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THE SERVICE OF CHRIST FOR HIS OWN

John 13:1-15;  Hebrews 9:24; 4:14-16; 7:25;  Exodus 28:2,9-12,15-21 (to “as a seal”);  

Luke 12:34-38

I seek help to say a little as to the service of Christ for His own.  There are many activities of Christ in relation to His own and I do not seek to speak of them all, but my impression is that His service to His own is an activity of His love.  The love of Christ for His own has been before me.  It is wonderful to come together and see one another as objects of the love of Christ.  We were reminded recently as to why He loves His own: they have been given to Him by the Father.  Think of that, each one a gift.  The Lord could say, “They were thine, and thou gavest them me”, John 17:6.  Think of the wonder of that, that all believers, you and I among them, have been the subjects of giving from the Father to Christ.  “They were thine”, we were the Father’s as objects of divine purpose, marked for the greatest blessing, and committed to Christ, in order that every divine thought in relation to us might be made good in us.  

A gift would suggest a certain understanding on the part of the giver as to what the recipient would treasure, and I think all these chapters of John’s gospel, which are so full, give us some sense of what Christ’s own were to Him.  From chapter 13, the Lord’s going away is in view.  He had been with His own, He had been with them in the world and He was going out of it.  It says here that He, “knowing that his hour had come that he should depart … to the Father”.  That movement is characteristic of John’s writings.  The other gospels give us the way in which He became the rejected One and was cast out, but John’s gospel gives us One who had come from God and was going to God.  Think of the glory of such a movement, One who had come from God and made known all that could be known of God, and was going to God having secured everything according to the divine mind.  That was before Him, and yet in these chapters we read of Him being here with His own.  He understood what it would mean for them that He should be leaving them: He says, “Let not your heart be troubled”, John 14:1,27.  He understood what this would mean for them.  He speaks of “another Comforter” coming, (John 14:16); He seeks to assure their hearts that although they would be hated by the world, they were loved by Him and loved by His Father.  Then it says in chapter 17:1 that He “lifted up his eyes to heaven” and He speaks to His Father.  What is He speaking about?  He speaks about His own.  I think it is very affecting to see it, and we can be assured that Christ’s own are “a peculiar treasure” (Mal.4:17) to His heart.

The passage says, “knowing … that he came out from God and was going to God”.  He knows that the hour is come, and there is this interjection: it says He “lays aside his garments”.  Perhaps we have often read this and bowed our hearts to think of such condescending grace.  You can see it is characteristic of His love: He saw a need with His own, He would make provision for them, and this was of the greatest moment in His own mind.  You think of the glory of that blessed movement, the dignity of the One who had come out from God and was going to God, divesting Himself of His garments and taking His place at the feet of His own.  Wonderful love of Jesus!  

Peter did not want Him to wash his feet, but what the Lord brings out is that it is necessary.  You see, He had been with them in the world, and He knew the character of it.  He knew the character of the place in which He was leaving them, and He was entering a new condition, but He wanted them to have part with Him.  He says, “Unless I wash thee, thou hast not part with me”.  So great was His desire, that He would lay aside His garments and take His place at their feet that He might serve them.  

What a wonderful activity of love that was, and He would do the same for each one of us.  We often speak of feet washing as it relates to our service one for another, but it was actually done first by the Lord Himself to His own.  He sets it on as an example (v.15), but first of all, let us just wonder at the activity of His own love in which He lays aside His garments and washes their feet.  You can understand His own almost being startled by it, but He says “What I do thou dost not know now … Unless I wash thee, thou hast not part with me”.  You see how He bore with them in their ignorance.  It says of Him that, “having loved His own … loved them to the end”.  Think of that company.  There was Peter, Philip, Thomas, whose failings are recorded for us: He loved them, He bore with them and loved them to the end, loved them through everything (see note, v.1).  That is the character of His love.  How we can be thankful for it.  It is not hindered by all it finds, but it acts according to His own heart, “loved His own … loved them to the end”.  

He says, “Unless I wash thee, thou hast not part with me”.  He was about to enter a new condition, a spiritual condition, a heavenly condition, He was about to enter a sphere where there was no trace of this world.  He Himself personally could enter it, in all the holiness and perfection of His own Person, but He wanted His own to have part with Him, He wanted His own to share with Him.  He says, “Unless” I do it, so it was a necessity, while His own are still in the world.  We know the defiling character of the world.  We go to school, we go to work and we learn the character of the world.  We might sometimes be surprised at how easily we take on features of the world, perhaps without even realising it.  The Lord shows that the washing of our feet is a necessary service in order that our state might be kept so that we should have part with Him.  

He takes His garments again and says, “Do ye know what I have done to you?”.  He set that service on in that little company in which He was known, the circle in which He was loved, in order that it may continue.  It is the Lord’s own service but it is to be taken up by others in affection.  There are two things I was minded to say as to that.  First, perhaps, to the young, but to all, to keep ourselves in the circle where this service is known.  We perhaps have all been subjects of such service, for which we can give thanks, from brothers and sisters with spiritual substance who have ministered Christ and brought in refreshment and relief.  That is the true spiritual character of feet washing.  It is needed refreshment in circumstances which are corrupt and defiling.  After He sets it on, the Lord says, “ye also ought to wash one another’s feet”.  

