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CHASTENING


Hebrews 12:9-11

In the reading we spoke about the inward side of “the washing of water by the word” (Eph.5:26), and I wanted now to speak about the outward side, the side of chastening.  It is a divine service just as much as “the washing of water by the word”; and I was particularly thinking of the end of verse 10, “but he for profit, in order to the partaking of his holiness”.  God has in mind that we might be partakers of His holiness, and you might ask me to explain that.  I am not sure how well I can, but the history of the earth is of two orders of man, Adam and Christ.  Adam will not do for God, but Christ is everything; and I wonder if that is what is meant by “partaking of his holiness”, that God does not regard us as in Adam but in Christ.  He brings us through chastening in order that this might be accomplished.  Chastening, it says here, is not a matter of joy, but of grief, but nevertheless the hand and the heart and the wisdom of God is in it, and while we might wish to escape chastening, we should embrace it, accept it; it says, “he for profit”.  

We look around and it is probable that every household has some chastening, and if we thought that it was God being angry with us, we would lose the benefit of it.  He knows what He has in mind, and everything that He puts us through has a purpose.  That purpose is not only to correct us, but to develop His work in us.  And so the various trials that we could think of, and we observe them upon each one – health and family, fellowship, all these things that bring challenges – He does that for profit.  So we should not regard chastening lightly but seek to be with God in relation to it.  It links with what we had in the reading; it speaks of holiness and sanctification.  These two services have that in mind and we need chastening.  Think of the apostle Paul.  He had a thorn for the flesh (2 Cor.12:7), and he suffered persecution, but it was with the purpose in God’s mind to chasten in order that Paul might be lifted up.  As chastening like that comes in, it would keep us humble.  Everything is in God’s hands and He is chastening for profit. 

Then we might look at Job.  We speak of man’s common lot, and Job had suffered most of it.  He lost all his belongings and his family, and then through all those chapters of Job we see how God was working with Job.  But he did not really get the benefit of the chastening until he got into the presence of God, and that is what God would have in mind, that we might seek His presence.  Job came to a point where he said, “I abhor myself” (Job.42:6), and he said of God, “I know that thou canst do everything, and that thou canst be hindered in no thought of thine”, Job.42:2.  Job came to that and he prayed for his friends.  I was impressed recently to realise that he prayed for his friends when he was still poor and in ill health.  God said that Job would pray for them, and after he had prayed for his friends, then blessing came in.  Job experienced the profit of being in the presence of God, and he learned that his, Job’s, assumed holiness, was no good, but God’s holiness was everything.  That is something that God would have us to learn in chastening, that His holiness is the only thing that is suitable to Him.  We see in the law that was given to Israel that they had to do things that related to the holiness of God, and we see that Israel, and ourselves also, are unable to do that, but God is giving it as a gift, “the partaking of his holiness”.  It is not through anything that we can do to bring merit on ourselves, but God works with us that we might be given it as a gift.  It involves the removal of one kind of man.  We know that the old man has been removed in the death and burial of Christ; indeed “our old man has been crucified with him” (Rom.6:6), and it is essential that we all believe in Jesus, and in the full meaning of His death.  All our sins were dealt with, and the man who offended God has been removed out of God’s sight and will remain out of God’s sight for ever.  So we have Christ as the Object for the believer.  Partaking of God’s holiness would be related to that, that we have a place in Christ, we have His nature, we have a link with Him on the other side of death: that is a pure and holy place.  We sometimes sing,

‘Where nought of sin can enter’      (Hymn 259).

God brings us to a holy place.  So we should not be discouraged by chastening.  It is a major subject in the school of God; we learn chastening, and God uses it for our profit.  It goes on to say at the end of verse 11, “but afterwards yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those exercised by it”.  We are not to despise chastening.  It is very challenging for me, that the hand and the heart of God is in it.  

I thought too of King David in 2 Samuel 22, it says, “And David spoke to Jehovah the words of this song in the day that Jehovah had delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul.  And he said,

Jehovah is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer”

    (vv.1,2).

That whole psalm is a wonderful psalm of triumph and of joy.  But then in the next chapter 23 we have another song, and it came forty years after the first one.   After forty years of experience and chastening, David came to it; he says in verse 5,

“Although my house be not so before ˑGod,

Yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant”.

There speaks the voice of experience; David had benefited from chastening.  There was nothing wrong with the song in the previous chapter but David had had to learn what he was himself, and we all have to do that.  A lot of that was not a matter of joy but of grief, but he learned his lesson, and so his praise is all towards Jehovah and not about himself.  That is what God has in mind to bring us into, through all the chastening, that we might have an increased appreciation of Christ; how all that we are naturally has gone in His death and the man that can only sin is gone in Christ’s death and burial.  Although we are still here in these bodies, chastening still continues, and we learn that to our sorrow, yet there is great profit in learning that it is “he for profit”, and God has in mind our blessing.  He has in mind that we should partake of His holiness, and in parallel with the “the washing of water by the word”, His chastening goes on until the moment we are taken home: it is in order that we might be made suitable to be in His presence.  How we need to accept it.  It is difficult and sorrowful, but it has in mind our eternal benefit.  It is not that we should be downcast and made depressed by all the chastening.  We might look around and think that things are much easier elsewhere.  No, that is not right.  God has ordered our circumstances, each one of us, for the very best, so that we receive from Him what we need for our blessing.  King David received what he needed for his correction, and we can read of what happened in his house and in his kingdom.  You might wonder that this was the man that God called, “a man after my heart”, Acts 13:22.  But it says, “whom the Lord loves he chastens”, Heb.12:6.  I think that is the key to it, to understand that God loves you, and in His love He puts us all through things in order that we might profit by it and be partakers of His holiness.  

