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“CHRIST JESUS MY LORD”


A. J. E. Welch 

Philippians 3: 7–14 

There is a heavenly character about this letter. It has been referred to as a love letter. It is full of affections which are of God. It speaks to us of more excellent things. Therefore it lifts our outlook to what God has before Him. In these verses we get some sense of the writer’s outlook, and it raises the enquiry, What is the outlook of each of us? Each of us has a certain sense of the values of things with which he has to do. I feel concerned that we examine our sense of values, so that our outlook is what God would have it to be. We may well ask ourselves what our minds turn to most frequently. What are the things which engage our attention, and what is the value of them? What is the abiding value of them? Are we occupied with passing things, things that soon will pass away? The Lord, I believe, in such a case would change our outlook. 

The apostle is very free in this letter to confide his inward feelings and he would by that means reach into our inward feelings, because things go on in us which nobody else can see. 

You may have some very cherished object in your course here; it may be cherished in secret. 

Of course, the Lord Jesus sees it. It is known to God, but it may so far as others around you are concerned be secret. I wonder if anyone secretly is turning away from the precious things of Christ? I should not need to ask that question in a company like this, but somehow the matter is in my mind to ask the question—Is anyone turning away from Jesus? 

God would use such a time as this to change your outlook. 

Paul’s outlook had been changed on the Damascus road. He makes much of Christ in this passage. Not only does he make much of Christ but he makes much of the knowledge of Christ, “The excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord”. What is your knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord? Can you speak of ‘Christ Jesus my Lord’? Does that expression have real meaning in your life? Is it a life that is lived and is planned in relation to Christ as Lord? That is of the greatest importance. It is practical Christianity, if we live in relation to Christ as Lord. Have you what I could speak of as a current knowledge of Christ? Have you gained some fresh impression of Christ today? Maybe you got one in this meeting. But did you get one outside of these meetings? Did you speak to the Lord before you came and get an impression of Him? That is what I mean when I say ‘current knowledge’ of Christ Jesus our Lord. The knowledge of Him is something exceedingly precious. Of course He in His Person is glorious. Let the glory of Christ penetrate deeply into our hearts. But the knowledge of Him is precious, and that is what He would strengthen in every heart here. 

To Saul of Tarsus that knowledge became everything. There were many things that Saul of Tarsus had gone on with. He was a very fine exponent of Judaism. He was a very well educated man; he moved among the leaders of Judaism. They would have spoken of Saul of Tarsus as one of the promising young men of his day. But all that was changed, and it was the Lord Jesus, a Man in heaven, who changed it, changed it in a moment of time, in presenting Himself to this man. What grace was in that, for Saul of Tarsus was a great opposer of Christ. 

But the Lord changed his whole outlook. The outlook which governs you is the vital thing. I know what it is to have certain secret ambitions, maybe ambitions as to things here. I might want a good job; I might seek prominence among men. There may be these secret ambitions working, and they may become my outlook. But the Lord is going to change it so that your outlook may be Christ. See what Paul says now—“What things were gain to me these I counted, on account of Christ, loss”. 

The sense of values is completely changed. What was of the greatest value is now of no value, because something of supreme value has changed it. The outlook of this beloved servant was now Christ. Christ filled his vision, Christ filled his heart, Christ governed him in everything he did. And that in one sense is vital Christianity, that what governs and dominates everything is Christ. 

What will bring about this change of outlook is to see what the true value of things is. So he goes on to say, “I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord”. That is, there is one single thing in comparison with which everything else is loss. You know how men compile their accounts; they have losses on one side, and profits on the other. On the side of profits Paul would write ‘Christ’ and on the other side he would write everything else, because the profit side is Christ, I believe we need this sense of values, all of us. There are things to which we devote our minds, things to which we devote our time, things to which we devote our energy—what is the real value of them? The Lord would help us to examine that. I am not speaking, of course, of what is normal to our households; I am not speaking of what under the Lord is necessary to provide things honest before men, but things which may come in to occupy where Christ should be. 

And that is what the beloved apostle is writing about here. He says, “I … count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ”. That is, there is such a thing as gaining Christ; not just that you know about Him; not just that you read about Him; but there is a knowledge and appreciation of Christ which is yours, which you have reached in His presence and under the skilful touch of His instruction. How He loves to instruct us, to increase our understanding of what is truly precious! 

Then Paul speaks of his righteousness. I have often been impressed that he reverts to the principle of righteousness, emphasizing that his righteousness is of God through faith. I think it is because we often go back to our own righteousness instead of standing on the simple ground of the glad tidings. Just think about that! I believe we sometimes revert to our own righteousness, perhaps to justify ourselves in something we do. But there is only one righteousness in the sight of God, and that righteousness is absolute and stable and we owe it to Jesus. 

