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SIMPLICITY AS TO THE CHRIST

R. Taylor 

2 Corinthians 11: 1–3; Isaiah 42: 1–4; John 1: 29, 30, 35–39 

I think Paul’s fears would be fully justified today as to the danger of our hearts being deflected from the kind of Man that Jesus is. I would like to read the footnote to verse 3, which says, ‘‘Simplicity’ here refers, not to a personal trait, but to the doctrine as to Christ; what a faithful heart retained in simplicity, as taught in the truth’. We would all like to have that, a faithful heart, what it retains in simplicity. Things have become very complex; Christianity is not complicated, but there have been many intrusions that have confused persons as to simplicity as to the Christ. There is one thing that stands out, dear brethren, He has left the world and all its facets. Someone wrote in a local newspaper, trying to justify education, sport and these things, that if Christ were here He would be the greatest professor in education, He would be the greatest sportsman in the world of sport, and so on. The next week some faithful soul wrote, Is this the Christ of Isaiah 53? No, there is no room for Him in this world, dear friend. However much they may attach His name to education or sport or any other thing, the world has no room for Christ. 

‘Room for pleasure, room for bus’ness, 

But for Christ the crucified— 

Not a place that He can enter 

In the heart for which He died!’ 

I would like to stimulate our hearts as to simplicity as to the Christ. The devil is set against it, he is particularly set against the expression of assembly features, as to Christ. Paul says here, “But I fear ... as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft”—“his craft”—not openly, though he is also denying the Person of Christ, he is very craftily confusing the affections of believers as to simplicity as to Christ, and especially as to the 

expression of assembly features. That is the attack today, as it has always been, against the assembly. Christ is in glory, but the attack is to spoil what is here for His pleasure. These attacks are going on, they become more prominent from time to time, but I believe there is a need for being warned that, what is being spoiled is the assembly for Christ, in the undermining of assembly features. Well, how are they to be preserved? When Eve came on the scene the serpent became very active, it says he “deceived Eve by his craft”, not openly but he sowed doubts. That is what, the enemy is doing today, he is sowing doubts in the hearts of the saints as to simplicity as to the Christ. He not only sowed doubts in the heart of Eve; he sowed seeds of pride in her heart. These things work in all our hearts, the seeds of pride. He would cause Eve to get out of her place. Did she refer to Adam about it? Not a bit, there is no reference in Genesis as to Eve asking Adam about what the serpent had said. Do we take to the Lord, dear brethren, things that come in that would spoil assembly features, and Christ having the assembly for His joy? In not speaking to Adam about it, she got out of her place. The enemy is very active to get us to act out of our place, and take us beyond our measure in what we may say and do among the saints. May we be kept in simplicity as to the Christ. 

How charming is the simplicity of the Man of Isaiah 53, “he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground—he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him” (Isaiah 53: 2). It is a beautiful chapter, as to the lowliness of Jesus. There was nothing complicated about Jesus, or in the way He settled matters. They brought to Him almost unsolvable problems, as to whether it was lawful to give tribute to Caesar, for example. They thought they had a great case, the lawyers I suppose framed the question. They would say, You say it is God we should render tribute to, and we are under Caesar, what do we do? Jesus says, “Shew me a denarius. Whose image and superscription has it?”. They said, “Caesar’s”, and He said, “Pay therefore what is Caesar’s to Caesar, and what is God’s to God” (see Luke 20: 24). How simple! They brought to Him that woman in John 8, another difficult case. What did He do? He stooped down and wrote on the ground. How simple are these movements of Jesus that would charm and form our hearts that we may be preserved in simplicity as to the Christ. 

The footnote speaks about doctrine. We used to be told that doctrine is like the banks of the river, and the banks keep the river in its place. An old brother used to tell us to take care that you do not become all banks and no river. The main thing is the river. Far be it from me to undermine good doctrine, but the great importance of doctrine is to lead to the Person. Do not become a professor, someone who thinks he knows all the answers; someone who thinks he can solve all the problems. The problems are all solved in simplicity as to the Christ. How simple the ark was. God said, Make an ark of wood. He might have said, Make an ark of gold. No, the ark was made of acacia-wood speaking of the lowliness and endurance of Jesus; the One who was here in wilderness circumstances, God’s eye resting on Him. That holy ark, how beautiful things are spoken about it, an ark of wood. God said, “I went about in a tent”, 2 Samuel 7: 6. O the lowliness of Jesus—“I went about in a tent”. There it was, that ark of wood—what an answer to all the murmurings, the ark was always the same, in the wilderness and in the land. See it in Dagon’s house and what happens? The whole power is broken, in the presence of that ark of wood, overlaid with gold. In the type Moses must have fed upon the manhood of Christ; how the priests must have fed upon it; it illuminated the whole journey; it was there always the same, that holy ark. 

These features remind us of the simple charm of Jesus. Rising above the clouds of darkness, despair and 

discontent, is the charm of that Man. He is to be the centre, dear brethren, in all our gatherings. He is to be the theme of our conversations; He is to be the Object of our hearts. It is very fine to speak to a believer about Christ. I met an old woman the other week, as she was telling me about her conversion her face radiated when she spoke about Jesus. I had never met her before, but just in the conversation she referred to God and I referred to the Lord and her face lit up; she was crippled, but she rejoiced to speak in simplicity as to the Christ. It is fine not to be hardened, or academic as to the Person of Jesus. He has His own charm— 

‘How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds 

In a believer’s ear!’ (Hymn 54) 

The verse goes on to say, ‘It soothes his sorrows’; some of the things we say may aggravate the sorrow. The Name of Jesus brings in calm to the soul. How sweet it is! I say, How often is it in our conversations, simplicity as to the Christ. The newly converted soul can speak about Him; and the man or the woman who has been on the way all their life does not tire in speaking about Him, or become hardened in their affections. 

