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THE NEED OF MOVEMENT

R. Taylor 

Numbers 10: 28, 33–36; Joshua 1: 10, 11; 3: 1–4, 17 

I seek help, dear brethren, from these scriptures, to speak of the need of movement. It is something that there is need of, and it may even be the Lord would use the occasion to stir us up. It is so easy to settle down in comfortable surroundings. Maybe one of the greatest tools the enemy is using today is to cause us to settle in our surroundings that are not exactly unrighteous, but they are short of what God has prepared for those that love Him. It is so easy to do when there is no need, and we do not have the trials that some of our parents had. There is plenty to keep you from poverty or want, and the enemy would just cause us to settle in comfortable surroundings. You can see that in some of these people we read of, they were taking their ease. The Lord said about Moab that he had not been emptied from vessel to vessel (Jeremiah 48: 11). They did not want exercise, they did not want to be troubled, they just wanted to please themselves. 

It is also a very easy thing to want to attach God to our circumstances, but God wants us to come into His arrangements. It is a very easy thing to do, we all know our own heart. We just say, Well, we are not unrighteous and love the Lord, and we say the Lord will be with us and help us; these things trip very easily from our lips. But the Lord wants us to move into His surroundings. God speaks about the land that He has prepared, that should entice us. What a thing He was doing with these people. It says here that they set forward. We used to be told that a Christian was like a man on a bicycle, if you stopped pedalling then you fell off. You are either going forward or you are going back, there is no standing still. We read about these people going forward to that heavenly land. It was a long journey and many 

lessons had to be learned in it. A beautiful company here, they had kept the passover in an earlier chapter. I believe that was foundational to their movement. God said about the passover, “This month shall be unto you the beginning of months”, Exodus 12: 2. That means that they were feeding on the sufferings of Christ, on the way that this lamb had gone. It was not only the blood being put on the doorpost. It is a very interesting thing that prosperity in the Old Testament in Israel depended on the place the passover had in their affections and in their lives. You will see that in the recovery books. They were recovered to hold the passover. They had forgotten about it, and time and again God says, “I am Jehovah who brought you out of the land of Egypt”, Leviticus 22: 33. What an appeal to our hearts. 

In Egypt, where they were slaves to the power and bondage of sin, in type, God came in His own delivering power in the blood of that lamb, to bring them out. We need to be revived about that, dear brethren, “I am Jehovah who brought you out of the land of Egypt”. He would say, What are you doing now? You are living in your own wainscoted houses, you are pleasing yourselves, your own things are dominating your lives. But He says, “I am Jehovah who brought you out of the land of Egypt”, not to leave you in the wilderness. As there was recovery to the passover there was great celebration. The silver trumpets were blowing, (that was earlier in the chapter) and here it says they went forward, according to their hosts—what a company. God saw that, it says, “they set forward from the mountain”. That is the base from which they went forward, they were committing themselves to God and to the resources of His grace and love. They set forward from the mountain and went three days’ journey. 

You will see in the sections of the chapter I have read, ‘three days’ are very important. ‘Three days’ means it is a serious matter to be here for the Lord and in the testimony. Three days is not just an hour or a passing day, three days is a complete period; it is to regulate our life, dear brethren. ‘Three days’ journey’ was not just an afternoon outing. They set forward on a three days’ journey and the ark of the covenant of Jehovah went before them. 

Normally the ark was in the centre, and that is the public position today. Christ’s name needs to be protected. And as that was attended to, they kept the passover and were looking after Christ’s interests. This verse reminds me of that word in the Songs, “Come with me”, Song of Songs 4: 8. The ark rose up—beautiful expression—there was nothing like it before in the scriptures, showing God’s pleasure in His people. It says that the ark rose up and went before them three days’ journey to search out a resting-place for them. Have you ever known something of the Lord coming into an occasion or circumstances, saying, ‘Come with Me’? Are you ready to go? No going back, saying, Oh I have to see to this, I have to see to that; the passover and the commandments are all underlying this. The Lord said, I will go before you. 

It is the path that the Saviour has trod that has made us pilgrims below. Your eye is on the goal, He would say, I will give you some insight, some opening up of what there is before us. It does not say where they went; no territorial description could describe this experience. It says it went before them, the cloud of Jehovah was over them by day when they went forward and the ark set forward. Think of the Lord taking the initiative, helping you fulfil your responsibilities. The passage in the New Testament comes to mind, “If ye love me, keep my commandments”, John 14: 15. And He says, “we will come to him”, John 14: 23. That is what is happening here. He came to them because they had kept the charge, and they had fulfilled their responsibility laid upon them, in the Spirit’s grace. Now He says, I will take you into My surroundings. He gave them here a view of the land. (I know it does not say that but I believe that is what happened). How else did Moses know about the land the way he did, he had never been in it. You read in Deuteronomy of how Moses describes the land. The ark had come before to show him something of that good 

land over Jordan. How Moses could speak about it. He knew the heights, the depths, the fruits, he knew all about it. They are typically the things that God has prepared for them that love Him. The ark went before of its own volition; there was no prescription for this. Now the Lord comes in and gives us some insight, not yet in actuality, but it is very real. It was very real to Moses what he saw, and it was very real to Caleb. 

