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FELLOWSHIP (2)

2 Timothy 2:1-6; 14-22; John 17:14-17; Hebrews 13:12-15

A.M.B.      We have had several readings to enquire into the matter of fellowship.  It would be well to remind ourselves of the truths that have come out in the readings so far.  We have seen that fellowship according to God as it is set out in Scripture is at the standard of what He has done in His faithfulness and grace, which is to call us into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord (1 Cor.1:9).  That brings before us the dignity of fellowship according to God, and also the authority of Christ as our Lord which characterises it.  This scripture clearly implies that there is only one fellowship according to God.  There are not two or more, but one, and the dignified character of it is the fellowship of His Son.

We have also seen that Christian fellowship was known from the beginning and relates to the fellowship of the apostles.  Brethren at the beginning persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers (Acts 2:42).  And we have seen (1 Cor.10:16,17) that the matter of fellowship relates to the body and the blood of Christ, which refers to His death.   So fellowship as God would have it, held in principle and in experience, is in the light of and according to the death of the Lord Jesus, crucified in this world.  We are to be drawn into the fellowship of His death.

We have also seen that the scripture speaks of fellowship or communion of the Spirit (Phil.2:1-4).  That involved the inward side of things, the sensitivity involved in giving place to the Lord and His interests.  That leads on to the matter of worship.

It is very important to hold all of these thoughts in our minds, and to think about the scriptures which refer to them.  The Scriptures have authority – the Holy Spirit uses them to speak to our hearts and minds.  What has been set out are all characteristics of Christian fellowship according to scripture.  These are what we speak about as divine principles, because God has set them out in the Scriptures for our instruction and for us to follow.

But the big question for us is, how do believers who love the Lord Jesus and want to be faithful to Him work out Christian fellowship now?  That is the question that we would come to in this reading, as the Lord might help us.  In the history of the church, departure has come in.  This second epistle which Paul wrote to Timothy speaks of the departure which had already come in during the first century of the Christian era.  He writes that all those in Asia had left him.  There had been those on whom he had relied in Asia who had gone away (2 Tim.1:15), and it speaks here of Hymenӕus and Philetus who had left Paul.  That is the position now publicly in Christendom.  There are many who have left Paul.  That is not to say that they are not Christians – far from it.  They may well have the knowledge of their sins forgiven, but they may not give place to Paul’s ministry, they may not recognise its authority.  That is sad, but it is also serious, because Paul’s authority is the authority of Scripture, and therefore of the Lord.   So the question is, how do we work things out in such circumstances as believers?  Paul gives Timothy guidance about that in these passages which we have read.

In the first passage there is help given about the moral qualifications that were needed – “faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also”.   But the meat of the matter is what we get in the second passage we read – as to the firm foundation of God standing and having a seal.  We have to pay attention to that.  That passage indicates that believers need to leave what is not right.  Withdrawing from iniquity means leaving what is not right.  But then as doing so, as ceasing to do evil and then learning to do well, purifying ourselves, and then pursuing righteousness, faith, love and peace, we find that there are others doing the same thing.  These are very important guiding principles for the experience of Christian fellowship.

G.A.B.      You have spoken of one fellowship.  In the early days after Pentecost, that was literally true, but conditions in Christendom have changed since then.  It has been rightly said that the Lord allowed the breakdown to come in during the lifetime of the apostle Paul, so that we should have this instruction in Scripture to meet the conditions that have come in.

A.M.B.      It is very important to recognise that we have this instruction, with the authority of Scripture and of the apostle, to help us in the present day.  Paul refers with sorrow to those who had departed from him.  He refers (Gal.2:4) to those who had come in surreptitiously to spy out the liberty that the brethren had.  There were things publicly that were going wrong at that time; the condition of the church was being interfered with by people teaching according to human philosophies or wrong religious principles.

G.A.B.      The Lord has graciously seen to it that we have not been left without guidance as to how to comport ourselves in current conditions.

A.M.B.      If He had not left us that guidance, we might say that it would not be possible to work out divine principles of fellowship, but it is. 

J.C.G.      Are you thinking of the reference to separating, and pursuing righteousness, with those that call upon the name of the Lord out of a pure heart?  That is really the gathering point in a day of public breakdown, is it?

A.M.B.      I do not think there is any other way that the scripture can be read.  That is the instruction that Paul gave to Timothy, and he also says that “the things that thou hast heard of me…these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also”.   The apostle’s intention was that this should be passed on by Timothy, not only the doctrine of it, but the doing of it.

J.C.G.      It is very noticeable that the chapter brings in the grace which is in Christ Jesus, and taking a share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ, not entangling himself with the affairs of life.  The references to Christ Jesus and Jesus Christ would help us about what would be normal.  But when we come to verse 19, it is “The Lord knows those that are his” and “serviceable to the Master”, and then “a bondman of the Lord”.  There is authority in relation to the need to clear ourselves from what is not suitable for the presence of God.

