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LAMENTATION AND DEPTH

T. L. Waite 

2 Samuel 1: 17, 18, 24 (to “over Saul”), 26 (to “Jonathan”); 2 Chronicles 35: 24, 25; Lamentations 3: 21–24; Acts 8: 2 

What I am thinking of, beloved brethren, in these scriptures will be pretty clear; it is the matter of lamentation. I find that what has marked me much is what is superficial and insensitive in the things of God, whether in my home life or amongst the brethren; areas that should draw out depth. All this bears on our conduct in relation to the house of God. In saying that I have been superficial it may not be going too far to suggest that others maybe feel the same. It is still worse if I have been superficial and do not realize it. I think superficiality is one of our greatest enemies. In Ephesians Paul speaks of breadth and length and then depth and height. I may know a few things, I may know the Scriptures and the teaching, I may have been in the area of it for a long time: I may know the breadth and length and may know something about the height, but I may be very defective in depth. But I cannot really touch the height genuinely unless there is an underlying quality in depth. 

Each of these scriptures bears on lamentation. Someone might say, Are we going to have a gloomy word? We are not; a Christian’s life is not gloomy, nothing of the kind, but lamentation is something that should enter into all our lives if we are to reach anything other than what is superficial. 

Perhaps I may just refer to our coastline here and all the wrecks that have littered it; the New Zealand coast is known for that; shipwrecks are everywhere. The spiritual coast is covered with shipwrecks; persons have made shipwreck and some do not even know they are stranded; they are proud so that they cannot be helped. How did they get there? Well, we have to look at each wreck, and it is right to review a disaster, and we have had to do this. 

One thing that bears upon lamentation is that grief can be of two kinds; there is the grief that just works death, the sorrow of the world; it just brings persons into bitterness, complaint, and hopelessness. But grief according to God works repentance. Lamentation seems to bear not only on grief but the matter of being rightly able to assess matters in a feeling, sensitive, and powerful way. Lamentations in the Scripture, written by men of God, bore upon the quality of what was coming out of the sorrow that was of God. 

We know something of the history of Saul, his departure from the word of God, his opposition to the man God had raised up, and his murderous spirit, and then his final overthrow. Then we have the man of God’s choice, David. Even with him there was failure, but there was a spirit in him that comes out in this lamentation that was worthy of God. So it is recorded, and it was to be rehearsed in Israel. What comes out in it, in spite of Saul’s ruin, is a valuation of what was of God. So David says to the daughters of Israel, “Weep over Saul”. I wonder how much we have wept over things, over the disasters that have been in our midst, and which we have come through—if we have. I believe that what underlay the prosperity that came out in David’s reign was the quality of manhood, for I believe that as a man he was greater than Solomon. Solomon had a certain outward glory, and David said to Solomon, “Be a man”. David was 

a man, a man of God, and in spite of all that happened in his history he knew how to assess things before God. He was a man who was constantly repenting, getting himself right, and he comes out clearly as a man after God’s own heart. 

He says, “Weep over Saul”. You may say, Well, Saul deserved what came, but David did not say that, he says, Weep over him. I wonder, beloved, how much we have wept. You might say you look to see the overthrow of certain things, you might look for the overthrow of persons. If that happened would we weep about it or would we rejoice in it? Would we rejoice if somebody that had been at enmity with us was overturned? The spirit of this lamentation is not like that—this is another kind of man; it is not man according to the flesh at all. David sets out a beautiful line in lamentation. Then you see the discrimination with him too, as he speaks of Jonathan he says, “I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan”. What do we say, beloved brethren, in the presence of things like this? We might say that it serves a person right, and forget about it. But we cannot forget about things that are happening and have happened; we have to be with God and there are to be tears in relation to these things. 

This is the only way in which we can rightly approach them, and the only way we shall get through to depth in our souls. 

The next verse we read relates to Josiah. This is not a great shameful public exposure as with Saul. Josiah started off rightly with God at eight years old, and then we are told what happened in his twenty-sixth year and so on; we get different dates, and then he died at the age of thirty-nine, only a young man really, but his history was remarkable. God brought about a revival of the Passover in his reign, this is a basic matter and since the time of Samuel there had 

been nothing like it, though Israel was about to go into captivity, and we get the lamentation that he had died. There had been a certain departure; he had made an error, good man as he had been. Right through that short reign everything had been beautifully done, and he executed God’s will wonderfully, then he began to interfere with a matter that was not his, and the word of God comes in. Now, I say this, it may even be the lot of someone here. I may be involved in something that is not right, and God may be speaking through a most unusual quarter. Do not worry wherever the word may come from, if it is the word of God it will reach its mark. I do not think Josiah had any doubt about it, but he went right against the word of God at this point. Now I would say as to this that should any of us go against the word of God, knowing that it has been the word of God, it is suicidal. That is just what happened—Josiah was slain by Necho the king of Egypt. You might say, Well, how could he have the word of God? But God brought it about that way; it is with God as to how it comes in, and if I get into a wrong condition, or if I act as Josiah did at this point and go against the word of God, it will overthrow me. I say that by way of tender warning, that we have to observe the word, wherever it comes from, and whoever it comes through; if it is God’s word I must recognise and heed it. 

