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“THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST”


C. Hammond 

2 Corinthians 8: 9 

This is one of God’s jewels. I am taking it out of its setting, but a jewel has an intrinsic value. 

Here it is connected with the giving of the saints, but the one who wrote this knew what the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ was. What I would like to enquire is whether we have personally had to do with the Lord in our experience, and if we have, what effect it has had upon us. It had a tremendous effect on Paul who wrote this scripture; he brings it forward from his own experience. He had been in touch with Jesus. One whom he had not known in the flesh, but whose voice he heard from the glory, Saul was a religious man, ultra-religious, a zealot; but we can be extraordinarily zealous in religion and be without Christ! But Saul, afterwards Paul, had met Jesus, and he writes of His grace. Grace, it has been said, is love away from home, but active. Think of how far grace has had to reach out to some of us here! 

How far love, which energises grace, has had to traverse to bring us to where we were intended to belong. God’s intention is that we should be restful and at home in His presence; as Mr. Taylor once said, ‘on easy terms with God’. 

Peter, in a similar way, says, “for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God”, 1 Peter [3: 18. Has the gospel really brought us to  God—the God we have sinned against, the God we have offended, the God we have ignored? 

Yet we can know Him through the glad tidings, as we meet Him in Jesus. God is prepared to be known in relationship with us. We can even, by the gift of the Holy Spirit, know Him by the name of relationship—‘Father’. The essence of the glad tidings is that the Just One brings us to God. Of all the myriads who have lived, there is only one Man who could be designated ‘the Just’. “The unjust” is plural and involves thousands of men, women, and children. Is everyone here at home with God, restful, and able to go into His presence without a sense of condemnation? We can be restful because our acceptance before Him is in another Man. 

I have known of some who were breaking bread who did not have peace, one of the blessings of the gospel. They seemed to think only of Christ on the cross, that things finished there. If they had finished there we might be thankful that the past had been met, but we would not know where we stood before God at the present time. Who of us can say that we have not sinned many times since we were ‘converted’? But sin allowed interrupts our communion. It is Peter who is referring to ‘the Just’, and what a subject of grace Peter was, one who was intense in his desires but not always so intense in the fulfilment of them. He could say to the Lord, “I will in no wise deny thee”, Mark 14: 31. He was one who, warned by the Lord, could shortly afterwards be denying his Lord! We would credit Peter with good intentions, but he did not know himself, as is the case with many of us. We can have integrity and yet be found mistaken in what we think we are equal for in our own strength. 

So I take up these two believers because they are remarkable examples for us. The one who wrote what we have read in 2 Corinthians 8 was once an ultra-religious man, as we have said. It might be said, ‘Can we not regard his religion? He has something—he is not godless’. 

What is often found is that religious persons are the hardest to convert. They have a sense that they are doing something and are hoping for improvement! But these are not the credentials that God can recognise. The only credential is that we are “of the faith of Jesus”, and if that is true God will give us the sense of being justified by Him. That is what the scripture says (see Romans 3: 26). Thank God if it is so with us! Do we believe that Christ died for our sins and was raised again for our justification? That means that God retains us as justified persons. How can that be? Surely the record is there, and may be on our conscience. But our justification rests not on rectifying our conduct or anything of that kind. Our justification rests not only on the fact that Jesus died for our sins, our offences, but that He has been raised again for our justification. We are justified in a living Man. Some may say, ‘I had the sense of that at one time, but I have lost it’. If you really had it you can never lose it! What you may have lost is the joy of it, the joy of seeing that your acceptance before God is in Christ. 

So I refer to Paul and Peter; it is a story of divine grace, and it is with myself, and many here will say ‘Amen’ to that! Paul (when he was known as Saul) witnessed a terrible event—he saw a believer being stoned to death, but kneeling down and praying for his enemies! Think of the serenity of soul of Stephen at such a dire moment, that he said, “Lord, lay not this sin  to their charge”. That was the spirit of another Man, the Lord Jesus, who when on the cross said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23: 34. Jesus had accepted all from the hand of His Father and not from men. So with Stephen, one like ourselves, praying, “Lay not this sin to their charge”. Saul was the official witness to the death of Stephen. He was then great in his 

own eyes. We are naturally that way, but grace has the extraordinary effect of reducing us, but never leaving us where it found us. 