A.M.B.      What you say is most instructive.  All of us here who are believers in Jesus would, we trust, own Him as Lord, not just with our mouths – it is right to confess Him as Lord – but also by being subject to Him.  It means that His word conveyed to us in the Scriptures is to have authority.  One of the aspects of what is not right, which is what the word iniquity means, is that there are many who are no doubt true believers, but they do not follow the word of the Lord, because there are instructions in Scripture that they disagree with, so they do not practice them.  That must not mark me as a believer.

D.S.            What is involved in naming the name of the Lord?

A.M.B.      It seems to be the true recognition of the authority of the Lord, and our alignment with Him as naming that name, wanting to be truly for Him and faithful to Him as our Lord and Master.

D.S.            It seems to have a separating effect from everything else in this world.  There are many who gather to the name of the Lord Jesus in many different religious groups, so how do we distinguish those who are naming the name of the Lord?

A.M.B.      That is a big question.  The matter of naming the name of the Lord is an individual matter – the apostle says, “Let every one”.  So it is fundamentally a matter of deep personal exercise, that I want to be faithful and true to the Saviour who died for me, and to do what He wants me to do, to obey His commandments.  He says “If ye love me, keep my commandments”, John 14:15.  If someone is truly keeping His commandments, that would be one who is naming the name of the Lord.  What this passage shows us is that if you genuinely have that exercise to name the name of the Lord, to be obedient and faithful to Him, to draw on the guidance of the Holy Spirit, then you can look for the Lord to guide you into the way where there will be others doing the same thing.  Paul does not exactly say ‘Here is the company, that is where to go’.  He essentially says that you will find certain moral characteristics in yourself and in others, and you will want to be together with them, because these others who name the name of the Lord will have separated themselves to be vessels to honour, and they will be pursuing righteousness, faith, love and peace.  You will find them.

D.S.            It is good that we all understand that what we are doing in naming the name of the Lord is individual, that there are to be moral characteristics in me which are in keeping with what you are bringing before us.  This is not just something that is outward, but I am to be in keeping with the Lord Himself.  You have been bringing before us the character of the Person who we remember, to whom we are seeking to be faithful here, and the purity and holiness of the Man that we love.  There has to be a moral character in myself that is in keeping with that order of Man.

A.M.B.      Your reference to moral characteristics in the believer is absolutely vital.  Part of the reason that we read verses 1-6 is to show that the development of moral characteristics in the believer is not easy.  This is not easy Christianity.  It is blessed, but it not easy.  It needs exercise; it means that we have to have some of the features of a soldier.  We might end up in conflict, probably most of all in conflict with what is in ourselves, and perhaps also with what is around us, and we are going to have to be like those who contend in the games.  It requires a lot of exercise to be any good at that.  This requires deep moral exercise.  We do not slide into Christianity, we do not slide into fellowship.

J.T.B.      Are the moral characteristics seen in verse 1 where Paul says “be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus”?   It is not an arbitrary matter.  We are formed by divine feelings, by the blessed Man who has gone on high.  

A.M.B.      That is helpful.  As we come to know the grace which is in Christ Jesus in the gospel, we know what conviction is and repentance and conversion, and we become believers in Him.  Then something of His precious moral worth begins to be formed in us.  We are interested in Him, we love Him, and then we find that we want to be with others who are of the same mind.

J.T.B.      There is nothing arbitrary.  We name the name of the Lord; we must insist on the maintenance of Christian principles, but we do it in the spirit of Christ.  We remember a time when there was a hard spirit in and among us, but that is not the way that the truth is worked out according to the divine standard.  

A.M.B.      I agree.  If God’s thought as to fellowship could be worked out by rules, it would be easy.  It could be written down, and everyone would stick to it, and if anyone was not prepared to stick to it, they would go.  But it is not like that.  It is the grace of Christ; the principles are there in a blessed Man.  And we want to adhere to the principles because that is His instruction to us, and we love Him.

A.L.            Would it be right to say that one expression of that love is that we remember the Lord?

A.M.B.      Remembering the Lord is the greatest expression of fellowship.  It is a blessed privilege, but it is also a big responsibility, because we have to prove ourselves. It is said that we can sometimes take account of persons, mainly young people, who are really in fellowship before they break bread.  So that they are joining in with the brethren in spirit before they put their hands to the emblems.  That would be normal.  But remembering the Lord in the breaking of bread is not a formal entitlement.  It must be a love matter which involves committal on my part to Him.

A.L.            Would the name stand for the Person being absent?  That is why it draws out our affection for Him.

A.M.B.      That is helpful in relation to what was asked about as to naming the name of the Lord.  It is the time of His absence, and He looks for His own to be faithful to Him.

A.M.W.      You said that it is not easy.  Why is it not easy, and if it is not, why should we persevere?

