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THE PRINCIPLE OF SUBJECTION

J. B. Ikin 

1 Corinthians 15: 24–28; Luke 8: 26–30, 35–39; Acts 22: 6–10; 16: 6–10, 14, 15, 22–34; Philippians 2: 1–11 

My desire is to speak, dear brethren, of the principle of subjection and how through it God is able to do great things. When we think, and I have thought it myself, of what subjection is, I see that for myself it involves humbling exercises, it involves the subduing of my will, it involves accepting God’s will. God’s will is wonderful. God’s will is that every man should be blessed, but in going through that process which is outlined in Paul’s epistle to the Romans, we see that we have to come to an end of what we find in ourselves, what we have in ourselves naturally, not only to judge the world as a system as God has judged it at the cross, but to judge what I find in myself, self-will. Then if there is any desire as accepting the Lord Jesus as my Saviour, where there is any desire to please God, and I try to do so in my natural ability according to the flesh, it is bound to fail, it does fail, it has failed in me. I am sure you will have found that in yourself. Then we find that we need the Lord Jesus, the One who is the Deliverer, not only my Saviour but the Deliverer from all that I find in myself. Then there is the exercise of not only asking for but receiving and making way for the Holy Spirit; that is Romans 8, how we find this power to please God, wonderful power, the Holy Spirit, what a Friend He is to the believer. And then in Romans 12 we see as a result of all that, we are able to prove the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, to prove that experimentally for myself, and for yourself. We often think of subjection as it relates to ourselves as going through all these moral exercises. But I would suggest that subjection is more than that, as seeing what is perfect in our Lord Jesus. 

That is why I read from 1 Corinthians 15 because remarkably it speaks of Him as being subject. There was nothing in Him that had to be subdued. There was nothing that was contrary to the will of God that needed to be subdued in Him. He indeed came to do the will of God. Think of how He came into this very scene as committed to doing the will of God, that as coming into this scene, coming here as Man, not sent into this scene from heaven in that sense; He came to do the will of God, but as coming into this scene He took that position of being sent of the Father. Think of how He was perfectly subject through all His life here, obedient even unto death as we have been reading. Think of that supreme test in Gethsemane where He said, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me”, and then, “but not as I will, but as thou wilt”, Matthew 26: 39. Think of how the Lord Jesus committed Himself in a remarkable way as subject to His Father’s will, whatever the cost. But then we see that He is now exalted and everything will be subjected to Him. Think of what it will be when, as we have been singing, earth will sing His praises. Think of how every tongue shall confess Him as Lord to God the Father’s glory, when everything will be subject to Him. He must reign until He puts all enemies under His feet. That is a certainty. This world is full of doubt at the present time, but this is a certainty that everything will be put under His feet. “The last enemy that is annulled is death. For he”, that is God, “has put all things in subjection under his feet”, that is the feet of the Lord Jesus. “But when he says that all things are put in subjection, it is evident that it is except him who put all things in subjection to him”. The next verse is remarkable, “But when all things shall have been brought into subjection to him, then the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection to him who put all things in subjection to him, that God may be all in all”. Does that not elevate what subjection is? Eternally man will be subject to God, wonderfully seen in the Lord Jesus Himself. He will be ever Man, and in Himself we see subjection as God has looked for it in man. It is a wonderful thing to lay hold of. 

I read from Luke’s gospel because there we see a man who was subdued, his will subdued. What a triumph of the Lord’s work in him, that he was changed from the control of demons to come under the Lord’s own sway in grace and love. This man was here unashamedly corrupt and no man could control him. It was outside of the ability of the authorities to control him. He was under the complete control of Satan, and yet the Lord was able to meet it and the Lord’s own authority comes in in a very wonderful way. He had commanded the unclean spirit to go out from the man and the man was healed. The man was brought into the presence of the Lord Jesus who loved him, and we see that there he is clothed and sensible at the feet of Jesus. He was subject to the Lord Jesus, a wonderful thing was brought about, a change of ownership you might say, a change of control. Instead of being controlled by what was Satanic in an awful way, he was there at the feet of Jesus. All things will yet be put at His feet. There he was learning, and not only learning what the Lord was able to do, but learning that the Lord Jesus was there for him. He became a lover of the Lord Jesus. Outside of that company who were about the feet of Jesus, was a hostile scene. The whole city it seems gathered to expel the Lord Jesus from their presence; they were afraid and asked Him to go and He went. Think of that, a hostile scene, but what I think is very great and wonderful is that the man is retained in the city under the Lord’s orders. 

He becomes subject to the Lord, not only in relation to all that was past, but he became subject and usable to the Lord as his Master, the One who was able to direct him as trusting him to relate how great things God had done for him, and it was to the city where the Lord was so opposed. You say, Well He wanted to be with the Lord Jesus, and that was a right desire and the Lord really appreciated that. I think He loved him for the fact that he wanted to be with Him but the Lord said, No, and He sent him away saying, “Return to thine house”, I have established you there in your house, “and relate how great things God has done for thee”. So what does he do? “He went away through the whole city”. Think of that, he went right through that great city and what did he do? He was “publishing how great things Jesus had done for him”. He recognised that God was there. Think of that, the great things that God had done for him. O how great is the work of God! What wonderful things God is doing in believers in a hostile scene, where the Lord Jesus is still in rejection. We should be able to publish what great things God is doing in each one, giving an account of the hope that is in us. 