The second point is that there is an obligation on us to serve one another.  I do not think those persons in that company would have looked at one another in the same way after this.  They would have looked at one another and said, ‘The Lord washed his feet’.  He would give us an appreciation of one another as those who belong to Him, and there is an obligation placed upon us to take up such a service to one another, so necessary a service.  This little circle was where the Lord was free.  His love was free in activity.  The Christian circle provides an environment in which we can be assured there is not only safety, but enjoyment, and where love is free.  A related point is that, in that company of which the Lord was the centre, what was of evil withdrew (v.30).  There was no place for it there.  What a preserving element the activity of divine love is, as taken up by others.  In such an environment, where divine love is free and active and where there are holy conditions, evil withdraws.  It speaks of Judas going out.  We must preserve right conditions of things in our gatherings, by taking up this obligation that He places upon His own, so that evil finds no place.

The passage in Hebrews reminds us that the Lord has departed out of the world and has taken His place in heaven.  He has gone into the presence of God, having passed through the heavens (Heb.4:14).  Think of the greatness of the One who has gone in.  We had that recently, “consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession”, Heb.3:1.  The writer wants us to consider such a One.  He starts by presenting the greatness of One who has spoken, who has accomplished everything Himself, and has gone back and sat down in the presence of God (Heb.8:1).  Think of the glory of that, the One of whom it is said, “Thou art my Son, I have to-day begotten thee”, Heb.5:5.  That One took up everything here for God and accomplished it all, every divine thought secured, and He has gone back into the presence of God.  

It says here, “For the Christ is not entered into holy places made with hand, figures of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God for us”.  The way that the Scriptures present it is that He has taken that place for us.  The aim of the writer is to open up everything that is ours, the greatness of our place, and Christ would maintain us there.  It says that He has entered in and now appears “before the face of God for us”.  Think of that, He has taken such a place, but we will never be forgotten, none of His own will be left behind, and they benefit from His acceptableness to God and His tireless intercession.  His love and its activity continue as He appears before God for us.  

I wonder if we have laid hold of that, dear brethren, that there is a Man there in heaven, One who in His Person is beyond us in His greatness.  He has gone there in the virtue of all that He has done, and He has done it for us.  His appearing before the face of God is for us.  The writer is seeking to bring in liberty, or “boldness” as he says in the passage in chapter 4, for our approach.  He is seeking to encourage those to whom he wrote to approach; there is the means of approach to God because “We have such a one high priest”, Heb.8:1.  We read in chapter 4, “Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession.  For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities”.  The Lord Jesus fills a scene of glory now, but He is not unmindful of the conditions in which He finds His own.  He would, as it were, reach down and bring us up; that is His service.  He is feeling as to the circumstances and the conditions, we can be assured of divine sympathy.  He has been into those circumstances Himself.  Think of that, the One who is appearing for you knows about the circumstances in which you find yourself because He has been in them – “sin apart”.  What the writer is seeking to bring before those that he wrote to was that their place was secure before God, and that they are sustained there for the service of God and for God’s pleasure.  That is really what we mean by maintaining the saints at the height of their heavenly calling.  

We may say, there are my circumstances, my infirmities.  These are things that we should not pass by.  The Lord Jesus is sympathetic as to them, we can be assured of His sympathy.  We know what infirmities are, the exigencies of the way, and how they bear upon us.  The Lord Jesus has been in such circumstances, He Himself triumphing over them.  It says, “but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart”.  We can rest our souls on the One who has been in the circumstances and has remained morally unchanged by them.  That is what the heart comes to rejoice in, although we feel the circumstances, the condition of things, and there is much that weighs upon the hearts of the dear brethren.  The circumstances of small numbers, and the weakness and illness of many dear ones, can feel overwhelming sometimes.  Let us be assured of the Lord’s sympathy, because it says, “he is able to save completely those who approach by him to God, always living to intercede for them”.  Think of that, He is “always living”.  I trust you will understand if I say it is as if that is why He is there, to intercede for His own.  Whatever the circumstances in which He finds His own, He bears them up.  

That is why I read in Exodus.  The expression, “holy garments for Aaron thy brother, for glory and for ornament” arrested me.  These priestly robes held the stones on the shoulder and on the breastplate.  The stones speak of the saints.  I do not know if you have seen any of these stones described here, but they have an intrinsic beauty.  Christ is, as it were, bearing them in before God, carrying them in.  It says they are “for glory and for ornament”.  That is not the saints looked at in all their infirmities and weaknesses, being overwhelmed by the exigencies of the way, or taking on the dust of this world; it is what they are for ornament, they are for glory.  

Think of the saints giving ornamentation to the priestly robes of Christ.  That is the result of His service, He is always there, living, and He intercedes.  I think what that means is that He puts His own character on His own.  What wonderful assurance we can have as we come before God, though we may feel weak, we may feel that we are not able for such a place.  ‘How may we rise to Thy vast thoughts?’ (Hymn 116).  Christ is equal to it, and He carries His people in before God entirely according to divine thoughts.  The priestly robes of Christ are for glory and for ornamentation.  That is the saints according to the true mind of God, according to divine purpose.  Think of the continual activity of Christ as interceding before God for His saints.  He puts His own impress upon them.  How thankful we can be for His service there.  

I would like to say a word of encouragement to those of us who are younger, if we have a touch about the Lord and would like to express some appreciation of it and feel that we do not have the words to express ourselves, or cannot put words together.  Now, we have to be careful when we are speaking to divine Persons; there must always be what is due to Them.  Some seek to modernise the way in which divine Persons are addressed, and may use language that is not priestly.  So we need to be careful, we need to be reverent.  But one thing I would say is that if the impression that God has given you is expressed out of a true heart, Christ will put His own touch to it so that as it is heard by God, it is “for glory and for ornament”.  You think of the glorious character, the power, and the efficacy of Christ’s priestly service.  You do not have to be too concerned about the way you express what is in your heart, because the Lord knows your thoughts and as you express them He puts His own impress upon them, so that what rises to God is entirely for and according to His heart.  We have in Revelation 5:8 the golden bowls “which are the prayers of the saints”.  How are they golden?  It is because Christ ever lives to intercede, giving that golden, glorious character to our prayers, so we can be assured that we are maintained entirely according as we should be.  

