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“KNOWING THE TIME”

B. M. Deck 

Romans 13: 11–14; Revelation 1: 3; 22: 10–13 

These words, dear brethren, “knowing the time”, may be common enough as we use them ordinarily, but in the mind of this beloved writer a good deal would be involved. It says, “It is already time that we should be aroused out of sleep”. The position publicly generally is that all ten virgins slept. When the cry came, “Behold, the bridegroom” (Matthew 25: 6), they were awakened to the glory of the Person who was coming. We in our generation are exceedingly favoured. We might say that there has never been a generation of faith more favoured than ourselves. By that I mean every Christian; we can only speak on behalf of the whole assembly; we are just a very few relatively. It has never been more important that we should be intelligent as to the time. 

There were those under David who had an understanding of the times (see 1 Chronicles 12: 32). How they got it would be a question. How we get it would also be a question. They knew what Israel ought to do—not that they would be going around telling persons what to do. I do not think they would be doing that, but it does add, “All their brethren were at their bidding”. 

Oh how wonderful to have such a subject state in the local meeting that would immediately answer to leadership, intelligent leadership that gives us to know where we are and why we are there. 

Paul is writing this and he says, “The night is far spent, and the day is near”. He gives certain warnings, not by way of commandment (not that we would weaken commandment; far be the thought). Three times he says, “Let us ...”. It is on the line of exhortation. Can we not stimulate one another, quicken one another? Indeed our gatherings would be occasions for sharpening one another, as the proverb says (see Proverbs 27: 17). We need to do that, dear brethren, and to get caught up in the urgency of the brevity of the time left. 

We speak a good deal of the coming of the Lord, indeed Christians everywhere are speaking of the Lord’s coming and we would not disregard that, far from it. My feeling is that as we are truly convicted as to the imminence of the rapture our whole course and how we comport ourselves would be changed. Brethren, we are on the very eve of eternal conditions, spiritual conditions—a change. The next great matter to take place is the waking of the sleeping saints. 

Then we shall be changed. The Spirit will change these very bodies into bodies of glory like Christ’s—that will be immediate—in the twinkling of an eye. I think Paul would bring home the urgency of the time we are in so that we comport, ourselves becomingly, and stimulate and quicken one another in the holy expectation of seeing the Lord. 

We know very well how that cry, “Behold, the bridegroom”, quickened the beloved saints at the beginning of this remarkable time of recovery, but as we review it we have to hang our heads and humble ourselves! How the times that have passed over us have searched us out. 

However, we are not to be discouraged by that. We are to learn the lessons of the way humbly, repentingly, and quicken one another in view of the final moments of the testimony ere we hear that assembling shout. The whole assembly will be together then as it was at the beginning, “All together in one place”, Acts 2: 1. That will not be again until the Lord comes. O, beloved, I think the writer here is gathering us up. This paragraph I have read is like something additional to what he has said before. What he said before was, “Love therefore is the whole law” (Romans 13: 10); not just the ten words, not that we would weaken that. All the ten commandments taught us was that we could not keep them; but Jesus did, and made it honourable (see Isaiah 42: 21). 

Where therefore is the practical working out of things amongst ourselves if it is not in “love amongst yourselves” (John 13: 35)? I have a feeling that as the time gets nearer, and it is very, very near, we will learn a little more, through the experience of eternal life, of what love amongst ourselves really means. I think we learn what the assembly is as we experience it—not just from books (not that we would in any way weaken the value of books)—but it is formation in the divine nature, beloved brethren, that gives us the experience of what it is that the time is near. Here it is not, as we get elsewhere, that “The Lord is near”, Philippians 4: 5. 

Of course, that is always true; how we need to look for Him! At the Supper and at all our assembly occasions we need to get some glimpse of the glory of the Lord. Let us look for Him now! As we are sensitively together, each indwelt by the same Spirit, what bonds, what affinities, we enjoy together and the Lord manifests Himself, makes Himself known to us. He would give us some sense of urgency. 

So I thought of John because he gives us the soundings; he helps us to locate things. It is very important to take soundings. We need to know where we are and why we are there, and to be intelligently in the present position of testimony. So he says in Revelation 1, “For the time is near”. 

The prophecy will be unfolded—“Blessed is he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time is near”. There is no question, the great matter of prophecy will open up afresh when the church is gone. In this remarkable time of the Spirit, the longest of the dispensations, God is working out His prime thoughts as to the assembly as the mystery. Let us be intelligent about it and be with Him about it and keep the words of the prophecy. Why? Because the time is near! 

