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THE SHEPHERD


John 10: 2,3,11,14-18,27-30;  Song of Songs 1:7,8;  Hebrews 13:20,21;  1 Peter 5:1-4

I would seek grace to speak about the Shepherd.  It is affecting to think of the shepherd’s way which the Lord Jesus has taken, and the shepherd’s features which we can currently find in Him.  If there is a shepherd, there must be sheep.  There is a scripture which speaks of our being “the sheep of thy pasture”, Ps.79:13.  In the times in which we find ourselves, we need to consider the Lord Jesus as Shepherd.  John 10 always affects me, to consider what He is not only as Shepherd to the Jews but also in relation to the Gentiles in our own time so that there is one flock.

So I seek to draw attention to the Lord Jesus as my Shepherd and your Shepherd.  One of the features of being a Shepherd is conveyed to us in the scriptures that I have read.  I think we would all know the characteristics of sheep and hence the need of a shepherd.  Sheep may sometimes wander and seek to find their own way, and can be lost.  A shepherd’s job is not only to take care of the sheep by keeping them together as a flock, but to maintain them by feeding them, by giving them rest, by providing the resources they need, and then guarding them.  It is such a present necessity to recognise all these features as seen in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Think of the way that He would guard us and guide us and heal us, finding pasture for us, and finding rest and pleasure and enjoyment for His own heart.  That is the Shepherd!  A shepherd’s job is not an easy job because it requires caring for each and every sheep.  If one goes astray, he must leave the others in safety while he goes and finds the sheep.  The Lord Jesus does that.  His interest is not simply in a group, although He cares about His flock, but His interest is in each one individually as part of that flock.  He notices if there is one missing.  Think of the attitude of mind that He has in relation to each individual sheep, that if one goes astray on its own, He would see it, He would feel it and He would go after that sheep.  What a wonderful Shepherd we have to do with!

The Lord Jesus said “I am the door of the sheep” (v.7).  The only entrance is through the Lord Jesus Christ.  I trust there is no one in this room that does not know the Shepherd in that way.  There is nothing to compare with accepting Him as your Saviour, knowing that He is the only One who can guide you, take you to a God who would desire to have you in His presence.  He would desire to bring us into the presence of a holy and righteous God.  And my desire is that each one of us might be helped further as we move on in this occasion to recognise the Shepherd’s care that would come in to shepherd us not only individually, but to shepherd the flock of God.  It would lead us to lay hold of the meaning of these verses.

It begins here by speaking about the love of the Shepherd.  We have already spoken about how it is important to recognise the good Shepherd who laid down His life for the sheep.  This is not exactly speaking about salvation at this point, it is speaking not only about the capability but the willingness of the Lord Jesus to do that.  He was willing to lay down His life for the sheep.  He would go after any sheep that is lost, perhaps in the presence of great danger; He was willing to lay down His life to save that sheep.  That is the present position; do you recognise that the Lord Jesus was willing to do that for you?  He has your interests in mind; He laid down His life for you.  He is willing to take you up where you are, even in the presence of danger, even if there is a tendency to stray.  He is able to take you up and bring you back to safety.  He would desire to maintain you; He says “I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep”.  “I am the good shepherd; and I know those that are mine”.

Another characteristic of a shepherd is that he knows each sheep.  He knows their characteristics, he knows the tendencies of the sheep and he calls them by name.  Think of the intimacy which is involved in being a shepherd.  Anyone else looking at a flock might just see a group of sheep.  He might try to keep them together, herd them, but a shepherd sees them differently.  He knows the characteristics of each one and has care and concern for each sheep.  The Lord Jesus is able to do that, to use that knowledge to bring a straying sheep to where He is, that it may be in the flock, so that there will be one flock and one Shepherd.

It is a sorrow that there has been so much departure from acknowledging the Lord Jesus as the true Shepherd.  What I am seeking to convey is that He has one flock in mind.  What a wonderful attitude; this One who is so caring of the flock has one flock in mind.  Now we own our part in the breakdown, but the great Shepherd of the sheep is not deflected.  He says, "I know those that are mine, and am known of those that are mine, as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep”.  The sheep have been given by His Father to Christ.  He takes up their care; He personally cares for each sheep.  The Father has committed them into His hand, and He says, “I have not lost one”, John 18:9.  What an interest He takes in each of them.  He looks at them in this way, as it were; If each sheep is important to the Father, then it is important to Me.  I am going to guard that sheep, I am going to feed that sheep and I am going to nurture it.  Whatever is required, I am going to be available to that sheep as its Shepherd.  Have you proved the Lord Jesus in that way, dear friend?  Have you proved Him as One who can lift you up in your circumstances?  As we mentioned in the reading, healing is needed, guidance is needed and food is needed.  Jesus was there as the Sustainer of life.  He is the only One who is able to give all of that and more, and He is desirous of doing so.  He desires that you would walk in newness of life, recognising how worthy He is.  The sheep are to be with the Shepherd, and what we have to recognise at the present time is the desire of the Shepherd to have the sheep with Him.  We can know what that is, even although we are not among those who are already with the Lord.  We can have the appreciation of being with Him down here, preserved for Him, preserved for His Father in glory.

The Lord goes on to say “On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again.  No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself.  I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again”.  Think of the Lord Jesus having that authority.  As being God’s righteousness, as being the stability of our times, (Isa.33:6), He would take that on; there is power available in this Shepherd.  He has gone to the lowest point.  Think of David slaying the lion and the bear with his bare hands.  David did that as a shepherd, and then he was able to care for the people of God later in his life.  You might say that what was needed in his later service was clear to him because he recognised that the service of the shepherd was what was needed in time of crisis.  Dear friend, I would encourage you at this present time; we need the strength and comfort and help of the Shepherd.  The shepherd care of the Lord Jesus is available at the present time and He would encourage us.  All His resources are available; He is able to bring persons into a place of safety and cause them to commit themselves.

