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JERUSALEM AS A TYPE OF THE ASSEMBLY

D. B. Robertson 

Isaiah 37: 33–35; Jeremiah 51: 50; Revelation 21: 9–17 

I have in mind, beloved brethren, to say a word about Jerusalem, bearing in mind that it is used as a type of the assembly. It is a wonderful thing for us to have light in our souls about the assembly; many beloved Christians do not have that light. When you think of the situation today, I mean in its vital sense, you have Christ enthroned in glory above and the assembly down here. The centre of God’s interests above is Christ, the centre of God’s interest below is the assembly, and what one would desire for oneself and for my brethren increasingly, is that we might have these matters as the centre of our interests too. It is a wonderful thing to have the Man above enthroned in our affections, that as Paul says, “the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts” (Ephesians 3: 17), that is that God’s interest above is our interest. It is precious to realise that at this very moment Christ is delighting the heart of God. God’s heart is full of Him! How full is your heart, how full is mine of Christ? But then God’s interest here on earth at the moment is the assembly. He has great thoughts for the earth but they are all, as it were, held in abeyance for a future day. What God is proceeding with is the assembly. As a direct result of Christ’s enthronement, the Holy Spirit is here, a divine Person, and what He is doing is securing material to build into the assembly. 

I wanted to say a word, as the Lord helps me, about Jerusalem as a type of the assembly. First of all I want to speak of how God protects her. He always has protected the assembly and He always will. The attacks against the assembly have been numerous and they will not cease; as long as the assembly is here there will be attacks against it and against those who hold the truth of the assembly. Therefore this is a very precious word here in Isaiah that should comfort each of our hearts. There was a threat against Jerusalem from Sennacherib, the king of Assyria. Assyria represents in Scripture the arrogance of man, it is an arrogant power. As you read in the chapters leading up to this, you will see that he takes a place even in rivalry to God, and questions the ability of God to defend Jerusalem; to use our own terms, to defend the assembly. Think of the presumption of that; think of the power that persons arrogate to themselves, an assumed authority, because, let us remember, that power only belongs to God. Persons may assume authority but the only authority that is really effective is the authority of God, and these Assyrians questioned the ability of God to defend the city. I do not go into all the detail of it but there is a definite word of God in answer to it all. It is a very interesting section; it says, “Therefore thus saith Jehovah concerning the king of Assyria”. He had heard it all. God had taken account of it, and you can be sure, beloved brethren, that wherever there is an attack against the truth of the assembly God is taking account of it; He is taking note of it and He will answer it. He will answer it in His own time and in His own way. 

Initially He says, “He shall not come into this city” (he had threatened to come into it), “nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shield, nor cast a bank against it. By the way that he came, by the same shall he return”. God has the power to frustrate every effort of the devil in his attacks against the assembly. Let us be encouraged by that. He says, “I will defend this city, to save it, for mine own sake”. Think of God saying that; God acting for His own sake to preserve the assembly, and then He says, “and for my servant David’s sake”. I suppose that is a type of Christ, because Jerusalem was really David’s city, and the assembly is the property of Christ. He says, “my assembly”, it is His assembly. I believe the Lord is very jealous as to anyone assuming any authority to try and overturn the truth of the assembly. He will defend it, He will save it, it is the divine word. It is as true today as it was here. One thing that has encouraged me of recent days is that the love of the Lord Jesus for the assembly is as much today as it has ever been and as it ever will be. The Lord Jesus does not love the assembly less today than He did at Pentecost; He loves the assembly just as much, and He will defend it, and God will defend it. 

I believe that is a word of comfort for our hearts because, especially in the period of the recovery, there has been attack after attack against the assembly, and it continues and it will continue. The devil is relentless in his attack against what is so precious to God, but we have this word of assurance that God will save it “for mine own sake, and for my servant David’s sake”. 

When it comes to Jeremiah it is Babylon. The great power of Babylon was menacing the saints in that day, and what a menace it is today. It is not only a frontal attack from Babylon, but it is the side of what is corruptive, it is what is imitative. I say this feelingly, but it is very easy to fall into the snare of Babylon and we need to guard against that, we need the Lord’s help to preserve us from it. The people here were feeling the situation but there is a word for those who escaped, “Ye that have escaped the sword”. Well we have escaped, God has seen to that, we have escaped from the great principles of Babylon. We have understood the meaning of 2 Timothy 2, our charter, we have found a way out of it all. What a mercy it is that God has provided us with such a chapter in the Scriptures so that those who have found a way of escape as naming the name of the Lord would depart from iniquity. In that sense we escape the sword because God’s judgment is coming on Babylon. There is nothing that God judges more severely than He does Babylon. If you read the chapters leading to Revelation 19, they are very solemn chapters. It says, “her smoke goes up to the ages of ages” (Revelation 19: 3), as if there is an eternal testimony to the judgment of God against that great city, that great system. At the present time He is seeing all the attacks against the assembly, the attempt to corrupt it and overthrow it, and God will meet the whole thing. 

What I want to bring in is a word for us, a prophetic word in the midst of such conditions. We read, “Ye that have escaped the sword, go, stand not still—remember Jehovah from afar”. I suppose the word “afar” would refer to the distance they were in as in captivity, but Jehovah was still available, and God is still available today. What a blessing that is that we can call and remember Jehovah from afar. Then this word is imprinted on my mind, “and let Jerusalem come into your mind”. Beloved brethren, may it be that the Holy Spirit will stir up real exercise that we might be preserved in our affections for the assembly, that Jerusalem might come into our mind, that it might govern our thoughts and our attitude to things; that it might govern the way we live, the way we are in our localities, the way we are among the brethren, the way we see matters proceeding; to let Jerusalem come into our mind. You may say, How does it affect me or how does it affect other persons, but then how does it affect the assembly? I think it is a very precious word. I tried to find some ministry that might have helped me but there is nothing in the books, so I am just saying what I am saying from scripture, and that is the appeal that I would make to you. I believe it is a wonderful exhortation from God, “let Jerusalem come into your mind”. 

