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THE USE OF THE NAME CHRISTIAN

D. J. Hutson 

Acts 11: 26; 1 Peter 2: 20–25; 4: 14–16; Acts 26: 1, 2, 24–29 

The use of the title Christian in the world has become very commonplace. I suppose if you were to go out into the street and ask a person what his religion was he would probably tell you he was a Christian, unless, of course, he might be a Muslim or Hindu or something else. 

But the Holy Spirit of God is very sparing in the Scriptures in the use of the title Christian, and a Christian, according to the Word of God, is no ordinary person; he is not a professor, that is he is not one who just professes to belong to a certain religion; he is a very real person, and identifiable for what he is, in a sense you would not have to ask him what he is. 

Regarding these disciples in Antioch, we could have read earlier, that when Barnabas went to Antioch, first of all it says he arrived and saw the grace of God (Acts 11: 23), as was referred to in the reading—that would be something that he saw there, the grace of God. That is, the grace of God had had a certain effect upon them, and that effect was evident, and so he saw the grace of God. Then he went to Tarsus and sought out Saul and brought him along, and they continued for a whole year gathered together in the assembly and taught a large crowd; then it says, “the disciples”, so that is one thing, “the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch”. Now that would be a question for us as to whether we are disciples. We are sometimes reminded that the word disciple is connected with the word discipline, so that disciples are persons who are instructed; followers of Jesus were known as disciples because they learnt from Jesus. 

The first disciple, I suppose, in the Scriptures not called a disciple but by the meaning of his name, was Enoch, and it says he walked with God (Genesis 5: 24). What he must have learnt as he walked with God, and he was so pleasurable to God that God took him. That is the kind of person a disciple is; one who accepts the ways of God with him in discipline, and who learns as a result, not in stoical acceptance but in going through it with God, walking with God and learning; as a result something is formed in him, and what is formed in him is Christ. 

Therefore he is called a Christian; these disciples were first called Christians. That is there was something that whoever it was that called them Christians could identify in these persons that was like Christ. That immediately brings in its own challenge to us as to whether there is anything in us which persons can take account of as being the features of Christ as a result of discipline, as a result of God’s ways with us, as a result of our simple subjection to the will of God and His ordering for us. Is the result of His grace toward us which is seen in those exercises that there is something formed in us which is after Christ? That is one thing about Christians. I can say to every one here on that basis. Are you a Christian? Not that you profess Christianity over against Mohammedanism or anything else, but. Are you a Christian? Is there something in you which is evident that it is the features of another Man, features of Christ? 

An aspect of the sufferings of Christ for us perhaps we do not sufficiently think about or appreciate is what Peter speaks of where I read, “for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model”. The sufferings of Christ, how many ways in which He suffered, blessed Saviour! To be here in the world surrounded by sin and sinners; to be tempted of the devil; to be tempted was suffering to Jesus as we have in the epistle to the Hebrews, “in that himself has suffered, being tempted”, Hebrews 2: 18. We suffer, alas, as we yield to temptation; Jesus never, He suffered being tempted. Blessed and glorious Man, the very fact of being tempted was suffering for Jesus, and He endured it. He suffered, “leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps”. His whole pathway was a pathway of suffering, a pathway in which He was leaving us a Model. He did not come into the world and immediately effect that great work of atonement without which none of us would be here today, but He suffered, and one reason for His suffering was for us, that is He suffered for us to leave us a Model. As we take account of the pathway of Jesus, as the Holy Spirit would bring it before us, and as He would give us power to follow in His steps—not simply to follow in His path, but to follow in His steps, that is the detail of that pathway—do we appreciate that Jesus suffered in order that we might have that Model? He suffered for us to leave us a Model that we should follow in His steps. Peter says here, “but if, doing good and suffering”. Jesus went about doing good, healing all that were under the power of the devil, for God was with Him. He has suffered for us and has left us a Model that we should follow in His steps. Where has He left it? I believe He has left it with the Holy Spirit to bring it before us so that we should follow in His steps. 

Then it gives us some of the steps. He “did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth; who, when reviled, reviled not again; when suffering, threatened not; but gave himself over into the hands of him who judges righteously”. Is that you? Is it me?—“who did no sin”. Dear fellow believer, do you feel you often fail? And who of us does not have to own to failure? 

We cherish the word of the apostle John who says, “Whoever has been begotten of God does not practise sin, because his seed abides in him, and he cannot sin, because he has been begotten of God”, 1 John 3: 9. Do you believe that there is something in you that cannot sin? The work of God cannot sin. We have to view these things abstractly because of the mixed condition in which we are; but the Holy Spirit of God would help us to identify what we are, what we sometimes speak of as in the epistle to the Romans, the I myself, that is what we are before God and the other has gone, and there is that in each one that cannot sin. The Holy Spirit would keep the Person of the Lord Jesus before us so that we might have faith in the Son of God, that we might get the victory over the world and all that is in it. But He did no sin, “neither was guile found in his mouth”, it does not say untruth but guile; something which we are, if I may speak for others, prone to when perhaps we say something which we know is not untrue, but the person who hears it might well put a wrong construction on it which we want them to put on it. But “neither was guile found in his mouth”. O, the perfection of Jesus! He could say, “Altogether that which I also say to you”, John 8: 25. These, beloved, are some of the steps of Christ who suffered for us, leaving us a Model that we should follow in His steps. They are the features of a Christian, a person who is following in the steps of Christ, following the Model that He has left for us, which the Holy Spirit would keep before us. Such a person, I believe, is a Christian. 