If you want confirmation, read Luke 15. The shepherd went after the lost sheep until he found it; the woman (typical of the Holy Spirit) searched until she found the lost piece of silver; and what does that represent but the work of God in souls which has become hidden by some obstruction—business, home life, or the world? In a meeting such as this the Spirit is searching for those in whom the work of God may have become obscured, to bring that work into circulation again. We, in whom the Spirit of God has worked, are we in circulation and adding to the wealth that is amongst the people of God? Then there is the prodigal son about whom we have heard many times. Was not divine grace magnified when the Father went out to a self-righteous person and besought him to come in? What did the elder son say? “To me hast thou never given a kid that I might make merry with my friends”. Have we then a circle of friendship outside the Father’s house where there is merriment and dancing? My advice to the younger people is, ‘Cultivate the companionship of those who will do you good’. 

To return to Saul, what effect had the Spirit’s arrow of conviction with Saul? It refers to his 

“still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord” (Acts 9: 1), when suddenly he heard a voice which did arrest him. It was the voice of the Lord Jesus, who was watching Saul on that Damascus road. Suddenly a light shone round about him, and falling on the earth he said, “Who art thou, Lord?”, and He said, “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest”. In persecuting the saints down here Saul was directly affecting the Lord Jesus. 

Dear young people, how do we view these believers in whom God has worked and who have 

been attached to the Lord Jesus? Maybe our view of them is somewhat mixed. The Lord says virtually to Saul, ‘What is the reason for your opposition?’. If we are really believers we are to spend eternity in their company! We might say, ‘Well, we shall all be changed then’; but the work of God in the saints is to be appreciated and valued now. If God has worked in our souls the normal effect with us is that we shall appreciate His work in others and respect it, and with them our life is to be now. 

Saul’s opposition had been to those who “were of the way”, but now he is sent to Damascus to be with those he once had persecuted! Doubtless the death of Stephen had left an indelible impression with Saul, for in Acts 22: 20 he says to the Lord, “When the blood of thy witness Stephen was shed, I also myself was standing by and consenting”. This was the man who wrote “ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that ye by his poverty might be enriched”. The Lord Jesus left the status of deity (not deity itself), to come down here into this world and to suffer in His spirit all that sin had brought in. Oh, what a Saviour He is! So through Isaiah God says, “I have redeemed  thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine”, Isaiah 43: 1. The Lord would call you personally; He would say, ‘You are Mine’. Have we admitted the claims of Christ? Saul did, and was told how much he must suffer “for my name”. 

Now Peter was also a remarkable example of the work of God in grace. He was one full of energy—almost impetuous at times—but who had undoubted affection for Christ. The final touch of the Lord with Peter, whilst the Lord was still with the disciples, was when Jesus was in that judgment hall. In Luke’s gospel we have the affecting record portraying the wondrous grace of the Lord. When 

taunted, with mockery and scourging, and the angry crowd surging round Him, the Lord turns and looks at Peter who remembered the word of the Lord to him that he should deny Him thrice. It penetrated Peter’s soul and he went forth without and “wept bitterly”. The Lord had to do with Peter after that, as related in John 21, and after Pentecost what does Peter say to the lame man in Acts 3: 6?—“Silver and gold I have not; but what I have, give I to thee—In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaraean, rise up and walk”. Previously Peter had strenuously denied his connection with Jesus the Nazaraean (Mark 14: 71), but now he is affirming the authority and grace that was in that name. We might wonder that one who so signally failed previously could serve with such power; it but indicates the recovering power of the Lord’s grace. 

May everyone here have a real link with the Lord Jesus, and find the grace abounding that reaches out to us. Many of us may not be where we should be, but God can reach out to us, as the psalmist says in Psalm 139, “Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? and whither flee from thy presence?” There is infinite patience in the overtures of divine grace, and love is behind it, and love will bring us to be restful in the presence of God. If there is anyone here who has no sense of a vital link with Christ, get into the presence of God tonight, for that link is vital to your present and eternal blessing. May God grant this, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Plainfield
30 March 1975 

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 8:9 (JND) [9] For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that *ye* by *his* poverty might be enriched.

Mark 14:31 (JND) [31] But he said [so much] exceedingly the more, If I should have to die with thee, I will in no wise deny thee. And likewise said they all too.

2 Corinthians 8 (JND) [1] But we make known to you, brethren, the grace of God bestowed in the assemblies of Macedonia; [2] that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty has abounded to the riches of their [free-hearted] liberality. [3] For according to [their] power, I bear witness, and beyond [their] power, [they were] willing of their own accord, …

Romans 3:26 (JND) [26] for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness in the present time, so that he should be just, and justify him that is of [the] faith of Jesus.

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Acts 9:1 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest

Acts 22:20 (JND) [20] and when the blood of thy witness Stephen was shed, I also myself was standing by and consenting, and kept the clothes of them who killed him.

Isaiah 43:1 (JND) [1] But now thus saith Jehovah, that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel: Fear not, for I have redeemed thee, I have called [thee] by thy name; thou art mine.

