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THE SERVICE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

N.McKay

Genesis 1:2; 2: 4-7; 8:6-12; 24:58,61

These scriptures show that what has been before us in these meetings [as to the Holy Spirit and His service - Ed] has been in the mind of God from the beginning.  God always had in mind to give of His Spirit to man; it was no afterthought.  The scriptures read also give us the character of the Spirit’s operations.

In Genesis 1 there was chaos and darkness, but the Spirit of God was seeking something for God.  At one time my heart was dark and chaotic, but the Holy Spirit waited patiently, constantly looking for some movement towards God.  The word “hovering” implies that continuous energy and vigilance which characterises the Spirit’s operations.  With every gospel preaching we listen to, every word we hear, the Spirit is waiting to make it real to us, anxious to make us responsive.  A divine Person has taken that position on our behalf - how affecting that is.  He is ready to react to any response, however little, in our hearts towards God.

In chapter 2 the Spirit is seen in type in relation to the formation of man.  Formation is a greater thought than creation - creation is an act of power of God, but formation involves time, skill, and detail.  It says “a mist went up from the earth, and moistened the whole surface of the ground”, and then God formed man.  The moistening made the ground impressionable, able to be shaped and formed.  It is like the Spirit working, preparing the ground, so that God can work in our souls.  In these meetings, the Spirit of God has been working in our souls, making us impressionable, and forming impressions.  Formation takes time; it is a continued patient working of God to form something for His pleasure within us over many years.  The Spirit of God makes my heart tender when I am occupied with Christ, but not if I please myself.

Genesis 8 speaks of a critical time in a believer’s history.  The Spirit is simply presented to us as a dove so that we can understand.  The raven and the dove were sent out by Noah.  When all around is judgement and death, the raven goes out into it, typifying the flesh in us.  It goes to and fro, and feeds on death and corruption.  It is restless.  Uneasiness comes in; we can never find rest for our souls in such conditions, we will never be satisfied in this world.  The dove is a picture of purity and tenderness, speaking of the Spirit of God dwelling in the believer.  How sensitive the dove is - it speaks of the sole of her foot, one of the most sensitive areas we have.  She returns to Noah, showing how there is no rest for the Spirit in such conditions.  Is it the raven or is it the dove that prevails with me?  The Spirit is looking for conditions in us, and in our localities, which are suited to Him - He is the Holy Spirit - in order that life may be found there.  “The mind of the Spirit life and peace” (Rom.8:6); He would stimulate such conditions, and help us in our link with the Lord Jesus.  The Spirit maintains our links with Christ where He is.

Genesis 24 is one of the most important chapters in the whole of Scripture.  It shows us how divine Persons are working to provide a suitable companion for Christ, for His satisfaction.  Abraham speaks of the Father, Isaac of the Son, and the servant speaks of the Spirit operating to secure a bride for the Son.  Rebecca is the second great type of the assembly after Eve, and she speaks to us of the formation of the assembly after the introduction of sin.  Rebecca has to do with the well, the servant, and the camels - all speaking of the Spirit in different ways.  She goes with the servant as a type of the assembly going with the Spirit to Christ.  The present time is a journey to a Man in another land.  The test is, will each of us go with the Spirit?  He would not lead us in different ways, to different churches, to where He is not free, or where He is quenched.  He is leading believers into assembly truth, that they might be for the Lord Jesus, and might know His present love.

These meetings raise the question with each one of us: in the language of Genesis 24, will we go with this man?  Let us be led by the Spirit into relations with Christ and into assembly truth, so that He is answered to.  May the Lord bless the word. 

Address at 3 day meetings, Mumbai
29 December 2012


Scripture references

Genesis 1:2 (JND) [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

Genesis 2:4-7 (JND) [4] These are the histories of the heavens and the earth, when they were created, in the day that Jehovah Elohim made earth and heavens, [5] and every shrub of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew; for Jehovah Elohim had not caused it to rain on the earth, and there was no man to till the ground. [6] But a mist went up from the earth, and moistened the whole surface of the ground. [7] And Jehovah Elohim formed Man, dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and Man became a living soul.

Genesis 8:6-12 (JND) [6] And it came to pass at the end of forty days that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made. [7] And he sent out the raven, which went forth going to and fro, until the waters were dried from the earth. [8] And he sent out the dove from him, to see if the waters had become low on the ground. [9] But the dove found no resting-place for the sole of her foot, and returned to him into the ark; for the waters were on the whole earth; and he put forth his hand, and took her, and brought her to him into the ark. [10] And he waited yet other seven days, and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark. [11] And the dove came to him at eventide; and behold, in her beak was an olive-leaf plucked off; and Noah knew that the waters had become low on the earth. [12] And he waited yet other seven days, and sent forth the dove; but she returned no more to him.

Genesis 24:58-61 (JND) [58] And they called Rebecca and said to her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go. [59] And they sent away Rebecca their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men. [60] And they blessed Rebecca, and said to her, Thou art our sister; mayest thou become thousands of tens of thousands; and may thy seed possess the gate of their enemies! [61] And Rebecca arose, and her maids, and they rode upon the camels, and followed the man. And the servant took Rebecca, and went away.