When Paul had to speak before Agrippa, what does he choose to speak about? He could have told Agrippa about things that God had done for him, or his exploits, but he speaks about Jesus that appeared to him in the way, his heart was kept tender and simple as to the Person of Christ. He said that a light above the brightness of the sun shone round about him (see Acts 26: 13). It illumined his heart and life. It was the great theme, and the great stay in all his experience. 

Well, in Isaiah 42 God is calling attention to Christ as His Servant, “Behold my servant”. He does not say, Behold My King; that would not have been out of place. Isaiah gives some beautiful touches as to that word “Behold”. It involves our eyes turning away to look on God’s Servant. You wonder at these expressions in the Old Testament, these writers must have wondered who God was speaking about. “Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect in whom my soul delighteth!” O the joy that God has found in the humanity of Jesus! He has passed by every other man. Samuel, when he saw Eliab coming in, thought surely this is God’s man; I am sure he looked an outstanding man. No, God has not chosen this; He has rejected that kind of man. 

Another one comes in and Samuel says, Neither has Jehovah chosen; this one (1 Samuel 16: 6–8). Well, may our eyes not be drawn away by another kind of man. 

There is only one Man before God; only one Man been justified, raised from among the dead; God has glorified His Holy Servant Jesus. Think of Luke 2 as Christ came into this world in lowliness, in those conditions that were even abnormal for the society of men. The angels announced that One so great had come into these lowly conditions, it says, “today a Saviour has been born ... who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2: 11). Mr Darby says, 

‘How rightly rose the praises 

Of heaven that wondrous night’. 

and again, 

‘More just those acclamations, 

Than when the glorious band 

Chanted earth’s deep foundations, 

Just laid by God’s right hand’. 

The creation was a wonderful matter, but the incoming of Jesus surpassed it all. The angels saw there God drawing near in grace in Jesus and, if earth was silent, they could not withhold acclaiming, “today a Saviour has been born ... who is Christ the Lord “. His lowliness did not hide His greatness in their eyes; great beings they were, but that lowly Babe in the manger did not becloud the glory of who was there—“a Saviour ... who is Christ the Lord”. 

Well, God says, “mine elect in whom my soul delighteth!” He delighted in the incarnation and in those silent years that we read very little about; He 

delighted in the movements of Jesus as He was subject to His parents; He delighted in the way that He grew up as a tender sapling, a root out of dry ground. He did not derive anything from the scene into which He came; He brought everything in with Him. The lowliness and grace Jesus displayed. He brought in with Him. He derived nothing from the scene into which He came but sorrow, tears, grief; but He brought grace, dispensing it liberally to all humanity. 

What it must have been to God to see a Man who could heal the leper, who could touch such in all their infirmity. The devil sought by the temptations to take Him out of the place of “my servant”, but in them all, He was perfect. He says, “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God”, Matthew 4: 7. The devil left Him for a season but when Jesus rose from the dead the power of the enemy was broken and broken for ever. How He has glorified God! “My servant … in whom my soul delighteth!” 

There on the mount of transfiguration, God for a moment gave Peter and James and John an insight into His delight in Jesus, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”. 

How interesting those thirty-three and a half years were to heaven; it is all chronicled there, and we will have a better view of it some day I am sure. Then it adds, “I will put my Spirit upon him”. He was anointed, God committed Himself to Jesus; the Spirit came upon Him. 

What a beautiful movement John saw, as he says, “I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him”, John 1: 32. It abode upon Him, He was honoured by heaven. Despised on earth, He was the Object of heaven’s attention. 

Then, “he shall bring forth judgment to the nations”. God has committed everything in this dispensation into the hands of Christ and into the hands of the Spirit. How beautifully He handles things—“A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench”. 

How readily we may do that you know. As marked by 

Simplicity as to the Christ, we would not discourage any soul as to their links with Christ, “A bruised reed shall he not break”. Things almost gone, you may say, what use is a bruised reed? In His hands He makes it strong. Think of that woman bowed down for eighteen years, a bruised reed you may say, but a daughter of Abraham. I suppose very few thought of her like that, they thought of that poor crippled woman; the Lord speaks of her as a daughter of Abraham (Luke 13: 16). He makes the most of everything that is there—“and smoking flax shall he not quench—he shall bring forth judgment according to truth”. May we make way in simplicity as to the Christ that these things may work in hearts that are drawn to Him, and held in relation to Him. He does not make it complicated, nor long drawn out either. He would not need a lot of letters or long telephone conversations to sort it out; the whole thing is sorted out in simplicity as to the Christ. Christ and the assembly are the great issue. As these things are seen in their true glory, matters are relatively easily settled. 

I think John would help us as to how they are settled. He says as to Christ He was preferred before me. John’s ministry, I think, is to help us in the settlement of things. The ministry of John the baptist takes away every other man; he says that the axe was applied to the root of the trees. It is very interesting that in a critical time in John’s gospel, the Lord went to the place where John was baptising at the first (see John 10: 40). Maybe we need to make room for the way John would operate in his ministry to put the axe to the root of the tree; not only dealing with the fruits of it and the branches, but to be able to apply the axe to the root of the tree, and be established in what John was teaching. What was that? The baptism of repentance, repentance brings us back to simplicity as to the Christ, and the charm of His grace fills the soul; John’s ministry came in to remove the kind of man that stood in the way. 