Now I read at the end of the book because the same words are used, “The time is near”. Now this brings out what is exceedingly solemn, yet exceedingly precious. In a way it is like a prophetic view of the whole public profession of Christendom in which, alas, in some settings, things are becoming fixed, judicially fixed. Dreadful clouds of apostasy are gathering so rapidly, beloved, and we need to be solemnised by it, sobered by it. Not that we would venture to fix things, we would not want to do that; but God does it—“and let the filthy make himself filthy still”. How solemn! We would not do that! Our business is the gospel, the glad tidings. In some sense there is an increase at the end of the book to 

“whosoever will” (see Revelation 22: 17 A.V.). Let us maintain that spirit but along with it recognise that God’s judicial government is proceeding unerringly. In the midst of the public departure and the going back, which is in character apostate, there is something precious “He that is, holy, let him be sanctified still”. Oh, let us value it!—“Holiness, without which no one shall see the Lord” (see Hebrews 12: 14). To think that it is possible, in the midst of the general departure, for a circle of the lovers of Christ, the lovers of God, to be a sanctified company. That means that each one of us needs to 

maintain holiness, to keep our bodies right. How important it is, especially for our younger brethren, and for all of us, to keep our bodies right, keep our minds right, keep our households right; and we are to pursue righteousness. That means, simply, doing what is right. 

“He that is holy, let him be sanctified still”, then immediately the Lord says, “I come quickly”. What does He come to? A sanctified company. It is the greatest comfort, amidst the departure (You have a goodly number here; thank God for it; many of us have to work things out in small numbers), that the Lord comes to where love is. I am assured that His testimony will be maintained to the end in those that love Him. “I come quickly, and my reward with me to render to every one ...” Then He says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega”—the whole shining out of the mind of God in the Person of Jesus. These are the words of Jesus. It is remarkable that it is the angel that begins to speak and somewhere in these verses the Lord takes over. How He loves to do that! There is a certain mystery about it. I think it would help us, dear brethren, to be sensitive in a meeting where the Lord takes over. Only He could say, 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end”. Everything is bound up in the glorious Person of Jesus the One whom we love. May He help us to be sensitive—“The time is near”. Beloved brethren, let the urgency of it affect us, that we may comport ourselves becomingly until He comes. Amen. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
12 April 1988 

 


Scripture references

Romans 13:11-14 (JND) [11] This also, knowing the time, that it is already time that *we* should be aroused out of sleep; for now [is] our salvation nearer than when we believed. [12] The night is far spent, and the day is near; let us cast away therefore the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. [13] As in the day, let us walk becomingly; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and lasciviousness, not in strife and emulation. [14] But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not take forethought for the flesh to [fulfil its] lusts.

Revelation 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near.

Revelation 22:10-13 (JND) [10] And he says to me, Seal not the words of the prophecy of this book. The time is near. [11] Let him that does unrighteously do unrighteously still; and let the filthy make himself filthy still; and let him that is righteous practise righteousness still; and he that is holy, let him be sanctified still. [12] Behold, I come quickly, and my reward with me, to render to every one as his work shall be. [13] *I* [am] the Alpha and the Omega, [the] first and [the] last, the beginning and the end.

Matthew 25:6 (JND) [6] But in [the] middle of [the] night there was a cry, Behold, the bridegroom; go forth to meet him.

1 Chronicles 12:32 (JND) [32] And of the children of Issachar, who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do, the heads of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their bidding.

Proverbs 27:17 (JND) [17] Iron is sharpened by iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.

Acts 2:1 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place.

Romans 13:10 (JND) [10] Love works no ill to its neighbour; love therefore [is the] whole law.

Isaiah 42:21 (JND) [21] Jehovah had delight [in him] for his righteousness' sake: he hath magnified the law, and made it honourable.

John 13:35 (JND) [35] By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves.

Philippians 4:5 (JND) [5] Let your gentleness be known of all men. The Lord [is] near.

Revelation 1 (JND) [1] Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified [it], sending by his angel, to his bondman John, [2] who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near. …

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

Hebrews 12:14 (JND) [14] Pursue peace with all, and holiness, without which no one shall see the Lord:



CHRIST’S LONGINGS

J. N. Grace 

John 4: 7–16; Philippians 1: 8; 2: 26, 27; 1 Chronicles 11: 15–18 

There is one thing I would like to do, beloved brethren, and that is to provoke in our hearts an increased longing for Christ. What a wonderful Saviour we have! He understands us so perfectly. How little we understand Him, but He understands us because He is a real Man. 

How little one realizes the perfection of the manhood of Jesus. All that God purposed in relation to man is found perfectly in Him. Everything the human heart is capable of in right feelings came to light in Jesus, and therefore He knows our hearts and knows our longings too, the secret longings that nobody else knows. He not only knows them but there is in Jesus the answer to them. So we have read in this gospel of John that deals with the greatness of the Person of Christ, who He is. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”. Think of Him—that is Jesus our Saviour. John’s gospel, maybe more than the others, expresses His feelings and affections. It speaks of Jesus loving certain persons; it speaks of Jesus weeping. It speaks of Him being deeply moved in spirit. Oh the wonder of the manhood of Jesus! 