I read later on “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me; and I give them life eternal; and they shall never perish, and no one shall seize them out of my hand”.  One who serves for wages tending sheep might come into serious danger and flee.  Our Shepherd will never flee.  He gives us His own personal commitment, “no one shall seize them out of my hand”.  Is that not a great comfort?  Have you proved that?  When trials and disappointments come in, we readily throw up our hands and ask what we are going to do.  But “no one shall seize them out of my hand”.  The Lord Jesus will not allow us to be seized out of His hand.  Not only has He given His life for you, the greatest sacrifice that could ever have been made for you, but He has given you life eternal; “I give them life eternal”.  Our exercise today is to be found in the enjoyment of this life.  The shepherd’s desire is to bring in these features, not only to show them to the sheep, but to cause them to be in the enjoyment of what they have been given, and the enjoyment of who the Shepherd is.  We had reference to Psalm 23 earlier.  David had a great sense of shepherd service and I would desire each one of us has the sense of that.  David wrote in that psalm “he leadeth me beside still waters”.  The Lord Jesus would not lead you anywhere else; He would not lead you into danger.  He would lead you into the love of God.  He would lead you “in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake”.  What a wonderful area to enjoy!

This portion in the Song of Songs affected me recently.  There was the desire of the female speaker to know where the shepherd fed His flock; “Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth, Where thou feedest thy flock, Where thou makest it to rest at noon; For why should I be as one veiled Beside the flocks of thy companions?”.  If we are not fully satisfied, beloved brother and sister, we will try to find something else.  I would appeal to each one in this room, and to my own heart, to be satisfied with the love of the Shepherd.  She wanted to know what that was.  “Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth, Where thou feedest thy flock, Where thou makest it to rest at noon”.  Think of what the Lord Jesus can do for you, to enjoy being at rest with Him.  Not only would He give you food and sustain you, He would give you rest.  Why would there be any need for you to be anywhere else?  The food that He gives is food for the Christian pathway, food to sustain you in every trial and difficulty, food that will give you strength to overcome the enemy and all he would throw at you.  Then the Lord would cause you to be at rest in His love.  This loved one wanted to know something of this.  She was enquiring of the shepherd here.  She did not want to be as those who were veiled “Beside the flocks of thy companions”.  They were not evil persons; they were “the flocks of thy companions”, but she wanted to be with Him.  We may want to take our place elsewhere and be identified with others; we can have a fixation with that.  Dear friend, she recognised that there was more than that, “why should I be as one veiled Beside the flocks of thy companions?”.  She recognised that the shepherd was the only one who could give her complete satisfaction.  I trust that we will find that to be true as we go on in the Christian pathway.  We may find there is great opposition, and that persons are turning away from the food.  How solemn that is, but the only true food is from the One who is our Resource, the Shepherd who has the food.  The Lord is able to give us that.  There is no food anywhere else which will give us satisfaction.  The food that God gives, the food that the Shepherd gives, is for ever, it is abiding and it will give complete satisfaction!

Then he responds to her “If thou know not, thou fairest among women”.  Think of the Lord’s estimation of you, dear friend.  He takes account of the loved one, He says “thou fairest among women”.  There was no other!  “Go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock”.  Following the footsteps of the flock relates you to the Shepherd.  What will these footsteps be?  Perhaps we could recognise them in what the apostle Paul wrote as to righteousness, faith, love and peace in 2 Timothy 2.  “If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, in separating himself from them, he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work.  But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace” (vv.21,22).  Those would be the footsteps of the flock.  How we would long to see that.  I would desire that each of us would be found in those footsteps following the Lord as our Shepherd and being maintained.  So if I was going away and if I had an appreciation of the Shepherd, I would recognise that the footsteps of the flock would lead me back to the Shepherd.  He would desire to have us know His own personal love, but He would remind us that there is a way to be in the good of it by following the footsteps of the flock.

Then he would also give the word “And feed thy kids beside the shepherds’ booths”.  The loved one would care for the flock, and in that sense she would have an appreciation of the Shepherd.  We see that later in the Song of Songs; there are others attracted by her love.  If one is attracted to the Shepherd, that would attract others.  Not that the attraction would be to that person, because the desire would be to attract them to the true Shepherd.  So that the shepherd characteristic comes out in her, as it should come out in us.  I feel the edge of the word coming to me.  What am I going to do in that sense as representing the Shepherd here?  Am I someone who will be going on with him, and have such an impression of Him that it attracts others to Him.  Am I going to be available to those who are in need, to attract them back to the Shepherd?  I trust each one of us will take on these characteristics because it is needed at this time.  There is a great need for shepherding and each one of us can take it on.  It is a service of love, and the Shepherd would desire to attract us into it.

Hebrews refers to the great Shepherd.  We have had the good Shepherd and now we have the great Shepherd.  “But the God of peace, who brought again from among the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, in the power of the blood of the eternal covenant, perfect you in every good work to the doing of his will, doing in you what is pleasing before him through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for the ages of ages.  Amen”.  I feel how challenging this is, dear brethren.  The language of scripture is so strong here.  It is beautiful to see that the power of the great Shepherd of the sheep is available by “the blood of the eternal covenant,” and it will “perfect you in every good work to the doing of his will”.  It is His own work.  The Shepherd takes account of His own work and it is perfect.  Another scripture says “he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ’s day”, Phil.1:6.  What a prospect, dear friend!  What an attitude for divine Persons to take.  While things might not look good on the surface, God is going to take each individual and perfect His work in them.  We long for that.