I read about Paul because there we see a man who was formerly bent upon persecuting the saints, and here he is giving an account to the Jews, to the Israelites, and he is appealing to them, relating to them his own experience. What particularly struck me in thinking about this passage is that he asked two questions, “Who art thou, Lord?” and “What shall I do, Lord?” Think of how Paul was arrested in his course. Was he arrested by the anger of God? Think of God’s wrath in relation to his own sins. He was arrested by grace, wonderful grace, the appeal of the Lord Jesus. He says, “Saul, Saul, why persecutes thou me?” There grace had struck him down and immediately he answers as subject to the Lord Jesus, “Who art thou, Lord?” What an answer he got, an answer that rings through this dispensation! “I am Jesus the Nazaraean whom thou persecutest”. So as we are subject, as we ask questions like Paul asked the Lord Jesus, what an answer we will get, a wonderful answer, “I am Jesus the Nazaraean whom thou persecutest”. What does that mean? The Lord Jesus was in pain in relation to all that was happening to His saints here under the hand of this man Saul. He felt it deeply. Why is that? Because He is inextricably identified with His saints here as the assembly, as His body; that is Himself represented in the saints like Him, formed after Him, a heavenly people because He is heavenly. He is the Head of the body, His body here. Think of how in just a few words God revealed the answer to this question. All that God had treasured up in His mind in relation to this present dispensation, that is that Christ is the Head of His assembly, and all that is for God is thus brought about and there is glory to God, as a result of that wonderful fact that the Lord Jesus is Head of His body, the assembly. 

Then he says, “What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said to me, Rise up, and go to Damascus”. Now Damascus was just a little time before the place of the objects of destruction for him. He was going to go to Damascus to persecute and destroy the saints there. What is the Lord saying? He said, “Rise up, and go to Damascus, and there it shall be told thee of all things which it is appointed thee to do”. Think of the Lord Jesus giving him a commission in the very place where he was going to cause in his previous objective such sufferings; and there he was going to find the answer to what the Lord would have him to do. He finds it there in the city, he finds it there in the saints. Think of what was conveyed to him by one who himself was subject to the Lord, Ananias! Think of how the Lord has His own way with Ananias, and how He was able to convince him in His presence, that here was this man who previously was a persecutor of the saints, that he was an elect vessel to Himself. Ananias was adjusted as being subject. Great things were being wrought at this time in relation to what the Lord had in His heart, the things that He was going to give Paul to do, and there in the city the light dawned on him as to the person of the Lord Jesus, the Son of God. Think of how straightway he preached that He is the Son of God. Think of how the glory of sonship comes out in a wonderful way through the rest of Paul’s life in his ministry. Think of how it is revealed in the Lord Jesus Himself personally. 

I read from Acts 16 because we also see great things happening there. That was how the testimony came into Europe through God’s ways. It was not according to the planning and thinking of man’s natural way; men would not have taken this way. This was the Lord’s way, this was God’s way, this was the way of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit here is seen in His own authority. It says, “having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia, having come down to Mysia, they attempted to go to Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them”. There you have authority, His authority in relation to His sympathy with all that was going on under God’s hand. So Paul has this vision and relates it. Then Luke in the company of Paul says, “we sought to go forth to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to announce to them the glad tidings”. What a conclusion to come to! That was because they were subject to the Holy Spirit, subject to the Lord Jesus. Great things were going to happen. Outwardly and seemingly it was a disaster, but according to God’s ways it was a wonderful opening into which God brought the testimony into Europe. The first one they find is this woman Lydia; she herself is a subject woman. It is very beautiful to see that, although the Lord had already opened her heart to attend to the things spoken by Paul, she is in a state of subjection because she says, “If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord”. It was not that she claimed it. She says, “If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide there”. What a beautiful spirit, the spirit of subjection! There was a household that was established, that God could use in forming the assembly at Philippi. 

I read about the jailor and his house and Paul and Silas; there they were put into prison so unjustly. Were they complaining? Were they questioning what God had given them to do? Were they questioning that they had been given this commission? The natural man would say, We have made a mistake, this is not God’s way at all, but how are Paul and Silas found? They are there in the prison praying and praising God with singing, in total confidence that what God was doing was the right way. Think of what it was that they were totally and meekly subject to what God was doing, and the Lord Jesus was doing in relation to His own way. His own way is wonderful, past understanding. 

and the results are seen here totally under God’s control. There is this earthquake “so that the foundations of the prison shook, and all the doors were immediately opened, and the bonds of all loosed”. Think of it, this great earthquake and what happened! It shook everything, it shook the chains off the prisoners but they did not escape; but what was even greater was the fact that grace shone out in these two beloved men and secured the heart of the jailor. Think of how he was going to take his life, he was in such despair, all his future had gone, everything he lived for had gone through this earthquake and he was going to take a sword and kill himself thinking the prisoners had fled. 

But the grace of it, Paul called out with a loud voice to the one who had caused him such suffering, saying, “Do thyself no harm”. Think of the atmosphere of that place, think of how there would have been a need to use a loud voice in those circumstances. There he was in the inner prison and his voice carried right through to the ears and heart of the jailor, and he lost no time. “And having asked for lights, he rushed in, and, trembling, fell down before Paul and Silas. And leading them out said, Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved?” All he had to do was to put his faith and trust in the Lord Jesus, “thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house”. That is what the Lord had in mind, a completed house, a completed house that was a subject house. We see the results of it for his household rejoiced together as experiencing and relating to the grace of God. How important such united households are. You sometimes see tragically the break-up of households, the break-up of marriage. How it can affect not only the two persons, the husband and wife concerned, but it can have a devastating effect on the place where they are, the locality where they are; it can weaken the testimony, but let us think of what is positive. Is my household where the man is subject to Christ? The woman, yet having her own links with the Lord Jesus, subject to her husband, that household strengthening the testimony in the place. How important it is. We see a household being a direct product of the ministry of Paul in Lydia and her house, and now there was the house of the jailor. We see it strengthened what was found in Philippi, the assembly that was such a joy to Paul, when he writes to them, his joy and crown, he says. Think of that. 