A.M.B.      I find that it is not easy.  What we are speaking about is maintaining divine principles in love.  If we are going to do that rightly, it requires what we speak of as exercise.  I wish there was another word that we could use, because that word can become hackneyed.  It means that I have to judge myself all the time.  I do not find that easy.  I have come across the situation where something happens, and a thought comes up in my mind which I know is not right, so I have to judge that.  Or I get to bedtime and I know I should read the Bible, or a bit of ministry, and I would rather just close my eyes and go to sleep.  I do not want to do that, I want to commit myself, and that is not easy.  But then as to persevering; in the beginning of the Acts, they “persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles”, Acts 2:42.  If it had been easy, they would have not needed to persevere.

A.M.W.      I have not found it easy, and I still do not, but what I have found is that it is the only way we will find the joy that Christians enjoy, the only way we can find true satisfaction.  So if it is the only way, we need to persevere in it.

A.M.B.      It is fine to hear you say that, and I agree with you.

J.C.G.       Chapter 1 speaks of suffering evil along with the glad tidings, involving reproach.  Contending with those who may be opposed to Paul’s ministry involves reproach and suffering.  I was thinking too of what has been said about naming the name of the Lord involving the Lord’s supper.  The apostle uses the word “the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread”, 1 Cor.11:23.  He also says that “no one can say Lord Jesus, unless in the power of the Holy Spirit”, 1 Cor.12:3.  It is incompatible that I would confess the name of the Lord Jesus publicly, and yet go on with iniquity – the two do not agree with each other.  We have to see that iniquity involves a wide range of things that are unrighteous and are out of keeping with what the Holy Spirit brings in.  For example, the ministry of a pastor in a church denies the presence of the Holy Spirit, and therefore it involves iniquity.

A.M.B.      I agree with that.  It has been helpfully pointed out in ministry that iniquity means what is not right, what is not according to God, what cannot be justified from the Scriptures.  We are speaking about holy things, in relation to which God has given us instruction in the Scriptures.  Paul addresses himself to intelligent persons.  We are responsible to read and understand the instruction that is given in the Scriptures, and to hold to that.  The instruction we are given is very clear, that we have to depart from what is not right.  That would include what is gross – there are religious systems where what goes on is clearly not right.  But there are other religious organisations where very genuine believers may be involved, but if there is a one man ministry, a pastorate, how can that be reconciled with the scripture which says that “whenever ye come together, each of you has”, 1 Cor.14:26?  We have to ask ourselves that; the answer is that it cannot.

P.E.H.      Is one of the features of a good soldier that he knows where he is positionally?  The soldier is someone who is in the ranks, and his position is relative to the person next to him.  We walk in step with each other.  Also the good soldier would keep hold of the objective.  As has been mentioned, it is not easy, but what makes it easier is if you know what the objective is.

A.M.B.      One absolute requirement of a soldier is that he does what he is told.  A good soldier of Jesus Christ does what Christ tells him because he loves Him.  But then you find yourself walking next to someone who feels the same; they want to do what Christ tells them.  So we find ourselves walking in step for that reason.  We do not walk in step because we are adhering to rules.  We walk in step because we have one Object, and we follow after Him.  As pursuing righteousness, faith, love and peace, we find those who call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.  That is the rank you are referring to.  We find such persons if we are morally exercised; the Lord will not leave us to walk alone.  There have been saints in the past who were prepared to walk alone, and because they were so prepared, the Lord showed them others with whom they could walk in the light of this scripture.

J.A.B.      The divine standard of holiness is set out in John 17.  The argument is often advanced that what Paul is speaking about as iniquity in this scripture in 2 Timothy refers to people like Hymenæus and Philetus, “men who as to the truth have gone astray, saying that the resurrection has taken place already”.  Paul refers to their word spreading “as a gangrene” – they were clearly perverted as to the truth.  But there are many Christians who are not, so it is sometimes said – surely you would not use the word iniquity about them.  I think that what you have said is very helpful, that the word means what is not right, and the standard of what is not right is the holiness of God.  So in our associations, we have to remember what the divine standard is.  The Lord speaks about that in His prayer to the Father – it is the holiness of God that we have to keep in our hearts.

A.M.B.      In the scripture in John 17, the Lord emphasises separation from the world, because of the origin and characteristics of His own disciples.  They derived from Him; He was not of the world, and consequently they were not morally of the world.  They were in it – He did not ask the Father to take them out of it – but they were not of it.  They were entirely morally separate from the world which was rejecting Him and was about to crucify Him.  That is to be true of us.  Then the scripture we read in Hebrews 13 relates to the system, or the camp, of religious organisations.  We do not belong to a religious organisation, we belong to the body of Christ, as do all true believers.  We seek to work out the truth of fellowship according to God’s standard with those who call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.  We wish that there were many others that we could walk with.

A.S.P.      Is calling on the Lord a reward?  It was said that this can be a difficult path.  We know that for ourselves, but calling on the Lord brings a reward.  If we are faithful, He will come to us, will He not?

A.M.B.      There is a moral order to everything that we find in God’s world, in Christianity.  The prophet says in Isaiah “cease to do evil, learn to do well”, Isa.1.17.  We do not learn to do well first, and then cease to do evil afterwards.  There is a moral sequence, and we learn to do well by naming the name of the Lord, and calling upon Him.  The reward is the sense of the Lord coming to us.

