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THE 'DIP INTO TIME'

John 11: 32-44; 12: 24-32; 20: 16-18

F.C.M. I suppose the Lord's day reading is like a river into which the streams of the impressions we have all received in the morning can flow.  Restfully we can just share those impressions; so what is suggested is just a basis on which we can bring in what we have enjoyed already.  One impression which affected me in our first hymn this morning was the line 'Thy death we deem Our point of severance from this scene' (No 192).  I think we see in these passages we have read that the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, as we are rightly affected by them, form a point at which we say goodbye to the world; they become our point of severance from this scene, so that, as we have read, He draws all unto Him as the centre of another scene, another world, another order of things through death and out of death.  Another impression which entered into hymns and thanksgivings was the divine dip into time.  This gospel brings that wonderfully before us, beginning as it does "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God...  And the Word became flesh" (chap 1: 1,14); that is the dip into time in which the whole mind of God was revealed.  We see this in the passages read, as in chapter 12: "Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say?  Father, save me from this hour.  But on account of this have I come to this hour".  It is the dip into time and what it involved, the depths to which Jesus went as portrayed in chapter 11, His groaning, His tears; He involved Himself in what sin has brought into the universe.  He felt it as no other had done or could do, and not only felt it but went into death to remove it, so that through Him we might find our part with Him in the glorious order of things which is in view in chapter 20 in the word to Mary, to whom indeed the death of Christ had been the point of severance from this scene.  Mary of Magdala's desolate heart could find no rest where Jesus was not; she must have Him.  He finds her and gives her this glorious message: "I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God".  This is just a basis which we can enlarge together and enrich as a variety of impressions flows into this reading.

A.A.B-n.  We are all affected by this flow you speak of.  We think of what it cost the Lord for the first order of man to be completely wound up, and how He felt things.  He tasted death for every thing (see Heb 2: 9).  There was what was for the Lord Himself, but do you think that, as we follow it through to John 20, what He had in mind was the glory of God? 

F.C.M.  Quite so.  So that in the sections read we see that He was always thinking of the Father, the Father's will, the Father's glory.  In each case He speaks of the Father.  In the moment of deep sorrow in John 11 it says "Jesus lifted up his eyes on high and said, Father" - a wonderful link between Christ, you might say, regarding man's lowest point, and the Father in the highest point.  But the most elevated thoughts of the Father's purpose were being secured.  

A.A.B-n.  Do you think the Lord's supper and the sufferings of the Lord would affect us and give us to enter to some extent into these feelings which come into expression in such depth in John 11? 

F.C.M.  Yes.  What was before us in the loaf this morning was, as He said, "my body".  What a contemplation that is, His taking a body, becoming Man!  For the first time on earth there was a Man with true feelings according to God, feelings towards the Father on the one hand, the full appreciation of the Father's will, the Father's glory; but on the other hand the capability infinitely to feel sin and sorrow and grief and death as no other could.  So there is perfection there.  I thought, when we referred to John 4 this morning that every element of the universe of bliss, and every one who shall be in it, is the result of the service of Christ in this dip into time.  Every one of us has been secured and brought through death into this wonderful area where we know our relationships with Him and our part in His assembly and our relations with His Father.

Jas.M.  At the Supper initially does the Lord not come to the conditions in which the people of God are found in the way of sorrow?  We started with Hymn 68:  'O Lord of glory, who couldst leave The height supreme in death to lie'.  It fits in very well with what you are suggesting.

F.C.M.  What a comfort that is!  The Lord's coming to us is very real.  There may be illness, bereavement, problems and burdens of many kinds, and the Lord comes to us as entering into that situation, just as He entered into the problems and despair of those two at the end of Luke's gospel on the way to Emmaus.  Not of course that we would normally assemble as engaged in those conditions, but the Lord knows the burdens and draws near to us to give us the sense that He is with us in the situation in which we are, and presents Himself so that for a brief moment we are comforted in it and lifted out of it in the sense of His coming to us and then taking us with Himself.  

Jas.B.  It is in such circumstances that He says to Martha:  "Did I not say to thee, that if thou shouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?".  That is the end in His coming into such circumstances, is it not? 

F.C.M.  That is right.  What a glorious dip into time this was, involving Himself, sin apart, in all that lay upon the race and upon His own, but having ever in mind what related to the Father and to God.  We had a word last week at the burial of a sister as to the earlier part of this chapter, the Lord's dealings with Martha.  Martha's faith was limited.  She looked forward to the resurrection at the last day.  The Lord says "I am the resurrection and the life" (v 25); that is, as He comes into the situation it is to impart a completely fresh and glorious impression of Himself and of the Father.

R.J.C.  On occasions does He allow these circumstances and allow them to proceed to a certain point so that we might enter in some measure into His feelings that are expressed in this chapter?  Not that we can do so fully, but He allows the exercise here to run to a certain point so that He might gain them and win them over in relation to a resurrection scene.

F.C.M.   I am sure of that.  And what a comfort that is when pressure and sorrow seem prolonged!  These things are not haphazard.  We would have a sense of divine ordering and timing, so that in a more real and fuller way than would otherwise be possible we might reach the divine end in the pressure and sorrow.  

Jas.M.  You referred to chapter 1 where we have the glory of His person, but do you think these two references to the Lord being deeply moved would give us some impression of the reality of His manhood and of the way He entered perfectly into all the circumstances? 

F.C.M.  That affected me very much this morning, the reference a brother made to 'the dip into time'.  Think of God "from eternity to eternity", He Himself and His thoughts and His purposes unchanging, but to effect them a divine Person whom we know as the Son, our Lord Jesus, has come down in time in the likeness of men, has humbled Himself, becoming obedient even unto death (see Phil 2: 8).  These things are familiar to us, but I would that the profundity and reality of them might lay hold of us more.  As they do we shall be more available to be drawn to Him as the centre of another world.

J.S.  In Exodus Jehovah says "I have seen... the affliction of my people...  I know their sorrows.  And I am come down", chap 3: 7,8.

F.C.M.  He came down for their extrication out of the world of their sorrow and bondage and pressure.  As Moses said in the song in Exodus 15:  "Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance...  The Sanctuary, Lord, that thy hands have prepared" (v 17).  That is the object in view, and yet in compassion and power He comes to us in the scene of our sorrow and bondage.  Bondage enters into this because John 11 was the bondage of death, and I feel that this should appeal to us because it may be that some of us are lingering in the area out of which Christ has died.  The word as to Lazarus was "Loose him and let him go".  The Lord's great concern was his liberation, and He wants us all liberated from every element of the world and death and corruption, for His world, which opens up in chapter 12.