So I read from Philippians because there we see what Paul yet longed for, that there should be an answer in unity. The way that is found is through the recognition of the Holy Spirit, the fellowship of the Spirit functioning amongst the saints and the result of it is unity. The result of it is that we “think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing”; that can only be the product of the Spirit, it cannot be by any other way. We see the attempts of the world trying to bring in unity and how dismally that fails. It must be through recognising and being submissive to the Holy Spirit, being subject to the Holy Spirit. And what would the Holy Spirit engage us with? It comes back to the person of the Lord Jesus, His glory, His moral worth, who He is, the One who “emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form, taking his place in the likeness of men; and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”. The Holy Spirit would engage us with the person of the Lord Jesus and His present exaltation where He is. He is now in heaven, He is now exalted by God Himself. “Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal beings, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to God the Father’s glory”. 

The result of this is great, the result of it is that there is oneness amongst the saints. Why is it great? Because that is the Lord’s desire before His Father. In John 17 there is that wonderful prayer of the Lord Jesus, that they may be one, as we are one” (John 17: 22). The result of that practically comes of being subject to the Spirit. How vital is the service of the Spirit, how willing He is to serve, not only individuals, but as together in our own localities, in our own places. He is speaking to the assemblies in Revelation, and individually he that has an ear is to hear what the Spirit is saying to the assemblies. He is saying things that are very specific to each assembly, but then we are to hear what He is saying in other assemblies apart from our own. Think of how wonderful what He is saying, and He is speaking of the Lord Jesus, about Him and His glory. Well may we be subject, may we learn subjection, not only individually, and in our households, but that we may learn subjection together, that God may not be hindered in the great things that He is doing, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
7 November 2009 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 15:24-28 (JND) [24] Then the end, when he gives up the kingdom to him [who is] God and Father; when he shall have annulled all rule and all authority and power. [25] For he must reign until he put all enemies under his feet. [26] [The] last enemy [that] is annulled [is] death. [27] For he has put all things in subjection under his feet. But when he says that all things are put in subjection, [it is] evident that [it is] except him who put all things in subjection to him. [28] But when all things shall have been brought into subjection to him, then the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection to him who put all things in subjection to him, that God may be all in all.)

Luke 8:26-39 (JND) [26] And they arrived in the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee. [27] And as he got out [of the ship] on the land, a certain man out of the city met him, who had demons a long time, and put on no clothes, and did not abide in a house, but in the tombs. [28] But seeing Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus Son of the Most High God? I beseech thee torment me not. [29] For he had commanded the unclean spirit to go out from the man. For very often it had seized him; and he had been bound, kept with chains and fetters; and breaking the bonds he was driven by the demon into the deserts. [30] And Jesus asked him saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: for many demons had entered into him. [31] And they besought him that he would not command them to go away into the bottomless pit. [32] And there was there a herd of many swine feeding on the mountain, and they besought him that he would suffer them to enter into those; and he suffered them. [33] And the demons, going out from the man, entered into the swine, and the herd rushed down the precipice into the lake, and were choked. [34] But they that fed [them], seeing what had happened, fled, and told [it] to the city and to the country. [35] And they went out to see what had happened, and came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting, clothed and sensible, at the feet of Jesus. And they were afraid. [36] And they also who had seen it told them how the possessed man had been healed. [37] And all the multitude of the surrounding country of the Gadarenes asked him to depart from them, for they were possessed with great fear; and *he*, entering into the ship, returned. …

Acts 22:6-10 (JND) [6] And it came to pass, as I was journeying and drawing near to Damascus, that, about mid-day, there suddenly shone out of heaven a great light round about me. [7] And I fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? [8] And *I* answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said to me, *I* am Jesus the Nazaraean, whom *thou* persecutest. [9] But they that were with me beheld the light, [and were filled with fear], but heard not the voice of him that was speaking to me. [10] And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said to me, Rise up, and go to Damascus, and there it shall be told thee of all things which it is appointed thee to do.

Acts 16:6-34 (JND) [6] And having passed through Phrygia and the Galatian country, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia, [7] having come down to Mysia, they attempted to go to Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; [8] and having passed by Mysia they descended to Troas. [9] And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: There was a certain Macedonian man, standing and beseeching him, and saying, Pass over into Macedonia and help us. [10] And when he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go forth to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to announce to them the glad tidings. [11] Having sailed therefore away from Troas, we went in a straight course to Samothracia, and on the morrow to Neapolis, [12] and thence to Philippi, which is [the] first city of that part of Macedonia, a colony. And we were staying in that city certain days. [13] And on the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where it was the custom for prayer to be, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had assembled. [14] And a certain woman, by name Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God, heard; whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul. [15] And when she had been baptised and her house, she besought [us], saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide [there]. And she constrained us. [16] And it came to pass as we were going to prayer that a certain female slave, having a spirit of Python, met us, who brought much profit to her masters by prophesying. [17] She, having followed Paul and us, cried saying, These men are bondmen of the Most High God, who announce to you [the] way of salvation. …

Philippians 2:1-11 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; [4] regarding not each his own [qualities], but each those of others also. [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus; [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17:22 (JND) [22] And the glory which thou hast given me I have given them, that they may be one, as we are one;



WHAT WAS LAID ON CHRIST AND WHAT IS LAID ON BELIEVERS

A. Martin 

Genesis 22: 6 (to ‘son’); Psalm 21: 4–6; Revelation 2: 24, 25; 3: 11 

The two passages I have read in Revelation are in mind, but I would like first to speak of these others. The Lord Jesus spoke in His ministry of those who laid burdens upon others. He spoke of those who laid burdens heavy to bear and said they “will not move them with their finger” (Matthew 23: 4), indicating that somebody might be able to do something which is very simple but which would be a great relief to somebody else. They lay burdens heavy to bear. The Lord Jesus does not lay heavy burdens upon us, but I want first to speak of what was laid upon Him. 

