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THE MARRIAGE LINK

B. W. Burton 

Ephesians 5: 22–33; Acts 18: 1–3, 18, 19 (to ‘left him there’),  24–26; Romans 16: 3–5 (to ‘house’) 

I wish to say a word, dear brethren, as to the sanctity of the marriage link as “in the Lord”, 1 Corinthians 7: 39. I am thinking too of what Peter says, “as also fellow-heirs of the grace of life”, 1 Peter 3: 7. In speaking of this holy subject I feel a certain measure of trepidation, and I need the help of the Lord, and of the Spirit of God too, to speak rightly of it. The verses in Ephesians 5 are perhaps the most outstanding in Scripture as to this precious relationship, and the way that it is intertwined by Paul here with the truth as to Christ and the assembly. Then I read these references to Aquila and Priscilla whom we might think of as a model couple of believers who were thoroughly with the beloved apostle, and a great help and strengthening to the saints generally. 

I bring this subject forward for two main reasons. One is that the young people amongst us must be surrounded in schools, and even the older ones in business, by complete confusion in families, where this relationship of husband and wife has been trodden underfoot, and it means nothing to myriads of our fellow men, alas. Think of the way that the enemy has been so successful in invading this precious relationship and really suggesting that it does not matter very much anyway, it is quite unnecessary; the man and the woman can live together as they please, and separate as they please. How foreign, beloved brethren, to God’s thoughts which go back to Genesis 2, with which Ephesians 5 obviously has a strong link. I think we should be very clear about that. But then the second point comes nearer home, beloved brethren, because whilst maybe we have not reached the depths that are amongst men around us, there has been a lot of sorrow even amongst us, and believers generally, in relation to the breakdown of this precious relationship. I just would say, feelingly and affectionately, it is not right. It is a serious affront to divine majesty that this precious relationship, set on of God, should be upset, interfered with and imposed upon by the enemy’s work. It is very sad indeed to see the breakdown of this relationship even amongst some of us, and I think we ought to take heed to that, dear brethren. One of the main things at the root of this is selfishness, and it is what activates the world around us—What can I get out of this? How does it affect me? It is very sad, dear brethren, if anything of that comes in amongst the beloved saints. The relationship of husband and wife is to be worked out in the spirit of selflessness, mutual affection and cooperation. The verses in Ephesians 5 bring that out, and it is very precious, and it is of God; I think we ought to thoroughly respect that, dear brethren, and we ought to examine the marriage relationship for ourselves to make sure that self is not activating us in any action at all, because what is selfish will destroy what is for divine delight and pleasure, and may even destroy that relationship, as it has done in certain cases, which is very sad. 

So I take up these verses in Ephesians 5 which are very beautiful. First of all the appeal by Paul is to the wives, to “submit yourselves to your own husbands, as to the Lord”. Is that not beautiful? Well some of the sisters may not entirely agree with that, and of course in the world around us the idea that a wife should be subject to her husband is ridiculed. Sometimes a woman decides to opt out of the sentence in the marriage bonds in which she agrees to obey her husband. It is a shame that that should be the case; but there it is, it is foreign with worldly women, any idea of being subject to the husband. But let us notice this, beloved brethren, it is submit yourselves to your own husbands, as to the Lord. That is, you look in one sense, if I put it rightly, beyond the husband; you look to the Lord, and you see that the divinely appointed way is that the husband stands in that relationship with you, he represents in that way the Lord; and the Lord’s rights normally in a wonderful and correct relationship would be reflected in the husband. And so the sisters here are exhorted “to submit yourselves to your own husbands, as to the Lord, for a husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the assembly”. These verses I think are exceedingly beautiful, dear brethren, in that at every step Paul interrelates these things; the literality of a husband and wife with the glory of that relationship of Christ with the assembly; and as he says at the end of this section, “This mystery is great”. May it bow our hearts, dear brethren, in praise and worship that we belong to a vessel that is Christ’s in every respect, a great mystery as to Christ and as to the assembly. We may well enquire into it, and go on enquiring into it, because I think there is untold wealth and blessing in it; what Christ is to His assembly, and what she is to Him too. Wonderful, is it not! Wonderful to have a part in a vessel that delights the heart of Christ, that He is soon going to take to Himself and translate into circumstances of glory; and I think these verses show that she is going to be perfectly equal to that. 

You get the type in Asnath, I suppose, taken up, you might say, out of the blue almost, nothing said about her previous history, and yet she is a woman who was morally able and morally equal to being united to Joseph in his glory, typical of Christ’s millennial glory and dominion over the whole earth. Is it not beautiful that God had that woman in reserve that she could become the wife of such a glorious man as Joseph, and that is translated too in relation to the glory of the assembly for Christ. And so it goes on to say here, “But even as the assembly is subjected to the Christ, so also wives to their own husbands in everything”. There is no way out of it, dear brethren, dear sisters. I trust it does not seem onerous to any sister here, but rather it is your glory. It is a wonderful thing to see a woman in the beauty of subjection and working these truths out firstly with her husband, but then in relation to the Lord’s own peculiar claims. How beautiful if the Lord Jesus looks down on the families of the saints and sees these things being worked out. I trust it is so. I think it is a very great shame, brethren, if the enemy gets into that relationship, and it works havoc. We have seen the sorrows of it, even amongst ourselves, and it is a sobering thing. We need more love, more selflessness. It says of Christ, “For the Christ also did not please himself”, Romans 15: 3. I think, brethren, if you look at the breakdown in these relationships you will find that it is some way of self-pleasing either with the husband or the wife, or with both, that has interfered with this precious relationship. May it be held in its true light and dignity as patterned on Christ and the assembly. He pleased not Himself. He gave all, He gave Himself for the assembly. Think of the love of Christ, how far He went, and what a price He paid that He might have the assembly for Himself, and He will have it. He has it now in spirit and will have it in actuality. 