Think of Jesus coming in unrecognised, “He came to his own, and his own received him not” (John 1: 11); they had not that simplicity as to the Christ. Dear brethren, do we recognise Him when He is spoken about? Do we recognise Him when He comes in? Samuel was brought to that as it says, “Arise, anoint him; for this is he” (1 Samuel 16: 12)—not Eliab nor any of these other men. He is without a rival, “Arise, anoint him; for this is he”. John’s ministry brings about that there is no rival to Christ. John was not going to be a rival. No, he says, my ministry is the baptism of repentance—repent from all the complications that have come into your life, repent from these things that have beclouded the lowliness of Jesus, repent, make way for God’s Man, “my servant whom I uphold, mine elect in whom my soul delighteth!” 

Well, it says that, “he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God”, another “Behold”—“Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”. What a sight to fill his vision; how simple, “God’s Lamb, God’s Man, the Man of Isaiah 53—“he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities”. Can you say, With His stripes I am healed? He is the Man who was wounded for our transgressions; the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. I said the Christ of Isaiah 53; I may have said the Christ of Philippians 2, the Bondman. That is how He was here—

‘Nor yet in triumph passing, 

But human infancy!’. (Hymn 188) 

How Paul delighted to write about Him! He took “his place in the likeness of men; and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death” (Philippians 2: 7, 8)—the simplicity as to the Christ, that is how He met things, beloved. The complications of sin, and all that had come into the world since Adam onward He met it, the Lamb of God met it, the taking away the sin of the world involved the sacrifice of Himself. 

What an example to us, dear brethren, maybe to suffer more and speak less. Maybe too, to take home to ourselves the responsibilities of things that have come in, and be affected by the way that Christ has gone to remove the man who has brought in the difficulties—“Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”. How could John have understood that? What a matter was the sin of the world—Who could measure it? God alone, and God alone has provided the Lamb. 

Well, John saw that, how he delighted to speak about Him, and again, on the morrow, he says, “Behold the Lamb of God”. He is not now thinking about the sin question; but about the Person who did the work. These words, “Behold the Lamb of God”, seemed to attract these disciples. Would that we could speak about Jesus more attractively to cause persons to raise the question, Where abidest Thou? Where does it all come from? How can we be maintained in the lowliness of Jesus? How can we be maintained in simplicity as to the Christ? Jesus says, “Come and see”. How simple! He could have said a lot of other things. He could have given them a letter to read; He could have referred them to Isaiah or some other scripture, but He says, “Come and see”. They went to see, and they abode with Him that day. How formative it was! Andrew came out from the presence of Jesus and found his own brother. 

What would he tell him? He would not tell him about the splendour of a great house. No, he would speak about simple things; perhaps about how He gave thanks for His food or how He spoke about the Father. He would speak about the simplicity of His manner and the charm of the Man. May our hearts be affected by it, the simplicity as to the Christ. The Lamb of God who met the greatest difficulty that there has ever been in the history of mankind, met it in suffering love, He met it by dying. All our sorrows and problems are answered in the Lamb of God, “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”. He has met difficulties, not by talking about them, but in a suffering way, a Man of another kind. 

May our hearts be encouraged as John was encouraging these disciples to follow Jesus. May the theme of our hearts and our conversation be the Person and His work, what He has done for God, how He has made Himself increasingly precious to God in the way He has gone. God has glorified His Holy Servant Jesus. May we heed Paul’s appeal, that we may not be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ. I say in closing, the attacks are against the assembly, spoiling what is here that is simple and true and loyal to our absent Lord. He is absent, the testimony is here, the assembly is here, and it will be here until the end. The city of Revelation 21 will be the display of what has been formed in time by the Spirit of God, in which Christ is finding His delight and joy. May it be increasingly our theme, our occupation, Christ and the assembly. 

For Christ’s name’s sake. 

Address at Colchester
26 June 1993 

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 11:1-3 (JND) [1] Would that ye would bear with me [in] a little folly; but indeed bear with me. [2] For I am jealous as to you with a jealousy [which is] of God; for I have espoused you unto one man, to present [you] a chaste virgin to Christ. [3] But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, [so] your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ.

Isaiah 42:1-4 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. [4] He shall not faint nor be in haste, till he have set justice in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.

John 1:29-39 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. [30] He it is of whom I said, A man comes after me who takes a place before me, because he *was* before me; [31] and I knew him not; but that he might be manifested to Israel, therefore have I come baptising with water. [32] And John bore witness, saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him. [33] And I knew him not; but he who sent me to baptise with water, *he* said to me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on him, he it is who baptises with [the] Holy Spirit. [34] And I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God. [35] Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples. [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God. [37] And the two disciples heard him speaking, and followed Jesus. [38] But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye? And *they* said to him, Rabbi (which, being interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou? [39] He says to them, Come and see. They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day. It was about the tenth hour.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 53:2 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Luke 20:24 (JND) [24] Shew me a denarius. Whose image and superscription has it? And answering they said, Caesar's.

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

2 Samuel 7:6 (JND) [6] For I have not dwelt in a house since the day that I brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but I went about in a tent and in a tabernacle.

Acts 26:13 (JND) [13] at mid-day, on the way, I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven round about me and those who were journeying with me.

Isaiah 42 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. …

1 Samuel 16:6-8 (JND) [6] And it came to pass when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely Jehovah's anointed is before him. [7] But Jehovah said to Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have rejected him; for it is not as man seeth; for man looketh upon the outward appearance, but Jehovah looketh upon the heart. [8] Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, Neither has Jehovah chosen this one.