Then, “who, when reviled, reviled not again”. Do we answer back sometimes? Do we feel ourselves getting irritated? He “when reviled, reviled not again”. Another feature of a Christian in the Model that Jesus has suffered to leave us is, “when suffering, threatened not”, there was no vindictiveness; “but gave himself over into the hands of him who judges righteously”. He has not been publicly vindicated yet, the last that was seen of Him publicly was on the cross; He awaits the day of vindication from “him who judges righteously”. It says prophetically that His judgment is with His God, and He still awaits the day of His public vindication. 

Then Peter adds something which does not relate to Him as Model, but I believe Peter adds it to touch our affections afresh as to the reality of the sufferings of Jesus, the way that we owe everything to Him. It is not out of place to bring in a word here as to it—“who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”. Believers can say that. I ask all you young people, I would ask everybody. Can you say that; He bore my sins in His body on the tree? It was real—I speak very carefully about this holy subject—it was not something that He bore only in His mind. He bore it in His body, the reality of the sufferings of Jesus on the tree, “in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness”. That is another feature of a Christian, as it says, “being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness—by whose stripes ye have been healed”. That was suffering of another kind which was unique to Himself. It was not, as we are called upon, as it says in chapter 4, suffering as a Christian. What an encouragement it is to us to be Christians; what greater encouragement could there be in the course of the testimony here in our lives. 

Then the word is, “if ye are reproached in the name of Christ”, that is another feature of the Christian. When they were called Christians, maybe it was a term of reproach, but “the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you”. Is that not wonderful? Of course, absolutely unique, is the blessed Person of our Lord Jesus. Think of that secret pathway, those first thirty years of His life; the Creator of the universe come into the world that His hands had made, and as has been said, working with tools, with a plane and a chisel, in a carpenter’s shop; then at the end of that secret pathway, the voice of approval from heaven, “Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight” (Luke 3: 22), and the Holy Spirit descending in bodily form as a dove and abiding upon Him. He was absolutely unique! How near, may I say very carefully, “the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you”. Would you not like to provide in this world where Christ is rejected, where the general course is fast running on to apostasy, a resting place for the Holy Spirit of God? What is the way to it? Suffering as a Christian, “on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified”. He speaks of these other things which none of us would want to have our part in, then it says, “but if as a christian, let him not be ashamed”. This is another time when the Holy Spirit of God in the divine record uses the title Christian—“let him not be ashamed, but glorify God in this name”. This would have some link with what we were speaking of in the reading, the grace of God which Barnabas saw in those at Antioch, it is to be seen in us as we are here suffering as Christians, and God is to be glorified. There is to be something returning to the God of all grace who has called us to His eternal glory, after we have suffered for a little while. There is a present result for God from the operations of His grace as we suffer as Christians—“if as a christian, let him not be ashamed”. 

Paul was a Christian in the sense in which we are speaking. Paul stretched out his hand and answered in his defence, “I count myself happy, king Agrippa, in having to answer today before thee concerning all of which I am accused by the Jews”. He was able to give account of himself. That is another thing that a Christian is to do, always be ready to give account of the hope that is in him. What hope do you have in you? John says, “And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure”, 1 John 3: 3. It does not say he ought to purify himself but he does. So if we are not purifying ourselves it is a question as to how much we have this hope in us. The hope is that we shall see Him, and when we see Him we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. What a hope! A hope that does not make ashamed, a hope which will very soon be realised; “every one that has this hope in him purifies himself”. 

So Paul is here and he is reviled, “Thou art mad, Paul”, but when reviled he reviled not again. What respect he had saying, “I am not mad, most excellent Festus”. There was no question of reviling or back answering or anything of that kind, he was suffering as a Christian, and he addresses Agrippa with sobriety, saying, “King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest”. And Agrippa said to Paul, “In a little thou persuadest me to become a Christian”. It might have been in irony, we do not know, but I like to think that Agrippa saw something in him that he could not resist. Would you not like to be like that, that there is something there that others can take account of, that people wish they were like you? Not because of what you are in yourself, but because you are like Christ. You may say, though we would hardly speak of it as being little, he would like Agrippa to have his sins forgiven. That would be a start, but he wanted him not only “in little”, but he wanted him “in much”. Paul could speak of it, “But the grace of our Lord surpassingly over-abounded with faith and love, which is in Christ Jesus”, 1 Timothy 1: 14. 

He wanted Agrippa and all those who heard him to have much; he wanted them to come into all those blessings, “blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ” (Ephesians 1: 3); “and has raised us up together, and made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus”, Ephesians 2: 6. These are the things that a Christian has. They are the things that govern him, the things that lift him above this poor weary world, and enable him to be here in faithfulness to the One who has loved him and given Himself for him. 