Then he says, “to know him, and the power of his resurrection”. Christ is out of death now. The power of His resurrection is real because in coming out of death He has opened up a whole order of things beyond death. The portion of those who love Him in these days is beyond death. This is to free us from being earthly-minded. We are not just thinking of present things; we have an inheritance. Have we explored the inheritance? The inheritance lies beyond death. It is opened up to us in the power of the resurrection of Christ and our association with Him. We have the Spirit as the earnest of the inheritance. That is, it is part of His wonderful service to give us some experience of what the inheritance is. We need to go in for it. There needs to be purpose of heart with us to claim and enjoy our portion in the inheritance. It is opened up to us by the power of His resurrection. We have a portion which death cannot touch. Oh what a comfort that is! In a scene of moral death, a world which “lies in the wicked one” (1 John 5: 19), we have a portion that death cannot touch. 

Then there is the fellowship of His sufferings. We find we suffer; we suffer perhaps in different ways. We suffer reproach at our work. We do not go to the social events. We say, ‘No, I love Christ’. We may come under reproach because we will not join a union. We say, ‘No, I belong to the Lord’. Sufferings are real; but it is the fellowship of His sufferings. He supremely has been the Sufferer. No one has suffered as Jesus has. No one in the whole course of the creation has suffered as Jesus did. But His lovers suffer with Him, and we can say that often His lovers suffer together, and in their sufferings are bound together in holy sympathy. The fellowship of His sufferings brings great support in suffering circumstances. 

And then Paul says, “If any way I arrive at the resurrection from among the dead”. That is, he recognizes that the reality of things is dependent on committal. It is not a question whether he will be raised. The question is his coming now into the gain of resurrection power and the enjoyment of what lies outside of death. There is a certain allusion there to eternal life, which death cannot touch. He says, “Not that I have already obtained the prize”. He is not claiming to have reached the prize yet. None of us could claim that. But he is striving after it, and there is this side of the truth for us to consider tonight, that we have to follow things through in our responsible course here. We often have wonderful truths opened up to us. But then that has to be followed through in our responsible life, and that is what Paul is saying to us here. He says, “I pursue, if also I may get possession of it”. He is moving in energy and purpose of heart. He has a single object, which is Christ; he is pursuing this object, and the whole energy of the man is devoted to it. 

We cannot claim to understand wealthy elements of the truth and yet live in a different way. 

That is a real issue; whether we value these precious things and live in relation to them. So he says, “Seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ Jesus”. He emphasizes this point that Christ has a claim upon him. He has been taken possession of by Christ and he is yielding himself to that; he is not resisting it. The claim of the Lord Jesus is absolute. What a blessed thing, what a wonderful thing, to have Christ as prime object in everything! We thus come into the assembly in the true character of it, for the assembly cherishes Christ, the glorious Bridegroom; the assembly appreciates and understands the love of Christ and characteristically responds to that love. The assembly consists of persons who have Christ before them. 

So he says, “Forgetting the things behind”. There is much that we can afford to forget. I do not mean unjudged sins, but there are many things we can well afford to forget, while “stretching out to the things before”. I wonder what these “things before” would be in the writer’s mind. He would be thinking of the supremacy of Christ, and then of the assembly here as answering to is heart. He would be thinking of the service of God proceeding, and we are thinking of that as the first day of the week draws near. These are the things to which he is stretching out; that is his outlook; his energy, his whole being, are in this direction. We often speak of committal. But this is what committal really means, that the whole being of the person is towards Christ. So he says further, “I pursue, looking towards the goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus”. What an object he had!—and the whole .energy of the man was directed to it. What an outlook he had, and he is free to tell us about it, to stimulate us so that our outlook may be like his own. May Christ fill our hearts and fill our lives, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Bad Endbach
14 April 1979 

 


Scripture references

Philippians 3:7-14 (JND) [7] but what things were gain to me these I counted, on account of Christ, loss. [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ; [9] and that I may be found in him, not having my righteousness, which [would be] on the principle of law, but that which is by faith of Christ, the righteousness which [is] of God through faith, [10] to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death, [11] if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among [the] dead. [12] Not that I have already obtained [the prize], or am already perfected; but I pursue, if also I may get possession [of it], seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ [Jesus]. [13] Brethren, *I* do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.

1 John 5:19 (JND) [19] We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the wicked [one].



FAITHFUL MEN


E. M. Walkinshaw 

1 John 3: 16; 2 Timothy 2: 1 

John does not tell us, dear brethren, who the “he” is, because it is not necessary. The “he” 

who laid down His life for us is Jesus, and His action originated in love. I think the Holy Spirit of God would specially call our attention to that Person and His love. “Hereby we have known love, because he has laid down his life for us”. I suppose everyone here has known it, as our departed brother knew it. It involved, I believe, a total committal on His part. Another scripture says, “Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15: 3, 4), but I think John has in his mind the total committal of the Lord Jesus even to the point of laying down His life. What a life it was! one by itself, a life in blood and flesh 

of absolute and infinite perfection. There was never the like before, nor has there been since; therefore we can see the immensity of the sacrifice of Jesus in laying down His life for us. Of course, He glorified God in it, but I believe the touching appeal here is that He laid it down for us. How many times those two simple words appear in Scripture, what has been done for us. 