I would like to speak about Caleb. In that three days’ journey he saw something of the purpose of God. Dear brethren, that is what we need, some insight in the Spirit’s grace into the purpose of God, who chose us in Christ before the world’s foundation. Did you ever rest your soul in that in the exercises of the path today? As I have said before, as another has said, 

‘I was a saint in purpose before ever I was a sinner in practice’. Caleb knew something of the purpose of God. When trouble came into his life, everybody against him, he said, “If Jehovah delight in us, he will bring us into this land”, Numbers 14: 8. He had no doubt that God delighted in His people. Have you some sense of that, dear brother and sister? If you only live in your circumstances, you will prove divine help and grace and mercy, that is very true, but the Lord wants to bring you into His circumstances, to know something of the heights and depths and the fruit of the land. That was in the three days’ journey, the ark going before. Not one of them stayed back, they were attracted to that ark that had won their affections. It says it set forward of its own volition, no doubt it was carried but it does not say that—it says the ark set forward of its own volition. 

Thinking about this section, I can see it all in John’s gospel from chapter 13 onwards. The Lord says, “Rise up, let us go hence”, John 14: 31. He had dealt with other things earlier in the gospel, He had fed the five thousand, He had dealt with all their needs, He had shown them His great power in the miracles. From the thirteenth chapter He is inside and then He says, “Rise up, let us go hence”. Where was He leading them? He was leading them to the Father’s house. That was the ark going before. Do you ever give the Spirit some of your time to allow Him to show you something of the great blessings, the great things that God has prepared for them that love Him. He is more ready to show them to you than I am to take time to expand on them, of that I am verily sure. He is ever ready to show you something of the great thoughts of divine purpose, and how much He loves you. This was not a movement of prescription, it was a movement of love. Dear brethren, Lord’s day morning is to give us some touch of this. The passover is behind us, and we gather together in sincerity and truth. These are the kind of persons that are ready to follow in sincerity and truth, with the unleavened bread; that is all lying behind us as we gather for the Supper. The Lord Jesus said, “This is my body which is for you”, 1 

Corinthians 11: 24. It shows us what lengths He has gone to meet us where we were, and now we can be gathered in a right way for the Lord’s supper. The Corinthians were not gathering in a right way for the Lord’s supper. We know only too well in our own hearts that is very possible; but, as gathered together in a right way for the Lord’s supper, He says, Come with Me. You have been faithful in these days, you have attended to the responsibilities, now there is something fresh, something living, something special for our hearts that He would bring us into. 

I know in my own mind, how wandering it is, but the Lord is ever ready to bring us into some of these great thoughts of His purpose from before the world’s foundation. They are undamaged through the length of time, and retain all their sweetness and blessedness. I think that is what Caleb got a touch of in that journey when the ark went before. He was able then to stand in the testimony. I do not think we make enough room for the things the Lord would show us on that three days’ journey. I do not think we make enough room for what He may leave when He comes in. Is my heart open to receive the ministrations of His love as He would bring us 

into the things which He has prepared. That is what He was doing in John’s gospel; He says, “I go to prepare you a place”, John 14: 2. Do you know anything about it? Mr Darby says, 

‘My soul in secret follows 

The footsteps of His love; 

I trace the Man of sorrows, 

His boundless grace to prove’. 

Think of the footsteps of His love, not only those weary movements only through Palestine, but these movements to His Father’s house where He says, “I go to prepare you a place”. 

Would that we sought more to explore it, dear brethren, the door is opened. It says about the Lord so beautifully that He has gone “into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God for us”, Hebrews 9: 24. We often sing, ‘Yon heaven is our home’ (Hymn 7). Well, these are the things in that three days’ journey, the ark went before, typifying the counsels of God and the thoughts of His love. Moses must have been affected by it when the ark set forward. He said, “Rise up, Jehovah, and let thine enemies be scattered”. 

Nothing can intrude, when the Lord moves everything has to give way. Think of Him in the garden as they come to take Him, the enemies fell to the ground. “Rise up, Jehovah, and let thine enemies be scattered; And let them that hate thee flee before thy face”. That is the way He went, “And when it rested, he said, Return, Jehovah, unto the myriads of the thousands of Israel”. Oh what a resting-place in the wilderness amidst all the exercises of the path. Had they appreciated this they would have been in Canaan very soon. It would not have taken them another thirty-eight years. We have to note that in our own histories, and feel how many things have hindered us and kept us back. 

He went there to find a resting-place, not yet in Canaan, but they would have known something about it if their hearts had been opened. Caleb’s heart was opened; he was still speaking about it forty years after this. That shows how real it was to him, he says, as my strength was then, even so it my strength now”, Joshua 14: 11. He was enjoying it day by day. The Spirit has come and, through vessels, has told us something of the blessedness of the Father’s house. One dear brother wrote, 

In that bright home of love divine, 

The Father’s house on high, 

There the full rays of glory shine 

In Him who stooped to die’. (Hymn 144) 

Fine to know something of Christ in His own environment. Largely, the Jesus that is known today is historical. Who of us can speak of Jesus in His own domain? 

That is what this journey shows, in type, Christ in His own glory. You get a touch of it on the holy mount, that same One who was called Jesus of Nazareth, there He is, the glorious Son of God, His face shining, His garments white. What a glory they were brought into. Peter says about it, “such a voice being uttered to him by the excellent glory—This is my beloved Son”, 2 Peter 1: 17. It would be an exercise of every godly saint to know more of the Father’s appreciation of Christ. Caleb had something of that in his soul which sustained him. 

Everyone else in that generation, apart from Caleb and Joshua died, what a solemn position, but they were maintained in the joy of the purpose of God. In Exodus 15 God says, I will bring them in. Here the same God that brought us out in His mighty power, shows the same power exercised towards us to bring us in. 