So you get this lamentation. I am quite sure that the lamentation would be largely about what had been in Josiah’s life. I do not think there would have been much in it about the departure at the close, serious though it was. There had been a lifetime that was so pleasurable to God and the recovery brought about was so excellent that the lamentation would dwell on that. It says, “Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah”. 

Jeremiah’s lamentations are magnificent, and you can count on it that what Jeremiah lamented for Josiah would be according to the mind of God. So we in sorrows and disasters that come in can get through to God’s mind and what He is saying in it, and what He has valued. It may be in a person; whatever may have come in, and whatever may have deflected them, can we value what has been of God? So this lamentation is to be carried forward; the singing men and singing women spoke of Josiah and it says they lamented “to this day”; so there was something very beautiful that was carried through, even though Israel went into captivity, and God always carries through what has been of quality. There was a quality and a depth in this lamentation, and it was worthy of God. 

Now when we come to the lamentations of Jeremiah I think there is something that runs parallel with the exercises of Romans 7 that we really need to go through if we are to arrive at divine thoughts, to get through to settled peace and a substantial base in our souls. You can see things that come in at times and you look at them, and some of them you could just say are high things, high thoughts, ever so firmly pursued perhaps, but are they in the grace of Christ? Are they according to the spirit that He is working out through discipline? “The spirits of just men made perfect”; is that what is marking my spirit? Am I getting through to a quality and an underlying depth that is worthy of God? or do I maintain a certain superficiality? I am not laying this upon anybody; you and I know whether it applies to us. 

Well, this book refers to depth; it finishes on an almost hopeless note, but as you read through it you can see the point of it, the quality that is coming out that could not have been produced any other way. The man here was going through depth, it speaks of the wormwood, the gall, and so on (Lamentations 3: 19), and then he says, “It is of Jehovah’s 

loving-kindness”. I would like to say this, beloved; I do not know very much, but 1 can see that this could be one of the issues in many places; it is a question of whether we are really getting through. I referred to shipwrecks; if I come up through a shipwreck and get ashore, if I really come ashore I should come ashore with a thanksgiving, with a sense of mercy that God has preserved me when maybe others have been lost. And now how can I turn round and accuse another shipwrecked person just coming ashore? Now am I getting through to things like this, am I getting through in the mercy of God? Am I tracing that if I am here today it rests not upon anything that I have done, any attainment or performance on my part at all, but purely upon the mercy and the loving-kindness of God, as it says here, “It is of Jehovah’s loving-kindness”? You see, there is no other ground we can stand on; if anyone is standing on any other ground it is going to come down. We see wrecks all round the place, persons who have not maintained faith and a good conscience; that is one of the reasons why persons make shipwreck. Why have I not been consumed, or you? We are here today, thank God, on account of Jehovah’s loving-kindness, that is the only ground I can stand on, “the sure mercies of David”. 

“It is of Jehovah’s loving-kindness that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not; they are new every morning”. They have maintained us in our souls and only in this way can we get through. They are fresh and new, they come into our souls every day and we are to be bathed in them. This whole chapter is very beautiful—indeed the whole book—and we want to spend our time here so that we can get through to depth and be delivered from superficiality. 

Now in the last scripture we have the death of Stephen, a remarkable matter. He was a young man, and was not an apostle. He qualified in deacon service, that is, he was prepared to do the most menial and lowly thing. There was a murmuring amongst the widows and he and six others were put over the serving of tables, a menial and very difficult matter with persons murmuring about the way they had been treated. They said they had been overlooked—persons maintaining their own line, and how they had been treated; everything for them centred round themselves. Stephen and the other six are set over the matter and the word of God goes on; there is not a word more said about the murmuring. He was able, and the others with him, to meet it—these seven men, well reported of, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom. Stephen proceeds in power as the others also do apparently—we get Philip, at least, named again and the seven are mentioned later in Acts 21: 8. Stephen purchases to himself a good degree; he was a deacon who qualified and did the work of the Lord well, and in his final service he is before these persons whom he convicts, and he loses his life. You might say that comparatively young life was attuned in every way to God; displaying what God looks for in a man; morally he was like Jesus, and portrays the kind of life, the kind of manhood, that the Lord desires to reach in us all. He sets out something in his path that we too in our measure are to reach so as to be a model of the believers. Stephen was a model. You say, ‘Well, think of that life being lost. Why did God allow it?’ So readily we say, Why has God allowed this circumstance? God knows what He is doing, and I do not doubt that this has been repeated many times, first in the early martyrs of the dispensation. 