So we think of the immense sacrifice of Jesus, who gave up His life in that condition of blood and flesh, never to be resumed in that condition. His life was taken again, in another condition, as He said—“I lay it down of myself and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father” (John 10: 18); but when we think of the brief span of the life of Jesus in blood and flesh (as I said, never before was there the like nor has there been since), we get an impression of the immensity of the sacrifice of Jesus in laying down His life for us. 

But then John says, “and we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives”, and I would like to make a strong appeal to each of us, especially younger men here, to hold your life at the disposal of the brethren, using that relationship in no more limited meaning than John gives it. “We ought for the brethren to lay down our lives”—I believe our brother laid down his life for the brethren. He held it at their disposal; a brother, a father, and a teacher, one who will be greatly missed. Nevertheless, as we are here, I believe the Spirit of God would appeal to each of us, specially younger men, to hold our lives at the disposal of the brethren, to lay them down so that something may be secured for the heart of Christ and for the pleasure of God. 

How wonderful!—“We ought for the brethren to lay down our lives”. 

I read the next passage because there we get Paul exhorting a young man, I suppose in the most difficult circumstances. Paul himself was about to depart and we might have thought that that would be a catastrophe in the testimony. As to love, and the place Paul had in the heart of Christ, he could not be dispensed with, but no servant, as such, is indispensable. 

There is only one Man who is indispensable, and that is Jesus; He is indispensable to all of us. Paul is encouraging Timothy. He says, “Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus”. Everything for God is in that Man, in a safe place; the purpose of God is in Christ Jesus, everything established. No matter, Timothy, what happens in the time to come, everything is established for God in Christ Jesus. What a comfort that is, dear brethren. And now we think of this man as a young man. Some of us are getting older; we know not how many days we may have left, any of us. Of course, we may all go together; we would be very happy about that; but looking at the testimony, we know not how long, or how many days, we have left, and we would love to encourage our younger brethren. 

We think of Timothy and what he had heard from Paul. It is what Paul taught, what we call Pauline ministry, that is to be carried through; the assembly in its heavenly relations with Christ, but also the assembly here in the economy of local assemblies. It is all to be carried through, whether it be the representation of God here, or the assembly for the heart of Christ. 

“The things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men”. He does not say gifted men. They may be that, but a gifted man may be unfaithful. 

Some gifted men have been unfaithful. What Paul says here is, “these entrust to faithful men”. Beloved brethren, gift is sovereignly given; faithfulness is a moral 

quality. We cannot all be gifted, because that is a matter for the Lord, but we can all be faithful. May the Lord help us to be faithful. Our brother was undoubtedly gifted, but he was also faithful, and moreover he was a soldier. 

There are many that work hard, and many may be fellow-prisoners of Paul, but when it comes to being a fellow-soldier of Paul we are inclined to dodge the issue. We are not to feed on conflict, but we are to be prepared for it, dear brethren. “Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (v.3). May we know what that is; may our younger men commit themselves to it. Think of what has been delivered to the saints in the recovery; think of the progressive ministry; our brother held firmly to it. He not only knew it as having apprehended it in his mind, but it was built into his soul, and it is just that that gives moral power. May we learn to value what has been delivered to us in the recovery, to treat of it in the power of the Holy Spirit, to know what it is to be faithful in it, and to know what it is, when necessary, to enter into conflict to defend it. 

Our brother is gone; he is with the Lord. He died in the Lord. I think that could be justly said. 

The word today is for us who remain, and the Lord would not simply challenge us, but I believe He would encourage us to be marked by faithfulness in the few days that remain; faithfulness to the truth, faithfulness to Himself, of course, and learning what it is to hold our lives available to the brethren. May the Lord strengthen us all in the path, and specially may our beloved sister, and the family, know His sympathy, not something learned as a text of Scripture, but something learned in its living reality. May it be so, for His glory and pleasure. 

Word at the burial of Mr. A. A. Bellamy, Buckhurst Hill
26 February 1981 

 


Scripture references

1 John 3:16 (JND) [16] Hereby we have known love, because *he* has laid down his life for us; and *we* ought for the brethren to lay down [our] lives.

2 Timothy 2:1 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus.

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (JND) [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; [4] and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the scriptures;

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.



THE PRINCIPLE OF BEING SENT


A. A. Bellamy1

Genesis 37: 12–17; 1 Samuel 17: 17, 18, 28–30; Mark 11: 1–8 

I wanted to say a word, dear brethren, as to the principle of being sent and how it enters into Christianity. “The Father has sent the Son as Saviour of the world”, 1 John 4: 14. Being sent involved not only the obedience of the Christ but it involved the purpose in the mind of the Father who sent Him. It is a great thing for us to be under authority, as was the centurion, who discerned that the Lord was under authority. The centurion said he had men under him and said, “I say to this one. Go, and he goes; and to another, Come, and he comes; and to my bondman. Do this, and he does it”, Luke 7: 8. It is the great thought of availability and obedience, but it does not extend to the purpose side of things. When we come to Christianity we have to do with God as having purposed us for blessing. 

