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RESPONSE GODWARD IN RELATION TO CHRIST

A. J. E. Welch 

Colossians 2: 20–23; 3: 1–4; Numbers 18: 2; Hebrews 2: 11, 12; 10: 19–22 

The Lord has, I would understand, made it ever plainer to us in recent time that He delights to be near to the company of those who love Him and to be among them, as communicating to that company the most cherished longings of His own heart. We gather for the Supper with a longing that the Lord should come, that the glorious Son should manifest Himself to us. I just wonder, however, whether we sufficiently enter into the delight that is His to come in among His own. They are the fruit of His own work; they have been the occasion of His sufferings, of His death. They are in view in the glory of His resurrection; they have a surpassingly great place in His heart. He would have His own with Him, we might say, in the full extent of what He Himself has in view, especially for the satisfaction and delight of the Father’s heart. I do not come to it yet, but there is something peculiarly deep, in the most precious sense, in the thought of the Lord in the midst of the assembly. That remarkable reference is not enlarged upon at that point, but it touches the depth of His own feelings and really the affinity of His feelings with what He looks for, and we can surely say what He finds in the assembly, in the midst of which He sings. I believe we have entered into that, but I get some sense that the Lord would enlarge that side to us. 

Therefore I have read scriptures which have a bearing on the association of the saints with Christ, which is, and must be, beyond death. 

Colossians would make that plain to us. We are speaking of something that lies, in its preciousness, in its holy character, on the other side of death, and the Lord would engage us with that in such a moment as this, the moment in which this wonderful time of the Spirit is coming to a close, the final touch of it being very, very near. Hence the second chapter of Colossians (which it is not my thought to touch in detail, and which is well known to most of us) brings in the question of baptism, and leads on in connection with baptism to our being raised with Him, “buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead” (Colossians 2: 12). We are viewed in that sense as “raised with him”. Then lower down we have the thought, precious and unique to the assembly, “quickened together with him”; we are made to live, the reference being especially to the affections being awakened in the fulness of life, but in experience of the scene which lies beyond death, where Christ is. 

Dear brethren, we belong there; that is our place, according to the divine thought. Our enjoyments—and how manifold they are—are to lie not this side of death, but beyond death. 

The scene here which might be in a certain sense, to a limited degree, a scene of enjoyment, is increasingly less so; that scene is mostly under death, the scene out of which Jesus went by way of death and betrayal, scorned, reproached, crucified, buried. I would like to leave some little sense of that on the youngest one here, that we are not to be here for long; this is not the scene where characteristically we belong according to the thoughts of God in His love. This scene is marked off for every true heart as the scene out of which Jesus went by way of death. 

There was nothing for Him here save what was among those who loved Him, 

who companied with Him; and that is still true. I believe the youngest heart here could have some understanding of that, and realize what this world is as the scene of the suffering, the reproach, the crucifying of Jesus, so that our thoughts, our enjoyments, our conversation are not here. Where are they? Where Christ is! 

It is very interesting how the great point made in these early verses of Colossians 3, to which I am coming, is that Christ is there; that glorious Person is there—“Where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God”. That fixes the matter for us. We do not belong to a scene out of which Christ has gone through death. We may be sustained of God for a little time in testimony in it, according to His will, but we do not belong here. Some of us have been very near over-occupation with our secular affairs; I speak feelingly as to myself. But our interests lie where the Christ is. That defines the situation. We do not need an explanation of that, because our glorious Saviour and Lover and Head is there. 

And so to come to the first scripture we read, it begins, “If ye have died with Christ from the elements of the world”. I read the verses at the end of chapter 2 to bring out the contrast with chapter 3; “If ye have died with Christ”—note that, “with Christ”—“from the elements of the world”. Are we ready to go, in that sense, as He went; to leave the scene by way of death? He went into death as laying down His precious life. He went into death as having been under condemnation by man, but that condemnation did not cause His death, He laid down His life; but the condemnation was there. That marks off everything here. But in His death we have title to move out of the scene of things out of which He has gone, repudiating, on the basis of His finished work, that which 

has attached us to this scene in which for the moment we still tread our way. 

But then we have in the beginning of chapter 3, “If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ”. The “if”, I need scarcely say, is not an ‘if’ of doubt, it is “if” as indicating a consequence. “Raised with the Christ”; do we know something of life out of death? Romans 8 particularly contemplates this, the life which is in Christ Jesus. Do we know something of the surging up of that life within us, through the Spirit? It is a wonderful experience, never losing its wonderful character; we experience the reality of life inwardly, and a realization that it is the life of Christ in which we live; not life in the sense of what is creational here, but life according to God, standing related to a glorious Man in another scene. Would you not be in the gain of this? It is surpassingly wonderful, life that is entered into with no element of defect, that is, as to the life itself. I might fail in the appreciation of it, but as to the life itself, there is no element of weakness or defect or disadvantage of any kind. O, beloved brethren, may we know these surpassingly marvellous things in the sense of experience! The Lord would have it so. 

