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CHRIST ON GOD’S SIDE

W. McKillop 

Matthew 16: 13–16; Luke 9: 18–20; John 6: 67–69 

These passages refer to Christ on God’s side—“the Son of the living God”; “The Christ of God”, and “the holy one of God”. The Lord would have us to understand more fully and clearly what He is on God’s side before the assembly period finishes. In speaking to the overcomer at Philadelphia, He says, “I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God ... and my new name”, Revelation 3: 12. That scripture warrants our saying that the Lord would have us to apprehend more clearly and definitely what He is on God’s side. The more we look into Paul’s intelligence as to the mystery the more we shall see what is before the great apostle is what Christ is on God’s side. Of necessity Christ had to be on our side too. The purpose of God as to us had to be effectuated, but the prime thought of all that Christ has done as having come into manhood is really that He has been acting on God’s side, to bring out who and what God is, and then to effectuate in man an answer to that in affection and spiritual intelligence. 

So I have selected Peter, out of many others who could have been spoken about, because his history is peculiarly helpful to us. He was a man of like passions with ourselves. I am not thinking for the moment of his place as the first of the apostles, but what he was as a man who came under the Lord’s hand, and upon whom the Lord lavished a great deal of love and care and skilful workmanship, in order to free Peter from his natural characteristics and tendencies, and to make him the kind of vessel capable of uttering the things we have read in these passages. The Lord is acting on God’s behalf in His labours with every one of us, and with all of us, in order to bring us to answer to the divine standard; 

as the apostle writes to the Ephesians, saying, “until we all arrive ... at the full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ”, Ephesians 4: 13. He also says in that same section, “until we all arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God”. Ministry would fail of the divine intent if Christ on God’s side was not brought before us, and if we were not helped by it to apprehend the blessedness of what it is to see Him on God’s side. 

So the Lord, as He comes into Caesarea-Philippi demanded of His disciples. The word 

‘demanded’ here is not exactly peremptory, but rather implies that the Lord would appeal to us as to what we understand about Himself. So He demanded of His disciples; those are persons who are under divine discipline, if we think of the discipline among us universally of one kind and another, we need to see that running along with it is the Lord’s affection and His enquiry to us all as to what we understand about Himself. So He said, “Who do men say that I the Son of man am?” The passage is one well known to the brethren because it has been referred to thousands of times in the ministry in the last hundred and fifty years. So they report what men in general were saying, and all of it was wide of the mark. I would say without hesitation that you can only find persons who can speak accurately and spiritually about Christ where persons are in the light of the assembly, and maintain assembly principles. 

Matthew is a book of assembly principles. In fact in this book the Lord distinguishes the assembly, speaking of it by itself in Matthew 18 as “the assembly”. It would seem therefore, if the Lord refers to it by itself, to bring out its distinction, it would be well for us to ponder that, and begin to appreciate increasingly the distinctiveness of the assembly. 

So He says to them, “But ye”, the word ye is collective. The Lord is not asking in these days two or three brothers who they say He is; He is putting the question to everyone here. 

Whatever our motives might 

have been for coming here, the Lord would raise this question with us, “But ye”. He would say, You are here now, and I am here, and I want to pose the question to you, “who do ye say that I am?” So Simon Peter—notice his responsible name as well as his spiritual name—

answering said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”. Peter answered this because the Father had revealed it to Him. This revelation as has often been said is in the treasury of the assembly, so it does not need to be repeated, but the question is. Am I getting the gain of it as in the assembly treasury? Are you getting the gain of it, that this Person, this Jesus, is the Son of the living God? It can only be by the Spirit that we apprehend the truth as to this glorious Person. John the baptist said, “I knew Him not”. As we know He was the Lord’s cousin naturally, but the natural link did not help at all in his proximity to the Lord, he says, 

“And I knew him not; but he who sent me to baptise with water, he said to me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on him, he, it is who baptises with the Holy Spirit. And I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God”, John 1: 33, 34. The urgency, beloved brethren, is that we should be cast on the Spirit in order to apprehend who this Person is, and to speak accurately and spiritually about Him, as on God’s side, as Son of the living God. Therefore we want to get the gain of what has preceded us and is in the treasury of the assembly, whether it be on the principle of revelation to Peter, or revelation in Paul as to God’s Son, or in the ministry of the recovery, or in what the Lord is saying as He moves in and out of our local assemblies at the present time. 

Time would really fail to try to enlarge on this thought of the Son of God, but clearly we should understand that certain thoughts shine in regard to this title. One of them is glory, another is love, and another is power. John refers to the glory of the Son of God; Paul refers to the Son of God who has loved me. Think of that Person coming in on God’s side and loving you 

and loving me! That should greatly help us and liberate us as we gather at the Supper tomorrow. But then Paul also says, in Romans 1, that He is marked out Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of the dead (Romans 1: 4). The answer to all these exercises that are current among us—what was mentioned, for instance, in the reading about the reduction in numbers and the aging of brethren in certain localities—is really to drive us to the Son of God who has power to deal with all these things and maintain something in every place that exists at the moment for Himself and for God. He was marked out Son of God in power by resurrection of the dead; there could be no more extreme condition than death, and no greater exhibition of divine power than resurrection, but it was all according to the Spirit of holiness. So that is to characterise you and me as believers according to the epistle to Romans, and it is to characterise us in our localities, according to the epistle to the Hebrews, where we are addressed as holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling. 