Finally we read the verse in 1 Peter about the chief Shepherd.  Peter had known the Lord as Shepherd in his own experience.  Peter wrote “The elders which are among you I exhort, who am their fellow-elder ... shepherd the flock of God which is among you”.  My exercise is that we should find this flock of God “which is among you”.  Shepherding the flock of God is a wonderful thing to take account of because the flock belongs to the Shepherd and reminds you of the Shepherd.  We mentioned earlier on as to the thought of the saints being divine property.  God is taking account of His saints.  They have been placed here by God, and the word goes out by the Spirit to form them, so there is divine formation and what is spiritual can be added.  Peter would have had this in mind when he was writing about this, that the fathers would be attending to it.  There is affection connected with the shepherding of the flock of God; it is so vital and such necessary work.  God would give us a greater sense of finding what there is in the saints and appreciating it more.  Dear young brother and sister, there is what is special of Christ in each one of us.  God gives us the privilege of taking account of it, but we are not only just to take account of it, but to help one another.  “Shepherd the flock of God … not by necessity, but willingly; not for base gain, but readily; not as lording it over your possessions, but being models for the flock”.  One of the best things that has been said to me is, if you want to be a help to the saints, go on yourself.  The attitude of mind is that you should be doing something for them.  I can promise you that when it comes to spiritual things, God desires to work in you first before He will work through you.  I have proved that.  God has passed me through different things and He has taught me through various experiences, but His desire is that we might do something for Him so that each one of us might become morally formed for Him.  So that, “when the chief shepherd is manifested ye shall receive the unfading crown of glory”.  Think of the power of the Shepherd to give this unfading crown of glory.

I wanted to bring before us the Lord Jesus as the chief Shepherd.  It says in prophecy that others will come who will profess to be shepherds, but there is only one true Shepherd and He is the chief Shepherd.  He would want us to know this and prove it so that as we go on, we would know the stability of it, we would know what it is to be with Him and to prove His power and His leading and His guiding and His feeding and His giving us rest.

May we do so for His name’s sake.

Address at Calgary

14 February 2015

D. Klassen

 


Scripture references

John 10:2-30 (JND) [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. [4] When he has put forth all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice. [5] But they will not follow a stranger, but will flee from him, because they know not the voice of strangers. [6] This allegory spoke Jesus to them, but they did not know what it was [of] which he spoke to them. [7] Jesus therefore said again to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. [8] All whoever came before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not hear them. [9] I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture. [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly. [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep: [12] but he who serves for wages, and who is not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf seizes them and scatters the sheep. [13] Now he who serves for wages flees because he serves for wages, and is not himself concerned about the sheep. …

John 10:2-30 (JND) [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. [4] When he has put forth all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice. [5] But they will not follow a stranger, but will flee from him, because they know not the voice of strangers. [6] This allegory spoke Jesus to them, but they did not know what it was [of] which he spoke to them. [7] Jesus therefore said again to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. [8] All whoever came before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not hear them. [9] I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture. [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly. [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep: [12] but he who serves for wages, and who is not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf seizes them and scatters the sheep. [13] Now he who serves for wages flees because he serves for wages, and is not himself concerned about the sheep. …

Song of Solomon 1:7-8 (JND) [7] Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth, Where thou feedest [thy flock], Where thou makest it to rest at noon; For why should I be as one veiled Beside the flocks of thy companions? [8] If thou know not, thou fairest among women, Go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock, And feed thy kids beside the shepherds' booths.

Song of Solomon 1:7-8 (JND) [7] Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth, Where thou feedest [thy flock], Where thou makest it to rest at noon; For why should I be as one veiled Beside the flocks of thy companions? [8] If thou know not, thou fairest among women, Go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock, And feed thy kids beside the shepherds' booths.

Song of Solomon 1:7-8 (JND) [7] Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth, Where thou feedest [thy flock], Where thou makest it to rest at noon; For why should I be as one veiled Beside the flocks of thy companions? [8] If thou know not, thou fairest among women, Go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock, And feed thy kids beside the shepherds' booths.

Hebrews 13:20-21 (JND) [20] But the God of peace, who brought again from among [the] dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, in [the power of the] blood of [the] eternal covenant, [21] perfect you in every good work to the doing of his will, doing in you what is pleasing before him through Jesus Christ; to whom [be] glory for the ages of ages. Amen.

Hebrews 13:20-21 (JND) [20] But the God of peace, who brought again from among [the] dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, in [the power of the] blood of [the] eternal covenant, [21] perfect you in every good work to the doing of his will, doing in you what is pleasing before him through Jesus Christ; to whom [be] glory for the ages of ages. Amen.

Hebrews 13:20-21 (JND) [20] But the God of peace, who brought again from among [the] dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, in [the power of the] blood of [the] eternal covenant, [21] perfect you in every good work to the doing of his will, doing in you what is pleasing before him through Jesus Christ; to whom [be] glory for the ages of ages. Amen.

1 Peter 5:1-4 (JND) [1] The elders which [are] among you I exhort, who [am their] fellow-elder and witness of the sufferings of the Christ, who also [am] partaker of the glory about to be revealed: [2] shepherd the flock of God which [is] among you, exercising oversight, not by necessity, but willingly; not for base gain, but readily; [3] not as lording it over your possessions, but being models for the flock. [4] And when the chief shepherd is manifested ye shall receive the unfading crown of glory.

Psalms 79:13 (JND) [13] And we, thy people and the sheep of thy pasture, will give thanks unto thee for ever; we will shew forth thy praise from generation to generation.

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

John 18:9 (JND) [9] that the word might be fulfilled which he spoke, [As to] those whom thou hast given me, I have not lost one of them.

Isaiah 33:6 (JND) [6] and he shall be the stability of thy times, the riches of salvation, wisdom and knowledge: the fear of Jehovah shall be your treasure.

