of him. [35] And on the morrow [as he left], taking out two denarii he gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, Take care of him, and whatsoever thou shalt expend more, *I* will render to thee on my coming back.

Luke 15:21-24 (JND) [21] And the son said to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee; I am no longer worthy to be called thy son. [22] But the father said to his bondmen, Bring out the best robe and clothe him in [it], and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; [23] and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry: [24] for this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found. And they began to make merry.

Job 9:33 (JND) [33] There is not an umpire between us, who should lay his hand upon us both.

Luke 23:41 (JND) [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss.

John 18:38 (JND) [38] Pilate says to him, What is truth? And having said this he went out again to the Jews, and says to them, I find no fault whatever in him.

Luke 23:18-21 (JND) [18] But they cried out in a mass saying, Away with this [man] and release Barabbas to us; [19] who was one who, for a certain tumult which had taken place in the city, and [for] murder, had been cast into prison. [20] Pilate therefore, desirous to release Jesus, again addressed [them]. [21] But they cried out in reply saying, Crucify, crucify him.

Mark 15:39 (JND) [39] And the centurion who stood by over against him, when he saw that he had expired having thus cried out, said, Truly this man was Son of God.

Luke 23:43 (JND) [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Acts 4:26 (JND) [26] The kings of the earth were there, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord and against his Christ.

Leviticus 16 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they came near before Jehovah and died; [2] and Jehovah said to Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the sanctuary inside the veil before the mercy-seat which is upon the ark, that he die not; for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat. [3] In this manner shall Aaron come into the sanctuary: with a young bullock for a sin-offering, and a ram for a burnt-offering. …

Matthew 12:40 (JND) [40] For even as Jonas was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, thus shall the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.

Romans 5:9 (JND) [9] Much rather therefore, having been now justified in [the power of] his blood, we shall be saved by him from wrath.

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …



THE NAME OF JESUS

E. M. Walkinshaw 

Hebrews 2: 8, 9; 13: 12–15; Revelation 22: 16, 17 

The name of Jesus is mentioned in each of these scriptures that I have read, just His personal name. When we speak to Him of course we say, ‘Lord Jesus’. I trust every one here says to Him ‘Lord Jesus’. 

‘Jesus! how much Thy Name unfolds 

To every opened ear!’ (Hymn 6) 

His personal name ‘Jesus’ is mentioned nine times in Hebrews. I have read the first and the last. The name was hated by the Jews, but believers come to love Him, therefore they would appreciate His name ‘Jesus’. 

When a baby is born, the parents are usually careful about the name. They are the ones that would select it, and sometimes keep it secret until, maybe, the child is born. But with Jesus that was not the case. Both the 

parents were involved in the name, but it was a name given to Him. Before He was born it was given to Him from heaven, “thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins”, Matthew 1: 21. So Joseph did not choose it, nor Mary, and there was no question of argument as to what it should be, “thou shalt call his name Jesus”—Jehovah the Saviour. What appeal does that have to you, the name of Jesus? I would not try to fall back on eloquence, even if I had it, but rather leave the name itself to make its own appeal to every one of our hearts. 

So the writer of the Hebrews, who would be under reproach because of the name of Jesus says, “we see not yet all things subjected to him, but we see Jesus”. The world to come is going to be subjected to Him. He is going to resolve every issue in the universe, be it a large one or a small one. He is going to settle everything in its effects for God, and presently everything will be subjected to Him. You can see therefore what a wonderful Person He is. 

Every secret society will be unravelled and, I would judge, be disposed of. There will be nothing secret that will not be brought to light. There will not be any ‘no-go’ areas in any city in the world, whether it is New York or London, or Paris, or any other city; everything will be unravelled and settled, held in righteousness, and dominated by the will of God. That will be done by Jesus, and moreover He is the only Person capable of doing it. 

Now at the moment that is not the case. There are all kinds of corrupt societies, and I think if we could see the corruption in the world we should be very surprised; what does come to light is like the tip of the iceberg. We do not want to dwell on it, but there are various secret societies working in the world, which are uncontrolled and uncontrollable by man. All that is working up to the man of sin, solemn thing. But, just at the moment, Jesus is hidden, that is going on for the moment. Everything is going to be subjected to Him, as the Scripture says, in the world to come of which we speak, but at the moment He is hidden. 

But now, “we see Jesus ... crowned with glory and honour”. We sang this morning— 

‘No place too high for Him is found, 

No place too high in heaven’. (Hymn 451) 

I wonder if we all see Him. Do you see Jesus crowned with glory and honour? You may, very likely say ‘Yes’, but I would like to ask, What effect has it had upon you? Before He was crowned with glory and honour, He tasted death for every thing, or every one. How wonderful that Jesus tasted death for every one here. And for those who trust Him, man, woman, boy or girl. He was the substitute for their sins, so that they will never come into judgment, never come into condemnation, because He took the condemnation. How wonderful is the gospel that we have to preach, and it centres in this Man. Maybe some people are preaching other gospels. Paul says, “if even we or an angel out of heaven announce as glad tidings to you anything besides what we have announced as glad tidings to you, let him be accursed”, Galatians 1: 8. What a statement that is. He does not say an angel from hell, but even if it be an angel from heaven, let him be accursed. So great is the gospel, so glorious the Person about whom the gospel is! 

