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GALILEE – WHERE DEFICIENCIES ARE MET

A. C. Craig 

John 2: 1–12; 21: 1–14 

These two scriptures refer to Galilee. It is remarkable that John, who we have been taught writes his gospel for the last days, should begin in chapter 1 and end in chapter 21 with references to Galilee. We have read about the third day, which was a marriage day, but the first day was occupied with John the Baptist’s testimony—“Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1: 29); that is the first great factor in John’s testimony; then, too, baptising with the Holy Spirit. John had a remarkable testimony to bear to Christ as the One who would remove every trace of sin from before the eye of God, and that is the situation today; there is not a trace of sin before the eye of God; Christ has been sufficient to remove it. He will remove it practically soon when He comes in judgment. Then the next great thing is that He is not only the One who has died to remove the sin of the world, but in glory He is baptising with the Holy Spirit; that is John’s testimony. Then the second day is marked by the Lord moving out and He moves into Galilee; that is in chapter 1. “On the morrow”, that is the second day (John 1: 43), “he would go forth into Galilee”. It occurred to me, beloved brethren, that unless our activities and testimony are Galilean they will fail of the divine objective. It seems to me that everything must come under the Galilean character, and that is for the last days. 

John makes much of Galilee to bring out the Lord’s service to His own where there are deficiencies. We have come to accept Galilee to mean the scene of reproach, and I do not set that aside, but I have a thought that Galilee, in John, would be an area, a sphere, which the Lord comes into and manifests His glory. The side of reproach remains; that is Matthew, which is the fulfilment of Moses taking the tent and pitching it outside the camp afar off, afar off from the camp—notice that. The Lord defines the position in Matthew, He goes there first. That must always be the case; if any position is to be defined the Lord must do it, and so it is afar off from the camp that Moses pitched his tent and called it the tent of meeting. The golden calf had been smashed up and strewn in the water; that did not satisfy Moses. You might have said, ‘Well, why did he need to do that inasmuch as the golden calf had been already removed, and the people drank the water; why did he take his tent up and pitch it outside?’ Once that position has been defined that is it; it remains that way, a new position opens up. That is the thought, once Ephesus has given up its glory, you see, that position is gone; there is a new position, and that is Matthew, far off from the camp. You know, Galilee is about eighty geographical miles from Jerusalem. Think of that! The Lord went there, and the disciples had to go there before they saw Him, both in Matthew and Mark; He defined the position; that remains. If you want to find the Lord today you have to go outside the camp, to go forth to Him without the camp, bearing His reproach. 

In John, as I said, it seems to me that this provides at the present time an area which, while the reproach remains outwardly, gives the Lord opportunity, though with limitations. It is not Jerusalem with all its antiquity and all its divine favour; it is not that; it is a despised area, small and limited. It is remote; that word was used in connection with David when he had to go into exile because of Absalom; he came to the remote house and stayed there (2 Samuel 15: 17). But John gives you the idea of a sphere where the Lord is not hindered; He is sufficient in John. He is great enough in John in limited conditions, in the conditions of Galilee, to manifest His glory. I am impressed with that. I trust you will appreciate that; the Lord is sufficient in His fulness to bring that out in conditions that are Galilean; not in Jerusalem, but in Galilee. May we be encouraged, dear brethren, by that thought. Whatever might be the smallness, the Lord is not hindered. He can find a way to make Himself and His glory known. There is nothing to be coveted like that, to have the presence of the Lord, and to have some fresh impression from time to time of His glory—He “manifested his glory”. 

Now deficiency marks these two incidents that took place in Galilee. The wine was deficient and His mother said to Him, “They have no wine”. Then in the other scripture, “Children, have ye anything to eat? They answered him, “No”—deficiency. That is when He brings in His fulness. What I want to say especially is that certain similarities exist between these scriptures; so far apart, you might say, but there is this similarity that I want to speak about, and that is that nothing goes right until things come under the direction of Christ. That is the question, beloved brethren; whether we are prepared in these times, at the end, in Galilean conditions, to accept the direction of Christ. Our social occasions test us. There are marriages, and they test us. Are they Galilean? That would be the question. Are our marriages Galilean, or are they tending towards the world? If so, there will be deficiency. These occasions test us; parties, and things like that, they test us. The great thing is to bring everything under the character of Galilee, otherwise there will be deficiency. It says that the mother of Jesus was there at this marriage; “And Jesus also, and his disciples, were invited to the marriage”. 

It seems to me as if the feast-master, or whoever was responsible, had said to Jesus, ‘We have got your mother coming to the wedding, but we could make room for you too’. That will not do. That is what it looks like, “and the mother of Jesus was there. And Jesus also, and his disciples, were invited to the marriage”. There is deficiency in that. 

If you are going to have a marriage I would say, Ask Jesus to help you with the invitations. 

You can be sure there will be no deficiency with the people He will invite along. Bring Him into everything; come under His direction immediately. There is a concern in many places as to our marriages, and what they have become. May they be Galilean; may there be plenty of water; that is what the Lord said. She said, “They have no wine”. He says, so to speak, It is not a question of wine, it is a question of water. There will be no wine according to Him if there is no water; “the mother of Jesus says to him, They have no wine. Jesus says to her, What have I to do with thee, woman? mine hour has not yet come”. Think of that; that is what He refers to. Some might say, ‘Fancy saying a thing like that at a wedding, talking about His hour at a wedding’. You can hear the critics saying, ‘That is not a thing to say at a wedding; you say all the nice things at a wedding’. He refers to His death immediately—“mine hour has not yet come”. Why did He refer to that? For the sake of the water. As was quoted today, when the soldier pierced His side immediately came there out both blood and water. 