In Luke’s gospel the Lord is speaking to His own, saying not to be careful about what we should eat, and what we should put on (Luke 12:22), these things that perhaps have a greater place than they should have in our minds.  The Father cares for us; we have a heavenly Father caring for us.  Then the Lord says “where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.  Let your loins be girded about, and lamps burning”.  That is how we are to be here; that should be characteristic of how the believer is here.  Our affections are to be held for Him and our lamps burning.  John in Patmos could say he was there “for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus”, Rev.1:9.  That is the character of the way in which the believer should be here, in a state of expectancy, loins girded.  The Lord says of the men waiting for their own lord, “whenever he may leave the wedding, that when he comes and knocks, they may open to him immediately”.  There should be no hesitation as to our own hearts and affections.  They should be in keeping, and held so that, when He knocks, we may open immediately. 

In Laodicea the Lord is outside, and He is knocking (Rev.3:20).  The knocking goes on, there was lethargy there, there was mere profession; but “loins girded” and “lamps burning” would speak of a state in which there is a spirit of expectancy so that we might be ready for Him.  He says, “verily I say unto you, that he will gird himself and make them recline at table, and coming up will serve them”.  His activity continues.  This is not Christ having to do with the saints in all their need; this is Him bringing, imparting, sharing all the blessedness of divine love.  He causes His own to recline, to be at home there, to be at rest there.  He is speaking to bondmen, those who have been faithful.  Bondmanship goes along with faithfulness, and service too, but this is more than an area of service, this is an area of rest for His own.  He says, “he will gird himself … and coming up will serve them”.  He brings all that is divinely given to us.  He brings the enjoyment of it, and shares in it with us.  We take it, as it were, from His own hand.  I think that is the character of the way we will always enjoy divine things, love will always be active in that regard.  Our enjoyment of the fulness of divine love has Christ’s own impress upon it; we receive it from Him.  That is really a place of privilege and immense favour and the love of the Lord Jesus continues in all its activity.  His love will never cease to be active in relation to His own.

I will finish with one last thought as to Philadelphia in Revelation 3.  You see the Lord walking amidst the lamps (Rev.1:13).  He speaks to Philadelphia and He takes account of the character of things there: it was the same character at the end as at the beginning.  There is the reference to “a little power”, things worked out in littleness, and then “and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name”, Rev.3:8.  He also says in that verse, “I have set before thee an opened door”.  I think what we have been speaking of connects with the “opened door”.  He goes on to say, “Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that I have loved thee”.  

Think of that: it is very, very precious.  The world has been left with the testimony of His love, the love of Christ, firstly for His Father: He could say in John 14:31 “that the world may know that I love the Father”.  There was wonderful testimony to this by what He did, “as the Father has commanded me, thus I do”.  By doing everything for the will of the Father He has left an unchallengeable testimony to the world of His love for the Father.  Then there is the testimony of His love for His own – He will cause them to “know that I have loved thee”.  How are they going to know?  I suggest that one way in which the Lord’s love for His own will be known is in how He has unfailingly and unceasingly served them.  It says, “they … shall know that I have loved thee”: what a testimony rendered even to those without, of the love of Christ.  

May we be encouraged as to these things.  We are to prove by experience that the Lord is available, in whatever way He might serve us.  He treasures His own, be assured as to it, and He will see us through.  

Well, may it be so, for His name’s sake.

 

Buckhurst Hill

14 October 2023

 

Robert Webster

 

 


Scripture references

John 13:1-15 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, [4] rises from supper and lays aside his garments, and having taken a linen towel he girded himself: [5] then he pours water into the washhand basin, and began to wash the feet of the disciples, and to wipe them with the linen towel with which he was girded. [6] He comes therefore to Simon Peter; and *he* says to him, Lord, dost thou wash *my* feet? [7] Jesus answered and said to him, What I do thou dost not know now, but thou shalt know hereafter. [8] Peter says to him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, Unless I wash thee, thou hast not part with me. [9] Simon Peter says to him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. [10] Jesus says to him, He that is washed all over needs not to wash save his feet, but is wholly clean; and ye are clean, but not all. [11] For he knew him that delivered him up: on account of this he said, Ye are not all clean. [12] When therefore he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, having sat down again, he said to them, Do ye know what I have done to you? …

John 13:1-15 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, [4] rises from supper and lays aside his garments, and having taken a linen towel he girded himself: [5] then he pours water into the washhand basin, and began to wash the feet of the disciples, and to wipe them with the linen towel with which he was girded. [6] He comes therefore to Simon Peter; and *he* says to him, Lord, dost thou wash *my* feet? [7] Jesus answered and said to him, What I do thou dost not know now, but thou shalt know hereafter. [8] Peter says to him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, Unless I wash thee, thou hast not part with me. [9] Simon Peter says to him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. [10] Jesus says to him, He that is washed all over needs not to wash save his feet, but is wholly clean; and ye are clean, but not all. [11] For he knew him that delivered him up: on account of this he said, Ye are not all clean. [12] When therefore he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, having sat down again, he said to them, Do ye know what I have done to you? …

Hebrews 9:24 (JND) [24] For the Christ is not entered into holy places made with hand, figures of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God for us:

Hebrews 9:24 (JND) [24] For the Christ is not entered into holy places made with hand, figures of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God for us:

Hebrews 4:14-16 (JND) [14] Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession. [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart. [16] Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help.

Hebrews 7:25 (JND) [25] Whence also he is able to save completely those who approach by him to God, always living to intercede for them.

