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THE RULE OF NEW CREATION

A. C. Craig

Galatians 6: 11–16; Genesis 32: 24–32 

I want to say something with particular bearing on those breaking bread. It says, “as many as shall walk by this rule”. That is new creation’s rule. For a walk you must have a rule. You cannot walk anyhow. Taking on Christianity, you have to have a rule. I want to bring that point before you, beloved brethren. God introduced the thought of rule early. It may be something that we are not too inclined to hear about; we might be saying there are plenty of rules and regulations. It is a divine principle, you cannot walk haphazardly here. You take on Christianity, especially if you break bread, and when you step out to break bread you are under scrutiny; divine scrutiny, and also from those around, from the angels too. When you were baptised that was not the case. Your father and mother took responsibility for your baptism, you do not remember anything about it maybe, but nevertheless they had you baptised. Are the boys and girls listening now? They took responsibility for you, to bring you up, but the time came when that responsibility descended on you, and you knew it. It may be when you told the first lie, when you came to the consciousness of that. You knew it was a lie; you knew what the truth was, and you told a lie. Now you have come to your consciousness, from that moment your responsibility to God was direct, you had come to your responsibility. When you broke bread, that was your own matter. That was not your parents’ matter, that was your matter, and as I said, you immediately come under scrutiny. 

That is a solemn thing, and you need a rule. As I said, God introduced the idea of rule early. There was the first day, the second day, the third day, and on the fourth day there was rule. The great light in the heavens, the sun to rule by day, and the moon to rule by night. In the first day there is the suggestion of what took place in the incarnation, “Let there be light”, and it is said “it was good”. That was a great day for God, incarnation. All was dark before, there was nothing for Him until Jesus came for all was dark. But light came in, that was the first day. The second day was under review, it speaks to us of the Lord’s pathway here and the opposition that He sustained, “so great contradiction of sinners against himself”, Hebrews 12: 3. That was not good, and so you do not have it said it was good; it was not good, a perfect Man here in perfection and He suffered the contradiction of sinners against Himself. He was rejected, refused. Then the third day you have the waters gathered together in one place, that is like the cross. The waters were gathered together in one place, there was judgment, but the dry land appeared. You have the grass, the shrubs and the fruit trees all at once, and all marked by life and power, but no rule yet. But when you get life, animate life, you will get rule. The fourth day illustrates the book of Acts where Christ is on high, the Sun, the great Ruler of the day, where you get it reflected down here when the three thousand persevered in the teaching and fellowship, in breaking of bread and prayers (Acts 2: 42). That is the rule down here reflected from above in the moon. There you have that very same rule found down here. They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in breaking of bread and prayers. The rule was down here. You go through the book of Acts and you find that rule in evidence. We need rule. When you come to the school of Tyrannus, there is such a need (Acts 19: 9). Pupils’ will should not be operating there, not under Paul as the master, this is high school. You get the primary in Antioch where they were first called Christians (Acts 11: 26), that is the primary where you get the uniform and the badge. When you come to high school, you come to strict rule that all might pass out with honours. That is the idea in this school of Tyrannus, his name implies rule. 

We are to have our walk under rule, under control, especially new creation’s rule, that is a fine one. You get in chapter 5 of this epistle, Galatians, we walk “by the Spirit”. If you follow up the footnote there you will find that rule entered into that, rule by the Spirit. In Galatians 2 you get one of the leading brothers and he is not walking straightforwardly. Peter is a leading brother and he is not walking straightforwardly, “according to the truth of the glad tidings”, that is the rule there. It is a very solemn matter to be a leading brother, to be a leader in the locality, because the younger people are watching how you walk. It is a serious matter, you are under scrutiny, and people are watching how you walk. He did not walk straightforwardly, “according to the truth of the glad tidings”. Things are coming up, brethren, things are arising in the world, things are happening every day, and we are not to be insensible as to the things that would ensnare us. You could become a millionaire in a day. I hope we are all free of that. Watch these things, they are a snare. There are other things as well that I could easily mention; even Peter did not walk straightforwardly. In Ezekiel 1 there are four living creatures and their wings are spoken about, their faces, but so are their feet. It says they had “straight feet”. These were God’s agencies, but they had straight feet, and it says “the sole of their feet was like the sole of a calf’s foot; and they sparkled as the look of burnished brass”, Ezekiel 1: 7. What is that? “They sparkled”. Do my feet sparkle? If I am found in shady paths, in places where I should not be, do my feet sparkle? It says, as burnished brass, the judicial element is there. You are walking judicially, walking carefully. That is a great matter in our walk. It is in all the great epistles over and over again. As I said, we are being watched. 