But out of this there is a lamentation. I would like to have heard it and we can be assured 

it was a marvellous matter. It says, “great lamentation” was made. It is another lamentation which comes out of a most sorrowful matter, and an apparently hopeless situation, and yet it meant a turning point in the testimony, and I think it was probably the point where God began to turn to the Gentiles, and this meant our blessing. You just get a glimpse of the marvellous ways of God; we cannot question His ways, and who would want to? Let us not question His ways but let us justify Him in all that He does. I think that line of things is set out here. God allowing Stephen to be slain, allowing Saul to see it, allowing for a moment the ravaging to go on; then the man who was ravaging the assembly is brought down and becomes one of the greatest vessels of testimony for God. So we get a glimpse of the glory of what God is doing, and He is doing it in a day of departure and a day of ruin, a day of apostasy. I believe that this matter of lamentation would bring about depth in our souls, would help us to justify God in all that He does in His ways. His ways that are past finding out, and it would deliver us from superficiality. I believe it is one of the things that the Lord would draw attention to so that depth is developed with us, giving an underlying basis so that we can proceed in power in His testimony. 

Now that goes along with joy; it says, “They that sow in tears shall reap with rejoicing”, Psalm 126: 5. It is one of His promises and Paul writes to Timothy—and we are in 2 Timothy days now—“remembering thy tears” (2 Timothy 1: 4); they were tears in relation to God’s testimony, tears in relation to what had come into the Christian profession, and in relation to what God was looking for. Timothy reached through to something very fine, and we can reach it too, and I believe it must be along the line of lamentation. There is joy beyond the lamentation but we cannot reach it 

except by this way. I believe we must go through things feelingly, and unless we reach them through depth we do not reach them at all. We have seen persons in the testimony, and some of our older brethren have seen more than I, who looked like great stately ships, they were prominent amongst the brethren, and yet we have seen them make shipwreck. Well, what will save us is that we are drawing daily from God, allowing His loving kindness to come into our souls. It says His foundation is in the mountains of holiness (Psalm 87: 1), and we want to see, beloved brethren, that our foundations are right. I suggest to the beloved brethren and commend it to them that we will reach that along the line of sorrow according to God, going through things with Him, in His presence, and not allowing superficiality to overthrow us and bring in ruin. 

I tremble lest this kind of thing should still be amongst us. You see, I may thoroughly condemn a thing on the one hand and yet be building it up on the other. May God preserve us all, and may we go through together on the line of what is according to Himself in the spirit of lowliness and meekness, and may the brotherly covenant, the brotherly spirit, be maintained among us. God can only support us as we are going through things feelingly with Him. You think of things that have happened in this country. Have we been through them with God, and traced through what is to be learnt in them, and have we felt things according to Him? I just commend this as feeling myself very shallow in it, but may He help us as we approach matters feelingly and dependently in His presence, taking everything there and looking at everything there. Thus we shall acquire depth and there will be something fragrant come out in our lives. May it be so, and may we all be encouraged and helped to reach through to this for His name’s sake. 

Substance of address in Auckland, N.Z.
21 May 1983 

 


Scripture references

2 Samuel 1:17-24 (JND) [17] And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his son; [18] and he bade them teach the children of Judah [the song of] the bow. Behold, it is written in the book of Jasher: [19] The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places: how are the mighty fallen! [20] Tell [it] not in Gath, carry not the tidings in the streets of Ashkelon; Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph. [21] Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, no rain upon you, nor fields of heave-offerings! For there the shield of the mighty was vilely cast away, The shield of Saul, [as] not anointed with oil. [22] From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, The bow of Jonathan turned not back, And the sword of Saul returned not empty. [23] Saul and Jonathan, beloved and pleasant in their lives, Even in their death were not divided; They were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions. [24] Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in scarlet with splendour, Who put ornaments of gold upon your apparel.

2 Chronicles 35:24-25 (JND) [24] And his servants took him out from the chariot, and put him in the second chariot that he had, and brought him to Jerusalem. And he died, and was buried in the sepulchres of his fathers. And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. [25] And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah; and all the singing men and singing women spoke of Josiah in their lamentations to this day; and they made them an ordinance for Israel. And behold, they are written in the lamentations.

Lamentations 3:21-24 (JND) [21] This I recall to heart, therefore have I hope. [22] It is of Jehovah's loving-kindness we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not; [23] they are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. [24] Jehovah is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him.

Acts 8:2 (JND) [2] And pious men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Lamentations 3:19 (JND) [19] Remember thou mine affliction and my wandering, the wormwood and the gall.