J.S.  "Let my son go, that he may serve me" (Exod 4: 23): is it the great thought of the service of God that is in mind and persons liberated for that end? 

F.C.M.  Exactly, that helps very much.

H.F.  Do you think this dip into time should become more profound to us?  "From eternity to eternity" comes into several Psalms, and the Levites of whom you were speaking yesterday say in Nehemiah 9:  "Stand up, bless Jehovah your God from eternity to eternity" (v 5).  Do you think that in our day, with the dip into time having become a reality, it should be the more profound to us and that the response should likewise be more profound? 

F.C.M.  I do indeed.  I would trust the consideration of these scriptures might deepen our sense of what is in the divine mind in this dip into time - divine grace, mercy, love and power and every other resource coming in in Jesus to extricate us for the realm of divine purpose.  In passing we might mention that series of readings in Ephesians which has that title, "Eternity to Eternity", meetings in Bristol in 1931 (see J.T., Vol.33).  It is a rich collection of ministry which we would commend to all.

R.J.C.  You mentioned our point of severance from this scene.  Would the scene in John's gospel involve what is merely formal and external and religious?  His death would free us, sever us, from that also.  The Lord is characteristically moving away from what is formal and in relation to what is heavenly, is He not, in John's gospel? 

F.C.M.  Yes.  You get that at the very threshold of this gospel: "He came to his own, and his own received him not; but as many as received him... ", chap 1: 11,12.  In John 13 you have the same expression:  "having loved his own" (v 1).  That is the real thing.  I do feel we should check up on these things.  Have I received him?  If so, His death will be the point of my severance from this scene which cast Him out.  May we reach these convictions in love to Christ and subjection to Him, points of moral decision, one world closed up and another world opening up.

A.A.B-n.  It has been said that in John's gospel the Lord was rejected from the outset.  Do you think we have to come to it that that is the world and it has rejected Christ?  We can know nothing really of the liberty which God has in his heart for us without entering into the ending of the first order completely and absolutely before God.

F.C.M.  I think that is most important.  The whole thing is exposed here.  Martha resists that.  The Lord says "Take away the stone.  Martha, the sister of the dead, says to him, Lord, he stinks already, for he is four days there".  Then comes the reference to the glory of God.  "They took therefore the stone away".   It is not only death but corruption.  The death of Christ exposes for us the depth of corruption in oneself in the flesh, and in the world.  We need to feel that in some measure in the light of Christ's feelings, His weeping, His being deeply moved.  The footnote to verse 33 is very affecting:  'inward feeling (in spirit) produced by the deep pain caused by seeing the power of death over the human spirit'.  We need to contemplate the feelings of Jesus.  Those feelings can thus in measure, by the Spirit, become my judgment as to the flesh, as to sin, and as to the world.

J.S.  The Lord waited for two days before He made any move.  Do you think it is to help us to come to a real judgment as to things?  We are very superficial at times, are we not?  If we had a real sense of the Lord's feelings as to the bondage and corruption in us, we would appreciate the line of liberty that He has brought in through His death.

F.C.M.  I am sure we would.  And should it not affect us that our Lord (each of us, I trust, can say 'My Lord') suffered thus in spirit and soul, and later that there were His infinite sufferings at the cross?  This is intended to affect me, that it cost my Saviour all this in this dip into time, to take all these dread matters upon Himself, sin and sins, and death, all that the flesh is, in order that a way might be made through death, and out of it, into the scene of which He is the centre.  May these things not leave us unmoved, and may they bring us to say that His death is our point of severance from this scene.  Then we are liberated and let go.

Jas.M.  According to Peter's second epistle the believer is regarded as being made partaker of the divine nature "having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust", chap 1: 4.  Would that help us to be in this of which you are speaking? 

F.C.M.   I am sure it would.  What a contrast it is, the corruption in the world and partaking of the divine nature!  I suppose the holy scene at the beginning of John 12, "There therefore they made him a supper" (v 2).  is all in accordance with the divine nature.  They could minister to the comfort of Christ.  He was the centre of that sphere.  So we are to serve one another in this relation; "Jesus says to them, Loose him and let him go".

T.R.  Not only is death overcome but corruption enters into this chapter.  Is there complete victory in mind here? 

F.C.M.  Yes.  He has "brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings", 2 Tim 1: 10.  What a marvellous thing it is that we are brought into what is incorruptible!  It would involve new creation.  These are magnificent things that God secures, such is the death of Christ and the effectiveness of His work, an order of things entirely free from sin, new creation; it has had no sinful history, although individually we have had.  "So if any one be in Christ, there is a new creation...  all things have become new:  and all things are of the God who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ", 2 Cor 5: 17,18.

J.M.  Corruption and weakness would be a painful reminder to us as to how real it is.  Do you think Mary herself had some instinctive sense of what Christ's death meant, and that that produced fragrance? 

F.C.M.  That is very helpful indeed.  In verse 3 of chapter 12 it says, "having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard".  That is incorruptible, is it not?  It is fine to see the thing followed through, and in Bethany you are brought into an area of incorrupt ion.

As to chapter 12 I was thinking of the reference in the opening hymn (No.57) to verse 24:  "Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit".  This is another aspect of the dip into time, the Lord Jesus as "the grain of wheat", all the immense potentiality of life inherent in Him.  He goes into death and the result is the bearing of much fruit essentially of His own order.  This was surely one of the immense objectives of the dip into time.

R.J.C.  I wondered if the grain of wheat falling into the ground would be a specific action and involve these specific movements that have entered into the operations of divine Persons in this dip into time.  There was nothing haphazard.  It was a specific movement, was it not? 

F.C.M.  Quite so, especially as presented in John's gospel: "Jesus therefore went forth", chap 19: 5.  It was the appointed time; He held the initiative, and He went into death.  He says "I lay down my life...  No one takes it from me...  I have received this commandment of my Father", John 10: 17,18.  We could hardly contemplate anything morally greater than what it says here:  "Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die"; it is the lowest point to which He went, but out of it has come much fruit.  We can say that everything for God is the product of the death of Christ.