In Joshua, I should have read verse 3 of chapter 1, “Every place whereon the sole of your foot shall tread have I given to you”; as much as you want, put your foot on it and make it your own. That is what He is saying, every place whereon the sole of your foot treads, not only what you have in your mind. You may be full of good intentions, but where the sole of your foot goes, that is your own possession. You can see how Paul firmly put his foot down, how firmly he trod that path; what things were gain to him, he counted loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord. He was claiming it. There is enough for everybody to claim. Well, dear brethren, how little we put our feet on. Caleb had put his feet firmly on it, and those fruits that he brought back, he was enjoying them the whole of the journey. 

But here we have the ark again and God is speaking to them. This is God bringing them in. In Egypt He brought them out but here they are going in, the door is open and nothing can keep them out from the enjoyment of the land. It says, “When ye see the ark of the covenant of Jehovah your God ... then remove from your place, and go after it”. You may say it has been a fine word; how many times we have said that about the meetings, but have you moved? 

Dear brethren, there is no prosperity without taking stock of our position. After thirty-eight years in the wilderness, the people were in the same position as before. God rebuked them for that and that generation died. Joshua says, “remove from your place”. It does not say it was an unrighteous place, but it was not the place that God had prepared for them. Men speak about realising their potential. There is a need for that, dear brethren, by the Spirit, to realise your potential, the liberty of sonship. “Remove from your place, and go after it”, no longer speaking historically, go after it. He was leading over the Jordan. 

They went through the Red sea; the experience of death was very real there, His death for them. Christ died for our sins; He gave Himself to meet our liabilities. Christ died for our sins, but here in the Jordan they are passing over, with their eye on the ark. This way He has gone we are to follow. When ye remove from your place, go after it; go after it worshipfully. 

It says there will be a distance, we could never compass the love, shown in the movements of Jesus, the way that He went. We often quote that verse on Lord’s day morning, “What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?”, Psalm 114: 5. There was the enemy fleeing. When the feet of the priests who bore the ark touched the Jordan the waters had to turn back. 

‘Death had on Thee no claim, 

Thou sinless One!’ (Hymn 152) 

He who had the power and might of death exercised it on our behalf, He vicariously bore all the penalty that was due to us, He bore it all. He went Himself through death. He was in the heart of the earth three days and three nights; that is the length to which the Saviour went. 

These things are on our minds as we go over. He went that way, but He alone was raised, glorious triumphant rising. We see Him here in all His vitality holding it back, opening the door that we may remove from our place, and go after Him into those heavenly courts that are opened up. 

It says, “ye have not passed this way heretofore”. It was a new experience to come into the blessedness of that dwelling-place. So it says, they stood firm on dry ground. The Lord Jesus says, he that believes on Me will not even taste death; the sky not the grave is our goal. All Israel went over on dry ground, until all the nation had completely gone over the Jordan. Two and a half tribes did not completely go over. I remember reading Mr Coates where he says that they were prepared to fight for it, but they were not prepared to live in it (see ‘An Outline of the Book of Deuteronomy’ p.268)—solemn word. It is a test to live in it, but also a privilege to live in it, and He has made the way to completely go over. As I said, those two and a half tribes fought for it, but they went back and what was the result? They built a memorial—they did not know much about the living movements of Christ, and their place in the Father’s house. They had a memorial, they could speak of times past, they could speak about what God had done in the forgiveness of their sins, but they were like those I spoke about earlier, they settled in their own sphere of things; they had no shortage of money, they had plenty of food, plenty of possessions, nice family life, but it was not the Father’s house. 

They built a memorial but that did not save their children. It is an interesting thing, there were six cities of refuge for the whole of Israel, and three of them (that is half of them) were for the two and a half tribes. It shows the danger of living short of the purpose of God. 

The cities of refuge were not for sins, they were for accidents, for things that might arise; there is more chance of them arising on the wrong side of Jordan. There were only three in that land over Jordan, all in the hill country. When we live in the things down here, there is more danger of damage, more danger of things happening unexpectedly, than if we are living in the height of His purpose. When the children of Israel were not journeying what were they doing? They were complaining, they were murmuring, raising all kinds of anxieties, when what He has prepared is the Father’s house. 

May we be helped to journey forward, to follow all these movements of His love. In John 20 the Lord says to those people who had moved, and would shut the door—“I ascend to my Father and your Father”, John 20: 17. Did they not follow Him? You can see in the ministries of Peter and John and the other apostles that they followed Him. “I ascend to my Father and your Father”, there are the ascending movements. What a company we are brought into, an area of relationships of love. I do not think the two and a half tribes knew much about that, save the words of it; the experience of it was for those who followed the ark completely. 

I love to think of those three women at the cross, one of them got the message. It is very interesting to follow the histories of some people. One of the most interesting histories is the history of Mary of Magdala out of whom seven demons were cast. Into that same heart where the demons were cast out, there was that message given, “I ascend to my Father and your Father”. Oh what love, what grace, what an incentive to move from our place to follow in secret the footsteps of His love. 