Well, these are the three distinctive references that the Holy Spirit gives in the Scriptures to a Christian. We can think of Paul in this august company; Agrippa, Festus, Bernice, and as they stood up, what dignity was there, standing up in the presence of Paul. Then it says, “having gone apart, they spoke to one another saying, This man does nothing worthy of death or of bonds”. What a testimony to a Christian, they had to admit it, even as others had to admit in relation to His Master, that they found nothing in Him that was worthy of death and yet they crucified Him. And yet Paul was taken, in the ways of God, to Rome to bear witness there. 

What does he say of himself as to his testimony there in Rome? ‘The Lord stood by me’; No, ‘the Lord stood with me’ (2 Timothy 2: 17). Is that not wonderful, suffering as a Christian, is it not attractive? Does it not make you want to be a Christian in the way that Scripture speaks of it, in the way that the Holy Spirit of God records it. The Spirit of glory and of God finding a resting place, and the Lord with you as you seek to stand here faithfully to Him. I feel as to experience I can say to my shame I know very little of it, but it is very attractive to know more of it. 

One other reference that Mr. Darby gives in this translation, which he does not put in the French translation, possibly not in others, where it speaks in Corinthians of the one who fills the place of the simple Christian (1 Corinthians 14: 16). I love it that Mr. Darby has put that in the English version, “he who fills the place of the simple Christian”. How encouraging that is. Dear young people it is not beyond you, you can fill the place of a simple Christian. Would you not love to be a simple Christian, one who is following in the steps of Jesus, in the Model that He has left for us that we should follow in His steps? That is the Model that the Holy Spirit would ever keep before us so that we might be here for God’s pleasure and that we might glorify God in His name. May the Lord bless the word. 

Address at Grangemouth
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Scripture references

Acts 11:26 (JND) [26] And having found [him], he brought him to Antioch. And so it was with them that for a whole year they were gathered together in the assembly and taught a large crowd: and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

1 Peter 2:20-25 (JND) [20] For what glory [is it], if sinning and being buffeted ye shall bear [it]? but if, doing good and suffering, ye shall bear [it], this is acceptable with God. [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps: [22] who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth; [23] who, [when] reviled, reviled not again; [when] suffering, threatened not; but gave [himself] over into the hands of him who judges righteously; [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed. [25] For ye were going astray as sheep, but have now returned to the shepherd and overseer of your souls.

1 Peter 4:14-16 (JND) [14] If ye are reproached in [the] name of Christ, blessed [are ye]; for the [Spirit] of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you: [on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified.] [15] Let none of you suffer indeed as murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or as overseer of other people's matters; [16] but if as a christian, let him not be ashamed, but glorify God in this name.

Acts 26:1-29 (JND) [1] And Agrippa said to Paul, It is permitted thee to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretching out his hand answered in his defence: [2] I count myself happy, king Agrippa, in having to answer to-day before thee concerning all of which I am accused by the Jews, [3] especially because thou art acquainted with all the customs and questions which are among the Jews; wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. [4] My manner of life then from my youth, which from its commencement was passed among my nation in Jerusalem, know all the Jews, [5] who knew me before from the outset [of my life], if they would bear witness, that according to the strictest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. [6] And now I stand to be judged because of the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers, [7] to which our whole twelve tribes serving incessantly day and night hope to arrive; about which hope, O king, I am accused of [the] Jews. [8] Why should it be judged a thing incredible in your sight if God raises the dead? [9] *I* indeed myself thought that I ought to do much against the name of Jesus the Nazaraean. [10] Which also I did in Jerusalem, and myself shut up in prisons many of the saints, having received the authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death I gave my vote. [11] And often punishing them in all the synagogues, I compelled them to blaspheme. And, being exceedingly furious against them, I persecuted them even to cities out [of our own land]. [12] And when, [engaged] in this, I was journeying to Damascus, with authority and power from the chief priests, …

Acts 11:23 (JND) [23] who, having arrived and seeing the grace of God, rejoiced, and exhorted all with purpose of heart to abide with the Lord;

Genesis 5:24 (JND) [24] And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

Hebrews 2:18 (JND) [18] for, in that himself has suffered, being tempted, he is able to help those that are being tempted.

1 John 3:9 (JND) [9] Whoever has been begotten of God does not practise sin, because his seed abides in him, and he cannot sin, because he has been begotten of God.

John 8:25 (JND) [25] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? [And] Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you.

Luke 3:22 (JND) [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

1 John 3:3 (JND) [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure.

1 Timothy 1:14 (JND) [14] But the grace of our Lord surpassingly over-abounded with faith and love, which [is] in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ;

Ephesians 2:6 (JND) [6] and has raised [us] up together, and has made [us] sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus,

2 Timothy 2:17 (JND) [17] and their word will spread as a gangrene; of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus;

1 Corinthians 14:16 (JND) [16] Since otherwise, if thou blessest with [the] spirit, how shall he who fills the place of the simple [Christian] say Amen, at thy giving of thanks, since he does not know what thou sayest?