R.J.C.  It says of the Lord, "knowing...  that he came out from God and was going to God" (John 13: 3); that would be involved in this dip into time, coming from God and going to God, and this is on the way to God.  He is gathering everything up on His way back.

F.C.M.  Yes indeed.  John's gospel is full of this kind of suggestion.  What follows that in chapter 13 is His washing the feet of the disciples.  What a lowly, gracious act ion, part of the dip into time, that we might have part with Him both in testimony here and as with Him in a glorious eternal order of thing s.

A.A.B -n.  As out of death does He become a point of attraction for the children of God scattered abroad (see John 11: 52), a point of attraction for everything in this new creation, this new generation, this new world?  We often say that the principle in Christianity is life out of death, but perhaps our acceptance of that takes time.

F.C.M.  I am sure it does.  I am sure there is no one here but would admit we could do with more help as to it.  I am thinking of verse 25.  This is the application of the truth of verse 24, the grain of wheat falling into the ground and dying:  "He that loves his life shall lose it, and he that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal.  If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be my servant".  This brings the question right to my door.  We are not to regard this as something arbitrary and harsh.  As we think of Mary in chapter 20 we see one who would hate her life in this world.  She could not contemplate living in this world without Jesus.  We should not be able to contemplate living without Jesus, finding our home and our life in the world which has cast Him out.  You could not think of Mary of Magdala doing any such thing.  His death was her point of severance from this scene.  I am sure the Lord would help us progressively and increasingly to hate our life here, but "he that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal".

A.A.B-n.  It is often said that in John we do not have the assembly as such but the personnel.  When we gather on Lord's day morning, do we look upon one another as having arrived at this?  I had the impression this morning that very quickly we moved into this new and living area of things.

F.C.M.  And the Lord says to the Father in this gospel: "the men whom thou gavest me out of the world", chap 17: 6.  These things ought to weigh with us.  They involve cost, they involve saying 'no' to certain things, but they open the door to what is infinitely rich and blessed, "out of the world".

Jas.B.  He also says "they are not of the world, as I am not of the world" (vv 14,16).  Would that be a tremendous impetus to us to sever our links with this world? "

F.C.M.  Quite so.  In the divine view this is true of us, but may I answer to it.  If I have worldly tendencies or tastes, or if anything of the world is attaching to me or my circumstances, let it bear upon me that the Lord says of His own "they are not of the world, as I am not of the world".  And Mary of Magdala is an example, a lonely, desolate, weeping woman, because she was in a world without Jesus, and it was a wilderness to her but the Lord found her.

J.S.  The world is intended to be just a place of testing and proving, is it not?  The Lord also says in John 17 "I do not demand that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them out of evil" (v 15).  It is not intended to be a place where we settle down but rather a place where there is divine formation, a proving-ground, do you think? 

F.C.M.  Yes indeed; and I think increasingly we should realise it.  The Lord is very gracious and we would not give any impression of what is harsh or arbitrary to our young people.  I remember when I was a boy a local brother saying as we walked along the street (his own little girl was also with him), You should be able to say, Lord Jesus, I love thee better than my toys, I love thee better than my dolls.  It was very simple but it left an impression on me.  When we are young there are certain things it is perfectly legitimate to enjoy, but  may the Lord Jesus increasingly become greater to us than anything else.  When we reach the age we were speaking of yesterday, when we answer to our baptism, around the age of twelve, this reckoning should become more and more definite.  The Lord’s supper should represent something very attractive, on the one hand His committal to us, but  on the other our committal to His death and to Himself, so that we deem His death our point of severance from this scene, and our point of entrance into another scene.

A.A.B-n.  Otherwise, I suppose, the thing just becomes legal.  But when we are committed to His death it is real and effectual, resultful.  We experience 'The new creation's stainless joy' (Hymn 81) and are attracted from this world to another, a world of life in which we are free.  The Lord says "I am come that they might have life, and might have it abundantly", John 10: 10.   It is like the "much fruit" here, what there is in life for God out of the death of Christ.

F.C.M.   Exactly; life abundantly.  And He says He leaves His peace with us and He gives His joy to us (see John 14: 27; 15: 11).  What rich compensation there is!  None of us would pretend that the Christian's path is easy.  That is why it speaks of enduring and persevering and overcoming.  But there is abundant divine grace and recompense.

Verse 27 of chapter 12 should bear upon us: “Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say?  Father save me from this hour.  But on account of this have I come to this hour.  Fat her, glorify thy name".  It is His holy feelings, His right feelings as Man, feeling the full meaning and impact of what lay immediately before Him, but all submitted to the Father's will and accepting the point and the purpose and the object for which He had come to this dread hour, He goes forward.

J.B.  Should we see that what we are going on with here is something that is of eternity itself?  Our point of severance from this scene, as you have been saying, relates us to another world, but it is not another world which is bounded by the limits of this world.  It is one that is without beginning and without end but it is difficult for us to grasp that.  Could you say something to help us as to that? 

F.C.M.   It will be displayed in the world to come the millennium, and of course it will fill eternity; now it is enjoyed individually in our relations with the Lord Jesus, with the Spirit, with the Father, and in the assembly, although John does not speak specifically of that.  But we are brought now into the enjoyment of the richest things.  "We have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father", John 1: 14.  Now these are the greatest things, presented to us in Christ in His relations with His Father and enter ed into in the power of the Spirit.  These things are not foreign to us.  We come together and are conscious of touching them and enjoying them and of their life and power and superiority.

J.B.  Would it be right to say that God had an object in His dip into time?  I was thinking of "if it die, it bears much fruit".  That is not only for our benefit; it is for God's benefit and that is in fact what Jesus came into time to secure.

F.C.M.  It is supremely the Father's will.  "On account of this have I come to this hour.  Father, glorify thy name".  It is like the ark with the tables of stone in it, the whole scope of the will of God.  The hymn (No.39) says, 'God's will in its vastness Thou lovedst and earnest as Man it to do'.  That was His motive and object.

Jas.M.  Verse 24 would be a present answer.  We love to think of what the Lord will come into in the world to come.  But this is not 'will bear much fruit' but "bears much fruit", a present matter.

F.C.M.  That is very helpful.  This should attract us, the privilege of affording a present answer to Christ, an answer to the Father in fruitfulness.