So the writer says, “we have had the fathers of our flesh as chasteners, and we reverenced them; shall we not much rather be in subjection to the Father of spirits, and live?”.  God is dealing with us for our blessing, but also for His own glory, and He has in view a universe where there are persons who are the subjects of His work, like the pearl that has developed through suffering.  There will be a day when God can display the wonder of what He has done, and how we should appreciate it, that God is securing something for Himself.  It involves each one of us, and the chastening is as much needed as the washing of water.  As we have said already, it yields “the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those exercised by it”.  So my exercise for myself, and for all of us, would be to be “exercised by it”.  Nothing that God passes us through is by chance, everything has a purpose.

May we be encouraged by this, to see that God has our blessing and our profit in mind, and He is securing that which is to partake of His holiness.  There will be Christ there in eternity and with Him those that are like Him, hearts that have been worked on by God whilst we are here in this life.  It is the only opportunity, we might say, that God has to work with us, so that He might secure His eternal blessing and His eternal purpose.  May we be encouraged not to despise the chastening but to seek His presence and to get the blessing, “the partaking of his holiness”, for the Lord’s name’s sake.
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3 October 2015
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Scripture references

Hebrews 12:9-11 (JND) [9] Moreover we have had the fathers of our flesh as chasteners, and we reverenced [them]; shall we not much rather be in subjection to the Father of spirits, and live? [10] For they indeed chastened for a few days, as seemed good to them; but he for profit, in order to the partaking of his holiness. [11] But no chastening at the time seems to be [matter] of joy, but of grief; but afterwards yields [the] peaceful fruit of righteousness to those exercised by it.

Ephesians 5:26 (JND) [26] in order that he might sanctify it, purifying [it] by the washing of water by [the] word,

2 Corinthians 12:7 (JND) [7] And that I might not be exalted by the exceeding greatness of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn for the flesh, a messenger of Satan that he might buffet me, that I might not be exalted.

Job 42:6 (JND) [6] Wherefore I abhor [myself], and repent in dust and ashes.

Job 42:2 (JND) [2] I know that thou canst do everything, and that thou canst be hindered in no thought of thine.

Romans 6:6 (JND) [6] knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with [him], that the body of sin might be annulled, that we should no longer serve sin.

2 Samuel 22 (JND) [1] And David spoke to Jehovah the words of this song in the day that Jehovah had delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul. [2] And he said, Jehovah is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; [3] God is my rock, in him will I trust My shield, and the horn of my salvation, My high tower, and my refuge, My saviour: thou wilt save me from violence. …

Acts 13:22 (JND) [22] And having removed him he raised up to them David for king, of whom also bearing witness he said, I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who shall do all my will.

Hebrews 12:6 (JND) [6] for whom [the] Lord loves he chastens, and scourges every son whom he receives.



THE LOVE OF THE TRUTH


2 Thessalonians 2:7-15;  Ephesians 4:15-25;

3 John 1-8;  1 John 3:14-18

The impression I have for our time together is that, in our walk here, we are to be lovers of the truth and lovers of the brethren.  These thoughts run in parallel with what our brother has been bringing before us, and I trust that the scriptures would speak for themselves.  We have in the first three the love of the truth, then in the last scripture the love of the brethren and how that is connected with being lovers of the truth.  

But there are two thoughts that precede what I have before me.  The first one is simply this, that above all we need to be lovers of God.  It seems quite basic, but although it is the most basic thought of all, it is also the most important of all.  These are the words of God Himself.  It says in the Old Testament, “thou shalt love Jehovah thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength” (Deut.6:5), and there are many other scriptures, such as “I command thee this day to love Jehovah thy God”, Deut.30:16.  We need to begin there, and to test ourselves, I hope not about our love for God, but about whether or not we love God with our all, dear brethren.  That is where we need to begin.  We cannot rightly say that we love the truth or that we love the brethren if we do not love God.  We prove the reality of our love for the truth and our love for the brethren in accordance with the strength of our love for God.  Paul writes in one of the epistles that “the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God”, 2 Thess.3:5.  It is a great and wonderful matter that the Lord will direct our hearts into the love of God.  We cannot be lovers of the truth or lovers of the brethren without being lovers of God.

