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THE TRIUMPH OF CHRISTIANITY


John 16:6-11

I have had a definite impression about the triumph of Christianity, and of course this must be associated with Christ Himself.  It is a wonderful thing to see that throughout the old dispensation, God brought in a prophetic testimony as to the Man who was going to effect everything for His own glory.  David, for instance, was taken from the sheepfolds (Ps.78:70), and met the enemy which kept the people of God in bondage. What a wonderful type David is!  We see the Lord Jesus coming in with nothing that related to the flesh, but able to meet the enemy with the word of God (Luke 4:1-13).  The Lord Jesus did that, not only in His pathway while He was here in flesh and blood, but finally in His death.

It is a very precious thing, dear brethren, to see that the victory has been complete.  David went into the valley and slew Goliath as he had slain the lion (1 Sam.17:34), speaking to us of the power of Christ.  Every malign power has been met, and our state has been met.  How complete and perfect has been the victory of Christ, not only meeting our guilt but meeting our state.  David slew Goliath completely; it says that there was no sword in the hand of David (1 Sam.17:50).  When wicked men came to take Jesus, there was nothing in His hand.  They came with swords and sticks, but that blessed Man met all of that for God’s glory in the purity of His own devotedness to God and in the purity of His holy Person.  The Lord did not meet the enemy with human resources, He met him with all that He was in Himself.  It says, “This is he that came by water and blood”, 1 John 5:6.  I was impressed on Lord’s day that everything that was in that blessed Man was in His body, that body which had been prepared to meet the whole question of sin and to cleanse the whole universe for God’s glory.  So that reconciliation was effected: everything that was required to cleanse from sin and bring in a universe for the glory of God was all contained in that precious body of Christ’s.  How precious these things are!

Now in this dispensation, the victory is maintained and continued in the power of the Spirit.  It says, “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in the Christ”, 2 Cor.2:14.  There has been no diminution; the Lord says that here.  “It is profitable for you that I go away”; those there could hardly conceive how that could be so.  Think of the greatness of the incarnation, the greatness of the testimony that the Lord rendered, yet He could use these words, “It is profitable for you that I go away”.  There is a victory, a triumph of the Spirit if I might use that expression, in these human vessels.  Every time we bury a saint, that comes home to me.  The Lord has been able to maintain our dear sister who has just been taken through a long life of testimony right to the end.  What a triumph there is.  “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in the Christ”, 2 Cor.2:14.

I would like to get into my soul the greatness and triumph of Christianity.  We do not always feel that way; sometimes we get overwhelmed.  But if you follow through the Acts, you see the greatness of the power that came into the world, bringing demonstration to the world.  What a demonstration it was.  The Jew had come to the conclusion that Christ was a malefactor, but in the beginning of Acts it was shown clearly that “God has made him, this Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ”, Acts 2:36.  What a demonstration to the world, a demonstration in persons.  There was power in testimony.  And then as you follow it through the Acts, you see in Paul the triumph of the grace that broke him down and brought him into the testimony, so that the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ was seen in power in him.  Think of Paul standing before Agrippa, a demonstration of the formative power of the Spirit in a man.  “I would to God that … thou … should become such as I also am, except these bonds”, Acts 26:29.  Then we see the same power in Paul and Silas in prison in Acts 16.

These are examples that come to mind as I speak about it, dear brethren.  There are two thoughts in this scripture that we have read.  There is the thought of what is demonstrated in testimony, and there is in the section following the enjoyment of privilege.  Christianity is a triumphant matter.  Let us see that we are in it in power.  The power that was manifest in the early days of the dispensation is the power that is available for every one of us now.  

Word in a meeting for ministry, Grangemouth

3 July 2001

J. Spinks

 


Scripture references

John 16:6-11 (JND) [6] But because I have spoken these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. [7] But I say the truth to you, It is profitable for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I go I will send him to you. [8] And having come, he will bring demonstration to the world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: [9] of sin, because they do not believe on me; [10] of righteousness, because I go away to [my] Father, and ye behold me no longer; [11] of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.

Psalms 78:70 (JND) [70] And he chose David his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds:

Luke 4:1-13 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. [4] And Jesus answered unto him saying, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God. [5] And [the devil], leading him up into a high mountain, shewed him all the kingdoms of the habitable world in a moment of time. [6] And the devil said to him, I will give thee all this power, and their glory; for it is given up to me, and to whomsoever I will I give it. [7] If therefore *thou* wilt do homage before me, all [of it] shall be thine. [8] And Jesus answering him said, It is written, Thou shalt do homage to [the] Lord thy God, and him alone shalt thou serve. [9] And he led him to Jerusalem, and set him on the edge of the temple, and said to him, If thou be Son of God, cast thyself down hence; [10] for it is written, He shall give charge to his angels concerning thee to keep thee; [11] and on [their] hands shall they bear thee, lest in any wise thou strike thy foot against a stone. [12] And Jesus answering said to him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt [the] Lord thy God. …

1 Samuel 17:34 (JND) [34] And David said to Saul, Thy servant fed his father's sheep, and there came a lion, and also a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock.