“Seek the things which are above”. A lovely expression that! It does not go on to detail them, but Paul goes on at once to the essential point, “where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God”. Sitting is an assured position, a settled position; in one sense all that is needed to be done has been done. He will yet come and set everything right here, and establish a scene of things in which the divine rest will be, but as to the basis of everything in redemption it is done. And He was the Doer of it, a glory uniquely His. “Sitting at the right hand of God”, is the place of 

power. He is in the place of power now. He will come soon in the exercise of power, as the One who has the power even to subdue all things to Himself (Philippians 3: 21). He will come in power. The power is there. We do not see it in public exercise, nor do we expect to see it in public exercise as to the position of the saints at the present time, but it shall soon be in public exercise, and we know immediately the One who shall wield it, whose glory it is to have all power given to Him in heaven and upon earth. Think of having such a Person within the range of your knowledge! Think of loving such a One as that, and knowing that your love is something that He appreciates and cherishes. Are not these wonderful things, young people? Could there be anything more precious? 

“Have your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth”. That digs very deep. “Have your mind on the things that are above”. We all know that our minds tend to wander. We often quote Mr. Darby’s verse in that respect, as to his ‘wandering mind’, but how aware we are made sometimes of the wandering of our own minds. “Have your mind on the things that are above”. We come into the apprehension of them that way. The more we turn that way, the more we want to turn that way, because what our minds by the Spirit are given to embrace is so surpassingly precious. The word is here to occupy us with the things above. What is up there is the centre of everything for the heart that loves Christ, because He is there. I come back to that point again and again, and it is right to come back to it, that where Christ is, there my interests must be. How can I find them in the scene where He is absent, absent through despising and death? Pardon my pressing this, but I feel it is vital for the dear younger ones specially to come into these things, to find that the deepest interest attaches to the things that are above, and to set their minds upon them. 

It is very attractive how the Spirit of God puts the positive side, and then says, ‘ not on the things that are on the earth’. It meets, in divine skill, the tendency for our minds to revert to the order of things here, as if to say, ‘Look up; see Christ there, and let your minds be feeding, be nourished, and built up in what you see in that scene’. You—especially the dear younger ones with perhaps quicker minds in these things—may say to me, What do I see there? The main object you see is Jesus. And you find as you contemplate Him that there is a whole glorious scene of things that stands connected with the manhood of Jesus gone into heaven. Everything in that scene derives character from the Man who fills it, God’s beloved Son. If you apprehend Christ there it might be said that you will apprehend every feature that is connected with Him, because it all takes character from Him. I believe, dear brethren, that we learn heaven from the heavenly Man, Jesus. The very fact that He is there in manhood is that we might by the Spirit have that which we can apprehend in the features of the heavenly Man. Let us be built up in the apprehension of it, and let us be formed in reference to it. 

One thinks of the longing of the beloved apostle that Christ might be formed in the saints. As your occupation is with Him up there, it begins to affect you more and more. The Spirit is using it to make us more like Him. If the heart is drawn to Christ, there will ever be the desire to be more like Him, and more like Him still. The Spirit is able to bring that about as our engagement is with Himself. “For ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God”; that is to say, the life is not something which is publicly in 

evidence yet; in that sense it is hid, but it is hid with the Christ in God. I must leave you to think about that verse. I could not say very much about it, but it indicates that things are treasured up there, and what is soon to be ushered in, in the full glory of it, is held ready for the moment that shall soon come. 

Now there is the side of things that relates to the assembly answering to the affections of Jesus. How precious! There is the side of union. We might go on to the Ephesian letter to think of these glorious subjects. But I feel impressed tonight to take up the other side of the matter, not exactly what the assembly is for His own heart, but what the assembly is as with Him for the heart of God. If we come back to that verse in Hebrews 2, as to His singing in the midst of the assembly, we will get the thought. What harmony, what volume, what melody there would be in that singing under the touch, of the One who is Minister of the holy places, as later chapters show us. 

