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FAITHFULNESS

T. E. Druckenmiller 

Ecclesiastes 9: 13–18 

One would like, beloved brethren, to draw attention to the poor wise man that we read of in this section, encouraged to do so by the hymn we have just sung, ‘The Father’s throne by Him is shared’ (No. 350). One would draw attention to the features of Christ that are to be seen in the saints, and one of the distinctive features that I believe the Lord would draw attention to at the present time is faithfulness. We remember the word in Revelation 3, in the address to the assembly at Laodicea, which says, “These things says the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God” (Revelation 3: 14); and the word to the overcomer is, “to him will I give to sit with me in my throne; as I also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne” (verse 21). I think the place that the Lord has in the Father’s throne would draw out our hearts to the attractiveness of that place of stability. One of the things that is very attractive to us as we view the work of God in various places, amongst the dear brethren, is the feature of faithfulness in the face of all kinds of difficulties. In the section we have read there is a peculiar kind of difficulty that is drawn attention to in this “little city”. In a good many localities amongst the beloved people of God there is this feature of the little city and it is very precious in the sight of heaven. It might be that there are only one or two brethren in a place, nevertheless, what is delightful to the Lord is the expression in the city of certain features of the assembly, features that are pleasing to the heart of Christ. 

One would desire to say a word of encouragement to every individual, brothers and sisters and young people. Think of yourself as available to the Lord in view of the expression of faithfulness at the present time. Paul appeals to Timothy to entrust things to faithful men (2 

Timothy 2: 2). Faithful men and faithful women are persons who are faithful to the Lord in times of difficulty. So it says in this section that, found in this city, was “a poor wise man”. It peculiarly speaks of Christ, but I believe we would take it up in faithfulness as bearing upon every individual who is available to express features of Christ in view of the deliverance of the local assembly, in view of the preservation of conditions of love and joy and peace. It is said that this poor wise man “by his wisdom delivered the city”; then it says, “but no man remembered that poor man”. 

Now, I think, dear brethren, there are many who have delivered the city. One would encourage every one, brothers and sisters and young people, to take the poor wise man’s position, and go on in faithfulness and love for Christ, drawing on the resources of divine love in nearness to the Father, and nearness to the Lord and the Holy Spirit. As we do so there is an inward joy as having a secret with God. Commit yourself to the local assembly and be prepared in faithful love to serve acceptably to the heart of Christ. 

It says in Ecclesiastes 9: 17 that “The words of the wise are heard in quiet”. I believe something of that is here tonight; we sit here in quietness, we wait on one another, and our desire is that the Lord might speak through one and another, and He would speak with a view to the encouragement and strengthening of our hearts to be committed, furthering love 

and faithfulness in the local assembly. Oh that every local assembly might represent the preciousness of the assembly in the sight of Christ; He would look for that in every locality. 

One would wish for each one to be available, committed in faithfulness in the local assembly. 

In Corinthians Paul refers to two such persons, he speaks of the house of Chloe (1 

Corinthians 1: 11), and the house of Stephanas (1 Corinthians 16: 15) two faithful brethren with their households. Oh what value they have in the sight of heaven! How precious it is to see what is delightful to the heart of Christ maintained in the local assembly by every saint. 

In closing, there is the solemn word at the end of the chapter, that is, “But one sinner destroyeth much good”. Now I would like to stress the “poor wise man”; it is available for each of us to be one such person to maintain the truth; but then there is the solemn warning that where one does not maintain the divine standard of the truth it hinders and spoils the work of God. When we look back over history it is sad to see where one sinner has destroyed much good. But let us think, beloved brethren, positively of individuals where faithfulness has been maintained. It is to the glory of God that the truth has been maintained in conflict. 

May we be strengthened to commit our hearts to this aspect of faithfulness in view of the continuance of the testimony until the coming of the Lord, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Gothenburg, Sweden
4 August 1987 

 


Scripture references

Ecclesiastes 9:13-18 (JND) [13] This also have I seen as wisdom under the sun, and it was great unto me. [14] There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and encompassed it, and built great bulwarks against it: [15] and there was found in it a poor wise man, who by his wisdom delivered the city; but no man remembered that poor man. [16] Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength; but the poor man's wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard. [17] The words of the wise are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools. [18] Wisdom is better than weapons of war; but one sinner destroyeth much good.

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

Revelation 3:14 (JND) [14] And to the angel of the assembly in Laodicea write: These things says the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God:

Ecclesiastes 9:17 (JND) [17] The words of the wise are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools.