THE LORD JESUS COMING INTO THIS WORLD

W. Lamont 

Hebrews 10: 7; 1 Timothy 1: 15; John 10: 10 

It will be evident, dear friends, that these three scriptures refer to the Lord Jesus leaving conditions of deity and coming into this world. One who was God as to His Person, equal with the Father and the Spirit, equal in deity eternally. What these relationships were before 

what we refer to as the incarnation we do not know; we know that there were three Persons equal in deity. The world had been invaded by that virus sin and the results of it are seen today, almost full blown. When the church goes, the saints go, and the Spirit of God goes, lawlessness will be seen in its fullest extent. I would shudder to be alive when the church goes and be left. Will you be left? Your only hope is the blood of Jesus. Who will be left? 

When the lovers of the Lord Jesus go, will anyone here be left? Left for judgment; left for hell. That is the truth, dear friend, if you do not trust in the precious blood of Jesus your destination is hell. Hence the preaching of the glad tidings; there is salvation in the name of Jesus. When the church goes, the saints go, the Spirit of God in the church goes, there will be not one little particle of anything belonging to God left in this scene. Soon, of course, the remnant will come to light, a nation will be born in a day; but at that moment, in the twinkling of an eye, God will remove from this scene everything that is His, every one that belongs to the Lord Jesus. Will you be with them? Or, again I say, will you be left for judgment? A very solemn thing. I want you to think about it; let it get right into your soul, and may your answer be positive that you will go with the saints. 

The Lord Jesus came into this scene in order that you and I might be saved. I put it simply. It does not say He was sent from heaven, it says, “Lo, I come”. From eternity God had purposed certain things. He purposed there should be a universe of glory where sin could never enter, and that believers could be part of that great universe of bliss. The foundation of it is the blood of Jesus, the work of Jesus, but God purposed it. Then divine Persons counselled how it was to be brought about, and the Person whom we now know as the Lord Jesus (although that name did not apply to Him then) said, “Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will”. So primarily He came into this scene to do God’s will, and He fulfilled it in perfection. Every minute, every second of His life was lived in perfect accord with God’s will. I want you to listen, and be sober about this, it is a time of great sobriety the preaching of the glad tidings—the welfare of your soul is at stake, it is urgent. So He came into this world in order that blessing should be available for you and for me. His precious blood was shed in order that it should be so. So He came in primarily to do God’s will. What a thing that was! A Man was here. One who was God as to His Person, a Man in perfect accord with God’s will every moment of His life. He could even say, “My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me”, John 4: 34. He was sent as here on earth, not sent from heaven. 

Hence the greatness of that word in John 1, “And the Word became flesh” (John 1: 14); not as the King James version says, “And the Word was made flesh”, that is wrong; He was not made flesh, He became flesh, an act of His own. How beautiful it is that one divine Person, full of condescending grace, should be found as a Man here on this earth. 

What kind of world did He come into? Morally the same kind of world as we are in now, and He found Himself despised and rejected of men, “a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief”, Isaiah 53: 3. You may say that the world would welcome such a One. My friend, the world would treat Jesus the same today as He was treated nearly two thousand years ago. He is still despised and rejected. That was the first thing. He came on God’s behalf, not on your behalf initially. He came first on God’s behalf in order that the whole question of sin and sins should be settled for God’s glory, and that the claims of God’s throne should be upheld. That was His first objective. We sometimes use the word propitiation, as John says, “he is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world”, 1 John 2: 2. That word means that God’s glory and honour have been upheld in the face of the universe and the whole matter of sin cleared on God’s behalf. Substitution is that He did the work for me, and I claim the work of Jesus as being for me. 

He came in to do God’s will. Solomon speaks of Him as the One whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain, and yet He came in as presented in Matthew and Luke as a little child and as a babe. How affecting! The gospel is intended to affect us and to affect us tenderly. Think of that Babe there wrapped in swaddling-clothes, a helpless babe seemingly; He of whom Solomon said, “Behold, the heavens, and the heaven of heavens, cannot contain thee”, 1 Kings 8: 27. O the wonder of the incarnation! 

In 1 Timothy, Paul gives us another reason, he says, “Faithful is the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the first”. I suppose we would all admit that we are sinners. Whether you admit it or not you are a sinner, God’s word says so, “for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”, Romans 3: 23. 

If you do not admit it what will happen is that you will lose the blessing. Your first step to blessing is to acknowledge that what God says about you is true—that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. Accept that and you are on the first step to blessing. Then He would say, I have set forth Him, that blessed Man, a mercy-seat through faith in His blood. I can say, like Mr. Darby and others, I pin my faith on the blood of Jesus. It is a wonderful thing that precious shed blood, the blood of the Saviour; never was there blood like it. Peter speaks about it, “precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot”, 1 Peter 1: 19. 

He came into the world to save sinners, and Paul adds, “of whom I am the first”. What a sense of mercy the apostle Paul had! He speaks about, “God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us”, Ephesians 2: 4. Behind it all lies the love of God. Oh, the heart of God! Would in the glad tidings every preacher could convey it in a better and fuller way. 