Who can set the tone and character of the song like that glorious Person who sings in the midst? I do wonder if we have sufficiently entered into it, to appreciate His delight in having the assembly, to extend the volume, to extend the wealth of the response. It is not that everything is not in Him, in the sense of what gives character to the whole scene; but there are those who reflect Himself, who are sympathetic in heart and intent with His heart and intent, myriads of them. Think of Him giving the key notes, so to speak, to the song, and the volume of it swelling out in that vessel that is divinely designed to find her place with Christ for the delight of His own heart, but is with Him in the midst as the praise is directed to the Father, to God. 

So I read that very interesting verse in Numbers 18, part of what Jehovah said to Aaron as to this priestly side of things—“Thy brethren also, the tribe of Levi, the tribe of thy father, bring near with thee, that they may unite with thee”— unite with thee—an interesting, and we might almost have said, a surprising word. It has reference back to the meaning of the word ‘Levi’, which means ‘united’. The levitical side of things is spoken of to Aaron here as being united with him. We have in this verse, so far as I can see, a remarkable presentation of the whole Godward character of what stands related to the sanctuary. The high priest, Aaron, the priests (of Aaron’s generations), and the Levites are all there, the Levites with the priests all set in relation to Aaron. Yet the uniqueness of the priesthood is carefully guarded in the way that it is set out, as if to suggest to us how the whole course of what is toward God, for the delight of His heart, is set under Christ. 

It is a wonderful thing, and the Lord would, I believe, just engage us with this. We are so apt to make what we are thinking about, what we may read, even in the Scriptures (absolutely right in their place) rotate round ourselves, our own place, our own joy. What a place is our place, what joy is our joy, but what is for the heart of God out of it? What is the assembly to be under His eye, not only in what is uttered, but in the whole substantial character of what is there? It is fine to think of the Levites, the three levitical families, touched on in Numbers 3, where you have the Gershonites, the Kohathites, and the Merarites, each with a distinctive area of service. Scripture presents them as to each one, their charge was this, their charge was that, their charge was another thing. How pleasing to God to see those charges taken up! 

Everything is to be in function, the 

priests in their place having to do with the holy things, entering into all that the most precious thoughts of God occasioned in the sanctuary, having entrance into the holy place. Then the Levites have their own assigned place. It is a great ordered arrangement of things, set up of God and having His pleasure in mind, even in the tabernacle in the wilderness. Yet, as Hebrews would show us, it looks on really to the final and eternal thing that shall be for the delight of His heart. 

Dear brethren, what depths are connected with this side of things! In speaking of Numbers I am just speaking according to the type, the way in which the whole operative, active system of things is placed in relation to Aaron the chief priest. We have, as Hebrews reminds us, a great High Priest, “A great priest over the house of God”. Hebrews 8 reminds of His place in reference to the service of the sanctuary. Do we understand that service of His? Or would we like to know more of it? You can see the Godward order of things just presented to us in this verse (Hebrews 2: 12), all in due order, as if the Lord would remind us that in all these respects we stand related to Him. It is not association with Christ exactly, as in the sense of Colossians, which is characteristic of the whole position in Christianity, but it is the character of things in which what is due to God in right activity is carried forward under the Lord in the distinctive place that He fills in reference to it. 

I desire that we might enter more into the singing, the harmony of it, the way in which the Lord is found amongst His own with no suggestion and no sense of distance, but—I speak in reverence I trust—mingling His voice with theirs in response Godward. Think of the echoing and re-echoing in the vault of heaven, if I could put it that way, of the melodious response that is suggested here, something which is due to God by way of answer to His own heart, not only in the quality of the song but in the quality and character of the singers. Every person in the assembly is there for the pleasure of God and is precious to Him, as indeed each is precious to Christ and to the Spirit. 

Then we have in Hebrews 10, “Having therefore, brethren, boldness for entering into the holy of holies by the blood of Jesus, the new and living way which he has dedicated for us through the veil”. We have boldness, dear brethren, for entering in, right into the very heart and centre of things; no barrier remains anywhere. What it has cost to secure! “By the blood of Jesus”; it is touching that that comment should come in. It reminds us of the perfection under the eye of God of what He has wrought, and the way in is thus opened up. I love the urge of this scripture, “Having therefore, brethren, boldness for entering into the holy of holies by the blood of Jesus”. You will notice the reference back to the tabernacle system, having particular concern now with what it depicts, I suppose, as to the final order of things in which we go right into God’s presence. What glory that means! Who can fitly express it? and yet the way in is there. It is that we may behold Christ, in His own unique place; His unique place in the Father’s heart; His unique place as filling out in manhood every thought of God; His unique place as securing the whole scene that is found responsive to God, who has purposed what is there. We see it all in relation to Christ and we are to go in and behold it. 