Acts 21:8 (JND) [8] And leaving on the morrow, we came to Caesarea; and entering into the house of Philip the evangelist, who was of the seven, we abode with him.

Psalms 126:5 (JND) [5] They that sow in tears shall reap with rejoicing:

2 Timothy 1:4 (JND) [4] earnestly desiring to see thee, remembering thy tears, that I may be filled with joy;

Psalms 87:1 (JND) [1] {Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm. A Song.} His foundation is in the mountains of holiness.



SOWING AND REAPING

A. M. Davidson 

Galatians 6: 7, 8; Genesis 26: 12–22; Philippians 4: 4–8 

I thought, beloved brethren, that we might together look at the matter of what we are sowing to. We are to ask ourselves whether we are sowing to the flesh in our lives or whether we are sowing to the Spirit. 

If we are sowing to the flesh it means that we are more and more being led to corruption. 

Think of the corruption that men go on with in their activities. We would do well to be free and apart from this. It says in the first scripture that whatsoever a man sows will come out in what he reaps. If he sows to, and nurtures, what caters for the flesh and fleshly gratification what will be reaped will be corruption from the workings of the same flesh. 

If we sow to the Spirit we shall be led to the enjoyment of eternal life in what we reap. The great thing is to reap in this sense and thereby get into an out-of-the-world and heavenly order and condition of things which is available to be enjoyed by all who belong to the assembly. It necessitates inward formation by the work of the Spirit in us that we might enjoy such a life in our inward beings, with the result being seen outwardly in our lives. All must work out from what we are inwardly if such a life is outwardly to mark us. 

Philistines, as referred to in the second scripture read, would point to those who have no 

inwardness at all in the sense of what we have been talking about. They are always on the line of outward religious show and display. It refers to a form of outward religion that was seen in the scribes and Pharisees when the Lord was here. That is just what the Philistines were—big men, with what is of man in evidence instead of what is of Christ. 

Isaac typifies a heavenly man and as he sowed in that land he became greater and greater spiritually—this being typical of the growth of the work of God in us as we make way for the Spirit’s work within us. In his case it says that he became “very great”. He came to have great substance, and we are similarly to acquire spiritual substantiality, with that giving colour to, and marking, us, rather than what we are after the flesh. If we sow to the flesh the fruits of the flesh will more and more come into expression in our lives. 

There are spiritual wells, energising truths that have come down to us in the recovery of the truth and we need to make room for the Spirit that we might come into the living enjoyment of such truths by sowing to Him, instead of to our own fleshly comfort and gratification. The great thing is to get to know the Spirit so as to get into the enjoyment of what was enjoyed in the days of our fathers in the testimony. In these last days this has been largely blocked through the way that Philistines have hindered the working of the Spirit. The Philistine line hinders the activities of the Spirit through the bringing in of what is of man who is merely of the dust (1 Corinthians 15: 47). If we resist the Philistines they finally go away from us, but the great thing is to persist in sowing to the Spirit. Evidently Isaac did that and he more and more came into the 

enjoyment of what had been earlier lost. That is what we need to do, getting into the substantiality of the things that have come out in the recovery of the truth, at the same time verifying what their names are and calling them by the same names. Isaac typically came into the great substance that has been made available to us. 

It says here that Isaac’s servants found a well of springing water. It is like what is referred to in John 4 where the Lord says that “the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life”. We thus need to become persons who have plenty of heavenly spring, such a well as is referred to here being a necessity to give it to us. 

When you meet persons in the street who have this spring you speak to them as to the things of Christ and this spring comes out in them as having been provoked by what you say, making their faces shine. Philistines could not do this. If you spoke to them at all you would only learn about the affairs of this life, or the pleasures and gratifications of this life. We, however, are to be those who bring in something of another kind of life altogether—eternal life. So, in spite of opposition, we are to go on in our souls to Rehoboth, where the Lord makes room for us in our assembly activities and we become fruitful.

That is why I read the last scripture, which refers to how we are to be always rejoicing in the Lord. It is a great thing to have this about us, our gentleness being known of all men at the same time. We get to be known as those who are near to the Lord, who are careful about nothing, as being continually in prayer and supplication. Paul refers here to “the peace of God, which surpasses every understanding”. Do we know anything about this peace, in the midst of the turmoil of this life? We were talking about peace in our recent 

meetings, and this is a heavenly peace that surpasses all natural understanding. It is among the things in 1 Corinthians 2 that the natural ear, eye and heart can never discern. Our hearts and thoughts are to be guarded by this peace by Christ Jesus. We need to pursue the things that are true, noble, just, pure, amiable and of good report. To think continuously on these is the life of the heavenly man, the life of a heavenly Philippian. The effect of that will mark us in our lives, coming out in all circumstances. It is clear that we thus belong to another order of things. According to Colossians 3, when Christ finally appears it will then be manifested where our lives have really been. Persons might say to us, ‘Whatever kind of life do you live?’, but when the Christ is manifested, who is our life, then we shall also be manifested with Him in glory. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Melbourne
19 June 1984 