May we be encouraged, dear brethren, to move from our place. There are all sorts of things happening today to make the place here comfortable for the flesh, but may we be encouraged to follow those holy movements, to come into the enjoyment of His purposes, that we may be in the joy of living in His love, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Brechin
19 April 2008 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 10:28-36 (JND) [28] These were the settings forward of the children of Israel according to their hosts: so did they set forward. [29] And Moses said to Hobab, the son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses' father-in-law, We are journeying to the place of which Jehovah said, I will give it unto you: come with us, and we will do thee good; for Jehovah has spoken good concerning Israel. [30] And he said to him, I will not go; but to mine own land, and to my kindred will I go. [31] And he said, Leave me not, I pray thee, because thou knowest where we are to encamp in the wilderness, and thou wilt be to us for eyes. [32] And it shall be, if thou come with us, that whatever good Jehovah doeth unto us, so will we do to thee. [33] And they set forward from the mountain of Jehovah [and went] three days' journey; and the ark of the covenant of Jehovah went before them in the three days' journey, to search out a resting-place for them. [34] And the cloud of Jehovah was over them by day when they set forward out of the camp. [35] And it came to pass when the ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, Jehovah, and let thine enemies be scattered; And let them that hate thee flee before thy face. [36] And when it rested, he said, Return, Jehovah, unto the myriads of the thousands of Israel.

Joshua 1:10-11 (JND) [10] And Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying, [11] Go through the midst of the camp, and command the people, saying, Prepare yourselves victuals, for in three days ye shall pass over this Jordan, that ye may enter in to take possession of the land which Jehovah your God giveth you to possess it.

Joshua 3:1-17 (JND) [1] And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed from Shittim, and came to the Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. [2] And it came to pass at the end of three days, that the officers went through the camp; [3] and they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of Jehovah your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then remove from your place, and go after it; [4] yet there shall be a distance between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure. Ye shall not come near it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go; for ye have not passed this way heretofore. [5] And Joshua said to the people, Hallow yourselves; for to-morrow Jehovah will do wonders in your midst. [6] And Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, Take up the ark of the covenant, and go over before the people. And they took up the ark of the covenant, and went before the people. [7] And Jehovah said to Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that as I was with Moses, so will I be with thee. [8] And thou shalt command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, saying, When ye come to the edge of the waters of the Jordan, stand still in the Jordan. [9] And Joshua said to the children of Israel, Come hither, and hear the words of Jehovah your God. [10] And Joshua said, Hereby shall ye know that the living God is in your midst, and [that] he will without fail dispossess from before you the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Jebusites. [11] Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is going over before you into the Jordan. [12] And now take you twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, one man for each tribe. …

Jeremiah 48:11 (JND) [11] Moab hath been at ease from his youth, and hath settled on his lees; he hath not been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into captivity: therefore his taste hath remained in him, and his scent is not changed.

Exodus 12:2 (JND) [2] This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.

Leviticus 22:33 (JND) [33] who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I am Jehovah.

Song of Solomon 4:8 (JND) [8] [Come] with me, from Lebanon, [my] spouse, With me from Lebanon, Come, look from the top of Amanah, From the top of Senir and Hermon, From the lions' dens, From the mountains of the leopards.

John 14:15 (JND) [15] If ye love me, keep my commandments.

John 14:23 (JND) [23] Jesus answered and said to him, If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him.

Numbers 14:8 (JND) [8] If Jehovah delight in us, he will bring us into this land, and give it us, a land that flows with milk and honey;

John 14:31 (JND) [31] but that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father has commanded me, thus I do. Rise up, let us go hence.

John 14:2 (JND) [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place;

Hebrews 9:24 (JND) [24] For the Christ is not entered into holy places made with hand, figures of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God for us:

Joshua 14:11 (JND) [11] I am still this day strong, as in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out and to come in.

2 Peter 1:17 (JND) [17] For he received from God [the] Father honour and glory, such a voice being uttered to him by the excellent glory: This is my beloved Son, in whom *I* have found my delight;

Exodus 15 (JND) [1] Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. [2] My strength and song is Jah, and he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father's God, and I will extol him. [3] Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name. …

Psalms 114:5 (JND) [5] What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.



THE BREAD OF THE MIGHTY

P. Martin 

Psalm 78: 21–25; Revelation 2: 17 

I want to say a word with the Spirit’s help as to the “bread of the mighty”. It is an expression that only comes in in this psalm, “Man did eat the bread of the mighty”. The young people will know that when Jehovah brought the children of Israel out of Egypt everything was from the divine side. He did not bring them out as slaves, although they had been slaves like each one of us, subject to the bondage of sin, but He did not bring them out as slaves. He brought them out of Egypt as His son. He said to Pharaoh, “Let my son go, that he may serve me”, Exodus 4: 23. God never had slaves in mind. He had sonship in mind. God has never had less than sonship in His mind for man. Israel will come into it later, they are not enjoying it now, and later they will live on account of Christ; every family that has proceeded, and that God will yet take up, will live on account of Christ. Not on account of the path that He trod, but on account of the life that He now lives in the presence of God. Every family will live on account of Christ. How wonderful! We can understand that throughout eternity that blessed Man will give character to all that God has secured, because all will be sustained in His life. 

God brought Israel out of Egypt as His son, “Let my son go”. It says later in this very psalm, “And he made his own people to go forth like sheep, and guided them in the wilderness like a flock; And he led them safely, so that they were without fear”, Psalm 78: 52. What a God, moving in relation to a wayward people and yet they were His people. Wonderful thing to lay hold of—that they were His people, “Let my son go, that he may serve me”. What did they do? They came out of Egypt, they crossed the Red Sea, you can read it all in the book of Exodus. It is an interesting book to read. They crossed the Red Sea, and they began to thirst and they found water and they drank of it and it was bitter (Exodus 15: 23), and they murmured against Moses and said to him, “for ye have brought us out into this wilderness, to kill this whole congregation”, Exodus 16: 3. How slow we are to come to appreciate the greatness and goodness of God in His purpose for His people. Moses “cried to Jehovah; and Jehovah shewed him wood, and he cast it into the waters, and the waters became sweet”, Exodus 15: 25. That was in the wilderness of Shur and then they move on and they come into the wilderness of Sin, and the people “murmured against Moses and against Aaron in the wilderness” (Exodus 16: 2); they said, ‘we have no food’ and what does God do to a murmuring and complaining people? He gives them the bread of the mighty. 