“Let us approach with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, sprinkled as to our hearts from a wicked conscience, and washed as to our body with pure water”. That is, the writer of the Hebrews would remind us of the necessity of going in suitably. How shall it be? By the application of the word by the Spirit, the cleansing power of the water, involving the death of Christ, as well as the power and efficacy of His blood. It is good to think of what John alone presents, the blood and the water flowing from His side. It has in view that we should go right in and that we should behold glory. The new and living way has been opened up. It is not connected with a legal order of things; it is connected with a living, glorious Person, out of death, having accomplished redemption, having laid the ground for the scene in which God shall find His rest. But, dear brethren, let us go in. 

It impressed me today that this epistle to the Hebrews has much in it which is fundamental to what we speak of as the service of God. Yet it does not relate it to any specific occasion. We have been helped to see the place that the Lord’s supper has in reference to it. But this book does not relate the service to any specific occasion, it is rather that the saints are secured in every sense in view of that service, and what they are to the heart of God as secured for Him. I think it helps us in reading Hebrews to see that it is the scene of God’s pleasure that is in mind. 

Someone has referred to this epistle as the book of the opened heavens. Is it not wonderful that the heavens are opened? Is it not wonderful that we can go right in—something to be experienced? And the experience is mine, or is yours, or is of the person who has it. We come together in the light and enjoyment of the experience, and we find how our experiences blend together. Why should that be? Because we have them in the power of the one Spirit, and central to them all is the one glorious Person of Jesus. Hence as you go in, you get a sense, in the language of the types, that the Ark is in its place. Christ in all His personal glories the Centre of all. 

Address at Colchester
30 January 1982




Scripture references

Colossians 2:20-23 (JND) [20] If ye have died with Christ from the elements of the world, why as [if] alive in [the] world do ye subject yourselves to ordinances? [21] Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch, [22] (things which are all for destruction in the using [of them]:) according to the injunctions and teachings of men, [23] (which have indeed an appearance of wisdom in voluntary worship, and humility, and harsh treatment of the body, not in a certain honour,) to [the] satisfaction of the flesh.

Colossians 3:1-4 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory.

Numbers 18:2 (JND) [2] And thy brethren also, the tribe of Levi, the tribe of thy father, bring near with thee, that they may unite with thee, and minister unto thee; but thou and thy sons with thee [shall serve] before the tent of the testimony.

Hebrews 2:11-12 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises.

Hebrews 10:19-22 (JND) [19] Having therefore, brethren, boldness for entering into the [holy of] holies by the blood of Jesus, [20] the new and living way which he has dedicated for us through the veil, that is, his flesh, [21] and [having] a great priest over the house of God, [22] let us approach with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, sprinkled as to our hearts from a wicked conscience, and washed as to our body with pure water.

Colossians 2:12 (JND) [12] buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with [him] through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead.

Colossians 3 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

Hebrews 2 (JND) [1] For this reason we should give heed more abundantly to the things [we have] heard, lest in any way we should slip away. [2] For if the word which was spoken by angels was firm, and every transgression and disobedience received just retribution, [3] how shall *we* escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation, which, having had its commencement in being spoken [of] by the Lord, has been confirmed to us by those who have heard; …

Numbers 18 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Aaron, Thou and thy sons and thy father's house with thee shall bear the iniquity of the sanctuary; and thou and thy sons with thee shall bear the iniquity of your priesthood. [2] And thy brethren also, the tribe of Levi, the tribe of thy father, bring near with thee, that they may unite with thee, and minister unto thee; but thou and thy sons with thee [shall serve] before the tent of the testimony. [3] And they shall keep thy charge, and the charge of the whole tent: only they shall not come near to the vessels of the sanctuary and to the altar, that they may not die, and you as well as they. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Numbers 3 (JND) [1] And these are the generations of Aaron and Moses in the day that Jehovah spoke with Moses on mount Sinai. [2] And these are the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab the firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. [3] These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the anointed priests, who were consecrated to exercise the priesthood. …

Hebrews 8 (JND) [1] Now a summary of the things of which we are speaking [is], We have such a one high priest who has sat down on [the] right hand of the throne of the greatness in the heavens; [2] minister of the holy places and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord has pitched, [and] not man. [3] For every high priest is constituted for the offering both of gifts and sacrifices; whence it is needful that this one also should have something which he may offer. …

Hebrews 2:12 (JND) [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises.