Psalms 23 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

Philippians 1:6 (JND) [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day:



THE LORD DOES NOT DELAY HIS COMING


2 Peter 3:3-9;  Exodus 32:1-4;  Luke 13:23-25;  12:35-37;

  1 Corinthians 11:23-26

These scriptures speak about the absence of Christ, which marks the time we are in; we feel His absence.  But the world does not feel it; men have everything arranged so that they can do without Him, they have decided to live their lives without Christ.  When the scripture refers to persons, “having no hope, and without God in the world” (Eph.2:12), it is persons without Christ, without salvation.  Is there anybody here that does not feel what is happening in the absence of Christ?  He is coming again, and the preaching will proceed during this wonderful period of grace until He comes.  I read about persons who mocked, “Where is the promise of his coming?”.  When Christ comes as the Sun of righteousness, He will awaken the world, but He is risen in our hearts.  The morning star is for those who are awake during His absence.  What glad tidings we have to preach!

Do you want to go on in misery?  I know what it is like to live in misery.  I once thought the world and its amusements would satisfy me, but when you get into your room at night, and the lights go out, what have you got?  Nothing!  Not a thing.  That is what the world is like.  Tell me, young friend with your life ahead of you, are you going to put your hopes and your aspirations in this world?  This world is for judgment.  It is a solemn thing that judgment awaits the world.  Persons are still saying, “Where is the promise of his coming? for from the time the fathers fell asleep all things remain thus from the beginning of the creation”.  And then Peter wrote, “For this is hidden from them”.  Until they get light in their souls, they do not see what is in the mind of God and things are hidden from them.  So Peter wrote about how “the then world”, that was the world of Noah’s time, “deluged with water, perished”.  They were marrying and giving in marriage until the moment that Noah went into the ark and the door closed (Matt.24:38).  They were without God, and they perished.  They did not realise how solemn a position they were in.

Then after the Old Testament times came the incarnation, the incoming of Christ.  God’s view was the very widest.  Simeon spoke of the “revelation of the Gentiles”, Luke 2:32.  All men were in mind through Christ coming in.  The Son of Man is towards all men.  The glad tidings are preached to all men.  What glad tidings they are, and it is for you, dear friend, to come in to the family of God.  God desires through the gospel to bring you into His family.

Then Peter writes “The Lord does not delay his promise, as some account of delay, but is longsuffering towards you, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance”.  There is no delay with the Lord.  If anybody is here with their sins not met righteously, the glad tidings are good news for you.  The wages of sin is death, and if you die in your sins you will be raised in your sins, but the glad tidings are preached to save you for ever.  Believers will never come under judgment.  If you are under the shelter of the blood of Christ, you will never, ever stand before the great white throne and there will never ever be judgment on you.  That is tremendous.  It fills your soul with the grace of God.  Think of Saul of Tarsus; he was the chief of sinners, but God is “not willing that any should perish”.  Once you have put your faith in Christ, peace floods into your soul and you know you have it.  The glad tidings began with Christ Himself; they were preached by the apostles, and the gospel is continuing now.  The glad tidings are still God’s power to salvation.  Persons are still mocking, “Where is the promise of his coming?”, but He has promised, and lovers of Christ hold to that promise.  We are looking for Him to come. Now in Exodus 32, Moses delayed to come down; he was up on Mount Sinai with God, receiving the tables of testimony.  The people were down below with Aaron; they made this proposal “make us a god, who will go before us”, and Aaron made the golden calf.  .There is an alternative proposed right away, and they brought idolatry into the camp.  Moses was out of their minds.  They said, “This is thy god, Israel, who has brought thee up out of the land of Egypt!”.  Who had done that?  God had brought them out of Egypt.  Think of the power of God parting the Red Sea, and Israel going through on dry land.  The Egyptians perished in it, but the people went through.  Then, when they murmured, God gave them the manna and He gave them the quails to eat.  That was divine provision.  But here they say, “This is thy god”.  It shows how idolatry comes in so easily. They overlooked the Red Sea; they wanted to go back to Egypt, but you cannot go back over the Red Sea.  It is what has been accomplished in the death of Christ.  The two and a half tribes went over the Jordan and fought in the land, and then they went back across the Jordan.  Your enjoyment of the spiritual things of Christianity is over Jordan, and if you lose that enjoyment, you may as it were return to the east side of the Jordan, but you cannot go back over the Red Sea.  Once you are saved, you always belong to Christ.

In chapter 13 of Luke’s gospel, someone asked Jesus, “Sir, are such as are to be saved few in number?  But he said unto them, Strive with earnestness to enter in through the narrow door”.  Why is it narrow?  Three thousand souls were secured in the beginning of the Acts, but God has His terms which He sets out in the gospel.  Did God make a bigger door for them?  No, the narrow door is there.  It is God’s terms; repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.  There is a definite way to come into salvation.  This question was to the Lord, “are such as are to be saved few in number?”.  There will be a universe for God; think of the multitudes that there will be for God, resulting from the way He has presented Himself in the glad tidings.  And so Jesus said, “Strive with earnestness to enter in through the narrow door, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter in and will not be able”.  That is sobering.  Then the master of the house arises and closes the door.  Once the Lord comes and those that are Christ’s are taken to be with Him, persons may actually come to the door of this hall and it will be locked.  That is sobering.  As long as the door was open, the favour was there, but when the master of the house arises and closes the door, they will come, and they will knock.  “From the time that the master of the house shall have risen up and shall have shut the door”, they will come.  That is why this time of the absence of Christ is not to be neglected.  The opportunity is now, because the time of grace will close immediately Christ comes.  That is a sobering thought for sinners.  But for us that are saved, what a hope, what a joy to be with our Saviour!  There is nothing more appealing to our hearts.  We will see Him face to face.  It will be indescribable joy for ever.

