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FAITHFULNESS SEEN IN ONESIPHORUS


2 Timothy 1:16-18; 4:19

I would like to speak about features that are expressed in Onesiphorus.  I was encouraged by what our brother has brought before us today as to the place that the Lord Jesus took, and the place that He will be given, and the place that He has won, because my thought as to this meeting is to speak about features among believers that would give the Lord His true place now in the affections of His people.  

The brethren are well acquainted with the circumstances in which this epistle to Timothy was written.  It was a day of breakdown.  When Paul wrote his epistle to the Corinthians, he could write it to “the assembly of God which is in Corinth” (1 Cor.1:2), and it would have been clear at that time where a letter addressed in this way was to be brought.  We are no longer in that day.  That day, a day when every believer in a place came together in the same place, had already passed when Paul wrote this epistle to Timothy.  But my impression is that, in a broken day, in the day of the “great house” as is brought out in the later chapter (see 2 Tim.2:20), and the mixture that has come into Christendom, with vessels to honour and to dishonour, in such a day the place that the Lord is to have remains unchanged.  He still desires the same place, as the Object of our hearts and consequently as the One to whose interests we are devoted, and that place still belongs to Him.  

My impression is that the features seen in Onesiphorus are gathered up in the second chapter, where Timothy is told to entrust what he had learned from Paul to “faithful men” (v.2).  It seems that that was the great characteristic that was required, and is required, in a day of public breakdown.  The feature required pre-eminently in those who will carry forward what answers to the heart of Christ is faithfulness.  I want to suggest that the four things that are said of Onesiphorus might relate to four features in which faithfulness is to be expressed in the present day.  In the scripture we have read, the four things that Paul says of Onesiphorus are that he: “has often refreshed me”; “has not been ashamed of my chain”; “sought me out very diligently, and found me”; and rendered service at Ephesus. 

Of course, all true faithfulness has its source in one place.  We began with the hymn that speaks of one who was:

‘Faithful amidst unfaithfulness

 ‘Mid darkness only light’       (Hymn 230)

He was the One who was always faithful to the Father when He was here: “I do always the things that are pleasing to him”, John 8:29.  And not only when He was here, because this epistle goes on to say, “if we are unfaithful, he abides faithful”, 2 Tim.2:13.  He is always the faithful Man.  If any feature of faithfulness comes into expression in us, it is derived from Him, and I think it is learned through occupation with Him.  He was and is ever faithful, and being formed after Him prepares believers to be for Him in the scene of His rejection.  

It has been remarked that perhaps Onesiphorus was no longer in the body when this epistle was written.  You will note that it says, “the Lord grant to him to find mercy from the Lord in that day”.  Paul’s desire was that the house of Onesiphorus would find mercy in the present time: “the Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus”, but Onesiphorus himself was to find mercy from the Lord “in that day”.  In the passage we read in chapter 4, reference is made to saluting the house of Onesiphorus.  I would suggest that if we desire to be faithful, we are in a sense proving that we are of the house of Onesiphorus.  His testimony may already have been complete when Paul wrote, commending the brother in this beautiful way, but the features that were seen in him are to continue through to the end of this dispensation, and thus “the house of Onesiphorus” is saluted at the end of the epistle.  That suggests that these features are to be continued, and the exercise for us would be to be formed in them.

I was struck to see at the back of this hall a case full of medals, and one of them is the Distinguished Service Order.  It has been said that Paul, in writing as he does, was giving Onesiphorus the Distinguished Service Order1 in this passage.  I looked up what the Distinguished Service Order medal is awarded for.  It said, ‘For distinguished service in active operations against the enemy’.  That really sums up my exercise, that we should be active in faithfulness against the artifices of the enemy and on behalf of Christ in the scene of His absence, as Onesiphorus was.  

Before going on to the four specific features that we see in Onesiphorus, it is worth remarking that all four are things that he did.  It is not exactly in the things that he held to be true, nor is it exactly in the things that he believed, but it is what he did.  It reminds me of something very testing that I read recently; Mr Raven said that ‘We do not maintain the truth merely by clinging tenaciously to the terms of the truth, but by being ourselves the exponents of the truth’.2  The faithfulness of Onesiphorus was not seen in what he claimed to be true, but in what he did.  Perhaps we might be exercised to be in activity for Christ, so that He might have the place that belongs to Him.

The first thing that Paul says about Onesiphorus is that “he has often refreshed me”.  Paul’s ministry has particularly in mind what we often refer to as the heavenly side of the truth, that believers might enter into the heavenly portion that is theirs.  We remember the exhortation to the Colossians, to “seek the things which are above, where the Christ is” and to “have your mind on the things that are above”, Col.3:1,2.  It relates to the link between the body here on earth and the Head in heaven.  The saints do not belong here.  If we have a desire, as there evidently was with the apostle Paul, to enjoy and to be living in the gain of what is heavenly, then we will find the earth a weary place.  The earth was a weary place for the Lord Jesus.  We read the scripture today as to the Lord being wearied with the way He had come (see John 4:6); wearied, I think, because He drew nothing from the scene through which He passed, and also – particularly for Him – because of the service which He was engaged in; wearied because there was nothing of this scene to sustain Him.  And, of course, the Father answered that by bringing the woman to the well (see vv.7-30), and that refreshed the heart of Christ.  If we find the weariness of the way, particularly in a day of small things, we can be like Onesiphorus who refreshed his brethren.  

I have often thought that the scripture where the Lord says that someone giving a cup of cold water shall in no wise lose his reward (see Matt.10:42) brings out that the smallest thing done for the Lord is valued more than we can think.  But I would suggest that to give a cup of cold water to refresh those that are His for the journey, for the pilgrimage, to refresh the saints in the weariness of the way as Onesiphorus did for Paul, is not a small thing.  Refreshment is imparted by bringing in Christ.  Nothing refreshes the heart of the believer like an impression of Him.  In the Old Testament it is said of Him, “that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary”, Isa.50:4.  It is the Lord Jesus Himself who does that, but it was Onesiphorus who brought the word to Paul.  The Lord knows how to succour by a word him that is weary; Onesiphorus was available to bring that word to Paul.  

We read recently of the young Egyptian who was a servant of the Amalekite, and “they gave him water to drink, and gave him a piece of fig-cake and two raisin-cakes, and he ate, and his spirit came again to him”, 1 Sam.30:11,12.  He revived, and that was a result of eating the fig-cakes and the raisin-cakes, speaking of what was stored up, just as Onesiphorus stored up impressions of Christ so he could bring in refreshment.  This epistle begins: “Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God’s will, according to promise of life, the life which is in Christ Jesus” (chap.1:1).  The refreshment restores the enjoyment of life.  Think of the conditions that Paul was in, in the prison and bound with a chain.  But Onesiphorus refreshed Paul, and furthermore he did it often.  That is a further test.  We may be exercised to do something once, but we need to be maintained in these things.  As another has said, continuance is the proof of reality3.  It necessitates a living link with the Lord Jesus.  If this is to be done often, it cannot be done as a passing thing.  Perhaps a particular impression may come to us, but then weeks go by and communion is not enjoyed in the same way.  We find the ability to bring in refreshment is not there in the same way.  But Onesiphorus often refreshed Paul.  