Luke seems to be similar but he is taking up things from a different point of view. “And it came to pass as he”, that is Jesus, “was praying alone, his disciples were with him”. You can see the way the Lord is acting here, “he was praying alone, his disciples were with him”. If we are going to be rightly in the assembly it can only be as persons who have spiritual intelligence and can understand the Lord’s movements. He asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” It is men in Matthew, but the crowds in Luke. The crowds would represent persons, whatever they may be as to profession outwardly, who really are not assembly persons; they have not been formed in the truth of the assembly. “But they answering said, John the baptist; but others, Elias; and others, that one of the old prophets has risen again”. 

You see how vague that is. Vagueness in spirituality is not suitable to assembly persons. 

Above all we have not to be vague about the Person of Christ. We ought not to 

be vague or uncertain about any feature of the truth, or any divine principle. “And he said to them. But ye, who do ye say that I am?” Again the Lord is thinking of all of them—“Who do ye say that I am? And Peter” (not Simon Peter now, but Peter)—see how Luke regards him from the priestly point of view—“And Peter answering said, The Christ of God”. I would ask, Do we really understand that the Jesus whom we love, the Jesus in whom we believe, is the Christ of God? Have you come to that in your own soul? Can you say with assurance that He is the Christ of God? Can you say that He is the anointed Man who is acting to establish every feature of the purpose of God for God’s glory? Whether He be building the assembly, or giving gifts from having gone up above all the heavens, or coming preaching peace; from whatever point of view we think of Him, He is acting on God’s behalf, He is the Christ of God. 

Our brother referred in his remarks earlier today to the fact that there are older brethren here. I would like to say to encourage the older brethren what was said to Simeon, that he should not see death till he should have seen the Lord’s Christ; the Christ of God. I am not forgetting the younger brethren in saying that to the older brethren. Generally we speak to the younger brethren because we want to encourage them, which is right. But I want to encourage the older brethren so that they do not droop, they do not become discouraged because of the weakening of the body, and maybe even of the mind, which is humbling. But Simeon had it disclosed to him by the Holy Spirit. It was not some wishful, imaginative thought. It was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death till he should see the Lord’s Christ. I think it would be right to say that the Holy Spirit would disclose to older brethren whether they will be here in the body when the Lord comes. It may be that like Peter, the Lord will say to them, the time of putting off your tabernacle is near at hand. 

But my point is to have us think about the wealth in this statement of Peter’s, “The Christ of God”. With regard to the assembly, it really alludes to the headship of Christ. In Ephesians, to which I referred, the apostle says, “we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ” (Ephesians 4: 15). So the form the activity of Christ takes, the Christ of God, in regard of the assembly is that He is the Head of the body. How wonderful to come under His influence, and to find such resource in that blessed Man as we go on together, because again you notice it is collective “we”. We began with that hymn, ‘Great source of wisdom, power and food’ (No.199); that is the Christ of God, but He is our Head, the Head of the body. God has given Him to be Head over all things to the assembly which is His body. The Spirit of God would help us to get on to that level because the Lord has nothing less in mind than that the dispensation, or as I would rather call it, the assembly period, is to finish on that level. 

Assembly persons are to know Christ’s God, and to know His name written on them, and to know what it is to have the name of the city of His God written on them. The Christ of God is Christ operating in order to effectuate these things with regard to ourselves. It is immensely touching, beloved brethren, that in our very selves, who are here at this time, the Christ of God is acting toward us so that we should not fail to reach and be maintained on this wonderful level. Never mind the smallness and distance, the scattering, and all these other things that have grieved us. Let us fill our souls with exaltation, that the Christ of God is acting to effectuate in us, in the assembly, the whole purpose of God. You might say it is too great a thought. It cannot be because the apostle of the Gentiles said, “I have not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God”, Acts 20: 27. The Christ of God was operating in that apostle, that the full thought might come to us; and the Christ of God is operating in these meetings, beloved brethren, that we should, in some little measure, reach it more. 

Surely we have to say like Paul, I have not yet attained, but then he did not say I am sitting down because there is so much, he said, I pursue, I press on. We should not be content with less than understanding Paul’s intelligence in the mystery. 

I read in John 6 because Peter shines again. The Lord is not asking here what they thought of Him, or what the crowds or men thought, but He tests them as to the intent of their hearts. 

When He says, “Will ye also go away?” He is testing them as to the secret intention of their hearts. If there is someone here whose secret intention is to leave, the Lord would expose that to you so that you will see, as Peter says, that you cannot go away because there is no one else to go to. “Jesus therefore said to the twelve”—the twelve would allude to those who have love amongst themselves—“Will ye also go away? Simon Peter answered him. Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal”. There is the thing that fixes our position morally and spiritually, “to whom shall we go?” There is no other One than the Son of God, the Christ of God, the Holy One of God. We are bound up for time and for eternity in affection and devotion, in His life. Peter says, “thou hast words of life eternal”. We often speak about eternal life conditions being enjoyed among us. Thank God they are. How is it so? It is because the Christ of God has opened out the great thought to us in the words of eternal life. He has broken it up so that it is intelligible to us, and we can take it into our renewed minds, and into the fibre of our being. 