1 Corinthians 16:15 (JND) [15] But I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the first-fruits of Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the saints for service,)



THE SPIRIT OF JUDGMENT

P. Martin 

1 Corinthians 6: 2, 3 

I desire to say a word, dear brethren, as to the spirit of judgment. Reference was made in prayer last night to the need for the spirit of judgment among the saints. Paul, in writing to the Corinthians, was showing them that the saints are to have a judgment of every matter. The epistle begins that way; chapter 1 refers to the cross, where God’s judgment as to every matter was manifested. We need constantly to come back to the cross of Christ—the cross of our Lord Jesus and to take our bearings from it. Reference was made to it in the preaching on Lord’s day. Paul could speak of the cross, “through which the world is crucified to me, and I to the world”, Galatians 6: 14. It is a great landmark for the believer to take his bearings from, for every moral matter was assessed and judged in perfection at the cross. 

But then Paul does not stop there in this first epistle; he goes on later (and we might wonder that he should say it to the saints at Corinth), “Do ye judge what I say” (1 Corinthians 10: 15). 

They were to have a judgment of what Paul said. And that often tests us, dear brethren, as to whether we have the ability to judge in relation to matters that arise among us. Paul was awakening that spirit amongst the Corinthians. 

These verses came to mind as our brother was speaking—he referred to delegated judgment, and here Paul says, “the saints shall judge the world”. You might say, We are just a small company here. And yet Paul would say, Well, however small we feel ourselves to be—and may we never cease to feel 

small—“the saints shall judge the world”. That is a wonderful thing. And then he goes on to say, “Do ye not know that we shall judge angels?”—these heavenly beings, who are sent out as ministers on account of those who shall inherit salvation (Hebrews 1: 14). Yes, the saints shall judge angels. We may wonder why he should say this but I think it is to awaken with the saints at Corinth, and also with us, the need for the spirit of judgment now. We shall later take up our part in administration in the heavenly city, with Christ in His universal dominion. 

What a day that will be! 

So Paul goes on to say that if the saints are to judge angels then matters that come up in our day-to-day life are to be faced in the spirit of judgment by us. And that, dear brethren, is really one’s burden, that we might take on the spirit of judgment in our day-to-day walk. It has often been said as to one who helped us, that he had a judgment of everybody he met, and maybe we should have. It is not that we would speak of it, but the saints are to have a judgment of every matter that comes up in their pathways, and thus we shall not be tossed around by the judgment of others, or by the winds that blow—often contrary—in the path of the testimony. The Lord, I think, would establish us, that we might have our own judgment formed in the presence of Christ. 

I have been thinking in that regard of Samuel. It says that he judged Israel. It was a difficult time and we might wonder where the spirit of judgment developed with Samuel. It developed, I think, firstly through the valuation of the word of God. He arose at a time when a vision was not frequent; there was not much light in Samuel’s day; but he arose at that time, and he valued the word of God. That is one of the things that will form us most in our judgment—we must always be 

regulated by the word of God. How necessary it is! He was a prophet, and not only a prophet, but a seer, for it says, “for he that is now called a Prophet was in former time called a Seer “, 1 Samuel 9: 9. Saul came to him and asked him at the gate of the city if he could see the seer. 

And Samuel said, “I am the seer” (1 Samuel 9: 19). Dear brethren, it is a wonderful thing to be able to see what the Lord is doing at the present moment. We may often see the side of what man has done, but can we see also what the Lord is doing? How necessary that is. I believe the more we value the living word of the Lord the more we shall be conscious of what He Himself is doing. Mr. Gardiner used to remind us that the movements of the Lord are discerned through the ministry which He gives. Can we see what the Lord is doing at the present moment? I often have to ask myself that question. I think Samuel could. He had to be adjusted. How often we need adjustment, and we shall need it all the time we are here, but I believe adjustment will come as we make way for the living character of the word of God. 

Samuel had a circuit, as we will recall, and one place on his circuit was Gilgal (see 1 Samuel 7: 16, 17). We need to keep near to Gilgal, if our judgment is to be maintained rightly, for if the flesh is operating in me my judgment of matters will not be clear; I may emphasize one side at the expense of another; but in returning to Gilgal my judgment will be clear and balanced. 

Also on Samuel’s circuit was Ramah, to which he returned, for there he had his house and, dear brethren, we need to get back to our house for there the truth is to be worked out in us. It involves being alone with God—going into our closet and shutting our door, being apart from every other influence to come under divine influence and thus be formed rightly in our judgment. All this is 

involved in Ramah where the truth is not just held mentally but is worked out in our lives and circumstances in our own knowledge of God. 