The second feature is that he was not ashamed of Paul’s chain.  We know that faithfulness will always result in reproach.  If it did for Christ, why would we expect that it would not for us?  His faithfulness in this scene brought Him into reproach. It could be said of Him prophetically, “the reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me”, Ps.69:9.  In the day in which we are, there is a special reproach attached to Paul’s ministry.  Earlier, Paul writes to Timothy, “be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner”, 2 Tim.1:8.  It is striking how, throughout this epistle, the turning away seems to have been a turning away from Paul and his ministry.  That is really what marks the public, professing church.  There are elements of what is right that are held, but Paul’s ministry is in reproach.  He says “Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me” (2 Tim.1:15), and later, “Demas has forsaken me” (chap.4:10); then “Alexander the smith did many evil things against me” (v.14).  It has been suggested that Demas, when he forsook the apostle Paul, perhaps went away preaching.4  It does not say that he went away into the world, but he forsook Paul.  He went away from that heavenly side of the truth, what was brought out in the elect vessel (see Acts 9:15).  

We have been reading in Galatians, and what comes out in that epistle is that Paul conveyed what came directly from the Lord.  He could say as to the glad tidings that he announced, that “neither did I receive them from man, neither was I taught them, but by revelation of Jesus Christ”, Gal.1:12.  There are things in Paul’s ministry that find no place in the professing church.  Think of the order that is proper to the assembly of God, or the order that is proper to the households of saints; the need for separation from iniquity – all these fundamental things that are needed to maintain and protect the service of God.  We have been reading in Nehemiah about the building of the wall, noticing that the fellowship protects what is for the pleasure of God and what answers to the heart of Christ; all of this is brought out in Paul’s ministry.  Speaking of Nehemiah reminds me of a beautiful verse in that book: “for the people had a mind to work” (chap.4:6).  The translator’s note says that ‘mind’ is literally ‘heart’.  I think that Onesiphorus was one who had a mind and a heart for the work. 

But if Paul is in reproach, it means that it takes courage to maintain the truth that has been brought out through Paul.  Onesiphorus was not ashamed of Paul’s chain.  If we want to be maintained in the heavenly side of the truth, if we want to be maintained in the truth of the body, and what is proper to and what protects the service of God, I believe we will find that there is a special reproach attached to that and it therefore requires courage.  I believe that is one of the features of faithfulness: Onesiphorus had courage.  This was in a day when Paul could say that all in Asia had turned away from him (2 Tim.1:15), but there was one man here who sought out Paul where he was in the prison with his chain.  

This leads to the third feature.  Paul says, “being in Rome, sought me out very diligently, and found me”.  It has been noted that at the time Paul wrote this, there was quite a large company of believers in Rome – the product, I suppose, of Paul’s gospel, seen in his epistle, bringing out the truth of justification by faith.  Onesiphorus came to Rome and it would appear that the Roman brethren did not know where Paul was, because he had to seek him out very diligently5.  You might think of Onesiphorus going from street to street, looking for Paul.  There is a further test here, that of being in activity.  I have no doubt that the brethren in Rome would have attested to the truth of Paul’s ministry, but it appears that they did not know where he was.  In another locality, Laodicea, they had perhaps all the ministry on their bookshelves, and even in their meetings they might have spoken over the precious truths that appear in the epistles, but the Lord’s address to them in Revelation (chap.3:14-22) indicates that it had no bearing on their lives, on their walk.  What a test that is, because we talk of very wonderful things in our times together, but what is the effect on our lives?  A brother once said that if Christianity is not practical, it is not anything.  

I think in a day when Paul’s ministry is despised, when it is in reproach, an important feature of faithfulness is that it requires diligence to seek out the truth.  It would mean having our minds on the things that are above, to be formed after Christ.  That is what Paul’s ministry in Ephesus goes on to, that the new man might be put on (Eph.4:24).  It requires that we seek out the truth diligently, and not only that, that we are to persevere in it, because it says, he “found me”.  Onesiphorus found Paul.  It is not just that we are to be diligent in seeking, but we are to find these heavenly things.  We are not to stop seeking until we have found.  We are to be in activity in relation to understanding and holding these things.  

Then it says, “how much service he rendered in Ephesus, thou knowest best”.  I do not know if Onesiphorus was a local brother in Ephesus.  This reference might suggest that he was, but in any case he had been there and had rendered service there.  I would like to apply that by suggesting that someone who renders service in Ephesus is one who desires that the brethren should be maintained at the height of their calling.  It was not that he was just seeking these things out for himself, but he was one who desired that the saints would enter into the most exalted aspects of the truth.  Ephesians refers to having been made to “sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus” (chap.2:6).  At the end of chapter 3 we have Paul’s prayer, desiring that the brethren in Ephesus should be “fully able to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height; and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge” (vv.18,19).  If we think of Onesiphorus as one who rendered service in Ephesus, he was working so that Paul’s prayer might be answered.  He was practically seeking, as drawing upon the Spirit’s power, that the height of the truth available to the saints might be maintained.  We enter into our inheritance, that heavenly inheritance that is spoken about in Ephesians (see Eph.1:11), and as we do so, as has often been said, God enters into His inheritance (see Eph.1:18).  The Lord Jesus has His place when we take up our place.  I think that Onesiphorus was active in Ephesus: “how much service he rendered in Ephesus, thou knowest best”.  He was active in Ephesus in order that this prayer of Paul, as to apprehending the breadth and length and depth and height, might be answered.  

Then we get the exhortation of Paul: “I, the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called”, Eph.4:1.  Then it goes on to speak of “using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace” (v.3).  Onesiphorus was one who laboured that that might be true in Ephesus.  Perhaps it is something that I should be more exercised to do in my local meeting.  I feel tested as to that because I do not think we can be used to bring others into their inheritance if we are not in the gain of it ourselves.  It would raise the question with me as to how much I am in the gain of my heavenly inheritance, how much I am in the present enjoyment of it.  It has struck me what is said about the two and a half tribes who did not go into the land but settled on the wilderness side of Jordan (see Num.32), that when there was a time of conflict, they went and fought alongside the other tribes, fought for them.  They fought for the land, but they did not want to live there.  It is quite a test as to where I find my rest.  When the labours of the day are past, when I come home from the weeknight meeting, where am I finding my rest?  Am I living in the land, and am I exercised, as Onesiphorus clearly was, that those with whom I walk are living there too?

Those are the simple impressions I had as to the way that Onesiphorus was active in faithfulness, which are characteristics of faithfulness now.  He was able to refresh others – he did it often; he was not ashamed of Paul’s chain; he had the courage to bear the reproach; he showed diligence and perseverance in seeking out the truth; and he rendered service in Ephesus – he had a desire that the saints should be maintained at the height of their calling.  