But then He had longings too, the Saviour had longings. Here He is in chapter 4 expressing those longings and He says—“Give me to drink”. Think of that—to a poor sinner at the well. 

The Lord was wearied with His journey and He sat on the well. Along comes this woman and the Lord says, “Give me to drink”. That is no passing 

expression in this gospel; the Lord says on the cross, “I thirst”. Think of Him having unsatisfied longings in His heart—the Creator come into manhood and expressing an unsatisfied longing to the creature He had made. There He was at the well and He says to this woman, “Give me to drink”. Have you ever thought that the Lord had a longing which you could satisfy? Now how could this woman, a sinner, a woman of Samaria, a woman with a corrupt life—how could she satisfy the longings of the heart of Jesus? This is the wonder of the gospel really. Jesus can approach a woman like that and say, “Give me to drink”—He could bring all that was needed into that woman’s heart so that her history should be met, and instead of being a vessel that drank of the waters of this world, so unsatisfying in their corrupt springs, she could be brought to be a worshipper, one in whom was a fountain of living water. 

What our Saviour can do! 

We should not give up anyone as to what the Lord can do at any time, and you will not either if you realize what He has done for you, what He has done in your soul and in your history. 

Oh how we need to come to realize our need of a Saviour! That is something that continues with us until the end. And this Saviour that we have come to know is the only One that can meet our need and satisfy our longings. I do not think there is anyone in this room but would say they have broken down completely in every responsibility that they have come into in regard to this life. Just look around upon the world and see the corruption that is there. Well, that is in your own heart. It may not be seen publicly but the seeds of it are there anyway because the flesh, under the bite of the serpent, is no different in any one of us. Therefore it needed the Son of God to deal with these things. How ready He is to do it. How reluctant we are to face our histories. I do not 

think there is anyone here who could not honestly say that we do not like having to face our histories. And yet the One who has come so near to us would give us that confidence, to draw us out in His own winning way so that we are prepared for a complete exposure not only of what we have done but what we are. He only had to say to her, “Go, call thy husband, and come here”, and it exposed to this woman her whole history. 

How simple the gospel is, is it not? You say, This is not the preaching. Oh yes, it is! Every time you stand up and speak of Jesus it is a preaching. That is the word that God has given us in these days; in the midst of all the breakdown Paul writes to Timothy and says, ‘Look, if everybody else goes wrong, Timothy, you keep right. Preach the word!’ I think that is a responsibility that lies on us. We go on with the truth of the assembly in our hearts and in our practice. Even if there are only two or three of us in a locality we can work out the truth of the assembly together. And then we are also thinking of others the way God is thinking. God has taken us up that we may rightly represent Him. Now that is the teaching of Romans, that the man who has misrepresented God in this scene, guilty of all sorts of things, in the power of the gospel and in virtue of the redemptive work of Christ and the gift of the Spirit is set up here, in the very place where he has failed, to represent God. Now that is the result of the gospel. So Paul says to Timothy, You preach the word. Of course you cannot preach the word if you are not right yourself, but there is power to enable us to represent God rightly in the very place where we have failed. Thank God for that! I would not be here tonight if that were not so. 

And so this woman draws near with a longing 

in her heart and says, “The well is deep”. How deeply she had drunk of that well! The Lord said to her, “Thou hast had five husbands and he whom now thou hast is not thy husband”. 

She was still unsatisfied and she was before the Lord Jesus with longings in her heart, in the presence of the One who said, “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him”. Oh, He can satisfy the desire of every living soul and He wants to satisfy our longings tonight. You say, We are all converted. 

I am not saying we are not. I am just saying we are in the presence of One that can satisfy every longing today. And that will continue throughout our history here—He is still the same. 

Beloved brethren, we need a Saviour always while we are here. Things may change around us but they will change for the worse. How rapid is the declension of things morally, every moral standard being swept away, not only by some who profess Christianity, but even by governments in the western nations. The whole moral fabric is being weakened and government is condoning what is wicked in the sight of God and what has been condemned by the life of Jesus. 

The divine standard is the life of Jesus, and God’s intention is to bring us around to that. If nothing else condemns you then just measure yourself up against the life of Jesus. “All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”, which is Jesus. So the Lord says to this woman, 

“If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water”. Forgiveness of sins is available, and He gives the gift of the Holy Spirit, and in those two things we have all that is needed at this present time to go right through in the testimony to the end. Oh, come to know Jesus! that is really the crux of 

everything—the knowledge of Jesus, Christ Jesus our Lord. And this woman is turned into a worshipper. The Lord promotes certain longings in her heart, a different kind of longings, and that is what He does—He meets us in our sins and puts a fresh longing in our souls to know God as He has come within our range. He is always doing that. You come into a meeting feeling a bit dissatisfied, maybe after a bad day, and you go out of the meeting feeling different because you have been in the presence of Christ who knows every one of us and just what we need. It is a fine thing to go out of a meeting satisfied that you have had to do with Christ. Now that is the way the Lord acts. That is the way He acted with this woman. John’s gospel is like that. A little later on it says, as to persons that come to Christ, “Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water”—instead of the need there is something flowing out that meets the needs of others. 