You say, ‘What is the bread of the mighty?’. It is the bread of angels, bread which the angels eat. You say, ‘Do angels eat?’ Yes, every created being needs to be sustained and the angels feed on the bread of the mighty. It says in Psalm 103, “Bless Jehovah, ye his angels, mighty in strength, that execute his word, hearkening unto the voice of his word. Bless Jehovah, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his that do his will” (Psalm 103: 21). You think of angels, hearkening to His word and doing His will. And they feed on the bread that 

Jehovah was giving to the Israelite, and by extension, I might say dear young people, the bread that He is giving to us, the manna which has come down out of heaven. What bread it is, it is given in relation to persons that are moving here in the scene of the absence of Christ and it is given, that even as the angels do God’s will, so that in the very scene of the wilderness there might be men that are doing His will. What food! It speaks of the Lord Jesus, here in lowly humiliation, not according to the pride of man; something that each of us no doubt find in our own hearts, but it was never in His. He who was the Creator of the universe, to whom it all belonged and who will come into it all yet, when He comes to take up His rights. He will come in to take up His rights in relation even to creation and creation will benefit from the One to whom it belongs. 

Yet think of the glory of such a Person, the Creator, being found in lowly manhood, and in Him there was not one element of pride. What a different kind of Man! How different from what I find in myself! That was what God was feeding the Israelite on. God would feed a multitude going through the wilderness, being led, not wandering, a multitude that were going to be brought into another order of life altogether. The manna does not bring us into another order of life; it sustains us in the circumstances of life in which we find ourselves. 

We come to the bread of life in John, that brings us to another order of life, and the bread of God which has come down out of heaven, brings us to another order of life; but I want to speak of the life of the bread that sustains us as we are moving through this scene. It bears on the testimony. You say, ‘it is a very simple aspect of the food which God gives’; indeed it is, but a very essential one. It delivers men from the features of man that are extant in the scene through which we pass. It speaks of Christ humbled. The hymn-writer says, 

‘All that shone in Christ, once humbled’. (Hymn 83) 

O, what shone in that blessed Man! Something that God found such infinite pleasure in, every feature that was delightful to God was found in the life of Jesus. Not one feature that He did not love or did not find His delight in was there. Mr Darby says in his Synopsis on Leviticus, ‘the hand that struck the chord found all in tune’ (Vol. 1, p.118), in the path and life of Jesus. What a life! Not deriving anything from this scene, but bringing with Him from another world, as He came into this scene, all that was proper to manhood, He brought it in in Himself. Features of it had been seen before, typically and morally in men like Moses. Moses could say, “A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up to you out of your brethren like me”, Acts 3: 22. There were moral features of the humanity of Jesus seen in men like Moses but not every feature. Every feature awaited the One who Himself would come in, who as we have been reminded already, “humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death”, Philippians 2: 8. Mr Lyon said that men came to humble Him when they came to seize Him in the garden, but they found a Man who had humbled Himself. What a Man! What perfection—a dependent Man, a Man who did nothing save that He received it from the Father. Whatever things the Father does, He says, “these things also the Son does in like manner”, John 5: 19. Think of the perfection that shone out in that humanity, what lowly movements of divine grace that could draw near to persons in need, who could do nothing for themselves. The wisdom, the skill in which He met every person, think of the skill in which He met them. To one He could lay His hands upon him and he was healed; to another He made spittle and put it on his eyes; to another He could say, “go thy way, the demon is gone out of thy daughter”, Mark 7: 29. Think of the wondrous grace that was present in the person of the Lord Jesus. It says at one point, “the Lord’s power was there to heal them”, Luke 5: 17. O, there is no case too difficult, dear friend! 

You may think Christianity is a dying religion. It may be, young people, that you are told that at school. I tell you, it cannot be a dying religion because there is a living Man in 

the presence of God and that Man was found here in humble, lowly manhood. O, what a Man for the Father’s pleasure! Those hidden years of which we know little, but of which everything is treasured in the Father’s affections—He could open the heavens upon Him, valuing those secret years. Think of what came into expression for the Father’s pleasure in a Man; we know so little, but at the age of twelve it says, “And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and he was in subjection to them”, Luke 2: 51. Think of those years in which the Father, if I might say reverently, could not take His eye off Jesus because of the attractiveness of One growing up, “For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling”, Isaiah 53: 2. I find how much I move as before men, conscious of what men may think, even conscious of what the brethren may think, and that of course is not wrong in itself because we have to earn the confidence of one another, but lying behind it all is that we are answerable to a heavenly Master. The Lord Jesus grew up, it says, “before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground”. What a Man! He never once defended Himself. When they questioned Him as to Himself, he never sought to defend the glory of His person. He who made everything out of nothing became nothing in the face of everything. What a Person, what lowly food, but it is the food of the mighty, the bread of the mighty. 