I love that hymn we sang at the beginning, it is a beautiful hymn (Hymn 355). I remember well the sister who wrote it. She lived in fairly limited circumstances, and yet that hymn touches something of the greatness and the glory of what we are speaking about; the assembly for Christ and the Spirit’s part in relation to it. It was written at the time when we were recovered to the thoughts of being able to speak to and worship the blessed Holy Spirit of God. She was a woman who was very much following the opening up of the truth of those days. She had the light of it, and the Lord, I think, blessed her in writing that hymn. I would encourage the sisters to be on that line, to lay hold of the sweetness and the blessedness of what it is to have part in Christ’s assembly, and to work it out practically, first of all in relation to your own husband. In 1 Corinthians 7 Paul shows what the portion is of the sisters that do not have husbands. They have the greater privilege, in one sense, of being in immediate contact with Christ Himself, united to Him, taking up His interests and blessed in relation to it. What a privilege to know that relationship to Christ personally in that 

way. So whether it is through the husband, or whether it is directly, I think the sisters have a great place to fill and a great joy to take up in relation to this holy link. 

Paul then goes on to speak about the husband’s side of it, and perhaps this is even more testing, “Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly”. What a standard of things to put before the brothers. You are to love your wife, your own wife too, of course, as has often been stressed. You know quite a lot of the sorrows that come in through the breakdown of this relationship are because the eye wanders over other persons; but husbands love your own wives. And then the standard is set out by Paul, “even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it”. I think that is very fine, very beautiful; there are no reserves with Jesus. You think of Him here as a Man on earth. He spoke in those parables of the beauty of the pearl, the pearl of great price, and how He valued it. The assembly was not there in actuality but it existed in His own mind and affections, and He was prepared to go and sell all that He had that He might purchase it for Himself. And think of this now, that husbands are to love their own wives “even as the Christ also loved the assembly”. I think it would humble every one of us brothers, because it is an exacting standard; and of course in our own strength we are not going to meet it. But if you can reflect something of the grace of this blessed Man in His care for, and love of the assembly, which is demonstrated at the present time in the way that He brings in ministry, help and preservation for the saints of the assembly, all that is calculated to be a lever, dear brothers, that you and I might reflect that in relation to our own wives. Speaking carefully, I believe if those things were operating, and the other side of it which we have already spoken of with the sisters, there would be no breakdown in the marriage relationship. A certain sense of dependence and obedience, and a positive outlook, too, on what the Lord has in mind in these natural relations here, would preserve us as we remain dependent. 

So it goes on then to say, “in order that he might sanctify it, purifying it by the washing of water by the word, that he might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless”. Is that not beautiful! This is what the Lord Jesus has before Him; and He is going to have it, for the enemy will not intrude finally upon this. He is going to have that moment of presentation, “present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things”. There was a reading with Mr. James Taylor on this (Vol. 73, pp.20–37), and brothers spoke of the spots and wrinkles, and Mr. Taylor said, It does not say there were any spots or wrinkles’. But the fact is it is without spot or wrinkle, that is it is perfection, it is divine workmanship; and I think from the divine side it would be true to say there are not any spots or wrinkles, but His continuing work is preventive (ibid. pp.33, 34). Mr. Taylor used that word, it prevents these things and maintains the assembly according to His great and glorious thoughts, and it is for the joy of His own heart. Is that not wonderful? I suppose if we could reflect that too in these natural relationships, dear brethren, there would not be any thought of failure or disappointment or the breakdown of it. It could not be. So I think it challenges us as to how far really we have the glorious pattern in perfection in Christ and the assembly, before us in seeking to work out that relationship here. It is a relationship, as I said at the beginning, that is eluding men around us. They do not understand it. If trouble comes, they think they can leave that one and find someone else. What a sad state of affairs, dear brethren. It will never do. But we are to work really from this heavenly pattern that is seen in Christ and His assembly. And so I delight to think of this moment of presentation that is coming, “that he might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things, but that it might be holy and blameless”. 

Then Paul goes back again to have another word as to our side, “So ought men also to love their own wives as their own bodies … but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly”. Think of Christ’s present service in that way, loving and nourishing and cherishing the assembly. How precious! I think we get a touch of that when He comes in at the Supper and what flows out of that, and especially the marital side in response to Christ. Wonderful thing to think of His tender loving affection for the assembly in that way, and the way that He nourishes and cherishes it. Think of the sweetness and the softness of that action, the touch of the grace of that blessed Man, that He might secure the assembly entirely suited to His own glorious thoughts. It will be but a small step into His actual presence and into the final celebration when “the marriage of the Lamb is come”, and then it says, “and his wife has made herself ready”, Revelation 19: 7. It speaks too about the clothing and the fine linen, the righteousnesses of the saints. How wonderful to think of that being formed at the present time, taking shape in view of that glorious day of display. 