What follows on from that is that we have to be lovers of Christ; again it is a very foundational thought.  I was thinking of John 21, because it brings in the importance of being lovers of Christ.  The Lord really tested Peter as to that.  We know the scripture so well that many of us could probably quote it from memory – it contains three tests.  What patience the Lord showed with Peter.  What came before me is that before we can speak of being lovers of the truth or lovers of the brethren, we have to be lovers of Christ.  We have to test ourselves, because most if not all of us would say we are lovers of Christ, but we have to test ourselves as to the strength of our love for Christ.  That is something that came out in these questions that the Lord asked of Peter.  Alongside the strength of our love for Christ, we have to ask ourselves, ‘Do I display my love for Christ in my walk?’  It may seem difficult to understand, particularly as a younger person, that we can love Christ in our walk, but that is really the test in John 21.  It is not so much ‘Did Peter love Christ?’  I do not think that was ever in question.  I do not think the Lord questioned that, I do not think that Peter questioned that.  But what came out is that the Lord was testing Peter.  So when we speak of our love for Christ, we bring upon ourselves a challenge to show it.  What comes out in John 21 is how the strength of our love for Christ is to be shown in our walk, dear friends.  That is what comes out as we look into the scriptures we read, that we show our love for Christ in our love for the truth and our love for the brethren.  If we are going to speak of our love for Christ, we are bringing upon ourselves that challenge to show it.

I began in 2 Thessalonians and this phrase “the love of the truth” is what I have before me.  I was extremely challenged as to this verse.  I would seek to be positive about it, but it says in a negative way that certain persons had not received the love of the truth.  We first need to think about what the truth is.  As I thought about it, I was getting a little overwhelmed by that question, and yet the truth in one way is very simple.  The truth is the expression of God’s mind, God’s will.  It links with the phrase in Ephesians, “as the truth is in Jesus”.  We know that Jesus is the expression of God; “for in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”, Col.2:9.  Jesus Himself said, “I am the way, and the truth and the life”, John 14:6.  So we know what the truth is.  That is part of the reason why I mentioned those first two thoughts, because we need to be strengthened as to our love for God, and our love for Christ, because that is where the truth is.  The truth is in Jesus; that is what we have in Ephesians.  It is not good enough simply to know the truth.  God would have us to come into the knowledge of the truth; that is well known, but it does not stop there, because we have to be lovers of the truth.  There are many who have more knowledge of the truth than I have, but it is as important if not more so to have the love of the truth.  I was deeply challenged as to my love of the truth, and the need not to simply pay lip service to that.  The knowledge of the truth and saying that we love the truth is good, but this is a deep heart matter.  We have had that over the last couple of days; “being enlightened in the eyes of your heart”, Eph.1:18.  I was thinking of that scripture from the beginning of these meetings, because light coming in, and our walking in the light, is a heart matter; loving the truth is a heart matter.  We automatically think of love as a heart matter naturally, but we need to be strengthened in our love of the truth.

We have to begin by believing the truth (v.12).  It speaks of those who have not believed the truth, but we have to begin by believing the truth as it is found in Jesus.  Then belief of the truth is mentioned again in verse 13, then sanctification of the Spirit; “sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth”.  Then I thought verse 15 was important, “So then, brethren, stand firm, and hold fast the instructions which ye have been taught, whether by word or by our letter”.  There is great value in “the instructions”, and the note is helpful; it says ‘As ‘directions’’ (note ‘i’).  There is something more to instructions and directions than the words themselves imply.  These are the things that the Spirit of truth would bring to our minds.  The Lord said that the Spirit of truth would bring to their remembrance “all the things which I have said to you”, John14:26.  These are the words of the Lord.  The Lord gave instructions.  We have been reading in Mark’s gospel back home, and one of the things that is interesting to me is how many references there are in its early chapters to the Lord’s teaching and the Lord’s doctrine.  That would be included in the instructions.

Then Paul says “by word or by our letter.”  We need to value that; “our letter”.  We might pass over it as simply meaning that we are reading a letter of Paul’s, but “our word and our letter” includes all of the instructions of Paul.  The truth was and is displayed in Jesus, but then Paul instructed these various assemblies in that truth.  So we need to value Paul’s instructions.  The truth is something wonderful, something of great distinction.  We need to value “the instructions” and “our letter”; we need to value what has come out by the Spirit of truth as to Paul’s ministry, dear brethren.  It is generally not as appreciated as it should be, but I have been thankful to experience something of how it is valued, and I would challenge each one of us as to our love of the truth as it is seen in Paul’s ministry.  The truth does not stop at the four gospels, it goes on to Paul’s ministry, “by word or by our letter”.  It is something that we may take for granted, that we have it, but do we love the truth?

In Ephesians, what I wanted to dwell on is particularly that phrase, “as the truth is in Jesus”.  We began in verse 15, because we hold the truth in love.  We show our love for the brethren by holding the truth in love.  Truth and love and grace are always seen in perfection in Jesus, “as the truth is in Jesus”.  There are several references to the truth here.  Closer to the end of where we read we have things that are very practical, “instructed in him according as the truth is in Jesus”.  The apostle goes on to say some very important and foundational things, such as “being renewed in the spirit of your mind”.  How important that is; the mind, the whole man, is involved.  We thought of that in relation to our being lovers of God, but I wanted to dwell on verse 25, “speak truth every one with his neighbour”.  That is one way that we show our love of the truth.  Speaking truth is something more than sitting down as we did this afternoon and speaking about the Scriptures or about “as the truth is Jesus”.  It is to be my whole occupation – we have that word “conversation” used in the New Testament several times with reference to our walk – and I think speaking truth would colour our whole walk and colour all that we say.  It would be that I love the truth so much so that I cannot speak of anything else.  That is the thought here.  You might say that we are to “speak truth” at all times.  I was challenged as to it.  We hear the term, ‘paying lip service’ to something.  Paying lip service to speaking the truth would be simply sitting here without the love of the truth being behind what we say.  We need to challenge ourselves as to that.  First of all, do I love the truth, but then do I love the truth so much that it colours my whole conversation, my manner of life, my walk?  We talked earlier about walking in the light, and speaking truth would be included in that, always remembering that the truth is in Jesus.