Then Peter says, “and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God”. I suppose we would all say we believe that Christ is the Holy One of God. He is the true Aaron, but Peter does not say only we have believed, he says, “and known”. He does not say ‘I’, you notice, he says “we”. So, can you speak for your local brethren, can I speak for mine and say, “we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God”? Believing is not only the result of the word of God 

coming, but knowing I think would be the result of observation of Christ. Where we read in Luke, it says, “as he was praying alone, his disciples were with him”. They observed the Holy One of God; they knew Him to be such as they saw Him in prayer. They knew Him to be the Holy One of God; He spoke of giving the living water, as He spoke of the living bread in this very chapter. All these things are to bring out the value of spiritual observation of Christ as He moves among us in the divine system. Aaron is really the type, he is called Aaron the saint of Jehovah. It is not only the priesthood of Christ to sustain us in the wilderness, that is implied, but the Holy One of God is acting on God’s behalf in service Godward in the assembly. We ought to be able to say, that we have come to this point of fixed spiritual knowledge. We know the Holy One of God because we have been with Him as He has sung the praises of God in the midst of the assembly. This has a wonderful bearing on what we shall have tomorrow, if the Lord has not come. As He comes in among us, it is the Son of God, it is the Christ of God, but it is the Holy One of God as well. He is the Minister of the holy places. There is a great spiritual system that is functioning Godward which Christ has inaugurated, which is maintained in the Spirit’s power, but in the midst of which He is active Godward, His own affections as Man to His God entering into that. Think of Christ as being set apart, for He is always unique; even though we share with Him in many things, He is always distinctive. He is the Minister of the holy places, He is the One who sings in the midst of the assembly. 

So Peter is saying we have clung to this fixed spiritual knowledge or intelligence and we will not depart from it. Let that be the desire of our hearts, beloved brethren, as we finish this day, that we will not, regardless of what happens, depart from this glorious Person, this blessed Man whom we have come to know as the Son of God; the Christ of God, and the Holy One of God. The whole function of the assembly Godward on the morrow, and it has begun already as we know in other parts of the world distant from us, is all in His hand, and we are alongside of Him, capacitated to be there by His own wonderful action; we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all; the Sanctifier and the sanctified are all of one for which cause He is not ashamed to call us brethren. All these things are wonderful! Would that I could convey them more spiritually, more effectively, more attractively, but only the Spirit of God can give effect to them in our minds and hearts. As we finish this day, let us leave with our hearts just filled with Christ, this glorious Person. Let us say affectionately, spiritually, and intelligently with Peter in each instance, that He is the Son of the living God, the Christ of God, and the Holy One of God. 

The Spirit of God will give us grace and power, beloved brethren, to reach this in greater measure, for the glory of God and for the pleasure of Christ. May God bless the word. 

Address at Denton
24 May 1997 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 16:13-16 (JND) [13] But when Jesus was come into the parts of Caesarea-Philippi, he demanded of his disciples, saying, Who do men say that I the Son of man am? [14] And they said, Some, John the baptist; and others, Elias; and others again, Jeremias or one of the prophets. [15] He says to them, But *ye*, who do ye say that I am? [16] And Simon Peter answering said, *Thou* art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

Luke 9:18-20 (JND) [18] And it came to pass as he was praying alone, his disciples were with him, and he asked them saying, Who do the crowds say that I am? [19] But they answering said, John the baptist; but others, Elias; and others, that one of the old prophets has risen again. [20] And he said to them, But *ye*, who do ye say that I am? And Peter answering said, The Christ of God.

John 6:67-69 (JND) [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away? [68] Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal; [69] and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God.

Revelation 3:12 (JND) [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name.

Ephesians 4:13 (JND) [13] until we all arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, at [the] full-grown man, at [the] measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ;

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

John 1:33-34 (JND) [33] And I knew him not; but he who sent me to baptise with water, *he* said to me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on him, he it is who baptises with [the] Holy Spirit. [34] And I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God.

Romans 1 (JND) [1] Paul, bondman of Jesus Christ, [a] called apostle, separated to God's glad tidings, [2] (which he had before promised by his prophets in holy writings,) [3] concerning his Son (come of David's seed according to flesh, …

Romans 1:4 (JND) [4] marked out Son of God in power, according to [the] Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of [the] dead) Jesus Christ our Lord;

Ephesians 4:15 (JND) [15] but, holding the truth in love, we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ:

Acts 20:27 (JND) [27] for I have not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …



BUILDING INWARD

J. N. Castle 

2 Samuel 5: 6–10; 7: 18–24; 1 Chronicles 29: 1–5; 2 Chronicles 7: 1–3 

I would like to say something, beloved brethren, about building inward in view of completion. There will be a day of public display; however, the building today is inward, and it is in that direction that God is moving so His work in us will be complete, and there will be a further answer to His desires. I would say that He has always worked in that way. God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, a rib was taken and built into a woman; then the woman was presented to the man. The thought 

was complete—man and woman; a type of God’s eternal idea of completeness. Christ and the assembly. Nothing can exceed the blessedness of what God has designed. So the woman is presented to the man, and Adam’s affections are immediately drawn out when he says, “This time”. They are words of affection. He gave names to all but did not find a helpmate his like. 

However, when presented with the woman, he could say, “This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh”, Genesis 2: 23. The inward side was where God worked, the result being that God secures something complete according to His own thoughts, man and woman, typical of Christ and the assembly. 