My point really would be that these things are to be reflected in the natural relationship between husband and wife; or in the case of the beloved sisters who are not married, in a peculiar way in their link with Christ personally. This is a wonderful compensation, that they have that privilege of caring directly for His things. If you like to read 1 Corinthians 7 you will see how Paul speaks of it, caring for the things of the Lord, whereas the married cares for the things of the husband (1 Corinthians 7: 34). I do not think that is on husbands of the Ephesian setting here, but there would be that aspect to it, that the unmarried has an advantage in that way that she can consider and cater for the needs and the thoughts and affections of her blessed Lord; how wonderful! What an opening, beloved brethren, whether it is brother or sister, for all of us to progress in these things in our affection for Christ and our usefulness to Him here. So Paul goes on, “we are members of his body”, and then comes to this great point in verse 32, “This mystery is great”. May it bow our hearts in worship as we think of the greatness of this mystery. It was there in Genesis 2, of course, immediately from the hand of God; He “built the rib that he had taken from Man into a woman; and brought her to Man. And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh” (Genesis 2: 22, 23); a wonderful thing completely distinct from the rest of creation, something for his own blessed heart and a glorious counterpart. And so it comes to its fulness now in relation to Christ and the assembly, “This mystery is great, but I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”. 

That was the great kernel of the beloved apostle’s ministry to secure the assembly for Christ, and to bring out the great light of the assembly here in relation to Christ; a beautiful thing. I trust, dear brethren, we might get some fresh touch of the greatness of what we have been taken up in relation to, the greatness of Christ; but then He depends to some extent at least on His assembly here at the present time, and those features are going to be translated shortly into glory. It is going to be a wonderful end to this story of love, you might say, Christ and the assembly. In any measure in which we might see these things reflected in our own marital relationships, and hold them in the light of that, I think that would be a very blessed thing. May we all be preserved from the breakdown that is in the world around us in relation to this. It is bringing havoc and sorrow. You think of the young ones at school, many of their companions probably have not literal father and mother, I mean not caring for them, for they invent all sorts of nomenclature to get round this. How sad. May the children of the saints be preserved from it, and may we have a sense of what it is to be taken up in relation to these glorious relationships, “But ye also, every one of you, let each so love his own wife as himself; but as to the wife I speak that she may fear the husband”. The last verse in a way sums it all up, “each so love his own wife as himself”. Very simple, but if we think about that and we seek to practise it, I think things will work, and it brings you into a sphere of divine affections which flow from Christ through His assembly, and are reflected in the households of the saints too in this precious relationship. I trust that it might be the more so as a result of our speaking over these things today. 

I say just a word about these two, Aquila and Priscilla. Perhaps some of the younger ones do not know, but these two are referred to six times in Scripture, and it has been pointed out repeatedly that three times Aquila is put first, and three times Priscilla is put first. There is a wonderful blending of these two, and in one of the verses read Paul says they “staked their own neck”; two people, one neck. That is very fine. I think these two are sample believers and show a husband and wife fully committed to the Lord’s testimony here. So in the first reference they had been told to leave Rome, and Paul came to Corinth and there they were. And it says, “came to them, and because they were of the same trade abode with them, and wrought. For they were tent-makers by trade”. This is the only place as far as I know where you would gather this from scripture. Think of Paul being a tent-maker, but he had good companions in these two. Evidently they were together in it too, and they were making tents; which in those days, and I suppose in a typical way in our own day, is a good place in which to live. Abraham sojourned in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise (Hebrews 11: 9). Maybe most of us live in a mansion compared with a tent, but it is the idea of a temporary dwelling-place here; and let us hold that, dear brethren. A wonderful thing to dwell in a tent, a day’s march nearer home. Not dwelling in mansions here or settling down in things here but they were tent-makers by trade, and Paul abode with them and wrought. Think of other work that the apostle had to do, and yet he used his hands. He used his hands in other ways, as he says, to provide for what was needed. A great vessel like the apostle Paul, and yet he could get down to the menial details, and he abode with these two. Think of having Paul at home with you, for some weeks apparently. What a wonderful privilege that would be. I think it contributed to the education of these two. I think they loved him, and I think he loved them too. Find somebody that really loves Paul; well, that is a good point, in sympathy with him. So he abode with them for they were tent-makers by trade. 

Then it says later in the chapter where we read, “Paul, having yet stayed there many days” he moved on, and when he moved away from Corinth he took Priscilla and Aquila with him, “sailed thence to Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila”. He took them in his company. You read about that, Paul and his company; and in a way, dear brethren, that is like the fellowship today. Are we with Paul and his company? That is beautiful to have a place with the beloved apostle in relation to what is pleasing to Christ at the present time. Well these two fitted in; and I covet that, dear brethren, to fit in with the beloved apostle. With the other apostles too, of course, and above all with the Lord Himself, but here they seem to have this link with Paul that went through. And so eventually he left them and went on, but he left them at Ephesus; and then at the end of this chapter you have Apollos who comes to Ephesus. He began to speak publicly and boldly, “mighty in the scriptures … instructed in the way of the Lord, and being fervent in his spirit, he spoke and taught exactly the things concerning Jesus, knowing only the baptism of John ... And Aquila and Priscilla, having heard him, took him to them”, and it says they “unfolded to him the way of God more exactly”. You see they had profited by dwelling with Paul, and Paul dwelling with them. No doubt Paul had instructed them, led them on in their understanding of the truth of the mystery, so they could see that there was something beyond what Apollos was enjoying, and they took him to them and they explained it to him. It is very interesting that it is the man and his wife here. It is Aquila and Priscilla, which I suppose would be just. You would expect the brother perhaps to give a lead in seeking to instruct someone else more exactly in the truth, but he did not leave Priscilla out. I think that is wonderful for a brother and a sister together to be able to bring in an element of admonition or encouragement or further instruction. 