Now I wanted to point to this reference to the house of Onesiphorus and to Onesiphorus himself, where it speaks of finding mercy.  My simple impression as to this is that if we seek to be faithful in the way that Onesiphorus was, and to bear burdens in the way that he did – because it is a difficult pathway – we will prove that God’s mercy was sufficient for it all.  “The Lord grant to him to find mercy from the Lord in that day”: that is not of course Onesiphorus becoming a beneficiary of divine mercy in a day to come – evidently he already was – but what we will find at the judgment seat of Christ is that it was His mercy and His grace that were sufficient for all that was required.  Perhaps Onesiphorus’s Distinguished Service Order was awarded posthumously, but it is available to all those of the house of Onesiphorus, it is available to those who desire to be active in relation to maintaining what is for the heart of Christ, maintaining the true place that He should have in the affections of His own.  

The poet wrote:

‘Go on!  Go on!  there’s all eternity to rest in,

And far too few are on the ‘active service’ list!

No labour for the Lord is risky to invest in,

But nothing will make up should His ‘Well done’ 

 be missed.’6

I trust these simple impressions will be an encouragement to us.  Everything is available from the divine side to maintain us in these features of faithfulness, if I have the desire to go in for them.  The Spirit is available.  Paul says to Timothy, “Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted”, 2 Tim.1:14.  We are not required to rely, thanks be to God, on our own power: the power is available from above and if we seek to be serviceable we will prove in that day to come that mercy was sufficient for it all.  

May we be helped in these things and may we be encouraged by them, and may the Lord have a greater portion from each one of us at the present time, for God’s glory, for His name’s sake.

Address in Stawell, Australia

4 November 2022

 

Glen Barlow

 

 


Scripture references

2 Timothy 1:16-18 (JND) [16] The Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, for he has often refreshed me, and has not been ashamed of my chain; [17] but being in Rome sought me out very diligently, and found [me] [18] the Lord grant to him to find mercy from [the] Lord in that day and how much service he rendered in Ephesus *thou* knowest best.

2 Timothy 4:19 (JND) [19] Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the house of Onesiphorus.

1 Corinthians 1:2 (JND) [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours:

2 Timothy 2:20 (JND) [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.

2 Timothy 2:20 (JND) [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.

John 8:29 (JND) [29] And he that has sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, because I do always the things that are pleasing to him.

2 Timothy 2:13 (JND) [13] if we are unfaithful, *he* abides faithful, for he cannot deny himself.

Colossians 3:1-2 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth;

John 4:6 (JND) [6] Now a fountain of Jacob's was there; Jesus therefore, being wearied with the way he had come, sat just as he was at the fountain. It was about the sixth hour.

Matthew 10:42 (JND) [42] And whosoever shall give to drink to one of these little ones a cup of cold [water] only, in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

1 Samuel 30:11-12 (JND) [11] And they found an Egyptian in the field, and brought him to David, and gave him bread, and he ate; and they gave him water to drink, [12] and gave him a piece of fig-cake and two raisin-cakes, and he ate, and his spirit came again to him; for he had eaten no bread, nor drunk any water, for three days and three nights.

Psalms 69:9 (JND) [9] For the zeal of thy house hath devoured me, and the reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me.

2 Timothy 1:8 (JND) [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God;

2 Timothy 1:8 (JND) [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God;

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

Acts 9:15 (JND) [15] And the Lord said to him, Go, for this [man] is an elect vessel to me, to bear my name before both nations and kings and [the] sons of Israel:

Acts 9:15 (JND) [15] And the Lord said to him, Go, for this [man] is an elect vessel to me, to bear my name before both nations and kings and [the] sons of Israel:

Galatians 1:12 (JND) [12] For neither did I receive them from man, neither was I taught [them], but by revelation of Jesus Christ.

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

Ephesians 4:24 (JND) [24] and [your] having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness.

Ephesians 4:24 (JND) [24] and [your] having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness.

Ephesians 1:11 (JND) [11] in whom we have also obtained an inheritance, being marked out beforehand according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his own will,

Ephesians 1:18 (JND) [18] being enlightened in the eyes of your heart, so that ye should know what is the hope of his calling, [and] what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

Ephesians 4:1 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called,

Numbers 32 (JND) [1] And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had much cattle, a very great multitude; and they saw the land of Jaazer, and the land of Gilead, and behold, the place was a place for cattle. [2] And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben came and spoke to Moses, and to Eleazar the priest, and to the princes of the assembly, saying, [3] Ataroth, and Dibon, and Jaazer, and Nimrah, and Heshbon, and Elaleh, and Sebam, and Nebo, and Beon, …

2 Timothy 1:14 (JND) [14] Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted.



RESURRECTION


John 11:1-4,25,26; 12:1-3,7;  

1 Corinthians 15:13-26,51-55;  Romans 8:22-26

I would like to speak about resurrection.  It was the substance of the testimony in the Acts.  The apostles preached the resurrection of the Lord Jesus (see Acts 4:33).  My mind went to John the baptist, who sent his disciples to ask, “Art thou he that is coming, or are we to wait for another?”, Luke 7:19.  One feature that was coming out in Christ was that He raised the dead.  No one else had done that; it was unique to Christ.  Only Christ can bring about resurrection.  He has the power to raise the dead.

I read in John 11, a very fine portion of John’s gospel, to draw attention to the Lord’s power to raise the dead.  The passage tells us that Lazarus had died.  It goes on to speak of corruption – they did not embalm him with spices to slow down corruption, because already in these few days his body had become corrupted.  Martha says of her brother, “Lord, he stinks already, for he is four days there” (v.39).  Christ dealt with both death and corruption.  He met corruption in Lazarus and He raised him from the dead.  Is that not wonderful?  It says, “But when Jesus heard it, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it”.  God was going to glorify His Son.  In Romans it says of Him, “marked out Son of God in power … by resurrection of the dead” (chap.1:4).  It does not say how many, but they were dead.  The time is coming when He will raise all the dead!  That is how great He is.  And Lazarus was in the Lord’s mind when He says in verse 23, “Thy brother shall rise again”.  What an encouragement to these bereft sisters, the little household whom the Lord loved, Lazarus and his two sisters, in Bethany.  Lazarus was sick and the sisters sent to the Lord for help.  

We can have total confidence in Christ.  You and I cannot do a thing about death, and that is why the world fears it; and they do not know what happens after death.  Men are trying everything to extend life, but every one will acknowledge that a time comes when a person dies.  It is solemn, is it not?  When death occurs, things become fixed.  If you die in your sins, then you will be raised in your sins.  That is a very solemn matter: it is something that you cannot change, it becomes final.  But here is One who is able to intervene, because He loved Lazarus and Martha and Mary.  He loved them, and He says, “Where have ye put him?” (v.34).  The Lord knew where Lazarus was, but He wanted the sisters to come with Him.  If we accompany Christ, that is where we learn.  You will learn things by going with Christ where He is going.  

The Lord is going to the tomb.  He says, “Where have ye put him?”.  He knew where he was laid.  He knows everything!  He knows why you came here today, why you have remained.  He has you in mind for blessing, He has me in mind for blessing.  That is Christ, the glorious Man.  He says, “Where have ye put him?” and they show Him the way.  He knows what He is going to do.  The Lord always knew what He was going to do.  Then He says, “I am the resurrection and the life:  he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live; and every one who lives and believes on me shall never die”.  