How delightful it would be to God to look forward from that point to what eventually would be, because with God a day is as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day. God can embrace all that in His mind and affections whereas things take time to work out with us. The tabernacle also was precious on the inside, the very inside, but what was around it would protect and basically support all that God had in His mind as to it; even the cloth that was used in the coverings inside was finer, more beautiful, more finely processed than the outside coverings. However, as you approached the tabernacle from the outside you would see the skins of slain animals, immediately conveying the impression that what is to be for God depends on death. Death had to come in. So our thoughts revert to Christ, the One who died for us. Now when you advance into the tabernacle, the metals change from brass to gold and then finally the ark is there. That is the wonderful matter for the soul, that God is there representatively. Then the cloud, the glory of God, filled the tabernacle. How wonderful to see God’s approval as to the best He had at that time. 

Well, I thought of the kingship and activities of David because he had learned from God. He was a military man and thought in a military way. Yet he had secured the affections of the people. They came with 

one heart to make him king. It says, “Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. Even aforetime, when Saul was king over us, thou west he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel; and Jehovah said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be prince over Israel. 

And all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a covenant with them in Hebron before Jehovah; and they anointed David king over Israel”, 2 Samuel 5: 1–3. 

He had secured their affections by the way he carried out the will of God. What was in the mind of God was that the city should be secured, and David took the stronghold of Zion, which is the city of David. It seems the Spirit of God already had that name in mind. So David said, “Whoever smites the Jebusites and gets up to the watercourse, and the lame and the blind hated of David’s soul ...!” (2 Samuel 5: 8). These lame and blind would be persons who would prevent the saints from applying the truth and reaching completion. One of the things that is very precious in God’s sight is that the truth should be applied, with subsequent gain in our souls. These lame and blind were hated of David’s soul; he felt the matter deeply. 

He realised intuitively, as we realise today by the Spirit, that this city must be for God, and his whole energy was directed to it. Then it says, “And David built round about from the Millo and inward”. I believe the Millo, as it says in the note, the rampart, would be some kind of protective matter around all this area which was to be developed for the glory of God. He built from that; he built, I would say, on the epistle to the Romans; that is what we would do. 

We should have that truth firmly in our souls. What a rampart it is to help us to be weaned away from the world, so that all that is precious to God should be fully protected. No doubt these particular ramparts were built by others, but that is not the point. In the history of the children of Israel they were renewed. I think that it is necessary for our soul growth to keep exercises proceeding together, what is protective and what is 

peculiarly precious. Keep the building going on “round about” so no area is neglected. The whole matter of what is precious to God would be encircled, as it were so the enemy could not get in anywhere. “And David built round about from the Millo and inward. And David became continually greater; and Jehovah the God of hosts was with him” (2 Samuel 5: 10). 

We can see, therefore, what the result is when a man or woman sets himself or herself to build inwardly. Let us, after these meetings, set ourselves afresh to build inwardly. It is a wonderful thing to have completion in mind, bodies like unto His own body of glory. That would be completion for us, and God’s thoughts as expressed in Christ and the assembly. 

How joyful it is that God Himself would look on to it; He has much in mind. If you look into all the scriptures that speak of what is to take place after the rapture, you will see that there is a tremendous amount of holy activity that will go on in which the mind of God is expressed, the saints also being involved. So David became continually greater. I would think that would be morally greater. Certainly, it would be that he became greater in the eyes of those who were in his kingdom, but the great thing is that Jehovah, the God of hosts was with him. If we are thus engaged, beloved brethren, we can see from this scripture that God would be with us, setting ourselves to build inwardly in view of what is precious and complete. 

What this does is to produce certain exercises like those that come out in David in 2 Samuel 7. I particularly like this section of scripture because it shows a man on easy and yet reverent terms with God, “king David went in and sat before Jehovah”. It does not even say that he waited for God to speak to him nor does it say that God spoke to him, as it does in relation to Moses, but it says, “and said”. David likely would have spoken first. Of course, the prophet had spoken to him and that was God’s word, but ‘David went in and sat (tarried) before Jehovah, and said, Who am I, Lord Jehovah, and what is my house, that Thou hast brought me hitherto?’ Notice 

his spirit; how right it is; a man who had understood something of the blessing of God. He had in mind to build a house, a place for the ark. Typically he had Christ in mind. He came from a good household; God said in relation to Jesse, “I have provided me a king among his sons”, 1 Samuel 16: 1. I would think that the ark was cherished in Jesse’s household, and David learned to love it. As they sat down for their morning reading, so to speak, His affections were generated; he searched for it. He would not give sleep to his eyes nor slumber to his eyelids until he found it. And he did find it. It is like a man or woman having a transaction with Christ, getting something in their soul, a personal knowledge of Christ. He who draws near to God must believe that He is, then that he is there for God. God is for the one who approaches. So David, in that sense, found Christ typically; he found the ark in the fields of the wood, think his affections were involved with the ark all the way through. The ark had had a history. Persons had taken it out into battle, but God was following it. Then in later years it must have been removed from the holy of holies, a matter hard to imagine. But how pleased heaven must have been when Josiah said, “Put the holy ark in the house ...” (2 

Chronicles 35: 3), and it was restored to its place. Actually, the temple had fallen into sad disrepair, but Josiah made much of Christ typically. I think that is a wonderful thing to get into our souls, that Christianity makes much of Christ. What God has in mind is that we, also, should make much of Christ and become like Him. That is what will be before God eternally, and He would presently take delight and joy in persons who love Christ with intelligence and zeal. 