Well now, certain things are necessary before you can ever hope to take up this great matter of your walking according to the rule of new creation, as it says, “as many as shall walk by this rule, peace upon them and mercy, and upon the Israel of God”. That is like Jacob, that is why I read of him, the Israel of God. We have Abraham in Galatians 4 and Isaac, and it would not be complete without Jacob. That is why Paul refers to that, the Israel of God, the great light. It is the supreme light of the Old Testament, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. That was the light that was made known in Exodus 3, “I am ... the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob” (Exodus 3: 6). There is no greater light in the Old Testament. That is the light they had in their dwellings, they cherished that light when all Egypt was dark. It is a great matter that we have light, the light of the God of resurrection in our homes. But the question in this epistle is circumcision, or uncircumcision. Paul comes to it here, he says, “For neither do they that are circumcised themselves keep the law; but they wish you to be circumcised, that they may boast in your flesh. But far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world” (Galatians 6: 13, 14). It is a double crucifixion, and you could never ever hope to walk according to the rule of new creation if you do not face up to the double crucifixion. Younger people, have you ever read Mr. Darby’s tract, ‘There is nothing like the cross’? Read it then. Not only is it the means by which we get clearance from our guilt, but too it is the great means by which the world can pass away, and you can pass away. These things are necessary before we can touch this matter he speaks about as the rule of new creation; so we speak about this double crucifixion. The world being crucified, that is something. You take your place by the cross. 

Paul says, “far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ”. You think of the place that the cross had in Paul’s life, in Paul’s mind, in Paul’s way of estimating things. How far does it enter into our calculations, the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ? How far does it fill a part of your prayers in the morning before you go to work or school? How much does the cross enter into our minds as the means by which I can get clear of the world? How far has the world been crucified to me, come to an end? 

We had the other week in Edinburgh, Peter’s two references to the passing away of the world. That is the literal thought. Peter refers to it almost in one breath, the passing away of the world, then the rushing noise, the two ideas are there. We are to come to the end of the world; this is the moral side of that. This is equivalent to what Peter speaks about literally. This is the passing away of the world for Paul; he stood by the cross and that is what he sees, he sees the end of the world. What a thing that is. Paul would not boast in anything else. How he uses the cross! So should we use the cross, the means by which I can see the whole thing disappearing. Think of the world disappearing! How much, beloved brethren, do the things of the world hold us? Why not take your place by the cross and come to an end of it, crucify it. It is openly, publicly, exposed, for what it is. That is what the cross does with the world. 

What is its glory, the things of the world what are they in the presence of the exposure that took place at the cross? The whole thing is publicly exposed. That is the idea of crucified; not only brought to an end, but openly, publicly exposed. That is necessary. You could never hope to touch this matter of walking according to new creation’s rule unless it is so. There must be a complete negation of everything, the world and all that is in the world. We are held by it sometimes, we are ensnared by it, its wealth, its culture and all that is going on fast to final removal. But then he says, “and I to the world”. That is something else, and that is necessary as well. It means come to an end of myself so that there is no affinity between the world and me, and no affinity between me and the world, there is no response to it. That is necessary. While the world is crucified it goes on publicly, it still goes on, it has still its snares. But the insulation against it all is for me to be crucified, so there is nothing about me that would answer to it. What a thing that is. I say again, beloved brethren, it is necessary that we might walk according to the rule of new creation. 

Coming back to those straight feet that those creatures had in Ezekiel, you think of the Lord Jesus, He had straight feet. You must come to Him, and yet He was the One who was on the cross, the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ; but what feet He had, how they sparkled. Do you not think that that woman who came in and washed them and wiped them and kissed them and anointed them, do you not think they sparkled to her? O, He had straight feet, and straight the path that He trod. O let us contemplate that. The way to it, for us, is by the way of this double crucifixion, that the world is finished with me and I am finished with the world. I have not anything that would contribute to it. You think of that, the complete negation of everything. 

Well that tests me, and I should not say anything that I am not somewhat in the good of myself; but that tests us all as to how the world is negated and I am negated, crucified openly, publicly exposed. There is nothing in the world that assists me to walk in the path of new creation by that rule. That man in Luke 8 who was found sitting, clothed and sensible at the feet of Jesus, do you not think that he felt those were lovely feet? “How beautiful ... are the feet of him that announceth glad tidings, that publisheth peace ... that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!”, Isaiah 52: 7. He was translated from a demon dominated world into the kingdom of the Son of God’s love. Do you not think the feet of Jesus were lovely to him? Or she who sat and listened at His feet, do you not think that she thought these were lovely feet? 

They had just come from the mount of transfiguration. How His feet would sparkle. He was sparkling all over. What a person Christ is, what a person Jesus is. If you want to gain help to get the good of the cross, go in and sit at His feet. He will help you, and the Spirit will help you to accept this serious decisive matter of the double crucifixion. You could not get over to new creation apart from that. The way is entirely blocked, but the way out is in acceptance of this by the Spirit’s help as in the previous chapter. We call on the Spirit to help us, to finish with the world and to take up our walk here in new creation’s rule. The Lord Jesus never walked by any other rule than the rule of new creation. In the old creation, He was among men in flesh and blood condition Himself, but He walked consistently always according to the rule of new creation. What a person He is! 

I read about Jacob just to illustrate this matter, for after all, doctrine is doctrine. But when you get something to illustrate the doctrine that helps, helps all of us, helps me, and I need that. It helps the young people to get an illustration of it. You see the thing worked out in Jacob as I said. That is what Paul said, “peace upon them ... and upon the Israel of God”. We have had Abraham and Isaac, now we come to Jacob, and the complete thought. These three men give you a complete picture of what is before the writer. Jacob is facing a crisis, and God is going to help him. God will always help us in these matters. If our faces are set in the right direction He will help us. Jacob is a most difficult man, he had been a schemer, he got himself rich, but he sees it passing away. All his cattle and all his possessions, they go, they disappear, and he is left alone. It is like his whole world that he had for all those years as he had laboured to increase his substance; he speaks about it in this chapter, he says, “with my staff I passed over this Jordan, and now I am become two troops”. He had all this wealth. But it is all crucified, so to speak, it all passes away and he is left alone, just himself. That is one side of it, so to speak, it is the world crucified to Him, it all disappears. 