We know this passage in Genesis well; Isaac was going with Abraham and Abraham was to offer a burnt-offering, but I wanted to call attention to this section, “Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid it on Isaac his son”. As we read the Scriptures we find that generally wood refers to an order of manhood, a kind of man. “Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid it on Isaac his son”. The burntoffering was an offering that was purely for the pleasure of God, it speaks of the Lord Jesus who was devoted to the will of His God and Father even to death. If you read Leviticus you will find that the burnt-offering was completely consumed. It was for God. Our Lord Jesus came in to do the will of God. That was His purpose, it was His joy, it was what sustained Him in His pathway here. And we see in the life of Jesus an order of manhood that could accept the fire of the burnt-offering. You see the death of Jesus can be regarded in that way that He was so devoted to the will of His God and Father that He went into death. Death suggests to us the government of God, it suggests the government of God upon the race, and the Lord Jesus in all His perfection came into these circumstances. He came into a condition in which he could die. There was an order of manhood seen which had never been seen before in this world, an order of manhood that was completely pleasing to the will of His God and Father. You might say in that sense the will of His Father was laid upon Him. Abraham laid the wood upon Isaac his son. What other kind of man could sustain it, what other man could there be? Think of what was to be offered to God, it was to be what was fragrant to Him. Each time it refers to the burnt-offering in the law it speaks of it as a sweet smelling savour. 

In fact if you go to Noah where you find a burnt-offering offered up to God, it says that Jehovah smelled the sweet odour. It is what is peculiarly fragrant to God, and what kind of man could present to God what is peculiarly fragrant to Him? There is only one order of man that could offer to God what was fragrant to Him, because every other man has been tainted with sin. Abraham laid the wood on Isaac his son. You will remember David, another great figure of the Lord Jesus, was sent by his father into the sphere of conflict, and when he met his own who were there they spoke against him. It says, “And David said, What have I now done? Was it not laid upon me? And he turned from him” (1 Samuel 17: 29), he turned away. The will of His God and Father was laid upon Jesus in that sense. And so He appeals to others saying, “Take my yoke upon you”, Matthew 11: 29, He says take it up, it is not a hard yoke it is not difficult, take it up. He says “learn from me”, learn from My example. You say, ‘Yes but it means that I would have to give up everything that appeals to me’. Yes it does, but it is not hard, He says, “my yoke is easy”. The will of His God and Father in that sense it was laid upon Him. He was here for that express purpose, “Was it not laid upon me?” Think of this picture that we have here of these two going on together and it says that the wood was laid upon Isaac his son. There was a character of manhood there that God had in mind was going to be able to accept the terrible fire of God’s government, and in doing so release that fragrance, that sweet odour to God, and God would find His pleasure in it. Wonderful thing to contemplate the Lord Jesus, the death of Jesus apart altogether from the question of sin; it is a wonderful thing for our contemplation! He laid His life down that He might take it again. He did that in obedience to the commandment of His Father, “I have received this commandment of my Father” he says (John 10: 18). Think of the Lord Jesus going that way, apart altogether from the question of sin, there was a character of man there that was able to take up the whole question of God’s will, and He glorified God in doing so. God was glorified in that Man. He could say, “I have glorified thee on the earth”, John 17: 4. What a wonderful blessed object we have! There was one who said, ‘There hath one object been disclosed on earth that might commend the place; but now ‘tis gone—Jesus is with the Father’ (see J. Taylor Vol. 2, p.163). Jesus is with the Father, how right it is that He should be with the Father. 

The psalm speaks of majesty and splendour being laid upon Him. God in that sense has invited Him up into the highest place in the universe. Indeed He has gone beyond the created universe, He has ascended up above all heavens, above every created sphere. He has gone beyond it all, and He is now enthroned in glory at the right hand of God, “majesty and splendour hast thou laid upon him”. Oh how the psalmist was filled here with the glory of God! And God is setting Christ forth in this way, setting the Lord Jesus forth. This is a testimony. These three psalms, 19, 20 and 21, are grouped together and they speak of God’s testimony. Psalm 19 is His testimony at its basic level, the testimony of creation comes out in Psalm 19, and then the word of God and man’s conscience. Then in Psalm 20 we have the testimony of the One who was here in piety and lowliness, the One who was here subject to the will of God. In Psalm 21 we have the present testimony and that is the Lord Jesus on high, in glory, and “majesty and splendour hast thou laid upon him”. 

I love that word ‘majesty’. In this country only one person is ever called ‘Your Majesty’. There are plenty of ‘Royal Highnesses’, but there is only one addressed as ‘Your Majesty’. Only One is able to have majesty and splendour laid upon Him. There He is at God’s right hand. What occupies Him there? The saints occupy Him. The saints, such as you and I. We are the subjects of those blessed conversations that go on in heaven. There is One who is crowned with majesty and glory and He is there at God’s right hand. How blessed that is beloved! Think of Him there as ascended up on high and the saints are in His heart. That is a great comfort you know. Whatever your troubles, whatever your problems may be, you know that you are in His heart. Some of us were affected a few months ago by a word from a brother, speaking from the beginning of Exodus when Jehovah said, “I know their sorrows”, Exodus 3: 7. How well He knows them, He has come into every circumstance of man. He knows them, how wonderful it is that the One who has majesty and splendour laid upon Him is the One who knows the circumstances of the saints, and he is able to intercede, he is able to speak to God in relation to the saints in order that you and I, and all of us, should be sustained in the testimony here. Blessed thing! Think of what has been laid on Jesus.