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Luke 2:11 (JND) [11] for to-day a Saviour has been born to you in David's city, who is Christ [the] Lord.

Matthew 4:7 (JND) [7] Jesus said to him, It is again written, Thou shalt not tempt [the] Lord thy God.

John 1:32 (JND) [32] And John bore witness, saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him.

Luke 13:16 (JND) [16] And this [woman], who is a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound, lo, [these] eighteen years, ought she not to be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?

John 10:40 (JND) [40] and departed again beyond the Jordan to the place where John was baptising at the first: and he abode there.

John 1:11 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not;

1 Samuel 16:12 (JND) [12] And he sent and brought him in. And he was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance. And Jehovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Philippians 2:7-8 (JND) [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …



BELIEVERS KEPT IN LIFE

A. McBride 

Joshua 6: 25; Ruth 4: 10; 2 Samuel 8: 1, 2; Mark 16: 9; Revelation 1: 5 (from “To him” ), 6 

What I had before me centres on the passage we read in 2 Samuel, particularly as to this “one full line to keep alive”. What the Spirit of God has in mind is to maintain affections in the saints in view of life, this one line “to keep alive”. In Revelation the Lord Jesus has to say to Sardis, “thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead” (Revelation 3: 1); He also speaks of the things that are about to die, but He presents Himself there as “he that has the seven Spirits of God” (Revelation 3: 1). Now that is a great comfort to us. It means that things in the hand of Christ, by the Spirit of God in His universal character, will be maintained according to God right through into eternity. I wanted to show that God is operating sovereignly in wondrous mercy in persons like you and me who are of no account in this world, in view of securing us for this great line of life, not only to maintain us in life, but to bring us through as having our part in the praising company. Now it is a great matter that there should be an answer to the heart of Christ and the heart of God, out of hearts that appreciate the precious work of Jesus. That will occupy us throughout eternity, the appreciation of the Lord Jesus, the One who loves us and has given Himself for us. 

I wanted just to touch on David here in 2 Samuel 8 because he is a beautiful type of the Lord Jesus in this section. Battles are for the moment over. Saul is dead, the men of Judah had anointed David in Hebron (2 Samuel 2: 4), and then the men of Israel had anointed him too in Hebron, and he reigned over both Judah and Israel in Jerusalem (2 Samuel 5: 5). That is typical of Christ in His supremacy. How wonderful that is, to see Christ where He is now, glorified, a blessed anointed Man in the presence of God, the One, who holds the hearts of His saints. The people came to David and said, “we are thy bone and thy flesh” (2 Samuel 5: 1), that is, they understood they had a link with him, and we, as believers, have a blessed link with Christ. Our beginnings are in the death of Christ. He has come down in wondrous love to secure us in view of heavenly association with Himself. 

It says here that “David smote the Philistines, and subdued them; and David took the power of the capital out of the hand of the Philistines”. That is a beautiful Colossian touch; Christ spoiled principalities and authorities. The very power that Satan had wielded against mankind, and is wielding today, Christ has taken out of his hand. He lives a glorious Man in heaven, and He has taken that power so that He can use, it for our benefit and blessing, and that is what He is doing. He has taken the power of the capital out of the hand of the Philistines, as in the type, and now He is the true David, who has the keys of death and of hades. How great He is! 

Then it says that David “smote the Moabites, and measured them with a line”—“two lines to put to death, and one full line to keep alive”. It has been said that the two lines to put to death would relate to the law, and to the life of Jesus here. One line would be the law, that which was written and stood out against us. That is another Colossian touch, is it not? It says, 

“having forgiven us all the offences; having effaced the handwriting in ordinances which stood out against us”. Colossians 2: 13, 14. What a power the law is, it condemns us to death, but the Lord Jesus redeems us out of it. The other line was typical of the precious life of Jesus here. When Jesus was here it was the glory of God; but it says, “for all have sinned, and: come short of the glory of God”, Romans 3: 23. That is the other line; both these lines condemn us. Of course they have a future reference as well, but meantime there is this one full line to keep alive, and that is an act of sovereign mercy. The Moabites were under the government of God. We sometimes speak, rather lightly perhaps, of the Moabites as representing our natural relatives, who would hinder us in the things of God, and that is true in a sense, but if you go to Deuteronomy 23 you will find that there are much deeper meanings than that. God says there that the Moabite was not to enter the congregation, not even the tenth generation or for ever (Deuteronomy 23: 3). He gives a reason; there was a line of opposition there, a line of corruption which God resented. David here you see is not bypassing that judgment, he is putting these two lines to death, but he is exercising, as Christ does, the glory of sovereign mercy to bring out a full line to keep alive. Is that not wonderful? 

You and I, beloved brethren, are subjects of divine mercy. Paul says, “mercy was shewn me”; the Authorised Version says, “I obtained mercy” (1 Timothy 1: 13), but Mr Darby in his translation renders it, “but mercy was shewn me”. Paul would not even imply he merited it in any way. 