These are statements of truth.  The resurrection is so important.  I was looking again at the verse, “Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the scriptures”, 1 Cor.15:3,4.  The Lord Jesus in manhood was always in God’s mind.  God allowed everything in the Lord’s life to transpire to accomplish His counsels.  God has never changed His counsels and He never will change His counsels or His purpose.  We sometimes say that things are ‘set in stone’, meaning they will not change.  But in this world, everything is subject to change.  Nothing remains unchanged in the world.  Standards change all the time, usually in decline.  Here the Lord says, “I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live; and every one who lives and believes on me shall never die”.  That is wonderful.

This worked out actually in this small family: Lazarus was raised from the dead and he was free of corruption.  The Lord met the matter of corruption as well as death.  In chapter 12 the scripture simply says that the dead man Lazarus was at the table.  That is a most remarkable name to have, suggesting that Lazarus recognised that he was a dead man.  Such a person will not give any trouble.  I do not think Lazarus ever did give trouble, but certainly he would not give trouble after he was raised, because he recognised that he was a dead man.  

In John 12, as well as the dead man Lazarus being present, we read about Mary acting spiritually.  She brings ointment, but she did not bring spices.  I think that she did not do so because there was and never could be any corruption in Christ.  He never saw corruption.  Have you thought of that?  Three days in the heart of the earth, and He never saw corruption.  That is remarkable; it is because He was sinless.  The Lord took on the matter of sin vicariously, on behalf of the race, to satisfy the righteousness of God.  That is what He did vicariously, as representative of others, but in Himself He was “holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners”, Heb.7:26.  He was made “an offering for sin”, Isa.53:10.  That is a tremendous matter.  The only One who could be made an offering for sin was One who was free from it.  And the only One that was free from sin was Jesus Himself.  

He comes into the company in the passage in John 12, and Mary had prepared ointment.  As remarked, it was not to stop corruption.  Spices were used to delay corruption, but she anointed His body for burial.  That is very precious.  It suggests that she wanted that Man to live in her affections.  The scripture speaks of Him being made alive in the Spirit (1 Pet.3:18).  Think of that.  He suffered for sin and bore the judgment due to it, satisfying a holy God in these three hours in which He was forsaken on the cross.  Then, having died and been buried, He was raised the third day.  Every other man in principle went out of sight in the burial of Christ.  In God’s view, every other man, including me, went out of sight forever, by His burial.  You say, ‘I deserved the cross because of my sins’.  But despite what I am, my sinful state, my pride as a sinner, all of that went from the sight of God not only by the blood of Christ but also in His burial.  The only One that came out of the grave of Christ was Himself.  That is precious.  

I think these thoughts were in the affections of Mary.  She wanted to anoint His body for burial.  The Lord is recorded as saying, “What she could she has done.  She has beforehand anointed my body for the burial. And verily I say unto you, Wheresoever these glad tidings may be preached in the whole world, what this woman has done shall be also spoken of for a memorial of her”, Mark 14:8,9.  That was a special privilege given to that spiritual woman, of anointing His body for the burial.  She was more spiritual than the apostles at this house meeting.  She was far advanced.  She wanted to go out with the glory of Christ on her.  It says of a woman that her hair is her glory (see 1 Cor.11:15).  She went out and the glory of Christ was on her.  She had anointed the feet of the Lord and wiped them with her hair.  So she went out with something of the anointing that was on Christ in her hair.  That is the testimony you want.  Would you not want to be seen by the world as one that in principle had anointed the feet of the Lord?  What a delightful privilege!  Instead of people seeing what you were previously in your life, it is the new person that is coming out in expression.  It is like the newness of life spoken of in Romans (chap.6:4), through resurrection of Christ.  It is wonderful.  

This person is identifying herself with Christ’s death and burial; saying as it were that when Christ went in burial, that was my place.  That, in principle, is what she was saying.  She could not say that about Lazarus.  We all have death ahead of us, if the Lord does not come first.  But the believer does not fear death, because we shall be with Christ.  For Mary, the glory of Christ was shining.  She subjected her glory, seen in her hair, to Him.  I love to think of that.  When she moved about in Jerusalem, or in Bethany, she would be known as a person who had been with the Man who had been into death.  She had acknowledged His death beforehand, identified herself with it, and she came out as one who was victorious.  It is very precious.

The Lord says, “Suffer her to have kept this for the day of my preparation for burial; for ye have the poor always with you, but me ye have not always”.  Lazarus is referred to as the “dead man Lazarus”; that was the history he had, but Christ is risen.  You cannot say about Christ that He had a body of humiliation.  It was a sinless body, a perfect body.  It was the body of One who was able to take on the whole judgment of God upon sin and was able to bear that judgment and thus to clear sin from the presence of God forever.  That is witnessed to in the resurrection of Christ.  That is why resurrection is so important.  

Christ is risen!  He is now the leader of a new generation that is clear of sin and free of sin.  That is the remarkable power of the resurrection of Christ.  He was raised in power (1 Cor.15:43).  In Romans it says that He was raised by the glory of the Father (chap.6:4), suggesting God loved to do it, that God’s heart was in it.  The Father looked at Him there, lying in the sepulchre, in the tomb, and His heart went out.  I do not doubt for a minute that God’s heart appreciated uniquely that perfect sacrifice, and that He already accepted it.  In the day of atonement (see Lev.16), in type the whole universe was cleared of sin.  Christ’s death and the shedding of His blood fulfilled what was set forth typically in the day of atonement.  The universe was cleared of sin in the sight of God.  As the sin-offering He was taken, and the blood was put on the mercy seat and before the mercy seat (chap.16:15); God was glorified in the removal of sin from the universe.  I know the day of atonement was a type, but it anticipated the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.  That is very fine to get in your soul.

We read in 1 Corinthians 15, which is a resurrection chapter.  You are not taken off the earth in 1 Corinthians 15, but the truth of it is there to lay hold of, the truth of what God is going to do.  Paul is assured of the resurrection, and he says, “if there is not a resurrection of those that are dead, neither is Christ raised”.  The apostle writes that to stir up the minds of believers to see that Christ must be raised and that we need to be raised, and that can only be on the basis of Christ’s death, burial and resurrection.  He goes on to write that “now Christ is raised from among the dead, first-fruits of those fallen asleep”.  God has a wonderful result in the resurrection of Christ.  He is delighted with the way Christ went, providing God with a righteous basis to go on with man and to bless man.  Now Christ lives again so that He might rule over the dead and the living (see Rom.14:9).  That is the place that Christ has now.  He will exercise rule and judgement over the world.  

I am glad I am clear of judgement, because He suffered for me.  He accepted the judgement that was due to me, and in being made sin and bearing the judgment I deserved, He has cleared me.  He has done that for most, maybe everybody, in this hall.  It is wonderful to know that for ourselves.  In verse 51 it says, “Behold, I tell you a mystery:  We shall not all fall asleep, but we shall all be changed, in an instant, in the twinkling of any eye, at the last trumpet”.  People say that He will come in the twinkling of an eye.  Scripture does not say that.  It says we will be changed in the twinkling of an eye.  You will be changed in the twinkling of an eye.  And although it is six thousand years since Abel died, God knows where his remains are.  In the twinkling of an eye, every believer, every one who has died in faith, will be raised.  That is the power of the resurrection – that every one that has died will be raised.  God knows where every one is.  Some were drowned at sea, some died in war zones, so that no human being can tell where these people are, but God knows.  It is not a big matter to God.  In the twinkling of an eye every believer will be changed.  I think that is remarkable.  What power God will exercise in Christ, at the resurrection!  