Through divine mercy, and through the sovereignty of God’s operations in grace, we have been given light as to the assembly. Let it be in our minds, beloved brethren, let it have its place in our affections. May it be that we are persons of whom it can be said that we are assembly-minded persons, and that we resent any intrusion into the principles that govern it; that we resent it, and are able to meet it and thwart it, as having some moral power with God. 

As we feel the captivity, as we feel the darkness all around, as we feel the distance it has brought in, a terrible matter (the breakdown of the church publicly is the greatest breakdown of anything of God that has ever been), but God is available to us, the power of the Holy Spirit is available to us. And I think God would exhort us with this simple and yet telling word, “let Jerusalem come into your mind”. May it be in our daily thoughts as we seek the Spirit’s help regarding God’s thoughts about the assembly, and may Christ’s affections for the assembly be constantly held in our minds and be precious there. 

I want to conclude with a word as to Revelation 21. All that was in my mind in reading it was the testimony of the great cumulative work of God in the dispensation. It is not always going to be breakdown. The Spirit’s work is perfect and will be completed. Mr. Darby has a very beautiful thought; he said that Babylon will fall from its glory to its eternal ruin, but that the assembly will rise from its ruins to its eternal glory. That is what this chapter speaks about. 

The first few verses refer to the eternal glory of the assembly, “prepared as a bride adorned for her husband”. In the verses I have read there is the setting out of what will be displayed in the world to come. What will be displayed is the completed work of God in a vessel that really reflects every feature of the humanity of Christ. I want you to take note of that. 

I believe the formation of the assembly involves that there will be no feature of the humanity of Christ that is omitted in the formation of that vessel. No individual believer is great enough for that. We may take on a few features, we may take on some feature in some measure, but the assembly will reflect complete correspondence to the humanity of Christ. That is God’s perfect answer, that the fruit of the Holy Spirit’s work in the dispensation will result in a glorious vessel in display to the universe. That is the full answer to what has been already seen in the perfect manhood of the Lord Jesus. Think of all those qualities that have shone so brightly and purely in Him and they are still there; it is the same Jesus. There is no difference in Him where He is, to when He was here, except in condition. O the wonder of it that there will be a vessel that will manifestly bear in substantial quality the features of that blessed Man, because they have been formed there by the Holy Spirit! 

Think of a vessel having the glory of God; that is what she is substantially, she has the glory of God. The glory of God was in Christ, and the glory of God today is shining in the face of Jesus Christ where He is, but here is a vessel of whom it says that she has the glory of God. 

Then it speaks of her shining. There is nothing dark there, everything is in blessed perfect transparency, “crystal-like jasper stone”. Think of that, a glorious light-bearer to the universe in the day to come. What is seen in the assembly is that she is formed in the divine nature in its fullest sense. It has been said this is the answer to the prayer of the apostle in Ephesians 3, where he says, “that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God” (Ephesians 3: 19). The fulness of God was and is in Christ, and the assembly is filled to it. What will be seen in the world to come is a vessel that is able to dispense that fulness in light and in glory to the whole universe. What a masterpiece! I believe the assembly in this setting really is the acme of every thought of God, the crown of all His work; there is nothing like it. 

I could say much more about it, there are so many details but finally there is a measure. “And he that spoke with me had a golden reed as a measure”, that is that it is a divine measure, and what was found was absolute perfection, “the length and the breadth and the height of it are equal”. The length and the breadth are operational measurements; think of the patient toil of the Holy Spirit. The breadth of it and the length of it are the extent of that patient toil, but at the end of the day what is seen is that these operational measurements are equal to the vertical measurement. “The length and the breadth and height of it are equal”; the height of it represents God’s purpose, God’s thoughts. It is well called the holy city. I think it corresponds to the “holy thing”, only I would need to guard that because the “holy thing” was intrinsically pure. As belonging to the assembly, we are formed morally in purity, but the great thing is there is an answer to the “holy thing”. It is substantial, you have the “holy thing” and you have the holy city, and the holy city is the product of the Holy Spirit’s work. Beloved brethren, we have part in it. 

There is nothing dark in the assembly, it is a vessel of light. There is plenty of darkness in the world, and alas, sometimes the darkness comes very near to ourselves. Each of us would know that, we have constantly to judge ourselves in the light of the cross of Christ. The Lord went into the darkness so that we might have a moral basis to judge it in ourselves, so that we might be clear and transparent, and have a part in this holy city. No unholy thing can be there, we see that in Revelation 21: 8, “to the fearful and unbelieving, and sinners, and those who make themselves abominable, and murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, their part is in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone”. There is no place for that kind of thing in the holy city, but there is place for those who are redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, and who are brought in by the Holy Spirit of God. 

The Holy Spirit indwells us, and He is working in us to produce the features that will shine in completeness in this wonderful vessel, the assembly, the holy city. Babylon is called great, but it will fall in one hour. God says, “Rejoice over her, heaven, and ye saints and apostles and prophets; for God has judged your judgment upon her”, Revelation 18: 20. We need to have a judgment of Babylon and be kept from the darkness of its counsel. It has no part in the assembly, but what has part in the assembly is the purity, the stability, and the solidity of the work of the Holy Spirit. May God bless the word. 
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Scripture references

Isaiah 37:33-35 (JND) [33] Therefore thus saith Jehovah concerning the king of Assyria: He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shield, nor cast a bank against it. [34] By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith Jehovah. [35] And I will defend this city, to save it, for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake.