 


Scripture references

Galatians 6:7-8 (JND) [7] Be not deceived: God is not mocked; for whatever a man shall sow, that also shall he reap. [8] For he that sows to his own flesh, shall reap corruption from the flesh; but he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life:

Genesis 26:12-22 (JND) [12] And Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year a hundredfold; and Jehovah blessed him. [13] And the man became great, and he became continually greater, until he was very great. [14] And he had possessions of flocks, and possessions of herds, and a great number of servants; and the Philistines envied him. [15] And all the wells that his father's servants had dug in the days of Abraham his father, the Philistines stopped them and filled them with earth. [16] And Abimelech said to Isaac, Go from us; for thou art become much mightier than we. [17] And Isaac departed thence, and pitched his camp in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt there. [18] And Isaac dug again the wells of water that they had dug in the days of Abraham his father, and that the Philistines had stopped after the death of Abraham; and he called their names after the names by which his father had called them. [19] And Isaac's servants dug in the valley, and found there a well of springing water. [20] But the shepherds of Gerar strove with Isaac's shepherds, saying, The water is ours. And he called the name of the well Esek, because they had quarrelled with him. [21] And they dug another well, and they strove for that also; and he called the name of it Sitnah. [22] And he removed thence and dug another well; and they did not strive for that. And he called the name of it Rehoboth, and said, For now Jehovah has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.

Philippians 4:4-8 (JND) [4] Rejoice in [the] Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice. [5] Let your gentleness be known of all men. The Lord [is] near. [6] Be careful about nothing; but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; [7] and the peace of God, which surpasses every understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts by Christ Jesus. [8] For the rest, brethren, whatsoever things [are] true, whatsoever things [are] noble, whatsoever things [are] just, whatsoever things [are] pure, whatsoever things [are] amiable, whatsoever things [are] of good report; if [there be] any virtue and if any praise, think on these things.

1 Corinthians 15:47 (JND) [47] the first man out of [the] earth, made of dust; the second man, out of heaven.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

1 Corinthians 2 (JND) [1] And *I*, when I came to you, brethren, came not in excellency of word, or wisdom, announcing to you the testimony of God. [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified. [3] And *I* was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling; …

Colossians 3 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. …



PERSONS WHO ARE BLESSED

J. Renton 

Isaiah 30: 18; 32: 20 

Certain persons throughout Scripture are said to be blessed. The Lord Himself in Matthew 5 

spoke of such, beginning with “Blessed are the poor in spirit”. Persons who are blessed would be those whom the Lord is pleased with, who have His approval; we would desire to be among them. Psalm 2 says, “Blessed are all who have their trust in him” (Psalm 2: 12) That is very simple, but very blessed, consistently to have our trust in Him. We were noticing recently that the Ephesians began by trusting in 

the Lord Jesus (Ephesians 1: 13), which is a sound foundation in the soul on which to rest and grow in the knowledge of God. The last verse of Psalm 2 says, “Kiss the Son”, which refers to the time when every nation will have to pay tribute to the Lord Jesus in His pre-eminence in the world to come, but the last words are, “Blessed are all who have their trust in him”, which has its application at the present moment, a time of faith. It will not be a time of faith when the Lord establishes the kingdom publicly, it will be a time of sight and of universal recognition of His lordship; but now is the time of faith, so that young people here, and all of us, can begin and be consistent in our trust in Him, not trusting in man, but just trusting in the Lord Jesus.

In Isaiah 30 it says, “blessed are all they that wait for him”. This is a very fine section of Isaiah which begins in chapter 30 and ends in chapter 32. It is spoken to a rebellious people but the prophet commends waiting for Him. We are in a waiting time, waiting for the Lord Jesus to come, and the waiting time is very valuable because it is a time in which we grow, a time in which we gain knowledge of God. The Lord is waiting Himself. Paul speaks about the patience of the Christ (2 Thessalonians 3: 5). The Lord is patiently waiting and it becomes us to wait for Him; wait expectantly, every day looking for Him. That would adjust our committals and our dealings on this earth. Then we need to wait for Him to come into matters which cause concern and difficulty. This attitude is very pleasing to the Lord. It is a blessed attitude. Paul refers in Romans 4: 6 to David describing the blessedness of a man. There is a blessedness attached to certain attitudes on our part. 

It says in verse 15 of Isaiah 30, “For thus saith the Lord Jehovah, the Holy One of Israel—In returning and rest shall ye be saved”. We would like to preach that gospel to persons who need to return to honour the Lord, to return to those who desire to walk in the truth. “In quietness and confidence shall be your strength”. May every one of us desire to have this attitude. We tend to be agitated, but this is the blessed state described here of those who trust in Him. Verse 18 says, “And therefore will Jehovah wait, that he may be gracious unto you”. 