The women in John’s gospel are very interesting. They come to represent the assembly, and that is a fine thing that there is something in this scene that represents the assembly for the heart of Christ. Persons that have been under the domination of sin, persons that have failed in every responsible avenue of their lives, the Lord Jesus can take them on and meet it all and turn them into worshippers, and then the surprising thing is that we come to find that God has a longing. We think of our side and our longings but the Lord says, “The Father seeks … 

worshippers”. That is the God we have. We are thinking all the time of ourselves, but God is thinking of us in blessing. He says, ‘I want something for My heart’. And the fact that He can take up a poor sinner and turn him into a worshipper shows the God we have, made known in Jesus. We sang about that life of suffering and the depth of woe 

to which our Saviour went. So what a gospel John’s is, showing how He can satisfy every heart and turn them into worshippers, turn them into enthusiastic believers. And so John says that if all the things that Jesus did were written, the world itself would not contain the books. 

Do you feel like that when you look into the things of Christ and get a touch from Christ in glory—that the world itself is not great enough to contain what could be written about Him? 

I read in Philippians because Paul is writing to a company of believers in a city where he had been put in the gaol and smitten with stripes and treated roughly and harshly. Why? Because he was preaching the gospel. Do you think such times are over? I do not think so. We are so confined in our thoughts and our knowledge of things. How little we know of what is going on in this world in respect of the testimony of our Lord. I think down the centuries there has always been some representation of the sufferings of Christ in His people. There are persons today who are not available to us but they are available to the Lord, and they are going through sufferings. We ought to think of them. They are going through sufferings for the name of Christ. Maybe we cannot walk with them, perhaps they are out of our range geographically, but under the eye of God I think the life of Jesus is being portrayed every day in the lives of His people. Well, that is what happened at Philippi. Paul had come into this city and was portraying the life of Christ, and the devil wanted to obliterate it. He would do that today if he could. He is not working quite that way publicly in the western nations, where the Spirit of God has operated in the recovery, and is still working. But the devil is still working and there are places under the eye of God where Christians are suffering physically because of the 

name of Jesus. Let us not forget that, and let us remember in our prayers that God is thinking of all men. 

What is available to us is the area where the Spirit of God is working, particularly in the recovery, and what we need today is to take on another kind of suffering, particularly in the area in which we are. We know some of these sufferings in those near and dear to us. But let us think of all our brethren in relation to the sufferings of the Christ—bereavements, husbands being parted from wives, children from parents—and the devil will not let up. He thought he had obliterated the whole testimony as to the assembly in this area, but he could not. He was up against a stronger than he and God in His mercy brought about just a little revival in a few; let us value it, dear brethren, let there be no compromise with us. Let us go on in the truth and maintain it at this time and work it out in our affections with one another. 

“By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves”, John 13: 35. That is collective—that is what the Lord is looking for. 

That is what was found at Philippi in a suffering company and Paul speaks about it and he also speaks of the gospel. There was something in the assembly at Philippi which represented the best for Christ. The pearl which the Lord had looked for and paid everything for was represented in the Gentile assembly at Philippi, and Paul says, “I long after you”. Paul at this point, I think, represents the longings of Christ in regard to the best in a feeling way in regard to the assembly. Philippians sets out the feelings of the apostle as no other epistle does, as if he was always free to let his feelings go in regard to those beloved brethren at Philippi, in relation to the defence of the glad tidings and the working out of the choicest things Scripture unfolds. And that is where the unfolding of divine thoughts will come, where affections towards one another are so free because of love for Christ. I suppose there is not a setting in Scripture like Philippians 2 where there is this wonderful unfolding of the way the Lord came in a bondman’s form and went on in obedience even unto death, and that the death of the cross. He went to the extremity of things, and Paul was prepared to go the way of suffering. 

So he binds the hearts of the brethren together and says, What I have been through in relation to you has made me love you all the more and I long to see you. Well, I think that is what the Lord is promoting, not only here but universally, that we long to see one another. Paul uses some wonderful language as he speaks of the things that are “more excellent” and he says, “God is my witness how long after you all in the bowels of Christ Jesus”. That is a very touching expression, is it not? as if all the inwards of Paul’s affections stood in relation to those brethren at Philippi. Can we translate that into what is current today when the whole breakdown is around us and with us? Can we carry affections like that in our hearts for the saints in Auckland, shall we say, that we long after them in the bowels of Christ Jesus? What a fine standard of affection that is, expressed in the longings of a heart that appreciated the sufferings of Christ—because that is how all came about. 