In Luke chapter 12 Jesus says “Blessed are those bondmen whom the lord on coming shall find watching; verily I say unto you, that he will gird himself and make them recline at table, and coming up will serve them”.  Think of the Lord girding Himself and making them recline at table.  Is that not beautiful?  What a Saviour He is – an all the way through Saviour.  He has dealt with our history, dealt with our sins.  He confirms us in the way, gives us strength when we need it, comfort when we need it, peace when we need it.  He is an all the way through Saviour.  Think of that coming day, when He “coming up will serve them”.  Is that not beautiful?  What a blessed Man He is!  What a blessed Saviour, a real Saviour; He is presented as a real Saviour to you today.

Now I just wanted to touch a moment on 1 Corinthians 11.  It is “until he come”.  We spoke in the reading about the breaking of bread.  You must have a solid foundation of salvation in your soul before you would want to remember the Lord in the breaking of bread.  If you have that solid foundation in your soul, then it is normal to express your appreciation of the Lord Jesus.  It says here, “For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come”.  That scripture, I believe, has been held by believers through the whole dispensation, with this in view, “until he come”.  I believe that the Supper has always been, and always will be, maintained.  I appeal to your heart that this is open to you to have your part in now.  

Brethren, what a hope we have; it is a glad tidings of hope.  In John 14, Jesus said “I go to prepare you a place; and … I am coming again”, (v 3).  He Himself is coming and He will take us into that prepared place.  We have one outlook and that is the glory of the blessed God.  God has made Himself known in the incarnation, and now He is maintaining this dispensation through the Spirit in the power and grace that belongs to Him alone.  Grace is presiding in this wonderful relationship into which God has entered with men.  Soon the rapture of believers will take place.  We will all be caught up to be with Christ; we have that hope.  Then the Lord Jesus will come in His power to reign; how glorious that will be.  I trust that God will bless the word for His name’s sake.

Preaching of the gospel, Dorking

19 January 2014

N.J. Henry

 


Scripture references

2 Peter 3:3-9 (JND) [3] knowing this first, that there shall come at [the] close of the days mockers with mocking, walking according to their own lusts, [4] and saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for from the time the fathers fell asleep all things remain thus from [the] beginning of [the] creation. [5] For this is hidden from them through their own wilfulness, that heavens were of old, and an earth, having its subsistence out of water and in water, by the word of God, [6] through which [waters] the then world, deluged with water, perished. [7] But the present heavens and the earth by his word are laid up in store, kept for fire unto a day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. [8] But let not this one thing be hidden from you, beloved, that one day with [the] Lord [is] as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. [9] [The] Lord does not delay his promise, as some account of delay, but is longsuffering towards you, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Exodus 32:1-4 (JND) [1] And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people collected together to Aaron, and said to him, Up, make us a god, who will go before us; for this Moses, the man that has brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what is become of him! [2] And Aaron said to them, Break off the golden rings that are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring [them] to me. [3] Then all the people broke off the golden rings that were in their ears, and brought [them] to Aaron. [4] And he took [them] out of their hand, and fashioned it with a chisel and made of it a molten calf: and they said, This is thy god, Israel, who has brought thee up out of the land of Egypt!

Luke 13:23-25 (JND) [23] And one said to him, Sir, [are] such as are to be saved few in number? But he said unto them, [24] Strive with earnestness to enter in through the narrow door, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter in and will not be able. [25] From the time that the master of the house shall have risen up and shall have shut the door, and ye shall begin to stand without and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, open to us; and he answering shall say to you, I know you not whence ye are:

Luke 12:35-37 (JND) [35] Let your loins be girded about, and lamps burning; [36] and *ye* like men who wait their own lord whenever he may leave the wedding, that when he comes and knocks, they may open to him immediately. [37] Blessed are those bondmen whom the lord [on] coming shall find watching; verily I say unto you, that he will gird himself and make them recline at table, and coming up will serve them.

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (JND) [23] For *I* received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me. [25] In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood: this do, as often as ye shall drink [it], in remembrance of me. [26] For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come.

Ephesians 2:12 (JND) [12] that ye were at that time without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:

Matthew 24:38 (JND) [38] For as they were in the days which were before the flood, eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day on which Noe entered into the ark,

Luke 2:32 (JND) [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

Exodus 32 (JND) [1] And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people collected together to Aaron, and said to him, Up, make us a god, who will go before us; for this Moses, the man that has brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what is become of him! [2] And Aaron said to them, Break off the golden rings that are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring [them] to me. [3] Then all the people broke off the golden rings that were in their ears, and brought [them] to Aaron. …

Luke 12 (JND) [1] In those [times], the myriads of the crowd being gathered together, so that they trod one on another, he began to say to his disciples first, Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy; [2] but there is nothing covered up which shall not be revealed, nor secret that shall not be known; [3] therefore whatever ye have said in the darkness shall be heard in the light, and what ye have spoken in the ear in chambers shall be proclaimed upon the housetops. …

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …



EXTRACT


“… there is a moral idea connected with the head, that is, you get direction from the head.  Look at the expression here; "entering into things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by the mind of his flesh" (Col.2:18).  It is all the exaltation of man -- he has confidence in himself.  When you lose confidence in yourself you turn to Christ as Head.  When a man is self-confident he turns to his own head, he trusts his own mind.  When he loses confidence in his own mind that is holding the Head.  I think people all go wrong, because they trust themselves in divine things, and their own thoughts and opinions. Men who do that are not holding the Head.”