You might be brought into a crisis, what would the world be to you? What could the substance of the world be to you? God can create these crises and bring about a .situation where you are left to judge. Jacob must face his brother Esau, and God is encouraging him because the chapter begins with two camps of angels; but it all passes away, he is left alone and a man wrestles with him. He comes to himself now. 

His possessions, his world, so to speak, has disappeared, now it is himself. He has been a clever man, he has been a successful man in the world, but it is not going to help him, and he knows that; there is nothing to help him to face up to the matter of Esau. It says, “And Jacob remained alone”. Notice that, “Jacob remained alone; and a man wrestled with him until the rising of the dawn. And when he saw that he did not prevail against him, he touched the joint of his thigh; and the joint of Jacob’s thigh was dislocated as he wrestled with him”. 

I want to speak about this painful matter. It has been a long struggle. It is not the world now, it is not his possessions, his wife and children; it is Jacob, it is himself. That would be the more difficult to get rid of; for the acceptance of, “I to the world”, may be more difficult because of what I am and what is innate in me. God will help us, that is the point. He is set to help us, and He will come down and wrestle with us. A Man wrestled with him, a Man out of heaven, and the Wrestler said to Jacob, “Let me go, for the dawn ariseth”, a new day. Jacob holds on. It is all in the divine scheme, how heaven would act and wrestle with Jacob all night. It is all to bring out the strength of Jacob but that he will need to give up in the end. It is a long struggle sometimes with us. But this principle of dislocation is a painful matter. In another way it is the truth of the application of the cross, dislocation. There is no connection, it is painful, “I to the world”. That is the idea. There are others in scripture I could use to illustrate where there was dislocation. It is a very painful matter, and in a way it is never healed, it is permanent. Then it goes on, “And he said, Let me go, for the dawn ariseth. And he said, I will not let thee go except thou bless me. And he said to him, What is thy name? 

And he said, Jacob”. That is it, Jacob, that is his confession. That is the first time he ever said Jacob in his life. He said he was Esau one time. You think of the things that you can get up to, all to escape the truth. He was a schemer, he told his father he was Esau, and all the time he was Jacob. Then at another time he said he was Rebecca’s son. He had come to his uncle and he said he was Rebecca’s son. Now he sees this struggle is coming to an end, in his thigh being dislocated, and he said he was Jacob. That is it, “I to the world”. He is coming to an end of himself and admitting it in saying. Jacob. “And he said, Thy name shall not henceforth be called Jacob, but Israel; for thou hast wrestled with God, and with men, and hast prevailed”. 

Very wonderful that is; how in these wrestlings that we have, struggling, ups and downs and so on, God credits us with having prevailed. He will allow us to gain a victory. That is what God can do, what Christ can do; for the Man would be the Lord Jesus as He comes down and has to do with us personally. Jacob was left alone, just by himself. Then He wrestles on until He gets this out of Jacob, and names him Israel. So Paul says, “peace upon them and mercy, and upon the Israel of God” as to those who walk according to new creation’s rule. What is governing me in my walk? Is it this world and all that it has built up, its arts and sciences, its technology and all these kind of things? What is governing me? What controls me? Or is it my self-interest or what is in me, a man or a woman, is it my desire after things? The divine Visitor would wrestle with us and allow us to gain a victory and come to this point of Jacob, “for thou hast wrestled with God, and with men, and hast prevailed”. It goes on, “Jacob asked and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, How is it that thou askest after my name?” He reserves that until he comes to the meeting. He will tell him His name in the meeting, that is Genesis 35 when they come to Bethel, He gets his name told there. “And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel—For I have seen God face to face, and my life has been preserved. 

And as he passed over Peniel, the sun rose upon him”. The sun rose upon him as if he was the only man living, and that is true, what a different man he is. The sun rose upon him. A fine thing that when you get some sense of the divine favour, God’s favour! 

I would encourage us to go by the rule that he sets for our walk, and it is laid out clearly in scripture how we should walk and please God. That was Enoch, he walked and pleased God, and God took him. The sun rose upon him. God makes his sun shine on people, He would make it shine on you. I would draw your attention to the fact there are no cattle, there are no herds, all that is finished. He has finished with all that. Jacob is just himself, no wives, no children, just himself. He is coming out in this character of Israel, has power with God and men, he is princely. Think of that. How wonderful it is in a man here below. He says, “I have seen God face to face, and my life has been preserved. And as he passed over Peniel, the sun rose upon him; and he limped upon his hip”. That is it, he is walking according to another rule. He is not even leaning on his staff here. He is entirely independent of everything. He is walking according to a new principle. He limped upon his hip. I suggest to you, that is another rule, the rule of new creation. Jacob is finished, he is limping on his hip. He is a far better man limping on his hip than he was before. He has come by way of the cross. He has seen an end of himself, end of the world and all his possessions; he is alone now, but he is going on with having seen God’s face and the sun shining on him. “Therefore the children of Israel do not eat of the sinew that is over the joint of the thigh”. That is to say, that others come to it too, others come round to the fact of what Jacob set out as a model. We come to that too and get the gain of what others have been through in that respect. But I suggest to you that he was walking according to the rule of new creation. 