Then Paul speaks of one of them. He says he sent to them Epaphroditus “my brother and fellow-workman and fellow-soldier, but your messenger and minister to my need”. They had ministered to Paul and he is telling them how he appreciated it. He uses simple language that finds its expression in longings and affections going out to these 

brethren at Philippi as he says to Epaphroditus, “He had a longing desire after you all, and was distressed because ye had heard that he was sick”. This is the pearl, this is the assembly. 

We want to translate these things, dear brethren, into actualities as to those we do know. Just a few maybe, but we value those we know who are walking in the light of the assembly and desiring to express it in the power of the Spirit. Paul speaks in this very epistle of “the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ”. That is the only way we will get through. The supply lines are still open, the resources are still here in the power of the Spirit. And that is how Paul found an entrance into Europe by way of this suffering assembly and by expressing the Spirit of Jesus Christ. In the day we are in, dear brethren, we have nothing official whatever in relation to what belongs to the assembly. We cannot claim a thing. We wish to be the thing, but we cannot claim it, yet it is open to us all. 

So I read the passage in Chronicles. David was in rejection in the cave of Adullam, corresponding with the present time. Three of these men went down to the cave of Adullam. 

How near they were to David! Beloved brother and sister, how near are you to the heart of Christ to know His longings today? That would be a challenge, would it not, to all of us—to keep near to Christ, to know what longings fill His heart, and whether we are prepared to do anything to meet them? David longed and said, “Oh that one would give me to drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate!” And they broke through. Is there one mighty man here today? Well, it may be, but here we have three, and I think it has a connection with what is collective. “Where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them”, Matthew 18: 20. 

I think if there are two or three in a locality who are thinking of the longings of Christ, then they will break through all the Philistine line of things that has grown up over the centuries—

the traditional line of things—they will break through in the power of the light of the recovery and they will satisfy the longings of Christ. 

So let us carry on, dear brethren, in outward weakness, maybe two or three in a locality, but sufficient to work out something in connection with the assembly. What if it is very small, if it meets the longings of the heart of Christ? And that is the thing, is it not? And the gate of Bethlehem? It means that David was going back to his youth, to the youthful freshness that marked him at Bethlehem where he was born. You find that in Psalm 132. What was David thinking of then? Was he thinking of himself in his afflictions? He was thinking for God. He says, “Remember for David all his affliction; How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob—I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; I will not give sleep to mine eyes, slumber to mine eyelids, Until I find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob”. And then he says, “Behold, we heard of it at Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood”—that was Bethlehem. David is going back right to his youth to say how he had longed for the things of God. He longed for a place for the ark. He said, “Arise, Jehovah, into thy rest”. Oh, can we forget our suffering, can we forget our limitations, and put all our energies into finding a place for the ark, so that in our localities we are going to see that something of the assembly comes into view so that Christ can have a resting place? It is the ark of God involving all God’s best thoughts as they centre in the ark, and it should find a place collectively just where we are set. 

That was David, and do you know what David represents in Scripture? He represents the very best in personality. It says that all Israel loved David. In other words, all the saints love Christ. What it would be in every one of our localities if we came around to that, that all our afflictions might pale into insignificance when it is a question of finding something in which Christ will find His rest in the centre of His own. What a triumphant composition Psalm 132 

is! Read it at your leisure. Then we have David’s longings in the cave of Adullam for a drink of the water of Bethlehem. Well, may they be answered to, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Auckland
4 June 1988 

 


Scripture references

John 4:7-16 (JND) [7] A woman comes out of Samaria to draw water. Jesus says to her, Give me to drink [8] (for his disciples had gone away into the city that they might buy provisions). [9] The Samaritan woman therefore says to him, How dost thou, being a Jew, ask to drink of me who am a Samaritan woman? for Jews have no intercourse with Samaritans. [10] Jesus answered and said to her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. [11] The woman says to him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: whence then hast thou the living water? [12] Art thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself, and his sons, and his cattle? [13] Jesus answered and said to her, Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life. [15] The woman says to him, Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw. [16] Jesus says to her, Go, call thy husband, and come here.

Philippians 1:8 (JND) [8] For God is my witness how I long after you all in [the] bowels of Christ Jesus.

Philippians 2:26-27 (JND) [26] since he had a longing desire after you all, and was distressed because ye had heard that he was sick; [27] for he was also sick close to death, but God had mercy on him, and not indeed on him alone, but also on me, that I might not have sorrow upon sorrow.