So the sending has in mind not only that man should be served and relieved of what lay upon him but that God might be known to him as revealed. The Father sent the Son; how often the Lord refers to that, to Himself as having been sent by the Father. Now this great principle enters into Christianity. It is seen in its glory in Christ, the sent One; “Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent”; the Father’s sent One. But then it is seen in lesser measure, but according to the same principle, in the apostles. They were the sent ones; He chose them. It says, “He appointed twelve that they might be with him, and that he might send them”, Mark 3: 14. That is how Christianity was inaugurated, on this great principle of persons being sent. It was not exactly new. You go back a little and you see it in the presence and the ministry of John the baptist. It was the ministry of one who had been sent, sent from God; it says, “There was a man sent from God”, John 1: 6. Would that there were more, beloved brethren. What grace would mark the service of one such sent from God; what grace, and what authority! The idea in being sent is that the authority of the sender is behind the service rendered by the sent one, authority and grace. 

Well, I wanted to say just a simple word as to this principle as it is pointed to in these passages, beginning with Joseph. Earlier in this chapter the position is seen to be difficult; the position with the brethren was difficult. There was lack of friendliness. It was not as John says, “Greet the friends by name”, 3 John 14. They could not greet Joseph with friendliness, but he went to them. He was sent by the father. This is very significant. In some way the character of the father would come into expression in the service rendered by the son. That is a very great matter. Paul approaches the difficult situation in Corinth in spiritual fatherly feelings. Then he sent Timothy, his true child in the faith, and as Timothy came into Corinth there would be some expression of fatherhood too, as sent by Paul. Paul says, “If ye should have ten thousand instructors in Christ”—a good supply—“yet not many fathers ... For this reason I have sent to you Timotheus, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, who shall put you in mind of my ways as they are in Christ” (1 Corinthians 4: 15–17)—not bringing a lot of information but just Paul’s ways as they were in Christ. Think of what an influence that must have had, dear brethren. 

I think that is how Joseph went at this time. “See after the welfare of thy brethren”. Paul writes to the Philippians and he speaks of sending Timothy too. How would Timothy be there? “For I have no one”, he says, “like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on”, Philippians 2: 20. We commonly say to one another, How are you? Well, dear brethren, how are we? How are we getting on? That is it! Timothy would come into close quarters with the brethren at Philippi—Lydia, the gaoler—and he would just say that, How are you getting on? That would be the character of the presence of Timothy at Philippi. That is how Joseph, I think, came amongst his brethren, seeking their welfare. 

The father also spoke of “the welfare of the flock”. That is a little wider. There is only one flock. The men of God who have gone before us served the church. Particularly Mr. Raven gives you that impression, that he had before him the church of God in its entirety. We need to be preserved in that outlook, beloved brethren, as to the flock. Feed the flock of God. What have we that does not belong to the flock? It is their portion; it belongs to every believer. 

They may claim it at any time. Any and every believer, whoever and wherever he may be, may claim his inheritance at any time—but not on his own terms, on divine terms. So, “Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”, 2 Timothy 2: 19. Those are the terms. We know it well enough but let us be observant of the terms on which we may claim possession of what belongs to us. Let us have regard to it. Mr. Darby faced the possibility of the testimony being taken away from some and given to others. God can do that. He has done it! Look at the history of Israel; He put His testimony there. The time came when it was transferred, Israel proving to be unfaithful. The leaders said, “May it never be!” (Luke 20: 16)—but it was. Those are solemn considerations bearing on the need of faithfulness on the part of us all. 

Well, this man Joseph is seeking something, seeking his brethren. How are your brethren getting on where you are? You might ask me that question, How are they getting on? Someone says, What are you doing here? What are you seeking? I am seeking my brethren. 

Do we seek our brethren? I am not speaking for the moment of going to or reaching out to those who have lost their way, but those who are near. The Lord came and He preached to those that were far off and to those that were near. There are those who are near. They were his brethren and he sought them and it says this, man found Joseph wandering in the country. 

Then it says Joseph went after his brethren and found them at Dothan. He will go after them again too. Oh what a history it was, was it not, seeking after his brethren. What searching of heart entered into it. Things in their history had to come up, you see. They were guilty and they said so—“We are indeed guilty concerning our brother, whose anguish of soul we saw when he besought us, and we did not hearken”, Genesis 42: 21. 

These are the exercises connected with going after your brethren. And what feelings entered into, it; Joseph was among the weepers. There are many weepers in Scripture, not publicly, but behind the scenes in the presence of God. Joseph went into his own chamber and wept. 

Well, there is no need to say more about it, dear brethren, but I just draw attention to the principle of being sent and how we may be in our localities and in any service we may seek to render, and whether it is at all in the power of the sense of being sent. 

Now we come to David, sent by the father again. He was quite a young man. Jesse said to David his son, “Take, I pray, for thy brethren, this ephah of parched corn and these ten loaves, and carry them quickly”. Notice that word, “quickly” (or ‘run’). We are suffering from undue delay in certain matters. What marks grace is haste. The father “ran, and fell upon his neck, and covered him with kisses”, Luke 15: 20. 