So I wanted to speak about these three persons, Rahab the harlot; Ruth the Moabitess; and Mary of Magdala, as representing persons like you and me who have dreadful histories, and yet are subjects of wondrous grace. It is a marvellous thing that the Spirit of God has preserved to us such appellations for these three persons. They are not the only ones in Scripture, of course, you get for instance Simon the leper (Mark 14: 3), that is another appellation that refers to his previous history. Rahab is referred to in Hebrews 11: 31 as Rahab the harlot; she was not a harlot any more. In the second, chapter of Joshua, it is very beautiful the way these spies came and found a lodging in the house of this woman, Rahab, with this awful reputation. But she had flax on her roof, in typical language she had found the mercy of God in Christ, she had found the Lord Jesus. It is very precious to think of it. The Spirit of God retains these appellations, Ruth the Moabitess, and Mary of Magdala, not to depress, not to expose past history, for the precious blood of Christ has covered all, but to magnify the wondrous grace of God that can overcome all of our histories. Let us appreciate the glory of divine mercy. The epistle to the Romans is the glory of divine mercy, the way God has intervened from His own side, the glad tidings of God concerning His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. I trust every one in this room knows the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. 

This woman with flax on her roof showed that she had found a Saviour, she had found in principle the Lord Jesus, she had accepted the righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ (Romans 3: 22). Have you opened your heart to the Lord Jesus? Do you know that your sins can be washed away in His precious blood? That is a blessed thing to know. It says in Hebrews, “By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with the unbelieving, having received the spies in peace”, (Hebrews 11: 31). She accepted the truth of the gospel, accepting God’s righteousness; she had no righteousness of her own, and we have no righteousness of our own, 

but because of faith in Christ God would impute righteousness to us. She came typically into the joy of justification in One raised from among the dead; that is Romans 4: 24, 25. She lived in a city that was under the sentence of death, and if she had remained there, unconverted, she would have perished with the unbelieving. But she did not perish with the unbelieving because she received the spies in peace. Romans 5 is deliverance from the penalty and power of death. Where death reigned, grace has brought in life; where there was the reign of sin and death there is the overabundance of grace to “eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 5: 21). How glorious these things are! It says, “she dwelt in the midst of Israel to this day”, Joshua 6: 25. Now that is what is in view, that we are transferred from a life of sin and a history of sin, transferred into the company of those redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus, to have our part in that wondrous chorus of praise and thanksgiving to Him who loves us and has washed us from our sins. O that we might all come into that! 

Then we come to Ruth. We had a touch on Lord’s day last how divine things are cumulative. 

These persons represent a certain soul progress in divine truth; Rahab perhaps would suggest the initial matter of faith, faith in Christ, and faith in His blood, but then when you come to Ruth you come to the matter of committal. She was a Moabitess, she had no rights to the land but we might say, in the journey from Moab with Naomi, she came through these exercises of Romans 3, 4 and 5, to chapter 6, where a challenge is raised. Chapter 6 raises a challenge—“What then shall we say?” Naomi raises a challenge with Ruth and with Orpah her sister-in-law. Naomi says, I cannot do anything for you, Go back. What would they say? Orpah went away back, but Ruth said, No, I am not going, back, do not intreat me to leave thee. She accepts the sentence of death, she says, “for whither thou goest I will go ... thy people shall be my people ... where thou diest will I die, and there will I be 

buried” (Ruth 1: 16, 17). She accepted in principle the truth of Romans 6, of baptism and death with Christ. Christ was raised by the glory of the Father, so we are to walk in newness of life. In the type Ruth began to walk in newness of life, and it says they came to Bethlehem at the time of the barley harvest. Then she found her way in that walk into the field of Boaz, the mighty man of wealth. What a blessed experience it is to come under the influence of Christ as the mighty Man of wealth, and to yield our members to Him. He calls her “my daughter”, how affectionate of him! In these fields she comes under his service and there is spiritual progress. He says, Stay in the field that is being reaped. What is the field that is being reaped in our time? What the Lord is doing in our day and what the Spirit is doing in our day; that is the field that is being reaped. There have been other fields reaped long before anyone in this room was born. In the history of the recovery there have been notable fields reaped, and from them great harvests. The enemy was against that and there were great conflicts in the testimony on account of such fields. 

I want to refer briefly to two of these great fields and their results. One as to eternal life was just over a hundred years ago. The enemy was quite happy for the saints to understand that they had eternal life as almost a by-product of the gospel; that is if you believe the gospel you have eternal life. That is true enough but what was brought out in the field that was being reaped in that day was that eternal life is in Christ. That aroused great opposition from the enemy; he is happy enough if you hold the truth in terms, but he is not happy if you relate it to a blessed Man, because it magnifies His glory and liberates the saints. The terms of the truth are worthless unless they are related to a blessed living Man, Jesus. It says, This life is in His Son (1 John 5: 11). Now that was a great field that was reaped, and we are still in the harvest of it yet. Then there was another field reaped, just over sixty years ago, 

as to the Person of Christ. It has been widely held that the Lord Jesus was in the relationship of Son to the Father prior to incarnation, but when it was brought out from Scripture that this blessed One, though ever on equality with God, took up the relationship of Son in manhood, the enemy opposed it bitterly. He opposed it because it opened up divine glory as to His deity and His manhood. A divine Person, God manifest in flesh; He came into the condition of manhood, though ever remaining God, and into the relationship of sonship, that you and I appreciate so much today. What a field that was and what gleanings there have been since! 

These truths, and others, were not established without great cost. Those of us who are younger need to value more what has come down to us. Then there is this present field, which would of course include the others, and that is the field I think that Ruth typically was exhorted to stay in. It is the field where the glory of Christ has been expanded, and the glory of the assembly, universally and locally, has been expanded by the power and blessedness of the Holy Spirit’s service. Then the Person of the Spirit Himself that has come out so gloriously and the richness of the service of God. 

This passage that we read in Ruth says, “Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife”. That transaction in the gate of the city is a touching typical reference to the death of the Lord Jesus as securing for Himself what is precious to His heart. 