R.J.C.  Is there the suggestion that we are after His own order, His own kind, so we have a link with that Man?  He is the great sun and centre of that world and everyone is in orbit in relation to Him.  If we are not livingly attached to Him we shall be out of orbit.

F.C.M.  Yes, I always appreciated that illustration.  Mr Raven said John's gospel is astronomical, Christ the centre and those who are in orbit in relation to Him (see Vol.17, p.24).  That sums up, I think, what has been before us.  You are severed from one order of things where we were in orbit in relation to the world and the god of this world and our own wills and now we are attached to Christ, the centre of another system.

R.J.C.  I wondered whether 1 Corinthians 15 would fit in: "such as the heavenly one, such also the heavenly ones" (v.48); they are after His own kind.

F.C.M.  Each one with its own glory.  How infinitely superior these things are to the wretchedness and corruption of the world and its selfishness, to be in a system which is centred in Christ for the Father's pleasure.

In John 20 we have this desolate woman.  You would not need to say to Mary "Love not the world, nor the things in the world", 1 John 2: 15.  She would say, That place has no attraction for me because I want my Lord.  It is affection for Christ that would keep us out of what is not in accord with Him.  Then the Lord speaks of His ascension, which would mean the opening up of a new and eternal order of things subsisting in Himself not only risen but ascended.

H.F.  Mary might have been surprised if she had been told she was hating her own life, but it was her love for the Lord, her complete need of Him, that found her doing this.  It was hardly even counting the cost, in a sense; it was just that she must have Him.  For us it may mean coming to it to hate our own lives, but following Him and serving Him would be a wonderful way of doing that.

F.C.M.  Paul says "for me to live is Christ", Phil 1: 21.  What that meant for Paul!  He finishes up a prisoner (his richest epistles come from prison), but he says "I have learnt in those circumstances in which I am, to be satisfied in myself ", Phil 4: 11.  He was not bemoaning his lot or the hardness of his fate.  "Rejoice in the Lord al ways:  again I will say, Rejoice" (v 4).  He had lost his life but he had found it abundantly.  

A.A.B-n.  Is what is eternal connected with the sphere of ascension? 

F.C.M.  Yes.  We have had the dip into time and now we have the end and result of the dip into time.  The end of divine operations in time is looked forward to in 1 Corinthians 15:  "Then the end" (v 24).  There will be a new heaven and a new earth.  But we see now the end of His pathway of humiliation, sorrow and suffering, and the opening up of another world in which men have part with Christ in relation to His Father and His God.  This was never known before, nor could it be, nor will any other family but the assembly enter into its precious fulness.  I think we should have a sense of the rich and exclusive and unique blessings set before us as belonging to Christ in this period in which we are.

J.S.  Would it be right to say that the purpose and counsel of God is complete?  Would that chapter in Corinthians be the end of the ways of God, when everything is subjected to Christ and handed over? 

F.C.M.  The Lord says "I go to prepare you a place" (John 14: 2); that place is as prepared and ready now as it will be in eternity.  We sing, 'Eternity's begun' (Hymn 94).  What we entered into this morning after the Supper was eternity in its precious elements, the very thing we shall actually enjoy eternally entered into in spirit now.

A.A.B-n.  The Spirit as the "earnest of our inheritance" (Eph 1: 14) would give us now an appreciation of what is eternal.  In Christendom it is largely put off to a future time, but should we be exercised to provide an answer to God's heart at this moment? 

F.C.M.  Is it not striking that although the Spirit could not be given until Christ was glorified, in pattern the Lord gives the Spirit immediately in chapter 20?  "And having said this, he breathed into them, and says to them, Receive the Holy Spirit".  That was largely, I suppose, in view of their testimony here, but it foreshadows what lay just a few weeks ahead, the actual incoming of the Spirit.  There is thus power and life for us to have our part in liberty, joy and intelligence in this realm which involves ascension and what is eternal in character, "my Father and your Father...  my God and your God".

A.A.B-n.  Would you say something as to this which is given to Mary.  There is something distinctive in the present dispensation, God known as Father, and God made known in the glory of His Being.  When Moses says in Psalm 90 "from eternity to eternity thou art God" (v 2), that would be what he had arrived at, do you think? 

F.C.M.  Wonderful relationships are opened up here, fruit of the grain of wheat falling into the ground and dying.  "Go to my brethren", those of His own order, "and say to them, I ascend".  What a majestic statement!  Who else could say it?  He ascends in His own right, "to my Father".  The Lord did not stop there; He adds "and your Father".  How wonderful to be brought into the conscious joy of our relationship with the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  We can say to Him, Father.  Then the final and greatest thing is His God and our God.  So that we know God in that wondrous name of revelation:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Paul says "If God be for us" (Rom 8: 31), and no doubt that would involve God in all that He is, known to us in relationship and toward us in His nature and in all His attributes.  What it means to God to be made known, to be declared, no longer in thick darkness but made known in the glory and fulness of the declaration and gloriously responded to in the assembly.

A.G. In verse 18 it says "Mary of Magdala comes bringing word to the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had said these things to her".  It was a wonderful message, and she brought it to the disciples.  It was not lost.

F.C.M.  That is the principle of any ministry or service.  Someone has an impression of the Lord, and that has to be imparted, set in circulation, so that others may share in it and get the gain of it.  
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"OCCUPY TlLL I COME" (Gospel address)

F.E.Raven 

Luke 19: 1-27

We find constantly in the gospels that the Lord Jesus Christ did and said things that were quite unexpected.  He was not a minister of the order of this world - ministers now form part of this world's organisation, and though they may speak a certain amount of truth, they speak according to the order of the world, though this may not always be detected.  The Lord did not speak according to this world.  He said "I am not of this world", John 8: 23.

Now, in regard to the passage read, no one would have expected Christ to say to Zaccheus when he was in the sycamore tree, "make  haste and come down, for to-day I must abide at thy house".  In fact the people said that He was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner, but the Lord says "The Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost".  People perhaps apprehend more readily that they are guilty than lost, but the Son of man takes up more prominently the point that we are lost.  Jesus says "This day is salvation come to this house".  Síalvation is correlative with being lost, not with being guilty. Righteousness meets the question of guilt, as far as I understand Scripture, but salvation is for the lost.  It is difficult to convey to people the meaning of the word 'lost' in its present application.  It is akin to perished.  The same expression is used with regard to  little children in Matthew 18:  "The Son of man has come to save that which was lost" (v 11).