1 Samuel 17:34 (JND) [34] And David said to Saul, Thy servant fed his father's sheep, and there came a lion, and also a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock.

1 Samuel 17:50 (JND) [50] So David overcame the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and smote the Philistine and killed him; and there was no sword in the hand of David.

1 John 5:6 (JND) [6] This is he that came by water and blood, Jesus [the] Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that bears witness, for the Spirit is the truth.

2 Corinthians 2:14 (JND) [14] But thanks [be] to God, who always leads us in triumph in the Christ, and makes manifest the odour of his knowledge through us in every place.

2 Corinthians 2:14 (JND) [14] But thanks [be] to God, who always leads us in triumph in the Christ, and makes manifest the odour of his knowledge through us in every place.

Acts 2:36 (JND) [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

Acts 26:29 (JND) [29] And Paul [said], I would to God, both in little and in much, that not only thou, but all who have heard me this day, should become such as *I* also am, except these bonds.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …



THE WORTHINESS OF JESUS


2 Corinthians 5:20,21;  Acts 2:36;  Hebrews 2:7-10

I often long to be able to speak in a more worthy way of the Lord Jesus, but I am comforted to know that all that He has done has glorified God.  I am glad to know that all the work that He was given to do He has fully completed, and I am thankful that, as a consequence, everything for the sinner’s blessing is fully available.

These scriptures read all make reference to what the Lord Jesus was made.  We might wonder why it should be said that the Lord Jesus was made certain things.  We are told in the epistle to the Hebrews that by Him the worlds were created; He is also said to uphold “all things by the word of his power”, Heb.1:3.  Why then should He be made certain things?  This first scripture gives us to understand that “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us”.  It is a very sobering thing to think of what the Lord Jesus was made on account of all that sin brought in before God.  As sinners, we need to be reconciled to God.  It is impossible for us to return to innocence.  We have no means in ourselves to clear our guilty past, and yet God, because of His holiness, must have us suited to Himself, if we are to be near Him.  His righteousness demands full clearance of guilt, otherwise we must come under condemning judgment.  How then can I get right with God?  How valuable these precious words are: “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that we might become God’s righteousness in him”.  Therein lies the answer to satisfy God, and therein lies the answer to the sinner’s need.  

All that sin had brought in that was so offensive to God had to be removed to satisfy God, and all that I was and all that I have done had to be cleared in order that I might be accepted before God in righteousness.  The answer is that Christ has done it all.  Of Himself, He came into a condition of flesh and blood.  The scripture indicates that He became flesh (John 1:14), and moved in that condition “sin apart” (Heb.4:15), but there came a point when that blessed Man was “made sin”.  He was made what He never was before, because He was entirely free from sin.  He was made what was so offensive to Himself that He might settle the great issue that sin had brought in before God.  I would speak carefully and well of the wonderful life of the Lord Jesus, but I would say with reverence that atonement was not made by the life of Jesus.  He must be made sin and must die if God was to be satisfied.  I sometimes wonder if we realise the immensity of what that meant for the Lord Jesus.  No wonder that those three hours on the cross were surrounded by darkness.  The gaze of man was not permitted to take account of the mighty transaction between Himself and God.  The settlement of the issue was so profound and deep before God that that blessed Person was then forsaken by God.  He was truly made sin.  He suffered there upon the cross where He died, and His precious blood was shed whereby the sinner’s guilt might be fully cleared before God, so that all that I am as a sinner, and all that I have done through my sinful ways, might be fully settled before God, and that I should be before God in perfect righteousness.  

It is said here, “that we might become God’s righteousness in him”.  You might ask me, How can I then gain entrance into that favour?  There are two basic principles in the gospel from our side.  The first is “repentance towards God”, and the second is “faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ”, Acts 20:21.  Sometimes at school, children are presented with several options, and the appropriate answer has to be selected.  Most things in this world have become extremely complicated, but the gospel is blessedly simple.  The way into blessing from our side is by repentance and trusting in the Saviour.  What assurance God would give us in relation to His acceptance of all that Christ has done.  We are not left in any doubt as to God’s complete satisfaction with the accomplished work.  

That is why I read from these other passages of how “God has made him … Lord and Christ”.  God has put Him in the place of highest honour in the universe.  He has a name greater than that of angels or of men, He has the place of highest glory at the Father’s right hand.  I might add that His place at God’s right hand is not only a witness to the place of honour, but is an evidence of the Father’s delight in Him.  What delight the Father had in raising Christ from among the dead!  He was made “some little inferior to angels”.  We have to speak carefully about what the Lord was made, but He was made inferior to angels in order that He might go into death; this scripture says, “on account of the suffering of death”.  That is, He not only bore the intensity of God’s judgment on the cross, but all that was so offensive has been completely ended and put out of God’s sight in Jesus’ death and burial.  But that glorious Man has risen victorious from among the dead; He is now “crowned with glory and honour”.  