Exodus 28:2-21 (JND) [2] And thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron thy brother, for glory and for ornament. [3] And thou shalt speak with all [that are] wise-hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make Aaron's garments to hallow him, that he may serve me as priest. [4] And these are the garments which they shall make: a breastplate, and an ephod, and a cloak, and a checkered vest, a turban, and a girdle; and they shall make holy garments for Aaron thy brother, and his sons, that he may serve me as priest. [5] And they shall take gold, and blue, and purple, and scarlet, and twined byssus, [6] and shall make the ephod of gold, blue, and purple, scarlet and twined byssus, of artistic work. [7] It shall have two shoulder-pieces joined at the two ends thereof, where it is joined together. [8] And the girdle of the ephod, which is upon it, shall be of the same, according to its work of gold, blue, and purple, and scarlet and twined byssus. [9] And thou shalt take two onyx stones, and engrave on them the names of the children of Israel: [10] six of their names on the one stone, and the six names of the rest on the other stone, according to their birth. [11] According to the work of an engraver in stone, as the engravings of a seal, shalt thou engrave the two stones with the names of the sons of Israel; surrounded by enclosures of gold shalt thou make them. [12] And thou shalt put the two stones upon the shoulder-pieces of the ephod [as] stones of memorial for the children of Israel; and Aaron shall bear their names before Jehovah upon his two shoulders for a memorial. [13] And thou shalt make enclosures of gold; …

Luke 12:34-38 (JND) [34] For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be. [35] Let your loins be girded about, and lamps burning; [36] and *ye* like men who wait their own lord whenever he may leave the wedding, that when he comes and knocks, they may open to him immediately. [37] Blessed are those bondmen whom the lord [on] coming shall find watching; verily I say unto you, that he will gird himself and make them recline at table, and coming up will serve them. [38] And if he come in the second watch, and come in the third watch, and find [them] thus, blessed are those [bondmen].

John 17:6 (JND) [6] I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy word.

John 14:1-27 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. [4] And ye know where I go, and ye know the way. [5] Thomas says to him, Lord, we know not where thou goest, and how can we know the way? [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me. [7] If ye had known me, ye would have known also my Father, and henceforth ye know him and have seen him. [8] Philip says to him, Lord, shew us the Father and it suffices us. [9] Jesus says to him, Am I so long a time with you, and thou hast not known me, Philip? He that has seen me has seen the Father; and how sayest thou, Shew us the Father? [10] Believest thou not that I [am] in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words which I speak to you I do not speak from myself; but the Father who abides in me, he does the works. [11] Believe *me* that I [am] in the Father and the Father in me; but if not, believe me for the works' sake themselves. [12] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that believes on me, the works which I do shall he do also, and he shall do greater than these, because I go to the Father. …

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,

Hebrews 4:14 (JND) [14] Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession.

Hebrews 3:1 (JND) [1] Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of [the] heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus,

Hebrews 8:1 (JND) [1] Now a summary of the things of which we are speaking [is], We have such a one high priest who has sat down on [the] right hand of the throne of the greatness in the heavens;

Hebrews 5:5 (JND) [5] Thus the Christ also has not glorified himself to be made a high priest; but he who had said to him, *Thou* art my Son, *I* have to-day begotten thee.

Hebrews 8:1 (JND) [1] Now a summary of the things of which we are speaking [is], We have such a one high priest who has sat down on [the] right hand of the throne of the greatness in the heavens;

Revelation 5:8 (JND) [8] And when it took the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, having each a harp and golden bowls full of incenses, which are the prayers of the saints.

Luke 12:22 (JND) [22] And he said to his disciples, For this cause I say unto you, Be not careful for life, what ye shall eat, nor for the body, what ye shall put on.

Revelation 1:9 (JND) [9] I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus.

Revelation 3:20 (JND) [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me.

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

Revelation 1:13 (JND) [13] and in the midst of the [seven] lamps [one] like [the] Son of man, clothed with a garment reaching to the feet, and girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle:

Revelation 3:8 (JND) [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

John 14:31 (JND) [31] but that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father has commanded me, thus I do. Rise up, let us go hence.



SUPPLYING WHAT IS LACKING

Luke 7:36-39, 44-47;  John 6:5-9;  Nehemiah 3:4,5,27;  Proverbs 31:10,11

I seek help to speak about supplying what is lacking, about meeting a need.  I was impressed recently in reading the epistles to the Corinthians locally that in 1 Corinthians 16:17 Paul writes, “I rejoice in the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus; because they have supplied what was lacking on your part”.  There were persons present who were able to minister to Paul that which others should have provided.  They were able to supply what was lacking.

The woman in Luke 7 supplied what was lacking: there were things that Simon should have provided.  He invited the Lord into his house, but he did not afford him the common courtesy of the day: it was left to this woman to do that.  She may seem an unlikely source to supply what was needed.  There were great men in John 6, and it was a little boy that supplied what was needed there.  In Nehemiah, you would expect that the nobles of the Tekoites would have put their necks to the work, but they did not.  Despite that lack, the Tekoites saw a need and repaired a second part of the wall.  There was something lacking among those who should have provided.  This might suggest how the body of the saints, in an unheralded way, went on and did what was needed that the wall should be complete, that there should be no gaps.  