F.E. Raven Vol.13 p.325

 


Scripture references

Colossians 2:18 (JND) [18] Let no one fraudulently deprive you of your prize, doing his own will in humility and worship of angels, entering into things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by the mind of his flesh,



THE BURDENS OF THE TESTIMONY


Matthew 11:20, 25-30;  2 Corinthians 11:28

In this scripture in Matthew’s gospel, the Lord Jesus was feeling that there was so little response to His service in the different places which are mentioned.  “Then began he to reproach the cities in which most of his works of power had taken place, because they had not repented”.  It is clear that He felt the lack of response to His service, to the works of power which He had carried out, and He immediately turned to the Father.  “At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth”.  When there was no answer from these cities, He provided an answer in Himself according to the Father’s mind.  “I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes”.  The Lord Jesus recognised the Father in His sovereign operations and He said, “Yea, Father, for thus has it been well-pleasing in thy sight”.  He recognised what the Father was pleased to do and He spoke of the way in which “All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son but the Father, nor does any one know the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son may be pleased to reveal him”.  That is, the revelation of the Father is by the Son; He is pleased to reveal the Father’s name to persons.

Then we get this appeal, and this was what was particularly in my heart tonight, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”.  I know that this appeal has been used in the preaching of the glad tidings and many souls have found blessing in coming to the Lord Jesus with their burdens and soul needs.  He would not turn such persons away.  But I wondered if we might view it in the light of the burdens which are being carried in the testimony and in relation to the Lord’s interests.  The Lord had already expressed Himself as to the burden that He carried; He had spoken to the Father about it.  He was concerned that there should be those who labour and are burdened in regard to His interests and in regard to His testimony.  So He says “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”.  It is a great thing to realise that we can feel with the Lord Jesus in how He feels in regard to what is happening to His testimony and in relation to His interests.  “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart”.

What an encouragement that is, to take His yoke upon us and learn from Him, the One who is meek and lowly in heart.  That is the kind of Person He is.  How beautiful, dear brethren, to think of the Lord Jesus in this way.  Then He says “and ye shall find rest to your souls; for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”.  He is looking for persons who are prepared to feel along with Himself what is happening in His testimony and in relation to His interests.  “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me”.  We can learn from Him how He is carrying these things.  He carries all the saints on His breast and on His shoulders1.  We were helped on Lord’s day to see His service as our great High Priest and what He would do in sustaining His people in relation to God.  So we are to take His yoke upon us and learn from Him; it says “for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”.  We find that it is easy and light as He shares it with us, for we share with Him in what is upon His heart and His mind.  Then “ye shall find rest to your souls” saves us from becoming obsessed with things that may be happening.  We can be restful in the sense that the Lord is over all.  He took account of the Father as being over all and as all things are given into His hands, we can take account of the Lord Jesus being over all.

In the chapter of Corinthians from which we read, Paul wrote about a long list of the things which he had suffered.  I did not read them; I do not think Paul really wanted to speak about them but he was compelled to do so.  After that, he wrote “Besides those things that are without” – these would be the things which he had listed, which he had borne in suffering and the dangers he had gone through – “Besides those things that are without, the crowd of cares pressing on me daily”.  Think of how much Paul carried in his spirit, these matters pressing on him daily, “the burden of all the assemblies”.  I think he carried them in the sense of being yoked with the Lord Jesus, carrying “the crowd of cares” feelingly with Him.  The “burden of all the assemblies” would be in relation to the saints.  How much Paul was engaged in, “the burden of all the assemblies”.  We get certain examples given to us.  For example, in Paul’s work at Corinth, how much he evidently felt the strife and divisions which had come in there, and how people were following the wrong man in principle.  Paul had only one Man before him, “Jesus Christ, and him crucified” (1 Cor.2:2), which would mean the end of every other man.  Then we get an example of what pressed on Paul’s spirit in relation to the assemblies in Galatia.  How much he felt the wrong teaching which had come in there and the effect of it on the saints, and he brought out his concern about them, his feelings about them.  I think that these are just two examples to show us the kind of burdens which Paul carried in his spirit.  It would show us that he was someone who had taken on the Lord’s appeal to come to Him and to take His yoke upon him.  Paul had responded to that; he was very near to the Lord Jesus in the matters which he carried, “the burden of all the assemblies”.  How extensive were Paul’s feelings and thoughts in relation to them, and I am sure that the Lord Jesus valued that because He would feel these things too.

I thought the Lord might encourage us.  There are many things burdening the dear brethren and it would help us to realise that the Lord values persons who are prepared to take on His yoke and learn from Him.  May the Lord bless the word.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Dundee

17 March 2015

J. Strachan

 


Scripture references

Matthew 11:20-30 (JND) [20] Then began he to reproach the cities in which most of his works of power had taken place, because they had not repented. [21] Woe to thee, Chorazin! woe to thee Bethsaida! for if the works of power which have taken place in you, had taken place in Tyre and Sidon, they had long ago repented in sackcloth and ashes. [22] But I say to you, that it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in judgment-day than for you. [23] And *thou*, Capernaum, who hast been raised up to heaven, shalt be brought down even to hades. For if the works of power which have taken place in thee, had taken place in Sodom, it had remained until this day. [24] But I say to you, that it shall be more tolerable for [the] land of Sodom in judgment-day than for thee. [25] At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes. [26] Yea, Father, for thus has it been well-pleasing in thy sight. [27] All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son but the Father, nor does any one know the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son may be pleased to reveal [him]. [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; [30] for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

2 Corinthians 11:28 (JND) [28] Besides those things that are without, the crowd [of cares] pressing on me daily, the burden of all the assemblies.

1 Corinthians 2:2 (JND) [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified.



CONFIDENCE


2 Corinthians 1:19-22;  Revelation 1:12,13;  Hebrews 4:14-16

I would like to speak about one consequence of divine grace, which is that the believer has confidence in God.  We are living in a day when things are uncertain.  The world is very uncertain and people are afraid because of it.  There is nothing in the world that is stable.  There will never be anything stable apart from what is of God.  We were reminded recently of the scripture in Hebrews that even things that the Lord made, the works of His hands, are only for a time (Heb.1:10,11).  That refers to the physical creation – the earth and the heavens – which will all be rolled up and done away with.  But there are things that remain; the word of the Lord abides for ever, and we can have confidence in it.  We can have confidence in it because we can have confidence in Him.