Jeremiah 51:50 (JND) [50] Ye that have escaped the sword, go, stand not still: remember Jehovah from afar, and let Jerusalem come into your mind.

Revelation 21:9-17 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone; [12] having a great and high wall; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are those of the twelve tribes of [the] sons of Israel. [13] On [the] east three gates; and on [the] north three gates; and on [the] south three gates; and on [the] west three gates. [14] And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. [15] And he that spoke with me had a golden reed [as] a measure, that he might measure the city, and its gates, and its wall. [16] And the city lies four-square, and its length [is] as much as the breadth. And he measured the city with the reed twelve thousand stadia: the length and the breadth and height of it are equal. [17] And he measured its wall, a hundred [and] forty-four cubits, [a] man's measure, that is, [the] angel's.

Ephesians 3:17 (JND) [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love,

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

Revelation 19 (JND) [1] After these things I heard as a loud voice of a great multitude in the heaven, saying, Hallelujah: the salvation and the glory and the power of our God: [2] for true and righteous [are] his judgments; for he has judged the great harlot which corrupted the earth with her fornication, and has avenged the blood of his bondmen at her hand. [3] And a second time they said, Hallelujah. And her smoke goes up to the ages of ages. …

Revelation 19:3 (JND) [3] And a second time they said, Hallelujah. And her smoke goes up to the ages of ages.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

Ephesians 3:19 (JND) [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God.

Revelation 21:8 (JND) [8] But to the fearful and unbelieving, [and sinners], and those who make themselves abominable, and murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, their part [is] in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone; which is the second death.

Revelation 18:20 (JND) [20] Rejoice over her, heaven, and [ye] saints and apostles and prophets; for God has judged your judgment upon her.



COMING TO CHRIST AND WHAT MIGHT HINDER US

A. P. Devenish 

2 Kings 5: 1–3, 8–14; Mark 2: 1–12; 10: 13, 14, 17–23, 46–52; Genesis 24: 54–59 

It is in mind to speak about coming to Christ and what might hinder us. I have no doubt that the enemy of our souls is against any one of us coming to the Lord Jesus and giving our heart to Him. He would do everything he can to hinder us. I suppose that Naaman had himself before him, his self-importance; I suppose that would be Naaman’s problem. Naaman’s hindrance was himself. “And Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man before his master, and honourable, for by him Jehovah had given deliverance to Syria; and he was a mighty man of valour, but a leper”. As far as we can tell the sequel shows us that it was his pride really that stood in the way of his blessing, and alas it is so with many. 

The way that God has chosen to effect our salvation is not our way, but this little maid has a message. She says, “Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria”. 

Think of the longings of this little maid. I wonder if we would have been so outgoing towards others if we were in her position, “the Syrians ... had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman’s wife”. Probably we would have been thinking about ourselves. It was a sad situation that she was in, away from her parents, away from her friends, away from her home, away from Israel, but there was no evidence that there was any discontent or complaint with her. She was concerned about Naaman. 

Surely that is a lesson for us, not to have ourselves before us, complaining about our circumstances or our problems. What you see in her are the compassions of God coming into expression. “Oh”, she says; what an impression of feeling, “Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria! then he would cure him of his leprosy”. How often I have asked the Lord to give me a love for souls; I would that I had more. Perhaps many of us feel that, to be able to express the compassions of God towards men, women and children. 

Then it says, “And Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot”. You see, he is coming in all his dignity, his personal greatness; it was Naaman who stood in Naaman’s way of getting the blessing. It says, “And Naaman was wroth, and went away and said, Behold, I thought, He will certainly come out to me”. He was the centre of his thoughts, but then he had servants. It is beautiful to think of how these servants served their master. 

I want to speak about that, how the hindrances were removed by the gracious service of these persons who, I would say, loved Naaman and would be thinking of his salvation. What would he have done without these servants? It would be hard to think that he would have plunged himself in the Jordan without the influence and appeal of the servants. I want to speak about this because we want to serve one another, help one another. I suppose he would have just gone away back a leper except for these servants. It says, “he turned and went away in a rage”. It lets you see what kind of a man they had to deal with. Could he be helped? Is it possible that he could be helped? Was there anyone who could help him? It says, “his servants drew near, and spoke to him and said, My father”. Is that not lovely? “My father”, not master but “My father, if the prophet had bidden thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he says to thee, Wash and be clean?” What a service to render to one another, to those who may need such a service. What affection was there, and what happened? He “plunged himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God. And his flesh became again like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean”. 

I just turn to Mark 2 where this man had difficulty in getting to Jesus because of the crowd. Maybe the crowd would hinder us. There is no reliability in the thought of a crowd, but he was borne by four. What does that mean? There were those who were sympathetic, they had a universal outlook, they would be thinking of all men, “that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth”, 1 Timothy 2: 4. That is a test to us. It says, “Jesus, seeing their faith”, the faith of the four. They would be men with great sympathy for this paralytic man who was unable to move, unable to walk, unable to stir from his little couch, as it says in another scripture (Luke 5: 19). They had probably visited him before this incident to see that poor man, and saying, He cannot get off his couch, how sorry we feel for him; but then we have heard about the Master, we have heard about Jesus; if only we could get him to Jesus He would be able to meet his condition, and they took this difficult way. 

The crowds hindered them. I would say that in scripture crowds usually hinder; what is partisan hinders the work of God, and crowds hinder, they are unreliable, they sway this way and that way. At the beginning of the gospels the crowds generally were glad to hear Jesus. 