It is the rapidity with which grace acts there, and here. David ran towards the ranks to meet the Philistine, it says. But he was to carry certain things to his brethren. These things, Paul says, “entrust to faithful men”—that is the true succession—“such as shall be competent to instruct others also”, 2 Timothy 2: 2. That is true succession, the spiritual succession. Think of having a part, as being sent, in such a matter as that. 

Then the captain of the thousand comes in for special notice—“ten cheeses to the captain of the thousand”. There are special responsibilities on the battlefield. This is the battlefield and David represents a good soldier of Jesus Christ, that is what he is. Again it reminds us of Paul and Timothy. Timothy’s character was one of timidity; he had to be enjoined to stir up the gift that was in him. He would be retiring. How much do we understand the sphere of conflict for the truth and what it calls for, dear brethren, what it is to be sent into it? It is not contentiousness but “contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints”, Jude 3. He came amongst them and he is challenged by the eldest brother. That is the thing we may have to face. Then David answers in this meek and lowly way; he says, “Was it not laid upon me?” 

We referred in the reading to “demand”, the sense of obligation; “Was it not laid upon me?” How has the truth reached us? There was one man who said, “for a necessity is laid upon me” (1 Corinthians 9: 16), and that is how the truth has reached us, dear brethren. He was not deflected; who suffered like him, next to Christ? How much do we value the truth—especially the truth of the mystery? and when you think of the cost at which it came to us it makes you value it more. It makes you determined not to barter it, to give it up, to turn away. “Was it not laid upon me?”, David says. Oh for more of that spirit! Things are laid upon us, entrusted to us. The sense of obligation is brought upon us by grace so that we prove faithful. 

Now in Mark we have two sent. They are not spoken of as apostles, but they are sent by the Lord. It is not exactly the battlefield. It is a question here of liberation—liberation! One would desire more than anything to be able to liberate the brethren, to set them free. It is the great thought in the divine mind; “Let my son go, that he may serve me”, Exodus 4: 23. Let him go, that is what we have here, “Loose it”—“Loose it and lead it here”. Why? “The Lord has need of it”. There is a great need for this kind of service, but you need to be sent for it. 

We need to be sent. I do not think there is much power except in those who are sent. Again, what they do is challenged. “What are ye doing?” And they said what the Lord had said. And what had the Lord said? “The Lord has need of it”. What an elevated approach, where what should be released is bound—“The Lord has need of it”. Oh that we might have a sense of that more deeply; what the Lord needs. 

He needs everyone; He certainly needs the young people. That is how we usually use this scripture as to the colt. But it is more, than that! No child of man ever sat upon this colt. 

There was something there which had not been accomplished by human agency at all. That is so wonderful about a believer, a person who has been born again; there is that quality about him. It is mysterious, “thus is every one that is born of the Spirit”, John 3: 8. And I am perfectly certain, dear brethren, that there is something of that character in every locality where the saints are walking in the truth of the assembly. “Upon which no child of man has ever sat”—it is the work of God that has not been brought about by human agency. How precious it is! Well might the Lord say to us, “The Lord has need of it”. It is a question of the divine need. “Let my son go, that he may serve me”, Exodus 4: 23. It was the divine need. Moses had to enter into what that meant, sufferingly too. 

Well, they loosed the colt and set it free. They are the liberators now, under divine authority. It is not ‘Loose him and let him come here’, but “Lead it here”. All liberation and recovery is to Christ. You see that in the prophets. Jehovah says, “If thou wilt return ... return unto me”, Jeremiah 4: 1. What an appeal there is in that! as if Jehovah would say, I have felt your absence; you have not been available for so long. “If thou wilt return ... return unto me”. 

Well, they loosed the colt. It would involve not only the sense of liberty in our souls but what it is to be set free in service Godward, like that bird in Leviticus, “let ... loose into the open field” (Leviticus 14: 7), free to soar upwards. Mr. Taylor said in one address, We are going into heaven; are you coming? There is no doubt about it; we are going into heaven, dear brethren, but are you coming? Are you free? That bird was let loose into the open field. It is not only the power of resurrection; Paul says, “to know him, and the power of his resurrection” (Philippians 3: 10); it is the power not only to rise, but to ascend, and I say again, we are going into heaven. What a time! what a need there is for liberating the brethren, setting them free. “Loose it and lead it here”—Where do you think he would go? It is like John 11, and he goes to John 12. That is where he goes. Lazarus was one of those that sat at table with Him. It is the sphere of privilege; out of death and risen with Christ. Oh, Christianity is a wonderful thing when you touch it in its vitality. It is not a philosophy or code of teaching—it is that our “life is hid with the Christ in God”, Colossians 3: 3. And it is to be known now. There He has “commanded the blessing, life for evermore”, Psalm 133: 3. Where is that? Brethren dwelling together in unity. Well, you say, there is nothing to disturb the unity in this place; nor should there be in any place. 