Now there is one thing that I have not spoken of that was laid upon Him. The prophet Isaiah tell us that “Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”, Isaiah 53: 6. We have all turned aside, we have all gone astray. “Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”. I wonder if everybody here in this room is aware of that, are you conscious of that? Can you say from the assurance of your heart that the One who is now enthroned in glory is the One who had my sins laid upon Him. I tell you, whoever you may be, if you do not know that from the assurance of your heart, before this day is out, you need to get on your knees because you have too much to lose. You need to know that all your sins were laid upon Him. There is a figure in the Old Testament of the scapegoat, and when it came every year to the day of atonement, Aaron laid his hands on the scapegoat, on the head of the goat, and that goat was sent away to a land apart from men. The Lord Jesus went away, He took away the sins of all who believe on Him, and now He is exalted on high and majesty and splendour have been laid upon Him. You must still lay your hand upon Him. He is there in glory, you know, but in the type of the burnt-offering, when the offerer came with the burnt-offering, it was for his acceptance to God, and he laid his hand on the offering and the offering was slain. 

He realised that he could only be accepted before God as identified with that perfect offering. Have you laid your hands upon Him? Have you laid your hands upon Him as the One in whom your acceptance before God is secured. It is so important to do so. 

I might add that there were other offerings, there was another offering where the offerer laid his hand on the offering, and that was the peace-offering. The offerer brought the peace-offering into the court of the tabernacle and he laid his hand on the peace-offering and it was slain. The peaceoffering was given when someone wanted to give a thanksgiving to God or make a commitment to God. They brought a peace-offering and they laid their hands on that offering, identified themselves with it and the offering was slain and they had their companions brought in. And part of that offering was given to the priest, the shoulder and the breast were given to the priest, but the offerer and all his companions, all those he had invited, would sit in the court of the tabernacle and they would eat it, they would partake of it together. It is a great expression of fellowship, and as laying our hand on the offering it is saying that our fellowship has its origins in the death of Jesus. If there is any fellowship that does not have its origins in the death of Jesus, believe me, that fellowship is doomed to failure. But you know in the death of Jesus there is established that which is going to last, which is secure, and in which His people have their part. I have digressed actually, I was speaking of what was laid on Jesus, but I want to speak about what He would lay upon us. 

Now the Lord Jesus is very gracious and in Revelation 2 He is speaking to those in the assembly in Thyatira. Now as we know, the various assemblies in Revelation chapters 2 and 3 represent different stages of the church history and Thyatira represents basically what has grown out of the church, that professes to be representative of it all, has accommodated the world, and in our day has amassed great riches and has operated on the principles of the world. That is what has happened that is around us. We cannot deny that. That has happened publicly. The Lord Jesus addresses some among them saying, I am going to lay something on you; He actually uses the word ‘cast’. I was interested in that, I am not sure what we would make of that, “I do not cast upon you any other burden; but what ye have hold fast till I shall come”. 

Now the assembly in Philadelphia was quite different, they were those who just had a little power, they did not claim anything but they knew the Lord. You cannot identify Philadelphia with any company today, you cannot identify Laodicea with any company today, what you can find is a state of heart, and I would love my heart to be in accord with Philadelphia’s. And they had the Lord, they knew the Lord and He says to them, “I come quickly—hold fast what thou hast”. Many of us naturally would say, Well I have not got much; but I was thinking about this word, “hold fast what thou hast”. What have you got? Every one of us here has got something. Do you know the Lord Jesus as your Saviour? Hold fast to that, never let it go. You say, Well that is elementary, that was my first impression of the Lord Jesus, still hold fast to it. It is a great thing to maintain your first impression, to keep it alive in your soul. “Hold fast what thou hast”. I say do you know Him as your Lord? That is a step further. Have you owned Him as your Lord, so that you own that He has undisputed rights over you? Hold fast to that. And if you have owned Him as your Lord then you have come into the kingdom, and the Lord Jesus speaks about the kingdom as a gift does He not? He says it is the good pleasure of my Father to give you the kingdom. Hold on to that, the kingdom is a sphere of protection, a realm where people are safe because it is all under the control of the One who is the Lord. It is all under His hand, and the influence of heaven is known in the kingdom, how blessed that is. If you know Jesus as Lord then hold fast to that, and hold fast to the truth of the kingdom, hold fast to the light of it. 

We have been speaking of the Lord Jesus as Head. Hold to that truth, hold to the truth of the head. He is Head of the body. He is soon to be seen publicly as the Head of every principality and authority. He has that place of headship. He is the Head of every one, Head of every man, He has that position; hold fast to that truth. The apostle speaks of those who were diverted, who followed the reasonings of man’s mind, and superstition and things like that and he says “not holding fast the head”, Colossians 2: 19. Hold fast to that. How blessed that is! You have the gift of the Holy Spirit and how blessed that is! So you are set up with Christ in glory, and with the Holy Spirit here, power to go forward, power in the testimony, power to serve God. How richly endowed you are! Do not underestimate that, He says hold fast to it. These are things we are to value, these are things which are to be significant in our lives. If you have the Holy Spirit what else do you have? Have you eternal life? The well of water springs up to eternal life. You have eternal life and that life is in the Son, in Jesus. The apostle writes to Timothy and he says, “Lay hold of eternal life” (1 Timothy 6: 12), in other words appreciate it, value it. “Hold fast what thou hast”. You might say, Well how am I going to enjoy it? Look around you! You have brethren; hold on to your brethren. Too many of our brethren have found other things to interest them. Let us hold fast to our brethren. In the word to Philadelphia He says, “I come quickly—hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”. “I come quickly”. You have a hope. 