A.S.P.      I was thinking of what it says in John 6 “This word is hard”, John 6:60.  Many went away.  The Lord challenges His disciples “Will ye also go away?  Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal”, John 6:67,68.  He is the One we have to be faithful to.

A.M.B.       The Lord is the standard in everything, but He is also, as you rightly say, the reward.  He is the One who makes this live, the One who draws out the affections, the committal, the loyalty of His own.  He has a wonderful unifying effect.  Where two or more desire to gather together to His name, He promises to come to them and to bless them with His presence.  It is very important that we claim nothing, but I need to be exercised to provide moral conditions suitable to Him, and I would have confidence that you would want to do the same, so that when we come together, the Lord might grant us a sense of His presence.  We are not saying that the Lord is not with this or that company.  The exercise for me is to provide conditions in my heart personally, so that if I am gathered with others with similar desires, the Lord can come there.

A.D.M.      Although this chapter in 2 Timothy appears to be in a military setting, you get the references “that he may please him who has enlisted him”.  Do you think that behind it all is the pleasure of God?  Following on the reference to what is military, there is a wonderful verse that speaks about how the “men of war, keeping rank in battle array, came with a perfect heart to Hebron, to make David king over all Israel”, 1 Chron.12:38.  We walk in step with one another, not because someone is telling us to keep in step, but because of the Man who is the great point of attraction.  The soldier has the desire to please Him who has enlisted him, the man who contends in the games has the objective to finish the race, and the husbandman is looking towards the fruit.  He has to work to get there, but there is a divine objective – really the beauty and glory of Jesus.

A.M.B.      That is what makes it all possible.  If it was not for the fact that Christ is our living Head in heaven, it would not be possible to work out divine thoughts practically.  But He is, and so it is possible.  And the Holy Spirit gives us help, both to have the desire to walk in the way you are describing, and then the power to be maintained in it.

A.D.M.      So in the verse you have read in Hebrews 13, it is going forth to Him “without the camp”.  There are the separative exercises which cost a lot, but there is a wonderful prize.  We need to keep that in our hearts all the time.

A.M.B.      The word reward has been used; this is a blessed positive matter.  Some of us who are older possibly regard 2 Timothy 2 as rather negative, and it does involve deep moral exercises that have to be gone through in the good of the grace which is in Christ Jesus, but these exercises should never cause fear or dread.  They have in view that I should separate myself from what is not right, so that I can find others who are prepared to go on with what is right, with the Lord in view.  You could not get anything more positive than that.

G.A.B.      We have been noticing in our readings in Exodus that the point came when Moses pitched a tent far from the camp, and “called it the Tent of meeting. And it came to pass that every one who sought Jehovah went out to the tent of meeting which was outside the camp”, Exod.33:7.  There were others who stood in their tent doors and worshipped; these would represent believers who have not gone out.  The real reward that we are speaking of is in what is collective, where saints have gone out to the tent of meeting, where we can enjoy things together according to divine principles, and not on our own.

A.M.B.      Every one who sought Jehovah went out to the tent of meeting; it was an intensively individual matter.  Every moral exercise has to be worked out individually, but it is with a view to the enjoyment of what is spiritual.  As you say, the greatest enjoyment is what we enjoy together, because then we benefit from one another’s personal communion, spiritual thoughts are in circulation, and what is due to the Lord and to the Father is given expression to by the Spirit.  There is liberty for divine Persons to begin to use what is of the assembly for the purpose for which it was intended.  What has been said about the positive end in view, and the reward, and what you have just said, are vital.  I think that true assembly conditions according to God among the saints cannot be enjoyed except in the way that we are speaking about.

G.A.B.      The tent that Moses pitched was not anything grand, it was not the tabernacle, which had yet to be constructed, but it is dignified; it is the tent of meeting.  That suggests that we can enjoy every assembly privilege at the highest level as we move in separation?

A.V.W.      Does what we are speaking about as to fellowship involve moving forward?  You could not think of the soldier going back, or those in the games going back.  Is the prize in view as we go forward?

A.M.B.      That would link up with what has been said as to perseverance – it requires moral and spiritual effort in order to advance.  What we advance in is our knowledge and experience of the Lord Jesus, and of all the divine things of which He is the centre.  What you say emphasises that we are on a path which implies movement and constant exercise.  It would be better for us to think about the need to keep on the right path rather than to keep in the right position.  Christianity is not static; it is a matter of constant moral exercise and movement.  We might think that provided that we stay in the place that our parents were in, and do not do anything wrong, we will be all right.  But that is not what the Lord has in mind.  He has in mind that each one of us should face moral exercises ourselves, and come to a deep conviction about the matters we have been reading about in the second chapter of 2 Timothy.

A.V.W.      I was thinking that there is the encouragement of going along with one another, but there needs to be faithful men.  In verse 13, it says “if we are unfaithful, he abides faithful”.  Most of us have been brought up in a Christian household; thank God for that, but it is not automatic.