These are serious matters, beloved brethren. We do not need to delay in them. There is a need to do as David did; he ran. He took time by the forelock; he redeemed opportunities; and thus the situation will be protected and preserved, but this all hinges on persons being sent. It is a very great matter, yet a very simple matter. We all have a local setting. The Lord has put us where we are; we have not chosen it, and we have not chosen each other. The whole thing is under divine control and direction. The concern is that we might be there in the full intelligence of what is proper to it, and be in some sense those who have the consciousness of being sent, every day not acting in a free-lance or independent way, but as sent. “The Father has sent the Son as Saviour of the world”, 1 John 4: 14. May He bless the word, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Vancouver
14 February 1981 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 37:12-17 (JND) [12] And his brethren went to feed their father's flock at Shechem. [13] And Israel said to Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed [the flock] at Shechem? Come, that I may send thee to them. And he said to him, Here am I. [14] And he said to him, Go, I pray thee, see after the welfare of thy brethren, and after the welfare of the flock; and bring me word again. And he sent him out of the vale of Hebron; and he came towards Shechem. [15] And a man found him, and behold, he was wandering in the country; and the man asked him, saying, What seekest thou? [16] And he said, I am seeking my brethren: tell me, I pray thee, where they feed [their flocks]. [17] And the man said, They have removed from this; for I heard them say, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after his brethren, and found them at Dothan.

1 Samuel 17:17-30 (JND) [17] And Jesse said to David his son, Take, I pray, for thy brethren, this ephah of parched [corn] and these ten loaves, and carry them quickly to the camp to thy brethren; [18] and carry these ten cheeses to the captain of the thousand, and visit thy brethren to see how they are, and take a pledge of them. [19] Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel [were] in the valley of terebinths, fighting against the Philistines. [20] And David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep with a keeper, and took his charge and went, as Jesse had commanded him. And he came to the wagon-defence; and the host which was going forth to the battle-array shouted for the fight. [21] And Israel and the Philistines put the battle in array, rank against rank. [22] And David left the things he was carrying in the hand of the keeper of the baggage, and ran into the ranks, and came and saluted his brethren. [23] And as he talked with them, behold there came up the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the ranks of the Philistines, and spoke according to the same words; and David heard [them]. [24] And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him and were greatly afraid. [25] And the men of Israel said, Have ye seen this man that comes up? for to defy Israel is he come up: and it shall be, that the man who smites him, him will the king enrich with great riches, and will give him his daughter, and make his father's house free in Israel. [26] And David spoke to the men that stood by him, saying, What shall be done to the man that smites this Philistine, and takes away the reproach from Israel? for who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God? [27] And the people told him after this manner, saying, So shall it be done to the man that smites him. [28] And Eliab, his eldest brother, heard while he spoke to the men; and Eliab's anger was kindled against David, and he said, Why art thou come down? and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know thy pride and the naughtiness of thy heart; for thou art come down that thou mightest see the battle. …

Mark 11:1-8 (JND) [1] And when they draw near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, he sends two of his disciples, [2] and says to them, Go into the village which is over against you, and immediately on entering into it ye will find a colt tied, upon which no [child] of man has ever sat: loose it and lead it [here]. [3] And if any one say to you, Why do ye this? say, The Lord has need of it; and straightway he sends it hither. [4] And they departed, and found a colt bound to the door without at the crossway, and they loose him. [5] And some of those who stood there said to them, What are ye doing, loosing the colt? [6] And they said to them as Jesus had commanded. And they let them [do it]. [7] And they led the colt to Jesus, and cast their clothes upon it, and he sat on it; [8] and many strewed their clothes on the way, and others cut down branches from the trees [and went on strewing them on the way].

1 John 4:14 (JND) [14] And *we* have seen, and testify, that the Father has sent the Son [as] Saviour of the world.

Luke 7:8 (JND) [8] For *I* also am a man placed under authority, having under myself soldiers, and I say to this [one], Go, and he goes; and to another, Come, and he comes; and to my bondman, Do this, and he does [it].

Mark 3:14 (JND) [14] And he appointed twelve that they might be with him, and that he might send them to preach,

John 1:6 (JND) [6] There was a man sent from God, his name John.

3 John 1:14 (JND) [14] but I hope soon to see thee, and we will speak mouth to mouth. Peace [be] to thee. The friends greet thee. Greet the friends by name.

1 Corinthians 4:15-17 (JND) [15] For if ye should have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet not many fathers; for in Christ Jesus *I* have begotten you through the glad tidings. [16] I entreat you therefore, be my imitators. [17] For this reason I have sent to you Timotheus, who is my beloved and faithful child in [the] Lord, who shall put you in mind of my ways [as] they [are] in Christ, according as I teach everywhere in every assembly.

Philippians 2:20 (JND) [20] For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on.

2 Timothy 2:19 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity.

Luke 20:16 (JND) [16] He will come and destroy those husbandmen, and will give the vineyard to others. And when they heard it they said, May it never be!

Genesis 42:21 (JND) [21] Then they said one to another, We are indeed guilty concerning our brother, whose anguish of soul we saw when he besought us, and we did not hearken; therefore this distress is come upon us.