Think of these things, I have just mentioned them. You could have a reading on each of these subjects. I have just given you a list. Think of the hope that we have. Does not every one of these items set you up in superiority to the man who does not know the Lord? Do you not feel so richly blessed as you think of what you have? And it has all been given you from the divine side, and the Lord is saying, I am not asking you any more than this—hold fast to it. And He says, “I come quickly—hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”. Do not say, Well I have the basics of Christianity and we cannot work out the most elevated thoughts, do not say that. You would be losing your crown. You would not want anyone to take your crown, would you? the most precious and greatest thoughts that God has given you and has brought you into. He says do not let anyone take them. Beloved, I feel almost embarrassed to present such a simple message. Think of what was laid upon Jesus and the sheer profundity of it all, the greatness of it all. The course of the whole universe depends upon what was laid upon Jesus, and He says, I am not asking you any more than this; hold fast what thou hast until I come. May we do so for His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

Genesis 22:6 (JND) [6] And Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and the knife, and they went both of them together.

Psalms 21:4-6 (JND) [4] He asked life of thee; thou gavest [it] him, length of days for ever and ever. [5] His glory is great through thy salvation; majesty and splendour hast thou laid upon him. [6] For thou hast made him to be blessings for ever; thou hast filled him with joy by thy countenance.

Revelation 2:24-25 (JND) [24] But to you I say, the rest who [are] in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I do not cast upon you any other burden; [25] but what ye have hold fast till I shall come.

Revelation 3:11 (JND) [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.

Matthew 23:4 (JND) [4] but bind burdens heavy and hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of men, but will not move them with their finger.

1 Samuel 17:29 (JND) [29] And David said, What have I now done? Was it not laid upon me?

Matthew 11:29 (JND) [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls;

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

Psalms 19 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} The heavens declare the glory of God; and the expanse sheweth the work of his hands. [2] Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. [3] There is no speech and there are no words, yet their voice is heard. …

Psalms 19 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} The heavens declare the glory of God; and the expanse sheweth the work of his hands. [2] Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. [3] There is no speech and there are no words, yet their voice is heard. …

Psalms 20 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} Jehovah answer thee in the day of trouble; the name of the God of Jacob protect thee; [2] May he send thee help from the sanctuary, and strengthen thee out of Zion; [3] Remember all thine oblations, and accept thy burnt-offering; Selah. …

Psalms 21 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} The king shall joy in thy strength, Jehovah; and in thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice. [2] Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not withholden the request of his lips. Selah. [3] For thou hast met him with the blessings of goodness; thou hast set a crown of pure gold on his head. …

Exodus 3:7 (JND) [7] And Jehovah said, I have seen assuredly the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and their cry have I heard on account of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows.

Isaiah 53:6 (JND) [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

Colossians 2:19 (JND) [19] and not holding fast the head, from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God.

1 Timothy 6:12 (JND) [12] Strive earnestly [in] the good conflict of faith. Lay hold of eternal life, to which thou hast been called, and hast confessed the good confession before many witnesses.



COMPANY

N. J. Henry 

John 8: 28, 29; 1: 35–39; Genesis 24: 61–65;  2 Timothy 2: 20–22; Genesis 5: 21–24 

I would like to speak about company. It is something that God values. He made man for His pleasure, and company, and He chooses company for you and me. It says, “God maketh the solitary into families”, Psalm 68: 6. We are meant to communicate with each other. You remember at Babel it was broken up. God in His government confused their language so they could not communicate with one another, and they lost company. That is what happened at Babel. The city was not destroyed but they left off building it. The principle of Babel still permeates the world in which we are, and any company with the world has no moral basis. They will have company going to the sink of corruption. They think it is strange that you do not go with them (1 Peter 4: 4). God takes account of it if you are not going to the sink of corruption. They will find things in sport or business or whatever it might be, but it is always a base level that they start at and remain at. 

I want to speak about what God has in mind in company in these verses, and I thought what a matter to start with the Lord Jesus. He said He was not alone. The fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell in Him. The Godhead was there in His pathway here, but this is testimony in John 8. He says, “he that has sent me is with me; he has not left me alone”. It is very precious to think of that, that He was not alone. He says they will come to it when the Son of Man is lifted up. Think of those precious days wakening morning by morning and, as we know, the company of the Father went through until the sixth hour on the cross. He was still in communion in the first three hours on the cross. What blessedness the Father found in the company of that blessed Man, that holy perfect One. We know that in protecting His person the cherubim would do that, but it is just the fact that when others left Him, (in one account it says, the disciples left Him and fled (Matthew 26: 56), and yet He could say that He was not alone until that awful time of the forsaking on the cross. O that it might deepen in our hearts the awfulness of when that company was no longer enjoyed, when that blessed Man had to cry, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matthew 27: 46. You and I have to be brought into company by divine grace, but the Lord Jesus always had that company with the Father. I am not alone He says, “he that has sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, because I do always the things that are pleasing to him”. John 8 is a great conflict chapter. The Jews claimed Abraham’s company but did not have it. Abraham’s company was God (Genesis 18: 16). In John 1: 11 the Lord Jesus came to His own, and they received Him not, but He had the company of those that did receive Him. 