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

Acts 3:6 (JND) [6] But Peter said, Silver and gold I have not; but what I have, this give I to thee: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaraean rise up and walk.

Mark 14:71 (JND) [71] But he began to curse and to swear, I know not this man of whom ye speak.

Psalms 139 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} Jehovah, thou hast searched me, and known [me]. [2] *Thou* knowest my down-sitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off; [3] Thou searchest out my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways; …



THE WORD OF THE CROSS


J. N. Grace 

1 Corinthians 1: 23; 2: 1–8 

I have been thinking during the last day or so of the way that we come into the truth of the assembly practically; not just the understanding of it or the doctrine of it but how we come into the enjoyment of the life that belongs to the assembly in a local setting. The assembly itself is heavenly and our blessings are heavenly and when we touch the heavenly side of things we are expanded immediately into what is universal. Ephesians would teach us that,  but our entrance into what pertains to the assembly is by way of what is local, and this epistle from which we have read shows the gateway into the local assembly. There is only one door, beloved brethren, and that is by way of Jesus Christ and Him crucified. We wonder sometimes why so many of our brethren who have been set free from one system of things, in which we have all had our part, are not doing anything. They are certainly not enjoying anything of assembly life while they are in that position. I believe the whole secret of it lies in the fact that the word of the cross has not been accepted. 

We are identified with a vessel which is in reproach and which has been rejected. We can go on with a certain line of things in connection with the gospel in the enjoyment of the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Spirit, but when it becomes a question of a vessel down here in which God is to be seen in testimony then that involves other exercises. It involves the acceptance of reproach. It involves the acceptance that Christ is rejected, has been crucified. On the one hand this means that God is going on with one order of man only, and that one Man is Jesus Christ. This is the only kind of manhood that is going through in the building of what pertains to the assembly here. But on the other hand it also means that that Person has been rejected—crucified. Do we think sufficiently as to why? 

Why did the Lord have to be crucified? The wages of sin is death. The penalty that attaches to sin is death, and the judgment of God upon sin was borne in the three hours of darkness. But why did our Lord have to be crucified? Well, as we have said, it is that man according to the flesh is shown up for what he is. That all that man—man as in the flesh—is worth is the cross. 

On the other hand it means this, dear brethren, that the world in every form has rejected Christ, and if we do not accept the word of the cross in some way the world will appeal to us. 

Whether it be the Roman world, with its opening up of the highways, God used it in view of the glad tidings being preached. The enemy has used it for the pleasure of man, and there has never been a day in which the tourist business flourished as it does today, which is wholly for man’s pleasure. The political power of Rome is seen today too in its extensiveness in the way that the nations are working, but Christ is rejected. In that Roman world Christ has been rejected; Christ has been crucified. I think we ought to let this sink into our hearts a little bit more and it will keep us in our spirits away from the world where there is no place for Christ. 

If it is the world of religion—that is represented in our scripture in the Jew—we are in a centre of things, in this western world particularly, where Christendom has had a tradition for 

centuries, where the Scriptures have had sway and are recognised, where there is the public recognition of Christianity, but where the Person of Christ is rejected. It was the Jews who crucified Christ. We could go into many places today where there is an outward recognition of Christianity but the Person of Christ is not wanted. Christ has been crucified by the Jews and by the Greeks. This scripture gives us that. The Greeks would bring in the wisdom of the world—what an appeal that has!—the ‘nice’ things of the world; the education of the world, the music of the world particularly—its entertainment. Well, all I would say is that at Corinth,  which was the centre of all that—it was the centre of the Greek world at that time in learning—Paul says, I determined know nothing save Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 

Why I emphasize that is because I believe this the doorway practically into the assembly. So long as we do not recognise the rejection of Christ, so long as the world has got some appeal to our hearts, it will mean that the Spirit has no scope with us. But in the acceptance of the word of the cross it means that one man is displaced and room is made for the operations of the blessed Spirit of God; that Christ comes into view as the power of God and the wisdom of God. Our brother has been reading from Proverbs, which gives us wisdom, and the wisdom which comes from above comes from Christ. But He has been rejected here and that wisdom can only be known as room is made for the Holy Spirit in His activities in the local assembly. 

It is one thing to have the liberty of the Spirit in our own individual pathway, but it is a far greater thing to know the liberty and movements of the Spirit in the assembly. And our poor brethren who are moving in isolation, keeping themselves from certain features of the world, do not recognise that they are caught up with the world in another form, because they have not accepted the word of the cross, because there is nothing, beloved brethren, between the world and the assembly. 