I read from the third epistle of John because we have an example there of what we have been speaking of.  John is showing his love of the truth as seen in Jesus by speaking of this brother, “Gaius, whom I love in truth”.  Love of the truth would manifest itself in what we have here.  There are so many references to the truth; I was interested to notice that there are seventeen or more references to the truth in the epistles of John.  Think about that; it is something that we might just pass over and not think about, but these epistles comprise only seven chapters of Scripture.  They convey the subjective side of the truth.  To quote ministry for a moment, the gospel of John gives us the subjective side of the truth, and we have it there as seen in Jesus1.  Then we have in John’s epistles the working out of that subjective side of the truth.  It is interesting to me that there are so many references to the truth in these short epistles of John.  It must show the importance of working out in our walk, being fully coloured by, our love of the truth.  We have a brother referred to in this scripture who displayed the love of the truth himself, as did the gathering he was part of.  He was “holding fast the truth”.  We saw that in Ephesians.  How important it is for us today to hold fast the truth.  It is not simply to hold fast the instruction, but to hold fast the truth seen in Jesus.  What struck me was “even as thou walkest in truth”.  Again, Mr. Raven said that we do not simply hold to the truth, the truth is not simply manifested by a set of principles; it is seen in us becoming exponents of the truth2.  It is seen in our walk, dear friends.  It was seen in the walk of this brother, who really worked out “speaking truth” to his neighbours.  He must have been a brother who showed love towards the brethren.  We have it there at the end of verse 5, “thou mayest have wrought towards the brethren and that strangers”.  It is the evidence of the love of the truth; that is how we see the love of the truth.  It is not simply the knowledge of the truth – we need to go further than that and that is what we have here.  It includes so much.  We sometimes make these terms mean specific things, but “fellow-workers with the truth” is so wide; it is a display of our love of the truth.

So I would simply challenge us all to dwell on these things in our hearts.  As we do so, it challenges us so much more.  It is not as complex as we might first think, but as we challenge ourselves about it, it becomes something that is very real, dear brethren.  Are we fellow-workers with the truth?  I was thinking of that as we were speaking earlier about the lamp-stand and the pipes in Zechariah 4.  Is there anything in me that might be a blockage to being a fellow-worker with the truth?  That is what the lamp-stand teaches us.  I enjoyed the thought that the pipes have to be kept clear, all forty-nine of them.  It is not just that Gaius was a fellow-worker – obviously he was a good example of that – but he was a fellow-worker with the truth.  All forty-nine pipes were working together to connect the lamps to the supply of oil.  I really enjoyed that thought, because the test for each one of us then becomes, ‘Am I having my part in that as being a fellow-worker with the truth?’  We could say so much about how we practically are to be fellow-workers with the truth, but everything we do can work towards this, and that is really the test.  Our whole lives should express our love of the truth as seen in Jesus, then we would be fellow-workers with the truth. 

I want to move on to a thought which runs alongside this in the first epistle, and that is our love for the brethren.  As I was thinking about the love of the truth, it kept coming before me that our love of the truth is expressed in our love for the brethren.  It should not be difficult to understand that the challenge for us is to show our love of God and to show our love of Christ in our love for the brethren.  So we have here that “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren”.  It would be a challenge to each one of us, and that is what I would trust would be the result of our time together.  Many things have been said in ministry as to this verse, and there are so many things that could be opened up as to this whole section, and it would be good to do so, but I simply wanted to test us as to our love for the brethren.  Over the past two days, we have had many references in connection with love for the brethren.  If we were to define them, they are “those who hear the word of God and do it”, Luke 8:21.  That is what the Lord Himself said.  So we have a clear definition, and I think the brethren are lovers of the truth.  That is the connection; they are lovers of the truth seen in Jesus.  That is what comes out in the gospels; those that hear the word and do it.  Well, that is what comes out here.  

I read the next verse, “let us not love with word, nor with tongue, but in deed and in truth”.  The Lord displayed everything “in deed and in truth”, and I thought that we should love the brethren, those who hear the word and do it, “in deed and in truth”.  The challenge is not just to say that we love the brethren, the challenge is not just to do things that display a love of the brethren.  I think it is the same thought as loving the truth, dear friends, that my whole thought process, my whole conversation would show forth this thought, that we know that we have passed from death to life because we love the brethren.  We have a great example; in verse 16 we have the standard set by the Lord Himself.  It is a high standard.  I have often been tested as to that, but He is not only a standard, but an Example, a Model.  Peter speaks of the Lord leaving us a model that we should follow in His steps (1 Pet.2:21).  Part of doing that is in our love of the brethren.  He has displayed that love; “Hereby we have known love, because he has laid down his life for us; and we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives”.  I would just challenge us all as to that, and challenge myself more than anyone here as to how this comes out in our lives.  The Lord speaks of someone seeing “his brother having need”.  The Spirit of God would point us to a brother in need, spiritually, physically, whatever it might be.  It might be a little thing, it might be small in our minds, but we are to show forth this love in deed and in truth; that is the test.  Peter speaks about “unfeigned brotherly love”, 1 Pet.1:22.  That is sincere, genuine brotherly love; that is what unfeigned means – sincere and genuine.  We can test ourselves as to the sincerity of our love displayed for the brethren, those who are lovers of the truth.