You say, ‘we need to rise up and do something’, yes rise up and collect the manna. Jehovah had told them through Moses that Jehovah would provide them with food, and there in the morning it covered the face of the wilderness. There it was, not a limited amount. Christ once humbled is available in all His fulness; not a limited amount, it came upon the dew, it says it was, “fine, granular”, Exodus 16: 14. What features! Did they have a place in Herod’s palace? No; fine, granular, it came from heaven, as it says. He “rained down manna upon them to eat”. He rained it down. Think of the fulness of the heart of God in His appreciation of Christ, seeing His people moving through 

the wilderness as we are today. The manna is intended, beloved, to give us strength, as we realise that the world is a wilderness. Without the manna they would have perished, and without Christ as food for the soul, each one of us would perish in the very scene through which we are passing. He rained it down. Ah, the heart of God, in all its beneficence, in all its fulness to His people. It says they had to collect it morning by morning. Do you collect the manna every morning? 

It was the head of the house that had to do this, and he had to collect according to the measure of the number of the household. What a responsibility rests upon heads of houses, but what a privilege, to bring it into the house in the morning, as early as possible, before it melted away, because it melted in the sun. What a privilege to bring into the house a fresh impression of that lowly manhood, that would build up a constitution to help us as we go out into the world in which our Lord Jesus has been rejected. I say what a privilege to bring it in, but what a responsibility. It came upon the dew, the Holy Spirit in His operations, working as He is, in order that He might secure a people that will not be of this earth, but will be characterised by what has come out of heaven. Beloved, I find in myself the danger of sinking to men’s thoughts, even in relation to assembly matters, maybe assembly administration, the danger of sinking to man’s thoughts and reasonings. I say go out and gather the manna and find that there is another kind of Man, a Man who humbled Himself, a Man who is characterised by these features. 

It was fine, it was even, like the oblation. The oblation was for God, it was even. Men have features that cause them to excel, maybe a business mind, maybe strength physically in sport. 

Yet you think of this Man, there was not one feature that marked Him out in the eyes of men, but everything was even in the life of Jesus. What a Person! It was fine, granular, nothing sharp, nothing abrasive. I find in myself how abrasive I am naturally, how easy to say the thing that upsets someone. That was never so in Him. They “wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth”, Luke 4: 22. They marvelled at what He did, “He does all things well”, Mark 7: 37. 

What a testimony, a heavenly testimony moving here through this scene in a heavenly Man. It is to be continued in heavenly men and women in the present day, and it is brought about in those that feed upon Him, and are formed by the Spirit, according to that character of manhood. 

So it says, “Man did eat the bread of the mighty”, that is what it made them. It says, in Psalm 105, “And he brought them forth with silver and gold; and there was not one feeble among their tribes” (Psalm 105: 37). Think of God bringing a people out of a scene of bondage and feeding them with Christ. They came out of Egypt with wealth, they moved through the wilderness a wealthy people from the divine view, a people that had brought the provision for the tabernacle, what riches there were for the heart of God, “And he brought them forth with silver and gold; and there was not one feeble among their tribes”. Why should we be feeble, dear brethren? Why should we not be moving here in the scene of the rejection of Christ, in the dignity and power that is available to us from the divine provision, and find that there is the resource in the presence here of the Holy Spirit. 

Well, I come to the passage we have read in Revelation, because it is the Lord’s own word; it is spoken to the overcomer. That comes down to each one of us. The Lord is looking for overcomers today. You may say, ‘Well, Mr So-and-So is the overcomer in our local company’. Well, that will not do. The Lord is looking today for each of us to be overcomers. 

It says, “To him that overcomes”. He would address His word to each of us. What makes an overcomer? What makes an overcomer, I would judge, is affection for Christ. There will be no overcomer in the scene in which He has been rejected without affection for the One 

who Himself has overcome, “as I also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne”, Revelation 3: 21. What a wonderful expression that is, “sat down with my Father in his throne”. Not on it, He will be soon seen to be sitting on His own throne, but He is sitting in the Father’s throne, it is a place of affection and intimacy, into which He has entered, and He has entered into it not only because He is the Son, glorious as He is, but because the Son has been here in conditions in which He has overcome, “as I also have overcome”. These seven assemblies each have an overcomer, and one might well ask why an overcomer is needed in a place like Philadelphia for example. Why should they need an overcomer? What was there to overcome? I believe it links with the Lord’s word to the disciples, “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation”, Matthew 26: 41; Mark 14: 38. 

The overcomer in Philadelphia was to be watchful lest there might be something allowed that might cause them to lose the joy of the place that they had in the affections of Christ. What could be greater than to be conscious of a place in the affections of Christ? 

I speak of this passage here. It says, “let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, to him will I give of the hidden manna”, everything is hidden here in Pergamos, “and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows”, we may come to that, but he is given of the hidden manna. It is not seen publicly in the world today; that character of man has been cast out and rejected; but it is hidden in the affections of those that love Him, “to him will I give of the hidden manna”. It is treasured in the affections of the Father. Wonderful thing! Going through the scene in which we are, maybe tempted (I speak I trust feelingly in relation to our young people, because young people face things today at school that those of us who are older have no idea what it is about), they have things offered to them, and activities offered to them, and I have no idea what they are like. I would say to you, young people, if you desire to be pleasing to the Master this word would come to you, ‘To him that overcomes, to him will I give of the hidden manna”. Think of the Lord Jesus valuing someone who desires to do what is right. He knows what it costs; He knew what it cost for Himself. He knew what it cost when men sought to turn Him aside on every hand; He knew what it cost to do what was right. What sustained Him in it was the enjoyment of His relation with the Father. Of course, He could not turn aside, He was perfect and there was nothing that man could appeal to in Him to make Him turn aside like there is in you or me; but what sustained Him was His enjoyment of His relation with the Father. 