Hebrews 10 (JND) [1] For the law, having a shadow of the coming good things, not the image itself of the things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually yearly, perfect those who approach. [2] Since, would they not indeed have ceased being offered, on account of the worshippers once purged having no longer any conscience of sins? [3] But in these [there is] a calling to mind of sins yearly. …



CHRIST’S OBJECTIVE





J. Wilson 

Mark 10: 13–16 

This scripture is comforting at such a time. It says, “having taken them in his arms”. The Lord’s love is displayed to us in the taking of this beloved child, a lovable, sweet child, always ready to give you a smile. It is a wonderful thing to see what is in a child. A child is not marked by active sin; what is seen in character suggests what is without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing. 

I believe the Lord is speaking to us, beloved friends. He has spoken once, He has spoken twice, and now He has spoken the third time to us. We have to see what the Lord is seeking to bring about in us. It is only a few months since we baptised Roland Thomas Clark and now the Lord has taken him to be with Himself. We do not quarrel with that way; we know he is safe in the arms of Jesus, and we would wish him there; but the great thing to see is that there is something to be formed in us. The Lord is speaking to our hearts in this way to show what He is working to bring about in each one of us, for Christ loved the assembly and delivered Himself up for it. Now He is sanctifying and purifying it. It is a great thing to see what is going on; He is purifying the assembly, and He uses suffering to that end. The grief and sorrow that affect us are to bring about an answer in our hearts. 

It is seen in John’s gospel. Lazarus died and Mary and Martha suffered. The grief and sorrow they entered into was fruitful, and we see the fruitfulness in what came out in John 12. I believe the Lord is looking for fruit. He has demonstrated in this little child what He is seeking. Think of what He says, “Suffer the little children to come to me; forbid them not”. 

What a wonderful area to be in, the area where Christ is. It is wonderful to think of Roland safe now with Jesus, but, beloved brethren, He is seeking to bring about an answer in us, that which He can take to Himself, an answer and result from the sanctifying and purifying. He is bringing out an answer; we are to be seen without spot or wrinkle or any of such things. I think it is through these sufferings, these sorrows. What sorrows they are! but the great thing is to see the object He has in mind, an answer to His own heart, an answer to His own affections. We experience the cold north wind, the awfulness and the fierceness of it, but we experience also the love of God, the warmth of the south wind, bringing comfort, and God’s sustaining grace. 

May it be the portion of our brother and sister and the children to know the love of God coming in in comfort, and Christ’s priestly, succouring grace, and to see that the Lord has an end in view; we shall be with Him eternally as those who will be suitable to Him, without spot or wrinkle or any of such things. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Mark 10:13-16 (JND) [13] And they brought little children to him that he might touch them. But the disciples rebuked those that brought [them]. [14] But Jesus seeing [it], was indignant, and said to them, Suffer the little children to come to me; forbid them not; for of such is the kingdom of God. [15] Verily I say to you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, shall in no wise enter into it. [16] And having taken them in his arms, having laid his hands on them, he blessed them.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …



“THE PROVING OF YOUR FAITH”

J. Renton 

1 Peter 1: 7, 8 (to “love”) 

It is in mind to say a few words about faith because faith is tested at this moment considering what has happened among us. The Lord appreciates faith, appreciates persons here who have faith. Faith believes and trusts. It would be a challenge to us; can we trust the One who has taken a little one from a household where he was loved? Can we trust Him without seeing, knowing that His way is best (Hymn 335)? We are in the time of the proving of our faith. We need to be assured in the first place that this beloved child’s eternal welfare is assured. The Lord coming into manhood and going into death and rising again, secures the eternal welfare of little children. Matthew 18 would teach us that, the Lord Himself said, “For the Son of man has come to save that which was lost” (Matthew 18: 11). He did not require to seek little children. He said elsewhere, “for the Son of man has come to seek and to save that which is lost”, Luke 19: 10. We, dear brethren, who have come to years of responsibility had to be sought, the Lord sought us, but He did not require to seek this little child. His work avails for little children such as Roland. We need to be assured of that. That same chapter tells us that their angels, the angels of little children, “continually behold the face of my Father who is in the heavens” (Matthew 18: 10), which indicates God’s interest in little children. It says, too, in that chapter, “it is not the will of your Father who is in the heavens that one of these little ones should perish” (Matthew 18: 14). We may be assured, therefore, that no one of these little ones will perish. That is truth which would be light in our souls at this moment. 

The Lord does not explain what He does; if He gave us explanation there would not be the same need for faith; but the Lord does not explain His movements. He acts among us, and sometimes His actions result in sorrow, deep sorrow; but what the Lord appreciates is faith, faith in each one of us, in the parents here, in the relatives, in the local brethren. Does the Lord see faith? This is the time of the proving of our faith. Peter was one himself who understood the Lord’s appreciation of faith. The Lord said to him, “I have besought for thee that thy faith fail not”, Luke 22: 32. Peter failed, but the Lord interceded that his faith would not fail. We may count on the Lord’s intercession at this very moment, beloved brethren, that our faith should not fail, that we should he strong in faith, as Peter himself said, “stedfast in faith”, 1 Peter 5: 9. 