1 Chronicles 11:15-18 (JND) [15] And three of the thirty chiefs went down to the rock to David, to the cave of Adullam, when the army of the Philistines was encamped in the valley of Rephaim. [16] And David was then in the stronghold; and the Philistines' garrison was then at Bethlehem. [17] And David longed, and said, Oh that one would give me to drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate! [18] And the three broke through the camp of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate, and took it, and brought it to David; David however would not drink of it, but poured it out to Jehovah.

John 13:35 (JND) [35] By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves.

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Matthew 18:20 (JND) [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

Psalms 132 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; …

Psalms 132 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; …



GOD’S HOUSE AND THE GATE OF HEAVEN

M.P. 

Genesis 28: 16, 17; 35: 1 (to “dwell there”) 

How wonderful, beloved brethren, is the desire of our God that we should be in His company, in nearness to Him. That we should live with Him is the end of all His ways. We read of it in Revelation 21, the tabernacle of God with men. That is what God has before Him. God finally had His way with Jacob. He brought him to what corresponded with His own thoughts. To begin with, Jacob was not equal to these thoughts; he did not value them enough. But his eyes were opened. He recognised that the place of which God spoke to him was God’s house but he did not yet have the desire to live there. He said, “How dreadful is this place!” 

This remark of Jacob’s relates to what we read in Revelation. He continues to speak of the house of God and the gate of heaven. John had two visions in the Revelation in relation to which it is said that he was “in the Spirit”. Firstly, we read that he was on the isle of Patmos and “became in the Spirit on the Lord’s day” and he saw the Son of man among the seven assemblies. I would say that he was in the house of God. The house of God is on the earth; it is the assembly. John receives instruction from the Lord with reference to the house of God in the seven addresses to the assemblies. At the second occasion we read of the door of heaven (Revelation 4: 1) and that connects with Jacob. Here is the gate of heaven. It should speak to our hearts, beloved brethren, that the house of God is the gate of heaven. Through the assembly we learn to understand and enjoy heavenly things. It is wonderful that at this time these things remain to us. In spite of the decline of things publicly the same privileges are preserved to us. It is possible for us to come in by this heavenly door and enjoy the nearness of our God. Jacob did not yet have this desire. But God continued His ways with him and finally brought him in. We can all remember the time when we still did not have the desire to be in the presence of God. 

In the second scripture in Genesis it says, “Arise, go up to Bethel” (that is, the house of God) 

“and dwell there”. That is very important for us; we should dwell in the house of God. The door is wide open for us. We have entrance into the heavenly area, even to the Father, through Christ and by the Holy Spirit. We can perhaps say that Christ is the door by which we enter in 

and the Spirit is the power which helps us. We have both. The man in Acts 3 sat at the gate. 

His feet were not strong, therefore he could not enter in. He received wonderful healing and his feet and ankles were made strong. He could go into the temple walking, and leaping, and praising God. What a picture is this for us, beloved brethren. We should be like him and have our dwelling in the house of God. What a sphere it is! 

May the Lord give us this grace, that we value it so much that we desire to live in the house of God and to enter in spirit through the wide-opened door of heaven. What joy it is for our God and Father and for our Lord Jesus when His saints long to be in nearness to Him. May it be so with us all for the joy of His heart and to the glory of His name. 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 28:16-17 (JND) [16] And Jacob awoke from his sleep, and said, Surely Jehovah is in this place, and I knew [it] not. [17] And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.

Genesis 35:1 (JND) [1] And God said to Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there, and make there an altar unto the God that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Revelation 4:1 (JND) [1] After these things I saw, and behold, a door opened in heaven, and the first voice which I heard as of a trumpet speaking with me, saying, Come up here, and I will shew thee the things which must take place after these things.

Acts 3 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. …



THE POWER OF GOD

W. Schubert 

Matthew 18: 19; Acts 12: 1–17 

I have been impressed by the help which is proved by those whom the Lord calls “two of you”. He says that their requests will be answered. We have already heard how precious the saints are to God and that He wants to keep them so that they should be in nearness to Him. 

Persons who value the light of the assembly and seek to work it out are in the Lord’s thoughts when He says, “two of you”. God desires that all men should be saved, but He also desires that they should come to the knowledge of the truth. What joy it is for God when He finds persons whose hearts are opened to receive the truth of Christ and the assembly. God has immeasurable resources and He is able to bring those who love Him through difficult times. 

In Acts 12 we find the saints gathered. In verse 5 we read, “but unceasing prayer was made by the assembly to God concerning him” (Peter). We no longer have the assembly in this way today, but we have the “two of you”. We can clearly see how these saints moved heaven and how God showed His power. This angry king was laying his hands on genuine ones of the assembly, to hurt them, such persons as the Lord had in mind in Matthew 18. In the prophet Jehovah said that he that touched His people touched the apple of His eye (Zechariah 2: 8). How precious the saints are to God! How precious those “of the assembly” are to Him. We see here how wretchedly the devil fails. 