So David continues, “And yet this hath been a small thing in thy sight, Lord Jehovah; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s house for a great while to come. And is this the manner of man, Lord Jehovah?” What is the manner of man? It is Jesus; that is the manner of Man that God is looking for. How that brings all the gospel narratives to mind as to the manner of the Man, 

Christ Jesus, the One whom we love, the One whose death has secured so much for God. 

That is really what Zion means, indeed it is also mercy; but it involves ourselves so there is something secured in the hearts of the saints for God. Christ having done it. What a wonderful thing to have before us, beloved brethren, as we think of the truth; “And is this the manner of man ...?” David continues, “And what can David say more to thee?” When the Lord comes before us, what else can be said? That is to say, He is God’s Man, and He is the final matter for God; it is Christ, Christ and the saints. No doubt there will be some representation of sonship in every family; the Father would give them all that, so that all the families would speak to Him of Christ in accordance with the light that He was pleased to vouchsafe to them. 

Now, David becomes a contemplator, he is somewhat like John and the disciples; John speaks for the disciples, saying we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father”, John 1: 14. As they looked at the Lord, there was something that spoke to them of the fact that He had a Father, and that He was an only-begotten. In a sense I think we can understand something of that, because it enters into human feelings; God has caused it to enter human feelings. He has entered into a relationship which we can understand in some degree. Father and Son, and then it says, “full of grace and truth’’. Think of that! 

How it radiated from the Lord Jesus, and John says that we have contemplated that. 

Contemplation is essential in view of the acquisition of substance. That is a matter that we work out with the Lord Jesus; we want to get before Him not only for what we need, but for His own sake, may I say, and our own enjoyment. David was a contemplator; the disciples were contemplators. What John saw was so much over and above what David could see, but David in type is helping us. 

It goes on to say, “for thou, Lord Jehovah, knowest thy servant. For thy word’s sake, and according to thine own heart, hast thou done all this greatness, to make thy servant know it”. Then he breaks out, as our hearts would do, 

“Wherefore thou art great, Jehovah Elohim; for there is none like thee, neither is there any God beside thee, according to all that we have heard with our ears”. And in that David came to something fresh. I think in the contemplation of Christ that we will come to something fresh. John did, he said, “full of grace and truth”, that is what he came to; as the thing began to be in the Lord Jesus. Beloved, if we contemplate the Lord Jesus we would come up with something that He gives us because He enjoys that. He delights in our thinking of Him. Not only that, but David goes on to say, “And who is like thy people, like Israel, the one nation in the earth that God went to redeem to be a people to himself, and to make himself a name, and to do for them great things and terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which thou redeemest to thyself from Egypt, from the nations and their gods?” So that no one is really like Israel; no one is like the assembly; you get these thoughts all arranged orderly in your mind, and you see that God has Christ before Him and no one is like the assembly. That is the whole point, I think, of our being together, and it is really the whole point of our living. I know when we are young we have all kinds of thoughts, and they may not be wrong, as to what we are going to be; then God weans us away from that, and shows us the point of living is really to be here for God, and then to be there for God. 

Those are the days, we trust, that will soon come, to be for God. We can enter into that now, and that is, I think, where the greatness of the assembly lies, because it has to do with the name of God, and to make Himself a name. It is interesting how there are so many references to being redeemed from Egypt, which is a type of the world system. All through the Pentateuch we find that God goes back to that point which would involve the death of Christ. 

How valuable the death of Christ is; how much it accomplished! Go over that in your thoughts. We can return to it every Lord’s day morning when we see the emblems, we think of what God has done in Christ, and what He has accomplished; you go back really to the very beginnings of your spiritual history when you see the loaf and the cup, and then the Spirit takes you on, and we reach what we are able for. But it is interesting how God brings that up, and He brings it up continually to remind us that we really want nothing to do with Egypt. He has taken us out of the world, involving the sacrifice of Christ, the shedding of His blood. It says, “immediately there came out blood and water”, John 19: 34. This is something that God takes you back to, and then He would lead you forward. 

Now I want to say something about 1 Chronicles 29, because not only does David become a contemplator, but he becomes a contributor. He wanted to build a house. It was a good desire, and could not have been improved upon in that sense, but he accepted the word of God, and said to all the congregation, “Solomon my son, the one whom God has chosen, is young and tender, and the work is great; for this palace is not to be for man, but for Jehovah Elohim”. 

Notice this now—“And I have prepared according to all my power for the house of my God”. He was wholly in it, preparing with all his power. He was not only a contemplator, but that caused him to be devoted in the whole bent of his life. We might have expected that, but still what a stimulation it is if we can say, every one of us, “I have prepared according to all my power for the house of my God”, not just “God” but “my God”. Then he adds, “gold for things of gold, and silver for things of silver, and brass for things of brass, iron for things of iron, and wood for things of wood”. 

Just think for a moment of how well he had the truth thought out in his mind; he went in for the truth, he represents that kind of person; he had things sorted out accurately and orderly, “gold for things of gold”; so he began with the great matter of divine righteousness, that God had to be satisfied. Having been offended by man’s sin He had to be satisfied, and was satisfied in divine righteousness by the sacrifice of Christ. The Lord Jesus accomplished it. How affecting that is, and in type David got hold of that. Then “silver for things of silver”, well, how was it done? It would speak of redemption, and the way that God took through Christ. We were referring to what He purchased with the blood of His own. They were His, He bought them back; we were His, we belonged to God before time, “They were thine” (John 17: 6); then creationally we were His, then He redeemed us and the price was the blood of Christ. And “brass for things of brass” reminds us of the approach in the tabernacle. What is brazen speaks of judgment; how Christ bore the judgment of God, involving His sufferings. Everything that was required by God was met by Christ. 