They hung on His words, it says in one scripture, but towards the end of the gospels they are swayed by the religious element and they say, “take him away, crucify him”, John 19: 15. See how unreliable, unpredictable, crowds are, but these four men were priestly. They knew where Jesus was; they were energetic and dug through the roof and brought him to Jesus. 

“But Jesus, seeing their faith, says to the paralytic, Child, thy sins are forgiven thee”. That was the first thing to be met, the moral issue, the guilt; it is looking on to the work of Christ, the atoning sufferings of Jesus. He could say, “thy sins are forgiven thee”, in the light of what He was about to go through on our account; He bore our sins in His own body on the tree. 

Then He goes on to meet the physical difficulty. It is the teaching of the new covenant in these verses; the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit are both in this section. He says, “Arise, take up thy couch and go to thine house”. And it says, “he rose up straightway”. 

That involves that he had power in himself to be able to rise up off his couch and it says, “he went out before them all, so that all were amazed, and glorified God”. Well, let us seek to get one another to Christ, to get persons to Christ, not be swayed by the crowd or by influence. 

Do not be swayed by adverse influence but have a heart for souls. Would that I had a greater love for souls, to express the compassions of God and, not only that, but be energetic and priestly, in view of bringing souls to Christ. 

I just come to Mark 10, “Suffer the little children to come to me”. It says, “And they brought little children to him that he might touch them”. Would you not as parents of little children do that, bring little children to Jesus to touch them? But it says, “the disciples rebuked those that brought them”. Maybe it is myself that stands in the way, maybe the crowds, it may be the disciples. They were not in accord with the feelings of Christ, the feelings of Jesus, towards those children. They were religious, I suppose, in their activities here. The Lord was indignant. You look at the scriptures to see how many emotions come into expression in Jesus. He was angry in one place, the man with the withered hand. They watched Him to see if He would heal him on the sabbath and He was angry. He wept in another place. In Luke 19 

He weeps audibly, the note says audibly. Think of standing beside Jesus and hearing Him weep audibly over Jerusalem. He was kind, compassionate. It says in Luke 7 that He was moved with compassion in relation to the widow of Nain. The gospels are full of the feelings that would attract us to Christ. Just go through them and see the emotions, the feelings that were expressed in Jesus; how wonderful they are. He cried out with a loud voice; He said, “Ephphatha”, how feeling the Lord was and it comes out in the presence of such need amongst men. I wonder if we read the Scriptures to learn about these. I think wherever we read in the Scriptures we should say, Can I find some expression of Christ in them? 

We go on to this young man in Mark 10 and what hindered him was his possessions. He wanted eternal life so that he could live for ever to enjoy his possessions. So there is myself. I am a hindrance to my own blessing, the crowd is a hindrance, the unreliable, unpredictable, character of a crowd, easily influenced. The disciples can be a hindrance. O, you say, Surely that cannot be, but it says, “the disciples rebuked those that brought them”, and He was indignant. He says, “Suffer the little children to come to me”. In Mark 10: 16 it says, “And having taken them in his arms, having laid his hands on them, he blessed them”. Would you not like to be in the arms of Jesus? He would touch you and He would bless you. Bring the little children to Jesus. Do not be like these disciples. Perhaps what they were religiously hindered and the Lord was not to be hindered. He says, “Suffer the little children to come to me”. 

Well, then of this young man, it says, “And Jesus looking upon him loved him”. I think He saw what was there potentially in a young man coming to Him. Mark has in mind recovery and has in mind the service of God towards men, and Jesus looked at him and loved him. No doubt there was that in him that was lovely in His eyes, as having in mind what he was potentially, what he could be, what he would be if he came. But then he was held, he was hindered by his possessions. Jesus says, “Children, how difficult it is that those who trust in riches should enter into the kingdom of God!” It says, “But he, sad at the word, went away grieved, for he had large possessions” and they hindered him from coming to Christ. They hindered him from getting the gain of salvation, of the Lord’s blessing. How many things he had done. He said, “Teacher, all these things have I kept from my youth”. They gave him some status, he thought, but he was hindered because of his possessions. I would think the Lord grieved over this. “And Jesus looking upon him loved him”; but then it says, “how difficult it is that those who trust in riches should enter into the kingdom of God! ... And they were exceedingly astonished, saying to one another, And who can be saved? But Jesus looking on them says, With men it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God”. 

I will just go on to the blind man. It says, “And many rebuked him, that he might be silent”, I suppose they were embarrassed. This one would create a scene. He was coming, Jesus the Nazaraean, the Son of David, and a large crowd was there again, but he would not be passed by. He says, “O Son of David, Jesus, have mercy on me”. Many rebuked him, that he might be silent, Do not cause a stir, do not make a scene. But he felt the need so much, “he cried so much the more, Son of David, have mercy on me”. Think of the remarkable intuition the man had! The Lord was just about to enter into Jerusalem, and this man realised that the One who was coming along this way was the Son of David. He was a king, “Son of David, have mercy on me”. As I said, he felt his need so much that he cried out so much the more. It says, “And, throwing away his garment, he started up and came to Jesus. And Jesus answering says to him. What wilt thou that I should do to thee? And the blind man said to him, Rabboni, that I may see”. There are only two times that this word is used; once is in John 20 when Mary says, “Rabboni”, and the other is in this instance; Rabboni meaning ‘my Teacher’ involving affection. When you have a teacher at school you learn your lessons, but there is not that affinity, that link of affection; you see this man soon came into it. He says, “Rabboni, that I may see. And Jesus said to him, Go, thy faith has healed thee. And he saw immediately, and followed him in the way”. The result was that he followed Him in the way, and that was a suffering way. Mark’s gospel has in mind a suffering way; the Christian way is a suffering way. I suppose what really would prepare us to walk in a suffering way is love for Christ. That would be the only thing really that would prepare us, would make us equal, make us desire to follow in the suffering way is love for Jesus. 