I commend this to us all, that we are governed and ruled by another world, and by the principles of another world, a new creation altogether. As I said to you, that was the principle that governed that blessed One, the Lord Jesus, in His pathway here below. May it be true of us too, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Grangemouth
19 November 1994 

 


Scripture references

Galatians 6:11-16 (JND) [11] See how long a letter I have written to you with my own hand. [12] As many as desire to have a fair appearance in [the] flesh, these compel you to be circumcised, only that they may not be persecuted because of the cross of Christ. [13] For neither do they that are circumcised themselves keep the law; but they wish you to be circumcised, that they may boast in your flesh. [14] But far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom [the] world is crucified to me, and I to the world. [15] For [in Christ Jesus] neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision; but new creation. [16] And as many as shall walk by this rule, peace upon them and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

Genesis 32:24-32 (JND) [24] And Jacob remained alone; and a man wrestled with him until the rising of the dawn. [25] And when he saw that he did not prevail against him, he touched the joint of his thigh; and the joint of Jacob's thigh was dislocated as he wrestled with him. [26] And he said, Let me go, for the dawn ariseth. And he said, I will not let thee go except thou bless me. [27] And he said to him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. [28] And he said, Thy name shall not henceforth be called Jacob, but Israel; for thou hast wrestled with God, and with men, and hast prevailed. [29] And Jacob asked and said, Tell [me], I pray thee, thy name. And he said, How is it that thou askest after my name? And he blessed him there. [30] And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel For I have seen God face to face, and my life has been preserved. [31] And as he passed over Peniel, the sun rose upon him; and he limped upon his hip. [32] Therefore the children of Israel do not eat of the sinew that is over the joint of the thigh, to this day; because he touched the joint of Jacob's thigh the sinew.

Hebrews 12:3 (JND) [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds.

Acts 2:42 (JND) [42] And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers.

Acts 19:9 (JND) [9] But when some were hardened and disbelieved, speaking evil of the way before the multitude, he left them and separated the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.

Acts 11:26 (JND) [26] And having found [him], he brought him to Antioch. And so it was with them that for a whole year they were gathered together in the assembly and taught a large crowd: and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

Galatians 2 (JND) [1] Then after a lapse of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus also with [me]; [2] and I went up according to revelation, and I laid before them the glad tidings which I preach among the nations, but privately to those conspicuous [among them], lest in any way I run or had run in vain; [3] (but neither was Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, compelled to be circumcised;) …

Ezekiel 1 (JND) [1] Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth [month], on the fifth of the month, as I was among the captives by the river Chebar, the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. [2] On the fifth of the month, (it was the fifth year of king Jehoiachin's captivity,) [3] the word of Jehovah came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of Jehovah was there upon him. …

Ezekiel 1:7 (JND) [7] And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet was like the sole of a calf's foot; and they sparkled as the look of burnished brass.

Galatians 4 (JND) [1] Now I say, As long as the heir is a child, he differs nothing from a bondman, though he be lord of all; [2] but he is under guardians and stewards until the period fixed by the father. [3] So we also, when we were children, were held in bondage under the principles of the world; …

Exodus 3 (JND) [1] And Moses tended the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock behind the wilderness, and came to the mountain of God to Horeb. [2] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a thorn-bush: and he looked, and behold, the thorn-bush burned with fire, and the thorn-bush was not being consumed. [3] And Moses said, Let me now turn aside and see this great sight, why the thorn-bush is not burnt. …

Exodus 3:6 (JND) [6] And he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look at God.

Galatians 6:13-14 (JND) [13] For neither do they that are circumcised themselves keep the law; but they wish you to be circumcised, that they may boast in your flesh. [14] But far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom [the] world is crucified to me, and I to the world.

Luke 8 (JND) [1] And it came to pass afterwards that *he* went through [the country] city by city, and village by village, preaching and announcing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve [were] with him, [2] and certain women who had been healed of wicked spirits and infirmities, Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, [3] and Joanna, wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, who ministered to him of their substance. …

Isaiah 52:7 (JND) [7] How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that announceth glad tidings, that publisheth peace; that announceth glad tidings of good, that publisheth salvation, that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!