As you look back in the history of this recovery, there have been some remarkable women. One of the most outstanding was Lady Powerscourt. I read her letters years ago, but I have been rereading them of late, and I would commend it to everyone. If you have not read them you have missed something, and I would lay it on every sister especially perhaps, but all of us, to read those letters. It is almost unbelievable the spiritual wealth that woman had. Contemporary, of course, with Mr. Darby, born in the same year, converted at 19 in the church, but she moved out with Mr. Darby and she was married at 22, had a little girl that died in infancy, and then she was widowed at 23. Well what a path of sadness! She certainly knew sorrow, but if you read her letters you will find a wealth there, a wealth of the Scriptures and of the truth, and a wealth of sisterly feeling and affection for others that I think leaves some of us rather speechless. I would commend it to everyone that you read those letters, because there was a woman who had known sorrow and she died when she was only 36; she had known sorrow but she also knew the love of Christ, and she knew the compassions that are new every morning, and she knew how to admonish and to exhort one and another. Her letters are full of positive, wonderful teaching as to the Scriptures, and it would be good for everyone to read them. Apparently they are on a disk now as well, but I think they are available in book form. They were reprinted by Chapter Two, London, England, some years ago as ‘The Letters and Papers of Lady Powerscourt’. I was just thinking of that in relation to these two here, taking Apollos to them, and unfolding to him the truth. I suppose they just sat down quietly with Apollos. It does not appear that there was anyone else there. They just unfolded to him the way of God. They did not rebuke him for what he had said wrong, if he had said anything wrong or shortcomings, but they “unfolded to him the way of God more exactly”. I have no doubt Apollos would have remembered that. He was “an eloquent man, who was mighty in the scriptures”, but he got touches now from these two, a man and his wife, and they were together in it. I think it helped Apollos on the road. 

Then finally I read that verse in Romans 16 where amongst these commendations and references to the brethren in Rome. Paul says in verse 3, “Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus”. Paul refers to fellow-soldiers, fellow-workmen, fellow-captives, fellow-labourers, and there are other things too, but you think of this touch here, “my fellow-workmen”. I do not think it would have been too easy being a fellow-workman with Paul. He would not cut any corners, and he would not brook any shortcomings in the work. The work would have to be according to the divine standard, and to work with him would be, I would think, quite an exacting thing. But these two seemed to be able for it, “my fellow-workmen”. Think of a brother and a sister in those days being rated by Paul as fellow-workmen. In other words, the work that Paul was engaged with, which of course was the work of the Lord, they were with him in it as fellow-workmen. Paul speaks elsewhere of “a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2: 15), and I believe Aquila and Priscilla would have been on that line. And I suppose it is a place that is available to every one of us at the present time, to be fellow-workmen in that sense with what Paul stands for, that is, the furtherance of assembly truth. It is a wonderful thing to see a brother and a sister yoked together in that. 

Then he goes on to say, “who for my life staked their own neck; to whom not I only am thankful, but also all the assemblies of the nations”. As far as I know we do not quite know when this was, but it is a remarkable thing that a husband and wife should stake their own neck. As I said earlier, it is two people, one neck. You cannot always define these things in human terms, but these two evidently at one point risked their lives for Paul. He did not forget it, he valued it, and he says that all the assemblies of the nations valued it too. Well it is very precious to take account of this relationship of husband and wife as worked out positively for the furtherance of the testimony, the preservation of the Pauline line of things which has come down to us, and has been the main aspect, I suppose, of the opening up of the truth of this recovery in which we find our part. Not of course at all forgetting the others, the line of Peter, John, and so on, and all that has come in subsequently too, but the bedrock of it really is in the beloved apostle Paul’s ministry. May we have an ear for it, and may we, like Aquila and Priscilla, be set for the furtherance of it, and the support of it. It is available to us, dear brethren, and particularly in relation to this address I would say it is available to a husband and wife, or it is available to a sister in communion with the Lord to support these things, and to bring in added strength, and bring in affection too in relation to Christ and what is here for His pleasure at the present time. May we be encouraged in it, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Buckhurst Hill
23 May 2011 

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 5:22-33 (JND) [22] Wives, [submit yourselves] to your own husbands, as to the Lord, [23] for a husband is head of the wife, as also the Christ [is] head of the assembly. *He* [is] Saviour of the body. [24] But even as the assembly is subjected to the Christ, so also wives to their own husbands in everything. [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it, [26] in order that he might sanctify it, purifying [it] by the washing of water by [the] word, [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless. [28] So ought men also to love their own wives as their own bodies: he that loves his own wife loves himself. [29] For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly: [30] for we are members of his body; [we are of his flesh, and of his bones.] [31] Because of this a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall be united to his wife, and the two shall be one flesh. [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly. [33] But *ye* also, every one of you, let each so love his own wife as himself; but as to the wife [I speak] that she may fear the husband.

Acts 18:1-19 (JND) [1] And after these things, having left Athens, he came to Corinth; [2] and finding a certain Jew by name Aquila, of Pontus by race, just come from Italy, and Priscilla his wife, (because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome,) came to them, [3] and because they were of the same trade abode with them, and wrought. For they were tent-makers by trade. [4] And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded Jews and Greeks. [5] And when both Silas and Timotheus came down from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in respect of the word, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. [6] But as they opposed and spoke injuriously, he shook his clothes, and said to them, Your blood be upon your own head: *I* [am] pure; from henceforth I will go to the nations. [7] And departing thence he came to the house of a certain [man], by name Justus, who worshipped God, whose house adjoined the synagogue. [8] But Crispus the ruler of the synagogue believed in the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptised. [9] And the Lord said by vision in [the] night to Paul, Fear not, but speak and be not silent; [10] because *I* am with thee, and no one shall set upon thee to injure thee; because I have much people in this city. [11] And he remained [there] a year and six months, teaching among them the word of God. [12] But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with one consent rose against Paul and led him to the judgment-seat, …

Romans 16:3-5 (JND) [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, [4] (who for my life staked their own neck; to whom not *I* only am thankful, but also all the assemblies of the nations,) [5] and the assembly at their house. Salute Epaenetus, my beloved, who is [the] first-fruits of Asia for Christ.