Well, I just finish with Genesis 24, a well-known scripture. The servant had come from Abraham in order to secure a bride, a wife, for Isaac, and the time came for her to decide what she was going to do, and the brother and the mother would have hindered her. Natural relationships, natural feelings, can be another thing that hinders us. Alas, so often, we are influenced by a wife, influenced by a husband, influenced by children, and be hindered from proceeding on this journey to Christ. Alas it is so! You may say it sounds very fine what they are saying, “And her brother and her mother said, Let the maiden abide with us some days, or say ten; after that she shall go”. Ten days is the full period of responsibility, and if the enemy is at anything at the present time it is to hinder us the full time of responsibility, the full time that we can be here for Christ and can devote ourselves to His interests. They are saying in effect. It is all right if you go to be with Christ when He comes or when you die, but this period of your life when you are here and could be available to serve God and to serve man, just remain with us, do not get out of this family situation; we want you to stay with us. The Spirit says typically, “Do not hinder me”. 

I would say the Spirit would say in this word today, Do not hinder Me, I am bringing Rebecca to Isaac. Paul says, “I have espoused you unto one man, to present you a chaste virgin to Christ” (2 Corinthians 11: 2), but then he goes on to say in that chapter, “But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, so your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ” (2 Corinthians 11: 3). You see, the serpent is involved, the enemy of your soul is involved, the one who would hinder the fulfilment of God’s thoughts; the serpent is involved, 

“so your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ”. You may say, It is too strong to say that the enemy was involved in this request that she should remain with them for ten days; but that is what it was, using natural relations, using natural links and feelings and hindering Rebecca in type from this journey with the Spirit to Christ. Well, one’s desire is that we may take heed to these things that we may not be hindered, beloved brethren. The Spirit is occupied with Rebecca, typical of the assembly, a wonderful vessel which is for the heart of Christ, and this is the journey that brings her to Isaac. Isaac is meditating in the fields; what is he thinking about? I suppose he has the mind of heaven and he is waiting for Rebecca. Let us be concerned that nothing hinders us from coming to Christ. 

That is my simple message today to each one of us here. We all know what hinders us; you know what hinders you, I know what hinders me, but let us come to Christ. I do not think I could speak of anything more wonderful than the experience of a soul coming to Christ. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Denton, Texas
1 September 2002 

 


Scripture references

2 Kings 5:1-14 (JND) [1] And Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man before his master, and honourable, for by him Jehovah had given deliverance to Syria; and he was a mighty man of valour, [but] a leper. [2] And the Syrians had gone out in bands, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. [3] And she said to her mistress, Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria! then he would cure him of his leprosy. [4] And he went and told his lord saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel. [5] And the king of Syria said, Well! go, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand [shekels] of gold, and ten changes of raiment. [6] And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, And now, when this letter comes to thee, behold, I have sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest cure him of his leprosy. [7] And it came to pass when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his garments, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeks an occasion against me. [8] And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his garments, that he sent to the king, saying, Why hast thou rent thy garments? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel. [9] And Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the doorway of the house of Elisha. [10] And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. [11] And Naaman was wroth, and went away and said, Behold, I thought, He will certainly come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of Jehovah his God, and wave his hand over the place, and cure the leper. [12] Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them and be clean? And he turned and went away in a rage. …

Mark 2:1-12 (JND) [1] And he entered again into Capernaum after [several] days, and it was reported that he was at [the] house; [2] and straightway many were gathered together, so that there was no longer any room, not even at the door; and he spoke the word to them. [3] And there come to him [men] bringing a paralytic, borne by four; [4] and, not being able to get near to him on account of the crowd, they uncovered the roof where he was, and having dug [it] up they let down the couch on which the paralytic lay. [5] But Jesus, seeing their faith, says to the paralytic, Child, thy sins are forgiven [thee]. [6] But certain of the scribes were there sitting, and reasoning in their hearts, [7] Why does this [man] thus speak? he blasphemes. Who is able to forgive sins except God alone? [8] And straightway Jesus, knowing in his spirit that they are reasoning thus within themselves, said to them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts? [9] Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, [Thy] sins are forgiven [thee]; or to say, Arise, and take up thy couch and walk? [10] But that ye may know that the Son of man has power on earth to forgive sins, he says to the paralytic, [11] To thee I say, Arise, take up thy couch and go to thine house. [12] And he rose up straightway, and, having taken up his couch, went out before [them] all, so that all were amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it thus.

Mark 10:13-52 (JND) [13] And they brought little children to him that he might touch them. But the disciples rebuked those that brought [them]. [14] But Jesus seeing [it], was indignant, and said to them, Suffer the little children to come to me; forbid them not; for of such is the kingdom of God. [15] Verily I say to you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, shall in no wise enter into it. [16] And having taken them in his arms, having laid his hands on them, he blessed them. [17] And as he went forth into the way, a person ran up to [him], and kneeling to him asked him, Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? [18] But Jesus said to him, Why callest thou me good? no one is good but one, [that is] God. [19] Thou knowest the commandments: Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honour thy father and mother. [20] And he answering said to him, Teacher, all these things have I kept from my youth. [21] And Jesus looking upon him loved him, and said to him, One thing lackest thou: go, sell whatever thou hast and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me, [taking up the cross]. [22] But he, sad at the word, went away grieved, for he had large possessions. [23] And Jesus looking around says to his disciples, How difficultly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! [24] And the disciples were amazed at his words. And Jesus again answering says to them, Children, how difficult it is that those who trust in riches should enter into the kingdom of God! …

Genesis 24:54-59 (JND) [54] And they ate and drank, he and the men that were with him, and lodged. And they rose up in the morning; and he said, Send me away to my master. [55] And her brother and her mother said, Let the maiden abide with us [some] days, or [say] ten; after that she shall go. [56] And he said to them, Do not hinder me, seeing Jehovah has prospered my way: send me away, and I will go to my master. [57] And they said, Let us call the maiden and inquire at her mouth. [58] And they called Rebecca and said to her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go. [59] And they sent away Rebecca their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men.