When God came in in the gospel at Pentecost, and through Paul, persons were delivered from their sins and delivered from the world and they found their place immediately in the assembly, and that is the place of safety. Well, they are not here; why then are we saying these things? I am saying these things because I think it is on us to demonstrate that there is no place for man after the flesh, and that we have a judgment of the world in every form, so that what is seen is the operations of the Spirit among us in power and wisdom and grace, so that these persons, our brethren, as they come among us will find something that they cannot find anywhere else, and that what is true and expressive of the assembly in testimony is still down here. Dear brethren, that is my message tonight—“I did not judge it well to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and him crucified … that your faith might not stand in men’s wisdom, but in God’s power”. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Melbourne
9 June 1981 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 1:23 (JND) [23] but *we* preach Christ crucified, to Jews an offence, and to nations foolishness;

1 Corinthians 2:1-8 (JND) [1] And *I*, when I came to you, brethren, came not in excellency of word, or wisdom, announcing to you the testimony of God. [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified. [3] And *I* was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling; [4] and my word and my preaching, not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of [the] Spirit and of power; [5] that your faith might not stand in men's wisdom, but in God's power. [6] But we speak wisdom among the perfect; but wisdom not of this world, nor of the rulers of this world, who come to nought. [7] But we speak God's wisdom in [a] mystery, that hidden [wisdom] which God had predetermined before the ages for our glory: [8] which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;)



“HIS OWN”


A. A. Bellamy 

John 13: 1; 2 Corinthians 7: 3 

I believe the Lord has assured our hearts, dear brethren, as to the blessed portion of our sister as with Christ. I think also He would assure our hearts of His love to those who are His 

 own at this present time who are in the world. He has said, “I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age”, Matthew 28: 20. It is a very blessed experience to have the sense of His being with us. He has tasted every human sorrow in a reality which is beyond us. He has gone before; the Lord has Himself gone before. But then He is with us, and we see in these chapters in John how He was with His own in their experience of death and His own death. I think we commonly connect His love for His own with the side of sympathy and support in what we may be called upon to go through, but He went through it with them. 

There were those who wept; He was alone, not in weeping, but in the way He wept, in the sense of what death was, its weight, its crushing weight upon the human spirit. The Lord was with them and is with us, dear brethren, in this experience. Having loved His own He loved them through everything; His love never wanes. Our experiences vary, up and down; the love of Christ is constant and it is His love for us at this present moment, His own who were in the world He loved to the end. What that would be we have to ponder; I would not undertake to define it; but He loved them through everything, and His love never changes. It is the great link in which things will be carried over into the eternal state, not in knowledge, not in light, but in love. 

So I read of Paul’s affections for this company, the Corinthians. He had said something before and he is saying it again, “for, I have already said that ye are in our hearts, to die together, and live together”, and if in Paul’s heart and those with him, dear brethren, how much rather they were in the heart of Christ. The Lord, I think, would send a message to the local brethren in these terms; they are in His heart. If we think of the burdens that have been upon this local company, of the experience of death in recent 

history, the Lord would meet that with the assurance of His love. It is in love that things are going to be carried through and preserved. I have no question in my mind as to that, beloved brethren; it is His love for us in the fullest sense, because we love because He first loved. The very love that Paul had for these Corinthian believers, despite all that we know about them, is an example to us, and he says, “ye are in our hearts, to die together”. 

We have been reminded of the delivering power of death; there are things which cannot be carried through into a realm of life. If we died together, dear brethren, how much we would be able to leave behind, things that aggravate, things that cause agony amongst the brethren; if we died together they would cease. That is what he says, “to die together”. It is not reckoning ourselves dead unto sin here, it is the experience of the thing. So that we know, dear brethren, that we have passed from death to life because we love the brethren. We know it; it is consciousness; it is not an outward thing, or the knowledge of it; it is the realization of it, to die together and to live together. Are we going to live together? Eternally, yes, whether we watch or whether we sleep we are going to live together with Christ; we are going to live together with Him. This passage does not go quite so far; Paul stops at the thought of living together. I believe the way into it is through dying together, then we shall—and we do; it is not a far-off hope or expectation. One is conscious, dear brethren, increasingly as time goes on of this blessed realm of life together, and the way into it; there is only one way, only one entrance; to die together and to live together. 

May the Lord encourage our hearts in the fresh sense that this realm exists, and exists among His own. We are not saying it is this or that company; it is among His own, not a position. What is it then? It is His own. I wonder if each one, each individual, is within that number in this company today, His own, His property, those for whom He died, for whom His precious blood was shed. Those who are of the faith of Christ, they are His own, He loved them, and He loves them to the end. 