Behind the glad tidings lies the love of God and concern for your soul. The Lord Jesus was so concerned about sinners that He came into the world to save sinners. Think of that! He left conditions of deity, firstly to do God’s will; He did not leave deity, He left the conditions of deity, but He never ceased to be what He always was on account of what He became. But He came into the world to save sinners. Paul says, “of whom I am the first”. Are you a saved sinner? Or are you a lost sinner? There are two categories of sinners, there are saved sinners and there are lost sinners. It is a terrible thing to be a lost sinner, and it is a wonderful thing to be a saved sinner. Joy enters into the soul as you know the forgiveness of sins and you become a saved sinner. In that very first preaching after the Lord had been crucified, put to death by wicked hands, raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, exalted at His right hand. Peter says, “God has made him, this Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ”, Acts 2: 36. Set in a position of absolute authority, as Lord and Christ, He was immediately exercising that authority in blessing, and He is still exercising that authority in blessing today. Come under the blessing; allow the flow of the tide of blessing to enter your heart. 

He came into the world to save sinners, and we might say simply His mission has been successful. He has saved sinners. Heaven will be full of persons who will thank Him eternally for the fact that He came into the world to save sinners. The gospels are full of it. Think of that woman in John 8, under the law totally condemned, and the Lord says, “Woman, where are those thine accusers? Has no one condemned thee?” And she said, “No one, sir”. Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn thee” but also He says, “go, and sin no more”, (John 8: 10, 11). I think that is a wonderful illustration of what John says at the beginning of his gospel, that the Lord Jesus was full of grace and truth. When He said, “Neither do I condemn thee”—full of grace; “go, and sin no more”—full of truth. What a perfect balance! 

She was not allowed to escape the consequences, “go, and sin no more”, but her sins were forgiven in the light of the fact that He would bear them in His body on the tree. Think of that! Peter says, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Peter 2: 24. How Peter loved the Lord Jesus; what he would be thinking when he said, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”! It is only by faith he could say that, and it is only as you say that by faith that you get the blessing. 

I turn now to John 10, “The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy—I am come that they might have life, and might have it abundantly”. There is another reason for the Lord Jesus leaving the heights of glory, coming in that persons might have life, and life abundantly. Well might we sing ‘Life is found alone in Jesus’ (Hymn 266); you will find it nowhere else. Your life will be full of dissatisfaction otherwise; I can tell you that from bitter experience. If you do not accept the Saviour you will stumble on from one thing to another seeking satisfaction and you will never find it. God has created man in such a way that the only Person who will fully satisfy is Jesus. None but Christ can satisfy and fill with joy the heart. There was a believer once corresponding with a business colleague who was an atheist, and the atheist business man wrote at the end of his letter to the believer, ‘Never mind, never mind, rest and peace are hard to find’. In his business reply the believer added at the end, ‘Come to Jesus and you will find rest of heart and peace of mind’. That is the answer, my friend, and it is the only answer. There is no satisfaction anywhere else. One could say, 

‘I tried the broken cisterns, Lord, 

But ah! the waters failed! 

E’en as I stooped to drink they’d fled, 

And mocked me as I wailed’. 

That is this world. So the thief here is the enemy of your soul, he is not seeking your good; he will present the pleasures of the world in all their attraction to you, but he is seeking to destroy you. It says that here, “steal”, he would steal your soul; “kill”, he would destroy you morally, and ultimately physically, that is what is happening. It is happening in this city, it is happening in every town and city and village in the country; persons are doing things (I do not want to be too specific) and it is ultimately killing them, not only morally but physically. It says here “and destroy”. The enemy of your soul, my friend, is out to destroy you. You might think the world is an attractive place but the devil is behind it. There are pleasures of sin for a season, and the enemy would use them to destroy your soul and make you miss the blessing. But the Lord Jesus says, “I am come that they might have life, and might have it abundantly”. John presents the divine family; in this chapter it is the flock. The flock in John corresponds to the way Paul presents the body, a circle where you are safe, a sphere of salvation. You are safe among the saints; you are safe from the world; you are safe from the devil and all his wiles; you are protected. Keep yourself in it. I urge us all, young and old, let us keep ourselves in the circle of the fellowship of the saints, we are safe there. 

So Jesus has come that we might have life, not just have life, but have it abundantly; more than you can absorb. There is more in the glad tidings, more in the divine system than you could ever absorb. Paul says, “that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God”, Ephesians 3: 19. What possibilities there are, what great enjoyment lies before you as you accept the Saviour, as you are obedient and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. It is obedient persons that receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, and it may be you need to ask for it. The Father gives the Spirit to those who ask. Do not think it is an automatic matter, that immediately you believe you will immediately have the Holy Spirit, it may not be; the disciples at Ephesus were believers, but they did not have the Holy Spirit. These are important things. The Holy Spirit is the power in your life for enjoyment. Paul says, “the mind of the Spirit life and peace”, Romans 8: 6. It is the only way to have life as we are speaking of it here—it is the only way to have peace in your soul, or you will go on for year after year in a disturbed condition of mind and soul. But the mind of the Spirit is life and peace. It also says, “the mind of the flesh is death”. Death morally and ultimately, death actually; and it may be, if you do not accept the Saviour, your part in the second death which is the lake of fire. My friend, beware, I say to you beware; give your heart to Jesus now for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Manchester
18 June 1995 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

John 10:10 (JND) [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly.