Mark 2 (JND) [1] And he entered again into Capernaum after [several] days, and it was reported that he was at [the] house; [2] and straightway many were gathered together, so that there was no longer any room, not even at the door; and he spoke the word to them. [3] And there come to him [men] bringing a paralytic, borne by four; …

1 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.

Luke 5:19 (JND) [19] And not finding what way to bring him in, on account of the crowd, going up on the housetop they let him down through the tiles, with his little couch, into the midst before Jesus.

John 19:15 (JND) [15] But they cried out, Take [him] away, take [him] away, crucify him. Pilate says to them, Shall I crucify your king? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.

Mark 10 (JND) [1] And rising up thence he comes into the coasts of Judaea, and the other side of the Jordan. And again crowds come together to him, and, as he was accustomed, again he taught them. [2] And Pharisees coming to [him] asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away [his] wife? (tempting him). [3] But he answering said to them, What did Moses command you? …

Luke 19 (JND) [1] And he entered and passed through Jericho. [2] And behold, [there was] a man by name called Zacchaeus, and he was chief tax-gatherer, and he was rich. [3] And he sought to see Jesus who he was: and he could not for the crowd, because he was little in stature. …

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Mark 10 (JND) [1] And rising up thence he comes into the coasts of Judaea, and the other side of the Jordan. And again crowds come together to him, and, as he was accustomed, again he taught them. [2] And Pharisees coming to [him] asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away [his] wife? (tempting him). [3] But he answering said to them, What did Moses command you? …

Mark 10:16 (JND) [16] And having taken them in his arms, having laid his hands on them, he blessed them.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

2 Corinthians 11:2 (JND) [2] For I am jealous as to you with a jealousy [which is] of God; for I have espoused you unto one man, to present [you] a chaste virgin to Christ.

2 Corinthians 11:3 (JND) [3] But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, [so] your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ.



RESPONSE FOR GOD

K. N. Pye 

Exodus 4: 22, 23; Joshua 24: 14, 15; John 4: 10, 13, 14, 20–30 

I was exercised to speak about response for God. In the first section we read we see what was God’s objective from the very beginning, “Let my son go, that he may serve me”. God’s desire was to have man for himself and we see in Joshua the responsibility on our side what committal that may mean from us. Then how it works out in the woman in John 4, who was drawn to Jesus and was able to attract others to come to know the One who is the Christ. God, in the beginning, said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness” (Genesis 1: 26), with the intent that He would have man for Himself. It speaks of Jehovah Elohim walking in the garden in the cool of the day, desiring to have man for Himself. I think God’s desire is that He will be served. What part am I going to have in it? 

It speaks of Noah that he walked with God. It speaks of Enoch that he walked with God and he was not because God took him. What joy God had in having a man for His delight and pleasure. These are all types, but there is One who gave Him great delight, One whose occupation was entirely to serve God. Everything that Jesus did was to serve God; it tells us in Psalm 1: 2, “But his delight is in Jehovah’s law, and in his law doth he meditate day and night”. What joy God had in Him who said, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?” (Luke 2: 49); One that was solely occupied by serving God. The whole bent of His life, everything He did was to serve God. What joy God had in that. I challenge each one of us, I feel challenged myself, How am I serving God? 

The children of Israel, in the chapters following where we read in Exodus, were under hardship and they wanted to leave. Maybe God uses circumstances to make us want to leave the environment we are in. How occupied are we with the things of the world? Egypt would represent that. They wanted to leave but it was not easy for them, the heart of Pharaoh was hardened. He did not want to let them go. The world claims a grip on you so that you cannot serve God; that is what the world would do, hold on to you, to restrict your service for God. 

The young ones know that, small things perhaps they may be, but the world would just try and hold you back. You go through all these plagues that God brought upon the Egyptians and you will find eventually Pharaoh said, Just let the men go and worship God. The world would seek to hold something back, to keep you away from serving God, but God has spoken, “let my son go that he may serve me”. 

God says one last plague and then Pharaoh will let you go, the passover, involved that death had to come in. They had plagues of gnats, they had plagues of locusts, they could not even see, it was so dark, because there were so many locusts. We can hardly even conceive what that was like. Another of the plagues that God passed the Egyptians through was to put boils on their skin. How severe that was, but that did not stop Pharaoh holding on; it was not until death came in that Pharaoh let the children, of Israel go. In order for the children of Israel to be excluded from the death that came over the whole land of Egypt, the lamb had to die. Oh, the perfect lamb, a yearling lamb, a lamb without blemish, a type of the One that is as a tree planted by brooks of water, One that meditated on God’s law day and night. What delight God had in Christ, but He had to die so that we can enter in to serve God. 

How easy it is for us just to accept things but how necessary it is for us to accept God at His word—“Let my son go that he may serve me”. Am I occupied in that? Am I occupied in God’s service? The children of Israel had hardly left Egypt, when they wanted to go back. 

Maybe we get a touch at meetings like this, we get a touch in our hearts and say, I am going to go forward and be for God. Would that we could keep refreshed in that, in our hearts. Would that we can look back on the experiences we have enjoyed, when we knew something of the fulness of God’s thoughts, would that we could be occupied in that so that we can continue on and not long to go back, not long to be in the area where it is a little bit easier perhaps, not so much pressure. They had no water, no food; you say, How terrible that is. 