Word at the burial of Mrs. A. J. Ellis, Barnet
26 February 1980 

 


Scripture references

John 13:1 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end.

2 Corinthians 7:3 (JND) [3] I do not speak for condemnation, for I have already said that ye are in our hearts, to die together, and live together.

Matthew 28:20 (JND) [20] teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.



“DO NOT HINDER ME”


P. Martin 

Genesis 24: 54–60; 45: 8–15; 2 Timothy 4: 9–13, 19–22 

I read these scriptures having in mind to say a word, as the Lord may help, on this reference in Genesis 24, “Do not hinder me”. The time is short, and whether the spirit of urgency is sufficiently marking us, or sufficiently marking me, I would doubt. If we feel that the time is short, how much more the Spirit of God feels it. We know that in one sense there is no need to look outside to conditions in the world as a witness of it, although they are an abundant witness. I think we can say simply that there is an answer in the affections of the saints which is a witness which is greater than the witness in the world—that the time is short. Would that we were increasingly sympathetic with the feelings of divine Persons. This reference here, typically to the Spirit, is one which I believe should impress us. The Spirit has been on a mission; He is on a mission; He has 

come out as having been sent by both the Father and the Son; He has an object in view and is intent on completing it. 

In this section we might say, speaking typically, He is well on His way to the completion of it. What a moment, dear brethren! I believe this cry has gone out through the whole of the dispensation, “Hinder me not”1. Here we are, nearly two thousand years since the Spirit came; how urgent that cry is today—“Hinder me not”. It may be that what is legitimate may be put forward to seek to cause Him to pause for a moment; “Let the maiden abide with us some days, or say ten” just “some days”. It may be that that is the attitude of someone’s heart here. May the Spirit of God stir us up today that that should not be the attitude of any of us, that we should not put other things in front of the service of the Spirit and His intention in going away to His Master. 

Let us just ponder for a moment what it will be when the church is taken, when He who restrains has gone, when He returns back, we might say reverently, to the One who has sent Him. Think of what it will mean to the Spirit. We often ponder what it meant to Christ to have been received up in glory after those thirty-three years, but let us ponder what it will  mean to the Spirit to be received back, if I might speak carefully, after nearly two thousand years. What power and urgency are in His feelings; how He has laboured unceasingly and untiringly, never a moment having gone by when the Spirit has ceased to labour throughout the whole of the dispensation, and His cry would be to us at the moment—“Hinder me not”. 

Let us put nothing in the way of the hope that is before us, and the object, we might say, that is before the Spirit—our departure to be with Christ, the bride complete, and His return, having completed His work here, to the One who sent Him. What a moment that is going to be! 

Yet there was somebody here who said, “Let the maiden abide with us some days, or say ten”. O, dear brother and sister, there is not a day to waste; the Spirit’s service is almost complete, and He is, as it were, saying to us afresh, Let Me go to My Master. From His side, He is ready to go; the willingness is there and the power is there, but from our side is the willingness there? Is Christ everything to us? Has the service of the Spirit made Christ everything to us? I think we can say He has become greater to us as we have continued in our short period of history. It says of Isaac that he became greater, until he was very great (see Genesis 26: 13). May we press on for that moment, dear brethren, that Christ may become greater and continually greater, until He becomes very great. 

Think of the limitless character of the greatness of Christ, the One who has ascended up that He might fill all things, filling the heavens through which He has passed, filling the heart of the Father, and filling the hearts of those who are here in testimony. He has ascended up that He might fill all things. Think of the glory of such a Man! No one else could have filled what Christ has filled—“that he might fill all things”, Ephesians 4: 10. The Spirit is intent that in such a moment as we are in Christ should become so great to us that our desires should merge with those of the Spirit as He says, “Hinder me not”. It says, “Do not hinder me, seeing Jehovah has prospered my way; send me away, and I will go to my master”. Would that I could leave some impression of the Spirit’s feelings today. We might say His way has been prospered—we speak reverently and carefully—and yet it is true, dear brethren, His way has 

been prospered. Think of how powerfully He has operated right down through the whole of the dispensation awakening an answer in the recovery of the truth; think of how prospered that way has been, and now the cry is, “Hinder me not”. May we put nothing, therefore, before Christ. I say this, and I shall be searched by it more than any, but may we put nothing in the way of Christ, may He become our all. The moment of Christ’s reception of the bride to Himself means so much to the Spirit, and He says, “Hinder me not”. 