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Genesis 8 (JND) [1] And God remembered Noah, and all the animals, and all the cattle that were with him in the ark; and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided. [2] And the fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were closed, and the pour of rain from heaven was stopped. [3] And the waters retired from the earth, continually retiring; and in the course of a hundred and fifty days the waters abated. …

Romans 8:6 (JND) [6] For the mind of the flesh [is] death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …



HAVING THE ASSEMBLY IN OUR AFFECTIONS

D.C.Brown

Jeremiah 51:50;  Daniel 6:10;  Ezekiel 48:18,19; Isaiah 66:10-14

We have referred in the reading to the assembly in the figure of Jerusalem, the city (Rev.21).  I would ask every one of you, Is the assembly, as typified in Jerusalem as the place of divine administration, before your heart and before your mind constantly?  There is a reference in Ecclesiastes, “The labour of fools wearieth them, because they know not how to go to the city”, Ecc.10:15.  I would ask you, Do you know how to go to the city?  Do you know how to come into contact with what there is that Jerusalem represents, what relates to the assembly today?  Have you linked yourself with that, or are you one of those who are wearying themselves because they do not know the way to the city?

We began in Jeremiah with persons who have escaped the sword.  That is the first thing I would like to draw your attention to.  They are persons who have found mercy.  Has mercy reached you?  Do you know that in your heart?  Mercy would reach you, so that you should come into blessing, into the knowledge of the divine heart and divine thought.  God does not have in mind in the gospel that you should only escape the sword.  Thank God if you have escaped the sword of judgment because of the glory of the work of the Lord Jesus and its completion, because He is there at God’s right hand.  But God does not have in mind only that you should be enjoying that blessing.  He desires that He Himself should be before you, “remember Jehovah from afar”.  Remember Him, have Him in your heart, have Him in your thoughts, but then too, “let Jerusalem come into your mind”.  That is a test for you and for me.  As you do your work, or your schooling, or your domestic duties, whatever they are, how often does Jerusalem come into your mind?  How often are you thinking of the assembly?  You have to do your work, you have to study; you cannot exactly be thinking about the assembly all the time because you have responsibilities that you have to fulfil; but what happens to you when you are released from your responsibilities for a time?  Does Jerusalem come into your mind?  Is your mind towards God’s thoughts, God’s city, God’s assembly?

Jerusalem is a particularly beautiful thought in the mind of God.  A perfect administration of blessing according to Him will be seen in the world to come.  What a great day it will be when that glorious city will come down in “her shining”, Rev.21:11.  Then the whole earth will be under the benign influence of the assembly, and her glory will shine out for the benefit of mankind.  Israel will be there; there will be a literal city of Jerusalem on the earth to which these scriptures actually refer, but God has in mind the heavenly Jerusalem.  It exists in the assembly now, and the blessing of it is shining.  It will come out publicly in the world to come, but there is blessing now through spiritual administration in the assembly.  Has it come into your mind?  Many things can occupy our minds, they can occupy our thoughts.   How much there is according to this world, and this earth.  We have responsibilities, but when you are released from them, does Jerusalem come into your mind?  There were those who were released in the Acts and what did they do?  “They came to their own company”, Acts 4:23.  I think that is an early suggestion of the assembly; they came to their own.  What was in their minds and hearts?  The light had not been announced fully, nobody had set out the truth of the assembly at that stage, but it was a reality to their hearts.  As soon as they were free, that was where their mind was.  Does Jerusalem come into your mind?

Daniel was a person who was characterised in his heart and mind by that thought of Jerusalem.  We have to bear in mind a very interesting fact about Daniel; when it speaks of him in his house, it says, “his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem”.  What was Jerusalem like at that time?  There are very fine scriptural references to it in the Psalms, where it speaks of it as “Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King”, Ps.48:2.  It is very fine to have that view.  But if you had gone to Jerusalem in Daniel’s day, what would you have seen?  The walls broken, the place ruined, the persons taken away to Babylon.  If you look at the church, at the assembly as a public entity, you will see it in ruins.  You will see the church of Rome, the church of Scotland, the church of England, or whatever; a public ruin, and it will remain a public ruin.  What did Daniel have in his heart when he had his windows in his upper chamber opened, “his windows being open”?  What was his whole outlook and view in the midst of that time of desolation and ruin?  It was towards God’s whole thought of Jerusalem.  It was towards what God had in mind, God’s view of Jerusalem, “Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth”.