This king represents the power of antichrist. He delighted in mistreating the saints. He did not know the power of prayer on the part of the assembly, and he also did not know of a power which supersedes all thought. Beloved brethren, are we not experiencing this at the moment? 

Those who know these relations with God experience something of this power. These four quaternions of soldiers, as well as the two chains with which Peter was bound to two soldiers, and the guards before the door, were impotent. Even the iron door opened of its own accord. 

What power was working! So long as true believers are here, God will show His wonderful power. God allowed James to be killed, but He did not allow Peter to go the same way. Peter was to prepare the way for Paul. 

Let us think about it, what it means for God to find persons today who value His thoughts about the assembly. Here they were beside themselves when their prayers were answered. 

They did not believe that their prayers would be heard in this way. He gives more than we ask or think. We should understand that as long as the assembly is here the devil cannot reach the peak of his power. Hades’ gates will not prevail against Christ’s assembly. We experience something of this in our meetings. The presence of dear brethren from different countries proves that the chains will still fall and iron gates open. The enemy tries to separate the saints from each other, but he is not equal to the power which is available to us. The words of Peter were, “Report these things to James and to the brethren”. It would strengthen them; the power of God was working. This should encourage us in the day of small things. 

Words in meeting for ministry, Garnsdorf
12 November 1985 

From “Neues und Altes”, No.6/87 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 18:19 (JND) [19] Again I say to you, that if two of you shall agree on the earth concerning any matter, whatsoever it may be that they shall ask, it shall come to them from my Father who is in [the] heavens.

Acts 12:1-17 (JND) [1] At that time Herod the king laid his hands on some of those of the assembly to do them hurt, [2] and slew James, the brother of John, with the sword. [3] And seeing that it was pleasing to the Jews, he went on to take Peter also: (and they were the days of unleavened bread:) [4] whom having seized he put in prison, having delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep, purposing after the passover to bring him out to the people. [5] Peter therefore was kept in the prison; but unceasing prayer was made by the assembly to God concerning him. [6] And when Herod was going to bring him forth, that night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and guards before the door kept the prison. [7] And lo, an angel of [the] Lord came there, and a light shone in the prison: and having smitten the side of Peter, he roused him up, saying, Rise up quickly. And his chains fell off his hands. [8] And the angel said to him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And he did so. And he says to him, Cast thine upper garment about thee and follow me. [9] And going forth he followed [him] and did not know that what was happening by means of the angel was real, but supposed he saw a vision. [10] And having passed through a first and second guard, they came to the iron gate which leads into the city, which opened to them of itself; and going forth they went down one street, and immediately the angel left him. [11] And Peter, being come to himself, said, Now I know certainly that [the] Lord has sent forth his angel and has taken me out of the hand of Herod and all the expectation of the people of the Jews. [12] And having become clearly conscious [in himself], he came to the house of Mary, the mother of John who was surnamed Mark, where were many gathered together and praying. …

Acts 12 (JND) [1] At that time Herod the king laid his hands on some of those of the assembly to do them hurt, [2] and slew James, the brother of John, with the sword. [3] And seeing that it was pleasing to the Jews, he went on to take Peter also: (and they were the days of unleavened bread:) …

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

Zechariah 2:8 (JND) [8] For thus saith Jehovah of hosts: After the glory, hath he sent me unto the nations that made you a spoil; for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye.



HOLY WOMEN

M. W. Biggs 

1 Peter 3: 1–7 

The place women have in Christianity is beautiful; no one who is spiritually minded could read the New Testament without being struck by this fact. The place women are assuming in this world is quite the reverse; they are destroying themselves. In attempting to fill man’s place they forsake their own; and they certainly can never rightly fill his. No place more fittingly sets forth the position of the assembly than does the place of woman; I refer to the position of the assembly in relation to Christ. 

The thought of being subject, of submitting ourselves, has already been presented in this epistle. Even to every ordinance of man, whether to the king or to governors, we are to submit ourselves for the Lord’s sake. But in the passage before us the apostle particularly dwells upon the subject place and adornment of women, of wives. We all do well to take heed to the instruction, especially those addressed. 

Subjection is a feature proper to the assembly and should mark everyone composing it. It is one of the first lessons of the kingdom of God. The younger are to submit themselves to the elder, yea, all of us are to be subject one to another. The element in us that dislikes to be subject is pride. Pride is sin. There is one who is spoken of as the king over all the children of pride, see Job 41: 34 (A.V.). We do not want to be his subjects, surely! Antichrist will exalt himself. Humility is the opposite of pride and is one of the moral excellencies of Jesus. Jesus humbled Himself. It is well for us definitely to name the feeling in our hearts that objects to our being subject one to another. It is pride or some other form of self-will, some feature that will characterise the “man of sin”. How much pride there is in our hearts! Let us soberly face this question, dear reader, and judge ourselves in the presence of God and in the light of the cross. We sometimes sing— 

‘When I behold the wond’rous cross 

On which the Lord of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride’. 