It says, “in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed”.  Those that are alive at the Lord’s coming will need to be changed.  If He comes in our lifetime we will need to be changed.  We cannot take this mortal condition into glory.  That is why I read the last scripture, in Romans 8.  That passage refers to the redemption of the body.  It shows that the body needs to be changed.  We have sonship by faith: those that believe have sonship.  We have it by faith.  And believers receive the Spirit, the Spirit of sonship.  By Him we are able to say, “Abba, Father” truly to God (see Rom.8:14, Gal.4:6), and we become responsive as sons.  But this mortal condition cannot go through into what is eternal.  That requires resurrection, a new condition.  

The scripture that I read bears this out: “And not only that, but even we ourselves” – that is believers – “who have the first-fruits of the Spirit”.  Those whom Paul is speaking of have faith; by faith they are sons of God.  Then he adds, “we also ourselves, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, we also ourselves groan in ourselves, awaiting adoption, that is the redemption of our body”.  That means we will have a new body, we have got to be changed.  It is one thing for God to raise those who have died in faith and give them a body, not a body of dust, as we have in 1 Corinthians 15; but then “we, the living who remain” (1 Thess.4:15&17) have to be changed – the redemption of the body.  Your body is needed for sonship, by adoption.  That is what this means.  You need your body for the expression of sonship in eternal conditions.  God will attend to that.  Those who are already dead will be raised and changed, but here it is those that are alive on the earth at the time of the Lord’s coming who will be changed in view of sonship.  It is remarkable.  

What is corruptible cannot be taken into the presence of God.  Death applies to what is mortal, but we will be freed from that condition of things to be for the eternal pleasure of God.  The basis of that is in the resurrection of Christ.  The subject is too great for me to explain it, but there it is.  God has the answer to everything in your life and mine, regarding past, present and future.  The redemption of the body will bring us into the full thought of sonship.  Tomorrow (the Lord’s day), if the Lord will, we will have the privilege of entering into divine service and we will be truly sons.  We have faith and we have the Spirit of His Son, which is special to the assembly, the Spirit of God’s Son in us.  But the condition we are in, this condition that you see, is unsuitable to the full enjoyment of sonship in our eternal state and so it has to be changed, and the basis of that is resurrection.  The provision that God will make in the redemption of the body is for ever.  He has looked after us and will look after us beyond what words can say.  He loves us and He has sent His Son to die for us, and Christ was buried for us.  It is all vicarious.  Christ came out of death, He rose again.  You can fasten your life to a Man that has gone through death.

It was wonderful for Lazarus to have that experience of being raised, but when it comes to Christ there is no equal.  He is absolutely perfect.  You can fasten your faith completely on Christ and His work.  As believers in Him, everything in your life and mine in the future is settled.  That is why I emphasise “the twinkling of an eye”.  What is that to God?  It is the quickest thing that the human mind could think of, the twinkling of an eye.  And that is how long it will take God to raise and change Abel.  All these men that have died in faith will be raised, changed, just in an instant.  That is the power of God, and it is so that the Son of God may be glorified by it.

May it be so, for His name’s sake.

 

Address at Cullen

Norman Henry

4 May 2024

 


Scripture references

John 11:1-26 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. [4] But when Jesus heard [it], he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it. [5] Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. [6] When therefore he heard, He is sick, he remained two days then in the place where he was. [7] Then after this he says to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. [8] The disciples say to him, Rabbi, [even but] now the Jews sought to stone thee, and goest thou thither again? [9] Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any one walk in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world; [10] but if any one walk in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him. [11] These things said he; and after this he says to them, Lazarus, our friend, is fallen asleep, but I go that I may awake him out of sleep. [12] The disciples therefore said to him, Lord, if he be fallen asleep, he will get well. …

John 12:1-7 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. [4] One of his disciples therefore, Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, who was about to deliver him up, says, [5] Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor? [6] But he said this, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief and had the bag, and carried what was put into [it]. [7] Jesus therefore said, Suffer her to have kept this for the day of my preparation for burial;

1 Corinthians 15:13-55 (JND) [13] But if there is not a resurrection of [those that are] dead, neither is Christ raised: [14] but if Christ is not raised, then, indeed, vain also [is] our preaching, and vain also your faith. [15] And we are found also false witnesses of God; for we have witnessed concerning God that he raised the Christ, whom he has not raised if indeed [those that are] dead are not raised. [16] For if [those that are] dead are not raised, neither is Christ raised; [17] but if Christ be not raised, your faith [is] vain; ye are yet in your sins. [18] Then indeed also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. [19] If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are [the] most miserable of all men. [20] (But now Christ is raised from among [the] dead, first-fruits of those fallen asleep. [21] For since by man [came] death, by man also resurrection of [those that are] dead. [22] For as in the Adam all die, thus also in the Christ all shall be made alive. [23] But each in his own rank: [the] first-fruits, Christ; then those that are the Christ's at his coming. [24] Then the end, when he gives up the kingdom to him [who is] God and Father; when he shall have annulled all rule and all authority and power. …

1 Corinthians 15:13-55 (JND) [13] But if there is not a resurrection of [those that are] dead, neither is Christ raised: [14] but if Christ is not raised, then, indeed, vain also [is] our preaching, and vain also your faith. [15] And we are found also false witnesses of God; for we have witnessed concerning God that he raised the Christ, whom he has not raised if indeed [those that are] dead are not raised. [16] For if [those that are] dead are not raised, neither is Christ raised; [17] but if Christ be not raised, your faith [is] vain; ye are yet in your sins. [18] Then indeed also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. [19] If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are [the] most miserable of all men. [20] (But now Christ is raised from among [the] dead, first-fruits of those fallen asleep. [21] For since by man [came] death, by man also resurrection of [those that are] dead. [22] For as in the Adam all die, thus also in the Christ all shall be made alive. [23] But each in his own rank: [the] first-fruits, Christ; then those that are the Christ's at his coming. [24] Then the end, when he gives up the kingdom to him [who is] God and Father; when he shall have annulled all rule and all authority and power. …

Romans 8:22-26 (JND) [22] For we know that the whole creation groans together and travails in pain together until now. [23] And not only [that], but even *we* ourselves, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, we also ourselves groan in ourselves, awaiting adoption, [that is] the redemption of our body. [24] For we have been saved in hope; but hope seen is not hope; for what any one sees, why does he also hope? [25] But if what we see not we hope, we expect in patience. [26] And in like manner the Spirit joins also its help to our weakness; for we do not know what we should pray for as is fitting, but the Spirit itself makes intercession with groanings which cannot be uttered.