The context of this passage in Corinthians is criticism of the apostle Paul.  I do not want to say too much about that, but Paul had said that he would go to Corinth and then he did not go.  There were those who said about him, ‘One day he says yes, and the next day he says no’.  Paul sets out that there was a reason for the change – he did not go in order to spare them.  But he takes this as an opportunity to speak about the Lord Jesus, the Son of God, the One whom Paul had preached among them, and he says, ‘There is nothing changeable about Him’;  “in him is the yea, and in him the amen”.  I remember a brother saying that in the Lord Jesus coming into manhood, we see that “in him is the yea”.  He came in to do the will of God.  He came into a scene where every man was doing his own will, but He had said, “Lo, I come … to do, O God, thy will”, Heb.10:7.  How was the will of God going to be established?  The Lord Jesus came in as the “yea”.  Then when He was taken up into heaven, the great work had been accomplished, and He was “the amen”.  Everything had been settled, nothing could follow that.  Everything was secured for God; Jesus Christ was “the amen”.  “For whatever promises of God there are, in him is the yea, and in him the amen, for glory to God by us”.  Does your heart not go out to God when you take account of what the Lord Jesus has done?  Is it not right that there should be glory to God?  Think of the greatness of the divine plan, and it was all committed into the hands of Jesus.  John tells us that “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand”, John 3:35.  That will be seen publicly in a day to come, when the government of the whole world will be in the hands of Christ.  What confidence God has in Christ!  He did not need to be tested like men need to be.  In man’s world, someone is given a little responsibility and if they discharge it, they are given a little more.  But the Father has given all things into the hands of Christ; those capable hands could never fail.  Everything will be brought about by that glorious One, and He has given us to understand something of that.

That is why I read the next two verses, because God would establish us in Christ, the One in whom God has total confidence.  How can I be sure about that?  The believer is sealed by the Holy Spirit.  It is the sign that we belong to God.  It is a mark of His ownership, in order that we should be serviceable to Him, and represent Christ in the scene where He is not to be found publicly.  God has also given us the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.  The earnest means that we have the enjoyment of the real thing.  It is not just that He has told us about our heavenly portion, but in the gift of the Holy Spirit we have the earnest.  We have the ability to enter into our heavenly blessings, even though we are still waiting for the time when these bodies will be changed, and we will have conditions that are suited to Him.

In Revelation, John saw the Lord Jesus in a judicial way.  He had not seen Him like this before.  The Lord Jesus appeared to John, reviewing the state of the church.  We think of what Christendom has become, but what we see here is that there is One who is in the midst of seven golden lamps.  Later in verse 16 it says, “and having in his right hand seven stars”.  This was a sight that John had never seen before and he fell at His feet as dead.  This was John the beloved apostle, who knew what it was to lean on the breast of Jesus.  He knew His love.  John wrote his gospel as the disciple whom Jesus loved.  John is a wonderful writer.  He wrote his epistles as a father, he wrote the Revelation as a brother and he wrote his gospel as a lover.  John saw the One who loved him, yet he fell at His feet as dead.  But it was the same Jesus; He laid His right hand upon John and said, “Fear not”.  John was about to be shown things that would make anyone fearful.  The whole future of the earth was about to be unfolded to him, scenes in which we will never have part, through God’s mercy, terrible events such as have never taken place in the history of the world.  The Lord Jesus goes on to say, “The seven stars are angels of the seven assemblies” (v.20).  In the English Bible the translator has put a footnote in the next chapter, which tells us that the meaning of the angel is a ‘symbolical representative of the assembly seen in those responsible in it, which indeed all really are’ (note ‘e’ to Rev.2:20).  That means that the seven stars represent those who are responsible in local assemblies, and that includes all of us.

The Lord Jesus speaks of the seven stars in His right hand.  Keep yourself in the hands of Jesus.  We can be confident that He will maintain things.  Circumstances may become difficult, and the apostle Paul wrote that in the last days difficult times will be there (2 Tim.3:1).  I am quite sure we are in the last days, but the Lord Jesus never relinquishes His hold of the seven stars.  We sang:-

‘He by His church has always stood:’    (Hymn 107)

and He will maintain it until the end.  There will always be something which is wholly for Christ.  It must be so because a divine Person has taken up His abode here.  The Holy Spirit has worked in the hearts of believers, souls are drawn to Christ and to one another, centred in Christ and in faithfulness to Him.  All this is the work of a divine Person and that can never fail.  The seven stars remain in His right hand.  You read the addresses that follow.  Will Laodicea remain?  There are overcomers in Laodicea and they have a promise just as the overcomers in Philadelphia have; these precious promises go right through.  So let us be encouraged, beloved brethren.  Let us have confidence in divine Persons.  

We may wonder how we will manage, how will we get through in difficult times?  Well, the Lord Jesus appears in another way in Hebrews, as our great High Priest.  How great He is – Jesus the Son of God.  The apostle wrote, “hold fast the confession”; our High Priest has been in these circumstances.  He knows what it is to experience the difficulties of life here; He has experienced them himself, so He would say “hold fast”.  We have Christ as an example.  He has been tempted in all things in like manner, and there is resource available in Him.  So the writer says, “Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace”.  That throne is always available; there is no fear in approaching that throne.  In the book of Esther, there was a very different kind of throne.  If somebody approached that throne without being called, there was immediate punishment, unless the royal sceptre was extended.  The sceptre is extended now.  Have confidence in that!  Christ is in glory, it is a day of grace.  That golden sceptre is stretched out now and every one of us can approach the throne with boldness.  What we experience is that we “receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help”.  We do not have yesterday’s help for today, there is fresh help for every day, there is grace for the moment.  In that sense we do not have to be concerned about the grace needed for tomorrow, because if we are still here tomorrow, there will be fresh grace and it will always be available in order to sustain the saints until the Lord comes.  He will come!  It says, “he that comes will come, and will not delay”, Heb.10:37.   In Peter’s epistle we find that there were those who mocked, and they said, “Where is the promise of his coming?”, 2 Pet.3:4.  We can have confidence in the promise of His coming; it is in the hearts of His own.  That is where it is treasured; that is what we are looking for.  It will be the next great event, to see Him as He is and to gaze upon that face now shining in glory.  He has taken account of His own here below, maintained them in their weakness, encouraged them in their links together and strengthened them to go through to the end.