Well, may the Lord help us that we may be formed by the truth and that thus there may be in our local companies persons who are able to judge as to any matter that may arise. May the Lord bless the word. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Helston
4 August 1987 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 6:2-3 (JND) [2] Do ye not then know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world is judged by you, are ye unworthy of [the] smallest judgments? [3] Do ye not know that we shall judge angels? and not then matters of this life?

Galatians 6:14 (JND) [14] But far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom [the] world is crucified to me, and I to the world.

1 Corinthians 10:15 (JND) [15] I speak as to intelligent [persons]: do *ye* judge what I say.

Hebrews 1:14 (JND) [14] Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out for service on account of those who shall inherit salvation?

1 Samuel 9:9 (JND) [9] (In former time in Israel, when a man went to ask counsel of God, he said, Come and let us go to the seer; for he that is now called a Prophet was in former time called a Seer.)

1 Samuel 9:19 (JND) [19] And Samuel answered Saul and said, I am the seer: go up before me to the high place, and ye shall eat with me to-day; and to-morrow I will let thee go, and will tell thee all that is in thy heart.

1 Samuel 7:16-17 (JND) [16] And he went from year to year in circuit to Bethel, and Gilgal, and Mizpah, and judged Israel in all those places. [17] And his return was to Ramah; for there was his house, and there he judged Israel; and there he built an altar to Jehovah.



THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF GOD AND OF CHRIST

J. N. Darby 

I am not aware that this expression, “the judgment-seat of God” or “the judgment-seat of Christ”, is found anywhere else than in Romans 14: 10 and 2 Corinthians 5: 10; in the first of these two passages with a view to prevent individual judgment; in the second with a view to provoke to do good. The subject in itself is one of the most solemn and at the same time most blessed, and this so much the more as we understand it rightly, believe that each act of our lives will be manifested then before the tribunal, according as the grace of God and His ways with us in connection with our own acts will be known then. 

We read (Romans 14) that “every one of us shall give account of himself to God”; and the word, in this passage, mentions the tribunal in connection with the exhortation to brethren not to judge one another in respect of days, meats, or any other such thing. I am disposed to think that the acts alone will be subject to manifestation; but all 

the private acts of our life depend so intimately upon our inward feelings, that it is, in a certain sense, difficult to distinguish the acts from the simple thoughts. The acts manifest the power of the thought or of the feeling. 

I believe that the whole of our acts will be detailed there, before the judgment-seat, not for us, however, as if we were in the flesh, and thus to our condemnation, but to make evident to our own eyes the grace that occupied itself with us—regenerate or unregenerate. In the counsels of God I am elect before the foundation of the world; hence I think that my own history will be detailed before the judgment-seat, and, parallel with it, the history of the grace and of the mercy of God toward me. The why and the how we did this or that, will be manifested then. 

For us the scene will be declarative not judicial. We are not in the flesh before God; in His eyes by His grace we are dead. 

But then, if we have walked according to the flesh, we must see how we lost in blessing thereby, and what loss we have incurred; and, on the other hand, the ways of God towards us, all ways of wisdom, of mercy, and of grace, will be perfectly known and understood by us for the first time. The history of each one will come out in perfect transparency; it will be seen how you yielded and how He preserved you; how your foot slipped and how He raised you up again; how you were drawing near danger and shame, and how He by His own arm interposed. 

I believe this is the bride making herself ready, and I consider that moment as a wondrous one. There will be no flesh then to be condemned; but the new nature will enter into the full knowledge of the care and of the love, which, in true holiness, 

and in righteousness, and even in grace, have followed us step by step all through the running of the race. Some parts of our life, till then entirely unexplained, will be fully disclosed and become altogether plain; some tendencies of our nature, that perhaps we do not judge to be so pernicious and deadly as they are, and for the mortification of which we are perhaps now subjected to a discipline that we may not have interpreted aright, will be then perfectly explained; and, what is more, the very falls that plunge us now into such bitter anguish will be seen then to be that which God used to preserve us from something more terrible. 

I do not think that until then we shall ever have had a full knowledge of the badness of our flesh. How blessed for us to know that then it will be not only all over with the flesh in the counsel of God, but that the flesh will no longer be attached to us. 

On the other side, I doubt not, the manifestation of God’s grace toward us individually will be so magnificent that even the sense of the perversity of the flesh that we had, if it could possibly enter there, would be excluded by the greatness of the sense of divine goodness. 