Then there are these other matters. Notice the stones, “onyx stones, and stones to be set”. The stones were intended to be for beautification. There are stones to be set like young persons coming along. They will be set; we thank God for that. We will encourage them, nurture them. Then he says, “glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, and white marble in abundance” (1 Chronicles 29: 2). This is all to convey that God desires the temple, His house, to be adorned. We can look back in our short histories and take account of brothers and sisters who had a regard for the testimony. They have become our fathers and mothers spiritually. The idea of adornment was seen in them as to what they reached personally and brought into the assembly. Though the great part of them are with Christ, we trust that there will be continuance of that fine spiritual adornment. Let us consider, each one of us, this great matter of adorning the testimony. 

Then he says, “And moreover, in my affection for the house of my God I have given of my own property of gold and silver, for the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the house of the sanctuary”. What he has given is set out. He knows the truth in order—gold for things of gold, silver for things of silver. Let us spend time to go into the truth and find it out for ourselves in conviction. God is a rewarder of those who seek Him out. Let us seek conviction as to all the features of the truth so that it becomes solid in our souls, solid like a rampart, like the epistle to the Romans. Think of the greatness of building inward, seeing what it means that the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, and that we lay our bodies on the altar, reaching something that is pleasurable to God and useful in the testimony. So the matter is open to every one of us as David says, “And who is willing to offer to Jehovah this day?” 

In closing, I turn to 2 Chronicles 7: 1 where it says, “And when Solomon had ended praying, the fire came down from the heavens and consumed the burnt-offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of Jehovah filled the house”. This is the great end that God has in mind; that He would take possession of everything in His house, take full possession. Paul, no doubt, had this in mind in Philippians 3: 12–14 so there would be a full result for God. When the glory of Jehovah filled the house, the priests could not enter. That would be God’s satisfaction; He was satisfied with all that was done. It speaks to our hearts and minds of all that was accomplished by Christ, and the Spirit’s service in forming the assembly and leading it to Christ. In a typical way it meant that everything that was done by Christ and Christ Himself was fully acceptable to God. Is that not something we love to think of? So much of the truth can be enjoyed in our spirits. Christ is fully acceptable to God. How beautiful that is! Then it was not only Solomon, but all the people saw it, and bowed themselves and worshipped; the assembly typically was drawn into it. Our hearts are bowed in the presence of God. They worshipped and thanked Jehovah. Then we 

have that statement, no doubt included by the Spirit of God, but it may even be what they said, “For he is good, for his loving-kindness endureth for ever”. What a wonderful conclusion to come to from this matter of building inward. 

May God help us to make the most of the times we enjoy together by learning to build inward. An objective is always a fine thing for a believer to have before him. Even in our ordinary affairs we need an objective. As we apply it to ourselves in relation to the truth, having an objective such as to be here for God, having been taken possession of already, we realise something of what Paul had before him, which he pursued (Philippians 3: 12). He enjoyed his objective, and yet there was more to enjoy. May the Lord bless the word and encourage us, as we give thanks for the time, the three days, and the love and care of the brethren, and all that enters into that, for His name’s sake. Amen. 

Address at Denton
26 May 1997 

 


Scripture references

2 Samuel 5:6-10 (JND) [6] And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land; and they spoke to David, saying, Thou shalt not come in hither, but the blind and the lame will drive thee back; as much as to say, David will not come in hither. [7] But David took the stronghold of Zion, which is the city of David. [8] And David said on that day, Whoever smites the Jebusites and gets up to the watercourse, and the lame and the blind hated of David's soul ! Therefore they say, The blind and the lame shall not come into the house. [9] So David dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the city of David. And David built round about from the Millo and inward. [10] And David became continually greater; and Jehovah the God of hosts was with him.

2 Samuel 7:18-24 (JND) [18] And king David went in and sat before Jehovah, and said, Who am I, Lord Jehovah, and what is my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto? [19] And yet this hath been a small thing in thy sight, Lord Jehovah; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant's house for a great while to come. And is this the manner of man, Lord Jehovah? [20] And what can David say more to thee? for thou, Lord Jehovah, knowest thy servant. [21] For thy word's sake, and according to thine own heart, hast thou done all this greatness, to make thy servant know [it]. [22] Wherefore thou art great, Jehovah Elohim; for there is none like thee, neither is there any God beside thee, according to all that we have heard with our ears. [23] And who is like thy people, like Israel, the one nation in the earth that God went to redeem to be a people to himself, and to make himself a name, and to do for them great things and terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which thou redeemedst to thyself from Egypt, from the nations and their gods? [24] And thou hast established to thyself thy people Israel to be a people unto thee for ever; and thou, Jehovah, art become their God.