A.M.B.      It is far from automatic, but it is wonderfully attractive.  The Saviour is the Centre of it.  There is no substitute for our own conviction, our own moral exercises in working things out with the Lord.

M.D.B.      You might say that “with those that call upon the Lord” would have been enough, but it goes on to say “with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”.

A.M.B.      I would connect it with verse 21 “If therefore one shall have purified himself”.  That is really the person to whom Paul is addressing himself, that “he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work”.  Such a person will flee certain things, and pursue other things, and then he will find others.  There is an implied promise that such a person will find others who are calling upon the Lord out of a pure heart.  These are persons who have purified themselves by separating themselves from these vessels to dishonour. 

M.D.B.      I was wondering if we could bring the truth in here.  The Lord asks the Father to “Sanctify them by the truth: thy word is truth”, John 17:17.  We should encourage everyone, especially young believers, to read the Scriptures daily.  Purification is available through the Scriptures – the Lord said that the truth will set you free.

A.M.B.      We need to be able to find the justification for everything that we do, everything that we hold in Christianity, in God’s Word.  If we cannot, we should seek help about that; we will find that others are able to open things up to us if we ask questions in genuine enquiry.  The truth has a sanctifying effect.  Some may wonder what we mean by that: if we go to fellowship meetings or three day meetings, at the end of them, do we feel a bit different from how we did at the beginning?  If we admit that we do, we have known something of the sanctifying power of the truth.  We might not have managed to take in a great deal of it, but we will have taken in some, and its effect is to sanctify.

P.A.G.      The Lord says “A new commandment I give to you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another”, John 13:34.  I wondered if the Lord’s love is the standard of a pure heart.  It was without selfish motive, always in relation to the will of His Father.

A.M.B.      His love for us is wonderful, so much flows from it.  That standard is the divine standard of love – complete selflessness.  It was that love which led Him to give Himself on the cross, and His love is no less now.   We have to love one another as He loved us.  That love is towards all believers.  We might not be able to express our full love for other believers, if they are going on with things that we know are not right according to Scripture, but we should have affection for all those that truly love the Lord Jesus.  However, we are blessed in being called into the practical experience of the Christian circle, where our affection for one another is not constrained at all.

P.A.G.      We spoke about it not being easy.  One of the hardest things is to separate from people you truly love.  But “God commends his love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us” (Rom.5:8), so God’s love was towards us while we were yet sinners.  It could not rest complacently on us because of what we were.  So surely we can afford to have our heart expanded, as Paul says, towards those who are truly believers, having in mind that the Lord went to the cross for them.

A.M.B.      That is very helpful.   We should take a genuine interest in all believers.  We should be interested in the welfare of those who suffer because they are believers – we know from the prayers in the prayer meeting that the brethren do that.  We need to bear in mind what God’s thought is in all of this – one fellowship and one body.  We have to work that out practically, but we also need to bear in mind that God’s heart is towards all.

D.S.            Were Mary’s affections rewarded in John 20?  She stood at the tomb, weeping without – her affections were in the right place, she was feeling the absence of her Lord in the world which had just crucified Him.  He shows her something special.  Is there something to be learnt from that, from one individual who had deep desire for her Lord and she was prepared to stand alone?

A.M.B.      These early brethren were self evidently where they were because they loved the Lord individually.  Because the number of those who loved the Lord at the beginning was so small, they could all be together in the upper room in Jerusalem.  They were there because each of them loved the Lord, and then they discovered that they had wonderful links together, and that the Lord could come in and manifest Himself to them, and then later the Spirit came down.  That must have been a wonderful experience for all of them, but each had their own links with the Lord for themselves. 

D.A.B.      Sometimes we speak as though the breakdown had only occurred in the past 100 years, but it was there in 2 Timothy days.  The Lord has not changed, and the Holy Spirit is here.  What we have been saying about having pure hearts and seeking to be sanctified by the truth – if we are on that line, we will find others.  Is that how the fellowship operates, in true hearts that seek to be faithful to Christ and make way for the Holy Spirit, so that there is liberty amongst us?  That completely sets aside one man ministry – it is clear that what we have by way of liberty is through the blessedness of the Holy Spirit, and as acknowledging Christ’s headship.

A.M.B.      If someone asked me why I have fellowship with those I walk with, one part of the answer would be that Scripture truth is observed there, that Christ is acknowledged as Head and the Spirit is given liberty.  That is all according to divine principles; they have not changed and we must adhere to them, bearing in mind what we said that that involves moral exercise, and it is not easy.  But the other part of the answer would be that personally I enjoy spiritual things among those I walk with.  That provides an inward and Spirit-taught witness to the rightness of what we seek to go on with.  We must be very careful not to claim anything – Mr Coates, for example, was very clear about the wrongness of claiming anything – but I seek to maintain moral conditions in myself so that these privileges that we enjoy might be continued.  That means that we do not say that the Lord does not come to others, because that is absolutely not for us to say.  We seek to provide conditions where the Lord can come and be free, where the Spirit can be free, and we desire that others would come and enjoy these conditions too.
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Scripture references

2 Timothy 2:1-6 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. [4] No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life, that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier. [5] And if also any one contend [in the games], he is not crowned unless he contend lawfully. [6] The husbandman must labour before partaking of the fruits.