Why do we not deny and mortify the flesh when we think of that hour? The Lord grant that we may do so more and more to the glory of His grace. This great subject of the judgment-seat brings the soul to a very full knowledge of our individual standing. 

 


Scripture references

Romans 14:10 (JND) [10] But thou, why judgest thou thy brother? or again, thou, why dost thou make little of thy brother? for we shall all be placed before the judgment-seat of God.

2 Corinthians 5:10 (JND) [10] For we must all be manifested before the judgment-seat of the Christ, that each may receive the things [done] in the body, according to those he has done, whether [it be] good or evil.

Romans 14 (JND) [1] Now him that is weak in the faith receive, not to [the] determining of questions of reasoning. [2] One man is assured that he may eat all things; but the weak eats herbs. [3] Let not him that eats make little of him that eats not; and let not him that eats not judge him that eats: for God has received him. …



THRESHING-FLOORS

J. Wright 

Luke 3: 15–17; 2 Samuel 6: 6–8; 1 Chronicles 21: 18–27; Jeremiah 15: 19 

I have in mind, beloved brethren, to say something about threshing-floors. I realize that it is a very exercising matter because a threshing-floor is a place where there is severity. It has in mind the securing of what is positive. If there was not what was positive in view there would not be a threshing-floor; that is obvious, because it is the separating of the good from the vile, or the good from the worthless. If there was not the good there, there would not be any point in having a threshing-floor. 

What I want to speak of in Luke’s gospel is that the Lord Himself has a threshing-floor. It is spoken of as His threshing-floor, and it is something He has today; it is something that relates to this present dispensation; it is not here what is future, it is what is present and it must involve what is judicial. The Lord is going to take up what is judicial in a coming day. 

Judgment is committed to Him because He is the Son of man. This is a feature of the Lord’s glory; it is glorious that He acts in this way, He acts in a judicial way, and His glory shines in it. In a day to come when He comes forth judicially His glory will be seen, His majesty. We need to think of the Lord Jesus in the many glories that belong to Him, and this is one of His glories, that He can act judicially in judgment, and His judgment is absolutely fair. No one can act as He acts in that sense, He is absolutely just. He is the Son of man and He has feelings and affections for men. 

Well, this is John the baptist speaking and he is referring to what is coming in in Christ. John the baptist in both Matthew’s gospel and in this gospel refers to the Lord’s threshing-floor. 

You can understand it perhaps more easily in Matthew, because there is a certain severity marking that gospel. It is not without love, beloved brethren, it is because He loves that He has this threshing-floor. But it also comes in Luke’s gospel which speaks to us of the grace of the Lord Jesus. Paul says to the Corinthians, “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that ye by his poverty might be enriched”, 2 Corinthians 8: 9. We see in this gospel the way the Lord Jesus became poor, and His grace; it is because of His grace that He became poor that others might be enriched with the true knowledge of God. So John speaks “I indeed baptise you with water, but the mightier than I is coming”. I am affected by that word, “the mightier than I is coming”. John acted in power, there was power in his ministry. God used him to bring about repentance in persons; there were persons who came to be baptised by John, and they were repentant. 

What power there was in his ministry, but he says, “but the mightier than I is coming”. The 

“mightier”, the Lord Jesus is that. He is the mighty One; how mighty He is, how strong He is! 

Paul says, “Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?”, 1 Corinthians 10: 22. Of course, He has power to execute judgment in the day to come, but He has power now, power to effect things in persons. He subdues persons through His grace. He subdued Saul of Tarsus; what power the Lord has! How mighty He is! He has power to bring in salvation, power to bring in blessing. But if that is to be so it is power that brings persons 

down; He does it in His grace. So John says, “but the mightier than I is coming, the thong of whose sandals I am not fit to unloose”. Beloved brethren, in any service we need to have the greatness of Christ before us, the One who supersedes everything and everyone else. Then he says, “he shall baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire”. What a blessed thing that is! The Lord Jesus is the One who baptises with the Holy Spirit. How positive that is, how blessed it is; God’s gift of the Holy Spirit. It says in the Acts 2: 33, “he has poured out this”. How liberal God is! Baptism with the Holy Spirit, we know, took place at Pentecost, but every believer as receiving the Holy Spirit is in that sense baptised, baptised by one Spirit into one body. It is not here a question of water baptism, it is a question of what we are brought into—

baptised by one Spirit into one body. How blessed it is to have part in that! to find our place in the one body. 