Romans 8:22-26 (JND) [22] For we know that the whole creation groans together and travails in pain together until now. [23] And not only [that], but even *we* ourselves, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, we also ourselves groan in ourselves, awaiting adoption, [that is] the redemption of our body. [24] For we have been saved in hope; but hope seen is not hope; for what any one sees, why does he also hope? [25] But if what we see not we hope, we expect in patience. [26] And in like manner the Spirit joins also its help to our weakness; for we do not know what we should pray for as is fitting, but the Spirit itself makes intercession with groanings which cannot be uttered.

Acts 4:33 (JND) [33] and with great power did the apostles give witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.

Acts 4:33 (JND) [33] and with great power did the apostles give witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.

Luke 7:19 (JND) [19] and John, having called two of his disciples, sent to Jesus, saying, Art *thou* he that is coming, or are we to wait for another?

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (JND) [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; [4] and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the scriptures;

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

Isaiah 53:10 (JND) [10] Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected [him] to suffering. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see a seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand.

Isaiah 53:10 (JND) [10] Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected [him] to suffering. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see a seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

Mark 14:8-9 (JND) [8] What *she* could she has done. She has beforehand anointed my body for the burial. [9] And verily I say unto you, Wheresoever these glad tidings may be preached in the whole world, what this [woman] has done shall be also spoken of for a memorial of her.

Mark 14:8-9 (JND) [8] What *she* could she has done. She has beforehand anointed my body for the burial. [9] And verily I say unto you, Wheresoever these glad tidings may be preached in the whole world, what this [woman] has done shall be also spoken of for a memorial of her.

1 Corinthians 11:15 (JND) [15] But woman, if she have long hair, [it is] glory to her; for the long hair is given [to her] in lieu of a veil.

1 Corinthians 15:43 (JND) [43] It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power.

Leviticus 16 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they came near before Jehovah and died; [2] and Jehovah said to Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the sanctuary inside the veil before the mercy-seat which is upon the ark, that he die not; for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat. [3] In this manner shall Aaron come into the sanctuary: with a young bullock for a sin-offering, and a ram for a burnt-offering. …

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

Romans 14:9 (JND) [9] For to this [end] Christ has died and lived [again], that he might rule over both dead and living.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:14 (JND) [14] for as many as are led by [the] Spirit of God, *these* are sons of God.

Galatians 4:6 (JND) [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Thessalonians 4:15 (JND) [15] (For this we say to you in [the] word of [the] Lord, that *we*, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep;



“A FAITHFUL MAN”


Proverbs 20:6;  Nehemiah 7:1,2;  Revelation 1:4-6

I would like to say a few words if the Lord helps me.  The first scripture is a question, “a faithful man who shall find?”.  It is something that we can all take to ourselves.  

The second scripture refers to two men.  Things were difficult in Nehemiah’s time, but Nehemiah was working with a view to furthering the things of God.  He selected two men who appeared to him to be suitable for the work of looking after Jerusalem.  The commendation of one was that “he was a faithful man and feared God above many”, which is a fine commendation.  We are burying the body of our brother today and I would say simply that he was a faithful man and has stood by the small gathering in Buckie for a lifetime through all the ups and downs.  Nehemiah said of Hanani that “he was a faithful man and feared God above many”.  From our side, things are always relative: you might compare this and that, and say, ’He was a faithful man above many’.  I would not make any comparisons; the Lord Jesus will do that in His own time; He will assess everything perfectly.  But I would say that our brother has stood by the small gathering in Buckie for a lifetime.  

When we come to this chapter in Revelation, the verse I chiefly had in mind was “Jesus Christ, the faithful witness”.  There is nothing relative about this statement, it is absolute, it needs no qualification: “Jesus Christ, the faithful witness”.  There is much that could be said about these verses, but they speak for themselves.  It says “Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead”.  We are in the presence of death at this moment and it is a sober matter, it is a sorrowful matter.  David said at one point, “I go the way of all the earth”, 1 Kings 2:2.  We have to take account of things and assess things from a sober point of view.  I refer again to the first scripture in Proverbs, “a faithful man who shall find?”.  We should look at ourselves and see how these things bear on us.  It says in Romans that we should “not have high thoughts above what he should think” (chap.12:3).  We should not have high thoughts about ourselves, or think too highly of ourselves, but we are not to think too lowly of ourselves either.  The same verse says we are “to think so as to be wise”; we are to have a sober judgment of things.  We might look at ourselves and consider the matter of faithfulness.  

Further to this reference, “Jesus Christ, the faithful witness”, I thought of that lovely hymn:

‘Faithful amidst unfaithfulness,

 ‘Mid darkness only light,

Thou didst Thy Father’s name confess,

 And in His will delight;’     (Hymn 230)

Think of that blessed Man, the faithful witness; it needs no qualification.

We often speak about how this scripture conveys the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ, the One who has been into death and come out of it.  We are facing the matter of death, and there is one Man who has been into death and come out of it, come out of it as the Victor!  We often refer to John’s gospel chapter 1, Colossians 1, and Hebrews 1 – all full of the glories of Christ.  The scripture says, “And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which if they were written one by one, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the books written”, John 21:25.  What a Person we know.  He loves us, and that is for our comfort at a time like this, especially for our brethren that are bereaved, firstly our sister.  It says, “To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father: to him be the glory and the might to the ages of ages.  Amen”.

May we prove the comfort of the Lord Jesus; and of the Spirit of God, “another Comforter” (John 14:16), a Comforter of hearts; and the comfort of the Father Himself, of whom the Lord says He “has affection for you”, John 16:27.  He is the Person of the Godhead who has retained His place of supremacy in the Godhead, and Paul says “to us there is one God, the Father” (1 Cor.8:6), and He Himself has affection for us.  The whole Godhead is operating in view of our comfort and blessing at this time.

May the Lord help us, for His name’s sake.

 

James Webster

 


Scripture references

Proverbs 20:6 (JND) [6] Most men will proclaim every one his own kindness; but a faithful man who shall find?

Nehemiah 7:1-2 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when the wall was built, and I had set up the doors, that the doorkeepers and the singers and the Levites were appointed. [2] And I gave my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the ruler of the citadel, charge over Jerusalem; for he was a faithful man and feared God above many.

Nehemiah 7:1-2 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when the wall was built, and I had set up the doors, that the doorkeepers and the singers and the Levites were appointed. [2] And I gave my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the ruler of the citadel, charge over Jerusalem; for he was a faithful man and feared God above many.

Revelation 1:4-6 (JND) [4] John to the seven assemblies which [are] in Asia: Grace to you and peace from [him] who is, and who was, and who is to come; and from the seven Spirits which [are] before his throne; [5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, [6] and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father: to him [be] the glory and the might to the ages of ages. Amen.

1 Kings 2:2 (JND) [2] I go the way of all the earth: be of good courage therefore, and be a man;

Colossians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, …

Hebrews 1 (JND) [1] God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high, …

John 21:25 (JND) [25] And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which if they were written one by one, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the books written.

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,

John 16:27 (JND) [27] for the Father himself has affection for you, because ye have had affection for me, and have believed that I came out from God.

John 16:27 (JND) [27] for the Father himself has affection for you, because ye have had affection for me, and have believed that I came out from God.

1 Corinthians 8:6 (JND) [6] yet to us [there is] one God, the Father, of whom all things, and *we* for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom [are] all things, and *we* by him.