The scripture in Proverbs suggests that the assembly is a great source of supply.  The assembly operates, as we have often been reminded, on the basis of what it brings.  And in these scriptures that I have read there are persons able to bring resources to meet a need.  Every one in this room today can help to meet a need.  I want to make clear that I have nothing specifically in mind as to a particular need or lack.  I have been the beneficiary of a lack that has been made up from the divine side, as I trust everyone here has been.  The Lord Jesus has worked to supply what was needed to give me a place before God.  Who of us does not appreciate what the Lord Jesus has done?  What we could not do or provide, He has done.  He has become poor that we by His poverty might be enriched (2 Cor.8:9).  He has supplied a lack: He stepped in and provided what was needed.  It is really a principle of Christianity that where there is a need, there is the wherewithal to supply it.  

The question is, can I help to supply what is needed?  It might not be an outwardly great thing; it is a simple matter and it is not beyond any one of us.  We have read of a sister, we have read of a young person, and we have read of a locality.  We could have read of households: there is no shortage of examples in scripture.  God Himself supplies what is needed.  In the first Epistle to the Corinthians, Paul writes that if there is a part of the body that is lacking in comeliness, God gives it more abundant honour (chap.12:24).  Think of that: God Himself does so.  And the great outcome of all of this is seen in the “woman of worth” in Proverbs 31.  “The heart of her husband confideth in her, and he shall have no lack of spoil”.  We are in a period when things need to be done.  There is something for each one of us to do, irrespective of where we are in our experience with God.  

There are needs to be met.  They might not be known by anyone except the Lord Jesus Himself, and you.  Often that will be the case – service that is done quietly and in an unassuming way that the Lord alone is aware of.  It is not that you see a need and you take it up because it brings any recognition to yourself: far from it.  Think of what the Lord Jesus did when He was here.  It says in the gospels that if all the things He had done were written down, not even the world itself would contain the books written (John 21:25).  The scriptures we have are very precious, but what the Lord Jesus did in His pathway here amongst men was much more extensive.  He was constantly working, meeting needs, doing what was required, bringing persons to blessing.  He does that still.

The scriptures we have read are encouraging.  You get some sense of the Lord’s approval of this woman when He turns to her and says to Simon, “Seest thou this woman?”  Think of what this meant to the Lord Jesus.  It was Simon who had invited Him in.  The Lord knew about this woman and He knew about Simon, and the woman took the opportunity.  That is a matter that enters into these scriptures as well: if the woman had not done what she did at this point, the opportunity would have passed, and it may not have presented itself again.  Sometimes there is a need to be met at a particular point in time, and if you do not do anything then the need may not be met or someone else may do it.  You may miss the benefit of meeting a need.  Think of the benefit to this woman: how would she have felt when the Lord turned to her and spoke to Simon?  She was not seeking a place, she did not say anything, but she heard these words conveying the Lord’s approval.  

There is a saying in the world that actions speak louder than words.  Here is a scripture that somewhat bears that out.  The Lord took account of what the woman did.  Her actions brought out opposition in Simon.  How cold and barren this scene would have been for the Lord had the woman not been there.  The Lord Jesus does not start with Simon’s faults.  He starts by speaking about everything that the woman had done.  Sometimes, speaking for myself, if I see a need I might complain and ask why the need arose, and why has it not been met already, rather than just accepting that there is something to be done that nobody needs to know about.  This woman was not looking for any recognition.  Her love for the Lord Jesus caused her to act in this way, and that is a great motive in seeking to do anything for the Lord.  He was her object.

Think of the movements of this woman, a woman in the city who was a sinner.  The Lord knew that, yet He appreciated what she was prepared to do for Him.  She overcame obstacles to minister to the Lord in this way, and she was helped in doing so.  The Lord appreciated it, and He drew attention in detail to what the woman had done and how He appreciated it: “she loved much”.  Think of the Lord’s words to her, and what they would mean to her: “she loved much”.  Elsewhere He says of another woman, “What she could she has done”, Mark 14:8.  I think that characterises everything that I am saying.  It is not beyond anyone to do what they can.  Great things are not being asked for, but if everyone does what they can, then things move forward and they move forward in power.  They also move forward with the Lord’s approval.

Nobody had asked this woman to do what she did – it flowed from her own heart, from her own love of the Lord Jesus and her appreciation of what He had done for her.  She took the place of a five hundred denarii debtor.  Are we prepared to take that place?  Are we among those to whom much has been forgiven, who therefore should love much?  I feel the edge of it myself, but there is no doubt that she was able to supply a need that was lacking, a need that Simon should have met.  It was in his house, and he had invited the Lord here, but he had not even washed His feet: the woman did that.  It was a great matter, and how He appreciated it.  Then she had her reward, not only in terms of what He said about her but in hearing His words, “Thy sins are forgiven”.  He saw her love for Him, and what her motives were; how He appreciated it.  He can see everything, as we were reminded in the reading.  He knows our hearts and motives, and He appreciates when things are done for Him.

The little boy in John 6 was not expecting that what he had brought with him was going to be used in this way.  Young persons can be helpful in providing what is needed.  Think of the colt tied – “the Lord has need of it”, Luke 19:31.  Young persons are here today, and the Lord has need of you as He had need of this boy.  The boy perhaps did not know very much about it.  Andrew knew that the boy was there and he knew what he had.  Andrew was, I suppose, a great person along with Philip in this incident, but what they had was not sufficient.  Indeed, they were not able to bring anything.  And then the Lord says things to Philip which are described as “trying him, for he knew what He was going to do”.  He was going to demonstrate that something in His hands could meet every need.  There were persons needing to be fed.  Everyone could see that what the little boy had was not sufficient, but in the hands of the Lord it was more than sufficient.  They took up what remained “and filled twelve hand-baskets full of fragments of the five barley loaves, which were over and above to those that had eaten” (v.13).  