It is right at times to look at the ruin and understand that we are part of it, that we have a responsibility in it.  But my desire is for all of us to have in our hearts, God’s whole thought.  So we can rightly speak about the assembly this afternoon, despite the fact that in practice there are many who belong to the assembly with whom we could not enjoy full fellowship.  Yet we have to keep the whole thought in view; God has the whole thought in His view.  Keep it in view.  Have your windows open.  Daniel was going to pray, but he always had an outlook towards God’s whole thought of Jerusalem.  He could see the view of a city beautiful in elevation, he could see the bulwarks, he could see the towers and he could see all that was in glory and dignity before God.  Is that your view?  We sometimes become so occupied by failure, so occupied by different churches, different divisions.  These things would rightly humble us.  Why were the people in Babylon?  It was because of unfaithfulness.  Why is there ruin and division today?  Because of unfaithfulness.  I have had a part in that unfaithfulness.  Yet it is not to occupy your mind.  Occupy your heart and your mind with the whole thought in its reality, with what God has in His heart and in His mind.  Then you will do what you can to maintain what is faithful and right and true, and what is according to the level of that beauty in elevation.  Is that what you are doing?  You cannot rebuild Jerusalem, the assembly publicly, but you can enjoy its streets along with the people of God.  You can enjoy perfect administration in love, because God has a whole thought in view.  That is the divine heart and mind.

And then I go on to this interesting reference in Ezekiel to persons who serve the city.  I would ask you, Are you serving the city?  I cannot say I was familiar with this scripture.  I did not know that it existed until I found myself reading Ezekiel recently, and this struck me as I was thinking of this subject – serving the city.  Are we serving the city?  Are you acting, are you walking, are you committed in your actions and walk to serve what is of God in the light of the assembly here at the present time?  Men would desire to serve their fellow men, and you can give thanks to God for those who serve the welfare of others.  Some are concerned about the environment, what is of creation.  You would have some respect for persons like that, but that is not God’s mind and thought now.  His thought for us is that we should serve the assembly.  Are you acting that way?  Have you committed yourself in that way to serve the city?

I would put it to you that if you are to do that, you will need help, and you will need resource.  In relation to serving the city, I would put it to those who are younger; firstly, commit yourself to doing it; and secondly, ask God for a gift.   Gifts are set in the assembly.  Speak to God about it.  It is the will of God that His things should be maintained.  The meeting for ministry has to be maintained.  We are thankful for everyone who participates, those who bring in a word.  We desire that there should be gift.  Have you prayed for that?  Teaching is needed, prophets, shepherds and teachers.  You may say, ‘I can see a need’.  Speak to God about what need there may be; ask Him for a gift.  If you see there is a need of gift, ask Him for it; be prepared to serve the city.  There is a reference in Corinthians to the gift of helps (1 Cor.12:28).  You may say, ‘There is help needed to keep things going, to maintain what is for God’s pleasure; I can be a help’.  Are you prepared to be a help, to serve in that way?  But then, that is a gift.  Have you asked for that gift?  I would suggest to you; see what the need is, lay it before God.  Open your windows toward Jerusalem, have the assembly before you and be prepared and ready to serve the city.

There is resource needed, of course, but there is a very fine reference in verse 18.  We have this area of land, “and the increase thereof shall be for the support of them that serve the city”.  Think of the resource that there is on the divine side to help you.  You need help if you want to do what you can for the brethren.  I am not saying what that might be; it is for you to take that up with the Lord.  It may be very small or it may be very great.  You take it up as from the Lord whatever it is; there is resource for it, there is increase.  The Spirit of God is acting here; there is increase.  Where is the increase?  The increase is in the tillage.  There is a footnote here about this work; it says ‘cultivate’ as ‘till’.  You will have to work hard if there is to be increase, and there are others who are working hard.  You can be thankful for that.  It is not only to be your work, but you can be thankful for those who are working together at the tilling.  You may say, there is not much, but there is tilling, there is working.  It is where the food is, “Much food is in the tillage of the poor”, Prov.13:23.  In this company there are no prominent men of the world who are rich according to this world’s values and standards.  They are the poor of the flock, but there is much tillage there.  Believers can enjoy that; how much we cherish that as we gather.  As we read the Scriptures, as in simplicity we seek the word of God, we find there is increase, there is tillage.  There are persons working together; there is a supply so that you have what is needed to serve the city.  I include the sisters in that.  Every one has their part and place to help in serving the city.  Go before God, find out what He has for you to do, and work in it with Jerusalem, the assembly, before your mind.  Thus there will be worship, and you will be blessed.

What a wonderful end Isaiah comes to after much sorrow, and much burden in all these earlier chapters,.  He says, “Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all ye that love her”.  Do you love the assembly?  Is it something that is in your heart?  Who loves the assembly?  The Lord Jesus loves the assembly, as no one else loves it.  Do you want to grow in grace; do you want to grow in features of Christ?  You will grow like Him in love for the assembly.  The more you are like Christ, the more you will love His assembly.  Are you rejoicing in the richness, the fulness that there is in it?  It will be seen gloriously in the world to come, and we look forward to that wonderful time.  But we can see some of the glory of it even at the present time.  How wonderful it is.  “Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all ye that love her; rejoice for joy with her, all ye that mourn”.  It goes on to the fulness and the richness of the blessing that is flowing towards those who love Jerusalem, and flowing towards the city.  As you have your part and enjoyment in what there is in the assembly. there is greatness, there is glory, and there is abundance in the richness of all that there is for you.  There is comfort.  Despite the breakdown and the failure and the ruin that exists publicly today, you find there is comfort.  Where is the comfort?  The comfort is in seeing God’s whole thoughts, in seeing that God has secured His thoughts and they are not going to fail.  Why?  They are in His hands.  He will come in, He will secure it, He will maintain it.  “As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem”.