The Lord Jesus loves the assembly. Ruth represents in one way the assembly, but she also represents an individual believer; it is that really that is in my mind just now, that you and I might appreciate as individuals the way that God has met us and blessed us in Christ, and has brought us into this living character of things. Ruth reached, in type, Romans 7, did she not? 

The beginning of Romans 7 is the new husband, she got a new husband. You follow these typical things through and they teach something as to how we progress in the truth, and this woman reached the new husband. 

Then we come to Mary of Magdala, it says, “out of whom he had cast seven demons”. I do not suppose we know much about demon possession. There is such a thing in the world amongst men, and it is there also in the profession. I was shocked this week to read something as to the General Assembly in Edinburgh. Someone had proposed a motion that the only Saviour for men and women was the Lord Jesus Christ. That was the motion, that the Lord Jesus Christ was the only Saviour for men and women. They put it to the vote and it was rejected! Was that not awful? Such a fundamental truth was rejected by a majority in that system which bears the name of Christ. That opens the door for all kinds of things. I do not say that to attack anyone but we should be sober about these things. Now Mary was no longer possessed by demons, the Lord had cast them out, seven of them, not one but seven. O the wondrous perfect power of Christ to meet the power of the devil in any one! I would think she had found the Deliverer of Romans 7, and had reached Romans 8; she was in the sense of no condemnation, she was free from the law of sin and death. I am not saying that the experience of Romans 7 has anything to do with demons; the awfulness of the flesh is not demon possession; what it is is the awfulness of the flesh, that is what it is. But we need the great Deliverer, as she found Him, and He will be yours and mine as we take up these exercises and work our way through them. This woman was a lover. If Rahab shone in faith, and Ruth shone in committal, I would think Mary of Magdala shone in love. What a lover she was! She was first at the tomb John tells us. She could not live without Jesus. According to John 20 she went away and told the disciples the Lord was not in the tomb and they came and saw that Christ was risen. They went away home but she stayed. Would not Peter and John feel it afterwards that they went home and Mary stayed? She met the Lord, and she got that wondrous message, “go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”, John 20: 17. How He delighted to find 

Mary there! What it would mean to His heart! He says to her, “woman”, what a salutation that was! That was much better than Mary of Magdala. That is the last time we hear of her, although I am certain she would be there at the beginning of Acts in the upper room. It speaks of those there, some were named and others were not named. I think she would be among those that were not named. There were several women in Acts 1: 14; she would be among them I am certain, but then the thought is that, in not being named, she merges into the company. I think that is what it means. 

Now that brings us to Revelation. John, I think, was merging into the company. He was alone on Patmos, but he speaks here and says, “To him who loves us”—think of that. John had never lost his link with the company, so he says, “To him who loves us”. Rahab has a part in this; Ruth has a part in it; Mary of Magdala has a part in it, and I trust every one in this room has part in it to say, “To him who loves us”. Who is it? Jesus, the blessed One, who “has washed us from our sins in his blood, and made us a kingdom”. That is the full line to keep alive. How blessed that is, the wondrous end of divine mercy is the securing of worshippers, persons whose hearts are full, with hearts able to express themselves unitedly in appreciation of the glory of our blessed Saviour. I hope everyone here has their voice in the praise of this glorious Man, the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the One who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in His blood, and “made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father—to him be the glory and the might to the ages of ages. Amen”. The ages of ages is eternity, and there is going to be no end to it. Wondrous mercy has brought us in, you and me, to be priests to His God and Father. Think of Christ’s Father, Christ’s God. What relationships of love we are introduced to. That was the message to Mary—My Father and your Father, My God and your God. Think of being brought into the secret of that! That expression, Christ’s God, takes us back in our thoughts to the cross, 

when all was darkness when He said, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me”, Matthew 27: 46. If divine mercy were to come to you and me it necessitated that cry of anguish from Christ. It necessitated what we speak of reverently and feelingly as the abandonment, when He was alone on that cross in all that darkness, in all that distance, in view of you and me being brought into the line of life and the knowledge of His God. He has made us a kingdom, priests to His God and Father. Then it says, “to him be the glory and the might to the ages of ages. Amen”. Surely every heart would say, Amen. 
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Scripture references

Joshua 6:25 (JND) [25] And Joshua saved alive Rahab the harlot, and her father's household, and all that she had, and she dwelt in the midst of Israel to this day; because she hid the messengers whom Joshua had sent to spy out Jericho.

Ruth 4:10 (JND) [10] moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off from among his brethren and from the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this day.

2 Samuel 8:1-2 (JND) [1] And after this it came to pass that David smote the Philistines, and subdued them; and David took the power of the capital out of the hand of the Philistines. [2] And he smote the Moabites, and measured them with a line, making them lie down on the ground; and he measured two lines to put to death, and one full line to keep alive. And the Moabites became David's servants, [and] brought gifts.

Mark 16:9 (JND) [9] Now when he had risen very early, the first [day] of the week, he appeared first to Mary of Magdala, out of whom he had cast seven demons.

Revelation 1:5 (JND) [5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood,

Revelation 3:1 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.

Revelation 3:1 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.

2 Samuel 8 (JND) [1] And after this it came to pass that David smote the Philistines, and subdued them; and David took the power of the capital out of the hand of the Philistines. [2] And he smote the Moabites, and measured them with a line, making them lie down on the ground; and he measured two lines to put to death, and one full line to keep alive. And the Moabites became David's servants, [and] brought gifts. [3] And David smote Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to recover his dominion by the river Euphrates. …

2 Samuel 2:4 (JND) [4] And the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah. And they told David, saying, It is the men of Jabesh-Gilead that have buried Saul.