John 4:34 (JND) [34] Jesus says to them, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work.

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

Isaiah 53:3 (JND) [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not.

1 John 2:2 (JND) [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world.

1 Kings 8:27 (JND) [27] But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, the heavens, and the heaven of heavens, cannot contain thee; how much less this house which I have built!

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

1 Peter 1:19 (JND) [19] but by precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, [the blood] of Christ,

Ephesians 2:4 (JND) [4] but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us,

Acts 2:36 (JND) [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

John 8:10-11 (JND) [10] And Jesus, lifting himself up and seeing no one but the woman, said to her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? Has no one condemned thee? [11] And she said, No one, sir. And Jesus said to her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

Ephesians 3:19 (JND) [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God.

Romans 8:6 (JND) [6] For the mind of the flesh [is] death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace.



THE WAY INTO DIVINE BLESSING

J. Spinks 

Luke 2: 8–14; 23: 39–46; Matthew 18: 1–4 

What we have been engaged with over this weekend involves the greatest things that God could conceive for man; things that have emanated from the heart of God Himself, a God whose very nature is love, and whose desires are that every one, every man, woman and child should come into the blessedness of His great thoughts. They are all centred in one blessed Man, our Lord Jesus Christ. Now you can be sure that if God sets something on, of necessity it must be greater than anything that man could set on. What God has set on He will never deviate from, it will never fail and it will never lessen in its greatness. Throughout eternity God will be able to sustain persons wonderfully blessed of Himself. He will be able to sustain a system of blessing all centred in one blessed Man; it will never fail and it will never weaken, and it will never get stale or old. 

I wish to speak about the way we come into these things. In the beginning of Luke 2 there was a decree given by Caesar Augustus. He was the head of the great Roman empire, the head of the civilised world at that time. It was one of the great empires that have arisen in this world, and at the time of the Lord’s birth it would be, I suppose, at the height of its power. This man made a decree that a census should be made of the whole habitable world. I have no doubt that human pride was behind it. He would think to himself, I would like to know the extent of my kingdom, the extent of my power. Think of how man loves to exercise power, it is latent in every heart, power to exercise influence, to have persons under your control and domination. No doubt this man would confer with those who were close to him and he would decide to have a census; that would involve that he would take account of the extent of his dominion. 

Here this is all set in motion and, through it, we find these two beloved persons, Joseph and Mary, summoned to Bethlehem with a view to coming under the count of this Roman emperor. Think of it, in the midst of all man’s vaunted glory, a child is born into the world. 

God is approaching man in Christ. Is it not wonderful? You think of God waiting all those years, waiting until the time when this great empire was at its zenith before bringing in the Man of His choice. He did not come in as a great emperor, as a rival to Caesar. If God had chosen to exercise His power in that way, all the power of the Roman empire could not have hindered Him, it would have been swept aside like leaves in the wind. He is soon going to bring Christ in as mighty Ruler; it says, “when he brings in the firstborn into the habitable world, he says. And let all God’s angels worship him”, Hebrews 1: 6. Every one who loves the Lord Jesus is looking forward to that wonderful day. O, what glory there will be! It will not be human glory; it will not be the pomp and splendour of man; it will be the glory of God. Think of the moral glory of the incoming of this Babe, One who was no less than God Himself. 

Here we find shepherds keeping watch by night over their flock and they are in full sympathy with what God is doing. I would just like to put it to every one of us here. Are we in sympathy with what God is doing? God is not acting in a way to rival human glory. He would not lower Himself to do that. He may work in a publicly small way, but what God does He does for ever, and His glory will never diminish. It says, “an angel of the Lord was there by them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them”. These angels would be there at the creation of the world, they would wonder at the power of God bringing everything into being by His word. It says, “he spoke, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast”, Psalm 33: 9. These angelic beings would witness that. They would witness God’s eternal power and divinity as He brought this whole universe into being by His word, and now they were seeing the Creator for the first time, wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. How wonderful it is! What it is to have in our souls that we have to do with the One who is the Creator; the Lord Jesus is the One who made the worlds. Of course, at that time He had not come into human form, but it was that divine Person who brought the whole universe into being by an act of power. It says, “All things received being through him, and without him not one thing received being which has received being”, John 1: 3. Someone asked Mr. Darby in relation to that scripture in John’s gospel “In the beginning”, the beginning of what? Mr. Darby’s reply was, The beginning of everything that had a beginning. These angelic beings would see it, and we are told that it occasioned great joy. We speak about the solar system, but it extends beyond the ability of man to comprehend. Men seek to encompass the universe, and they cannot even do that; each time they develop a stronger telescope they discover further constellations, and then they maintain that it all came about by chance. How futile, how absurd, are man’s paltry theories in the face of the glory of the Creator. 

The angel goes on to say, “And this is the sign to you: ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and lying in a manger”. What a sign it was! Think of the Creator of the universe coming into such conditions, meeting humanity at its weakest point, as Mr. Darby’s hymn so beautifully puts it. 