1 Corinthians 7:39 (JND) [39] A wife is bound for whatever time her husband lives; but if the husband be fallen asleep, she is free to be married to whom she will, only in [the] Lord.

1 Peter 3:7 (JND) [7] [Ye] husbands likewise, dwell with [them] according to knowledge, as with a weaker, [even] the female, vessel, giving [them] honour, as also fellow-heirs of [the] grace of life, that your prayers be not hindered.

Ephesians 5 (JND) [1] Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children, [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. [3] But fornication and all uncleanness or unbridled lust, let it not be even named among you, as it becomes saints; …

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Ephesians 5 (JND) [1] Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children, [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. [3] But fornication and all uncleanness or unbridled lust, let it not be even named among you, as it becomes saints; …

Ephesians 5 (JND) [1] Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children, [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. [3] But fornication and all uncleanness or unbridled lust, let it not be even named among you, as it becomes saints; …

Ephesians 5 (JND) [1] Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children, [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. [3] But fornication and all uncleanness or unbridled lust, let it not be even named among you, as it becomes saints; …

Romans 15:3 (JND) [3] For the Christ also did not please himself; but according as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me.

1 Corinthians 7 (JND) [1] But concerning the things of which ye have written [to me]: [It is] good for a man not to touch a woman; [2] but on account of fornications, let each have his own wife, and each [woman] have her own husband. [3] Let the husband render her due to the wife, and in like manner the wife to the husband. …

Revelation 19:7 (JND) [7] Let us rejoice and exult, and give him glory; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready.

1 Corinthians 7 (JND) [1] But concerning the things of which ye have written [to me]: [It is] good for a man not to touch a woman; [2] but on account of fornications, let each have his own wife, and each [woman] have her own husband. [3] Let the husband render her due to the wife, and in like manner the wife to the husband. …

1 Corinthians 7:34 (JND) [34] There is a difference between the wife and the virgin. The unmarried cares for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and spirit; but she that has married cares for the things of the world, how she shall please her husband.

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Genesis 2:22-23 (JND) [22] And Jehovah Elohim built the rib that he had taken from Man into a woman; and brought her to Man. [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man.

Hebrews 11:9 (JND) [9] By faith he sojourned as a stranger in the land of promise as a foreign country, having dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with [him] of the same promise;

Romans 16 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, …

2 Timothy 2:15 (JND) [15] Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth.



SOUL EXPERIENCE WITH THE LORD JESUS

J. Wright 

John 5: 1–16; 9: 1–12, 24–38; 10: 7–16

I have read of two men who the Lord Jesus had to do with when He was here. He came in for them and He met their condition and brought in healing. These were physical things that the Lord Jesus handled with these persons. The Lord is able for that. He is able for physical things. Some of us who know the Lord Jesus know that He is the Saviour of the body, but I am not so much concerned about that at the moment, but about the condition of our souls. What is the state of your soul? The Lord Jesus knows us perfectly. He knew these persons who He was dealing with here. He is available to us to help us wherever we may be in our soul. He is not out to condemn us, He is here to help us. I say He is here, for the Lord Jesus would draw near at a time like this when we are together. He would come here and make Himself available to us. We know He is in heaven, He is at the right hand of God; that is a wonderful thing that He is there, He is in the place of power. All power has been given to Him. He says that, “all power has been given to me in heaven and upon earth”, Matthew 28: 18. He has power, and with that, dear friend. He has a heart. Not only has He power but He has a heart for you. These two men proved the service of the Lord Jesus. I wonder if you have, if you have had an experience with Him where He has come alongside of you, and has drawn near to you and met your condition. I say your soul condition. We have all been affected by sin, every one of us. We are all sinners. I trust there is no one here who would say they were not a sinner. The good news is that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. He says at another point, “I am not come to call righteous persons, but sinful ones to repentance”, Luke 5: 32. It is a wonderful thing that He came to save sinners. Paul, who said that, also said, “of whom I am the first”, 1 Timothy 1: 15. He was the first or the chief of sinners, and he was saved. I trust we are all saved. 

But these persons, each one of them, proved the healing power of the Lord Jesus. The man in John 9 went on to other things. He grew in his acquaintance with and appreciation of the Lord Jesus and he came into other things. He came into the flock which we read of in John 10. He came to the Shepherd, he came into the flock where there is safety, and where there is liberty and enjoyment and provision. The man in John 5 we do not really know what happened to him. He did not really leave the religious associations he was in, it does not seem as if he made a move. We have been reminded, and it is a solemn consideration in one sense, that we are either going forward or we are going back. This man in John 5 was going back, and he caused trouble for the Lord Jesus. He got benefit from the Lord Jesus. The Lord was acting here in grace whatever the need; we sang of it, 

“What e’er thy need He’ll meet it now, 

In Him thou canst confide” (Hymn 177). 