2 Timothy 2:14-22 (JND) [14] Of these things put in remembrance, testifying earnestly before the Lord not to have disputes of words, profitable for nothing, to the subversion of the hearers. [15] Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth. [16] But profane, vain babblings shun, for they will advance to greater impiety, [17] and their word will spread as a gangrene; of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; [18] [men] who as to the truth have gone astray, saying that the resurrection has taken place already; and overthrow the faith of some. [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity. [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

John 17:14-17 (JND) [14] I have given them thy word, and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, as I am not of the world. [15] I do not demand that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them out of evil. [16] They are not of the world, as I am not of the world. [17] Sanctify them by the truth: thy word is truth.

Hebrews 13:12-15 (JND) [12] Wherefore also Jesus, that he might sanctify the people by his own blood, suffered without the gate: [13] therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach: [14] for we have not here an abiding city, but we seek the coming one. [15] By him therefore let us offer [the] sacrifice of praise continually to God, that is, [the] fruit of [the] lips confessing his name.

1 Corinthians 1:9 (JND) [9] God [is] faithful, by whom ye have been called into [the] fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Acts 2:42 (JND) [42] And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers.

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 (JND) [16] The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not [the] communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not [the] communion of the body of the Christ? [17] Because we, [being] many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf.

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 (JND) [16] The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not [the] communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not [the] communion of the body of the Christ? [17] Because we, [being] many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf.

Philippians 2:1-4 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; [4] regarding not each his own [qualities], but each those of others also.

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

Galatians 2:4 (JND) [4] and [it was] on account of the false brethren brought in surreptitiously, who came in surreptitiously to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage;

John 14:15 (JND) [15] If ye love me, keep my commandments.

Acts 2:42 (JND) [42] And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers.

1 Corinthians 11:23 (JND) [23] For *I* received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread,

1 Corinthians 12:3 (JND) [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit.

1 Corinthians 14:26 (JND) [26] What is it then, brethren? whenever ye come together, each [of you] has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done to edification.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Hebrews 13 (JND) [1] Let brotherly love abide. [2] Be not forgetful of hospitality; for by it some have unawares entertained angels. [3] Remember prisoners, as bound with [them]; those that are evil-treated, as being yourselves also in [the] body. …

Isaiah 1:17 (JND) [17] learn to do well: seek judgment, gladden the oppressed, do justice to the fatherless, plead for the widow.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6:60 (JND) [60] Many therefore of his disciples having heard [it] said, This word is hard; who can hear it?

John 6:67-68 (JND) [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away? [68] Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal;

1 Chronicles 12:38 (JND) [38] All of them men of war, keeping rank in battle array, came with a perfect heart to Hebron, to make David king over all Israel; and all the rest also of Israel were of one heart to make David king.

Hebrews 13 (JND) [1] Let brotherly love abide. [2] Be not forgetful of hospitality; for by it some have unawares entertained angels. [3] Remember prisoners, as bound with [them]; those that are evil-treated, as being yourselves also in [the] body. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

Exodus 33:7 (JND) [7] And Moses took the tent, and pitched it outside the camp, far from the camp, and called it the Tent of meeting. And it came to pass [that] every one who sought Jehovah went out to the tent of meeting which was outside the camp.

John 17:17 (JND) [17] Sanctify them by the truth: thy word is truth.

John 13:34 (JND) [34] A new commandment I give to you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.

Romans 5:8 (JND) [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …



THE GREATNESS OF THE ASSEMBLY

J A Gardiner

Revelation 19:6-8

I would like to say something, beloved, about the greatness of the assembly and her knowledge of what is suitable to Christ.  No matter what the occasion, she knows exactly what is suitable to Him.  I have been impressed with this, that she “has made herself ready”.  You might have thought that some reference might be made to the Spirit as helping her to get ready, but that is not mentioned here.  The marriage of the Lamb is a very august situation.  The Lamb is very prominent in Revelation, and our hearts are moved with holy emotion as we think of Christ as the Lamb, and of what He has endured in His sufferings.  He is going to take away the sin of the world in this book.  There is a great challenge as to who would be worthy to open the book in chapter 5, and no one is found able to do it; but the elders know who can, because they have experience and they know that the Lion which is of the tribe of Judah is able to do it.  John felt it very much; he was weeping, and they said, “Do not weep.  Behold, the lion which is of the tribe of Juda…has overcome so as to open the book”, Rev.5:5.  Then John saw the throne in the midst in heaven and in the midst of the throne there was “a Lamb standing, as slain”, Rev.5:6.  How affecting that is, beloved; that is the Lord Jesus.  In kingly power, He is going to exercise His authority in opening the book and cleansing this whole world.  It is very wonderful that that will happen, and we should have our spirits raised in the appreciation of what He is about to do.