Genesis 35 (JND) [1] And God said to Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there, and make there an altar unto the God that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. [2] And Jacob said to his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and cleanse yourselves, and change your garments; [3] and we will arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar to the God that answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way that I went. …



THE PRECIOUSNESS OF CHRIST

J. Mitchell 

Isaiah 53: 1–6; 1 Peter 2: 4–8 

The verses read in Isaiah contain the question, “Who hath believed our report?”, and the passage goes on to indicate that, generally speaking, the report was not believed. But, thank God, the epistle of Peter speaks about persons who have believed, and to such is the preciousness. Isaiah 53, perhaps one of the best known chapters in the Old Testament, brings out the preciousness of Jesus. Prophetically that is what the writer had in mind, to bring out the moral beauties and the moral graces of Jesus, and yet the sobering thing is that, although these moral beauties and moral graces were displayed when He was here, the prophet has to ask that question, “Who hath believed our report?” Generally speaking, the prophet was not believed. It is a sobering thing that God could come in in Christ with His very best for men, could come in in a Man who displayed such beauty, and yet men did not believe in Him. If, of course, we did not know our own hearts, we might wonder at that, but I suppose every one present in this room, at some time or other in their histories, has been among those who have not believed. Even though the Spirit of God was presenting Christ in all His beauty to us, there may have been a time in our histories when we would have been amongst those who would not have believed. But thank God for every one who has come to see moral beauty in Jesus. It is a very great thing to be captivated in your heart, not only by what He has done, but by Himself. 

Certainly it is blessed to be affected in your heart by what He has done, and to rest your soul on that; but it is even more blessed to be captivated in your affections by the Man Himself and the beauties of that Man. 

Jesus is now at God’s right hand, and God is justified in exalting Him because in every respect He glorified God. In His pathway here He glorified God. For the first time Christ as Man set out in Himself what God had in His mind in relation to man. He had secured that in the life of Jesus. Wonderful thing to think of that, that in Jesus God had fully secured what He had in His own heart in relation to man. He was the only One in whom God had secured it absolutely. There was everything there that was for the pleasure of God. Scripture does not tell us much about His boyhood. Luke tells us more than any other about His birth, but there are thirty years in which, very largely, the veil was drawn over the life of Jesus. But every moment of that life was watched with the greatest intent and the greatest pleasure by the Father; there was not a moment in that life that did not yield intensity of delight to the Father Himself. Luke does tell us about the time when He was twelve years of age, when He said, “... I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?” Luke 2: 49. What was to come out in fulness in the life of Christ was foreshadowed there. Another has spoken of it as sonship in conscious nature beginning to assert itself. What was there in the growing up of Jesus was wonderful. It speaks of it here, “For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground”. Think of the grace that was manifested in the growing up of Jesus, “a root out of dry ground”, that is, He drew nothing whatsoever from the scene into which He came. He was absolutely apart from it. He lived a life that drew no resource whatsoever from the world into which He had come. That scene was marked by sin. But there was a life there that was of intense delight to God. How beautiful the life of Jesus was, yielding infinite pleasure to God. 

And it says, “he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him”. He was unacceptable to man’s system. There is a verse in Zechariah which says, “man acquired me as a bondman from my youth” (Zechariah 13: 5). That shows that the Lord Jesus was here in service to men. There was never a circumstance that He came in touch with, never a need, that He was not able or willing to meet. He met every need in His service to mankind. Never had there ever been a service like that before, and in a certain sense, there has never been a service like it since, the service of Jesus to mankind. But although it is prophetically said of Him that man acquired Him as a bondman from His youth, that does not in any sense mean that He contributed anything whatsoever to man’s system. He was entirely apart from it. He was a Man here for God. He was the only Man who could ever be entirely for God, who lived out a life that was entirely devoted to the pleasure of God. 

Now that is very beautiful to contemplate and feed upon. Things are said, even in the schools, about the life of Jesus, often brought down to a most sentimental level, but we should contemplate the life of Jesus as a life that was entirely for God. God had secured in Him what had ever been in His heart in relation to man. 

He took infinite delight in it, and yet it goes on to say, “we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted”. That is very affecting! The Man who was here for the pleasure of God was the Man who was stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. The question arises, Why was that? It was because of our sins. That should always affect us, that, the putting away of our sins really involved that for Jesus. At the present time sin is made very light of in the world. 

Indeed it is counted to be antisocial these days not to sin. If you take a stand against sin you are counted as antisocial; but sin is an awful thing in the sight of God, and the putting away of sin involved the striking and the smiting of Jesus. If God could have spared sin, He would have spared His own Son who was sinless, but had taken on Himself our sins, so the scripture tells us that “He who, yea, has not spared his own Son”, Romans 8: 32. It involved that Jesus had to endure the three hours of darkness on Calvary’s cross when he was forsaken of a holy God, when He could cry, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Mark 15: 34), and it meant the giving up of His life. That gives us some impression of what sin was in the sight of God. 

Another has said that at the great white throne men will get some estimation of what sin is in the sight of God, but if you want a real estimation of that you go to Calvary, because there sin was measured by a Man, and it was met by a Man. It involved Him going into the darkness, it involved Him being forsaken of God, it involved Him going down into the depths. The prophet is speaking of it here, “we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted”. 

He goes on to say, “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed”. 

Another prophet says so beautifully, “Awake, O sword, against ... my fellow”, Zechariah 13: 7. That is worthy of contemplation that God raised His hand judicially against Jesus. It was absolutely necessary if your sins and my sins were to be put away. God could not overlook sin. God is not against the sinner by any means. God in the preaching is seeking to win the sinner today, but God is against sin. In His nature He is against sin. It is morally impossible for God to be any other than against sin, but the great news in the glad tidings is that He has put our sins on Jesus. That is something, however old or young we may be, that should constantly affect us. That is where my sins were dealt with by God, and dealt with righteously. 