GODLY MEN


Luke 2:25-32;  Acts 7:55,56,60;  Philippians 1:21-23

 

I have read about three godly men: Simeon, Stephen and Paul.  Simeon was an aged man, Stephen was a young man and Paul was middle-aged.  What marked them was that Simeon was ready to go, Stephen was happy to go, and Paul was longing to go.  I believe our brother knew it was better for him to go to be with Christ (see Phil.1:23).  There was no doubt that he was ready to go, he was happy to go and I think he would have been longing to go.  Now, is everyone in this room today ready to go?  Dear friend, are you ready to go?  Simeon was ready to go.  It says he blessed God and said, “Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation”.  Simeon saw the salvation of God.  It says of Stephen that “he saw the glory of God, and Jesus”.  Our brother who spoke has referred to faithfulness, which we have seen in our brother whom the Lord has taken.  It is a wonderful testimony; these were wonderful features that marked Simeon and Stephen also.  It says “behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious”.  And it says of Stephen that he was “full of faith and the Holy Spirit”, Acts.6:5.  What features are seen in these godly men.  

It is a test, and we should each raise the question with ourselves today, ‘Are these features seen in me?’.  Am I a godly person?  Am I just and pious?  Am I full of faith and the Holy Spirit?  It must have been a wonderful privilege for Simeon to have the Lord’s Christ in his arms.  He had the child Jesus in his arms and there he saw the salvation of the Lord.  Has everyone here experienced the salvation of the Lord?  Have you put your trust in the finished work of Christ?  Are you able to say that Jesus went to Calvary for you, and that He shed His precious blood for you?  Oh, the salvation of God!  It says, “a light for the revelation of the Gentiles”.  Think of the salvation of God going out to the Gentiles, to you and me, persons who had no right to it, no right to anything.  We were “aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise” (Eph.2:12), but what marvellous grace that there should be a light for the revelation of the Gentiles, that we should be brought in to know the salvation of God.

In the book of the Acts we read of Stephen.  In chapter 6 it says, “Look out therefore, brethren, from among yourselves seven men, well reported of” (v.3).  Oh, the grace of God!  I believe our brother was “well reported of”.  We might ask ourselves, am I “well reported of”?  Here we see Stephen happy to go.  Why was he happy to go?  Because he saw into heaven.  “But being full of the Holy Spirit, having fixed his eyes on heaven, he saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God”.  He was happy to go because he saw his Saviour and Lord.  And then it says “kneeling down, he cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.  And having said this, he fell asleep”.  Think of his peacefulness, the peacefulness of a believer not afraid of death because Jesus has been into death and has robbed it of its power that: “he might annul him who has the might of death” (Heb.2:14), and removed its sting: “Where, O death, is thy sting?  Where, O death, thy victory?”, 1 Cor.15:55. Our brother has fallen asleep.  He has fallen asleep through Jesus, the blessed Saviour.  

In Philippians, Paul is writing as a real godly man, one who was distinctive because he was an apostle, he was an elect vessel (see Acts 9:15).  He says, “But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, for it is very much better”.  It is a comfort to our dear sister and the family at this time.  Being with Christ is “very much better”, and our brother was ready to go, and happy to go, and longing to go.  It is a test to me, it may be a test to you.  Am I longing to go?  Am I longing to go to be with Christ?  Oh, the blessedness of being with Christ, it is “very much better”.  It is better than being a bondman.  Simeon calls himself a bondman, he says “now thou lettest thy bondman go”.  A bondman is one who serves here, and is willing to serve.  Being a bondman is “worth the while”, but Paul was longing to go and be with Christ, which is “very much better”.  That is our brother’s portion.  

May we be encouraged and comforted by these thoughts, and may we all be ready to go, happy to go, and longing to go.

 

Tony Mair

 

 


Scripture references

Luke 2:25-32 (JND) [25] And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and [the] Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see [the] Lord's Christ. [27] And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and as the parents brought in the child Jesus that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, [28] *he* received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, [31] which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

Luke 2:25-32 (JND) [25] And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and [the] Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see [the] Lord's Christ. [27] And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and as the parents brought in the child Jesus that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, [28] *he* received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, [31] which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

Acts 7:55-60 (JND) [55] But being full of [the] Holy Spirit, having fixed his eyes on heaven, he saw [the] glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, [56] and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God. [57] And they cried out with a loud voice, and held their ears, and rushed upon him with one accord; [58] and having cast [him] out of the city, they stoned [him]. And the witnesses laid aside their clothes at the feet of a young man called Saul. [59] And they stoned Stephen, praying, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. [60] And kneeling down, he cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And having said this, he fell asleep.

Acts 7:55-60 (JND) [55] But being full of [the] Holy Spirit, having fixed his eyes on heaven, he saw [the] glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, [56] and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God. [57] And they cried out with a loud voice, and held their ears, and rushed upon him with one accord; [58] and having cast [him] out of the city, they stoned [him]. And the witnesses laid aside their clothes at the feet of a young man called Saul. [59] And they stoned Stephen, praying, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. [60] And kneeling down, he cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And having said this, he fell asleep.

Philippians 1:21-23 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain; [22] but if to live in flesh [is my lot], this is for me worth the while: and what I shall choose I cannot tell. [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better,

Philippians 1:23 (JND) [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better,

Acts 6:5 (JND) [5] And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and [the] Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte of Antioch,

Ephesians 2:12 (JND) [12] that ye were at that time without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:

Hebrews 2:14 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil;

1 Corinthians 15:55 (JND) [55] Where, O death, [is] thy sting? where, O death, thy victory?

Acts 9:15 (JND) [15] And the Lord said to him, Go, for this [man] is an elect vessel to me, to bear my name before both nations and kings and [the] sons of Israel:



THE FOOD SUPPLY


Exodus 12:3-9; 1 Kings 4:22,23;  Luke 24:36-43

The question was asked at the end of Genesis, “What is your occupation?” (chap.47:3).  Our brother’s occupation was concerned with the food supply; that was literally his work, but more important than that, he was concerned about the spiritual food supply.  

These three scriptures all speak of food.  I read firstly in Exodus because this is God’s provision for the sinner, and we all need to partake of this food.  It speaks about the household; it speaks about persons who are in positions of care for a house.  Our brother had that.  He filled out that service in his locality, and those of us who have known him all of our lives, knew that he cared, he had an interest in us.  He was concerned about the outgoing of the gospel, that the Lord Jesus was available as the Saviour for sinners.  What food is spoken of in this chapter!  The lamb speaks of the Lord Jesus.  The lamb was to be four days in the house.  You can read the four gospels, read about the life of Jesus.  The passage refers to “its head with its legs and with its inwards”.  Think about it; find these features in the gospels.  The glory of who He was in His own Person, that is like His head.  Every thought would be in accord with heaven, no Man like Him!  Then there was no walk like His – think of the legs of the Lord Jesus, these footsteps, this pathway that the gospels record for us.  Whatever situation He was in, He was marked by perfection.  He was marked by grace too, grace for the poor, needy, helpless sinner.  Where did those legs take Him?  They took Him to the cross at Calvary, where He suffered and died.  That is what “roast with fire” speaks of, the unmitigated judgment of God.  One “who knew not sin he has made sin for us”, 2 Cor.5:21.  Think of what God judged, and the spotless One who bore that judgment is food for us to partake of.  