Now when you come to John 1 you have the disciples of John. You might say that was good company. John was the greatest born of woman, he was a remarkable man, but more was in the divine mind for these disciples of John, it was new company. Think of the One who was the Lamb of God, that exclamation appealed to these two, the object was the Person. Then the walk of Jesus here, we might say, leads into the assembly because the two of them come into the company of Christ in His own circumstances. I think that is precious, Jesus says, “Come and see”. You might say it was an invitation extending to us here, that if you do not know something of a personal relationship with Christ and His company, you are invited into it. That is blessed. I think His walking here is not in relation to the sin of the world; He will do that, what a Person He is! Think of what He has done in His sacrifice and what He will do yet in His power as taking away the sin of the world. As one has said, He will do it by bringing God into the world, that is what He will do because lawlessness has to go, but here in this instance John the baptist is looking at Jesus as He walked and he says, “Behold the Lamb of God”. I think John was growing himself here, he was growing in his knowledge of this blessed One, “Behold the Lamb of God”. 

Think of the eyes of our heart as referred to in Ephesians 1: 18. You should look at things in a new way and here he is looking at Jesus in a new way and the two disciples heard him speaking and followed Jesus. He knew they were following, He missed nothing. What a Saviour He is, what a Person He is! He turns round and in verse 38 it says, “But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye?”. Not ‘who’, but “What seek ye?” I think they wanted His company, and He answered it, He gave them what they wanted. I sometimes think the overcomer in the seven churches got what he really sought for. In Revelation the Lord says to the overcomer what the heart longs for. Think of the Philadelphian overcomer, what a range of glories is presented to him. The overcomer in Pergamos receives a stone written with a name which no one knows but he that receives it. How precious a secret with Christ! Here they are getting what they are asking for, “where abidest thou? He says to them, Come and see. They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day. It was about the tenth hour”. How beautiful! Just think for a moment of that dwelling the Lord Jesus, the Lamb of God, and these two disciples. What would the atmosphere be like? There would be nothing to distract, there would be nothing palatial or religious. The Lord, the Lamb of God, and them. It would be like Mary sitting at His feet just listening to His word. All the words coming from the very heart of God through Christ into the hearts of these two disciples. How very beautiful! 

In Genesis 24, as we know Abraham’s servant had come to secure Rebecca. In verse 57 it says, “Let us call the maiden and inquire at her mouth”. That is another good thing, to enquire where a person stands. I remember a brother who used to ask me, Where are you with the Lord? Here Rebecca said, “I will go”. “And Rebecca arose, and her maids, and they rode upon the camels”. “And Isaac had gone out to meditate in the fields toward the beginning of evening. And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, camels were coming”. The Lord knew that power from experience. He returned in the power of the Holy Spirit, in Luke 4 after the temptations. The power that was available to bring Rebecca to Isaac is typical of the power that is available today. You will not get to Christ without the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Isaac looked and he saw camels, a type of the power of the Holy Spirit to carry us to Christ. It was the same power Christ had proved as a Man down here. Rebecca comes and the servant tells Isaac “all things that he had done”. What company she was in, she did not change her company. I tell you now, do not change your company, the Spirit is available for you. He is to be with you for ever, John 14: 16. I know it says in verse 17, “shall be in you”, but the first reference is “with you for ever”. The company of the blessed Spirit of God is the company to keep. 

I want to speak about 2 Timothy 2 after what we had in the reading. “In a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour”. That is the great house. We have to be preserved from religious pride. God hates pride. He hates religious pride. You remember the Lord suffered from those marked by it. The Pharisees I suppose set out what religious pride was like; they thought they were superior to the rest of the Jews and they persecuted Christ. We need to be preserved from it. The way to a pure heart is through purging. That is what I understand this scripture means. You are available to Christ because you have been purged from what is dishonouring to His name in the profession. Profession is obnoxious to the heart of Christ. He says to Laodicea, “I am about to spue thee out of my mouth”, Revelation 3: 16. That is how the Lord feels. I wonder if we feel the depths of what it is for a person to go on unpurged, when the Master of the house requires cleansing and purifying and being available for His service. You will find company in purging yourself and that is wonderful. It is not negative. This scripture gives you a positive end that you find company to walk with, “those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”. The way to a pure heart is through purging, and that is an exercise we must maintain. 

In Ephesus they fell from their first love. We have been reminded that you cannot drift into Christianity, but you can drift out of it. The thing here is that these persons are following the prescribed route so that they might be available to the Master. In 2 Timothy 2 we have that responsibility of purging ourselves so that we might be among those who have a pure heart and serve the Master, prepared for every good work. Is that not an appeal to you? I think we need to have a judgment as to what is surrounding us. If there is anything at all that we can hold on to it is what Christ has done, how He has helped us in the purifying of ourselves, so that we might be among those who are serviceable to Him. 

Now I just want to touch on Genesis 5 as to Enoch, a word maybe to young parents; there are many young parents here. He walked with God after he was given the family. You may say, Well that was easier to do before the family came, but it says Enoch walked after. It says twice that he walked with God, it is remarkable. He walked with God three hundred years and did not change his company. 

Think of the grace of God. You might say God would come down to the steps of a man, a creature, and make His company known to this man. Enoch prophesied of holy myriads. He knew there would be others who would have company, God would have company with others. He pronounces prophetically against the ungodly and the thoughts and insinuations of the ungodly. He said judgment would come on them. These three hundred years he is walking with God and, as I say, he does not change his company. 