2 Samuel 5:5 (JND) [5] In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months; and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years over all Israel and Judah.

2 Samuel 5:1 (JND) [1] Then came all the tribes of Israel to David to Hebron, and spoke, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh.

Colossians 2:13-14 (JND) [13] And you, being dead in offences and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, he has quickened together with him, having forgiven us all the offences; [14] having effaced the handwriting in ordinances which [stood out] against us, which was contrary to us, he has taken it also out of the way, having nailed it to the cross;

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Deuteronomy 23 (JND) [1] He that is a eunuch, whether he have been crushed or cut, shall not come into the congregation of Jehovah. [2] A bastard shall not come into the congregation of Jehovah; even his tenth generation shall not come into the congregation of Jehovah. [3] An Ammonite or Moabite shall not come into the congregation of Jehovah; even their tenth generation shall not come into the congregation of Jehovah for ever; …

Deuteronomy 23:3 (JND) [3] An Ammonite or Moabite shall not come into the congregation of Jehovah; even their tenth generation shall not come into the congregation of Jehovah for ever;

1 Timothy 1:13 (JND) [13] who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing [man]: but mercy was shewn me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief.

Mark 14:3 (JND) [3] And when he was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he lay at table, there came a woman having an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head.

Hebrews 11:31 (JND) [31] By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with the unbelieving, having received the spies in peace.

Romans 3:22 (JND) [22] righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe: for there is no difference;

Hebrews 11:31 (JND) [31] By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with the unbelieving, having received the spies in peace.

Romans 4:24-25 (JND) [24] but on ours also, to whom, believing on him who has raised from among [the] dead Jesus our Lord, [25] who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification, it will be reckoned.

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Romans 5:21 (JND) [21] in order that, even as sin has reigned in [the power of] death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Joshua 6:25 (JND) [25] And Joshua saved alive Rahab the harlot, and her father's household, and all that she had, and she dwelt in the midst of Israel to this day; because she hid the messengers whom Joshua had sent to spy out Jericho.

Romans 3 (JND) [1] What then [is] the superiority of the Jew? or what the profit of circumcision? [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God. [3] For what? if some have not believed, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? …

Romans 4 (JND) [1] What shall we say then that Abraham our father according to flesh has found? [2] For if Abraham has been justified on the principle of works, he has whereof to boast: but not before God; [3] for what does the scripture say? And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. …

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Ruth 1:16-17 (JND) [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; [17] where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee!

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

1 John 5:11 (JND) [11] And this is the witness, that God has given to us eternal life; and this life is in his Son.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Acts 1:14 (JND) [14] These gave themselves all with one accord to continual prayer, with [several] women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?



THE GLORY OF THE LORD

Peter Buchan * 

John 1: 47–51; 6: 62, 63; 18: 4–9 

I have in mind to speak of the glory of the Lord, and of the wonderful system of glory of which He is the centre. He is the glorious centre of what is for God. What a thought for us, to be engaged with the glory of the Lord! I do not know a greater occupation. This gospel writer, the apostle John, brings the Lord’s glory before us in a wonderful way. He begins with His personal glory, His deity, the Person of Jesus, who He is. He is the Word, “In the beginning was the Word”, John 1: 1. Let us dwell upon the greatness of Christ; that is what is before us, His infinite greatness. It becomes a question of whether we really believe it. That is why John’s gospel was written. He tells us of the signs Jesus did, “but these are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye 

* Departed to be with Christ, 28 March 1993 

might have life in his name”, John 20: 31. There is no life elsewhere. 

There is a system Hof glory to which we can become contributors. What wonderful grace that such as you and I should become contributors to this wonderful system of glory, for it involves the saints! That is why they are so wonderful in His sight. In the last scripture we read He went forward to meet the great power of the enemy, the power of death. Let us look upon the matchless glory of the One who stood there and said, “I am he”. It says that they went away backward and fell to the ground. The enemy’s power was there. The Lord says, 

“this is your hour and the power of darkness”. Luke 22: 53. Think of the powers of darkness marshalled against the Son of God. Could they match His power? They could never match it! 

Then He says, “I told you that I am he—if therefore ye seek me, let these go away”. The disciples were so precious, and we are so precious, to His heart, that He was prepared to go that way on our account, to establish in His death a whole order of things in which we have part with Him and in relation to Him. That is the system of glory. 

In this first chapter we have the reference to the heaven opened. Nathanael hears Philip, saying, “We have found him of whom Moses wrote in the law, and the prophets, Jesus, the son of Joseph, who is from Nazareth” (John 1: 45). Nathanael says, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Nazareth was despised and of no account. Philip says, “Come and see”. Jesus saw Nathanael coming. He knew all about him. He knew every detail of that man from the beginning; He saw him under the fig-tree. Nathanael says, “Whence knowest thou me?” He knows every one of us. There is not one in this room that He does not know absolutely. He knows you in every detail; He knows your thoughts; He watches you all the way, with tender care. If only you knew the infinite love and care which is expended on each one of us! There is not a problem you have which 

He is not able to resolve. That is the greatness of Christ. 

So here is Nathanael coming to Him, saying, ‘How do You know me?’ Jesus says, “Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee”. Just think what was in this man’s soul when he answered, “Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou art the King of Israel”. The greatness of Christ was before his heart. Let His greatness shine before our hearts so that we are attracted and drawn into this glorious system. It is by the glory of the Lord. 