To connect all these thoughts together, we have the truth in Jesus.  We spoke from Ephesians about our love for Christ, and how we have the truth in Him.  But then we have those who are lovers of the truth.  We should test ourselves as to the strength of our love for the truth and also the reality of it as displayed in our walk.  If we love the truth, then we will love the brethren as those who are lovers of the truth.  The truth is one of the most widely touched on and discussed subjects in the Scriptures and in ministry.  There are so many ways we could think of this, but the impression I had and the challenge for me was that we need to be strengthened in our love of the truth; in doing so we would be strengthened in our love for the brethren and it would become fully manifest in our walk here.

May it be so for His name’s sake.

Address at Vancouver

8 August 2015

M. Holland

 


Scripture references

2 Thessalonians 2:7-15 (JND) [7] For the mystery of lawlessness already works; only [there is] he who restrains now until he be gone, [8] and then the lawless one shall be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus shall consume with the breath of his mouth, and shall annul by the appearing of his coming; [9] whose coming is according to the working of Satan in all power and signs and wonders of falsehood, [10] and in all deceit of unrighteousness to them that perish, because they have not received the love of the truth that they might be saved. [11] And for this reason God sends to them a working of error, that they should believe what is false, [12] that all might be judged who have not believed the truth, but have found pleasure in unrighteousness. [13] But we ought to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved of [the] Lord, that God has chosen you from [the] beginning to salvation in sanctification of [the] Spirit and belief of [the] truth: [14] whereto he has called you by our glad tidings, to [the] obtaining of [the] glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. [15] So then, brethren, stand firm, and hold fast the instructions which ye have been taught, whether by word or by our letter.

Ephesians 4:15-25 (JND) [15] but, holding the truth in love, we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ: [16] from whom the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply, according to [the] working in [its] measure of each one part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love. [17] This I say therefore, and testify in [the] Lord, that ye should no longer walk as [the rest of] the nations walk in [the] vanity of their mind, [18] being darkened in understanding, estranged from the life of God by reason of the ignorance which is in them, by reason of the hardness of their hearts, [19] who having cast off all feeling, have given themselves up to lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greedy unsatisfied lust. [20] But *ye* have not thus learnt the Christ, [21] if ye have heard him and been instructed in him according as [the] truth is in Jesus; [22] [namely] your having put off according to the former conversation the old man which corrupts itself according to the deceitful lusts; [23] and being renewed in the spirit of your mind; [24] and [your] having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness. [25] Wherefore, having put off falsehood, speak truth every one with his neighbour, because we are members one of another.

3 John 1:1-8 (JND) [1] The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth. [2] Beloved, I desire that in all things thou shouldest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospers. [3] For I rejoiced exceedingly when [the] brethren came and bore testimony to thy [holding fast the] truth, even as *thou* walkest in truth. [4] I have no greater joy than these things that I hear of my children walking in the truth. [5] Beloved, thou doest faithfully [in] whatever thou mayest have wrought towards the brethren and that strangers, [6] (who have witnessed of thy love before [the] assembly,) in setting forward whom on their journey worthily of God, thou wilt do well; [7] for for the name have they gone forth, taking nothing of those of the nations. [8] *We* therefore ought to receive such, that we may be fellow-workers with the truth.

1 John 3:14-18 (JND) [14] *We* know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love [his] brother abides in death. [15] Every one that hates his brother is a murderer, and ye know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. [16] Hereby we have known love, because *he* has laid down his life for us; and *we* ought for the brethren to lay down [our] lives. [17] But whoso may have the world's substance, and see his brother having need, and shut up his bowels from him, how abides the love of God in him? [18] Children, let us not love with word, nor with tongue, but in deed and in truth.

Deuteronomy 6:5 (JND) [5] and thou shalt love Jehovah thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength.

Deuteronomy 30:16 (JND) [16] in that I command thee this day to love Jehovah thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his ordinances, that thou mayest live and multiply, and that Jehovah thy God may bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it.

2 Thessalonians 3:5 (JND) [5] But the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patience of the Christ.

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

Colossians 2:9 (JND) [9] For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily;

John 14:6 (JND) [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me.

Ephesians 1:18 (JND) [18] being enlightened in the eyes of your heart, so that ye should know what is the hope of his calling, [and] what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

John 14:26 (JND) [26] but the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, *he* shall teach you all things, and will bring to your remembrance all the things which I have said to you.

Zechariah 4 (JND) [1] And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep. [2] And he said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I see, and behold, a lamp-stand all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and its seven lamps thereon, seven [lamps] and seven pipes to the lamps, which are upon the top thereof; [3] and two olive-trees beside it, one on the right of the bowl, and the other on the left of it. …

Luke 8:21 (JND) [21] But he answering said to them, My mother and my brethren are those who hear the word of God and do [it].