‘Nor yet in triumph passing, 

But human infancy!’. (Hymn 188) 

I love to think of the grace of God, that has taken such means to reach His creature. How wonderful it is that God would take such a way to put Himself in touch with humanity, a way that would not deter anyone, but rather attract them. There is nothing more attractive naturally than a little child, and God would love to attract you into His wonderful system of grace. Of course He has the right to command and He maintains that right. We read in Acts that God commands all men everywhere to repent. That is man’s proper position before God; God has a right to command, man’s only function is to obey. But God is acting presently on the principle of grace, and desires all to come into blessing. What God sets on may have small beginnings, how small the compass into which He came, a Babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, but it has a glorious result, a result that will fill the whole universe. Think of what will ensue from this wonderful way in which God is operating in divine grace towards men. 

I read in chapter 23 where we come to the end of the precious life of Jesus. He came in as a babe, and we see Him in Luke’s gospel growing into boyhood. Scripture does not reveal to us much of His life before His public service, but enough to bring out the holy perfection of His humanity. I suppose we are not very old when we realise that we are sinners, there is something in us that rebels against authority. The Lord was not like that. He grew up in holy perfection, every step, every movement, every thought and every impulse was directed from heaven—even as a boy of twelve He says, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?”, Luke 2: 49. What a business it is! It is not like the businesses of this world, they flourish and they fail; but what God sets on can never fail because it has all been put into the hand of one blessed Man. Think of the glory of what is in the hand of Christ. 

So we see Him in this gospel moving through this scene bringing the compassion of God to men in every condition and circumstance, the blind, the lame, the bereaved. Think of the awfulness of death, the effect of it on the human race, the Lord was the only One able to meet it. Think of the widow of Nain, her only son dead, and she a widow, leading this sad procession out of the city. All her hopes would be built up on this boy and he was being carried out for burial; what a sad picture. It really depicts the effects of sin and death on the whole human race; up to that point no one had been able to stop it. It says, “coming up he touched the bier, and the bearers stopped”, Luke 7: 14. I love to think of it. In a sense we could trace this sad procession right back to Adam, no one had been exempt from the effects of death, but it has to yield to the touch of this blessed Man. Then the voice of Christ is heard in all its quickening power, “Youth, I say to thee, Wake up”. It is like the gospel, bringing in life. But before the Lord could bring in life, He had to taste the awfulness of death. 

I read this section in Luke 23 because it reminds us of the cost involved in bringing us into blessing, and the way that one man availed himself of the blessing. These two malefactors were hanged one on either side of Jesus. One rebuked the Lord, he said, “Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us”. Of course, he was not thinking of the Lord in the least degree, he was thinking of himself; that is man, that is the human heart. The other malefactor saw that there was something different about Jesus; he recognised that He was different from every other man. He says, “for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this man has done nothing amiss”. It really points the way into blessing; you come by way of repentance, repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. How simple the gospel is! I do not know if this man had had a life of crime, it may well have been so. He may have been a criminal deserving of the punishment being meted out to him by the authorities, but at the very last moment he turns to the Lord and says, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”, and the Lord answers, “Verily I say to thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise”. What a wonderful promise! 

Here was one about to pass off this scene in judgment, and he lays hold by faith on the only One who could do anything for him. In countries that have the death penalty, appeals are sometimes made on behalf of persons who are under the sentence of death; and in this way the person concerned is sometimes granted a reprieve, but there was no hope for this man apart from Christ. That is the present position of man, he has no hope outside of Christ. I trust that everyone here has turned in repentance and in self-judgment to the only One who can bring in hope and bring in life. Men attempt to build up a system that will bring about conditions whereby they can live in peace and safety, but the more you see of it the more you realise the futility of trying to build up something outside of Christ. How hopeless it all is. But when you put your trust in Christ you are brought into a living hope, that is what Peter says, “has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from among the dead”, 1 Peter 1: 3. 

This man did not have much time to reflect on his life, but what he would reflect on would cause shame; that is so with many of us, we can look back on things which cause shame. Thank God, when we put our faith and trust in Christ, hope does not make ashamed, because our whole sinful history has been covered righteously, and what we have to look forward to is glory with Christ. That is what this man had, it is the portion of every believer. It says, “hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us”, Romans5: 5. That is to say the Spirit of God brings these wonderful blessings into our hearts for our present enjoyment. God has a whole system of blessing centred in Christ; there is no breakdown attaching to it, and the way into the enjoyment of it is through the Holy Spirit. He has come from a glorified Christ, to bear witness to the fact that He is enthroned in heaven, and to bring all the blessings of the gospel into our very hearts. It is a wonderful thing! Not only is our future assured, but the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts, and that is really the source of blessing. 

I read in Matthew because it sets out an important aspect of this way into blessing; it is by being converted and becoming as little children. The malefactor did not have the privilege of following Jesus in the way; he was about to be ushered into eternity, but he got the blessing. 