But it is also with fire, involving the conditions, the terms, on which the Holy Spirit has come, “he shall baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire”. There is that element, you see, that judicial element, that separates the precious from the vile; it needs to be maintained in our souls. It is what the Lord has done, He has baptised His own with the Holy Spirit and fire, and that continues, beloved brethren, in the present dispensation. It says, “whose winnowing-fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his threshing-floor”—“his winnowing-fan”; that may not be so severe as threshing, it may be more gentle; it is the way the Lord may speak to us. How gentle He is, how gracious, but how powerful. Let us hear the Lord’s voice, hear Him speak to us. A brother referred to ministry, how we need to be kept in a sense that the Lord is speaking; how we need to make room for Him to speak. His winnowing-fan is in His hand “and he will thoroughly purge his threshing-floor”. He will thoroughly do it. 

Now, beloved brethren, it is where we are today; we are in His threshing-floor; we are in the Lord’s threshing-floor, and He is thoroughly purging it. He is doing it. Oh yes, and He is doing it in love. It is that what is good, what is precious, might be secured and separated from what is worthless. This may apply, of course, to persons, persons who are in the profession but not real, persons who are mere professors. They will not be gathered into the Lord’s garner, but persons who are real will. Soon, beloved brethren, the wheat is going to be gathered into His garner. How precious that is! All that is of Himself in the saints, every one who belongs to Him, and all that is of Himself will be gathered. There will be nothing then which is worthless, nothing at all; how precious that is. All will be like the Lord, all round Him then, no shade of variation. The Lord is going to secure that result, He is going to secure that result for Himself. But in the present time we are in His threshing-floor; He may speak to us; He will speak to us of His discipline. We are conscious, beloved brethren, that the Lord’s hand is upon us in that way, in discipline, but it is love lying behind it. He has the most blessed things, He has the most positive things in His heart and in His mind, that the wheat might be gathered into His garner. So that process is to go on; you know the Lord is doing it; it is to go on in us; the separating of the precious from the vile; the good from the worthless, and the Lord is doing it with us. Let us recognize His hand, recognize His love, that He is doing it in view of the wheat being gathered into His garner. 

Now I want to speak of some persons who had threshing-floors. David, in his history, had to 

do with these threshing-floors; they were among God’s people; there were some there who had threshing-floors. There were persons who were themselves maintaining this exercise of separating the precious from the vile. One of them is Nachon. Nachon had a threshing-floor. I do not know much about Nachon but at least he had a threshing-floor. It is evident that Abinadab did not have one. The exercise of separating the previous from the vile was not going on in his house although he had the ark there. Think of the privilege, but the responsibility, of having the ark there; it was there a long time in his house; it does not appear that he got any gain from it; there was no exercise about conditions that were suited to the ark. It has been suggested that it might have been left in a corner and got dusty perhaps, just neglected. Well, David has right desires but there are some elements here that are not right. 

Of Uzzah, it says, “God smote him there for his error”. God smote him because of his error in reaching out; “Uzzah reached after the ark of God, and took hold of it”; that was his error, and God was severe with him because of it. God was thinking of right conditions for the ark; right conditions among His people. I suppose David’s failures are mentioned more severely in Samuel than they are in Chronicles, but it bears on the state of the people; the book of Samuel bears on the state of the people. God is thinking of that. David is thinking of the ark, he has right desires that it might come into a suitable condition, but David’s methods are not right; he is resorting to the military men; what is military is right in its place, but then there is what is priestly. David was overlooking that; the Levites should carry the ark. This new cart would make things a bit easier perhaps, to carry the ark on a new cart. This was an innovation, it was not according to the due order. 

Well, when it comes to the threshing-floor of Nachon, it says, “And when they came to Nachon’s threshing-floor, Uzzah reached after the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen had stumbled”. There seems to be with this threshing-floor of Nachon a check on things, things come to this point where there is a threshing-floor and God says they cannot proceed any further in this line. What is right is not being done, the separating of the precious from the vile was in this household; evidently it was going on, and it could not proceed any further, and there was a check on the wrong line. What a disaster it would have been if this had continued. Would there have been the due order in the service of God? Would there have been what came out under David in the service of God? Would it have proceeded? It could not proceed on this line, on this Philistine line, the mind of man, it can only proceed on a spiritual line, what is spiritual. So there is a check. David is indignant with God to think that God should do it. 