What delight we have in speaking of the Saviour.  To whom then does the word of the glad tidings apply?  Such is the grace of God that it is towards all.  That is another wonderful witness to the fulness of the Saviour’s work.  We each know, or must come to, some judgment of the seriousness of our own guilt, but through the shed blood of the Saviour I can find peace with God.  Oh, the value and blessedness of being forgiven!  It is a most unhappy thing to have a sense of guilt in your conscience, and in a way it is worse still when you know you cannot do one thing of yourself to clear it.  But in coming to the Saviour, we are brought into the enjoyment of full and free forgiveness.  He has “made peace by the blood of his cross”, Col.1:20.  It has cost the Saviour so much, but the blessing available to us has become supremely great.  If you have not done so before, may you turn in repentance today, put your trust in the Saviour and know the joy of being forgiven.  I was once preaching in the open air and quoted the passage from Romans, “all have sinned” (Rom.3:23), and a man came up and stood right before me, and he said, ‘Excuse me, sir, that does not apply to me’.  What a dreadful loss, to face eternity without being reconciled to God because I think that I have no need, when the Saviour has suffered so much and was made sin in order that He might establish my peace with God.  May we come to love Him more and more.  To know how much we have been forgiven is part of the way we come to love Him more – loving much because we have been forgiven much.  

How worthy the Lord Jesus is of the greatest affection of our hearts.  God has set Him there in glory as the great Object for our faith.  It is not a secret that Christ is glorified at God’s right hand.  God has been pleased to reveal that wonderful place that Christ has been given.  The Spirit has come from that very point in glory to bear testimony here to Christ’s place above.  The apostle Paul speaks of himself and others as ambassadors; he said, “We are ambassadors …”.  What a wonderful thing that God should send out persons in such a dignified way to tell souls universally of the outgoing of His love in mercy to undeserving sinners.  What grace that He should be prepared to grant the gift of His Holy Spirit to those who obey His word in order that His love might be shed abroad in our hearts.  I cannot speak too highly of the wonder of God’s love, to think that He did not spare His Son and that He made Him sin for us when I should have been condemned and you should have been condemned.  But God in grace has come out in order to bless us, not only to clear our guilt but, as it says here in Hebrews, He is “bringing many sons to glory”.  Think of God taking us into favour in such a way that He might bring us near as sons, making “perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings”.  What a marvellous way God has taken in love to glorify Himself and to so bless us in Christ Jesus.  

I leave the word with us, just to ponder over what Christ was made.  If it secures anything today, may it serve to deepen our love for the Lord Jesus.  It has cost Him more than tongue can tell.  I have sought to say a little about it, but how could I ever unfold the depth of what was transacted in those hours on the cross.  I can only rejoice again that God is glorified and satisfied.  Christ has become my Saviour and also my hope, for beyond all that the sinner could ever wish for, we have come to know that the Lord is coming again to receive us to Himself, that where He is we also may be, there to be with Him, there to be like Him and there for all eternity.  May God be glorified through the outgoing of His word today.  May we be deepened in our appreciation of the Saviour and yield our hearts more responsively to Him, for His name’s sake.

Preaching of the gospel, Bad Endbach, Germany

8 October 2017

J. Laurie

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 5:20-21 (JND) [20] We are ambassadors therefore for Christ, God as [it were] beseeching by us, we entreat for Christ, Be reconciled to God. [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Acts 2:36 (JND) [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

Hebrews 2:7-10 (JND) [7] Thou hast made him some little inferior to the angels; thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, [and hast set him over the works of thy hands;] [8] thou hast subjected all things under his feet. For in subjecting all things to him, he has left nothing unsubject to him. But now we see not yet all things subjected to *him*, [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing. [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

Hebrews 1:3 (JND) [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high,

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

Hebrews 4:15 (JND) [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart.

Acts 20:21 (JND) [21] testifying to both Jews and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.

Colossians 1:20 (JND) [20] and by him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross by him, whether the things on the earth or the things in the heavens.

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;



SPIRITUAL FOOD


Daniel 1:3-21;  Exodus 16:11-18;  Joshua 5:10-15;

Acts 27:20-44

The importance of spiritual food has been before us on several occasions recently, because it is very important.  I felt encouraged by the first reading that we had today.  I trust that you have enjoyed feeding on the features of Christ that have been brought before us.  Our brother has spoken of food, that it gives life and produces growth, and also gives satisfaction.  And another thing about food is that it forms us.  That is the purpose of spiritual food, and how good God is in providing it.  

I do not want to go into the detail of these scriptures, but just to show that at every stage of the pathway, God is faithful and He provides food for your soul.  What a God; how blessed!  The thought of food in Scripture is that it would build up a moral constitution.  Now you might ask, ‘What does that mean?’  It simply means that what you partake of forms you, it creates habits, it affects the way that you think, and it affects the way that you look at things.  I want to bring out this point in Daniel, because there is other food available.  You can see in this scripture that the king desired to find the best of the children of Israel.  And, dear young friend, the world is looking for the best in believers: a solemn thought.  The world would like to give you a name.  That is what the prince of the eunuchs did, he gave Daniel and his companions Babylonish names.  The enemy would desire to give you a position in the world, give you something to be proud about.  It is foreign to the food that God would provide you with.  There is this delicate food, and the god of this world makes it very attractive.  It is all there on the table; every feature of the world is there.  What might appeal to you might not appeal to me, but it is there, “the king’s delicate food”.  