Those of us who are left here, in the little time that is left, have to learn how to become as little children. The Lord says, “Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens”. The kingdom of the heavens is only mentioned in Matthew and it relates to the whole system of glory centred in Christ. There are also many references in the gospels to the kingdom of God. We have been taught that it is the moral sway of God in the soul. It involves that we renounce our own wills and come under the will of Another; it brings us into a realm of great blessing. We were reading recently about the young Egyptian who came into contact with David, who is a wonderful type of Christ. He was servant of an Amalekite and he told David that his master left him when he fell sick. That is like the world; if you have something to offer it will take you on, but when you have nothing to offer it will cast you aside. When you come to Christ, who is the true David, come into His kingdom, you will find that there is resource and blessing. This young man would never have known a master like David; he would say to Himself, This is far better than I had before, David is not like my old master. That is what you find, the principle of sin has a degrading effect, it does not make persons happy, quite the opposite. Those of us who are a little older know the effects of it, it is like the old master, it is really a system which is under the hand of Satan. What he seeks to do is drag you down; he puts certain promises before you and makes things look good, but he is a deceiver, that is his character. What apparently looks good and is to be desired, when you come to it, you find there is nothing in it. What God promises He will fulfil, and it is all centred in Christ. What is more, His promises are far greater than you or I could ever imagine, it says, “Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man’s heart, which God has prepared for them that love him”, 1 Corinthians 2: 9. I suppose if we sat down and thought about what we really needed in a natural sense to make us happy, I dare say we would all have much the same train of thought; if I had this and that, if I lived in a certain place, all these things would make me happy. No, but they would not. What God has in mind for you, what He has secured in Christ, is greater than anything that could be conceived by the human heart. 

I wish I knew more of these things, but I know enough to be assured that God can do far better for me than I can do for myself, and I would like every one of us here to commit ourselves completely and irrevocably to the Lord Jesus Christ. The Christian way is a way of blessing; it has been set on by the Lord Jesus Himself, and He desires to attract every one of us into it. May all of us know the blessedness of this way of life, the way that leads to true happiness among the people of God. May the Lord bless the word, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Grangemouth
16 May 1993 

 


Scripture references

Luke 2:8-14 (JND) [8] And there were shepherds in that country abiding without, and keeping watch by night over their flock. [9] And lo, an angel of [the] Lord was there by them, and [the] glory of [the] Lord shone around them, and they feared [with] great fear. [10] And the angel said to them, Fear not, for behold, I announce to you glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to all the people; [11] for to-day a Saviour has been born to you in David's city, who is Christ [the] Lord. [12] And this is the sign to you: ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and lying in a manger. [13] And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, [14] Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men.

Luke 23:39-46 (JND) [39] Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us. [40] But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost *thou* too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss. [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise. [44] And it was about [the] sixth hour, and there came darkness over the whole land until [the] ninth hour. [45] And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple rent in the midst. [46] And Jesus, having cried with a loud voice, said, Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit. And having said this, he expired.

Matthew 18:1-4 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. [4] Whoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, *he* is the greatest in the kingdom of the heavens;

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Hebrews 1:6 (JND) [6] and again, when he brings in the firstborn into the habitable world, he says, And let all God's angels worship him.

Psalms 33:9 (JND) [9] For *he* spoke, and it was [done]; *he* commanded, and it stood fast.

John 1:3 (JND) [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Luke 7:14 (JND) [14] and coming up he touched the bier, and the bearers stopped. And he said, Youth, I say to thee, Wake up.

Luke 23 (JND) [1] And the whole multitude of them, rising up, led him to Pilate. [2] And they began to accuse him, saying, We have found this [man] perverting our nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ, a king. [3] And Pilate demanded of him saying, Art *thou* the king of the Jews? And he answering him said, Thou sayest. …

1 Peter 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope through [the] resurrection of Jesus Christ from among [the] dead,

Romans 5:5 (JND) [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us:

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,



EXTRACT

DLH Would you say a word showing the connection between the resurrection on the one hand, and the clothing with the house which is from heaven on the other hand? 

JT Well, chapter 15 of the first epistle deals with the resurrection. It is a question of the identity of the persons coming out, so that the victory is here on earth. It is the power of God here on earth, bringing us out of our graves. Here he brings in the thing from heaven, “Our house which is from heaven”. It is not that it comes down in any material or visible sense, but that it is from heaven in character. As they come out of the grave it will be seen that their origin is heavenly. “As we have borne the image of the one made of dust, we shall bear also the image of the heavenly one”, 1 Corinthians 15: 49. The bodies, therefore, in which we shall come out of the graves are morally out of heaven; we come out. Already we are heavenly in the same sense as in new creation. 

DLH So there is no contradiction, but perfect adjustment between the resurrection of the dead and our being clothed with our house which is from heaven. 

JT None whatever. There is perfect adjustment, it is a question of what God does. How can we explain? The fact is we come out with spiritual bodies—“It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body”; “It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory—it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power”. But then this epistle would sum all that up in a—house from heaven, so that we are fit for heaven. We are heavenly now, but as yet we have not got “our house which is from heaven”. The identity remains, only the body will be made heavenly by the power of God, as we are already so as to our “inward” man. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 29, pp.431, 432) 
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 15:49 (JND) [49] And as we have borne the image of the [one] made of dust, we shall bear also the image of the heavenly [one].
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