This man was in need and the Lord Jesus found him, He knew he was in need, and He acted in grace. This chapter brings out that the Lord Jesus was doing the Father’s work. Whatever the Father did the Lord Jesus did in like manner. It was grace. The Father is spoken of in this gospel. It is not the side of relationship believers have as knowing the Father because they are sons; that is relationship into which they are brought; but the Lord Jesus was making God known in grace and speaking of Him as Father. That is the way God has been made known in this dispensation in grace. The Lord Jesus came here to make God known in that way. He could say, “He that has seen me has seen the Father”, John 14: 9. That is God known in grace and that is a wonderful thing and the Lord Jesus was acting in grace. He was acting in grace towards this man. There he was in this place, it was a religious place and there was some mercy there. It has been referred to as a house of mercy; an angel came down at certain times and troubled the water. Whoever got into the water first was healed; it was mercy operating but in a very limited way. The Lord Jesus was making God known. Paul says He is rich in mercy (Ephesians 2: 4). God is not acting in a limited way in mercy, dear friend. He is rich in it. What a wonderful thing that is, that mercy is flowing from God. It is coming out to persons like you and me, persons who could not help themselves. This man could not help himself. There he was in a hopeless situation, someone else always got into the water first and he had been there thirty eight years. What a long time he had been there. Well the Lord Jesus just speaks to him. He says, “Wouldest thou become well?” Think of that, the man wanted to become well but he had no means of becoming well. You know, dear friend, in our sinful condition we have no means in ourselves of becoming well, of getting rid of that condition. 

This condition here of not being able to walk, what is it a result of? It is a result of sin. Naturally speaking we cannot walk and please God. I am not talking now of the physical thing, but the moral thing. Men cannot walk and please God, they do not know how to do it. This man was lying on this couch all that time in this place where there were five porches, the religious organisation. People say today that it does not matter too much what we believe, we can all reach the same end at some time, we can get blessing; it does not matter which way. There is only one way, dear friend, there is only one way we can receive blessing and that is through our Lord Jesus Christ. There is only one way in which our sinful condition can be met and that is through our Lord Jesus Christ. Whatever our state is now, dear friend, there is One who can meet it, and there is One who is ready to meet it. There was a leper in the gospels who came to the Lord Jesus and said, “Lord, if thou wilt, thou art able to cleanse me”, Matthew 8: 2. He knew the Lord could do it but he was not sure whether the Lord was willing to do it. Dear friend, He is willing to do it. The Lord stretched out His hand to him and says, “I will; be cleansed”. What a wonderful thing that is; He is a wonderful Person, our Lord Jesus Christ. We love to speak of Him, He is the theme of the gospel, Christianity centres in Him. What does He mean to me? What does He mean to you, dear friend? I do not think He meant much to this man, although he received blessing from Him because he took up his couch and walked. That brings out the power that there is in the Lord’s word. 

There was power in the Lord’s word when He brought in creation, He said and it was done. The creation, what we see all around us, the universe, was brought in by His power. Think of the power that there is in the Lord’s word, but there is power now in His word to bring in healing and bring in help. This man got help through the power there was in the Lord’s word, yet he did not come to know the Saviour, he caused Him trouble. He went away to the Jews and said it was Jesus. “Jesus finds him in the temple, and said to him, Behold, thou art become well—sin no more, that something worse do not happen to thee”, as if the Lord Jesus did not really have confidence in that man. “The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. And for this the Jews persecuted Jesus and sought to kill him”. Well, dear friend, we can get some benefit from the Lord Jesus and yet still cause Him trouble. I suppose if we are honest with ourselves we would acknowledge that since we did get blessing from the Lord Jesus we have at times caused Him trouble. If I am a trouble to my brethren it is a trouble to the Lord; this man did not go on. 

But the man in John 9 went on and followed up things and he came to know the Lord Jesus, he came to know Him in a greater way, he grew in his appreciation of Him. He speaks of a man called Jesus, and he speaks of a prophet, then he comes to know Him as the Son of God, the centre of another world. This man was true to what had been wrought in him. The Lord Jesus has done everything for us, He has done for us what no one else could do. He has been to the cross, He has suffered and He has died, He has borne the judgment of God against sin in the three hours of darkness on the cross. Think of the sufferings of the Lord Jesus. Think of what He has done for us, dear friend. Do we thank Him for it? Do I thank Him enough for it for what He has done for me? The work on the cross, think of those agonising sufferings. Think of what it meant to Him, who knew no sin to be made sin for us. Think of Him being made sin, being made the thing He hated. We cannot fathom that, He had a perfect hatred of sin. We may have some judgment of sin but we have not a perfect hatred of it like the Lord Jesus had. He was intrinsically holy, He was repelled by sin, yet He was made sin. 

No wonder that at the anticipation of it He shrank from it in Gethsemane when He could say, “My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me”, Matthew 26: 39. Think of the Lord Jesus rightly shrinking from that yet He went forward with it. Thank God He went forward with it. He went to the cross and He suffered, He suffered for men; when men did their worst to Him He was forsaken of God. Personally He was pleasing to God as He devoted Himself, as He committed Himself, but God hid His face from Him when He was made sin. Think of the awfulness of the sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross; then His going into death and shedding His precious blood. Think of what He has done for us! His life has been poured out. His precious blood has been poured out, “without blood-shedding there is no remission”, Hebrews 9: 22. You and I would never know the forgiveness of sins and be justified by God if the precious blood of the Lord Jesus had not been shed. It has been shed, dear friend, and He went into the grave, but He is out of it now, He is in glory, His wonderful work completed to God’s glory and satisfaction. That is what He has done for us but then, He wants to do something in us. He wants to do something in you and in me. The works of God were manifested in this man, a wonderful thing as under the touch of the Lord Jesus Christ. He was doing something in him and this man made progress in his soul. It came out, the works of God being manifested in him. 