In the previous verse we read, “put to grief by various trials”. The Lord’s people go through a great variety of trials, and this is a very severe grief, “put to grief by various trials, that the proving of your faith ...”. The believer’s sojourn here is the time of the proving of his faith; faith is proved by being sustained in such sorrowful circumstances—“the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which perishes, though it be proved by fire”. Gold is proved by fire, but in comparison with faith gold perishes; faith does not perish. Gold is proved by fire, and the proving of faith is by being put to grief by various trials. This is a time of the proving, and this is what affords such pleasure to the Lord as He looks down. He does not explain His movements but finds believers accepting them, trusting Him, trusting the One who has so acted, because the taking of this child is the Lord’s own action. Oh to be strong in faith, not only for our support, but for the pleasure of God. 

God has pleasure in proving our faith, and seeing the faith of the believer enduring such circumstances. 

So it says, “be found to praise and glory and honour in the revelation of Jesus Christ”. That is future, the meantime is the time of “the proving of your faith”, but in the future it is going to be found to praise and glory and honour. This is not the time for praise and glory and honour, it is the time for the proving of our faith. But as sure as this is the time of the proving of our faith, so in the revelation of Jesus Christ there is going to be found praise and glory and honour. That is our great hope, beloved brethren, in the revelation of Jesus Christ. It says, 

“whom, having not seen, ye love”; that is faith. We have never seen the Lord Jesus; we are going to see Him one day, but we have never yet seen Him. Peter had seen Him, therefore he could not say, ‘whom having not seen, we love’, but he says; “whom, having not seen, ye love”. This is the time of faith; the Lord Himself said, “blessed they who have not seen and have believed”, John 20: 29. Oh the time of faith, the proving of our faith, how important it is! So it says, “whom, having not seen, ye love”; it is like love with faith. Paul speaks in the last two verses of the Epistle to the Ephesians of “love with faith”, which is a beautiful combination. “Peace to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption” 

May we all be supported and strengthened in this time when our faith is tested; faith endures such testings; it is the time of the proving of our faith. May it be so for the Lord’s own pleasure. 

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 1:7-8 (JND) [7] that the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which perishes, though it be proved by fire, be found to praise and glory and honour in [the] revelation of Jesus Christ: [8] whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom [though] not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with [the] glory,

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

Matthew 18:11 (JND) [11] For the Son of man has come to save that which was lost.

Luke 19:10 (JND) [10] for the Son of man has come to seek and to save that which is lost.

Matthew 18:10 (JND) [10] See that ye do not despise one of these little ones; for I say unto you that their angels in [the] heavens continually behold the face of my Father who is in [the] heavens.

Matthew 18:14 (JND) [14] So it is not the will of your Father who is in [the] heavens that one of these little ones should perish.

Luke 22:32 (JND) [32] but *I* have besought for thee that thy faith fail not; and *thou*, when once thou hast been restored, confirm thy brethren.

1 Peter 5:9 (JND) [9] Whom resist, stedfast in faith, knowing that the selfsame sufferings are accomplished in your brotherhood which [is] in [the] world.

John 20:29 (JND) [29] Jesus says to him, Because thou hast seen me thou hast believed: blessed they who have not seen and have believed.



“BE STILL, AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD”

D. T. Pye 

Psalm 22: 9; 46: 1, 10, 11 

We have all been deeply moved by the action of the Lord Jesus that brings us together today, and I think what has impressed us a little since the Lord has acted is the side of a certain innocence that relates to this young one (we would all know that the actual state of innocency ceased at the fall). However, in this babe, though so short a time in this scene, there has been that which is precious in the divine sight. There is so little that a child understands so young, yet I think the statement we have in Psalm 22 is probably the first thing that the child learns, and that is it learns to trust. Maybe there is something in that for us all. Our brother has been speaking about faith, and I think maybe that is what tests us most throughout our lives; there is a great need to trust. Here it is the Lord trusting “upon my mother’s breasts”, that is how it puts it, and that is what a child learns first of all, it learns to trust, learns love there. It learns indeed that special bond which there is between mother and child, and how attractive it is, especially when we think of the blameless side, as we have said, that relates to a child so young. 