What will sustain you and me as we move through the wilderness, when things are presented to us to tempt us away from the path of God’s will, is feeding on the perfection on the humanity of Jesus. Feed on that Man. I venture to say, dear brethren, that there will be no testimony maintained to the end if there is not the feeding on the manna. What will maintain the testimony here is feeding on the very features that God loves so fully in the person of Jesus, and that have been so fully expressed. So, He says, “to him will I give of the hidden manna”. You can take it with you as you go out to school, or out to work, take it with you. 

You come up against a difficult situation at school, or maybe in the office as we all do, well, have a look at the perfection of Christ, see what kind of Man was here that delighted God. 

Just have a look at that kind of Man, and you will find how different He is to all that is in the world that would seek to entice you away. 

Then He says, “and I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives it”. A stone suggests what is solid, what cannot be changed. You see that in Peter. You might say, Peter was so changeable and yet there was in Peter what was stone-like in character and it comes into expression so fully in his epistles. 

You think of the character of the work of God, not speaking of his failings, not speaking of his denial of the Saviour, not speaking of his departure, but there was something stone-like that came into expression and Peter is speaking of it. He speaks to us all, “Likewise ye younger, be subject to the elder, and all of you bind on humility”, 1 Peter 5: 5. How different to the man that could quickly take a sword in defence of the Master, and seek to defend the One who will soon take up the whole universe in His hand. He sought to defend Him. He was adjusted in his own experience with the Lord Jesus. That is where we come to things in our histories. 

We come to things in the presence of the Lord Jesus. We may get an impression in the local reading, but it begins to grow as you take it into the presence of the Lord Jesus, that is where it grows. You see it in its true light. It no longer becomes that remark that Mr So-and-So made, it becomes something that forms the work of God in your soul and it begins to grow. 

Now the Lord Jesus says, “and I will give to him a white stone”, what is unchangeable. It is pure—everything that comes from Him must be pure. What comes from man is corrupt, but what comes from Him must be pure. He says, “I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives it”. Have you got this stone? Young people, have you got your stone? There is a name written on it. We have spoken about taking impressions of the Lord Jesus with us as we go out, but do not forget to keep the stone in your pocket, keep it with you as you go. There is a name on it. The name, I think, refers to divine appreciation of the work of God in your soul. That is what the Lord Jesus says to Peter, “thou shalt be called Cephas (which interpreted is stone)”, John 1: 42. 

You take out the white stone as you are going through this scene, maybe in the office when the language is not suited to the believer. Take out the stone. Maybe when men laugh at you because you desire to walk a separate path as is becoming to the saints in this dispensation, in a broken day. Men may laugh at you, but just take the white stone out; it has a name on it that no one else knows about, but it is your 

secret with Him and His secret with you. It speaks of His appreciation of the work of God in your soul that answers to the expression of the manna that has come down from heaven. You take this stone out and see the name. Look at this stone; this is greater than what men are offering me. Then you say, ‘I cannot go with that, I want to keep the white stone’. No one knows, you put it back in your pocket. No one knows the name on it, but the Lord knows and so do you. I would say to you, dear young people, and maybe to those of us who are older, that as we go out into the world, maintain the secret that He has with yourself in the appreciation of the work of God in your soul. That work must correspond with that which has come down out of heaven in the manna. It must do, because everything that God has will speak to Him of the Lord Jesus in all His perfection. 

‘All that shone in Christ, once humbled, 

There expands in glory’s light’. (Hymn 83) 

What an answer it will be. The white stone will give you the assurance of the quickly coming day, and the name on it will give you the certainty of it. The day is coming and the work of God in all its glory will be displayed, and you and I, dear believer, will have a part in it, in that wonderful vessel, but it is solid and stable in its character, and the Lord would help us and sustain us here, to be kept in the appreciation of what our heavenly portion is as we take out the white stone and just have a look at the name. He has given it to the overcomer Himself. He has given it to the overcomer that he might be sustained as an overcomer in the scene of the absence of the Lord Jesus. Well, these words have been simple and yet I believe there will be no heavenly testimony if we are not feeding on the manna, but as we feed on the manna there will be the correspondence in the solidity of the work of God, that is able to stand in the absence of Christ. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Buckie
22 September 2007 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 78:21-25 (JND) [21] Therefore Jehovah heard, and was wroth; and fire was kindled against Jacob, and anger also went up against Israel: [22] Because they believed not in God, and confided not in his salvation; [23] Though he had commanded the clouds from above, and had opened the doors of the heavens, [24] And had rained down manna upon them to eat, and had given them the corn of the heavens. [25] Man did eat the bread of the mighty; he sent them provision to the full.

Revelation 2:17 (JND) [17] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, to him will I give of the hidden manna; and I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives [it].

Exodus 4:23 (JND) [23] And I say to thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me. And if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill thy son, thy firstborn.

Psalms 78:52 (JND) [52] And he made his own people to go forth like sheep, and guided them in the wilderness like a flock;

Exodus 15:23 (JND) [23] And they came to Marah, and could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; therefore the name of it was called Marah.

Exodus 16:3 (JND) [3] And the children of Israel said to them, Would that we had died by the hand of Jehovah in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots, when we ate bread to the full; for ye have brought us out into this wilderness, to kill this whole congregation with hunger!

Exodus 15:25 (JND) [25] And he cried to Jehovah; and Jehovah shewed him wood, and he cast it into the waters, and the waters became sweet. There he made for them a statute and an ordinance; and there he tested them.