God has secured a righteous basis. Christ was forsaken. In those three hours of forsaking there was compressed a whole eternity of banishment from the presence of God. That is what my sins necessitated. Because of my sins I forfeited my life. The only right that I have as a sinner is to be banished from the presence of God, and that eternally. But the great thing is that in those three hours of darkness Christ bore the judgment due to me. He was forsaken of God. He was truly forsaken, and He also died. The wages of sin is death, and He died vicariously. Paul says, “Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the scriptures”, 1 Corinthians 15: 3, 4. That is Paul’s glad tidings, and that is our glad tidings. 

The penalty of death was brought in at the very beginning of man’s history; the sinner had to die. What a terrible thing. The only thing that we deserve is death and eternal banishment from the presence of God. But the great thing is that the sinless One died vicariously, that is He died for me. Every repentant sinner can say, He died for me. It is a very affecting thing that Christ died on the cross and He was buried, so that the whole matter was gone through and righteousness was accomplished. Man needs righteousness because he is unrighteous, and righteousness was accomplished in the work of Christ. He was buried and lay there three days and three nights in the heart of the earth (Matthew 12: 40). What that must have meant for Jesus! Who knows the full meaning of it? We can draw on the prophetic writings. The gospels, among other things, give us the history of the life of Jesus, but you get expressions of the breathings of His heart prophetically in the writings of the Old Testament. Jonah says, “The weeds were wrapped about my head. I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; The bars of the earth closed upon me for ever”, Jonah 2: 5, 6. You think of what that meant to Jonah, his feelings; that is but typical of what Christ went through in reality. 

The penalty for sin must be wholly met, otherwise righteousness would not have been accomplished. For the righteous basis to be established, it meant that the Saviour, the One who was absolutely sinless Himself, and thus the only One who could be the Saviour, had to go that way. He bore the judgment in its fulness; that cup was drunk to its bitter dregs. Every iota of what was necessary to secure the righteousness of God was gone through by Him, as the prophet says here, “Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”. How we should be affected towards Jesus! How we should be drawn towards Him for what He has done! He was well able to undertake that work. There was no doubt as to His ability to undertake it, but let me tell you this dear hearer, that it was no light matter for Him; it was a very serious matter for Jesus to become the sin bearer. Now that is something that I think we need to contemplate and to take into our affections. It was a very serious matter for Him. It involved His suffering. 

Now I turn to Peter, who says, “To you therefore who believe is the preciousness”. Isaiah says, “Who hath believed our report?”, and the history tells us in the New Testament that as He came in He was refused—refused on every hand, and given a malefactor’s cross. The most ignominious death that could be given to man was meted out to Jesus unjustly. The Spirit of God is careful to record that it was unjustly. Even Pilate’s wife was troubled in her conscience about the condemnation of Jesus, and she appealed to her husband. Pilate was given a witness from as near as was possible to him, from his own wife, as to the righteousness of Jesus. But that was man’s answer, “Who hath believed our report?” When you come to Peter he says, “To you therefore who believe is the preciousness”. If men generally failed to see the beauties in Jesus, thank God that persons who believe have their eyes opened to the beauties and graces of that Man. That is what Peter is speaking about, he says, “Because it is contained in the scripture—Behold, I lay in Zion a corner stone, elect, precious—and he that believes on him shall not be put to shame”. “Elect, precious”, you think of that. That is not exactly the love of a father for a son, but it is the moral perfection of the Man who was of great pleasure to God. 

In the very prophet from which we read, it speaks of Him as being elect, it says, “mine elect in whom my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him”, Isaiah 42: 1. This is God’s appreciation of the moral beauty of Jesus. Putting His Spirit upon Him is like the type of the ark with the gold overlaying the acacia wood (Exodus 25: 11). The acacia wood was there in all its moral grace and beauty in the manhood of Jesus, and God put His Spirit upon Him. 

There was no difficulty, I say it reverently, about God putting His Spirit upon such a One. How beautiful was the life of Jesus. The humanity of Jesus was of intense beauty to God, and Peter is addressing persons like ourselves, who appreciate that beauty. He says, “To you therefore who believe is the preciousness”. How wonderful it is to have in our hearts such a Person, such a Man. God not only presents to us a Saviour for our sins, but He presents to us a Man for our affections. He is a Saviour for our sins certainly, and as we come to God in repentance, as repentant sinners, and avail ourselves of the Saviour and of His precious work, we can rest our souls on Him for time and eternity. But that is not all that God has in mind in the glad tidings. He has in mind to present to you the Man of His heart, so that the Man of His heart may become the Man of your heart. As He becomes the Man of your heart you can be entirely satisfied and you need nothing else outside of Him. What a thing that is! We may say that this is not suitable and that is not suitable, something else is not suitable; but persons who have Jesus enshrined in their hearts will see everything that is out of accord with Himself as entirely unsuitable to them. Not only will they see it as unsuitable to them, but they will have no appetite for it whatsoever. What a wonderful thing that is, to be absolutely clear of this world and the whole system of sin that is in this world, because you have a Man in your heart, and that Man is the Man who is for God. 