I speak feelingly, beloved, because the world’s food is forced upon us.  When I was young, when I wanted the world’s food, I had to go out and get it.  I had to go into the world.  I had to cross two thresholds.  I had to cross the threshold of my parent’s home, and I also had to cross the threshold of the place in the world that was seeking to feed me.  We live in a time when the world’s food is so easily available to us, and I speak feelingly to our younger brethren, because things have changed even since I was young.  The enemy has sought to bring the world into our homes, but he was not satisfied with that.  He has brought the world’s food right into the palms of our hands.  You know it, do you not?  It is the food that would lead to soul dearth, would fill your mind, would fill your thoughts with the world’s things.  But here was a young man, and he had purpose of heart.  If you have purpose of heart, you give God room to act.  If you have purpose of heart, and you decide that the food of the world does not satisfy you, that you want something better and you want some nourishment for your soul, God has it available for you.  Daniel recognised the food that would damage him, and he knew what he wanted.  He said, “let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink”.  

You can trace back to Genesis as to the herb of the field (Gen.1:11).  The pulse speaks of God’s word and it is available to you.  God’s word is in every scripture.  Paul writes to Timothy that “Every scripture is divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work”, 2 Tim.3:16,17.  That is in principle what Daniel wanted, the word of God.  The Bible that you have in your hand, dear young believer – treasure it!  Every scripture is divinely inspired, and it is not there just to be admired.  It is there to be read, and it is there to affect you and me.  It has been said that we need to read that scripture as ‘every scripture is divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching me, for convicting me, for correcting me, for instructing me in righteousness’.  The word of God must have a bearing on our lives, and it will affect us.  It will affect the way that we think, and it will affect our pathway.  It will affect everything in relation to this world.  It will set everything in order.  

There is not only the word of God, but the water.  That speaks of the Spirit.  The Spirit is available.  How good God is; every resource is available.  The Spirit of God is the One who desires to lead us into the truth.  And what was the result?  The result was that a change could be seen.  It could be seen in these four young men that the food of this world was not suitable for them, but what they had, in type, was the word of God shown to them by the Holy Spirit.  They were a different kind of person.  Do you want it, friend?  Do you want this kind of food?  How blessed it is, the food that God would provide. 

These two scriptures in relation to the manna and also the old corn of the land have been before us today, and I do not want to go over what has already been said, but God in His faithfulness provides for you.  The children of Israel had come through the Red Sea, speaking to us of the Lord’s death and the way that the Lord has gone for me.  Have you come that way?  Have you come out of Egypt?  Have you committed yourself to the Lord Jesus?  Is Egypt behind you?  The flesh is in us, and Egypt is always there.  What will it be, beloved brethren, when the flesh is gone, when we are with Christ, when we have bodies of glory and the temptations of Egypt will be gone for ever.  But these persons, the children of Israel, came out of Egypt and God took account of them.  He took account of their discontent, He took account of their murmuring and He said, as it were, ‘I am going to provide for them’.   How good God is.  It is all from His side, and He says, “between the two evenings ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread”.  Think of God, in His goodness, providing for you, providing for me, providing a blessed Man in Christ, the One who came here in likeness of flesh.  That is what we have to feed on.  And then, in the morning, God provided manna.  That was seen in the Lord Jesus when He was here, and you find it in the word of God – every precious feature that was seen in the life here of the Lord Jesus.  How could we fathom them?  Have you pondered His obedience?  Have you taken account of the Man that came here, subject to the will of the Father?  The manna speaks of what Christ was down here for God.  Think of God taking account of these blessed features – His obedience, His subjection, dependence, meekness, His love of righteousness, His hatred of lawlessness.  What a Person!  Feed your soul on Him, friend.  This food is available to you, but you have to go and get it for yourself.  

This platform at the last three-day meeting in this city looked quite different.  We value the brothers that are here today, we value every one, but we have lost some older ones.  The Lord has taken persons who fed on the manna, who fed on the old corn of the land.  When we were younger, perhaps we thought that we could get persons to feed for us and that we would be all right, that we could hold on to these spiritual persons.  But dear friend, that will not work; you need to get it for yourself.  This was a daily exercise for Israel.  They had to go out, the householder had to go out and collect the manna that had come down from heaven.  Where does your food come from?  The food industry makes great play of tracing things to its source.  When you go into the supermarket and you look at the labels, particularly on fresh produce, it will tell you where it has come from, not only the country of origin but sometimes the farm.  We need to test where our food comes from.  I suggest that there are only two sources.  It is either coming from the god of this world, or it is coming from heaven.  How precious that this heavenly food is available, but you have to go and get it.  Are you prepared for it?  Am I prepared for it?  The Bible that we have, and I am tested myself, how do you read it?  If you pick up a worldly book, you would not just dip into one chapter here and another chapter there, would you?  You would start at the beginning.  Now, I test myself about that: the word of God – how precious is it to me?  We are to feed on it, but we have to go and get this food, take time to get it.  We are to feed on Jesus, the Man of God’s choice, the One who was here, the One who had God continually before Him, who pursued the will of God.  But worldly food, Egypt’s food –  we still hanker after it, if we are honest.  The children of Israel spoke of the “cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic” (Num.11:5) that they remembered from Egypt.  These are foods that would make something of men, but I speak simply, these are also foods that come back on you.  Have you ever had that experience, beloved, that you taste some of the world’s food and then you are sitting in a meeting and all of a sudden you start thinking about what the world had given you, something you have seen, and you say to yourself, ‘What am I thinking about?’.  Dear friend, there is food available that comes from heaven.