1 Chronicles 29:1-5 (JND) [1] And king David said to all the congregation, Solomon my son, the one whom God has chosen, is young and tender, and the work is great; for this palace is not to be for man, but for Jehovah Elohim. [2] And I have prepared according to all my power for the house of my God gold for [things of] gold, and silver for [things of] silver, and brass for [things of] brass, iron for [things of] iron, and wood for [things of] wood; onyx stones, and [stones] to be set, glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, and white marble in abundance. [3] And moreover, in my affection for the house of my God I have given of my own property of gold and silver, for the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the house of the sanctuary: [4] three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents of refined silver, to overlay the walls of the houses; [5] gold for [things of] gold, and silver for [things of] silver, and for all manner of work by the hands of artificers. And who is willing to offer to Jehovah this day?

2 Chronicles 7:1-3 (JND) [1] And when Solomon had ended praying, the fire came down from the heavens and consumed the burnt-offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of Jehovah filled the house. [2] And the priests could not enter into the house of Jehovah, because the glory of Jehovah filled Jehovah's house. [3] And all the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and the glory of Jehovah upon the house, and bowed themselves with their faces to the ground on the pavement, and worshipped and thanked Jehovah: For he is good, for his loving-kindness [endureth] for ever.

Genesis 2:23 (JND) [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man.

2 Samuel 5:1-3 (JND) [1] Then came all the tribes of Israel to David to Hebron, and spoke, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. [2] Even aforetime, when Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel; and Jehovah said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be prince over Israel. [3] And all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a covenant with them in Hebron before Jehovah; and they anointed David king over Israel.

2 Samuel 5:8 (JND) [8] And David said on that day, Whoever smites the Jebusites and gets up to the watercourse, and the lame and the blind hated of David's soul ! Therefore they say, The blind and the lame shall not come into the house.

2 Samuel 5:10 (JND) [10] And David became continually greater; and Jehovah the God of hosts was with him.

2 Samuel 7 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when the king dwelt in his house, and Jehovah had given him rest round about from all his enemies, [2] that the king said to Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark of God dwells under curtains. [3] And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is with thee. …

1 Samuel 16:1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? fill thy horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite; for I have provided me a king among his sons.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

John 19:34 (JND) [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water.

1 Chronicles 29 (JND) [1] And king David said to all the congregation, Solomon my son, the one whom God has chosen, is young and tender, and the work is great; for this palace is not to be for man, but for Jehovah Elohim. [2] And I have prepared according to all my power for the house of my God gold for [things of] gold, and silver for [things of] silver, and brass for [things of] brass, iron for [things of] iron, and wood for [things of] wood; onyx stones, and [stones] to be set, glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, and white marble in abundance. [3] And moreover, in my affection for the house of my God I have given of my own property of gold and silver, for the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the house of the sanctuary: …

John 17:6 (JND) [6] I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy word.

1 Chronicles 29:2 (JND) [2] And I have prepared according to all my power for the house of my God gold for [things of] gold, and silver for [things of] silver, and brass for [things of] brass, iron for [things of] iron, and wood for [things of] wood; onyx stones, and [stones] to be set, glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, and white marble in abundance.

2 Chronicles 7:1 (JND) [1] And when Solomon had ended praying, the fire came down from the heavens and consumed the burnt-offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of Jehovah filled the house.

Philippians 3:12-14 (JND) [12] Not that I have already obtained [the prize], or am already perfected; but I pursue, if also I may get possession [of it], seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ [Jesus]. [13] Brethren, *I* do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 3:12 (JND) [12] Not that I have already obtained [the prize], or am already perfected; but I pursue, if also I may get possession [of it], seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ [Jesus].



THE FATHER’S BONDMEN

A. J. Gaskin 

Luke 15: 22–27 

How often we have used this wonderful scripture; how fine it is that they are words that Jesus Himself used when He was here, and how precious they are to our hearts. What I was thinking a little of was this matter of the father’s bondmen. The father set these things on as he saw the son coming from afar; he ran and then he fell on his neck, and covered him with kisses. All these things the bondmen must have been aware of, and were taking notice of; they could see what the father’s affections were like. It is a wonderful thing that the 

father has set the matter on, and yet it has to be filled out, and so the bondmen’s service comes in next. The father spoke to his bondmen, and he had the absolute right to speak like that, for they were his bondmen and completely at his disposal, able to follow out whatever the father was saying. I think we ought to recognise that we ourselves are really those bondmen. That would certainly lay a certain responsibility on us as to how the Father’s thoughts and His desires are being carried out for His glory and for our blessing. 

I suppose the bondmen might have said, Well, we have been here a good long while, we have been in this house and we have seen this young man. Think of what he has done in the past, how unruly he was, how he was not prepared to be under the father’s direction at all, and what we expected has happened. But they never said a word like that, the bondmen carried out exactly what the father desired. It says, “But the father said to his bondmen, Bring out the best robe”. The best robe, or first robe, I suppose we would say is Christ; well that is right enough, but I think it is perhaps the impression that the bondmen have of Christ Himself, and in a way the first robe has a suggestion as to Christ having the first place. How precious that is, our hearts would go out to that! We could understand that He really has the first place, and in that way we should all be affected by this. It says, “the best robe”, or the first robe. Then it says, “clothe him in it”. That is a very challenging thing, beloved; it challenges my heart anyway. It is how we clothe one another. Do we have these thoughts perhaps which come so readily into our hearts and our thoughts? But it says, “clothe him in it”. So we should be concerned that we invest each other with these thoughts of Christ, and not the many things we brood over. We may think back to various things in history, things that can be forgotten and taken away. The saints are very precious in the eyes of the Father. So he says, “clothe him in it”. What a wonderful thing it is to clothe the beloved saints with impressions of Christ Himself. 