Now, we know that He went the way of the cross for us. I would love that every one of our hearts might be deepened in our appreciation of Him for going that way—the cross. It says, 

“that ... he should taste death for every thing”. So that we can preach the gospel to every one, no question of class or creed. If you meet a man in the street you do not have to stop and think, Well, I wonder if the gospel applies to him. You can say that He tasted death for every one. Presently He will put the whole universe on the footing of redemption for God. In the meantime He is preached, and there is no other name but that of Jesus, “for neither is there 

another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4: 12), no other name at all. I wonder if every one of us here has faith in Jesus, and I wonder, has faith in His blood. It is not good to take it for granted. Persons may say, Well, I am breaking bread, I was brought up in a Christian household. The fact that you have Christian parents does not make you a Christian. The fact that you are born of persons who are saved does not mean that you are. I was born of Christian parents but I needed to be saved by faith and the Holy Spirit which I received from God. I hope you have. Have you received the Holy Spirit? How do you know you have? Ask yourself the question. By the Holy Spirit I can see the Man that was on the cross for me, crowned with glory and honour. I can say what Bunyan said— 

‘Blest cross, blest sepulchre, 

But blessed rather be, 

The Man that there was put to shame for me’. 

But if He was put to shame for me there, He is now crowned with glory and honour. Can you see Him by the eye of faith and the Holy Spirit? I do not think you can if you have not received the Spirit. You might say, as a result of teaching, that you know He is there, but you cannot see Him unless you have received the Holy Spirit. I would urge this on every one of us, especially the younger ones, that as having received the Spirit we might make more room for Him to help us to see Jesus crowned with glory and honour. If you do, it will alter your life. It may change the course of your life. It may change you altogether. You may cease from the path you are in and change to another path. But whatever it is if you see Jesus crowned with glory and honour it will have an effect. You would not be engrossed with things here if you saw Him there. You would not be engrossed with material things. You have to be occupied with them because you must be righteous in making your living, and you must be righteous, but your absorbing interest would be that Man there called 

Jesus. The blind man said, “A man called Jesus made mud and anointed mine eyes”, John 9: 11. The woman said in John 4, “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done” (John 4: 29). What is He to all of us here? May He become more precious and may He have a greater effect on our lives, so that we might be more ready to serve Him in the few days that are left to us. They may only be a few. 

The next passage says, “Wherefore also Jesus, that he might sanctify the people by his own blood, suffered without the gate”. ‘There is a green hill far away’, we used to sing, ‘Outside the city wall’. I do not know that it was very green, but that was the poem; ‘Where our dear Lord was crucified, Who died to save us all’. Very simple, very touching! The Spirit of God would touch our hearts by these things. The Lord Jesus there was stripped of everything He had; He had nothing. So the writer makes this an appeal to these Jewish believers. He says. 

He “suffered without the gate”. Why? So that He might set us apart, that He might sanctify the people. Sanctify means set apart. He wants to set you apart for Himself and for His service; so He suffered that for you. He suffered outside the gate for me. So the writer says, “let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach”. You will soon find, if you confess the name of Jesus, that you will bear His reproach, maybe not persecuted physically, but you will bear His reproach. Let us go outside the camp, the great ordered camp of religion where people deck themselves with various robes. It is not really consistent, is it? Mr. Coates said that every church spire in Christendom is a denial of the fact that Christ is rejected. Are you prepared to be rejected with Him? Am I prepared to be rejected with Him? Am I prepared to be associated with Him outside the camp, and bear His reproach? To be known as a Christian committed to, and seeking to follow the Lord Jesus? So the writer uses the appeal of the name of Jesus. Jesus suffered outside the camp. What does it mean to you? What does the Lord Jesus really mean to you? What effect does He have on your life? When He went into heaven He sent the Holy Spirit, so that although things may seem hard, and the path difficult, we have a resource in the presence of the Holy Spirit. I repeat the urgent need of receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit; and when you have received the gift of the Holy Spirit, give a little more room to such a great Guest, so that He may have more room to affect you in your words, and walk and ways. 

In the last scripture Jesus introduces Himself. He says, “I Jesus”—Jesus, the same Person at the end of the Bible—“have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies”. 