We often sing that hymn, “When peace like a river attendeth my way” (Hymn 238).  Who will get the peace?  Where is there rest and peace?  The scripture brings it in here, “I will extend peace to her”, peace to Jerusalem, peace to the assembly.  That is where peace is to be seen today distinctly.  God gives peace to the hearts of sin-torn souls when He pardons them.  How great that is, but the peace is extended.  It is flowing out like a river towards those who are in the enjoyment of the truth of the assembly.  Are you going to be in the enjoyment and the richness of the peace that He has put in your heart as you have Christ’s chief interest, the assembly, as your chief interest?  “And ye shall see this, and your heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like the grass; and the hand of Jehovah shall be known toward his servants”.  Are you one of His servants who serve in the city?  Take your place there.  I would urge you, take your place, be sure you are not just one who is receiving benefits (how good it is to accept what God gives us), but to be one of His servants, so that there will be a flourishing “and the hand of Jehovah shall be known toward his servants”.  Do you know that blessing?  Do you know what it is to be blessed, not only as someone who is part of the sovereign work of God in mercy, but someone to whom grace has reached out and blessed because you have part as one of His servants?

How attractive divine thoughts are.  I cannot speak as well of them as they deserve, but how rich and full and blessed are God’s thoughts for every believer.  Have your part in it; let Jerusalem come into your mind.  On Monday morning, let Jerusalem come into your mind.  As you go about your duties, and there is a break in them, think of the assembly.  Have the assembly before you in your outlook.  The prayer meeting would be what Daniel enjoyed as far as he could.  His outlook was towards Jerusalem; for us it would be the assembly.  Have your outlook in that direction, serve the city, be prepared to commit yourself.  Serving is not casual.  If you are prepared to serve the saints, to serve the city, you will rejoice with Jerusalem, rejoice in the joy that there is in the heart of God as He sees what He has secured in actuality for Himself in the assembly, what is real in the features of the heavenly Jerusalem among the people of God now that will shine eternally.

May the Lord bless His word, for His name’s sake.

Address at Aberdeen, Scotland
24 March 2007


Scripture references

Jeremiah 51:50 (JND) [50] Ye that have escaped the sword, go, stand not still: remember Jehovah from afar, and let Jerusalem come into your mind.

Daniel 6:10 (JND) [10] And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

Ezekiel 48:18-19 (JND) [18] And the residue in length, alongside the holy heave-offering, shall be ten thousand eastward and ten thousand westward: it shall be alongside the holy heave-offering; and the increase thereof shall be for the support of them that serve the city. [19] And they that serve the city shall serve it out of all the tribes of Israel.

Isaiah 66:10-14 (JND) [10] Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all ye that love her; rejoice for joy with her, all ye that mourn over her: [11] because ye shall suck, and be satisfied with the breasts of her consolations; because ye shall drink out, and be delighted with the abundance of her glory. [12] For thus saith Jehovah: Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the nations like an overflowing torrent; and ye shall suck, ye shall be carried upon the side, and be dandled upon the knees. [13] As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem. [14] And ye shall see [this], and your heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like the grass; and the hand of Jehovah shall be known toward his servants, and he will have indignation toward his enemies.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Ecclesiastes 10:15 (JND) [15] The labour of fools wearieth them, because they know not how to go to the city.

Revelation 21:11 (JND) [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone;

Acts 4:23 (JND) [23] And having been let go, they came to their own [company], and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them.

Psalms 48:2 (JND) [2] Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, [on] the sides of the north, the city of the great King.

1 Corinthians 12:28 (JND) [28] And God has set certain in the assembly: first, apostles; secondly, prophets; thirdly, teachers; then miraculous powers; then gifts of healings; helps; governments; kinds of tongues.

Proverbs 13:23 (JND) [23] Much food is in the tillage of the poor; but there is that is lost for want of judgment.



THE JOY OF THE FATHER, THE SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT

Isaiah 53:10-12; Hebrews 2:11,12; Ephesians 2:18

P.A.G.      I would like to suggest that we speak about the joy that divine Persons have in receiving a response from those whom They have sought and found in love.  In Isaiah we have the reference to the Lord seeing “the fruit of the travail of his soul”, and being satisfied.  In Hebrews we see that the Lord has a company that He can tell His innermost secrets to, and in Ephesians we see that the Father and the Son and the Spirit are together in securing a response.  Could we speak about that?

W.B.      A wonderful subject; we could not speak about anything better!  If God’s heart is satisfied, then our heart can be satisfied as well.  He is great enough for the biggest and the smallest company.

P.A.G.      I think it is good to start from the point of God’s satisfaction, because that lifts us up.

W.B.      His satisfaction is in the sacrifice of Christ.