1 Peter 2:21 (JND) [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps:

1 Peter 1:22 (JND) [22] Having purified your souls by obedience to the truth to unfeigned brotherly love, love one another out of a pure heart fervently;



THE LOVE OF THE TRUTH


John 16:12,13;  Romans 8:1-6

I have a simple impression, dear brethren, as to the attractiveness of the truth.  The truth is not attractive to the natural man, nor can it ever be.  Men go to theology classes to study the Bible, to study Christianity, but they will never understand the truth using the mind of man.  Is the truth attractive to me?  I thought of the scripture today about buying the truth and selling it not (Prov.23:23).  The truth should mean something to us.  We expend something to gain it, and as we gain it, we will seek more of it, because it is endless in one sense, and the great thing is that it is all in Jesus; “as the truth is in Jesus”, Eph.4:21.  So every believer here who loves the Lord, and I am sure everyone here does, knows something of the truth, but it is a wonderful thing to understand and to seek to be built up in it.  As that happens, you are not turned aside, but you can walk in relation to the power that God gives you to understand the truth, that you may gain it so that you come out in the spirit and in the demeanour that is seen in the Lord Jesus.  Believers who are formed by the truth and seek to buy it in the language of the proverb come out in the spirit of the Lord Jesus in every action.  They come out in a different spirit.  Saul of Tarsus was “an insolent overbearing man” (1 Tim.1:13), but what he was naturally was broken down, and he became a man who was formed in the truth as to Christ and the assembly.  Think of what Paul was able to bring before those assemblies as to that truth.  He was a man who was formed in the characteristics of his Saviour, and I think the truth would do that.  But it would not do that to me, I say for myself anyway, if it is not something that I desire after, if it is not in my affections.  Someone said at the weekend, and it has affected me recently, that morally the love of the truth is the greatest thing that you can ever lay hold of.  Morally, the love of the truth is greater than the love of the saints.  That is not to say that you do not love the brethren, that is not what I mean at all, but loving the brethren is a consequence of loving the truth.

So you can see the standard of what is to exercise our hearts and exercise our minds under the hand of the Spirit of truth.  We would be formed in something of the character that was seen in the Lord Jesus as the One who is the truth.  He could say, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life”, John 14:6.  It was something that was exhibited in the Saviour.  My simple impression is that as I take on the truth and as I am exercised to make it my own, I should show the features which are pleasing to God here in testimony.  Our brother referred to this verse in prayer, “I have yet many things to say to you, but ye cannot bear them now.  But when he is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth”.  I do not think that a person who is not subject can be guided.  I think we need to be subject to understand and to be led into the truth.  It is a wonderful thing to live in this dispensation of the Spirit, the greatest dispensation that has ever been.  The Lord said in this passage, “ye cannot bear them now”, but as Christ has gone into glory and the Spirit has come here, the saints can take in and hold and retain something of the truth concerning a Man who is out of death, a Man who is in glory.  Think of the truth of resurrection!  I wonder if every one of us here down to the youngest has the truth of the resurrection of Christ in his or her heart.  How wonderful a truth it is, that a Man has ascended up into heaven, and the Spirit has come here, and He abides amongst the people of God.  He is here in the saints; that is another wonderful truth.  There are many things that are given to us, but it is good to search them out and to see the grace of God in what He has given to us.

You may have heard the gospel and be a believer, and you can say, I am justified.  Why not look into it and understand the extent of the truth of justification and see where you stand as justified in the presence of a holy, righteous, sin-hating God.  You can be in perfect liberty in the presence of God as if you have never sinned.  What a truth that is!  And then to see not only that you are justified, but that you are reconciled to God, that you are there for the divine pleasure.  How wonderful a matter that is!  These are truths that are given to us, but I wondered if, as buying the truth, it is something that I search for myself and seek out and it costs me something to do so.  As working through the exercises of the Roman epistle, I come in the knowledge of my soul to the end of what I am naturally in myself and I can be in liberty and in power, and with the help of the Spirit of God can understand the mind of God.  I say again, I will never understand the mind of God by natural thinking, but we have a divine resource within us to understand the meaning of “as the truth is in Jesus".  That is a very attractive thing to me, to understand the truth in Jesus.  That is something which is tangible.  It is something you can take account of in the blessed, lowly Saviour as He walked here as the One who was full of grace and truth, the One who conveyed every aspect of the truth in perfection to every man, woman and child who came to Him.  That is learning the truth in Jesus, to see how He brought it to bear in every situation which He came upon.  Satan came to tempt Him, but Satan had to leave Him.  There was the truth standing out in a Man who could say, “My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work”, John 4:34.  There was power in a dependent Man here in relation to the will of God; the truth is seen in Jesus.  That is an attractive thing for us as believers, to understand that as taking on the truth and desiring to buy it and hold it for ourselves, it helps us to be superior to the world, superior to the enemy and superior to every influence that would be exerted upon us.  We would not be legal, not hard, but coming to understand something of the character of who God is, and of the nature of God, and of what God’s heart is, of every attribute that He has displayed through the death, the burial, the resurrection and ascension of Christ, and the giving of the Holy Spirit.  Think of the divine giving in these things!  