If you can conceive of the earth removed from the effect and influence of the sun it would be lost like a wandering star, it must go to destruction.  That was really the position of Israel when Christ came.  They were outside of all moral rule.  Christ came to take up a certain position in relation to Israel but they were outside all real moral influence.  The Jew in general did not accept the salvation and so became "twice dead", Jude 12.

I want to speak now in a wider way.  The world was lost even more evidently than Israel, sunk in idolatry and debasement when the gospel came to it.  Even the cultivated part of it was outside all divine rule.  But as we read in Acts 28: 28, in Christ salvation had come to the gentiles.  In the fact of the One whom God has appointed as Mediator, the gentiles are found, if you can understand me.  Simeon spoke of Christ as a "light for revelation of the Gentiles"; that is, they are brought into the light by the gospel.  It is another matter how far they accept the gospel.  It might be said of the gentiles as of Zaccheus: "To-day is salvation come to this house"; salvation has come to the gentiles to provoke Israel to jealousy.  Christ is the Mediator between God and men; this is universal in its bearing, toward all, so the position of the gentiles is changed as regards God.  It is a great thing to come into salvation but a terrible thing to be lost, to be outside of all sense of Christ, outside of all divine influence.

Christ, as being Head of every man, is the test of every man at this time and all are under responsibility to hear Him.  How do you stand in regard to Christ?  It is as important for you as for me.  Salvation had come to Zaccheus whether he accepted it or not; all was bound up in the One who came to seek and to save.  No one could have got the benefit of it had it not come.  All are responsible with regard to Christ.  The salvation has come in Him, and the world has come into the divine view.  It is a terrible thing for a man to be insensible to all divine influence; there is nothing more dreadful.  In the case of an unruly child in a household, or an insubject member in a company, there must be confusion.  Even passing along the streets one is made conscious of man's dreadful state as outside of divine rule, proud and arrogant, scarcely tolerating a word of warning as regards God because under the debasing, hardening power of Satan.  But Christ came to bring salvation to the gentiles, so that individually they might avail themselves of that salvation.  But there are plenty of nominal Christians who are morally not much better than beasts, whose language is virtually, "Let us eat and drink; for tomorrow we die".  They have no idea that salvation is come to the gentiles.

You know how you stand in relation to your parents or to your employers, but how do you stand in relation to God?  It is possible for the most debased and most ignorant to stand now in relation to God, because salvation has come to the gentiles.  How important for the young to be assured of standing in relation to Christ, to believe in Him, and thus to come out of darkness into His marvellous light.  People may not deny that there is a God, but there is nothing in the mere admission, for the devils believe and tremble.

The apostle Paul preached that men should repent and believe the gospel.  The gospel presents great riches.  A man may make a fortune here, but he wants "durable riches" in view of the hour of dissolution.  You want to be "rich toward God".  God's riches are good for time and for eternity.  You may be rich in the knowledge of God's blessing, and this is open to all, for He would have all men to be saved.

Now another point.  In the parable I have read (see v 11), there are two classes contemplated.  What the Lord says here was again quite unexpected.  "They thought that the kingdom of God should immediately appear".  And indeed, all is prepared, and it is possible for it to be manifested at any moment.  But all was to be taken up in resurrection, and the Lord spoke of going into a "far country"; in fact He was going to heaven, but He was to return.

Two classes are spoken of: servants and citizens.  There is no doubt the citizens were the Jews who said "We will not have this man to reign over us".  But now, how about the servants?  All here are in that place; there are three typical servants in the parable and they include all here tonight.  All here profess to be Christians, and every servant has responsibility in regard of trading.  Two traded with their Lord's money, but one did not trade with his pound.  I do not think the pound is gift; it is rather the good which Christ has brought and left here.  He came to declare God, and faith and hope and God's favour and blessing are made known.  We all have a pound.  I may ask, Is your Christianity a dress put on for Sunday and put off on Monday?  It is intended to be interwoven into the fabric of your life and being.  That is trading with what Christ has left.  In my daily business it will work out in righteousness, and in my family it is more seen in the way of piety and holiness.

The Christianity of the many today answers to the servant who buried his Lord's pound.  Professing Christianity is a very solemn thing; very many would be offended at not being called Christians, but Christianity is not woven into their daily life.  Grace and truth are to be interwoven in the daily life.  We are to walk in the light of grace, which teaches us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should walk soberly, righteously and godly in this present world.  This takes in all the relationships of life.  Christ has left the pound with us that we may trade with it before He comes again.  Many professed Christians are like butterflies, with but little heart or Christian conscience, with lack of moral backbone.  They call what should instruct and nourish them dry.  The truth is that people need what Christ brought, and if they knew it, it would affect them in all the detail of life.

Are you burying your pound, and yet you are not perhaps irreligious?  But you are not in the gain of what Christ brought.  The Lord will enter into reckoning with all, and what you have will be taken away if you have not traded with it.

 

(Some Scripture quotations are from the Authorised Version).

 

 


Scripture references

John 11:32-44 (JND) [32] Mary therefore, when she came where Jesus was, seeing him, fell at his feet, saying to him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. [33] Jesus therefore, when he saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, was deeply moved in spirit, and was troubled, [34] and said, Where have ye put him? They say to him, Lord, come and see. [35] Jesus wept. [36] The Jews therefore said, Behold how he loved him! [37] And some of them said, Could not this [man], who has opened the eyes of the blind [man], have caused that this [man] also should not have died? [38] Jesus therefore, again deeply moved in himself, comes to the tomb. Now it was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. [39] Jesus says, Take away the stone. Martha, the sister of the dead, says to him, Lord, he stinks already, for he is four days [there]. [40] Jesus says to her, Did I not say to thee, that if thou shouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? [41] They took therefore the stone away. And Jesus lifted up his eyes on high and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me; [42] but I knew that thou always hearest me; but on account of the crowd who stand around I have said [it], that they may believe that thou hast sent me. [43] And having said this, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. …

John 12:24-32 (JND) [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit. [25] He that loves his life shall lose it, and he that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal. [26] If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be *my* servant. [And] if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour. [27] Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour. But on account of this have I come to this hour. [28] Father, glorify thy name. There came therefore a voice out of heaven, I both have glorified and will glorify [it] again. [29] The crowd therefore, which stood [there] and heard [it], said that it had thundered. Others said, An angel has spoken to him. [30] Jesus answered and said, Not on my account has this voice come, but on yours. [31] Now is [the] judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out: [32] and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me.