Exodus 16:2 (JND) [2] And the whole assembly of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron in the wilderness.

Psalms 103 (JND) [1] {[A Psalm] of David.} Bless Jehovah, O my soul; and all that is within me, [bless] his holy name! [2] Bless Jehovah, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: [3] Who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases; …

Psalms 103:21 (JND) [21] Bless Jehovah, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his that do his will.

Acts 3:22 (JND) [22] Moses indeed said, A prophet shall [the] Lord your God raise up to you out of your brethren like me: him shall ye hear in everything whatsoever he shall say to you.

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

John 5:19 (JND) [19] Jesus therefore answered and said to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, The Son can do nothing of himself save whatever he sees the Father doing: for whatever things *he* does, these things also the Son does in like manner.

Mark 7:29 (JND) [29] And he said to her, Because of this word, go thy way, the demon is gone out of thy daughter.

Luke 5:17 (JND) [17] And it came to pass on one of the days, that *he* was teaching, and there were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, who were come out of every village of Galilee and Judaea and [out of] Jerusalem; and [the] Lord's power was [there] to heal them.

Luke 2:51 (JND) [51] And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and he was in subjection to them. And his mother kept all these things in her heart.

Isaiah 53:2 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Exodus 16:14 (JND) [14] And when the dew that lay [round it] was gone up, behold, on the face of the wilderness there was [something] fine, granular, fine as hoar-frost, on the ground.

Luke 4:22 (JND) [22] And all bore witness to him, and wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this the son of Joseph?

Mark 7:37 (JND) [37] and they were astonished above measure, saying, He does all things well; he makes both the deaf to hear, and the speechless to speak.

Psalms 105 (JND) [1] Give ye thanks unto Jehovah, call upon his name; make known his acts among the peoples. [2] Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him; meditate upon all his wondrous works. [3] Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek Jehovah. …

Psalms 105:37 (JND) [37] And he brought them forth with silver and gold; and there was not one feeble among their tribes.

Revelation 3:21 (JND) [21] He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne; as *I* also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne.

Matthew 26:41 (JND) [41] Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed [is] ready, but the flesh weak.

Mark 14:38 (JND) [38] Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation. The spirit indeed [is] willing, but the flesh weak.

1 Peter 5:5 (JND) [5] Likewise [ye] younger, be subject to [the] elder, and all of you bind on humility towards one another; for God sets himself against [the] proud, but to [the] humble gives grace.

John 1:42 (JND) [42] And he led him to Jesus. Jesus looking at him said, Thou art Simon, the son of Jonas; thou shalt be called Cephas (which interpreted is stone).



EXTRACTS

CHRIST KNOWN IN GLORY 

Christ in humiliation wins our hearts, and Christ in glory satisfies them. We learn to be suitable to Him by being in His company. 

If you are conversant with Christ in glory, you must be like Him in humiliation, because His life could not act differently in the same circumstances. It must act similarly in similar circumstances. 

I am in the same circumstances in which Jesus was down here; and as I have Christ in me, now glorified, and able to communicate with me through the Holy Spirit, I am living here as He lived, and I have the enjoyment and resources which were known to Jesus here on earth; and my heart is consciously enjoying the love which He bore me, in treading the path of death and sorrow for me. I deepen in the sense of His love for me, while I live Him in the very circumstances which He passed through for me. 

If I were not in His life, I could not comprehend how He walked and endured down here, and all to win us. He “loved the church, and gave himself for it”. If I were only to follow Him, as Peter and John did here, in His humiliation, I should feel attracted to Him, but I should not know how He felt and suffered for me. I should still be in my own life, though quickened. 

But when I know that I have life in a risen Christ, and that He lives in me, I walk here as He walked; and I know and understand the nature of that love that made Him suffer for me here. 

Company with Christ in His humiliation draws the heart to Him, but there is in it no necessary, or indeed possible, relinquishment of man in this life. But when I am in His life by the Holy Spirit, I can understand and feel as He felt, and the life of Him who here died for me is reproduced in me. 

Christ in humiliation helped the man still in natural life, but the corn of wheat must fall into the ground and die to bear fruit. Now in Him I have resurrection life, so I can live as He lived here, and though I still have natural life, it is controlled, not by the will of man, but by the Spirit of God, in the life of Him who is risen and glorified. The Holy Spirit is here for Christ, and not for the man on earth. The latter refused Him. The Holy Spirit maintains for Him in the place where He was refused. Not only am I connected with my Saviour in glory, but He lives in me, and this is my start, not my attainment. It is really wonderful as simple grace. 

J. B. Stoney (New Series Vol. 12, pp.315, 316) 

The Lord stands up and says, “The time is fulfilled ... repent and believe in the glad tidings”. It is not simply believe it, but believe in it, that is, take it on and search it out, and see how much there is in it. If you believe in it, you will find that you love the truth more and more. A lover of the truth is a person who has looked into the great gospel epistle—Romans; it is the truth set out in the most orderly way to meet the conscience and heart of a repentant sinner, and every page of it induces love of the truth. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 89, p.449) 

 


EDITOR’S NOTE OF AMENDMENT

In the April 2008 issue of NOTES OF MINISTRY the last 8 lines on page 3, should be deleted and the following substituted— 

AMB  Yes, that is helpful. New creation refers to Christ formed in the believer and the Spirit must be intimately involved in that. New creation goes further than reconciliation. 

Edited and Published by J. Strachan, 59 Frederick Street, Dundee, DD3 9DE, Scotland Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ, (T) (01277) 650661
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