Our brother helped us on this scripture in Joshua recently in Glasgow and I do not want to go over what he brought before us.  But in every exigency of the testimony, God provides food.  How blessed that is.  The background is that the children of Israel had come through the Jordan.  They had come over on dry land, they had seen that the water had gone right back (Josh.3:16,17); it speaks of our death with Christ.  That is easy to say, but what do I know about my death with Christ?  They came out on to the shore, and the first thing that was done was circumcision (Josh.5:2).  Before we can eat of the old corn of the land, dear brethren, we need to cut off the flesh – everything in relation to me, all the bad features of the world and the flesh, and all the good features as well.  Our brother said there is only one Man before God, and that is Christ.  He is the One on whom we need to feed, the One who was here for the will and pleasure of God but is now in glory.  They were at Gilgal and if we are going to take up any military service, Gilgal has in principle to be our base.  That was where circumcision was applied, and the cutting off the flesh speaks of self-judgment.  The ‘sharp knives’ are spoken of here1, and it is a painful exercise, but how necessary.  And then there is the passover.  How blessed it is that God provides the passover; it is for God Himself, although we come into the blessing of it.  It is to affect us, as we think of God taking account of the passover lamb and the unleavened bread being eaten.  How much it means to God that there are persons feeding on Christ.  

Then there is the old corn of the land.  There is a Man in heaven, He belongs there, and He has fulfilled every purpose of God.  Every feature of it, and every iota of the will of God, has been fulfilled completely by Jesus.  He is at the right hand of God; He is there as food for our souls.  The old corn of the land is feeding on that blessed Man who is now in heaven at the right hand of God.  God’s delight is in Him.  May we have an appetite for this heavenly food, dear brethren.

I just touch lightly on the scripture in Acts.  There was conflict then.  We see that in Joshua too, that if conflict was going to be entered into, there were certain requirements.  Joshua saw a man standing with a sword, and he said, “Art thou for us, or for our enemies?”.  Joshua needed a little adjustment, but he brings out an important principle.  He was a soldier, and he brings out the principle that there was no question of neutrality – it was either one thing or another.  The angel of Jehovah stood there, and Joshua, you might say, was brought into line.  He had to take his sandals off, because if we do not have an appreciation of the land, if I have no appreciation of the inheritance and what God has brought us into, how can I fight for it?  Think of a soldier going to war with no appreciation of the country that he is fighting for.  May we have an appreciation of these things, that we may be equipped for the conflict.

In Acts, in what is referred to as Paul’s shipwreck, there are persons who have gone a long time without taking food, and what does that do?  It brings in weakness.  If we are not feeding on Christ, what are we feeding on?  These persons were feeding, we might say, on their surroundings.  They were feeding on what was around, they were occupied with the storm and they were trying to do their best in their own strength, but Paul had food available.  We have spoken of the manna; that relates to the gospels, you find Christ in the gospels.  But think of the food for the soul in the epistles, the light as to Christ and the assembly.  How precious that these things are available to us, beloved brethren.  There were those that sought to do what they could in their own strength, but they came to the point that they were seeking to get out of the ship.  If we get out of the ship, what are we going to give up?  It seems to suggest that it is the giving up of some aspect of the truth, particularly as to the truth of the assembly.  If you follow your own will, where will your boat take you?  Oh, beloved, let us stay with Paul; he has food available.  He said, “Wherefore I exhort you to partake of food, for this has to do with your safety”.  Is that not blessed?  This food is safe food; it will bring us safe to land.  Let us feed on it, beloved brethren, it is available to us.  Do you want it, do you have an appetite for it?  May we be encouraged to go in for this type of food.  

I just want to read a verse in 2 Samuel chapter 19, verse 28.  This is Mephibosheth speaking, and he says, “For all my father’s house were but dead men before my lord the king; and thou didst set thy servant among them that eat at thine own table”.  What an appreciation Mephibosheth had of the brethren, those that sit at the king’s table.  It is available for you, beloved; there is a place for you at the king’s table.  What a sense of mercy Mephibosheth had.  He appreciated the fellowship that we spoke of in the reading.  He appreciated what it was to be gathered with those that had been shown mercy and those who the Lord can have at His table.  We see that on Lord’s day morning, as we gather at the Supper.  We gather with those who belong to the Lord Jesus, those who desire to be faithful to Him, gathered at the Lord’s supper.  How precious it is, food for our souls, and we get it too in our reading meetings.  Value them, come to the weeknight meetings; you will get food for your soul, you will find what it is to be round the King’s table and enjoying what is available.  

May we be encouraged to have an appetite for this spiritual food, and may we all be preserved together in feeding on Christ.  May the Lord bless the word.