We come to know Christ as our Saviour.  It is a wonderful matter.  As sinners we need a Saviour, and the Lord Jesus is the only Saviour: “neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved”, Acts 4:12.  It is imperative, so we eat of it, we partake of it; it is no casual matter to partake of this Lamb roast with fire.  Then you come under the shelter of this blood, it is put on the lintel and the doorposts.  We did not read of it but later in this chapter it says, “when I see the blood, I will pass over you” (v.13).  The way is barred to God as judge.  Mr Darby comments 'God … in His justice, His holiness, and His truth, could not touch those who were sheltered by that blood’.7  How wonderful that is!  Think of the respect God has for the blood.  Redemption’s price has been paid by precious blood.  I trust everyone here knows the Lord Jesus as their Saviour and has partaken of this Lamb, this sacrificial Lamb, this Lamb without blemish and without spot.  It speaks of the perfection of the Saviour, the One who has died for you and me.  These movements of the Lord Jesus took Him to the cross at Calvary, and we come to know Him as the One who has broken the power of death.

Last week people commemorated D-Day.  It was said that there was never anything that had been undertaken like that before.  Think of the thousands of persons that died on that day and the days that followed.  It resulted almost a year later in the end of the war in Europe.  Dear friend, what the Lord accomplished on the cross at Calvary is far greater than anything that has ever been done in this world.  What a victory: there was no victory like it!  What could man do against death?  But the Lord Jesus has been into it and broken its power, and has come out living and victorious.  He is triumphant, and He is glorious: that is what we read of in Kings.  Solomon typifies Jesus as glorified, both in His present position and as what He will be in a day to come, when He will come out and reign publicly.  Everything in this world will be set in perfection then.  Our brother enjoyed that now, Solomon’s provision for one day.  What Solomon’s food speaks to us of is abundance and quality, and there is no lack here.  Not like this world: there are no cutbacks in that world, there is no cost of living crisis because the believer’s link is with Christ in glory and there is no dearth in that realm.  Our brother enjoyed this. 

 All these things that we have read of speak of the Lord Jesus, and what sustains the believer.  We need food to live naturally, but the believer needs food to live spiritually and there is a plentiful supply of food, there is no dearth and there is no lack in Christ glorified.  What a wonderful thing that is!  Our brother enjoyed all that.  You could tell in his life that he enjoyed the One on whom he was feeding, He was feeding on Christ.  Believers want to be like Christ and those of us who have known our brother all our lives know that one of the things that has marked him and our sister, his wife, was the abundance of their provision; they came out in features of God Himself.  God is not meagre in anything He does.  Our brother and our sister were in a certain sense like that.  There are many in this room who enjoyed the abundance of their provision, and spiritually too, impressions were enjoyed.

In Luke 24, the Lord is out of death.  The disciples here were unsure, but He assures their hearts.  The Lord Jesus would assure every heart here.  He brings in His peace.  He comes Himself and touches the hearts of the disciples, provides whatever is needed.  Comfort is needed now, and the Lord is able to bring in comfort.  He asks the question, “Have ye anything here to eat?”  The Lord knew what they had, He knew that they had something.  Our brother was always concerned that there would be something for the Lord.  Whether it is individually or in our localities, collectively, our brother was exercised that what was for the Lord should continue; and there were impressions of the Lord that he was enjoying.  It says, “Have ye anything here to eat?  And they gave him part of a broiled fish and of a honeycomb”.  It has been suggested that the fish refers to sovereignty.  Our brother of whom we spoke in relation to the food supply is no longer with us, but the food supply continues.  For those of us left here today, the exercise is to be active in what is vital and living.  The Lord has taken our brother; that is the Lord’s act, and it is a sovereign act, and now the Lord would say, “Have ye anything here to eat?”.  We accept and recognise that it was a sovereign act of the Lord to take our brother, and we feel the loss.  But we accept that it is the Lord’s action, because it is His right to take those that love Him to be with Himself.  Then there is the honeycomb, which would speak to us of what is worked out together.  We need one another to work out the truth, and to continue in it.  The food supply must continue.  

I trust each one here knows what it is to have Christ as their Saviour, and to know the wonderful abundance that the believer enjoys by the power of the Spirit as occupied with Christ where He is.  And also to be for Christ, “Have ye anything here to eat? … and he took it and ate before them”.  Think of what the Lord enjoys in what is provided by His own, think of what is for His own heart. 

May we be helped in these things, and be encouraged and comforted, for His name’s sake.

 

Bill Lovie

Words at a burial meeting

Buckie, 15 June 2024
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Scripture references

Exodus 12:3-9 (JND) [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. [4] And if the household be too small for a lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take [it] according to the number of the souls; each according to [the measure] of his eating shall ye count for the lamb. [5] Your lamb shall be without blemish, a yearling male; ye shall take [it] from the sheep, or from the goats. [6] And ye shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; and the whole congregation of the assembly of Israel shall kill it between the two evenings. [7] And they shall take of the blood, and put [it] on the two door-posts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. [8] And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; with bitter [herbs] shall they eat it. [9] Ye shall eat none of it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roast with fire; its head with its legs and with its in-wards.

1 Kings 4:22-23 (JND) [22] And Solomon's provision for one day was thirty measures of fine flour, and sixty measures of meal, [23] ten fatted oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, and a hundred sheep, besides harts, and gazelles, and fallow-deer, and fatted fowl.

1 Kings 4:22-23 (JND) [22] And Solomon's provision for one day was thirty measures of fine flour, and sixty measures of meal, [23] ten fatted oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, and a hundred sheep, besides harts, and gazelles, and fallow-deer, and fatted fowl.

Luke 24:36-43 (JND) [36] And as they were saying these things, he himself stood in their midst, and says to them, Peace [be] unto you. [37] But they, being confounded and being frightened, supposed they beheld a spirit. [38] And he said to them, Why are ye troubled? and why are thoughts rising in your hearts? [39] behold my hands and my feet, that it is *I* myself. Handle me and see, for a spirit has not flesh and bones as ye see me having. [40] And having said this he shewed them his hands and his feet. [41] But while they yet did not believe for joy, and were wondering, he said to them, Have ye anything here to eat? [42] And they gave him part of a broiled fish and of a honeycomb; [43] and he took it and ate before them.

Luke 24:36-43 (JND) [36] And as they were saying these things, he himself stood in their midst, and says to them, Peace [be] unto you. [37] But they, being confounded and being frightened, supposed they beheld a spirit. [38] And he said to them, Why are ye troubled? and why are thoughts rising in your hearts? [39] behold my hands and my feet, that it is *I* myself. Handle me and see, for a spirit has not flesh and bones as ye see me having. [40] And having said this he shewed them his hands and his feet. [41] But while they yet did not believe for joy, and were wondering, he said to them, Have ye anything here to eat? [42] And they gave him part of a broiled fish and of a honeycomb; [43] and he took it and ate before them.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …
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