Yet the Lord has acted, and maybe it is to draw our attention to the fact of the need of trust with us, and whether it is maintained throughout our lives. You see, if distance comes in it has its effect upon us and we sometimes lose the blessedness of this trust. Persons in Scripture proved that trust; you look at John the apostle; he knew what it was to trust, in the bosom of Jesus; he loved to frequent that area. You know, that is available to us too; you find there is comfort in trusting in Him; there is strength for us to meet the exercises of the path. The Lord Jesus is the One whom John is able to detect in His movements very quickly; you have it in John 21. John is able quickly to recognise that it was the Lord on the shore. Well, I think it is those who have trusted that become quickly aware as to what is proceeding. It is a feature that could profitably be found marking us. 

That is why I read in Psalm 46—it is a different setting I know, it relates more to the land, but there is wonderful comfort in the fact of finding that God is our refuge. I think we have all proved that. We are brought to it time and time again, that in the troubles of life and in the distresses that come upon us He is “a help in distresses, very readily found”; and that is true; we know it from experience. Think of the wonderful care of God towards us. In relation to Israel you find the God who would shepherd them all the way, and in Deuteronomy you have the expression, the “God of Jeshurun, Who rideth upon the heavens to thy help”, and we have that One supporting us; there is a refuge in Him, “And underneath are the eternal arms”, Deuteronomy 33: 26, 27. What comfort there is in proving the refuge there is in God in times of distress and trouble; always there are underneath the eternal arms. That is to bring us through, and to bring us through into the greatness of His thoughts for us, for He would do that. 

So it involves that trust on our part. But, you know, it is a poor thing if we are looking to God only for the sense of refuge—not but what we prove it anyway—but God has more in mind for us. Wonderful it is to prove that refuge and that comfort, but He has so much more in mind for us. I think the sifting process goes on, and it is to develop something that is really, truly formed and substantial in us in our knowledge of Him. That is the great end. It says, “Be still, and know that I am God”. Well, what is our knowledge of God? As long as we are left here in this scene there is scope for our knowledge of God to grow, and I think it is through the testings that it takes place. 

We have been looking just last night at the fact that Hezekiah had a testing; he carried the letter in before God and he got the answer (see 2 Kings 19). David is another one who, when a moment of deep exercise came to him, was able to go in and sit before Jehovah and there his thoughts changed. We need to be enlarged in our knowledge of God. I am sure what has taken place is to draw us more away from the things of this scene and occupy us with our heavenly calling, that we may grow and increase in our knowledge of God. It is a wonderful thing to “Be still, and know that I am God”, to know that He is acting in relation to us, and that He is working out what He will. So you find that He is the One that is exalted; He will be yet exalted among the nations, and He will be exalted in all the earth. But He has something of that place now in the affections of those who love Him. The One who is Jehovah of hosts, the God of Jacob, is the One in whom there is safety. There is rest for us, there is that sure refuge; there is an area where we can grow and increase in our knowledge of Him. 

Well, may the exercises of the present moment yield in the way of comfort for our hearts and the assurance of God’s operations towards us, that He would bring us through to something that would be for His own pleasure and His own joy. There is also to be something for us; maybe that may take time, but let it be that we are trusting in that sure refuge which we have in the God who is well known to us in Jesus’ love. 

Words at the burial of the infant son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Clark, Kirkcaldy
7 October 1982 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 22:9 (JND) [9] But thou art he that took me out of the womb; thou didst make me trust, upon my mother's breasts.

Psalms 46:1-11 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of the sons of Korah. On Alamoth. A song.} God is our refuge and strength, a help in distresses, very readily found. [2] Therefore will we not fear though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the heart of the seas; [3] Though the waters thereof roar [and] foam, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. [4] There is a river the streams whereof make glad the city of God, the sanctuary of the habitations of the Most High. [5] God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her at the dawn of the morning. [6] The nations raged, the kingdoms were moved; he uttered his voice, the earth melted. [7] Jehovah of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our high fortress. Selah. [8] Come, behold the works of Jehovah, what desolations he hath made in the earth: [9] He hath made wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariots in the fire. [10] Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. [11] Jehovah of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our high fortress. Selah.

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

Psalms 46 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of the sons of Korah. On Alamoth. A song.} God is our refuge and strength, a help in distresses, very readily found. [2] Therefore will we not fear though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the heart of the seas; [3] Though the waters thereof roar [and] foam, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. …

Deuteronomy 33:26-27 (JND) [26] There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun, Who rideth upon the heavens to thy help, And in his majesty, upon the clouds. [27] [Thy] refuge is the God of old, And underneath are the eternal arms; And he shall drive out the enemy from before thee, And shall say, Destroy [them]!