Would that we would be exercised as those that are feeding on the Man who has given God delight. It involves committal on our part. We find where we read in Joshua, God tells the children of Israel all the history. Sometimes we need to go back over our history, not just our own history but the history of the testimony. 

If you look at the beginning of this chapter it goes all the way back to Abraham leaving the land, “Your fathers dwelt of old on the other side of the river”, Joshua 24: 2. God shows how things operated all the way through until they got into the land, right to their current experiences that they had known. I wonder if we really appreciate that soul history is cumulative in us, so we should not be afraid of experiences that we go through. I feel sometimes we go through exercises, and we are very concerned at the moment, but there is great gain to those that are exercised by them. We have to be exercised by the discipline we go through to get gain, and, if we are exercised by it our knowledge of God accumulates. 

What is the result? God means much more to us. It increases our faith. In our experiences with God, be they individual or collective, the exercises we go through in our localities, they add up to a greater knowledge of God. 

Joshua knew something of that as he went through the wilderness and he could recall his experiences with God. He knew what it was to search out the land and then go through the wilderness with the land in his heart. The grapes and the pomegranates they carried through the wilderness were out of the land. We have to go through the wilderness but what do we carry? We have the Supper at the beginning of the week then we go through the wilderness. 

Do we carry something with us to see us through? We should feed on Christ, the Man who served God in perfection. Oh the fulness of everything that God secured in Christ, the joy He had in that blessed Man in the pathway that He walked here. The gospels tell of the pathway of Jesus here. How can we follow in that pathway? Not just by knowing about it—we have to follow in that pathway as we know Him where He is today, a risen Man, a Man seated at the right hand of God. I think Joshua had a sense of that, typically he had a sense of One who was the Saviour. He had a sense of One who was able to save, so he goes on to say, “And now fear Jehovah and serve him”. Joshua had come to something for himself. He goes over the whole history. 

I would encourage the young ones to go over the history of the testimony. Why are you here? 

Because your parents brought you? Well, that is good, but you have to be on your own exercise too. You need to find out why, not to challenge it, but to understand why you are here. ‘Recovery and Maintenance of the Truth’ is a good book for the young ones to read so they can see how things progressed. Then you can justify why you are here by scripture, the word of God. The word of God is the answer to everything. You may say, Well, I am not a good reader. Maybe you just need to read a little bit at a time, but read. 

Would that our histories and our committals were like Joshua’s here. He does not stop part way, he says, “fear Jehovah, and serve him in perfectness and in truth”. Things have to be done away with, put away the gods, put them away. He leaves the responsibility up to you and to me. Each one of us has our own responsibility—“choose you this day whom ye will serve”. We cannot serve God and Mammon. We can only serve one God so we have to choose. You say, Well, maybe I can do a little bit of both. The children like that, they like to keep their options open. There are no options here, “choose you this day whom ye will serve”. You cannot have both, we have to choose. Joshua lays that out to the children of Israel, he says, “And if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods whom your fathers that were on the other side of the river served, or the gods of the Amorite, in whose land ye dwell”. Well, you have a choice there, but you have to choose. Do not delay. 

Then Joshua makes a statement for himself, he says, “but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah”. Would that we could make this committal to the exclusion of everything else, because, if we are going to serve God, we cannot serve anyone else. The other gods have to be put away, and Joshua had come to that. As we look at the history of this chapter, all the children of Israel came to that too. How fine it is to find that there are persons willing to put away all the other gods and to choose the God that has seen them through. I think it comes back to our experience with God, our soul history growing and growing and growing so that we can say, I am going to choose Jehovah, there is none else. What did the disciples say when the Lord said to them, “Will ye also go away?”? Peter said, “Lord, to whom shall we go?”, John 6: 68. There is no one else, nowhere else to go. Would that we would arrive at that and take this committal freshly and whole-heartedly and hold on to it, because that is how God is going to have the answer He is looking for. 

I read of the woman in John 4 who we may think is the most unlikely person to be in contact with Christ. You may say, That applies to me, I am nothing. Why would God choose me sovereignly? This woman could say, Jews have no intercourse with Samaritans, why are you asking me? This woman was looking for something, she went to draw water, but the Lord says, “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water”. I wonder if we make enough room for the Spirit of God. I feel tested but the Spirit of God is with us and in us. Oftentimes maybe we rely on other things, but we have to come to it, as the Lord says, “It is the Spirit which quickens, the flesh profits nothing”, John 6: 63. What do we know about that quickening power? Do we displace ourselves completely to make room for the Spirit of God? The Lord knew our need to have the Spirit with us and in us so He said, “I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever”, John 14: 16. What privileged days we are in when the Spirit is available with us and in us as we make room for Him. Sometimes we may rely on other things, what God has given us naturally perhaps, but that is dangerous. We must rely on the Spirit of God. 

Paul says to the Corinthians, “the letter kills, but the Spirit quickens”, 2 Corinthians 3: 6. Knowledge is a good thing to have, but knowledge is not everything. I am not saying we should not read, we should read the Scriptures and the ministry, but they need to be read in the power of the Spirit. I trust we would be exercised to make more room for the Spirit, so that the service of God is enriched, because the Spirit speaks what He hears and the Spirit is come from heaven. He comes from heaven and what He speaks to us of is what He hears, what He hears in heaven, One who is telling us all that is going on in heaven. What better source, to know more about Jesus, a Man in heaven, than the Spirit of God who has come from heaven and is with us and in us. It is available—ask of Him. This woman had to ask, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw”. I feel we need to make more room for the Spirit of God, in our everyday lives, individually as we read the Scriptures and the ministry. Then as we come together, the Spirit being free in each one of us, it would result collectively in room being made for God’s voice to be heard, for the word of God to come out in all its power and greatness, leading to our being enriched. So there is growth in our hearts of the work of Christ, and when we come up to the service of God there is a fuller answer to satisfy the heart of God as a result of experience through the wilderness setting, as relying on the Spirit and following in the footsteps of Christ. 