You know something else? The bride in Revelation 22 does not change her company. The Spirit and the bride say, “Come”. Mr. Raven said, he would love to hear more saying “Come” to Jesus. I would say to you today, be in it, look for Christ coming. The glory of Christ is just at the door, just about to dawn, but do not change your company. The Spirit and the bride say, “Come”. The rapture is just about to take place. Do not change your company, it is the last hour. John would say it is so critical. Commit yourself fully to the Spirit and come out in these glorious words, the same word as a divine Person, but in a creature vessel, “Come”. It is not to the Lord Jesus, it is just “Come”, because you know who could be so addressed. Later in the chapter it says, “come, Lord Jesus”, but here it is “Come”. 

Is that not attractive? Is not this company attractive? God has given us one another. We have not chosen Him but He has chosen us, and we have been set together with good company, and we want to keep that company and not lower the standard of it. We have to go on in lowliness and humility, but cling to what Christ has done for us, not only in His work, but in His priestly grace in delivering us from the world around, and from the profession around that can so easily spoil us. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

John 8:28-29 (JND) [28] Jesus therefore said to them, When ye shall have lifted up the Son of man, then ye shall know that I am [he], and [that] I do nothing of myself, but as the Father has taught me I speak these things. [29] And he that has sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, because I do always the things that are pleasing to him.

John 1:35-39 (JND) [35] Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples. [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God. [37] And the two disciples heard him speaking, and followed Jesus. [38] But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye? And *they* said to him, Rabbi (which, being interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou? [39] He says to them, Come and see. They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day. It was about the tenth hour.

Genesis 24:61-65 (JND) [61] And Rebecca arose, and her maids, and they rode upon the camels, and followed the man. And the servant took Rebecca, and went away. [62] And Isaac had just returned from Beer-lahai-roi; for he was dwelling in the south country. [63] And Isaac had gone out to meditate in the fields toward the beginning of evening. And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, camels were coming. [64] And Rebecca lifted up her eyes and saw Isaac, and she sprang off the camel. [65] And she had said to the servant, Who is the man that is walking in the fields to meet us? And the servant said, That is my master! Then she took the veil, and covered herself.

Genesis 24:61-65 (JND) [61] And Rebecca arose, and her maids, and they rode upon the camels, and followed the man. And the servant took Rebecca, and went away. [62] And Isaac had just returned from Beer-lahai-roi; for he was dwelling in the south country. [63] And Isaac had gone out to meditate in the fields toward the beginning of evening. And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, camels were coming. [64] And Rebecca lifted up her eyes and saw Isaac, and she sprang off the camel. [65] And she had said to the servant, Who is the man that is walking in the fields to meet us? And the servant said, That is my master! Then she took the veil, and covered herself.

2 Timothy 2:20-22 (JND) [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

2 Timothy 2:20-22 (JND) [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

Genesis 5:21-24 (JND) [21] And Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methushelah. [22] And Enoch walked with God after he had begotten Methushelah three hundred years, and begot sons and daughters. [23] And all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. [24] And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

Psalms 68:6 (JND) [6] God maketh the solitary into families; those that were bound he bringeth out into prosperity: but the rebellious dwell in a parched [land].

1 Peter 4:4 (JND) [4] Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with [them] to the same sink of corruption, speaking injuriously [of you];

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

Matthew 26:56 (JND) [56] But all this is come to pass that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled. Then all the disciples left him and fled.

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

Genesis 18:16 (JND) [16] And the men rose up thence, and looked toward Sodom; and Abraham went with them to conduct them.

John 1:11 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not;

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

Ephesians 1:18 (JND) [18] being enlightened in the eyes of your heart, so that ye should know what is the hope of his calling, [and] what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

Revelation 3:16 (JND) [16] Thus because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spue thee out of my mouth.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

Genesis 5 (JND) [1] This is the book of Adam's generations. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him. [2] Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created. [3] And Adam lived a hundred and thirty years, and begot [a son] in his likeness, after his image, and called his name Seth. …

Revelation 22 (JND) [1] And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations. [3] And no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him, …



EXTRACT

Joshua represents the spiritual leadership of Christ among His people. He does not represent Christ personally but the spiritual leading of Christ, such as is seen in Paul. We find Paul going straight on to the end; all he wanted was to finish his course, though bonds and imprisonment awaited him. It was not an easy path, but he wanted to finish his course. Six years later he wrote in 2 Timothy, “I have finished my course”. He had done all he wanted to do; he went straight through and was never diverted from the inheritance. We could not say that Paul did not give us a proper lead into the inheritance, but he has gone now and the question is, What are we to do? We have the privilege of considering the ministry, service and character of Paul, and that is the kind of person who gets the inheritance and enjoys it, and stands fast in it. Are we to follow Paul so that we may enjoy the inheritance, or are we to come under the influence of the nations? In principle there are only two things; it is either Paul or the nations. 

It is touching that Paul should speak to the Ephesian elders about “the assembly of God which he has purchased with the blood of his own”. Think what it was to God to have you and me. He was prepared to pay that price; He purchased us with the blood of His own, and it is a matter of righteousness that He should have the affections of His people. He is always seeking their affections through the Supper. People say, I break bread because the Lord desired me to do it. Is that all? Are you not going deeper than that? There is a great deal more in it. Why did He desire it? What was His object? He thought of the effect of it on our spirits, the effect of His own love, so that that love might be impressed more deeply every first day of the week in indelible characters on our affections, so that we might love the Lord Jesus Christ and God, and thus enjoy the inheritance. 

C. A. Coates (‘An Outline of Joshua’, p.99) 
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