Address at Edinburgh 3-day meeting

20 October 2017

T.R. Campbell

 


Scripture references

Daniel 1:3-21 (JND) [3] And the king spoke unto Ashpenaz the chief of his eunuchs, that he should bring of the children of Israel, both of the royal seed and of the nobles, [4] youths in whom was no blemish, and of goodly countenance, and skilful in all wisdom, and acquainted with knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the language of the Chaldeans. [5] And the king appointed unto them a daily provision of the king's delicate food, and of the wine that he drank, to nourish them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king. [6] Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. [7] And the prince of the eunuchs gave them names: to Daniel he gave [the name] Belteshazzar, and to Hananiah, Shadrach, and to Mishael, Meshach, and to Azariah, Abed-nego. [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself. [9] And God granted Daniel favour and mercy before the prince of the eunuchs. [10] And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king who hath appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces worse liking than the youths who are of your age? and ye would endanger my head with the king. [11] And Daniel said to the steward, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, [12] Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink; [13] then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the youths that eat of the king's delicate food: and as thou shalt see, deal with thy servants. [14] And he hearkened unto them in this matter, and proved them ten days. …

Exodus 16:11-18 (JND) [11] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [12] I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak to them, saying, Between the two evenings ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am Jehovah your God. [13] And it came to pass in the evening, that quails came up, and covered the camp; and in the morning the dew lay round the camp. [14] And when the dew that lay [round it] was gone up, behold, on the face of the wilderness there was [something] fine, granular, fine as hoar-frost, on the ground. [15] And the children of Israel saw [it], and said one to another, What is it? for they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, This is the bread which Jehovah has given you to eat. [16] This is the thing which Jehovah has commanded: Gather of it every man according to what he can eat, an omer a poll, [according to] the number of your persons: ye shall take every man for those that are in his tent. [17] And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some much, some little. [18] And they measured with the omer: then he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little wanted nothing: they had gathered every man according to the measure of his eating.

Joshua 5:10-15 (JND) [10] And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal, and held the passover on the fourteenth day of the month, at even, in the plains of Jericho. [11] And they ate of the old corn of the land on the morrow after the passover, unleavened loaves, and roasted [corn] on that same day. [12] And the manna ceased on the morrow, when they had eaten of the old corn of the land; and there was no more manna for the children of Israel; and they ate of the produce of the land of Canaan that year. [13] And it came to pass when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, there stood a man before him with his sword drawn in his hand. And Joshua went to him, and said to him: Art thou for us, or for our enemies? [14] And he said, No; for [as] captain of the army of Jehovah am I now come. Then Joshua fell upon his face to the earth, and worshipped, and said to him, What saith my lord unto his servant? [15] And the captain of Jehovah's army said to Joshua, Loose thy sandal from off thy foot: for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so.

Acts 27:20-44 (JND) [20] And neither sun nor stars appearing for many days, and no small storm lying on us, in the end all hope of our being saved was taken away. [21] And when they had been a long while without taking food, Paul then standing up in the midst of them said, Ye ought, O men, to have hearkened to me, and not have made sail from Crete and have gained this disaster and loss. [22] And now I exhort you to be of good courage, for there shall be no loss at all of life of [any] of you, only of the ship. [23] For an angel of the God, whose I am and whom I serve, stood by me this night, [24] saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must stand before Caesar; and behold, God has granted to thee all those that sail with thee. [25] Wherefore be of good courage, men, for I believe God that thus it shall be, as it has been said to me. [26] But we must be cast ashore on a certain island. [27] And when the fourteenth night was come, we being driven about in Adria, towards the middle of the night the sailors supposed that some land neared them, [28] and having sounded found twenty fathoms, and having gone a little farther and having again sounded they found fifteen fathoms; [29] and fearing lest we should be cast on rocky places, casting four anchors out of the stern, they wished that day were come. [30] But the sailors wishing to flee out of the ship, and having let down the boat into the sea under pretext of being about to carry out anchors from the prow, [31] Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, Unless these abide in the ship *ye* cannot be saved. …

Genesis 1:11 (JND) [11] And God said, Let the earth cause grass to spring up, herb producing seed, fruit-trees yielding fruit after their kind, the seed of which is in them, on the earth. And it was so.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (JND) [16] Every scripture [is] divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; [17] that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work.

Numbers 11:5 (JND) [5] We remember the fish that we ate in Egypt for nothing; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic;

Joshua 3:16-17 (JND) [16] the waters which flowed down from above stood [and] rose up in a heap, very far, by Adam, the city that is beside Zaretan; and those that flowed down towards the sea of the plain, the salt sea, were completely cut off. And the people went over opposite to Jericho. [17] And the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of Jehovah stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan. And all Israel went over on dry ground, until all the nation had completely gone over the Jordan.

Joshua 5:2 (JND) [2] At that time Jehovah said to Joshua, Make thee stone-knives, and circumcise again the children of Israel the second time.

2 Samuel 19:28 (JND) [28] For all my father's house were but dead men before my lord the king; and thou didst set thy servant among them that eat at thine own table. What further right therefore have I? and for what should I cry any more to the king?