Now this book is full of immense numbers, and it would be encouraging for us to think about them, because we are so accustomed to smallness and littleness.  When the book is to be opened, there is a great response from the living creatures and the elders; there are “ten thousands of ten thousands”, Rev.5:11.  Think of that!  If you multiply that you get something like a hundred million.  That is immense; that what is going to be in heaven before the Lord’s appearing, before the marriage of the Lamb takes place.  Then “thousands of thousands”; that is millions.  Can we apprehend the immensity of that?  In chapter 7, you get a Gentile company that cannot be numbered (v.9).  Think of the greatness of the population of heaven, the immensity of it.  It is no longer “where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them”, Matt.18:20.  You come to chapter 14 and there are a hundred and forty-four thousand standing on mount Zion (v.1).  When you come to measure the assembly, and if you measure it in miles, it is something like 1,150 by 1,150 by 1,150 miles.  That is a cube composed of persons; and that is not all there will be, there is going to be much more.  You begin to understand the immensity of the families that have the Father’s impress upon them.  The assembly is the first of all the families, and I have a place in it, and you have a place in it, beloved.  It should lift our spirits to consider the greatness of it, because we are members of the body of Christ, “the assembly, which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all”, Eph.1:23.

So we should be greatly cheered, and yet almost in awe as we consider the immensity of the numbers, and the fact that the assembly is the first family.  Then Revelation goes on to touch on the day of presentation; that is the marriage of the Lamb, when He is going to “present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things”, Eph.5:27.  She has made herself ready; she knows what is suitable.  It is “given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and pure”.  There is nothing dull or drab about the assembly.  Think of the brilliance, the purity, the shining that marks these persons.  That is Christianity, beloved.  Paul says, “I count myself happy, king Agrippa”, Acts 26:2.  There was the brightness and shine of fine linen there, “that not only thou, but all who have heard me this day, should become such as I also am, except these bonds”, Acts 26:29.  That is a touch of fine linen, “fine linen, bright and pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints”.  Now “the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready”.  I think that it relates to fulfilled responsibility and bears on our local meetings.  We should ask ourselves; do we know what is suitable for the local assembly?  Are we aware of the elevation that is proper to the assembly?  As a divine Person, the Holy Spirit of God dwells in the assembly, and consequently how we move, what we say, how we dress, our whole being is to be affected by the greatness of the place that we have in the assembly as members of the body of Christ.

In chapter 21, she is in her dress.  At the beginning of the chapter she is “prepared as a bride adorned for her husband” (v.2); that is after a thousand years.  She is not jaded, she is not worn; she comes down out of the heaven from God.  We should think about her being in heaven with God.  Mr Darby’s hymn says, ‘There no stranger-God shall meet thee – Stranger thou in courts above!”, (Hymn 76).  Surely not!  The door is open in heaven in chapter 4, and then the invitation to John is, “Come up here” (v.1).  That invitation stands.  Immediately he became in the Spirit and he is caught up to heaven.  Heaven is a very interesting place.  I am sure we would all like to know more about it and what proceeds in it.  Our brother has been speaking about how what is earthly jades us, and we lose our sharpness and shine, and consequently we need to have our feet washed.  But here after a thousand years, the holy city is fresh and vital, “prepared as a bride adorned for her husband”.  The Spirit of God would raise our thoughts and apprehension about the greatness of what the assembly is in her links with Christ, and our place in relation to it as members of the body of Christ.  The Head is in heaven but the body is here; the Lord Jesus calls it “me” to Saul of Tarsus, “why dost thou persecute me?” Acts 9:4.

Now in verses 9 through to 14 of chapter 21, the assembly is seen “coming down out of the heaven from God” as a responsible vessel, but in verses 1 to 4 it is new Jerusalem.  I think “new Jerusalem” stands related to an area of things where responsibility will not pertain.  It has often been said that there is no reference to the Lamb in the early part of chapter 21 because the mediatorial situation is not in view, it is God who is all in all; but in this section it is mediatorial.  Think of the place the assembly has nearest to deity as united to Christ, think of her creature perfection.  She has made herself ready; she comes down in divine administration, and she is a help-mate suitable to her Head.  She is radiant; she has the glory of God.  That is the fulness of the revelation of God, and the glory of God is the manifestation of His love.  She is coming down in the enjoyment and blessedness of the divine nature.  That is what the numeral twelve has in mind; that she is going to do things for God.  It is a very wonderful consideration, and we do well to drink into the blessedness of it and to seek to grow in our appreciation of what is suitable to Christ in a refined way, so that righteousness and holiness are with us, not in a demanding way but in appreciation of what we find in Him.