“And they called Rebecca and said to her, Wilt thou go with this man?” That is, I think, one of the calls of the Spirit at the moment, “Wilt thou go with this man?” Are we willing just to go with the Spirit? She left all else, her father’s house and all that she could lay claim to naturally; she left all that she had lived in relation to, and she found her own part as typically going with the Spirit in relation to Isaac. “Wilt thou go with this man?”—I would appeal to  you young people here, as being one of you, Will you go with the Spirit? You say, Life is before me. It may be, dear young person, that life is before you, but Christ is to be before you; He is to be the object in view—“He died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised”, 2 Corinthians 5: 15. Is that Person before you, the One who has died for you that you might live to Him? The Spirit is working powerfully that you might know what it is to have Christ continuously before you, and that your life might be governed by the power of the Spirit in His powerful operations, that you might know what it is for your affection for Christ to increase. Would that that was so of me and all of us, dear brethren, that our affection for Christ increased. 

What is going to give power to the present testimony? Is it the light of the truth only? We need the light of the truth, we will come to that a little later, but what gives power to it is affection for Christ and the indwelling of the Spirit as forming what is after Christ for His own pleasure. That is what we desire. May we all know what it is for the Spirit to make the glory of Christ greater in our eyes. Rebecca says, “I will go”. I say again, dear brother, Will you go? Dear sister, Are you prepared to go? The time is short; the Spirit is urgent; “Hinder me not”. The servant was waiting for this answer from Rebecca. But the Spirit may be waiting for it from you. 

In Genesis 45 Joseph had been made lord over all the land of Egypt. Think of the exaltation of Christ, the Father loving the Son, and everything being in His hand, but He wants to bring all into the enjoyment of it. The brethren had been through deep exercise as to their part in Joseph’s rejection but they come round to the knowledge of who was there, and we come to the knowledge of Him into whose hand the Father has put everything. What a Man He is! 

Joseph’s brethren are coming round to this; Joseph is still there and he says, “Haste and go up to my father, and say to him, Thus says thy son Joseph—God has made me lord of all Egypt”. 

I think this should give colour to our testimony. He says later, “And tell my father of all my glory in Egypt ... and haste and bring down my father hither”. The local company should be a place in which there is urgent activity so that the One who has been exalted above all should have His place of prominence and supremacy. We each have our part in that. ‘Go up and tell my father’; what a powerful witness that was, what a powerful testimony to Jacob. And there is power in the Spirit, as operating in each one of us in our day, 

to cause that the work of God, wherever it may be, rallies to the recognition of the One who is supreme. Joseph was to become supreme to them in a way in which he had never been before. 

What a moment we are in, the time of the supremacy of Christ in the hearts of His own! The Lord would say to us at this moment, as it were, “Haste”. In our conversation together, in the home and in the local meeting, let us be urgent that Christ should have His place, that He should come into the place which is rightly His as the One who has been made Lord over all the land of Egypt. Think of the glory that belongs to Christ, and yet there is something for us to do to spread that glory at the present time. Therefore in the working in the local meeting, and in the body as we have spoken of it earlier, let there be the bringing out of the supremacy of that Man. There is no other man to exalt; every other man has been tried and removed. He has come through as supreme. O, dear brethren, let it be Christ. What is seen in the local meeting? Is it Christ? What is seen in the ministry meeting, with maybe two or three words? 

Let it be Christ, let it be that the exaltation of that Man fills the hearts of the saints. Those of us who take part in any way are responsible that the brethren receive living impressions of Christ. Joseph says, Haste and go up to my father and tell him all that you have seen. 

Have you not seen Christ exalted? You will not be effective in testimony amongst the saints, or wider, until you have seen Christ exalted. “Haste, and go up”; may we commit ourselves to it in the places in which we have been set, that Christ should be exalted in all that we do. 

Finally, we come to Timothy. It is a broken day; Paul is almost alone, “Luke alone is with me”. And in the moment in which we are the testimony is 

in reproach. Is Paul discouraged by it? It does not seem like it. Are we discouraged by outward smallness? Let it not be a source of discouragement; the Lord can turn it to the praise and glory of His name. We feel the outward departure, and it is intended that we should, but let it not be for our discouragement; let us go on. Paul is going on here; he has certain needs and Timothy is to meet them when he comes. You might say, Well Paul, you are at the end of your days, the testimony is about spent, what need have you of a cloak, or books, or parchments? Paul would say, The testimony is going on. In writing to Timothy Paul speaks of the public testimony having gone to pieces; the shipwreck has taken place; but, dear brethren, there is that which is going through. I think the fact that Paul asks Timothy to bring certain things when he came is a witness that in Paul’s affections Christ was everything, and the testimony was going through. 