“I Jesus”, as though at the very end He would make an appeal, testifies these things, gives witness to them in the assemblies. “I am the root and offspring of David”. Think of who He is, the root of David, the One from whom David, great man as he was, sprang. I suppose we know that that refers to His Deity. Jesus is God. We worship in the presence of such a Person, the root of David. All that David was for God sprang out of Jesus as the root. Then He says, “the ... offspring of David”, that is what He is as Man. He came on that line. It is clear that our Lord sprang out of Judah, the offspring of David. What else? “the bright and morning star”. I wonder if the bright and morning star has risen in your heart. It tells us that the day is just at hand. Oh, how dark things are in the world! Is that where your outlook is, in the world? If it is, how dark. The outlook of the lovers of Jesus is towards Himself, the bright and morning star. 

The day is coming, there is a word in Isaiah to the watchman, “Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night?” (Isaiah 21: 11). There are those that are watching for the Lord Jesus to come. What of the night? The answer is, “The morning cometh”. Wonderful, the morning comes! The Lord Jesus is coming to take away from this world all those who love Him. Do not think it is impossible. Otherwise you are reckoning without God. He is coming to take all those that love Him, to rapture them to Himself. Will each one of us be among them? I trust so, pray so, but at the same time one cannot in the preaching of God’s word take anything for granted. So, “Watchman, what of the night? ... The morning cometh, and also the night”. For us, when Jesus comes, it will be wonderful blessing, but it will be a night of sorrow and judgment for those that have refused Him. It will be a solemn time for this world, when the church, the assembly, is taken out of it, a very solemn time will be the night of God’s judgment; but for us, those of us who love Him, those of us who can sing with joy about Him and to Him, the morning is coming. It will be a morning without clouds, when the Lord Jesus will have His own with Him, and He will come forth with them to reign over the earth. What an outlook, is it not? So He died for us, for our sins, shed His precious blood so that our sins might be washed away. He died, took the penalty of sin; He was buried, went right out of sight, settled every moral question for God. God raised Him from the dead; He is set at the right hand of God. The Holy Spirit is here, for how long I do not know. Then the Lord Jesus is coming to take those who love Him to be with Him for ever. 

What a name, we might well sing about it, might we not, the name of Jesus. I suppose the most powerful name that there is. Certainly, it is the most powerful and the most effective in the hearts of millions of persons on this earth today. You do not hear Churchill’s name mentioned much, only occasionally, Napoleon’s occasionally. We may hear of William the Conqueror occasionally. But every day millions of persons on this earth are mentioning and speaking of the name of Jesus and speaking to Him. There is no other name like it. May all our hearts be increasingly attracted to Him, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Rotherham
14 November 1982 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 2:8-9 (JND) [8] thou hast subjected all things under his feet. For in subjecting all things to him, he has left nothing unsubject to him. But now we see not yet all things subjected to *him*, [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.

Hebrews 13:12-15 (JND) [12] Wherefore also Jesus, that he might sanctify the people by his own blood, suffered without the gate: [13] therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach: [14] for we have not here an abiding city, but we seek the coming one. [15] By him therefore let us offer [the] sacrifice of praise continually to God, that is, [the] fruit of [the] lips confessing his name.

Revelation 22:16-17 (JND) [16] *I* Jesus have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies. *I* am the root and offspring of David, the bright [and] morning star. [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

Matthew 1:21 (JND) [21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for *he* shall save his people from their sins.

Galatians 1:8 (JND) [8] But if even *we* or an angel out of heaven announce as glad tidings to you [anything] besides what we have announced as glad tidings to you, let him be accursed.

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

John 9:11 (JND) [11] He answered [and said], A man called Jesus made mud and anointed mine eyes, and said to me, Go to Siloam and wash: and having gone and washed, I saw.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:29 (JND) [29] Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?

Isaiah 21:11 (JND) [11] The burden of Dumah. He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night?



EXTRACTS

There are eleven curtains of goats’ hair; that is the number of responsibility with an added tithe to secure the complete protection at all points of the tabernacle. The extra two cubits in the length of the curtains also ensure this. The goats’ hair speaks of the same character of holy separation as was seen in perfection in the Lord Jesus. He was absolutely separate from everything that was inconsistent with faithfulness to God. And the saints are to be divinely linked together in unity in this also, but the clasps in this case are of copper. Saints are to be held together in separation from evil as well as in the bond of divine love and the unity of the Spirit. In the couplings of the tabernacle we see the unity of the saints on the positive side in relation to all that is holy and blessed; they are “clasps of gold”. But in the couplings of the goats’-hair curtains we see the unity of the saints in separation from evil; in this sense it ever remains true that “separation from evil is God’s principle of unity”. The “clasps of copper” suggest a character of things that is in keeping with the altar, where all is tested by holy fire. 

If any principle or practice is introduced which is not of God, it is the responsibility of all saints to stand together in separation from it. All Christians should covet to be “exclusive” in their associations; it is the only principle on which holiness and truth can be maintained. 

C. A. Coates (‘An Outline of Exodus’, p.190) 

The longer I live the more I appreciate Scripture, not simply the detail, but that from beginning to end you have a living, powerful voice speaking in strong moral accents—a voice which is the expression of feeling, the voice of One who is affected by what is passing down here.

F. E. Raven (Vol. 9, p.8) 
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