So Peter is presenting Him as the Man who is for God. He is referring to Him as “a corner stone, elect, precious—and he that believes on him shall not be put to shame”. Now I understand in the corner stone, there are really two things. One is that it is there in a very critical position, it upholds the whole building, and I think that relates to Christ, as the One who sustains everything for God, the whole structure. Everything that is for God’s pleasure is founded and based and it is upheld and sustained by that blessed Man, the Man whom God would present to us for our hearts. That is the Man that God presents, the Man of His heart, the Man of His delight, and He would say, I want you to share with Me My delight in Jesus. 

He upholds everything for God. The other thing about the corner stone is that it gives beauty and grace to the building. Not only are these moral beauties and graces seen personally in Jesus, but there is a whole structure here, a company of persons who, through having that Person in their hearts, have the moral graces of Jesus in them. What a wonderful thing that is! What a privilege it is to be among such a company and to be one of these stones that Peter speaks of, the living stones that come into this great structure that is for the pleasure of God, where the service of God goes on. 

Now I think that is what God is holding out to men in the glad tidings. I appeal to every one of us, do not let us come short either in our preaching, or in our apprehension in faith of the preaching, that God has in mind not only to clear men of their sins, but He has in mind to present the Man of His heart to us, so that He might become the Man of our affections. Then as He becomes the Man of our affections, that we might find our part in this system which He Himself upholds and graces for the pleasure of God, and that we might have the characteristics of the Man of the Father’s delight. May the Lord bless the word, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Denton, Texas
30 October 1994 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 53:1-6 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. [4] Surely *he* hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; and we, we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. [5] But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.

1 Peter 2:4-8 (JND) [4] To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious, [5] yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. [6] Because it is contained in the scripture: Behold, I lay in Zion a corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believes on him shall not be put to shame. [7] To you therefore who believe [is] the preciousness; but to the disobedient, the stone which the builders cast away as worthless, this is become head of [the] corner, [8] and a stone of stumbling and rock of offence; [who] stumble at the word, being disobedient to which also they have been appointed.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Zechariah 13:5 (JND) [5] And he shall say, I am no prophet, I am a tiller of the ground; for man acquired me [as bondman] from my youth.

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

Mark 15:34 (JND) [34] and at the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice, [saying], Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Zechariah 13:7 (JND) [7] Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, even against the man [that is] my fellow, saith Jehovah of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered, and I will turn my hand upon the little ones.

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (JND) [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; [4] and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the scriptures;

Matthew 12:40 (JND) [40] For even as Jonas was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, thus shall the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.

Jonah 2:5-6 (JND) [5] The waters encompassed me, to the soul: The deep was round about me, The weeds were wrapped about my head. [6] I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; The bars of the earth [closed] upon me for ever: But thou hast brought up my life from the pit, O Jehovah my God.

Isaiah 42:1 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations.

Exodus 25:11 (JND) [11] And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold: inside and outside shalt thou overlay it; and shalt make upon it a border of gold round about.



ESTEEMING THE REPROACH OF CHRIST

A. J. Gaskin 

Hebrews 11: 24–26; 12: 2; 13: 12–14; 1 Peter 4: 13, 14 

I was thinking of this matter of Moses’ choice. The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews is speaking about Moses as though he were actually present because he is talking about the reproach of the Christ, and I sometimes wonder how much we know about the reproach of the Christ. What a marvellous matter that we can actually have part in this; for the reproach of the Christ is something that we can weigh up, so to speak, against the treasures of Egypt. 

There are the two sides there, are there not, it says, he esteemed “the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt”? How do we look at these things? Do we really esteem the reproach of the Christ greater riches? How wonderful that is, that we should have a part in this matter of sharing in the sufferings of Christ. Not, of course, His atoning sufferings, those were unique to Himself. It is very wonderful that we, as belonging to Christ, can share in His sufferings in measure, and the reproach of the Christ enters into this. I suppose Peter experienced the reality of it when he was faced with this matter of reproach; sadly he was not able to stand and went so far as to deny his Lord and Master, and yet how he was tested by the reproach of the Christ. What our brother has been referring to in Peter’s further testimony shows how he came through, and was prepared to have his part in the reproach of the Christ. 

I felt, in a simple way, beloved, how important these matters are. We often balance things up quite wrongly; do not understand what it is to have a share in these precious things which have to do with our Lord Jesus Christ. How He feels these things too. I believe the Lord looking upon each one of us can estimate how our hearts really react to Him. It is really a heart matter as to whether we are prepared to share in the reproach of the Christ, and, as you see, it is a matter of choice for it says, Esteeming the reproach of the Christ. Then it goes on to say, Choosing rather to suffer affliction. I wonder if I am prepared for that? I wonder if we were really faced with these matters whether we would choose to suffer with Him, the One who suffered for us. That is why I read this passage, “looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith—who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross, having despised the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God”. This is something which the writer is suggesting we should be prepared to share in; we should be prepared to imitate some feature that comes out in Christ Himself—“looking stedfastly”. Our view is often not very steadfast, and we have other things which we look at, and I suppose if we were really steadfastly looking on Christ and seeing the beauty that was there, and all that He went through Himself, we should have quite a different outlook, I believe, day by day. We should be esteeming the reproach of the Christ greater riches than all the treasures of Egypt. 