The Lord is waiting to be gracious to us, just to show His grace to any one who is returning and is in rest and quietness and confidence. “And therefore will Jehovah wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he lift himself up, that he may have mercy upon you”. 

We can experience something of this in returning and resting. This is a fine expression— 

“therefore will he lift himself up, that he may have mercy upon you ... blessed are all they that wait for him”. 

This verse in Isaiah 32 comes in at the very end of this section. Isaiah 32: 1 brings in “a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment”, which describes the blessedness of the world to come about to be introduced, but the last verse says, “Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters”. 

Our brother has spoken of the importance of sowing. We are all sowing some kind of seed which will have its fruit. Perhaps in years hence we may regret what we sowed, because we will be sure to reap a crop according to what we have sown. Sow what is good beside all waters. Take advantage of every suitable opportunity. Galatians speaks of sowing to the Spirit (Galatians 6: 8), that would mean sowing in such a way that there would be a spiritual result. The fruit of the Spirit is spoken of in that epistle. Let us take advantage of every opportunity, whether it be in the glad tidings, the 

reading of the Scriptures, reading ministry, or taking time to consider the things of God—

“Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters, that send forth the feet of the ox and the ass”. The ox has a steady, patient, reliable and consistent tread. In undertaking any labour the ox is dependable. How much that is needed in our local settings—dependability, steadiness, stability—the feet of the ox. Then the ass is the burden bearer. There are burdens to bear in our localities. The ass is the willing burden bearer, a domesticated, noble, useful animal. We need both the steadiness and reliability of the ox, and the willingness to carry and take responsibility in burdens that need to be carried. This has a blessedness attached to it. 

May we be encouraged to take on this blessed occupation that the Lord would approve of and that God could find pleasure in, that there may be fruit for God, and we would thus have our own happy, satisfying portion. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Melbourne
19 June 1984




Scripture references

Isaiah 30:18 (JND) [18] And therefore will Jehovah wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he lift himself up, that he may have mercy upon you; for Jehovah is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him.

Isaiah 32:20 (JND) [20] Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters, that send forth the feet of the ox and the ass.

Matthew 5 (JND) [1] But seeing the crowds, he went up into the mountain, and having sat down, his disciples came to him; [2] and, having opened his mouth, he taught them, saying, [3] Blessed [are] the poor in spirit, for *theirs* is the kingdom of the heavens. …

Psalms 2 (JND) [1] Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation, and [why] do the peoples meditate a vain thing? [2] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed: [3] Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their cords from us! …

Psalms 2:12 (JND) [12] Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish in the way, though his anger burn but a little. Blessed are all who have their trust in him.

Ephesians 1:13 (JND) [13] in whom *ye* also [have trusted], having heard the word of the truth, the glad tidings of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, ye have been sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,

Psalms 2 (JND) [1] Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation, and [why] do the peoples meditate a vain thing? [2] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed: [3] Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their cords from us! …

Isaiah 30 (JND) [1] Woe to the rebellious children, saith Jehovah, who take counsel, but not of me, and who make leagues, but not by my Spirit, that they may heap sin upon sin; [2] who walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked of my mouth, to take refuge under the protection of Pharaoh, and trust in the shadow of Egypt! [3] For to you the protection of Pharaoh shall be a shame, and the trust in the shadow of Egypt a confusion. …

2 Thessalonians 3:5 (JND) [5] But the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patience of the Christ.

Romans 4:6 (JND) [6] Even as David also declares the blessedness of the man to whom God reckons righteousness without works:

Isaiah 30 (JND) [1] Woe to the rebellious children, saith Jehovah, who take counsel, but not of me, and who make leagues, but not by my Spirit, that they may heap sin upon sin; [2] who walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked of my mouth, to take refuge under the protection of Pharaoh, and trust in the shadow of Egypt! [3] For to you the protection of Pharaoh shall be a shame, and the trust in the shadow of Egypt a confusion. …

Isaiah 32 (JND) [1] Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment. [2] And a man shall be as a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the storm; as brooks of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land. [3] And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken; …

Isaiah 32:1 (JND) [1] Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment.

Galatians 6:8 (JND) [8] For he that sows to his own flesh, shall reap corruption from the flesh; but he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life:



HEAVEN’S JOY





Composed by a sister who wishes to be anonymous 

What joy it will be to see Jesus at last 

When the journey is ended, the wilderness past; 

To gaze on Himself, and to hear His blest voice, 

Whose love, so well known, makes our hearts to rejoice. 