He says, “I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing” (2 

Timothy 4: 7, 8). Paul was reaching out, you might say, even to the present day—“to all who love his appearing”. He was writing when there was but one with him, “Luke alone is with me”, but there was in Paul’s affections that all who love His appearing should be maintained through to the end. 

It is a wonderful moment that we are in; I wonder if we really value it. Outwardly the assembly has been attacked, and Christ has been attacked more than any. You can drive round this country and see the castles that have been attacked, but you know the assembly has been attacked more 

than any, and yet it has stood; there is that which stands. Whilst in its public aspect all may appear to have gone to pieces, there is that which stands. Let us have faith for it, and let us be in it on the basis of moral conformity to Christ wrought in the power of the Spirit. Unless that is so in me, I am not in the testimony at all; there is no testimony if Christ is not supreme. Let us weigh these things soberly. Paul, a man in whose heart Christ was everything, says, “That I may gain Christ”; think of that! Paul had so much light and so much entrance into the truth, yet he pursued that he might gain Christ. Let us pursue that we might gain Him, dear brethren. Paul says here to Timothy, You do that. Paul’s ministry is a ministry of the exalted Man, the Man who appeared to Paul out of the glory; think for a moment of that, the Man who appeared to Paul out of the glory; and Paul was also caught up to the third heaven and heard things it was not allowed to man to utter. Paul’s ministry was of Christ glorified, and what was precious to Him here in His body, the saints. That is what the enemy has attacked at every possible point. 

“Use diligence to come to me quickly”; the need is urgent to attend to Paul’s ministry. “The cloak which I left behind ... and the books ... especially the parchments” bring when thou comest. What was involved in that? I think it is the setting out of all that had been delivered through Paul. We had reference earlier to the Lord’s own words in the gospels and no doubt that would be involved in it. You might say they were old, Paul had had them a long while, yes, but they were still good. There are many things with which the enemy would occupy our time in reading, but there are these books and the parchments and they are for our instruction and edification. Paul says, When thou comest bring them. Dear brethren, there is much 

that has been delivered to us. Thank God for the opening up of the truth; let us keep near to it. 

Let us not in any sense lose sight of what the Lord has brought right down to our day, the books and the parchments. Are we able to carry these things, not just in our minds but in our affections? I am not wanting to be sentimental, but how careful Timothy would have been about those things that he was taking to Paul. How careful are we in carrying the things that have been delivered to us in the truth? You can understand Paul saying they were urgent. 

The enemy is busy, dear brother, but on the other hand everything is for you. Are you prepared to commit yourself unreservedly, using diligence to come to Paul quickly? “Use diligence to come to me quickly”, Paul says. Think of what that must have meant. Paul was an old man here and Timothy was to use diligence to come to him. The time is short; there is still a certain amount to be done; we still have our part to fill; Timothy had his. Some had fallen away from the work, one had fallen sick, and Paul says to Timothy, “Use diligence to come before winter”. Let us commit ourselves, dear brethren. We say the time is short, very short; who of us knows how long it will be? but we are to use diligence in the time that remains that there might be an answer to Paul’s ministry at the end of the dispensation. And we are to work towards the end that Christ may have His place of supremacy—“and gave him to be head over all things to the assembly, which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all”, Ephesians 1: 22. 

Is He our object, dear brethren? He is the Spirit’s object, and I think the Spirit would say to us today, “Hinder me not”. There may be much as to which we would say. Well, I have just got to see to this, or, I have just got to do that, but—“Hinder me not”. There is only one object that is worth 

having and that is Christ; there is only one object to work to and that is Christ, and the Spirit would stir our affections .I believe in a sense of urgency—“Hinder me not”. May we therefore be ready to go with Him and be workers with Him until the Lord comes, for His name’s sake. 

 Address at Gillingham
29 August 1981 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 24:54-60 (JND) [54] And they ate and drank, he and the men that were with him, and lodged. And they rose up in the morning; and he said, Send me away to my master. [55] And her brother and her mother said, Let the maiden abide with us [some] days, or [say] ten; after that she shall go. [56] And he said to them, Do not hinder me, seeing Jehovah has prospered my way: send me away, and I will go to my master. [57] And they said, Let us call the maiden and inquire at her mouth. [58] And they called Rebecca and said to her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go. [59] And they sent away Rebecca their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men. [60] And they blessed Rebecca, and said to her, Thou art our sister; mayest thou become thousands of tens of thousands; and may thy seed possess the gate of their enemies!