Well, we know that David reflected on things, and he comes to God’s thoughts. How good it is to reflect on things. We may at times feel indignant you know, but there is the knowledge that cometh of reflection, the wisdom that comes that way, and David got the gain of it. 

Now in Chronicles we get another situation. David had been helped, and God was helping His people. David had been helped earlier on the line of sonship. How great God’s thoughts are for His people on the line of sonship. This point of view here in Chronicles is what the saints are to God, the inheritance He has in the saints. Here it is not so much the state of the people, but what the saints are to God, and Satan will seek to rob God of it; he would seek to rob God of His inheritance 

in the saints if he could. So that David is moved by Satan to number the people. There is some pride there you see; you have been helped; and how easily pride comes in if there is help. God was using David, but then Satan moved him to number the people. How solemn that is, how it affected God’s people. You think of the effect it had on God’s people. Think of the plague that came upon God’s people. Satan was behind it to rob God of His inheritance in the saints. 

But David is now moving on the line of recovery, and he is recovered. The true David comes to light. He speaks of “these sheep”; what have they done? The true David comes to light and he is on the line of recovery, and “the angel of Jehovah commanded Gad to say to David ...” 

How David appreciated the prophet. One thing about David was that he never dismissed the prophets; he never locked them up, or shut their mouths, however much he had to be adjusted by them; he respected the prophets and the prophetic word as it came from God. How much we need it! However much it may adjust us—and we all need adjustment at times; there are none of us that do not need adjustment—these exercises are to help us all; we are all to go through these things. It is not a question of putting the blame on somebody else; David does not do that; he accepts full responsibility for it. As exercises come, as they may be prolonged, God is saying something to us; we are going through the Lord’s threshing-floor in that sense; we are there, beloved brethren, but it is in view of a positive result. 

What a positive result came out of this exercise! So Gad tells David to “go up and rear an altar to Jehovah in the threshing-floor of Oman the Jebusite”. This man had four sons and they were threshing wheat. What a good occupation! They 

may have been timid, but they were doing right work and useful work in threshing the wheat. 

Ornan was prepared to give the threshing-floor and the oxen and everything to David. What a man he was! David says, No; he was going to pay for it, pay the full price. You see there is what comes to us in the gospel which is without money, without price. How free, beloved brethren, God is, how liberal He is, how rich He is. All that has come to us without cost; it has cost Christ much, of course; what it has cost Christ! What has come to us in the gospel reaches us so freely, but what it has cost Christ! What it has cost God that it has come to us freely. Then if we are to make progress in divine things it will cost us something. “Buy the truth, and sell it not”, Proverbs 23: 23. It will cost us something. It cost David something, but he is moving here on the line of recovery. So he pays the full price for this threshing-floor; what a valuable thing it was, this threshing-floor; how God valued it. God saw it was there and He knew the value of it; it was there among God’s people. Perhaps David would not have known about it unless God had drawn attention to it, but it was there in this household, and Ornan’s sons were employed in it. 

Well, the positive result is that David is able to speak of this as being the house of Jehovah. 

You say there is no building there yet. No, there is no building, but there it was. And, beloved brethren, the saints are God’s house, and where this feature is seen, the feature of separating the precious from the vile, the good from the worthless, the features that are proper to God’s house are seen, they come out. Well, it was to be the altar of burnt-offering. God’s acceptance of His people is in Christ, it is in the burnt-offering. So David is rising now, you see, he is rising in his soul, he does not go back to 

Gibeon which may represent the old system, he does not go back there, but he is rising in his soul, and God is being enriched. God has in mind in these exercises, in the severity of them, that there might be a great knowledge of Himself, that He might thus be enriched. If God is not being enriched, if we have not got a greater knowledge of God, a greater appreciation of God, what have we got as a result of these severe exercises? But there is a positive result; you see in the following chapter the wealth there was, the wealth for the service of God and for the house of God. O, beloved brethren, God has in mind, and the Lord has in mind, that the saints might be enriched through these things. But it does mean that this process is to go on. 

Enrichment will not come without the feature of a threshing-floor. I do not think it will come unless we have it, and maintain it and secure it for ourselves at cost. So God’s thoughts go on in regard of His people; there is progress here and God is enriched. 

Well, I just want to refer to Jeremiah. We may say the Lord is to do things, and He does do things. The Lord is to have control of His threshing-floor and He will have, but then, beloved brethren, we are not just to leave things to the Lord. The Lord is looking for this feature in us, in each one of us. Jeremiah was a great prophet, a prophet whom God used, but he was not up to things in this chapter as he should have been; he was saying things about God and you wonder why he said them. It shows how we can droop, the way we can get away and say things. But he is recovered. “Thus saith Jehovah; If thou return, then will I bring thee again”. 