Luke 15:20 (JND) [20] And he rose up and went to his own father. But while he was yet a long way off, his father saw him, and was moved with compassion, and ran, and fell upon his neck, and covered him with kisses.

2 Timothy 2:2 (JND) [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also.

Jude 1:3 (JND) [3] Beloved, using all diligence to write to you of our common salvation, I have been obliged to write to you exhorting [you] to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints.

1 Corinthians 9:16 (JND) [16] For if I announce the glad tidings, I have nothing to boast of; for a necessity is laid upon me; for it is woe to me if I should not announce the glad tidings.

Exodus 4:23 (JND) [23] And I say to thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me. And if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill thy son, thy firstborn.

John 3:8 (JND) [8] The wind blows where it will, and thou hearest its voice, but knowest not whence it comes and where it goes: thus is every one that is born of the Spirit.

Exodus 4:23 (JND) [23] And I say to thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me. And if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill thy son, thy firstborn.

Jeremiah 4:1 (JND) [1] If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith Jehovah, return unto me; and if thou wilt put away thine abominations out of my sight, then shalt thou not be a wanderer;

Leviticus 14:7 (JND) [7] and he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven times, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird loose into the open field.

Philippians 3:10 (JND) [10] to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death,

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Colossians 3:3 (JND) [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God.

Psalms 133:3 (JND) [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore.

1 John 4:14 (JND) [14] And *we* have seen, and testify, that the Father has sent the Son [as] Saviour of the world.



CHANGE


J. R. Cumming 

Luke 9: 51–56; 1 Samuel 26: 6–9 

A few words, beloved brethren, on the constant need there is with us as to the acceptance of change coming into our lives. Basically, as has been expressed already tonight, that would involve with us a need for self-judgment. It is a remarkable thing that these two men, James and John, had come through all the instruction and all that they had witnessed in this wonderful chapter, and yet the Lord had to rebuke them. Now that is negative I know, but it is just this impression I have: How real are our experiences when we speak as to the Lord coming in amongst us? I feel the challenge of that and as to what change there is with me. 

What change is there with you, beloved brother and sister, in the reality of having to do with the Lord, especially in the circumstances that are described for us earlier on in the chapter, that “as he prayed the fashion of his countenance became different”? It is a touch of Christ in His own glory, superior in regard to the whole realm of things around—a touch in relation to heavenly glory. 

In the chapter, in the instruction of it, these two had witnessed and had had their part in the testimony, and it worked out that even Herod wondered at all that was happening. Some wonderful things must have been done and it eventuated in Herod wanting to see Jesus. What these men were doing testimonially was working out so that persons were affected. The Lord says to the disciples, “Who do the crowds say that I am?”; and then, “But ye, who do ye say that I am?” Peter said, “The Christ of God” (Luke 9: 20). What a marvellous statement! What an insight he had as to God’s Man, the glory of all that was carried through in our Lord Jesus. These two disciples were therefore witnesses with Peter as to these things and as to the holy mountain and all that was transacted there. 

In the verses that we have read things are going on and the Lord is proceeding in regard to the line of suffering, and that would be something for us to be constantly affected by. I believe there is a need to keep in mind that the truth of Christianity involves a suffering way. If we think things are going to go the way we would like them to go then we can act wrongly just as these two did here. The wrong spirit was in them. I think that is a challenge for us all, beloved brethren, because the Lord places persons amongst us who show the kind of spirit we should have, think the Lord has spoken and is speaking quite distinctly to us about this. A brother has been taken from us, and what kind of spirit did he have? He had the kind of spirit that I would like to have myself, and yet he is taken. Our brother in the previous word said that the testimony is to continue. What kind of spirit is it going to continue in? James and John said, “Lord, wilt thou that we speak that fire come down from heaven?” The Lord rebuked them. Good men as they were, active men, sons of thunder (the Lord gave them that name), He says, “Ye know not of what spirit ye are”. Then comes that verse, “And they went to another village”, (Luke 9: 56). I think the truth working out in the suffering way involves that there is always resource. The Lord being with us, the Spirit too in His service of comfort to us, there is always another way. May I refer again to the brother who has been taken from us; we can distinctly remember many times when he was asked certain things, especially in our administration, and he gave us a touch of another way; that is the Spirit. 

I am linking this on with 1 Samuel 26 because we see there that David had changed. He now had every opportunity to finalise things in relation to Saul, to settle them, and Abishai—you might say a brother with him—says, “And now let me smite him ... once, and I will not do it the second time”. But the spirit of Christ in David wins the day. It brings in something of triumph because this is not how a man of the world would act; this is how a man acts who is under the complete dominance of Another. The Lord had His way in David’s heart. Now what brought the change about, beloved brethren? Why is it that this way cuts across every concept of what human ambition might bring us to? Naturally the way is to go right ahead and get it done and think everything will be all right. Something says, ‘No, no; it is another way’. 