John 20:16-18 (JND) [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher. [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God. [18] Mary of Magdala comes bringing word to the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and [that] he had said these things to her.

Hebrews 2:9 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.

Hebrews 2:9 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Exodus 15 (JND) [1] Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. [2] My strength and song is Jah, and he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father's God, and I will extol him. [3] Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name. …

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

Exodus 4:23 (JND) [23] And I say to thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me. And if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill thy son, thy firstborn.

Nehemiah 9 (JND) [1] And on the twenty-fourth day of this month the children of Israel were assembled with fasting, and with sackclothes, and earth upon them. [2] And the seed of Israel separated themselves from all foreigners, and stood and confessed their sins, and the iniquities of their fathers. [3] And they stood up in their place, and read in the book of the law of Jehovah their God a fourth part of the day; and a fourth part they confessed, and worshipped Jehovah their God. …

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

2 Timothy 1:10 (JND) [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings;

2 Corinthians 5:17-18 (JND) [17] So if any one [be] in Christ, [there is] a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new: [18] and all things [are] of the God who has reconciled us to himself by [Jesus] Christ, and given to us the ministry of that reconciliation:

John 10:17-18 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again. [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

John 13:3 (JND) [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God,

John 11:52 (JND) [52] and not for the nation only, but that he should also gather together into one the children of God who were scattered abroad.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 10:10 (JND) [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly.

John 14:27 (JND) [27] I leave peace with you; I give *my* peace to you: not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it fear.

John 15:11 (JND) [11] I have spoken these things to you that my joy may be in you, and your joy be full.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

1 John 2:15 (JND) [15] Love not the world, nor the things in the world. If any one love the world, the love of the Father is not in him;

Philippians 1:21 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain;

Philippians 4:11 (JND) [11] Not that I speak as regards privation, for as to me *I* have learnt in those circumstances in which I am, to be satisfied in myself.

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

John 14:2 (JND) [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place;

Ephesians 1:14 (JND) [14] who is [the] earnest of our inheritance to the redemption of the acquired possession to [the] praise of his glory.

Psalms 90 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.} Lord, *thou* hast been our dwelling-place in all generations. [2] Before the mountains were brought forth, and thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from eternity to eternity thou art God. [3] Thou makest [mortal] man to return to dust, and sayest, Return, children of men. …

Romans 8:31 (JND) [31] What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who against us?

Luke 19:1-27 (JND) [1] And he entered and passed through Jericho. [2] And behold, [there was] a man by name called Zacchaeus, and he was chief tax-gatherer, and he was rich. [3] And he sought to see Jesus who he was: and he could not for the crowd, because he was little in stature. [4] And running on before, he got up into a sycamore that he might see him, for he was going to pass that [way]. [5] And when he came up to the place, Jesus looked up and saw him, and said to him, Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for to-day I must remain in thy house. [6] And he made haste and came down, and received him with joy. [7] And all murmured when they saw [it], saying, He has turned in to lodge with a sinful man. [8] But Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor, and if I have taken anything from any man by false accusation, I return [him] fourfold. [9] And Jesus said to him, To-day salvation is come to this house, inasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham; [10] for the Son of man has come to seek and to save that which is lost. [11] But as they were listening to these things, he added and spake a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem and they thought that the kingdom of God was about to be immediately manifested. [12] He said therefore, A certain high-born man went to a distant country to receive for himself a kingdom and return. …

John 8:23 (JND) [23] And he said to them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above. Ye are of this world; I am not of this world.

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

Jude 1:12 (JND) [12] These are spots in your love-feasts, feasting together [with you] without fear, pasturing themselves; clouds without water, carried along by [the] winds; autumnal trees, without fruit, twice dead, rooted up;

Acts 28:28 (JND) [28] Be it known to you therefore, that this salvation of God has been sent to the nations; *they* also will hear [it].



THE SECRET OF HIS PRESENCE


A.A.Bellamy

Psalm 31: 19 -2 1; John 17: 24-26; Colossians 3: 4; 1 John 3: 1-3

It always helps us to consider what draws out the exclamations of godly persons.  We have many exclamations in the Book of Psalms, indeed throughout Scripture.  These exclamations help us, denoting what is spontaneous in the person.  In the Psalm from which I have read we have an exclamation celebrating the goodness of God and referring to what God has laid up for them that fear Him.  It is comparable to such a reference as Paul makes to things that God has prepared for them that love Him (see 1 Cor 2: 9), persons who are called according to His purpose, in whose hearts the love of God is shed abroad by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us.  But not only is His love shed abroad there, but such are persons who love Him.  He has many of them - thousands, He says, of them that love me; David doubtless was among them. He is speaking here of what God has laid up, not already, so to speak, dispensed but laid up, kept; it may be a reference again to His purpose.  We have often noted in Luke 15 that in dispensing his substance the father did not dispense everything, there is what was held in reserve.  Wonderful things God has kept in that sense, kept for the present time, kept for this dispensation.  The truth of the mystery as confided to Paul and by Paul in his ministry to us, dear brethren, is something which God laid up in His goodness for the sons of men.  It is now part of the testimony, part of the great unfolding of the mind of God involving the purpose of His love.  Are we interested in these things?  Where are they to be known?  Where can we get a better understanding of them?  Where indeed?  God has provided so that we get a better understanding and appreciation of what He has laid up for them that fear Him and what He has wrought for them that trust in Him.  God has furnished an environment where these things can be looked into, where we can absorb them and be affected by them.  What He has provided is nothing less than His own presence.