P.A.G.      The scripture says, “He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?”, Rom.8:32.  He gives us all things so that He might be satisfied.  

A.M.B.      It “pleased Jehovah to bruise him” would speak to us of God’s satisfaction as a result of the sufferings of Christ and of His death, but it is with a view to a great answer to God.  Could you open that up for us?

P.A.G.      In Leviticus chapter 1 verse 9, there is a reference to an “offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour”.  The sweet odour suggests the fragrance that rose up to God through the offering of Christ.  That was the greatest offering, the supreme offering; there was no offering like it.  

A.M.B.      There was complete moral perfection, and do you think God rejoiced that it gave Him the basis for His heart of love and blessing to express itself? 

P.A.G.      Yes, when Christ died the veil of the temple was torn in two from the top to the bottom.  It suggests that God’s heart was without restraint.

J.A.B.      Would it be right to say that there could be no other way for God’s heart to be satisfied apart from the suffering which Isaiah 53 brings before our souls?  All through the Old Testament, every sacrifice looked forward to the incoming and to the suffering of Jesus.  

P.A.G.      What you say is important; there could be no other way.  God has to be satisfied and no one could fully satisfy Him but Christ.  But now there are persons with Christ who are also satisfying to God because they are like Christ.

J.A.B.      Is that what the end of verse 10 means, “the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand”?  God’s pleasure is in the Lord Jesus, but would its prospering in His hand involve the saints?  Would it be right to say that the saints in the appreciation of Christ’s sufferings are necessary for the full satisfaction of the heart of God?  I was thinking of the psalm that says “In them is all my delight”, Ps.16:3.

P.A.G.      Yes, to prosper means to grow or to expand.  Christ’s brethren provide God with an opportunity to expand the sphere of His glory. So when the Father sees Christ with His brethren, there is something complete.

W.B.      Can we also say that in each one there is something special wrought, a special glory which God has secured in each of Christ’s brethren for His pleasure?

P.A.G.      Yes, “the fruit of the travail of his soul” is in persons, and each person has an individual appreciation of Christ.

U.P.      This morning in the house, we were reading the first verses of John 12.  It speaks there of the dead man, Lazarus, and of Martha and of Mary where “they made him a supper” and “the house was filled with the odour of the ointment”, John 12: 1-3.  Would there be something “of the fruit of the travail of his soul” expressed in that?

P.A.G.      Yes, and I think there is a connection between the house being filled and Christ being satisfied, because it suggests what is complete and excludes everything else.  Also the odour of the ointment would suggest that when Christ has His portion, there is also what rises up to God.

P.v.d. B.jnr      God loved Jesus from before the foundation of the world.  Would you think that might extend to all those that He would secure for God?

P.A.G.      God’s thoughts about us would come into Ephesians 1 verse 5, “having marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself”.

J.A.B.      Verse 10 refers to Jehovah, to what God has done; and then in verse 11 “the travail of his soul” to what Christ has done; “by his knowledge shall my righteous servant instruct many in righteousness”.  Is that what is going on now under the hand of Christ?  

P.A.G.      Yes, the Lord when He rose from among the dead said “go to my brethren”, John 20:17.  They were the fruit of the travail of His soul.  He instructed His own during the forty days, and that instruction was to be opened up further after the Spirit came; so that would include us in the many.

J.A.B.      I wondered if we should get a view of what the Lord Jesus is doing today.  The opportunity in a meeting like this is to be further instructed in the joy of divine Persons.  Although the service of God is not exactly a place for instruction, yet we learn there.

P.A.G.      When the Lord says “I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God” (John 20:17), I think that is instruction in righteousness, because it is righteous that the Lord should ascend.

W.B.      It is a wonderful relationship into which we have been brought.  It is like the relationship between the Father and the Son.

P.A.G.      The Lord maintains His own distinctiveness; He says “my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”, but He also says in John 17 verse 26 “that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them”.  We spoke yesterday of dwelling, and this verse is really dwelling.

W.B.      It would involve inner formation.  These forty days were to prepare the disciples for the gift of the Holy Spirit; the Lord left a company which was ready for the Holy Spirit.

P.A.G.      The Lord’s work is perfect, and the Spirit therefore came down to seal what the Lord had done.  The “parted tongues, as of fire” (Acts 2:3) had in mind that everything should be perfect for the presence of God.

P.v.d.B.jnr      It is amazing that in the verse you quote, it is the same love; “the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them and I in them”.  The first reference to love in scripture is “thine only son, whom thou lovest” (Gen.22:2) and the second one is where “Isaac led her into his mother Sarah’s tent; and he took Rebecca, and she became his wife, and he loved her”, Gen.24:67.  These are the first two mentions of the word, and they represent it very well.

P.A.G.      In the Father’s love for the Son, He arranged matters so that the Son should have something for His own heart’s satisfaction.  We sang hymn 121 today and it says of the Spirit:-

‘Thou dost know the Father’s feelings

Of affection for His Son’

The Father’s feelings of affection for His Son are bound up in the provision of the counterpart to satisfy the Son’s affections.  So we can see that divine Persons act to satisfy One Another.