The Lord says to this woman, “Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever”. How fine it is to make room for the Spirit. Never thirst for ever, there is no need to go back to the well to draw, you have a constant living fountain of water springing up into eternal life. It is available for each one of us but the test is, How much room do I make? This woman came to something, she said, “Sir, I see that thou art a prophet”, but the Lord, in His infinite wisdom, leads her on so that the service of God might be enriched. He says, “the hour is coming and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth”. How the Lord would lead us on into the service of God, where there is that answer that satisfies the heart of God—“Let my son go that he may serve me”. God is looking for that response, and this is how it is found in the present dispensation, how it is found today, and will be through eternity, “to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages”, Ephesians 3: 21. How fine it is that we can have our part in that and enter into what is for God’s enjoyment. 

The psalmist says, “Let everything that hath breath praise Jah”, Psalm 150: 6. How much there is that is available in response for God if we make room for the Spirit. It cannot be done in the flesh, it is done as a result of affection for Christ, appreciation of the One in whom goodness was, the One who secured everything for God. What a wave-offering before God, an offering of a sweet odour, that is the offering that pleases the heart of God, One who gave His all, One that is perfect in His humanity, perfect in every way. He is the One that needs to become our object; we need to have an attraction to and affection for Him. The Lord said to Peter, “Simon, son of Jonas, art thou attached to me?”, John 21: 17. Peter was concerned about that, and I think we need to be concerned about that too. The Lord is not here corporeally any longer but attachment to Him is necessary in the present day. How much do we love Him? I think the Spirit would help us in appreciation of Christ and our love for Him. 

So much so that we can be found as true worshippers, those that worship in spirit and truth. So the Father is seeking such as His worshippers. Are we in the gain of making room for Christ in our affections? This woman left her water-pot, she did not need it any more. That is just an earthly thing, maybe not a worldly thing, but just an earthly thing, a water-pot; she did not need that any more, she was done with that, she had this well of water springing up within herself. 

Sometimes we have to be done with things on this earth too, but what did she do? Did she say, I am just going to follow Jesus everywhere, I am going to follow this Man because He is a prophet? No, she goes back to the men of the city and says, “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done—is not he the Christ?” She came to a full appreciation and realisation of the One who was here for the glory of God, and she brings others into it. The men say later in the chapter, “It is no longer on account of thy saying that we believe, for we have heard him ourselves” (John 4: 42). They came and saw for themselves. How fine that is for us to be able to bring others into the service of God so that it can be enriched as a result of a greater appreciation of the One who has done everything for God, the Christ, the anointed Man. How God loves to make much of Him, the One who has been anointed with the oil of gladness above His companions. 

We need to make room for Him in our affections, and in the power of the Spirit to be found among those who are wholeheartedly available for God, in whom He secures the answer He is looking for—“Let my son go that he may serve me”. Let us make these committals, and look back on our soul experience, to know the God that has brought us through. Then let us be found as those that are in the power of the Spirit, under the leadership and direction of Christ, occupied in serving God. May it be so for His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

Exodus 4:22-23 (JND) [22] And thou shalt say to Pharaoh, Thus saith Jehovah: Israel is my son, my firstborn. [23] And I say to thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me. And if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill thy son, thy firstborn.

Joshua 24:14-15 (JND) [14] And now fear Jehovah and serve him in perfectness and in truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the river, and in Egypt; and serve Jehovah. [15] And if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods whom your fathers that were on the other side of the river served, or the gods of the Amorite, in whose land ye dwell; but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah.

John 4:10-30 (JND) [10] Jesus answered and said to her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. [11] The woman says to him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: whence then hast thou the living water? [12] Art thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself, and his sons, and his cattle? [13] Jesus answered and said to her, Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life. [15] The woman says to him, Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw. [16] Jesus says to her, Go, call thy husband, and come here. [17] The woman answered and said, I have not a husband. Jesus says to her, Thou hast well said, I have not a husband; [18] for thou hast had five husbands, and he whom now thou hast is not thy husband: this thou hast spoken truly. [19] The woman says to him, Sir, I see that thou art a prophet. [20] Our fathers worshipped in this mountain, and ye say that in Jerusalem is the place where one must worship. [21] Jesus says to her, Woman, believe me, [the] hour is coming when ye shall neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem worship the Father. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Genesis 1:26 (JND) [26] And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over the whole earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth on the earth.

Psalms 1:2 (JND) [2] But his delight is in Jehovah's law, and in his law doth he meditate day and night.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Joshua 24:2 (JND) [2] And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: Your fathers dwelt of old on the other side of the river, Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, and they served other gods.

John 6:68 (JND) [68] Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal;

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 6:63 (JND) [63] It is the Spirit which quickens, the flesh profits nothing: the words which I have spoken unto you are spirit and are life.

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,

2 Corinthians 3:6 (JND) [6] who has also made us competent, [as] ministers of [the] new covenant; not of letter, but of spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit quickens.

Ephesians 3:21 (JND) [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Psalms 150:6 (JND) [6] Let everything that hath breath praise Jah. Hallelujah!

John 21:17 (JND) [17] He says to him the third time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, art thou attached to me? Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, Art thou attached to me? and said to him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. Jesus says to him, Feed my sheep.

John 4:42 (JND) [42] and they said to the woman, [It is] no longer on account of thy saying that we believe, for we have heard him ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Saviour of the world.
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