So David speaks of persons who are kept and concealed in the secret of His presence.  What do we know of the presence of God?  One of the commonest things in our experience is to be present at a meeting, a holy convocation; thank God for every one of them!  Some of us have been at a good many in our time.  In a year how many meetings have you been to - in ten years, in fifteen years, or fifty years?  Do you think of these occasions as the secret of His presence?  Some would like to have it all for themselves at home; God would not deprive you of His presence in that sense, but the secret of His presence involves our being gathered together unto His Name - "there am I in the midst of them", Matt 18: 20.  The disciples were in the presence of Jesus day by day, involving experience, in the days of His flesh.  It has been said that if we do not understand how Christ was among His disciples we can hardly understand how He is in the assembly.  It is a wonderful thing to consider how He was among His disciples, how they were in the secret of His presence.  They sought His presence.  At times they were exercised; there were those who went up the mountain to get the gain of the Lord's teaching;  that  involved exercise.  They sought Him and they found Him.  The secret of His presence is a wonderful provision.  David says "Thou keepest them. concealed in the secret of thy presence"; not only His presence but the secret of it.  We see the disciples in His presence in the synoptic gospels; we see them in the secret of His presence in John's gospel.  What unfoldings there were!  What depths!  "Even the depths of God", Paul says, 1 Cor 2: 10.  These things are worthwhile; we have to lay ourselves out for them and to put ourselves in the way of getting them.  Are we content that He should conceal us?  We have not always been, alas!  The great thought is the secret of His presence and to be concealed there, not to figure in any public way whatsoever, in any religious way, but kept in the secret of His presence from the conspiracies of man.  This is David writing from His experience, David who had the experience of the rising up of Absalom; he knew what the conspiracies of man were.   I think we do too.  The great thing, dear brethren, is to be concealed in the secret of His presence; it is a place of power.  The Lord would draw us more and more apart from the whole course of things here in this world - religious, political, perhaps especially political - all connected with the conspiracies of man which are antichristian in their moral character, totally antichristian.  Oh! to know more of the secret of His presence and to be hidden from the strife of tongues. "Conspiracies of man", I think, are political; "the strife of tongues" is what is merely religious; and where the truth is held we may expect conflict.  Paul's ministry in the Acts shows what the strife of tongues was in the area of religious opposition as he brought the testimony into one city after another; that is what arose, strife of tongues.

Well, David is saying here that there is a hiding place from that.  I think Paul knew it, he knew what it was to be apart from all question of the conflict just to be in the presence of Jesus.  Do we know it?  Do we value it?  In Moses was a man who valued the presence of God, who would never think of going out of it.  Some have gone out of it; Cain was the first, to go out from the presence of Jehovah, and many have since.  But Moses says "If thy presence do not go, bring us not up hence", Exod 33: 15.  These are real matters, wonderful matters, for which we increasingly need to set ourselves so that we may be preserved a great people, not in the public eye because the world knows us not.  There is a certain mystery about the people of God.  Why is that?  Is it just that they are peculiar and aloof?  No, it is not; none should be more available, more approachable.  Why is it then that they are different?  "Thus is every one that is born of the Spirit", the Lord says (John 3: 8), referring to certain characteristics in persons.  They are like the wind, it blows where it will; we hear the sound but we do not know whence it comes or whither it goes; so is every one born of the Spirit.  That is why the people of God are different.

In John's gospel we see the Lord's desire to have His own with Him; in an extraordinary way He would show us that His desire is that we might be with Him.  For instance, He says "If any one serve me, let him follow me, and where I am, there also shall be my servant", chap 12: 26.  It is a great point in the Lord's mind to have one who would serve Him, follow Him, that he might be with Him.  Perhaps we have not thought about it from His side; we want to be with Him, but then He wants us to be with Him.  He says "I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me", Rev 3: 20.  'With Me' is the guiding light in John's gospel, not only individually but collectively.  In chapter 14 it is the Lord's great desire that where He is we might be with Him.  Again in chapter 17.  Oh!  John 17 is the secret of His presence.  The Lord addressing the Father expresses His desires, culminating, as to those that the Father had given Him, in this thought that "where I am they also may be with me".  In what He has said to the Father He has referred to those whom the Father had given Him; many things He has said about them, and it is very affecting to see how He comes back to it here:  "Father, as to those whom thou hast given me" - it is an added thought about them - "I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory".  It is another feature of the secret of His presence that we behold His glory.  It begins, I think, in chapter 13 when the traitor had gone out "Now is the Son of man glorified" (v 31).

Well, it was the Lord's desire that we should be with Him to behold His glory which the Father had given Him.  It is one of the many things that the Father had given to Christ; "The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand", John 3: 35.  Could we enumerate those things?  We have some of them in John 17, things that the Father had given to the Son - authority over all flesh, "that as to all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal" (v 2), is one of the things that the Father has given to the Son.  And the words that the Father gave to Him: "for the words which thou hast given me I have given them, and they have received them" (v 8).  What a range of the most wonderful things there are that the Father has given to Christ!  The very words, and He has given them to us.  And the glory, He says:  "And the glory which thou hast given me I have given them" (v 22).  That is another thing that the Father had given to Him: "the glory which thou hast given me I have given them, that they may be one, as we are one".  These are the things that impress us, beloved, in the secret of His presence.  We might say what is that for? what has it in mind?  If the Lord is extending these wonderful things and making them known to certain whom He keeps concealed in the secret of His presence, what is it for?  Well, there is nothing secret which shall not be made known and come to light (see Luke 8: 17).  I understand this to refer to God's work in the saints which is going to be brought out into manifestation.  What a time it is going to be!  Paul says "when he shall have come to be glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed", 2 Thess 1: 10.  That is the time of His appearing in glory, not in humiliation; had we known Him thus we know Him thus no longer.  He is only to be known in glory, the blessed Man in glory.

Paul says in that verse I read in Colossians: "when the Christ is manifested who is our life"; what a searching matter that is!  And "for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God" (v 3).  How much in practical reality is that true of us, our life hid with the Christ in God?  The Lord says there are twelve hours in the day.  Just look back over twelve hours in the day and how much of your life has been hid with the Christ in God?  There may be much activity and little communion; our life being hidden with the Christ in God involves communion.  Therein lies power, in the secret of His presence.  James raises the question "what is your life?" - a vapour, appearing for a little while, and then disappearing, chap 4: 14.  But the Christian's life is where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.  Christ is our life.  When the Christ who is our life shall be manifested, then shall we also be manifested with Him in glory, for a witness to the universe, for the verification of the mystery of God.  That is not to say that there is not already a testimony.  Peter and John went up to the temple, at the hour of prayer going up together to pray; what a testimony there was in those two men!  as if God would bring forward in the present time, as may be needed, what He has for the purpose of testimony.  The church invisible?  No; it is a question of what is here in testimonial power, as we see in Peter and John going up to the temple.