B.E.S.      What does it mean “he shall prolong his days”?

P.A.G.      I suppose that this day of grace is prolonged, so that there might be the fullest possible satisfaction for the divine heart.

B.E.S.      I wondered whether it indicates the continuation of what was for God in those who are the Lord’s own on earth, now that He is no longer here.

P.A.G.      That is right.  In John 17 verse 20, He said “And I do not demand for these only”; that would be His disciples, “but also for those who believe on me through their word”.  So the Lord is prolonging His days through those who come in through the teaching and fellowship of the apostles.

P.v.d.B.jnr      The pleasure of Jehovah prospering “in his hand” would support what our brother says.  It is not just prospering in Him, but in His hand; in the work that He has done with His hand.

P.A.G.      We have spoken about what the Lord is doing now, and what is in His hand would suggest what He is still doing.  I have the impression that His hand is not static, it is active.

R.J.F.      He is the Chief Musician.

P.A.G.      Yes, king David refers to “the instruments which I made”, 1 Chron.23:5.  So the Chief Musician is still making His instruments, and He makes no mistakes in the instruments He makes. 

R.J.F.      He produces music from those instruments too.

P.A.G.      Yes, He knows how to bring out the best chord from every instrument.

R.J.F.      Sometimes that tone can be produced through suffering.

P.A.G.      The Lord knows what is needed in order to produce the best in each one of us, and there is satisfaction for Him in seeing our love flowing towards one another; “if one member suffer, all the members suffer with it”, 1 Cor.12:26.

P.v.d.B.jnr      The stringed instrument produces its music under stress, does it not?

P.A.G.      Yes, and if the strings are not tightened, the note is flat.

N.F.      I was thinking of the instruments in Psalm 150; they are to be used to praise God.

P.A.G.      Yes, and that psalm concludes with “Let everything that hath breath praise Jah”.  So the gift of the Spirit is not only to help us here in our circumstances, but is intended to produce praise towards God.

N.F.      Were Paul and Silas experiencing something like that in prison, do you think? 

P.A.G.      Yes.  It says of them that they were “praising God with singing”, Acts 16:25.  That suggests that they were lifted up above their circumstances.

A.M.B.      Their praise was marvellously effective in testimony.

P.A.G.      It says that “the prisoners listened to them”, so we should remember that the world around takes account of what we do.  The world is full of prisoners, and God would speak to these prisoners through the activities of the saints coming together.

A.M.B.      The way a Christian bears suffering is also a great testimony.

P.A.G.      Yes, we sorrow when a saint is taken to be with the Lord, but the world can see that we do not sorrow as those who have no hope.  We can say “Where, O death, is thy sting? where, O death, thy victory?”, 1.Cor.15:55.  God has pleasure in seeing persons who have the victory.

A.F.      Who would play these instruments?

P.A.G.      I think that the Lord plays the instruments.  What do you think?

A.F.      Yes, I think so.  David played the instruments he made, so the Lord plays the instruments He makes for His own purpose.

P.A.G.      1 Chronicles 23 verse 5 says “and four thousand praised Jehovah with the instruments which I made, said David, to praise therewith”.  There were not just a few instruments, there were four thousand and it would seem that David made them all.  He did not give them to someone else to make.

A.M.B.      It is really “in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”.

P.A.G.      Those who compose the assembly are those who are Christ’s brethren, and they are all of one, which suggests to me that everything has its source in God.  So the Lord says to the Father, “They were thine, and thou gavest them me” (John 17:6), and He brings them back to God as a praising company.

R.J.F.      In 1 Chronicles 25 the service of music was under the direction of the king; the cymbals, the lutes and the harps with those who were skilful and instructed in the songs of Jehovah.  

P.A.G.      When we enquire together today, what is in mind is that we too should be skilful, so that there might be something fuller for God.

A.M.B.      In 1 Chronicles 25 verse 8, it is “the small as well as the great, the teacher with the scholar”.  Christ has the whole company in view, young and old, and sisters and brothers, those at the beginning of their Christian experience as well as those who have progressed in it.

P.A.G.      So in Hebrews 2 verse 11, “those sanctified” includes everyone who has the gift of the Spirit, which means that there is room for everyone to play a part in response to God.

J.B.      So God is heading up all things in the Christ; this is for the honouring of the Lord Jesus.

P.A.G.      Yes, it is important to see that if we give honour to Christ, that is honouring to God also.  So God takes pleasure in persons responding to Christ, and we would remember that the Holy Spirit also takes pleasure in that response.  

J.A.B.      I would like to ask you more about that.  We need the Holy Spirit, and everything that we have been speaking about can only be in the power of the Holy Spirit.  But say more about the Holy Spirit’s own affections; would it be right to speak of the joy of the Spirit?

P.A.G.      Yes, it would be right.  We should remind ourselves that the Holy Spirit is God, and that God is love.  The love of the Holy Spirit is characteristically the love of God, and although the Holy Spirit does not make demands, He does have desires.  The servant says to Rebecca “Let me, I pray thee, sip a little water out of thy pitcher.  And she said, Drink, my lord!”, Gen.24:17.  She understood what would satisfy him.