David had had a touch in chapter 25 of what the assembly really is. He met Abigail. The brother who has been taken from us—I trust the brethren do not mind my making this reference—was an assembly man, and I do not think there could be a higher commendation than being so described. Now this means that what has been left in the way of a vacancy has to be filled. We were singing last night in the prayer meeting— 

‘That we, who have their teaching stored 

Within our hearts, may now step forth 

To fill the ranks with heav’nly worth’. (Hymn 424) 

That is what is needed. David had come in contact with Abigail and some things were outstanding with her. Look at chapter 25 verse 18—“Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and two skin-bottles of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched corn, and a hundred raisin-cakes, and two hundred fig-cakes, and laid them on asses”, (1 Samuel 25: 18). You know, this is the line where there is resource and it is seen in the assembly. Everything that was negated as far as Nabal was concerned was provided here in abundance by Abigail. David and his men were affected by that and it really suggests the assembly functioning. Then it goes on to say that she was “coming down” and David and his men “came down”. 

Beloved brethren, we say it so often, but the whole answer to difficulties in the assembly is on the line of going down. May I again say that we have had an example of that in our own city, a brother who did not assert himself and who was marked by “going along with the lowly”, as it tells us in Romans 12, and “distributing to the necessities of the saints”. 

That is what is left to us to fill out in testimony. Am I ready to help where I can in filling the vacancy? Are you? Because there is a need. Our brother will be missed, missed in his family and missed amongst the brethren. The Lord would speak to us about this. Abigail then says, ‘I will take the blame for it’. It tells us that in verse 24—“Upon me let the iniquity be”. She was not to blame, but she took the way down and she took the blame. The Spirit helped her in that. You might say David saw this and was affected by it. She then brings in that lovely touch about “the bundle of the living” (verse 29)—what a view she had of what the assembly really is. Beloved brethren, her testimony in this affected David so that he did not do the thing that he might have done if he had allowed his own natural impulses to take over, especially when someone of standing had said, ‘Look, that is the thing to do’. 

Let us be preserved in the line of teaching and direction that comes into our hearts as we make way for the Lord speaking to us in, and about, the assembly. Again I say, the Lord has indicated something in our brother being taken. We have quite a solemn history in this city during these last few years with brothers and sisters being taken. The line of numerical prosperity is not so evident, but let us see that there is a line of spiritual prosperity because that is what the Lord is looking for. May our hearts be encouraged in that there is another way, there is “another village”. The Spirit would direct us in this; He is the Spirit of Christ and there are resources in the local assembly which would show that the Lord is operating. May we be affected by it for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
30 December 1980




Scripture references

Luke 9:51-56 (JND) [51] And it came to pass when the days of his receiving up were fulfilled, that *he* stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem. [52] And he sent messengers before his face. And having gone they entered into a village of the Samaritans that they might make ready for him. [53] And they did not receive him, because his face was [turned as] going to Jerusalem. [54] And his disciples James and John seeing [it] said, Lord, wilt thou that we speak [that] fire come down from heaven and consume them, as also Elias did? [55] But turning he rebuked them [and said, Ye know not of what spirit ye are]. [56] And they went to another village.

1 Samuel 26:6-9 (JND) [6] And David spake and said to Ahimelech the Hittite, and to Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab's brother, saying, Who will go down with me to Saul to the camp? And Abishai said, I will go down with thee. [7] And David and Abishai came to the people by night, and behold, Saul lay sleeping within the wagon-defence, and his spear stuck in the ground at his head; and Abner and the people lay round about him. [8] And Abishai said to David, God has delivered thine enemy into thy hand this day; and now let me smite him, I pray thee, with the spear, even to the ground once, and I will not do it the second time. [9] And David said to Abishai, Destroy him not; for who can stretch forth his hand against Jehovah's anointed, and be guiltless?

Luke 9:20 (JND) [20] And he said to them, But *ye*, who do ye say that I am? And Peter answering said, The Christ of God.

Luke 9:56 (JND) [56] And they went to another village.

1 Samuel 26 (JND) [1] And the Ziphites came to Saul to Gibeah, saying, Does not David hide himself in the hill of Hachilah, facing the waste? [2] And Saul arose, and went down to the wilderness of Ziph, having three thousand chosen men of Israel with him, to seek David in the wilderness of Ziph. [3] And Saul encamped in the hill of Hachilah, which faces the waste, by the way side. And David abode in the wilderness; and when he saw that Saul had come after him into the wilderness, …

1 Samuel 25:18 (JND) [18] And Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and two skin-bottles of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched [corn], and a hundred raisin-cakes, and two hundred fig-cakes, and laid them on asses.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …



EXTRACT





I had the great privilege of contact with beloved J. B. Stoney in my early days, and I am sure his personal influence and his ministry affected me very much, and gave a character to my exercises which they would not otherwise have had. But while saying this I can only feel humbled that I had not more devotedness and spiritual energy to follow up what he presented so earnestly to the hearts of the saints. His last words to me, when I saw him just before his departure, were, ‘Follow Him adoringly’. They came to me with much power, for it was just what he had done himself. 

Extract from letter dated 29 November 1941 from C. A. Coates to C. B. Stoney; Melbourne 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by C. Ellis, Billericay, Essex, England
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	[←1]
	 With Christ 19 February 1981
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