In this situation, Philip and Andrew were persons who might have been expected to provide what was needed, because there was a lack.  Without faith, the five barley loaves and the two small fishes were not sufficient for so many but in the Lord’s hands there is what is sufficient.  We sang of that in our hymn:  

‘The manna and the springing well

      Suffice for every need.’     (Hymn 271)

Have you proved that, dear friend?  Have you proved in yourself that there is sufficiency in Christ to meet every need?

This little boy was the means of the multitude being fed.  The fact that he was there and he had provision available meant that under the Lord’s hand persons were fed and satisfied.  How great that is!  Sometimes it might be a question asked in a meeting, or it might not even be something that is said – it might simply be the fact that you are there.  By being present you may be an encouragement, and thus help what is mutual to flow among the brethren.  We appreciate that in our meetings together.  Not everyone can speak, but although sisters do not speak they contribute to what is in circulation among the saints, as do the children.  It is a great matter to take account of the feeding that takes place in an environment where the Lord is active and operating.  In this setting, He took the loaves and distributed to those that were set down.  As a result of this boy being available and providing what was lacking, everyone was fed and satisfied.  

The food supply is very important and maintaining it is vital.  We had in the reading as to the need for food so that we might not faint.  The food that we need is found in Christ.  Think of what the barley loaves would suggest to us about the Lord Jesus, and the way that He has become available to us, having come into this scene and then giving Himself for us.  These thoughts and feelings about Christ are to be in circulation, they should be spoken of freely among us, because they build up a constitution.  They help to feed people, to keep us strong and keep us engaged in the Lord’s things, which is a wonderful matter.  It is not beyond any one of us. 

There are others mentioned in Scripture who provided what was lacking in relation to food.  Gideon threshed wheat in the wine-press, an area which was unconducive to provision of this nature, but he worked there and he secured things from the Midianites (Judg.6:11).  There are those that would seek to interfere with the food supply and bring about a lack.  The actions and the availability of this young person meant that there was food and to spare.  May it be an encouragement to those that are younger to be involved in the Lord’s things and to seek to further what He is doing at any given point.

I was encouraged by these persons spoken of in Nehemiah.  The Tekoites are mentioned briefly in this fairly long and detailed chapter.  There is much teaching as to it which is worth looking into, including what the various gates mean, and the building that goes on.  There are a few things I want to draw out, but I recommend to all of us to read this chapter.  The different gates, and the broad wall, the old wall, are all suggestive of the testimony and what is taking place currently.  But the matter of repairing the wall is particularly important.  The wall was necessary to protect what was inside, and if persons had not worked then there would have been gaps in the wall, which would have made it difficult to defend.  The enemy could get in.  Those who worked at repairing the wall did so because they felt there was something to be protected, and so it is with us.  We have come to appreciate divine things that are precious, and they need to be protected.  If we are to come into the good of them, there has to be exercise on our part to understand them, and then we need to protect them.  These walls were protective.  Separation protects what is precious, and we need to be engaged in this work to build and to repair the wall.

There are many references in the chapter to “next to them”, “next to him” or “beside him”.  It indicates how important it is, that we work together and repair together, and put ourselves to the work.  It says of the Tekoites that they repaired “next to them”: “And next to them the Tekoites repaired; but their nobles put not their necks to the work of their Lord”.  You would normally expect the nobles to take more of a burden than the ordinary people.  But it is recorded that “they put not their necks to the work”.  But in the next reference in verse 27 it says, “After him the Tekoites repaired a second piece”.  It is as if the members of that family recognised that their nobles had not done what they should have done, and that there was still a need, a lack that needed to be filled up, so they repaired a second piece.  

There are four references in the chapter to persons or people who took up a second piece.  It suggests that those who did this were particularly exercised to do what was required to supply what otherwise would have been lacking.  It was inconceivable that the wall should have been left with four gaps.  But what would have happened had these persons not been sufficiently exercised and motivated to do what was needed to fill the gaps?  That comes down to us: young brethren, older ones, there is work to be done.  It may not be work of this nature, and I am not stating specifically what the work may entail.  It may be visiting people, keeping in touch with them; it may be something the Lord has in mind for you to do that only you know about.  Let us be exercised to do what God would have us do, and not leave it to others.  Perhaps you think there are others more able than you are.  Who of us does not think that?  In John 6, Andrew says, “what is it for so many?”  Who of us has not thought that?  Yet there is something that is laid on you, and if you take it up and seek help to do it, the Lord comes in for you. 

The Lord has something for you to do; perhaps He has something for you to do that He does not have in mind for anyone else.  Each of these scriptures suggests that there may have been others better able than those who did what was needed.  But the work needed to be done, and someone was available to do it.  That person could be you.  Perhaps it should be you or me.  May we be encouraged in taking that up, because when we think about gaps we are often reminded that there are ranks to be filled, which is a question for each one of us – ranks to be filled so there should not be any gaps.  There are persons who have been in the testimony and who are now no longer available.  Some are now with the Lord Jesus, and you feel that there is a gap.  It is not that you can replace such persons.  There are those with great experience and knowledge who are no longer available because the Lord has taken them.  There are persons of gift in the gospel who are no longer able to preach.  How do we feel about that?  In one sense they cannot be replaced, but young brother, are you prepared to put your hand to the plough and commit yourself to preach?  It is not that you can replace a brother of experience, but you can do your part to begin to fill a gap.  And if someone else is prepared to take up their part, we see the gap being filled.  If everyone is prepared to commit themselves to do a little more for the Lord, that is how the ranks are filled.  Individuals are not replaced exactly, but things continue in a measure of power because the Lord is involved in it.  That is a matter for each one of us and there is something for all to do, and the result will be that there is no lack of spoil.  There will not be any lack of spoil.  The Holy Spirit will see to that, but there is responsibility on us, and there is to be a desire on our part that the Lord should have no lack of spoil.