Moses must have known quite a lot about that; he knew what those treasures were like, but he turned his back on the whole thing, and you can think of Moses devoting himself in such a way to God’s purpose for him that he could carry the people of God all through that wilderness journey. It was a marvellous thing that there were two million people, and there was one man that really was entirely with God throughout the whole journey, and yet he could carry them through as he said to God, like a nursing-father. Well, this is a thing, beloved, that should attract our hearts to Christ afresh, being prepared to esteem the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt. 

So it says, “looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith—who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross, having despised the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God”. That is where He is now at this very moment, tonight. You know we sometimes do not think too much about where Christ is; there He is, in exaltation at the right hand of God; His Father has raised Him from the dead and He has set Him at His right hand. How glorious it is that we have such a One, that we can look on Jesus “the leader and completer of faith”. 

I thought this other little reference in Hebrews 13, it is quite interesting, it says, “therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach”. Again, the reproach of the Christ is there. Do we know what it is to go out to Him without the camp? I suppose this matter is a matter of separation, and how it tests us sometimes. It may be that we have answered that in some measure, but this is a matter day by day as to whether we are prepared to know what it is to be here as separate from the world for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ who Himself went that way; “bearing his reproach”, that is the reproach of the Christ, and I challenge my heart as to knowing anything very much about the reproach of the Christ. 

I thought of that chapter in Peter which is quite interesting too, where it says, “If ye are reproached in the name of Christ, blessed are ye”. What a thing that is, that the Lord would delight to bless us as to our being reproached for Christ’s sake. I do not know much about it, beloved, I do not know how much any of us knows about it; perhaps we have had some little inkling as to the reproach of the Christ, but I believe if we knew more about it there would be more gain in our souls as to our being near to Christ Himself. As our brother had been speaking about how the Lord Himself delights to draw us into his company, and give us something from Himself which just encourages our hearts to go on in His service and for His glory, so that He Himself becomes more and more precious to our hearts. May that be so, beloved, let us be prepared for the reproach of the Christ and being found going on with these things which are far better than all the treasures of Egypt. How glorious these things are going to be, for it is looking on to that moment when we shall be with Him for ever. May the Lord encourage us in these things for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Kirkcaldy
11 April 1995 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 11:24-26 (JND) [24] By faith Moses, when he had become great, refused to be called son of Pharaoh's daughter; [25] choosing rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have [the] temporary pleasure of sin; [26] esteeming the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he had respect to the recompense.

Hebrews 12:2 (JND) [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Hebrews 13:12-14 (JND) [12] Wherefore also Jesus, that he might sanctify the people by his own blood, suffered without the gate: [13] therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach: [14] for we have not here an abiding city, but we seek the coming one.

1 Peter 4:13-14 (JND) [13] but as ye have share in the sufferings of Christ, rejoice, that in the revelation of his glory also ye may rejoice with exultation. [14] If ye are reproached in [the] name of Christ, blessed [are ye]; for the [Spirit] of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you: [on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified.]

Hebrews 13 (JND) [1] Let brotherly love abide. [2] Be not forgetful of hospitality; for by it some have unawares entertained angels. [3] Remember prisoners, as bound with [them]; those that are evil-treated, as being yourselves also in [the] body. …



EXTRACTS

There are peculiar difficulties in the sorrowful conditions of the last days. Very many of our brethren do not become available to us in a practical way. There may be many believers in the town where we live whom we do not even know! It is a sad witness to the state of departure and ruin, and is to our common grief and shame. But our affections can still be open towards all saints, and we can rejoice if even a few become practically available to us on the principles laid down in 2 Timothy, an epistle which is specifically direction for us in the last days. While keeping our hearts open towards all saints, our associations have now to be adjusted on the principle of withdrawing from iniquity, separating from vessels to dishonour, following righteousness, faith, love, peace, and calling upon the Lord out a pure heart. In the present state of things we can only receive practically those who become available, but the fact that is says, “receive ye one another”, makes it possible for even two saints to act upon it. Our great exercise should be to walk together as brethren according to the truth, so that no one could say that he had a divine reason for not walking with us. If saints walk together according to the truth, they will rejoice to receive all the brethren who desire to walk with them in the same path, and all the brethren ought to be exercised so to walk. What is in view in the scripture before us is that there may be no hindrance to a united note of praise from the saints as come together. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Romans’, pp.228, 229) 

We have also here a precious and most perfect rule for our walk, namely, to be simple concerning evil, and wise unto that which is good. Christianity alone could have given such a rule; for it provides a walk that is positively good, and wisdom to walk in it. As Christians we may be simple concerning evil. What a deliverance! While the man of the world must needs acquaint himself with evil, in order to avoid it in this world of snares and of artifice, he must corrupt his mind, accustom himself to think of evil, in order not to be entrapped by it. But soon there should be entire deliverance—soon should Satan be trodden under their feet, (Romans 16: 19). 

J. N. Darby (‘Synopsis’ Vol. 4, p.152) 

I notice the effect that heavenly scenery has on the soul. It is not only a revelation, it is something with which you feel yourself connected; and being connected with it necessarily has the effect of detaching you from the scene in which you are, and that in proportion as you realise your connection with the better thing. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 8, p.449)
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Scripture references

Romans 16:19 (JND) [19] For your obedience has reached to all. I rejoice therefore as it regards you; but I wish you to be wise [as] to that which is good, and simple [as] to evil.
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