In Jonathan and his armour bearer it was a matter of conflict.  By those two men - no doubt representing "two of you", not a vast number - the Philistine domination was met in difficult times.  Jonathan undertook that matter; he said "we will show ourselves", 1 Sam 14: 8.  That was not the love of prominence; it was a question of the work of God in those persons.  The Philistines said "Come up to us, and we will shew you something" (v  12) ; they can always do that.  But think of God's work in a soul, of what is involved in it, the purchase price and then the work of the Spirit, how precious!  Is not God able to bring that forward as needed in testimony?  He is, and that is in anticipation of the moment of the manifestation of Christ, when we shall be manifested with Him in glory.

John speaks of the same thing, leaving an exercise with us as Paul does: "every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure".  But he says "See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of God".  It is a question of what we are now; "now are we the children of God"; that is, we are recipients of His care, of His love, the Father’s love.  What love!  It is a holy love.  Persons who appreciate the Father's holy love are here unknown by the world.  Oh, you say, you mean they are separate; exactly.  How have they arrived at the truth of separation?  By the appreciation of the Father's holy love.  Nothing is more separative than holy love, and John says "See what love the Father has given to us.  Paul speaks of God's great love wherewith He loved us (see Eph 2: 4).  How great the saints are!  Surrounded by the apostasy and by the conspiracies of man, by all that is happening politically and religiously, there is a company of saints here who draw out the Father's affections because they ha e believed that Christ came out from God.

So John says "Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested".  What is true to faith is understood by us; he is not referring to what is unknown to faith but to what is not yet manifested.  "We know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is".  Does it not awaken the desire of our hearts to see Him as He is?  We shall see Him as He is!  "And every one that has this hope": the hope is in the One who is going to be manifested, and it is in the hearts of those who love Him, who are loved by the Father, who are separate, not only as a duty but constitutionally so in the appreciation of the Father's holy love.

Oh, dear brethren, that we might know more of these things, that we might learn them in the secret of His presence, that we might be set to know more of what the secret of His presence is and to be content to be in concealment for the time being until we are needed for testimonial purposes.  It will not be long; every evidence leads to the conclusion that the time is exceedingly short; scripture speaks of "a moment of time", Luke 4: 5.  Let us seek, in the little time that remains, to be found more in the secret of His presence.  What an elevation it gives to every holy convocation - the secret of His presence, to come under His influence so that we should be the more presentable.  When the time for the display comes there is what is presentable.  It is all the fruit of His work, wrought in those who have known something of the secret of His presence.  The Lord's supper, already referred to, is the experience par excellence of the secret of His presence.  Dear brethren, we need to be developed more in the sensitiveness that is proper to the secret of the presence of Christ amongst His own.  May He grant it for His Name's sake.

 

CROYDON

24 April 1976

 

THE CHILDREN'S EYESIGHT

More people than ever before can now view the wonderful sights of God's handiwork and of man's.  Of these latter the pyramids of Egypt must be amongst the most interesting, although they are really only tombs.  Abraham and the patriarchs may well have seen them.  In their time the sight of these monuments was much more striking than now as they then had shining granite casings which have since vanished.  For Moses, however, a really "great sight" was a thorn-bush in flames yet not burnt up.  When Moses turned aside to see this sight there came the voice of God Himself speaking out of the bush to him at some length.  God had come down to where His suffering people were so as to deliver them.  We know that when Jesus came down to this earth to redeem us He remained ever the holy God in His person; yet He did not come to consume in judgment but "that the world may be saved through him".

The apostle Paul wrote about looking on the things that are not seen.  This sounds quite impossible at first but he referred to the inward eyesight of faith.  You will remember that the Lord Jesus spoke of the serpent of brass that Moses made and lifted up on a pole in the wilderness.  This was shortly before the Israelites went into the promised land.  Because of sin they had been bitten by deadly poisonous snakes, but all those who looked by faith on the fiery serpent were healed.  That serpent had never bitten anyone!  It was a type of Jesus the Son of man who was lifted up on Calvary's cross so that "every one who believes on him may not perish but have life eternal".  How thankful we are to be able to say that He who knew not sin was made sin for us! 

When the Israelites had crossed the river Jordan they began to enjoy the blessings that God had stored up for them in the promised land.  Twelve great stones from the dry bed of the river were carried over on the shoulders of as many men and set up on the bank.  It was expected that the children would ask the meaning of those stones, just as we now encourage children to enquire about "the things of Jesus Christ".  There were two distinct questions and answers about the memorial stones.  The answer to one question was that the waters of the Jordan were cut off and heaped up when the ark of Jehovah entered the river; the other answer was that all the people had been able to cross on dry land.  The Lord's supper reminds us that the majesty of Jesus overcame death when He entered its domain; but also those present at the Supper and many others besides have in their spirits and affections followed Him and enjoy the fruits of His death and resurrection.  Let me ask again - Have you desired to remember the Lord in the breaking of bread? 

 

J.C.Evershed


Scripture references

John 17:24-26 (JND) [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world. [25] Righteous Father, and the world has not known thee, but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. [26] And I have made known to them thy name, and will make [it] known; that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them and I in them.

Colossians 3:4 (JND) [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory.

1 John 3:1-3 (JND) [1] See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called [the] children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not. [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure.

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Matthew 18:20 (JND) [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

Matthew 18:20 (JND) [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

1 Corinthians 2:10 (JND) [10] but God has revealed to us by [his] Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.

Exodus 33:15 (JND) [15] And he said to him, If thy presence do not go, bring us not up hence.

John 3:8 (JND) [8] The wind blows where it will, and thou hearest its voice, but knowest not whence it comes and where it goes: thus is every one that is born of the Spirit.

Revelation 3:20 (JND) [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Luke 8:17 (JND) [17] For there is nothing hid which shall not become manifest, nor secret which shall not be known and come to light.

2 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] when he shall have come to be glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed, (for our testimony to you has been believed,) in that day.

1 Samuel 14:8 (JND) [8] Then said Jonathan, Behold, we will pass over to the men, and we will shew ourselves to them.

Ephesians 2:4 (JND) [4] but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us,

Luke 4:5 (JND) [5] And [the devil], leading him up into a high mountain, shewed him all the kingdoms of the habitable world in a moment of time.
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