But we may wisely ask ourselves if we have really meant what we have sung. Pride is very objectionable to God. 

While the exhortation is necessary for us all, the scripture we are considering is particularly addressed to wives in respect of their own husbands. A wife here is told of a spiritual weapon far more powerful than the most forceful arguments she might employ, and one in the use of which she will have divine support. The natural heart will think little of such a course, but we may be quite sure God’s way is right and best. A man who will “obey not the word”, may “without the word” be won by his wife’s chaste manner of life. How gracious of God to 

appeal to the heart of a sinner through such a channel of affection, to speak to him in such a tender way. Be encouraged, dear sister, if such is your position. Your husband may not read a tract; the Bible may be a book he will not open; but he can and will read you, and God may open his heart through your quiet and submissive spirit and your chaste and gentle ways. Do not forsake this divinely ordered path for one suggested by human reason. Depend upon it, God knows best. 

A further instruction is given as to dress, adornment. No scripture seems more overlooked today. As far as the practical effect upon some believers is concerned, it might as well not be in the Bible at all. Have you read 1 Peter 3: 3 and 4, dear sister? Do you recognise the passage as inspired of God? Has it the authority of God over your soul? Have you heeded and are you acting in accordance with what it says? “Holy women” are needed today. The professing church has abandoned her place of subjection to Christ, and women characteristically are giving up theirs. Instead of the adornment of a meek and quiet spirit, a spirit quite the reverse appears general. Outward adornment to attract attention, apparel put on not to cover but for display, seems the order of the day; and, alas! habits that mark the world frequently get in among those who are the Lord’s. Poor world! After all, what has it other than outward adornment? It is without Christ and without God. But is a believer such, too? Has not a woman, redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, and whose heart has been purified by faith, nothing else? Have we nothing else who have found Christ precious? Indeed we have! 

A Christian woman has the capability of moral adornment; she has a beauty that no worldling possesses. What need has she to stoop to the world’s level and gratify vanity and feed pride? 

“Holy women” of old have set the example; “holy women” today will follow it. They will possess an adornment “which is in the sight of God of great price”. Do not be afraid of the word “obeyed”. Sarah “obeyed” Abraham, calling him lord. You do not lose your place in so doing, you keep it. Your behaviour is a lesson to everyone in the kingdom of God; in so acting you are a daughter of Sarah. 

Husbands are to dwell with their wives according to knowledge, recognising them as the weaker vessel, and to give them honour. How these instructions strike the mind as very different from the world’s behaviour! There is to be consideration given by the husband to the wife that is due to her, an intelligent recognition of what is comely. He is to honour her. 

What a contrast this to the degraded condition of women in heathendom, where she was very little other than a slave. What a contrast also to much that goes on today in professed Christian countries! The husband and wife are to be “heirs together” of the grace of life. 

Their lives are to be ordered accordingly that prayer be not hindered. Their relationship one with another is to be maintained in keeping with the holy presence of God which they seek in prayer. 

The reader will notice that the exhortations in this epistle are not on the high ground of the epistle to the Ephesians. Peter largely deals with principles and behaviour connected with the kingdom of God. May the Lord give us all concern of heart that these simple yet practical and important matters may have their right place in our lives for His name’s sake. 

(From ‘Short Papers on Peter’s Epistles’). 

Correction: The reference in the July issue (p.9) to J.N.D’s remark that there was never a time when Christ was so dear to the Father as on the cross, should have been ‘Coll. Wrtgs.’ Vol. 

25, p.228 (not Vol. 28). There is a similar reference in Vol. 7, p.190). 
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Scripture references

1 Peter 3:1-7 (JND) [1] Likewise, wives, [be] subject to your own husbands, that, even if any are disobedient to the word, they may be gained without [the] word by the conversation of the wives, [2] having witnessed your pure conversation [carried out] in fear; [3] whose adorning let it not be that outward one of tressing of hair, and wearing gold, or putting on apparel; [4] but the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible [ornament] of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price. [5] For thus also the holy women who have hoped in God heretofore adorned themselves, being subject to their own husbands; [6] as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord; whose children ye have become, doing good, and not fearing with any kind of consternation. [7] [Ye] husbands likewise, dwell with [them] according to knowledge, as with a weaker, [even] the female, vessel, giving [them] honour, as also fellow-heirs of [the] grace of life, that your prayers be not hindered.

Job 41:34 (JND) [34] He beholdeth all high things; he is king over all the proud beasts.

1 Peter 3:3-4 (JND) [3] whose adorning let it not be that outward one of tressing of hair, and wearing gold, or putting on apparel; [4] but the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible [ornament] of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price.
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