To join with the myriads surrounding the throne, 

Crying, ‘Worthy the Lamb who for sins did atone; 

For He has redeemed us to God by His blood, 

And made us a kingdom, and priests to His God’. 

And what will Thy joy be, Lord Jesus, to see Thy church all complete, and in glory with Thee? The one whom Thou lovest, for whom Thou hast died, Presented all-glorious and spotless—Thy bride. 

 


THE LAST WORDS OF J. G. BELLETT

Sadly altered was the poor worn-out body, pillowed in an easy chair, but his spirit rejoicing in his much-loved Lord. 

He said, ‘Two months ago, when I felt this sickness was unto death, I asked Him to reveal Himself to me in increased loveliness and nearness. He did. He filled me with Himself. I know the blood has done its blessed, blessed work for my soul; it is His love, His beauty, His perfection, that fill my heart and vision’. 

He then spoke of feeling a little better that day, ‘But ah! that is no pleasure to me’. Then, clasping his dear, thin hands together, he said, while tears flowed down his face, ‘My precious Lord Jesus, Thou knowest how fully’ can say with Paul, ‘To depart and be with Thee is far better!’ I do long for it! They come and talk to me of a crown of glory—I bid them cease; of the glory of the heaven—I bid them stop. I am not wanting crowns—I have Himself! Himself! I am going to be with Himself! Ah! with the Man of Sychar; with Him who stayed to call Zacchaeus; with the Man of the eighth of John; with the Man who hung upon the cross; with the Man who died! Oh, to be with Him before the glories, the crowns, or the kingdom appear! It is wonderful—wonderful! with the Man of Sychar alone; the Man of the gate of the city of Nain! And I am going to be with Him for ever! exchange this sad, sad scene which cast Him out, for His presence. Oh! the Man of 

Sychar!’ 

Mr. J. G. Bellett died in 1862 at the age of 72 

 


PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY

The ‘Correspondence’ section of old periodicals is often interesting and instructive, showing, too, that the same problems arise in each generation. The following is from the September 1883 issue of ‘Things New and Old’. 

‘R.S.’, Northumberland. We judge that carelessness in parents as to where their children go, is a sign of a bad state of soul. If the Israelites were to instruct their children so carefully, both as to their redemption from Egypt, and the passage of the Jordan into the land, how much more diligent ought we to be in instructing our children in the eternal realities of redemption, and our present entrance by faith into the heavenlies in Christ! What grace is needed for this! But to allow our children, whilst they are at home and under our care, to go where the eternal character of redemption is set aside, and thus expose them to unbelief and confusion, is the very opposite of the teaching of the word of God. “And ye, fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord”. We must, however, be very careful that the obedience we inculcate should be in the Lord, truly according to His mind. The word to them is, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord; for this is right”. Just as it would be wrong to obey if a heathen parent commanded a child to go and worship idols. 

In these matters, then, it is all-important that parents are assured that the obedience they require is in the Lord, especially in this day of 

increasing infidelity and superstition. We feel we have all much cause for humiliation in these matters.

 


JESUS CHRIST IS THE SAME

D. C. Brown 

Men climb and fall. Each in his day 

Rises on mounting waves of fame 

Till the waves break in froth and spray, 

But Jesus Christ remains the Same. 

From richness which words cannot say 

Because of His great love He came 

Into the deepest poverty, 

Yet Jesus Christ remained the Same. 

From past eternity’s sublime 

Relations to an infant’s frame 

Within the range of death and time 

He moved, but always was the Same. 

Jesus could utter words of grace 

Or in His Father’s house declaim 

Against polluters of that place 

And still in all things be the Same. 

Seen on the mountain clothed in white, 

Or in the purple robe of shame, 

He caused His Father’s heart delight 

Since every scene proved Him the Same. 

Though He heard Peter own Him Son, 

Or in the high priest’s court disclaim 

All knowledge of Him. He was one 

In mercy and in love—the Same. 

In love He reached the depths for men 

And in His body bore the blame 

For those who trust in Him—but then 

In death or Life He was the Same. 

In love He reached the depths for men 

And in His body bore the blame 

But His arising power displayed 

The justness of His splendid claim 

That altogether what He said 

He was, He was indeed—the Same. 

Peter and John in faith could call 

Upon Him to restore the lame, 

Showing that, though ascended, all 

His power and grace remained the Same. 

Throughout the dispensation’s length, 

Attacked by persecution’s flame, 

His own received the needed strength 

As knowing Jesus Christ the Same. 

They did not fear as dreadful power 

Of those who merely kill or maim 

But found the grace in every hour 

That comes alone from Christ—the Same. 

The Lord knows those who own His sway, 

And every one who names His name, 

Departing from iniquity, 

Proves succour since He is the Same. 

Soon we shall greet the glorious day 

Toward which our deepest longings aim 

When He will come to catch away 

His own to find Him still the Same. 