J.A.B.      The end of Genesis 24 has already been referred to, when Isaac’s heart was satisfied.  Did you think that we can safely assume that the servant’s heart also was satisfied?

P.A.G.      Yes, we can say that the servant loved Abraham and he loved Isaac.  If we love someone, we are pleased to see them being satisfied.

B.E.S.      The earlier part of that chapter brings out the first detailed example of thanksgiving in the scripture.  Is that instructive?  The service referred to in verse 27 was a completely selfless service; the servant was not thinking about his own needs or anything except the prosperity of what Abraham had sent him to do.

P.A.G.      The motive for divine Persons serving One Another is love.  We can see that the motive in bringing us in is love, and so what we are brought into is a perfect circle of divine affections.

A.M.B.      The saints provide a circle in which divine Persons express themselves towards One Another.  The saints are used for the glory of God’s grace.  The Father has given us to the Son; the Spirit indwells us so that there might be a response to the Father, and then the saints are brought into the Father’s presence, through Christ and by the Spirit, as you read.

P.A.G.      The Lord’s voice is heard through the saints.

A.M.B.      We have in our hearts all the saints, every true believer with the Spirit since Pentecost as part of the assembly.  We earnestly wish that there were more in this town who entered into the joy of these things.

P.A.G.      The Lord always sees His assembly as complete, and He is able to embrace every one whom He has secured.

B.E.S.      “The Lord knows those that are his” (2 Tim.2:19); we know what follows, but we must start with that.

D.McL.      It says “in the midst of the assembly”; it was a suitable place.  In Psalm 137, the captors wanted a song of Zion on a foreign soil, but you cannot sing a song to Jehovah there.  It needs to be in a suitable place.  In Luke 15, the younger son was still a son in the far country, but he was not giving the Father any joy there; he was in the wrong place.  The father’s joy was expressed when the son came back to where he should have been in the house.  .

P.A.G.      We come together to break bread in the wilderness, but then the scripture says “And having sung a hymn, they went out to the mount of Olives”, Matt.26:30.  So the Lord leads us out, He leads us up, and He leads us in.  As we read in Ephesians, it is through Christ “we have both access by one Spirit to the Father”.  We have access; we are able to go into the presence of the Father, and this is what the Father desires, “the Father seeks such as his worshippers”, John 4:23.

W.B.      This is the place where we can see Christ in all His glory, and in what He has secured for the Father.

P.A.G.      Yes, we see Christ as the Father would have Him to be seen; we see Him where the Father has placed Him.

W.B.      In the realm of eternal rest and satisfaction.

P.A.G.      So when we see Christ, we see the glory of the Father, because God’s glory shines in the face of Christ.

P.v.d.B.jnr      When Christ rejoices - God “has anointed thee with oil of gladness above thy companions” (Heb.1:9) - His companions come into this gladness, do they not?  The oil of gladness is the work of the Spirit, is it not?  I was thinking about Genesis 24, where the servant says “Jehovah has prospered my way” (v.56).

P.A.G.      We could say that the Father and the Son and the Spirit all prosper in those who are brought before the Father.

P.v.d.B.jnr      That is how the chapter ends, “to a holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye also are built together for a habitation of God in the Spirit”.

P.A.G.      So, although it is not the subject of our reading, there is a basis for the gospel to go out, because it goes out from the sphere in which God is satisfied.  The habitation of God, God’s dwelling place, has in view that there should be a place from which God can reach out to men.  We have referred to Luke 15, and there we see the operation of the house of God, having in view the blessing of men, but having in mind that they should come in to the house, to the music and the dancing.

P.v.d.B.jnr      In John 1, the disciples find the house where Jesus abode, remain there that day, and meanwhile find their brother.

P.A.G.      This is for all the saints, for every believer, so I have to ask myself, What will I do to bring them in?  It must be God’s work, but I have a responsibility in relation to it.

J.A.B.      So “ye also are built together”; this is going on now.  This habitation of God will be complete in eternity, but the building together is happening now, is it not?  And God loves to dwell where He finds His satisfaction, a place where He can dwell, is that right?  

P.A.G.      Yes, the house of God has the character of a present dwelling place for God, out of which His glad tidings can flow.  When we look to what is eternal, we see that in character as the Father’s house, although we can touch that now in spirit.

R.J.F.      Can we see the joy of God in the last few verses of chapter 3?  It says “to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages”.  

P.A.G.      It is good to see that when we consider Ephesians 1 verse 3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ”, such an outflow of blessing produces the response that we see at the end of chapter 3.  So David says “and of that which is from thy hand have we given thee”, 1 Chron.29:14.
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Scripture references

Isaiah 53:10-12 (JND) [10] Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected [him] to suffering. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see a seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand. [11] He shall see of [the fruit of] the travail of his soul, [and] shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant instruct many in righteousness; and *he* shall bear their iniquities. [12] Therefore will I assign him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong: because he hath poured out his soul unto death, and was reckoned with the transgressors; and he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Hebrews 2:11-12 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises.