The “woman of worth” in Proverbs is working here in the scene of her husband’s absence.  He is known in the gates because of what can be taken account of in his wife, which is a wonderful thing.  She represents him, although it is more than that.  “The heart of her husband confideth in her, and he shall have no lack of spoil”.  There will be no lack.  The assembly will provide what Christ is looking for, and that is a great source of encouragement.  There is something for us all to do in order that what the Lord is looking for should be supplied.  We are in the dispensation of grace when resources are available to supply every need.  We were speaking in our reading on Thursday night about new covenant ministers (2 Cor.3), which involves the line of supply rather than demand.  The new covenant brings in liberty.  I think new covenant ministry would include what we supply in our spirits: think of the “supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ”, Phil.1:19.  If that is in operation, if that is in circulation, how could there be any lack?  We have One who, as we touched on in our hymn, has gone before us and He has not only shown us the way we are to be in this scene, but the way in which things are to be done.  Think of the Lord Jesus being represented here by what is true to Him, and we have our part in that.  

These thoughts have been feebly expressed, dear brethren, but I trust that every one in this room may be prepared to do what is required to supply what the Lord may indicate, and to be on this line of ensuring that the Lord has no lack of spoil.  He is worthy of it all.  Scripture records the words “This is David’s spoil”, 1 Sam.30:20.  There is great wealth accruing to Him.  He has bound the strong man, He has plundered his goods (Matt.12:29).  We are in a time when there is much which is for the heart of Christ and we can contribute to it.  What a privilege it is.  He has done everything for us.  May we be prepared to do more for Him.

For His name’s sake.
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Scripture references

Luke 7:36-47 (JND) [36] But one of the Pharisees begged him that he would eat with him. And entering into the house of the Pharisee he took his place at table; [37] and behold, a woman in the city, who was a sinner, and knew that he was sitting at meat in the house of the Pharisee, having taken an alabaster box of myrrh, [38] and standing at his feet behind [him] weeping, began to wash his feet with tears; and she wiped them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed [them] with the myrrh. [39] And the Pharisee who had invited him, seeing it, spoke with himself saying, This [person] if he were a prophet would have known who and what the woman is who touches him, for she is a sinner. [40] And Jesus answering said to him, Simon, I have somewhat to say to thee. And he says, Teacher, say [it]. [41] There were two debtors of a certain creditor: one owed five hundred denarii and the other fifty; [42] but as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them [their debt]: [say,] which of them therefore will love him most? [43] And Simon answering said, I suppose he to whom he forgave the most. And he said to him, Thou hast rightly judged. [44] And turning to the woman he said to Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet, but *she* has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair. [45] Thou gavest me not a kiss, but *she* from the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet. [46] My head with oil thou didst not anoint, but *she* has anointed my feet with myrrh. [47] For which cause I say to thee, Her many sins are forgiven; for she loved much; but he to whom little is forgiven loves little.

Luke 7:36-47 (JND) [36] But one of the Pharisees begged him that he would eat with him. And entering into the house of the Pharisee he took his place at table; [37] and behold, a woman in the city, who was a sinner, and knew that he was sitting at meat in the house of the Pharisee, having taken an alabaster box of myrrh, [38] and standing at his feet behind [him] weeping, began to wash his feet with tears; and she wiped them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed [them] with the myrrh. [39] And the Pharisee who had invited him, seeing it, spoke with himself saying, This [person] if he were a prophet would have known who and what the woman is who touches him, for she is a sinner. [40] And Jesus answering said to him, Simon, I have somewhat to say to thee. And he says, Teacher, say [it]. [41] There were two debtors of a certain creditor: one owed five hundred denarii and the other fifty; [42] but as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them [their debt]: [say,] which of them therefore will love him most? [43] And Simon answering said, I suppose he to whom he forgave the most. And he said to him, Thou hast rightly judged. [44] And turning to the woman he said to Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet, but *she* has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair. [45] Thou gavest me not a kiss, but *she* from the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet. [46] My head with oil thou didst not anoint, but *she* has anointed my feet with myrrh. [47] For which cause I say to thee, Her many sins are forgiven; for she loved much; but he to whom little is forgiven loves little.

John 6:5-9 (JND) [5] Jesus then, lifting up his eyes and seeing that a great crowd is coming to him, says to Philip, Whence shall we buy loaves that these may eat? [6] But this he said trying him, for he knew what he was going to do. [7] Philip answered him, Loaves for two hundred denarii are not sufficient for them, that each may have some little [portion]. [8] One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, says to him, [9] There is a little boy here who has five barley loaves and two small fishes; but this, what is it for so many?

John 6:5-9 (JND) [5] Jesus then, lifting up his eyes and seeing that a great crowd is coming to him, says to Philip, Whence shall we buy loaves that these may eat? [6] But this he said trying him, for he knew what he was going to do. [7] Philip answered him, Loaves for two hundred denarii are not sufficient for them, that each may have some little [portion]. [8] One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, says to him, [9] There is a little boy here who has five barley loaves and two small fishes; but this, what is it for so many?