2 Kings 19 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when king Hezekiah heard [it], that he rent his garments, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of Jehovah. [2] And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz. [3] And they said to him, Thus says Hezekiah: This day is a day of trouble and of rebuke and of reviling; for the children are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth. …



MY TREASURE

J. Pellatt 

(Matthew 6: 21) 

My heart has found its treasure 

In the Man upon the throne; 

And thrills with purest pleasure 

In the thought, He is my own. 

Upon His face I’m gazing— 

How rapturous is the sight! 

His beauty how amazing, 

In that pure brilliant light! 

There God’s own glory shineth 

In His countenance serene; 

While love with grace combineth— 

To gild that fadeless scene. 

This world has lost its lustre 

In the brightness of that place; 

Earth’s most attractive cluster 

Is pale before His face. 

Himself my heart has captured, 

His beauty charms me there; 

My being, all enraptured, 

Knows bliss without a care. 

Contented thus I’m waiting 

Till faith be lost in sight; 

His presence compensating 

For this world’s darksome night. 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 6:21 (JND) [21] for where thy treasure is, there will be also thy heart.



MUSINGS

“BE VIGILANT”  You may have read a month or two back about the yachtsman whose boat was wrecked in a single-handed round-the-world race. He was only 250 miles from the end of the 6,900 mile Cape Town—Sydney section of the race when, exhausted, he set the automatic steering and settled down for a nap. The wind changed and he was awakened by the crash when the yacht smashed into a rocky island. 

It is like a parable, reminding us of the need for constant watchfulness and vigilance in the Christian course. Whether we have just begun the race, or are farther on in it, we can never afford to relax. We have many examples to warn us. For instance, who would have thought that, after the wonderful experiences with the Lord in John 20, seven of the disciples, led by Peter, would have gone off on that misguided and fruitless fishing expedition? Some of the greatest men in Scripture had sad failures, some of them in their old age. 

Let us ever remember the words of the Lord to the disciples in Gethsemane, “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation”, Matthew 26: 41. We need to watch, to see where the attack is coming from, what the danger is. We need to pray for power and grace to resist the temptation and meet the danger. Peter says, “Be vigilant, watch, Your adversary the devil as a roaring lion walks about seeking whom he may devour. Whom resist, stedfast in faith”, 1 Peter 5: 8, 9. We used to sing at school— 

Principalities and powers, 

Mustering their unseen array, 

Watch for thine unguarded hour 

Watch and pray! 

FCM 

EXTRACTS 

I have got away from grace if I have the slightest doubt or hesitation about God’s love. I shall then be saying, I am unhappy, because I am not what I should like to be. But, dear friends, this is not the question: the real question is, whether God is what we should like Him to be, whether Jesus is all we could wish. If the consciousness of what we are, of what we find in ourselves, has any other effect than, while it humbles us, to increase our adoration of what God is, we are off the ground of pure grace. The immediate effect of such consciousness should be to make our hearts reach out to God and to His grace as abounding over it all. 

J. N. Darby (‘Coll. Wrtgs.’. Vol. 12, p.194) 

In moving about in this world and noting what exists among the saints, what one observes—and one includes oneself—is that we are so unfeeling, and hence there are no tears that can be put into God’s bottle … tears that are fit for God’s bottle are rare. But these tears (Luke 7: 44) were such; they were such as could wash the feet of the Lord. And then her hair is used to wipe His feet; it is the complete devotedness of all that she might treasure for the refreshment of Christ ... Christ was supreme in her heart; He had won a place down there in the very depths of it. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 75, p.16) 

The great mark of having been baptised with the Holy Spirit would be that we should work together harmoniously as members of that body into which He has baptised us. The baptism of the Spirit is not exactly an individual matter; it puts all the saints vitally together in a living organism, and the great evidence of the power of the Spirit is that we function properly as members of the body. To function properly as a member of the body of Christ is morally greater than to work a miracle or speak with tongues. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Luke’s Gospel’, p.53) 

I have referred before now to the three women who were martyred at Wigtown. On their monument it says, ‘They died to maintain the rights of Christ in the assembly’. I do not know that anything more noble could be said of any saint than that. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Luke’s Gospel’, p.242) 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by C. Ellis, Billericay, Essex, England

 


Scripture references

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Matthew 26:41 (JND) [41] Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed [is] ready, but the flesh weak.

1 Peter 5:8-9 (JND) [8] Be vigilant, watch. Your adversary [the] devil as a roaring lion walks about seeking whom he may devour. [9] Whom resist, stedfast in faith, knowing that the selfsame sufferings are accomplished in your brotherhood which [is] in [the] world.

Luke 7:44 (JND) [44] And turning to the woman he said to Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet, but *she* has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair.
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