Then He says, “Thou shalt see greater things than these ... Henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man”. You might ask, 

‘How do they ascend first?’ ‘The angels begin there, where Jesus is. He is equal to being up there because He is indigenous to heaven, He is native to heaven. That is the Son of man according to John’s gospel, a Man of a heavenly order. He is equal to being there. He is spoken of as ascending up there too, as our second scripture points out. 

The word was hard. Many people cannot take it in. Many of the disciples in John 6 said, 

“This word is hard; who can hear it? “(John 6: 60). Then He says, “Does this offend you? If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before? It is the Spirit which quickens, the flesh profits nothing”. He has a right to ascend. It is His own right because of who He is. He can ascend, but He can also descend. Oh, beloved, think of the descent! Who can tell it? I feel that I am in the presence of great things, and am speaking of glory of the highest order. This is the glory of the Son of man, and the glory of the Son of God. How great it is! He can go up, but think of the descent. Do you know that there is a vessel that will descend too? John, in his writings, brings into view the glory of the heavenly city. He says, “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 

the sea exists no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming sown out of the heaven from God”, Revelation 21: 1, 2. It is a glorious descent. It is not falling down. The Lord speaks of Satan falling out of heaven (Luke 10: 18), but this is something else; this vessel is coming down in heavenly dignity. There is dignity attaching to the great system of glory, and there is a blessed Man who is the centre of it all. Let our hearts be directed to Christ tonight! 

I would like to refer briefly to chapter 18. The Lord is going forward. It says that He went forth. It is beautiful to watch Jesus going forward there. Think of the dignity and glory of these, movements. He went forth to meet the foe. We often sing— 

‘To stand between them and the foe, 

And lay down His life in their stead!’ (Hymn 103) 

That is what He did. He stood between us and the foe. It says, “if therefore ye seek me, let these go away; that the word might be fulfilled, which he spoke, As to those whom thou hast given me, I have not lost one of them”. As believers, we are in safe hands. We are absolutely safe. He went into death to secure us, to make us His own. We belong to Himself and are part of a wonderful system. Let our walk and ways here be in consistency with what He has won for us at infinite cost. 

May the glory of Christ and His matchless love freshly stir our hearts in attachment to Himself. I like that reference to the Spirit, “It is the Spirit which quickens”. He is a divine Person here, He has the right to quicken, and He does quicken. I believe He is quickening hearts in this very room tonight. He is quickening them in affection for Christ. May it be so. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth, 22 September 1992 

EXTRACTS 

A Plant of the Lord 

You are a plant of the Lord, set by Him in His plantation on earth, to have a certain leaf, and blossom, and fruit. He knows where He has set you, and He takes into account all the adverse influences which bear on you. He puts the plant where it can best show forth the beauty He has given it. He knows the amount of frost, and wind, and sun which suits it. As the plant of the Lord you are an exotic, and there is no other plant like you. I think it is a great thing to be assured that I am not only a peculiar plant, but that I am placed in a peculiar spot, and that if I do not express the virtues and qualities of the exotic there, that I should do so less in any other circumstances. The Lord knows the only spot in His plantation where you can or could grow according to His intention. Whatever our circumstances may be, dark or bright, they are really the most favourable and the most adapted for growth, and this is an immense comfort. 

J. B. Stoney 

We are often inclined to think that the chastening is doing us no good, and that it is more a hindrance than a help. Beloved brethren, let us remember that a Master Hand has ordered those exercises for us, and deep eternal love is behind them all. How blessed to be able to look upon every trial and difficulty, upon every pressure and cause of exercise, as an express token of the Lord’s love! We feel it to be “not joyous, but grievous”; it is a very real check upon us—it would not profit us if it were not; but we know the love that is behind it and this is enough. 

C. A. Coates (‘The Paths of Life’, p.37) 
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Scripture references

John 1:47-51 (JND) [47] Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and says of him, Behold [one] truly an Israelite, in whom there is no guile. [48] Nathanael says to him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said to him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee. [49] Nathanael answered and said to him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou art the King of Israel. [50] Jesus answered and said to him, Because I said to thee, I saw thee under the fig-tree, believest thou? Thou shalt see greater things than these. [51] And he says to him, Verily, verily, I say to you, Henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man.

John 6:62-63 (JND) [62] If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before? [63] It is the Spirit which quickens, the flesh profits nothing: the words which I have spoken unto you are spirit and are life.

John 18:4-9 (JND) [4] Jesus therefore, knowing all things that were coming upon him, went forth and said to them, Whom seek ye? [5] They answered him, Jesus the Nazaraean. Jesus says to them, I am [he]. And Judas also, who delivered him up, stood with them. [6] When therefore he said to them, I am [he], they went away backward and fell to the ground. [7] He demanded of them therefore again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus the Nazaraean. [8] Jesus answered, I told you that I am [he]: if therefore ye seek me, let these go away; [9] that the word might be fulfilled which he spoke, [As to] those whom thou hast given me, I have not lost one of them.

John 1:1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 20:31 (JND) [31] but these are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life in his name.

Luke 22:53 (JND) [53] When I was day by day with you in the temple ye did not stretch out your hands against me; but this is your hour and the power of darkness.

John 1:45 (JND) [45] Philip finds Nathanael, and says to him, We have found him of whom Moses wrote in the law, and the prophets, Jesus, the son of Joseph, who is from Nazareth.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6:60 (JND) [60] Many therefore of his disciples having heard [it] said, This word is hard; who can hear it?

Revelation 21:1-2 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

Luke 10:18 (JND) [18] And he said to them, I beheld Satan as lightning falling out of heaven.
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