There is much more; the tree of life, the fruits, every month yielding its fruits, and then “the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations”, Rev.22:2.  The assembly has to do with all these things.  Much will have to be done at the commencement of the thousand years of Christ’s reign.  The nations will all come under the benign influence of Christ and the assembly.  May we be under that influence increasingly, and may we move in the elevation and dignity that is proper to it, for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Aberdeen
12 March 2013


Scripture references

Revelation 19:6-8 (JND) [6] And I heard as a voice of a great crowd, and as a voice of many waters, and as a voice of strong thunders, saying, Hallelujah, for [the] Lord our God the Almighty has taken to himself kingly power. [7] Let us rejoice and exult, and give him glory; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready. [8] And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright [and] pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

Revelation 5:5 (JND) [5] And one of the elders says to me, Do not weep. Behold, the lion which [is] of the tribe of Juda, the root of David, has overcome [so as] to open the book, and its seven seals.

Revelation 5:6 (JND) [6] And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, a Lamb standing, as slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God [which are] sent into all the earth:

Revelation 5:11 (JND) [11] And I saw, and I heard [the] voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and their number was ten thousands of ten thousands and thousands of thousands;

Matthew 18:20 (JND) [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

Ephesians 1:23 (JND) [23] which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all:

Ephesians 5:27 (JND) [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless.

Acts 26:2 (JND) [2] I count myself happy, king Agrippa, in having to answer to-day before thee concerning all of which I am accused by the Jews,

Acts 26:29 (JND) [29] And Paul [said], I would to God, both in little and in much, that not only thou, but all who have heard me this day, should become such as *I* also am, except these bonds.

Acts 9:4 (JND) [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?

Revelation 22:2 (JND) [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations.



EDITOR’S NOTE

On page 12 of the August edition, a reference was made to the laver being the first thing that was seen when the priests approached the tabernacle in Old Testament times.  I should have noticed when editing that reference that in fact the altar was the first thing that was seen on approaching the tabernacle, and I wanted to emphasise the significance of that.

Why does the relative position of the altar and the laver in the tabernacle system matter to us as believers in our Lord Jesus in the 21st century?  Because the epistle to the Hebrews makes it clear that the tabernacle system as described in Exodus is a representation of Christianity.  We can learn so much about our Lord Jesus and the realm of which He is Head and Centre from knowing more about the tabernacle.  One thing that we learn from Exodus is that the only way into the blessings and enjoyment of Christianity is through the death of Jesus.  That is what the altar represented; all of the sacrifices were burnt on it.  When Jesus died for us on the cross, and shed His blood there, He was the supreme Sacrifice.  Everything that is ours through faith in Jesus and His work is because of His sacrifice, the shedding of His blood, and His death.  So that is why the altar came first – the order is important to us.

This supports New Testament teaching; John in his gospel puts the blood first (John 19:34).  To those faithful souls standing by the cross, this brought great assurance that the work that Jesus came to do was completed, and God was fully satisfied.  All question of guilt was now a finished matter.  The water is referred to next, because in the world that lay ahead of them, a world polluted and guilty of the crucifixion of their Lord, the water was going to be necessary for them in view of service and testimony.

So the laver came after the altar, before the priests entered the holy place; what it represented is very important too.  It was a huge basin kept filled with water at all times, and every time the priests approached the tent of the tabernacle itself for service, they had to wash their hands and their feet in that water.  That means that while our faith is in our Lord Jesus, and in His death for us on the cross, we constantly need what the water represents.  We so easily pick up defilement in this corrupt world through which we have to walk, and from the things that we have to handle.  The Holy Spirit helps us to get clean again if this happens, so that when we come into the presence of God, not only are we there on the basis of the death of the Lord Jesus, but we can come near to Him as cleansed persons – our minds and affections are purified and suitable to God’s holy presence, and for serving Him.

In John’s epistle, the water comes first (1 John 5:6).  Here the apostle is addressing persons who are already assured of the absolute clearance that the blood of Jesus has secured, so now the water is what is needed.  These are persons moving in priestly grace from the altar to the laver in view of entering the holy place to serve God there.  This takes us beyond the scene of testimony into what is spiritual.

In John 5 verse 39, the Lord Jesus said about the Scriptures that “they it is which bear witness concerning me”.  He was referring to the Old Testament, and we find a huge amount of rich detail there which expands our understanding of the New Testament.  The Scriptures are one coherent whole; Old and New Testaments together expand our appreciation of the glories of our Saviour and Lord Jesus.  I trust that all who read these Notes will be enlarged in their appreciation of that blessed living Man and His glories.

Edited and Published by John A Brown

36 Laverock Park, Linlithgow EH49 6AT UK

 email notesofministry@virginmedia.com

Printed by Crystal Print, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ Tel: 01277 650 661


Scripture references

John 19:34 (JND) [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water.

1 John 5:6 (JND) [6] This is he that came by water and blood, Jesus [the] Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that bears witness, for the Spirit is the truth.

John 5:39 (JND) [39] Ye search the scriptures, for ye think that in them ye have life eternal, and they it is which bear witness concerning me;
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