Nehemiah 3:4-27 (JND) [4] And next to them repaired Meremoth the son of Urijah, the son of Koz. And next to them repaired Meshullam the son of Berechiah, the son of Meshezabeel. And next to them repaired Zadok the son of Baana. [5] And next to them the Tekoites repaired; but their nobles put not their necks to the work of their Lord. [6] And the gate of the old [wall] repaired Jehoiada the son of Paseah, and Meshullam the son of Besodiah; they laid its beams, and set up its doors, and its locks, and its bars. [7] And next to them repaired Melatiah the Gibeonite, and Jadon the Meronothite, the men of Gibeon and of Mizpah, to the seat of the governor on this side the river. [8] Next to them repaired Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, of the goldsmiths; and next to him repaired Hananiah of the perfumers, and they left Jerusalem [in its state] as far as the broad wall. [9] And next to them repaired Rephaiah the son of Hur, the ruler of the half part of Jerusalem. [10] And next to them repaired Jedaiah the son of Harumaph, even over against his house. And next to him repaired Hattush the son of Hashabniah. [11] Malchijah the son of Harim and Hasshub the son of Pahath-Moab repaired a second piece, and the tower of the furnaces. [12] And next to them repaired Shallum the son of Hallohesh, the ruler of the half part of Jerusalem, he and his daughters. [13] The valley-gate repaired Hanun, and the inhabitants of Zanoah; they built it, and set up its doors, its locks and its bars, and a thousand cubits of the wall as far as the dung-gate. [14] And the dung-gate repaired Malchijah the son of Rechab, the chief of the district of Beth-haccerem; he built it, and set up its doors, its locks and its bars. [15] And the fountain-gate repaired Shallun the son of Colhozeh, the chief of the district of Mizpah; he built it, and covered it, and set up its doors, its locks and its bars, and the wall of the pool of Shelah by the king's garden, and to the stairs that go down from the city of David. …

Proverbs 31:10-11 (JND) [10] Who can find a woman of worth? for her price is far above rubies. [11] The heart of her husband confideth in her, and he shall have no lack of spoil.

1 Corinthians 16:17 (JND) [17] But I rejoice in the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus; because *they* have supplied what was lacking on your part.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

2 Corinthians 8:9 (JND) [9] For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that *ye* by *his* poverty might be enriched.

Proverbs 31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. …

John 21:25 (JND) [25] And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which if they were written one by one, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the books written.

Mark 14:8 (JND) [8] What *she* could she has done. She has beforehand anointed my body for the burial.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Luke 19:31 (JND) [31] And if any one ask you, Why do ye loose [it]? thus shall ye say to him, Because the Lord has need of it.

Judges 6:11 (JND) [11] And an angel of Jehovah came and sat under the terebinth that was in Ophrah, that [belonged] to Joash the Abi-ezrite. And his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, to secure [it] from the Midianites.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

2 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or do we need, as some, commendatory letters to you, or [commendatory] from you? [2] *Ye* are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men, [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart. …

Philippians 1:19 (JND) [19] for I know that this shall turn out for me to salvation, through your supplication and [the] supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ;

1 Samuel 30:20 (JND) [20] And David took all the flocks and the herds, [which] they drove before the other cattle, and said, This is David's spoil.

Matthew 12:29 (JND) [29] Or how can any one enter into the house of the strong [man] and plunder his goods, unless first he bind the strong [man]? and then he will plunder his house.



THE CROSS OF CHRIST

 

… there is nothing like the cross. … In a word, would I know what sin is?  I look there; righteousness?  I look there; hatred without a cause?  I look there; love without bounds?  I look there; judgment and condemnation of sin?  I look there; deliverance and peace?  I look there; divine wrath against evil?  I look there; perfect divine favour and delight in what infinitely glorified God?  I look there.  Weakness and death, though willingly bowing under it, it is there; strength, divine strength, which has met and removed evil, it is there; peace and wrath, it is there also: the world under Satan's power rising up, to get finally rid of a God of love; and God, by this very act, delivering the world and making peace by the blood of His own Son.  As it is said, “That through death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage”, Heb.2:14,15.  As I have said, good and evil in all their extremes and forms meet there for the triumph of love in once suffering the evil, that good may have its full force.

Do you ask, reader, Why then are we in such a world still?  I will tell you.  Scripture tells us, God in grace is still leading souls to profit by and enjoy this.  It is a world of misery, and sorrow, and oppression.  Did God interfere to change it, He must come in judgement and close the time of mercy; and that He does not do, while yet any have ears to hear.  He allows, therefore, the evil which He will judge, to go on meanwhile.  And we, though we may thus have to suffer awhile in the world, ought in this sense to rejoice that it is yet allowed; because it is still a time of mercy extended to others.  The end will be everlasting joy in a much better world.  Christ is gone to prepare a place for us, and He will come again and take us to Himself, that where He is, there we may be also.  Thus Peter says, “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness, but is longsuffering to usward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance”, 2 Pet.3:9.

Finally, my reader, you may not have, in peace of soul, been able to contemplate all the glory of the cross.  You have a blessed portion yet before you; but remember, it is presented to you just as you are, for your need in all the grace of it towards a poor sinner.  It meets you in your sins, if it infinitely glorifies God.  A Jesus dying on the cross for the vilest meets the wants and burdens of the vilest – comes home through grace to his heart.  If his sins are a burden to him, he may see Christ bearing them, that he may be free and have peace.  "God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life", John 3:16.  "And by Him, all that believe are justified from all things", Acts 13:39.  Were his "sins as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow", Isa.1:18.  If you are heavy laden, come to Him who came in love to give you rest, and has died in love for you.

The Lord’s peace be with you, dear reader – whoever you may be.  May you be washed in that blood which cleanses from all sin, and the Lord will preserve you for His heavenly kingdom.
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Scripture references

Hebrews 2:14-15 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil; [15] and might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage.

2 Peter 3:9 (JND) [9] [The] Lord does not delay his promise, as some account of delay, but is longsuffering towards you, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Acts 13:39 (JND) [39] and from all things from which ye could not be justified in the law of Moses, in him every one that believes is justified.

Isaiah 1:18 (JND) [18] Come now, let us reason together, saith Jehovah: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.
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