These are truths that we must lay hold of, dear young brethren.  Lay hold of the bounty of what you have been brought into in Christianity.  It is not a meagre or small thing that you have been brought into, but it is wondrous, and it expands your heart as you go in for it.  As you understand one truth and see where you are in relation to it, and be adjusted in relation to that matter, God will open up another one.  The Spirit will give you something else for you to feed your heart and feed your soul upon.  I wish I understood it more.  I wish that as a younger man, I had gone in for these things.  We try trivial things, things that are a pleasure only for a time, and then we become dissatisfied and have to try something else, and become dissatisfied again.  Go in for the truth as it stands in relation to a Man who is in glory, and you will never be dissatisfied!  You will grow, and you will become a person who God can depend upon, a person who can stand in the testimony, someone who becomes a source of stability in your local gathering.  This is for young and old, for brothers and sisters alike.  This is not just for the older brothers who may take part in the meeting, it is for all of us, and it is something that is tangible.  And it is not just something that is written in Scripture, it is something that is in relation to a living Man who is glorified at the Father’s right hand in heaven.  The truth has come to us, not in weakness but in power in the Spirit of truth.  That is the character of the One who is speaking to us, and a very attractive matter it is.  It says here, “whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming”.  That shows the living character of what the Spirit is bringing at this very moment in time; “he will announce to you”.  Think of what is going on in heaven now.  The Spirit in that sense brings what is present in heaven right into this very day.  He knows what is needed in the testimony and He will bring the truth to bear upon it and He will help every one of us in relation to it.  If we move in relation to the truth we will all move in the same direction, and that is something that I take to myself, the need to stand in relation to that which can never break down and never fail; “as the truth is in Jesus”.

I read in Romans 8 because this attracted me.  I wondered whether as I experience the exercises of the epistle to the Romans, I come to see the great benefit of doing away with the flesh and living in the Spirit.  I have gone through the struggle of Romans 7, and I think we all struggle, but it is good to go through the exercises of Romans 7 and come to the end of it.  It is good to have that change in your soul, that sense of deliverance from what you are in yourself and then you are not relying on your own power, but you are relying on a power that is outside of yourself.  It is a wonderful thing to realise that you are not walking according to flesh but walking according to Spirit.  That would, I believe, mark persons who are walking according to the truth.  They are delivered from self; not now relying upon the weakness of what they are in the flesh.  There is no weakness in the Spirit of God, there is no weakness in divine Persons.  What a reliable resource and strength it is for the believer, as you walk in the power of the Spirit.  There is no weakness in what is available in the Spirit, and the truth is seen in it.  Such persons have made a step, we may say, in the steps of faith, they have come to something that they have worked out in their own souls and bought something for themselves.  The believer is buying something; you have made it your own.  You have stretched out and you have said, Right, I am going to work this matter out and I am going to come to an end of what I am.  As a brother said, speaking of Romans, when we work this matter out, we can go back to the experience.  If you have worked it out and you have come to it consciously in your soul, you can always come back to it as a landmark.  It is a great thing to come back to the stability of what is in divine Persons.  There is no stability in the flesh, there is no stability in me, but there is stability in the Saviour, there is stability in the Spirit, there is stability in God the Father.  

Let us lay hold of these things, see the great truths of Christianity and learn by these things.  Let us make them our own and not give them up, and what recompense will be yours.  You will be formed in your soul in relation to what the assembly is, you will be formed in your soul in relation to the dignity of what God does in your inwards, you will be formed in your soul in relation to the different aspects of the glory of the Saviour, the One who is the Head of the assembly, the One who is the Head of the body.  All these things are truth that we can be developed in the appreciation of, but we can only do it through the power of God’s Spirit, and we can only do it as we desire it.  Have I got enough affection for the truth to want to buy it?  Have I the desire to give something up, what is of myself and of nature, and of what belongs to this world which is going to come to an end?  Lay hold of the truth; it is going on and shall never end!  May the Lord bless the word.

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth

D. Spinks

20 October 2015

 


Scripture references

John 16:12-13 (JND) [12] I have yet many things to say to you, but ye cannot bear them now. [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming.

Romans 8:1-6 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, [4] in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit. [5] For they that are according to flesh mind the things of the flesh; and they that are according to Spirit, the things of the Spirit. [6] For the mind of the flesh [is] death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace.

Proverbs 23:23 (JND) [23] Buy the truth, and sell it not; wisdom, and instruction, and intelligence.

Ephesians 4:21 (JND) [21] if ye have heard him and been instructed in him according as [the] truth is in Jesus;

1 Timothy 1:13 (JND) [13] who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing [man]: but mercy was shewn me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief.

John 14:6 (JND) [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me.

John 4:34 (JND) [34] Jesus says to them, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …



KEEPING THE LIGHT BURNING


Matthew 25:1-7;  Revelation 19:7,8

We sang in our hymn, ‘Let not our light be burning dim’ (Hymn 182).  That is a great challenge to us, because the trials of life affect us.  We get accustomed to working things out in a routine way and there can perhaps be a lack of vitality.  Our brother has been bringing before us the attractiveness of the Lord Jesus as the One who has gone into death.  There is nothing like occupation with that glorious One to bring life into the soul.