“If thou return”—what a thing it is to be recovered! I think the most effective persons, the most effective servants, are those who know what it is to be recovered, truly recovered. “Thus saith Jehovah; If thou return, 

then will I bring thee again, thou shalt stand before me”. O, beloved brethren, the solemnity of this, but the preciousness of it, standing before God. You would stand before God; Jeremiah would be available to be sent as standing before God; he would know what God’s presence was. We cannot attempt to go unless we know what it is to stand before God. He was to stand before God; no doubt he would serve God, but he was available. 

It says, “thou shalt stand before me; and if thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth”. If Jeremiah did that, then he would be as God’s mouth. What a thing that is; I feel the exercise of that, to be as God’s mouth. Can I be that? It is as this exercise is taken on, the separating, “if thou take forth the precious from the vile”. What is in mind is the precious, it is to be taken from the vile. O, beloved brethren, this separation is to go on inwardly with us. The exercise of Romans 7 has that in mind, but then we are also to keep separate, we are to be persons marked by separation, inwardly and outwardly. Separate from the world and separate from vessels to dishonour. If we mix with persons socially, vessels to dishonour, we are not doing what God says to Jeremiah here—“if thou take forth the precious from the vile”—the precious! O, beloved brethren, there is what is precious in God’s sight. 

The saints are precious in His sight. The work of God in His own is precious to Him; how He values it—“If thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth. Let them return unto thee; but return not thou unto them”. Well, that is all I have to say. We can see that the Lord has this threshing-floor, but then this feature is to be found among us, beloved brethren, that things might move according to God. May it be so, in His name. 

Address at Croydon
30 May 1987 

 


Scripture references

Luke 3:15-17 (JND) [15] But as the people were in expectation, and all were reasoning in their hearts concerning John whether *he* might be the Christ, [16] John answered all, saying, *I* indeed baptise you with water, but the mightier than I is coming, the thong of whose sandals I am not fit to unloose; *he* shall baptise you with [the] Holy Spirit and fire; [17] whose winnowing-fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his threshing-floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner, but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.

2 Samuel 6:6-8 (JND) [6] And when they came to Nachon's threshing-floor, Uzzah reached after the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen had stumbled. [7] And the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God. [8] And David was indignant, because Jehovah had made a breach upon Uzzah; and he called that place Perez-Uzzah to this day.

1 Chronicles 21:18-27 (JND) [18] And the angel of Jehovah commanded Gad to say to David, that David should go up and rear an altar to Jehovah in the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite. [19] And David went up at the saying of Gad, which he had spoken in the name of Jehovah. [20] And Ornan turned back and saw the angel; and his four sons with him hid themselves. Now Ornan was threshing wheat. [21] And David came to Ornan, and Ornan looked and saw David, and went out of the threshing-floor, and bowed himself to David with [his] face to the ground. [22] And David said to Ornan, Grant me the place of the threshing-floor, that I may build an altar in it to Jehovah: grant it to me for the full money, that the plague may be stayed from the people. [23] And Ornan said to David, Take it to thee, and let my lord the king do that which is good in his sight: see, I give the oxen for the burnt-offering, and the threshing-sledges for wood, and the wheat for the oblation; I give it all. [24] And king David said to Ornan, No; but I will in any case buy [them] for the full money; for I will not take that which is thine for Jehovah, to offer up a burnt-offering without cost. [25] And David gave to Ornan for the place in shekels of gold the weight of six hundred [shekels]. [26] And David built there an altar to Jehovah, and offered up burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, and called upon Jehovah; and he answered him from the heavens by fire upon the altar of burnt-offering. [27] And Jehovah spoke to the angel; and he put up his sword again into its sheath.

Jeremiah 15:19 (JND) [19] Therefore thus saith Jehovah: If thou return, then will I bring thee again, thou shalt stand before me; and if thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth. Let them return unto thee; but return not thou unto them.

2 Corinthians 8:9 (JND) [9] For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that *ye* by *his* poverty might be enriched.

1 Corinthians 10:22 (JND) [22] Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?

Acts 2:33 (JND) [33] Having therefore been exalted by the right hand of God, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this which *ye* behold and hear.

Proverbs 23:23 (JND) [23] Buy the truth, and sell it not; wisdom, and instruction, and intelligence.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …



COMMITTAL

C. A. Coates 

Jesus Christ has died for me, 

For me a worm of earth, 

And by believing I become 

A child of heavenly birth. 