This man was born blind and man naturally is blind, naturally we cannot see things rightly because of our sinful condition. The commission given to Paul was to preach to open persons’ eyes, to enlighten persons. Well the Lord Jesus served this man that his eyes should be opened and He says to the man, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, which is interpreted, Sent”. This is a different pool to the one we have been reading about in the earlier chapter, “the pool of Siloam, which is interpreted, Sent”. The Lord Jesus here in manhood was here as the sent One. He had been sent. He came Himself into manhood but as here in manhood He was sent, He was obedient to the Father, He had a commission and He was sent. If things are to progress in our souls it must be on the basis of obedience. Think of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, who He is in the glory of His person, yet here in obedience to His Father’s will. Well, this man comes in on that line. The Lord says to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, which is interpreted, Sent. He went therefore and washed, and came seeing”. Previously the Lord Jesus had “spat on the ground and made mud of the spittle, and put the mud, as ointment, on his eyes”. That did not open his eyes, but it is a reminder of the One we are having to do with, a divine Person in manhood. The life of Jesus, however delightful and however pleasurable it was to God, and it was that, every moment of that life, every step the Lord Jesus took, was delightful to God, yet that would never save us. We could not be saved from our sinful condition unless the Lord Jesus went into death. He had to die, dear friend. So the Lord Jesus put this ointment on the man’s eyes. It was His own spittle, a divine Person in manhood, but He told the man to go, and he went to the pool of Siloam and washed. “He went therefore and washed, and came seeing”. What a wonderful transaction! 

It is a wonderful thing when through faith we are obedient to the Lord’s word, we are obedient to what is made known to us in the glad tidings. The glad tidings are made known for the obedience of faith. It is not presented as an option, you cannot take it or leave it. There is only one way of salvation and it is necessary that you should take that way, and take it in obedience to the Lord’s word. After all it is obedience to One who loves us, and it is obedience to One who can do everything for us. He has done so much for us but then He wants to do something in you and with you. He wants you to be under His hand and obedience is necessary. Well, this man stood his ground; he spoke to the neighbours, and to the Jews, even his parents were not sympathetic with him. The religious people were all against him because they were against Christ. 

You marvel as you read this gospel what the Lord Jesus went through from the Jews, the religious people were constantly at the Lord Jesus attacking Him in some way. Religious people are the most difficult to reach, but they are not impossible to reach. The one who was the chief of the sinners was a Pharisee of the Pharisees, he was a deeply religious man, and in what he was doing he thought he was serving God. Yet he was reached by the Lord Jesus from the glory, the light shone into him and it broke him down. What a thing it is when we are broken down, when we think we are doing what is right, yet we find we are wrong, we are not doing what is right and the light comes in. Well this man stood his ground against these people; they did not like it. If you stand your ground people will not like you. If you stand your ground at school, do not give way, keep to what you know. This man says, “One thing I know”. He stood his ground. The Lord would give you strength to do that. Yet in one sense here the Lord left this man alone for a while; he was able to stand. The Lord is able to make us stand. The work of God in him enabled him to stand and he knew certain things; keep to what you know. Have a transaction with the Lord Jesus, and know what it is to come into blessing through obedience to His word, then keep to it. 

So this man eventually was cast out, they did not want any more to do with him. The Lord Jesus has been cast out. He was alone, and this man was alone, but he was congenial company for the Lord Jesus. The Lord Jesus heard that they had cast him out “and having found him, he said to him. Thou, dost thou believe on the Son of God?” The Lord Jesus was going to make Himself known to him as the Son of God. You know, the Lord will reveal Himself to us as we are ready for it. The man was making progress in his soul, progress in his knowledge of the Lord Jesus. He was ready now that the Lord Jesus should make Himself known to him as the Son of God, and another world would open up to him. The Lord Jesus is the sun and centre of another world. You may be cast out of this world as this man was, but there is another world of which the Lord Jesus is the sun and centre. That is a wonderful thing to come into—to know the Lord Jesus in that way, to know Him as the sun and centre of another world. Well, he did the Lord Jesus homage. Most of us would have had the opportunity this morning of giving Him homage; He is worthy of it. We sometimes sing, 

‘Worthy of homage and of praise,

Worthy by all to be adored’. (Hymn 195)

He is worthy of it. Well this man did Him homage. 

I just want to speak briefly of chapter 10. This man was ready to come into the flock. There is a flock down here, there is one flock, there is one Shepherd. It is not Mr So-and-so’s flock, some clergyman’s flock, there is one flock and there is one Shepherd. Paul would say in his language there is one body, there is only one. It was never the Lord’s intention, it was never in the mind of God that the state of things that exists now in what we call Christendom should be as it is with diverse bodies, diverse sects; there is one Shepherd, there is one flock. The great thing is to be consciously in the one flock. You come into it through the service of the Shepherd, through knowing the Shepherd; He says, “I am the door”. He is the way in. It is not a question of comparing one company with another, saying I like this company better than the other company, but you come to the Lord Jesus. He is the door. He is the way into the one flock. He says, “I am the door of the sheep”. He refers to those who came before as thieves and robbers, but He says, “I am the door—if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture”. What an experience that is to go in and go out and to find pasture, it suggests liberty, and you find something for your soul. “He leadeth me beside still waters, He restoreth my soul”, Psalm 23: 2, 3. He would lead us in to find pasture. The question is raised in the Song of Songs as to where the lover of our souls feeds His sheep; where does He feed them? If you go in and you go out you will find liberty as coming to Him and you will find pasture. “The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy—I am come that they might have life, and might have it abundantly”. 