Then he says, “and a ring on his hand”, not on his finger exactly but on his hand. That hand which was occupied in all kinds of things which were wrong, is now to be used in service, in the father’s service; you may say that hand has been claimed. That is another thing that we should be concerned about, that our hands are really claimed in this way. A living sacrifice, that is the way we should look at our bodies, so that there may be something for the Father’s pleasure. Then the ring I suppose suggests eternal love; when that man looked at that ring day by day he must have been reminded that it is really a proof of the father’s love; he is never to be away from it. So, beloved, we would encourage one another so that we really understand something of what the Father’s love means. I think too, there is something of dignity about that, that ring on his hand, it was a kind of seal of the father’s love, and a seal of the father’s approval. In one way that ring, like Joseph’s ring, gave him authority. I believe the Father would like to entrust the saints, as they come into these things, with the authority which comes from Himself. It was a feature of sonship, when it comes to these sandals, he says, 

“and sandals on his feet”. How different these things are from what was there before. He came on that long journey from a distant land, and he comes in and he must have been footsore and weary. They never gave him anything to eat in that land, no one gave him to eat it says; he must have been almost starving when he arrived at his father’s house; yet there is all this provision, indicating that Christ is available for every one. So he has these sandals on his feet. Think of the service of feet washing, what a thing it is that we should be able to encourage and refresh each other. I believe it is a matter of the saints being refreshed. 

Then it says, “and bring the fatted calf”. I know it is a type of Christ, not exactly as a sacrifice for sins, but that the saints are able to partake of, something of Christ Himself, something that would encourage and set us 

forward. The father says, “let us eat and make merry, for this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found”. What a beautiful thing that is, the Father is rejoicing in these things. God Himself, we might say, is rejoicing in the whole matter, and then He wants the saints to be enjoying it too. Now I believe the father’s bondmen become the companions, and they have this wonderful share in things, “let us eat and make merry”. The happiness in the Father’s house is there, and we are all to enjoy that. Let us not go away tonight with sad faces, but really be joyful in the Father’s house, not only as the Father’s bondmen, but as those who are companions of the Christ. 

The little piece at the end is very encouraging. The elder son comes in, and then it says, “as, coming up, he drew night to the house, he heard music and dancing. And having called one of the servants”—I understand the word “servant” really is ‘young man’, for that is what it means; he called the young man, and this young man is prepared to bear testimony, he is a kind of gospel preacher. He knows what he has seen, he is enjoying the thing himself, and then he is able to tell it out to others. On Lord’s day evening sometimes we sit together here and listen to the young men preaching the gospel, and that is a tremendous privilege, and one that we can all enjoy, especially perhaps those who are older. You can enjoy what these young men are saying, conveying real impressions as to Christ, and I believe that was like this young man. He says so briefly and beautifully, “Thy brother is come, and thy father has killed the fatted calf because he has received him safe and well”. What a fine thing that is, to be safe and well. I remember when I was quite young, when you could sit down in the meeting and feel that was the place where you really were safe. I was quite nervous and quite a small boy, but when you were in that position you really felt absolutely safe. I believe that is how the Father would love to have us, safe through the work of Christ, safe in His presence. He does not say a lot, but 

speaks of the provision made. Christ is there, everything has been provided, and now the saints are set together in happiness and joy. So may we know what it is to clothe one another in the best robe, the first robe, and do this in such a way that the result is for the Father’s glory and for the blessing of the saints, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Aberdeen, Scotland, 15 October 1996 

EXTRACT 

The idea that we should keep before us comes down to the formation of assemblies. Some of us like to have a large company, but in truth unless each of us learns to walk in unity with another we will not be of much use in a large company. We have to learn how to love the brother next to us; how to walk with him. That is how the principle is laid down in Exodus 12. The Spirit of God thinks of the neighbour next to you. You are to love him as yourself. 

Scripture says. The neighbour next to you shares the inheritance next to you; that is the bond; we share the land together. Another and I can meet together and the Lord will be with us. 

And two of us can pray together and what we ask shall be done unto us of our Father who is in heaven. These facts rob us of excuses for ceasing to meet together—of “forsaking the assembling of ourselves together”, Hebrews 10: 25. 

Now we see in this passage in Ecclesiastes how the thought works out. There is no loss of labour, no loss of time. Those who love one another will seek to be together, work together, and they will have a good reward, even though the meeting is very small; for according to the principle involved here, they have a good reward for their labour. For God never ceases to furnish recompense to those who suffer in this sense. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 51, pp.390, 391) 

Edited and Published by J. Strachan, 59 Frederick Street, Dundee, DD3 9DE, Scotland Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ, (T) (01277) 650661

 


Scripture references

Luke 15:22-27 (JND) [22] But the father said to his bondmen, Bring out the best robe and clothe him in [it], and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; [23] and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry: [24] for this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found. And they began to make merry. [25] And his elder son was in the field; and as, coming [up], he drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing. [26] And having called one of the servants, he inquired what these things might be. [27] And he said to him, Thy brother is come, and thy father has killed the fatted calf because he has received him safe and well.

Exodus 12 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, [2] This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. …

Hebrews 10:25 (JND) [25] not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the custom [is] with some; but encouraging [one another], and by so much the more as ye see the day drawing near.
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