So the apostle later in this book says, “Cast not away therefore your confidence … ye have need of endurance”, Heb.10:35,36.  We must endure.  If the pathway was not an easy one for Jesus, why should it be for us?  Then the writer says, “looking stedfastly on Jesus”, Heb.12:2.  Even if we have to speak about things which may be difficult, let us keep Jesus before us.  Always pursue what is normal, and that way we are not diverted by things which the enemy would bring in.  We can have confidence in the Lord Jesus.

Now I want to refer to the Book of Proverbs.  In chapter 31, it says, “Who can find a woman of worth? for her price is far above rubies.  The heart of her husband confideth in her, and he shall have no lack of spoil” (vv.10,11).  The Lord Jesus has something on the earth now that is reliable, and His heart can confide in it.  There is certainty that He shall have no lack of spoil; there will be increase.  The Lord Jesus is assured that there will be increase.  How will He get it?  When will He get it?  He gets it now, and He will get it in fulness when He claims the assembly for Himself.  His heart confides in the assembly.  How does He do that?  He does it through the saints who make up the assembly.  When we receive some impartation from Christ and take it into His presence and go over it with him, it will result in something richer, some increase in the service of God.  Can I make a difference?  I may feel that what I have is so small, but think of the accumulation of it all.  If you look around this room and add it all together, how many years’ worth of experience with God has there been?  It is not all the same; everyone has his or her own link with Christ and the increase shows tremendous variety.  It is all for Him and He has confidence in it.  That is what He will take for Himself when He comes, when we hear that wonderful cry and we shall be changed.  There are dear saints who have gone before, who will be raised.  Thousands will answer to that voice and then later He will come and display it all, and He will be “wondered at in all that have believed”, 2 Thess.1:10.  How right it is that He will have no lack of spoil.  It will all be His.

That was my simple impression, beloved.  The Father has confidence in Christ, and we can have confidence in Him.  The assembly will be preserved and there is divine workmanship in the assembly which He has confidence in.  May we be encouraged by these words until He comes, for His name’s sake.
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Scripture references

2 Corinthians 1:19-22 (JND) [19] For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, he who has been preached by us among you (by me and Silvanus and Timotheus), did not become yea and nay, but yea *is* in him. [20] For whatever promises of God [there are], in him is the yea, and in him the amen, for glory to God by us. [21] Now he that establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, [is] God, [22] who also has sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.

Revelation 1:12-13 (JND) [12] And I turned back to see the voice which spoke with me; and having turned, I saw seven golden lamps, [13] and in the midst of the [seven] lamps [one] like [the] Son of man, clothed with a garment reaching to the feet, and girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle:

Hebrews 4:14-16 (JND) [14] Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession. [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart. [16] Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help.

Hebrews 1:10-11 (JND) [10] And, *Thou* in the beginning, Lord, hast founded the earth, and works of thy hands are the heavens. [11] They shall perish, but *thou* continuest still; and they all shall grow old as a garment,

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.

Revelation 2:20 (JND) [20] But I have against thee that thou permittest the woman Jezebel, she who calls herself prophetess, and she teaches and leads astray my servants to commit fornication and eat of idol sacrifices.

2 Timothy 3:1 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there;

Hebrews 10:37 (JND) [37] For yet a very little while he that comes will come, and will not delay.

2 Peter 3:4 (JND) [4] and saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for from the time the fathers fell asleep all things remain thus from [the] beginning of [the] creation.

Hebrews 10:35-36 (JND) [35] Cast not away therefore your confidence, which has great recompense. [36] For ye have need of endurance in order that, having done the will of God, ye may receive the promise.

Hebrews 12:2 (JND) [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

2 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] when he shall have come to be glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed, (for our testimony to you has been believed,) in that day.



Notes


	[←1]
	 See Exodus 28:9-21




Scripture references

Exodus 28:9-21 (JND) [9] And thou shalt take two onyx stones, and engrave on them the names of the children of Israel: [10] six of their names on the one stone, and the six names of the rest on the other stone, according to their birth. [11] According to the work of an engraver in stone, as the engravings of a seal, shalt thou engrave the two stones with the names of the sons of Israel; surrounded by enclosures of gold shalt thou make them. [12] And thou shalt put the two stones upon the shoulder-pieces of the ephod [as] stones of memorial for the children of Israel; and Aaron shall bear their names before Jehovah upon his two shoulders for a memorial. [13] And thou shalt make enclosures of gold; [14] and two chains of pure gold; of laced work shalt thou make them, of wreathen work, and fasten the wreathen chains to the enclosures. [15] And thou shalt make the breastplate of judgment of artistic work, like the work of the ephod thou shalt make it; of gold, blue, and purple, and scarlet, and twined byssus shalt thou make it. [16] Square shall it be, doubled; a span the length thereof, and a span the breadth thereof. [17] And thou shalt set in it settings of stones four rows of stones: [one] row, a sardoin, a topaz, and an emerald the first row; [18] and the second row, a carbuncle, a sapphire, and a diamond; [19] and the third row, an opal, an agate, and an amethyst; [20] and the fourth row, a chrysolite, and an onyx, and a jasper; enclosed in gold shall they be in their settings. …
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