The Lord Jesus has come for that purpose that we might have life, spiritual life in the flock, eternal life to be known and enjoyed now, and have it abundantly. These are very satisfying things, very establishing things to be enjoyed. Then He speaks about the wolf coming and scattering the flock; how that has happened. But He says, “I am the good shepherd; and I know those that are mine, and am known of those that are mine, as the Father knows me and I know the Father”. You say, is that possible? That is a very intimate link with the Shepherd, is it not? “I know those that are mine”. The Lord knows those who are His. It says that in 2 Timothy, but I think this is something more intimate than that. He says, “I know those that are mine, and am known of those that are mine”. It is an intimate relation with the Lord Jesus Himself. Such persons will not be drawn away by strangers, they will not heed the voice of strangers, they would have an intimate knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. If we taste this, it is possible to get away from it, but we need to be kept near Him for preservation. The Lord Jesus would lead us into these things. He says, “I lay down my life for the sheep”. He has laid down His life for the sheep. He has expressed His love for the sheep. He says, “I have other sheep which are not of this fold—those also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one flock, one shepherd”. 

I just felt led to speak of these two men, and I wonder which category I am in. I may have had some initial touch and help from the Lord Jesus but am I progressing? Am I coming into what the Lord Jesus would have in mind for me? It is an important thing that we do because there is safety in it, there is enjoyment in it. There is a tract called ‘Safety. Certainty and Enjoyment’; that is what the Lord Jesus would bring us into in the knowledge of Himself, and into the one flock where there is one Shepherd. May the Lord help us, in His name. 

Preaching at Walton-on-the-Naze
17 October 2010 

 


Scripture references

John 5:1-16 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. [4] For an angel descended at a certain season in the pool and troubled the water. Whoever therefore first went in after the troubling of the water became well, whatever disease he laboured under.] [5] But there was a certain man there who had been suffering under his infirmity thirty and eight years. [6] Jesus seeing this [man] lying [there], and knowing that he was [in that state] now a great length of time, says to him, Wouldest thou become well? [7] The infirm [man] answered him, Sir, I have not a man, in order, when the water has been troubled, to cast me into the pool; but while I am coming another descends before me. [8] Jesus says to him, Arise, take up thy couch and walk. [9] And immediately the man became well, and took up his couch and walked: and on that day was sabbath. [10] The Jews therefore said to the healed [man], It is sabbath, it is not permitted thee to take up thy couch. [11] He answered them, He that made me well, *he* said to me, Take up thy couch and walk. [12] They asked him [therefore], Who is the man who said to thee, Take up thy couch and walk? …

John 9:1-38 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. [4] I must work the works of him that has sent me while it is day. [The] night is coming, when no one can work. [5] As long as I am in the world, I am [the] light of the world. [6] Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud of the spittle, and put the mud, as ointment, on his eyes. [7] And he said to him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, which is interpreted, Sent. He went therefore and washed, and came seeing. [8] The neighbours therefore, and those who used to see him before, that he was a beggar, said, Is not this he that was sitting and begging? [9] Some said, It is he; others said, No, but he is like him: *he* said, It is I. [10] They said therefore to him, How have thine eyes been opened? [11] He answered [and said], A man called Jesus made mud and anointed mine eyes, and said to me, Go to Siloam and wash: and having gone and washed, I saw. [12] They said therefore to him, Where is he? He says, I do not know. …

John 10:7-16 (JND) [7] Jesus therefore said again to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. [8] All whoever came before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not hear them. [9] I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture. [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly. [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep: [12] but he who serves for wages, and who is not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf seizes them and scatters the sheep. [13] Now he who serves for wages flees because he serves for wages, and is not himself concerned about the sheep. [14] I am the good shepherd; and I know those that are mine, and am known of those that are mine, [15] as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. [16] And I have other sheep which are not of this fold: those also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one flock, one shepherd.

Matthew 28:18 (JND) [18] And Jesus coming up spoke to them, saying, All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth.

Luke 5:32 (JND) [32] I am not come to call righteous [persons], but sinful [ones] to repentance.

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …

John 14:9 (JND) [9] Jesus says to him, Am I so long a time with you, and thou hast not known me, Philip? He that has seen me has seen the Father; and how sayest thou, Shew us the Father?

Ephesians 2:4 (JND) [4] but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us,

Matthew 8:2 (JND) [2] And behold, a leper came up to [him] and did him homage, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou art able to cleanse me.

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Hebrews 9:22 (JND) [22] and almost all things are purified with blood according to the law, and without blood-shedding there is no remission.

Psalms 23:2-3 (JND) [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.



EXTRACT

SB  The leading of the Spirit can only come in after the Lord has been received up, hence it is more advanced. 

JT  Yes. We have the leading of the Lord after we learn in subjection how to follow the Lord. The Corinthians were defective; they were not even proving the leadership of the Lord in their position at Corinth, greatly as they needed that leading; they were occupied with men as leaders. One said he was of Paul, another of Apollos, another of Cephas, and another of Christ—not Christ in the proper sense, but Christ as connected with a party, which He could never be. We can never connect Christ with a party, but these men were endeavouring to do it for the sake of appearance. It was on partisan lines; it was not the leading of the Lord at all. Hence 1 Corinthians 1 shows how to get rid of the natural man who has become distinguished and influential among Christians and seeks to be a leader; the first chapter shows how the saints should get rid of him. Chapter 2 makes room for the Spirit, so that the Spirit has His place amongst us. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 33, p.29) 
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, [a] called apostle of Jesus Christ, by God's will, and Sosthenes the brother, [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours: [3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. …
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