This scripture speaks of these ten virgins with their torches, and “the bridegroom tarrying, they all grew heavy and slept”.  We are in the waiting time.  There is a danger of being overcome by slumber, allowing things to slip, our affections not so living as they should be.  But there has been the cry “Behold, the bridegroom”.  That cry went out, we might say, at the beginning of the recovery in which we have our part.  It is still going out; let us be refreshed as we hear it; “Behold, the bridegroom”.  It is not just His coming as an event.  The Spirit has been bringing before us the Lord Jesus Himself.  If we are waiting on prophetic events, we will grow heavy and we will start to sleep, but this cry has gone out.  As we are attracted, we, like these virgins, should be trimming our torches.

There is a great need, at the present moment, for trimming our torches.  There might be something that is dimming our light, but when we hear this cry, the first thing we do is that we trim our torches.  That is, you would take away whatever is dimming your light.  And then there is something very important regarding our vessels.  There is a Man in heaven, Jesus, seated at the right hand of God, He is enthroned there.  He has been into death, but He has broken the power of death, He has come out victorious, He has risen and He has been glorified.  It is from heaven that this call has gone out by the Spirit, but not only that, there is oil in five of the vessels.  I do not want to speak about the foolish virgins, but every believer should be among the prudent ones.  Every true believer has the Spirit of God.  You could not really be a believer without having the Spirit, and we are to allow the Spirit full room, so that there might be this shining out.  There are persons whose lights are not shining, but as having had to do with the Lord Jesus, having received the gift of the Spirit, each one of us has the wherewithal for our light to be shining brightly.  ‘Let not our light be burning dim’.  What is going to encourage us on that way?  “Behold the bridegroom”, the Person.  It brings out bridal affection; that is, that there is nothing that would come between you and the Lord.

Revelation speaks of that “fine linen, bright and pure;” which is “the righteousnesses of the saints”.  One of the moral features of the Lord Jesus is that He “loved righteousness and hast hated lawlessness”, Heb.1:9.  That feature is being worked out currently in believers and will come into display.  Every stitch in that garment is being worked out, “the righteousnesses of the saints”.  It is not going to be on display just yet.  Let us judge everything, whether in our personal lives, or in our households or our local meetings, according to what is said of the Lord: He “loved righteousness and hast hated lawlessness”.  That is what will maintain us and it goes into the making of this garment; “the righteousnesses of the saints”.  You might not have thought too much of that little act of care of a sister, or a brother – that is part of the righteousnesses of the saints.  Someone perhaps stood firm in an exercise regarding their employment – that is part of the righteousnesses of the saints.  Christ has the first place; our lives are governed by what affects Him and what a wonderful matter it is that each act of righteousness is not going to be missed.  It speaks in Psalm 45 of the “raiment of embroidery” (v.14); every stitch is important.

Let our hearts be encouraged therefore to see what will come out in the assembly, in the Lamb’s wife, as a result of her affections for her Husband.  The affections of a wife are in relation to her husband.  It has been worked out in every act of faithfulness to Him; there is this answer to Christ.  May our hearts be encouraged, because these things are very precious.  Our occupation is to be the Lord Jesus.  The Lamb is the One who has suffered, and His wife has come through the time of suffering.  These righteousnesses of the saints are worked out in this time of suffering, in our everyday lives.  May our hearts be encouraged, for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth

11 November 2014

A.G. Mair

 


Scripture references

Matthew 25:1-7 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; [4] but the prudent took oil in their vessels with their torches. [5] Now the bridegroom tarrying, they all grew heavy and slept. [6] But in [the] middle of [the] night there was a cry, Behold, the bridegroom; go forth to meet him. [7] Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their torches.

Revelation 19:7-8 (JND) [7] Let us rejoice and exult, and give him glory; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready. [8] And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright [and] pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

Hebrews 1:9 (JND) [9] Thou hast loved righteousness and hast hated lawlessness; therefore God, thy God, has anointed thee with oil of gladness above thy companions.

Psalms 45 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. An instruction; a song of the Beloved.} My heart is welling forth [with] a good matter: I say what I have composed touching the king. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. [2] Thou art fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. [3] Gird thy sword upon [thy] thigh, O mighty one, [in] thy majesty and thy splendour; …



EDITOR’S NOTE


Since taking on the task of editing and publishing Notes of Ministry over two years ago, I have been indebted to my local brother G Allan Brown for assisting me with revision of ministry thought suitable for publication.  Looking back, it was remiss of me not to have made known to readers of the Notes Allan’s valuable service in their revision by acknowledging it, and I would like to thank him for his careful and wise counsel.

Alongside that, the time has come to share the responsibility of editing and publishing the Notes.  Our brother Paul Martin has felt led by the Lord to take on this service with me, for which I am most thankful.  We will continue to be supported in this task by Allan Brown, and by the many sisters whose support in typing recordings of ministry is so vitally important.  I do trust that we will have your support and prayers in this service, prayers for which I have been very thankful over the past two years and more.  The Notes go to believers in the Lord Jesus across the world, from the Himalayas to South America, and my prayer is that God’s blessing may be experienced by all who read them.

John A. Brown

Edited and Published by John Brown and Paul Martin

36 Laverock Park, Linlithgow EH49 6AT

email notesofministry@virginmedia.com

Printed by Crystal Print, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ Tel: 01277 650 661


Notes


	[←1]
	 See e.g. F.E. Raven Vol.5 p.247




F.E. Raven Vol.1 p.307

	[←2]
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