HUNGERING AND THIRSTING AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS


2 Corinthians 5:21; Matthew 5:6; Psalm 119:97;

Hebrews 1:9

I have a simple thought as to hungering and thirsting after righteousness.  I wondered if it might begin with new birth.  There was a point in our soul histories when we did not want to have anything to do with God or His things.  But at some point, the Spirit worked in us to convict us of our sin, and we realised that we did not have any righteousness.  Our righteousnesses were as filthy rags and we could not possibly present them to God, and at that point we realised that we needed a Saviour, and in wonderful grace God has accepted us in all the worth of Jesus Christ the righteous.  In the first scripture we read, we have the wonderful truth that “Him who knew not sin has been made sin for us, that we might become God’s righteousness in him”.

If we hunger and thirst in a natural sense, it means that we urgently need something, and if we hunger and thirst long enough, we will die.  If our hunger and thirst for righteousness is not satisfied by trusting in the Saviour, and proving that our righteousness is in Him, then we will surely not have peace.  I hope that there is no one here in that condition, still hungry and thirsty, not having found satisfaction, because satisfaction is freely available.  If you do not know the Saviour already, you can, dear friend, by putting your faith and trust in Him.  

The scripture which first came to my mind was in Matthew 5.  The Lord was speaking about various features which would mark persons who are suitable for the kingdom.  It is kingdom persons who are spoken about here.  The Lord said, “Blessed they who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled”.  When we come to the Lord Jesus as Saviour and receive the Holy Spirit, we find that we have new desires; we seek for things that we did not want before, and we do not want things that we did want before; that is wonderful.  We can be sure that if we are pursuing God’s things, we will be filled and satisfied, but if we pursue things that are not of God, we will never be satisfied.  It is a lesson that takes a long time to learn – I can say that for myself – and perhaps a lot of experimentation takes place before we realise what can really fill us.  It is a wonderful thing that we have this emphatic declaration that “they shall be filled”.  It would be characteristic for the believer to desire the things of God, and desire to go on in a way that is pleasing to God.  That is what should characterise us if we are going on in a right way.  We think of the Lord Jesus as the One whose food was to do the will of Him who had sent Him (John 4:34).  He is a wonderful model for us in all things, as we would seek to go on in a right way.  There are challenges as to that, but we have every resource available to us so that we can do so, and we can be filled.  It really is a wonderful thing.

We read in the psalm, where the psalmist says, “Oh how I love thy law! it is my meditation all the day”.  Of course, this was said prophetically of our Lord Jesus but we, as having the Spirit, would like to think about the things in which God takes delight.  It is amazing that we can think about the things in which God takes pleasure, and we can take pleasure in them as well.  It is totally alien to us naturally: according to the flesh, we would not take any pleasure in them at all, but we can do so because of the indwelling Spirit.  That is a wonderful thing, that we can make God’s things our meditation all the day.  Of course, we have to think about other things – we have responsibilities to see to – but “all the day” we can think about the things that please God.  That would shape the way we walk, it should form our path and the ways in which we think and speak, and it would mean that we would be here pleasing to God.

I just touch on this final scripture speaking about the Lord Jesus, who loved righteousness and hated lawlessness.  If we are hungering and thirsting after righteousness, we would find satisfaction in thinking about the Lord Jesus, His pathway and His Person.  He would be food for us.  We need this food if we are to go on in a way that is righteous.  It is not going to happen by itself; we need to feed and think about this One whom God has anointed with oil of gladness above His companions.  God has set Him in the midst, He has been exalted, set up for us to look at, to feed on and to contemplate.  That would really help us to go on in a way that is pleasing to God.  The Lord Jesus has done it all, He walked here in a perfectly righteous path.  We cannot possibly measure up to that, but it is wonderful to think that He is our great Forerunner (Heb.6:20).  It is very satisfying to think of that, and to turn away from consideration of failures and weaknesses.  We might look back at recent soul history, and think of how we stumbled, but we can turn away from all that, and think about “Jesus Christ the righteous”, 1 John 2:1.  What a One to have before us; a wondrous thought.  

It would bring contentment; the scripture says that “piety with contentment is great gain”, 1 Tim.6:6.  An element of piety would be righteousness.  I used to struggle very much with the thought that one could be content just with piety, but it is a wonderful and blessed reality if we are dependent on the Holy Spirit and keep our eyes fixed on the Lord Jesus.  He has gone on before, the One who has been anointed with the oil of gladness.  God the Father has such pleasure in Him; indeed, the Holy Spirit has pleasure in Him, and we too can have our pleasure in Him.  That would help us as we seek to go on in a way that is pleasing to God – we have that desire in us as believers.  Sometimes we might be distracted, but we can always look at this One who always did the things that were pleasing to the Father (John 8:29).  That is a wonderful and sustaining thought.

I just leave these few simple impressions with us, and trust that it will be a word of encouragement.  May the Lord bless the word.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Grangemouth

G.T. Melville

9 January 2018

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Matthew 5:6 (JND) [6] Blessed they who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for *they* shall be filled.