Ephesians 2:18 (JND) [18] For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father.

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

Leviticus 1:9 (JND) [9] but its inwards and its legs shall he wash in water; and the priest shall burn all on the altar, a burnt-offering, an offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Psalms 16:3 (JND) [3] To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent [thou hast said], In them is all my delight.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 12:1-3 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.

Ephesians 1:5 (JND) [5] having marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

John 17:26 (JND) [26] And I have made known to them thy name, and will make [it] known; that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them and I in them.

Acts 2:3 (JND) [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them.

Genesis 22:2 (JND) [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.

Genesis 24:67 (JND) [67] And Isaac led her into his mother Sarah's tent; and he took Rebecca, and she became his wife, and he loved her. And Isaac was comforted after [the death of] his mother.

John 17:20 (JND) [20] And I do not demand for these only, but also for those who believe on me through their word;

1 Chronicles 23:5 (JND) [5] and four thousand were doorkeepers; and four thousand praised Jehovah with the instruments which I made, [said David,] to praise [therewith].

1 Corinthians 12:26 (JND) [26] And if one member suffer, all the members suffer with [it]; and if one member be glorified, all the members rejoice with [it].

Psalms 150 (JND) [1] Hallelujah! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in the firmament of his power. [2] Praise him in his mighty acts; praise him according to the abundance of his greatness. [3] Praise him with the sound of the trumpet; praise him with lute and harp; …

Acts 16:25 (JND) [25] And at midnight Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing, and the prisoners listened to them.

1 Chronicles 23:5 (JND) [5] and four thousand were doorkeepers; and four thousand praised Jehovah with the instruments which I made, [said David,] to praise [therewith].

John 17:6 (JND) [6] I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy word.

1 Chronicles 25 (JND) [1] And David and the captains of the host separated for the service those of the sons of Asaph and of Heman and of Jeduthun who were to prophesy with harps and lutes and cymbals; and the number of the men employed according to their service was: [2] of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, and Joseph, and Nethaniah, and Asharelah, the sons of Asaph under the direction of Asaph, who prophesied at the direction of the king. [3] Of Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, and Zeri, and Isaiah, Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, [and Shimei] six, under the direction of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied with the harp, to give thanks and to praise Jehovah. …

1 Chronicles 25:8 (JND) [8] And they cast lots with one another over the charges, the small as well as the great, the teacher with the scholar.

Hebrews 2:11 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,

Genesis 24:17 (JND) [17] And the servant ran to meet her, and said, Let me, I pray thee, sip a little water out of thy pitcher.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

2 Timothy 2:19 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity.

Psalms 137 (JND) [1] By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down; yea, we wept when we remembered Zion. [2] We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof. [3] For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that made us wail [required] mirth, [saying,] Sing us [one] of the songs of Zion. …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Matthew 26:30 (JND) [30] And having sung a hymn, they went out to the mount of Olives.

John 4:23 (JND) [23] But [the] hour is coming and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for also the Father seeks such as his worshippers.

Hebrews 1:9 (JND) [9] Thou hast loved righteousness and hast hated lawlessness; therefore God, thy God, has anointed thee with oil of gladness above thy companions.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

Ephesians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ;

1 Chronicles 29:14 (JND) [14] But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer willingly after this manner? for all is of thee, and of that which is from thy hand have we given thee.



EDITOR’S NOTE

In taking on from Mr John Strachan the service of preparing these Notes of Ministry, I have been conscious of my great need of the Lord’s help in many ways – wisdom in discerning what to select for publication, care in making sure that what is published is entirely based on the living Word of God, and skill in conveying through the printed word the experience of a living flow of teaching and ministry from the Lord Jesus where He is above.  I would ask for your prayers for the continued blessing of this publication, that it may convey a sense of living and heavenly ministry to all those who may read it, young and old, across the globe.  And I would also be glad to hear (at either of the postal or email addresses below) from readers who may wish to let me have the benefit of their thoughts about what is selected for publication, and for their suggestions for the further distribution of these Notes to any not currently receiving them.

John A Brown

Edited and Published by John A Brown

36 Laverock Park, Linlithgow EH49 6AT UK

 email notesofministry@virginmedia.com

Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ Tel: 01277 650 661

OEBPS/nav.xhtml

Contents


		Title Page


		THE SERVICE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT


		HAVING THE ASSEMBLY IN OUR AFFECTIONS


		THE JOY OF THE FATHER, THE SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT


		EDITOR’S NOTE







OEBPS/images/img1.jpg
NOTES OF MINISTRY

No.487 June 2013

THE SERVICE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

N.McKay p.1

HAVING THE ASSEMBLY IN OUR AFFECTIONS

D.C.Brown p.3

THE JOY OF THE FATHER, THE SON AND
THE HOLY SPIRIT

Reading with P.A.Gray p.10

EDITOR’S NOTE p.23

Quotations from the Holy Scriptures in this publication
are usually taken from the Darby Translation