Genesis 45:8-15 (JND) [8] And now it was not you [that] sent me here, but God; and he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and governor over all the land of Egypt. [9] Haste and go up to my father, and say to him, Thus says thy son Joseph: God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, tarry not. [10] And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near to me, thou, and thy sons, and thy sons' sons, and thy sheep, and thy cattle, and all that thou hast. [11] And there will I maintain thee; for yet there are five years of famine; in order that thou be not impoverished, thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast. [12] And behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth which speaks to you. [13] And tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen, and haste and bring down my father hither. [14] And he fell on his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept on his neck. [15] And he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them; and after that his brethren talked with him.

2 Timothy 4:9-22 (JND) [9] Use diligence to come to me quickly; [10] for Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age, and is gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry. [12] But Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. [13] The cloak which I left behind [me] in Troas at Carpus's, bring when thou comest, and the books, especially the parchments. [14] Alexander the smith did many evil things against me. The Lord will render to him according to his works. [15] Against whom be *thou* also on thy guard, for he has greatly withstood our words. [16] At my first defence no man stood with me, but all deserted me. May it not be imputed to them. [17] But the Lord stood with [me], and gave me power, that through me the proclamation might be fully made, and all [those of] the nations should hear; and I was delivered out of the lion's mouth. [18] The Lord shall deliver me from every wicked work, and shall preserve [me] for his heavenly kingdom; to whom [be] glory for the ages of ages. Amen. [19] Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the house of Onesiphorus. [20] Erastus remained in Corinth, but Trophimus I left behind in Miletus sick. …

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Genesis 26:13 (JND) [13] And the man became great, and he became continually greater, until he was very great.

Ephesians 4:10 (JND) [10] He that descended is the same who has also ascended up above all the heavens, that he might fill all things;

2 Corinthians 5:15 (JND) [15] and he died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised.

Genesis 45 (JND) [1] And Joseph could not control himself before all them that stood by him, and he cried, Put every man out from me! And no man stood with him when Joseph made himself known to his brethren. [2] And he raised his voice in weeping; and the Egyptians heard, and the house of Pharaoh heard. [3] And Joseph said to his brethren, I am Joseph. Does my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him, for they were troubled at his presence. …

Ephesians 1:22 (JND) [22] and has put all things under his feet, and gave him [to be] head over all things to the assembly,



MUSINGS


MODELS While Jesus is uniquely our Example and Model (1 Peter 2: 21), Scripture shows that we are to profit from the example of Christ-like persons. Paul says to the Philippians, 

“Be imitators all together of me, brethren, and fix your eyes on those walking thus as you have us for a model” (Philippians 3: 17). Paul was so formed after Christ that he was a model for the saints. But there were also others walking in the same path as Paul and formed by the Spirit in the same character and ways. So they too were to be kept in view. Doubtless there were such in Philippi. One lesson in this is that we are to keep our eyes on those who are most devoted to Christ and most formed by the truth. It might suit my preference to pattern myself on some who were less committed, less spiritual, less unworldly, but Paul would say, ‘Fix your eyes on those walking thus as you have us for a model’. There is safety in doing this. 

Note that Paul does not here say ‘me’ but “us”—‘have us for a model’, which no doubt includes Timothy, who is joined with Paul in the writing of this letter. This is most important, that we not only have examples in individuals but in the way those individuals walk together in the truth in love and unity. This is to be in evidence in localities and in those who serve the saints. It is a fine thing that what was set on by Paul is thus to be continued, not only in right teaching but in walk. So Paul says (Philippians 3: 16), “Let us walk in the same steps”, which gives an impression of direction, purpose, unity, and dignity in movement. It is seen in Peter and John in Acts 3 as they went up together into the temple. Peter says, “Look on us”. What unity of walk, affection, and purpose were seen in those two men. They were as one, and Peter says, “Look on us”. Oh may we set ourselves for this! The young are entitled to see these things in those who are older. If they are absent it gives them a sense of doubt and insecurity. 

FCM




Scripture references

1 Peter 2:21 (JND) [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps:

Philippians 3:17 (JND) [17] Be imitators [all] together of me, brethren, and fix your eyes on those walking thus as you have us for a model;

Philippians 3:16 (JND) [16] But whereto we have attained, [let us] walk in the same steps.

Acts 3 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. …



‘FOR THY SAKE’





George Herbert (1593–1632) 

Teach me, my God and King, 

In all things Thee to see, 

And what I do in anything 

To do it as for Thee. 

All may of Thee partake; 

Nothing can be so mean, 

Which with this tincture, ‘For Thy sake’, 

Will not grow bright and clean. 

A servant with this clause 

Makes drudgery divine; 

Who sweeps a room as for Thy laws 

Makes that an action fine. 

This is the famous stone 

That turneth all to gold; 

For that which God doth touch and own 

Cannot for less be told. 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by C. Ellis, Billericay, Essex, England
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