Psalms 119:97 (JND) [97] MEM. Oh how I love thy law! it is my meditation all the day.

Hebrews 1:9 (JND) [9] Thou hast loved righteousness and hast hated lawlessness; therefore God, thy God, has anointed thee with oil of gladness above thy companions.

Matthew 5 (JND) [1] But seeing the crowds, he went up into the mountain, and having sat down, his disciples came to him; [2] and, having opened his mouth, he taught them, saying, [3] Blessed [are] the poor in spirit, for *theirs* is the kingdom of the heavens. …

John 4:34 (JND) [34] Jesus says to them, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work.

Hebrews 6:20 (JND) [20] where Jesus is entered as forerunner for us, become for ever a high priest according to the order of Melchisedec.

1 John 2:1 (JND) [1] My children, these things I write to you in order that ye may not sin; and if any one sin, we have a patron with the Father, Jesus Christ [the] righteous;

1 Timothy 6:6 (JND) [6] But piety with contentment *is* great gain.

John 8:29 (JND) [29] And he that has sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, because I do always the things that are pleasing to him.



EXTRACT – THE SPIRIT AND THE FLESH


Take the illustration of the dove and the crow.  The crow loves carrion and the dove loves pure food.  They are both in the same cage.  You control the food supply.  Now, what about your reckoning?  The crow cries out – he is always hungry for carrion, as the dove always is longing for pure food.  You feed the dove.  That is the principle that governs you.  You view yourself as dead in relation to the crow.  You say, ‘But he is alive’.  Yes, but he came to an end in the death of Christ, and I cling to the light in the appreciation of the One who has ended him, and I turn my back on him; I will not let him have a morsel.  But it is only as I feed the dove well that I can do that, for what is blessedly living has a deadening effect in regard to the flesh; just, alas, as ministering to the flesh has a deadening effect on me in regard to Christ …

You ask, ‘Why does the not crow die?’  Because I should not have the exercise of holding him in death if he died.  You do not starve a man who has died.  It is what is living that you starve, as refusing to recognise it.  Magazines, hobbies, a thousand things, all are carrion that the crow loves.  You and the crow were one once; you and the dove are now one, and you refuse the crow.  He cannot get a morsel but what you allow to go into the cage.  Nobody feeds him but you; nobody feeds the dove but you.  The crow gets worse each day in your eyes, in the appreciation of the One who was crucified to remove him.  Something appeals to the flesh; you say, ‘That is something for the crow, and I will not give it to him’.  But you cannot give too much to the dove, but it must be dove’s food.  The crow’s food is all around you, and it is only too easy to get.  For the dove’s food, you have to take a journey; you have to get to divine Persons, and you must get amongst the brethren where the dove’s food is marketed, but you have to pay for the conditions of the food in diligence, and part of the payment is that you starve the crow,

‘If I my tastes deny

   When I might gratify,

I suffer bitterly,

   But sweet is liberty’.

… Mr Stoney said, ‘I might soak myself in a newspaper in the morning, and get into a temper in the afternoon.  What has one to do with the other?  Everything’.  I fed the crow in the morning, and the very food I gave him enabled him to master me in the afternoon.  I will have to pay for every morsel I give him; whereas every morsel I give the dove returns to me handsome dividends: “For he that sows to his own flesh, shall reap corruption from the flesh; but he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life”, Gal.6:8.

… Abraham scared those birds away (Gen.15:11).  He starved the crow.  He was an old man of a hundred years, but he did not ask them just to go.  They will not go unless you scare them.  He did not ask God to send them off.  He used the power he had, typically in the Spirit, as dependent on the Lord himself, to scare them off.  You say, ‘They may come back’.  They will, if you appreciate Christ, because Abraham was appreciating God’s thoughts of Christ when the birds came, as set out in the animals which God had told him to take.  But you have the secret of sending them off.  You cannot prevent birds flying over your roof, but you can prevent providing them with material on the roof wherewith to make a nest.  I may have to say, ‘The birds flew over my roof’.  Yes, but there was nowhere for them to settle.

… Self-gratification or Christ is the issue.  It is either the blessed Man who pleased not Himself, or it is the man, the big ‘I’ in me, that can only please myself.  If we only understood the definiteness of the position!  It is black or white – the white dove, or the black crow, but we bring in the greys, and God never does.  At the cross, there were no greys.  There was infinite blessedness in God as manifested in Christ, and nothing but blackness in Satan.

… A brother asked Mr Raven, ‘Tell me the secret of getting on’.  Mr Raven replied, ‘If you want to get on, just retire!’.  That is righteousness.  It is positive unrighteousness to live where Christ died.  In righteousness I disappear; in peace I reappear.  I go out to the Lord in righteousness in His death; I come in in the Spirit in peace.

From a reading with P. Lyon, Gummersbach, Germany

2 May 1950
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Scripture references

Galatians 6:8 (JND) [8] For he that sows to his own flesh, shall reap corruption from the flesh; but he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life:

Genesis 15:11 (JND) [11] And the birds of prey came down on the carcases; and Abram scared them away.

Genesis 15:11 (JND) [11] And the birds of prey came down on the carcases; and Abram scared them away.
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