Then in the time of setting right 

His power will make the nations tame 

Till all will find in Him their light 

And own that Christ remains the Same. 

Throughout eternity His own, 

For whom He suffered, will proclaim 

No man but Jesus Christ alone 

Is, was, and is to come—the Same. 

Edinburgh 

 


THE TRUTH HELD AND PRACTISED

J. G. Chalmers 

Jeremiah 52: 21–23 

In the earlier part of this chapter everything publicly is in ruins, so much so that it says in 2 Chronicles 36: 16, “There was no remedy”. Christendom is going on to apostasy and to judgment; there is no remedy, and the understanding that we are part of the public ruin should keep us very humble indeed. 

But in this section Jeremiah calls attention to the pillars just as they were in the beginning in Solomon’s day. This is to encourage us and to exercise us, for the enemy has tried to corrupt the truth, to dilute it, and to obliterate it. Whilst he has been largely successful in the public body yet there is an area where the full standard of the truth is being maintained, as we sang in the opening hymn, ‘The Spirit all the truth sustains within the assembly here’ (Hymn 436). 

The house of God is here. It is the “pillar and base of the truth”, 1 Timothy 3: 15. The Spirit does not maintain the truth 

in its terms only, but He maintains it in moral power in persons whom He has formed substantially in the truth, of which these pillars are a type. Christ is in heaven and the truth is in Him, but these pillars are here and they are the substantial answer by the Spirit in persons to what is in Christ. The presence of the Spirit here ensures faith that the dispensation is going to finish morally equal to the beginning. Those men in the beginning of Acts 3 were pillars in that they expressed in themselves that they were in the power and enjoyment of the truth. The Lord still has such persons here who are formed in the truth and who are working it out together in love, as suggested in the line of twelve cubits. 

The pomegranates might point to local assemblies where the saints are marked as being unified in the truth. How attractive and adorning a matter that is! I have wondered why the names of the pillars are not given here and it came to me as our brother was speaking about John, who does not refer to himself by name in his gospel. John is the man for the last days. 

He gives us things in their vitality, not officially. Thus the absence of the names here would impress us that the Lord is calling attention to what is here in reality in the saints by the Spirit in the presence of the awful breakdown in the official side publicly. 

Then there is a touch that we do not get in Solomon’s time, “the thickness thereof was four fingers”. That is to remind us that it is of utmost importance that we pay attention to, and put into practice, every detail of the truth. The enemy would try to weaken the truth by saying that some details are not important but, beloved brethren, the four fingers would remind us that every detail of the truth is of vital importance, and affection for Christ would help us to pay attention to, and put into practice, every detail of it. The thickness being mentioned would denote that therein lies our moral strength in these closing days. May the Spirit help us then in our exercises to maintain the truth in its fulness, not only doctrinally but in power and enjoyment, until the end. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Lossiemouth
28 August 1984 

 


Scripture references

Jeremiah 52:21-23 (JND) [21] And as to the pillars: the height of one pillar was eighteen cubits, and a line of twelve cubits encompassed it; and the thickness thereof was four fingers: it was hollow. [22] And the capital upon it was brass, and the height of the one capital [was] five cubits; and the network and the pomegranates, upon the capital round about, all of brass; and similarly for the second pillar, and the pomegranates. [23] And there were ninety-six pomegranates on the [four] sides; all the pomegranates upon the network were a hundred round about.

2 Chronicles 36:16 (JND) [16] But they mocked at the messengers of God, and despised his words, and scoffed at his prophets, until the fury of Jehovah rose against his people, and there was no remedy.

1 Timothy 3:15 (JND) [15] but if I delay, in order that thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in God's house, which is [the] assembly of [the] living God, [the] pillar and base of the truth.

Acts 3 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. …



EXTRACTS

We use the hymn book in a very restrained and restricted way, because of our ignorance of the hymn book. Anyone can give out a well known hymn at an appropriate time in the assembly meeting, but there are many other hymns that would fit, and if the Holy Spirit had His way and intelligence were in us the hymn book would be better used and heaven would be better repaid from it than it is. So it is as many as are led by the Spirit of God. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 89, p.236) 

... and now you are to prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. It is a comfort to know that that will has been perfectly set forth here upon earth. We are not called to walk in an untrodden path; the will of God has been perfectly set forth in Christ; He could say I have glorified Thee on the earth, I have finished the work that Thou gavest Me to do. In the path of Christ the Christian is called to walk. The first thing is that your own will is set aside; it is will that distinguishes each one of us. Your will is not mine, and mine is not yours, but every Christian’s will is gone. Our old man is crucified with Christ, so that we are to have no will. The body is to be yielded up as a sacrifice to God. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 12, p.82) 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Rushdene Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9NJ
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