From all my scarlet sins, 

His blood has washed me white, 

And with Him I shall ever dwell 

In heaven’s supreme delight. 

Henceforth my lips and pen 

Shall seek to spread His fame, 

My hands and feet shall swiftly move 

To glorify His name. 

I seek no earthly place, 

My joy is all in Him, 

My thirsty soul shall drink no more 

From fountains stained with sin. 

But in the Lord Himself, 

The Lord who died for me, 

Despised on earth, enthroned in heaven, 

My springs of life shall be. 

And when He takes me home 

To gaze upon His face, 

More loud, more sweet, my soul shall sing 

The riches of His grace. 

This treasure of His love 

Which He has given me, 

Oh, may His mercy even now, 

Reveal in truth to thee. 

1878 

Lines written on his conversion at the age of 16

 


EXTRACTS

Ques As to this house-to-house work, is it much done nowadays, or is it possible? 

JT 

It is very important that it should come to our attention, because I am sure it is the most effective service that can be rendered; that is, visiting the saints in their houses in the endeavour to bring God to them, to bring God in as He is in Christ. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 23, p.298) 

Extending care to each or any simply means that I am caring for the assembly, and I think the idea of care for one another should never be lost sight of, the youngest Christian ought to begin at the outset to care for others. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 84, p.197) 

For the testimony, it needs decided, morally decided persons, persons who for the love of Christ have broken with the world. One such is worth more than a thousand laggards. 

J. N. Darby (‘Letters’, 13 March 1853. Vol. 3, p.283) 

What an honour to be counted worthy to stand in the crisis!—the honour to which all Scripture from the beginning has been looking; the winding-up of time. Let us bear in our bodies the last blows of the flesh; let us manifest in our mortal bodies that Jesus is alive; let us be willing to endure all things for the elect’s sake; let us put by our play-things, because the world is in flames. Why creep about in this deadening atmosphere of falsehood, instead of ever abiding in the region of truth and reality? Why are not our visits to earth only as messengers of mercy to dress the 

wounds of the church—to glorify Him by finishing the work He has given us to do? sent of Jesus, even as He was sent of the Father. And, while seeking to be worthy of the name put upon her, may she remember that it is not of herself the bride is to speak, but her object, her subject, her delight, her hope, her only resting-place is her Beloved the Bridegroom of her heart. 

(‘Letters and Papers of Viscountess Powerscourt’, pp.245, 246) But David learned his lesson. The proof of a man’s spiritual stamina is that he can learn his lesson, and own his fault, and learn from it. David learned that the cart would not do, that the oxen had stumbled, and now he is bringing the ark back, recognising the blessing of God in connection with it, and the Levites are carrying it. He has come back to the highest note of his predecessors. I wonder if we understand this? It is ‘Higher and higher yet’. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 28, pp.399, 400) 

The idea of a leader is not simply that one can answer questions in a Bible reading, but one who goes on in service and suffering, whom others can emulate; a leader is one who goes before in a spiritual way, acceptable to God and profitable to men; such give a lead. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 92, p.264) 

The new covenant is the bearing of God towards us; reconciliation carries with it the thought of what we are in Christ to God. It brings us to the rejoicing over the prodigal; they began to be merry, and we never hear of their leaving off. It is a wonderful thing when you see the heavens opened and the glory of God and Jesus, and have no sense of the flesh which encumbers. The glory of God and Jesus fills the universe of bliss. When you apprehend the glory of God and Jesus, you apprehend all God’s ways, there is nothing beyond. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 14, p.268) 

A man may be well informed, without being a man divinely taught. The latter does not necessarily follow. I do not think you know God by understanding Scripture; it is rather that you understand Scripture by knowing God. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 14, p.352) 

In chapter 12 (of Exodus) Aaron is not in view. It is now Moses. It is more directly the authority of the Lord that is in mind in this particular ministry in chapter 12, and it is to be noted that while the communications of Jehovah to Moses about the passover include twenty verses of the chapter, Moses in delivering the message to the people only gives us the seven verses I have read. Now I think we ought to pay attention to this, especially in regard to ministry, that we do not need to say everything we know. The idea is that intelligence and instinct would lead the minister to present what is needed at the moment. Saints are not able to take in very much at one time, and the skill of the minister is necessary to discern what is the need and what the capacity, and to make the thing as concise and yet as spiritual as possible, so that saints can assimilate it. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 41, p.36)
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