There are two sources in John whence the water comes. That might not be exactly true; but there are two ways in which the water comes to us, that might be more accurate. The water for washing comes from His side, that is the point, that there might be the full gain of that death applied by the Spirit’s power to us. I got that from Mr. Darby. The Lord having died before His side was smitten brings out the full value of His death. And so the Spirit will use that water, coming from His side, that we might be washed. Now John gives you that. In chapter 13 He washed the disciples’ feet; that was not drinking water, that was the application of His death to our feet here that defilement might be removed. The water for drinking in John comes from a glorified Christ, comes from Christ in glory—chapter 7; it speaks there of the Spirit, “for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified” (John 7: 39). 

In John 4 He is sitting by the well, that suggests a glorified position, giving the living water to the woman, which springs up to its own height, its own level. From a glorified Christ it rises back up to that height; that is the idea in a believer, it rises back to that height. But the water for washing comes from the death of Christ. I want to make that distinction, dear brethren, that the full value of the Lord’s death is involved in our being washed and that is the point here. These six stone water-vessels are standing there, “according to the purification of the Jews”. The Lord says, “Fill the water-vessels with water”. If I could, dear brethren, that is what I would like to do today, fill you with water. That is the secret of there being any wine at all, any success, any making the occasion what it should be before the Lord and for the divine pleasure. ‘Fill them with water’; that is His direction. There are two items to His direction—“Fill the water-vessels with water”; then the second one is, 

“Draw out now, and carry it to the feast-master”. These are the two items that constitute the Lord’s direction. I would myself like to be more one who is coming under the Lord’s direction. I see a lot of things, I must confess I see a lot of things, and they do not seem to me to be the Lord’s direction. We might as well, dear brethren, look these matters in the face. 

There are a lot of things about our occasions, festival occasions, social occasions, and it seems to me they are not the Lord’s direction. I say there is exercise about it everywhere. We should take these matters up, and be sure that everything we do is Galilean, and is coming under the direction of Christ. 

“Fill the water-vessels with water”. I want to draw attention to these servants; they are not the feast-master, not the bridegroom, they are servants with no social or official status, none at all, just servants. They are just there, they would not be invited to the wedding, to the marriage, they are just there to do the needful thing. It says of them, when the question comes up, when the feast-master did not know whence the wine was, “but the servants knew”—

those who were prepared to take on just what needed to be done without any status. They knew; they knew where the well was; they knew where the water was. That is a fine thing. 

Everybody in the locality knows where to get the water. You have no outward status, but you are in the secret of where the water has come from. Indeed, you have an understanding with the Lord. These servants, I believe, were fully with Him; they were not out of it; they were with Him in what He was doing, like the little boy in chapter 6. When the Lord knew that that little boy was present with his five loaves and two fishes He said, “Make the men sit down”, (John 6: 10). He did not ask the boy if he would surrender his five loaves and two fishes; the boy had an understanding with Him; they had an understanding together, the Lord of glory and the little boy, the unofficials. It is the same here with these unofficial servants. Oh to be shed of all our officialism and to be those who are accustomed to drawing from the source of the water! It is wonderful, dear brethren, and let us not forget that the water for purification comes through the death of Christ, His smitten side; that helps us to understand and appreciate the water of cleansing, what cleansing from defilement means. 

“The feast-master calls the bridegroom, and says to him, Every man sets on first the good wine, and when men have well drunk, then the inferior”. That is what is said in the world; people who get drunk do not know what they are drinking. I once sat beside a man in a plane and he was so drunk that I said to the hostess, ‘You have no business giving him that’. She said to me he was not getting liquor at all, he was only getting water. He had consumed so much that he did not know what he was getting. That is not here; this wine will not make anybody drunk; the wine that He provides will not intoxicate you, not the wine that Jesus provides. It is quite easy, you know, to lose your senses. We might have those occasions, pitiful to say, and you might lose your senses at them, might be overcome. But this, which He is producing, the joy that He is producing out of the water, the joy that He is producing, real spiritual joy, will not intoxicate anybody; it is not fermented; it is pure from the administration of Christ. Oh to come under His direction! Would to God that that was true of us all in every place, that we are prepared to accept the direction of Christ. The feast-master did not know; the bridegroom was astonished, but there is a system where the Lord is acting, and these unofficial servants are in the secret of where the true joy comes from, the true millennial joy—that is what it refers to, it points on to the millennium when Christ will be in complete control, and we want that, surely, in our lives because we are in the Galilean days. 

It is a wonderful term; I would not mind being called a Galilean. The two visitors from heaven in Acts 1 called the disciples “men of Galilee”. There is this about it, it is distinctive from the general run of Jerusalem to be Galilean; it is reproach maybe, but you can be in this sphere unofficially, in this sphere where the Lord is active, and He is bringing in the very best, not only producing wine where there was none, but producing a better quality of wine than ever before; that is what He can do. “Of his fulness we all have received”; you might say, wine upon wine, grace upon grace. Such is Jesus in this gospel. “This beginning of signs did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his disciples believed on him”. 

Think of that! There is further attachment and affection to Christ, as was said today. It comes back to that all the time, that you find a greater place in your heart for Him. Every visitation, everything He does, but increases His value, His preciousness to your heart; they “believed on him”. 

In the next scripture it is still Galilee, the sea of Tiberias. You get seven referred to, two not named. “Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee”. They were all in it. They all said that, ‘We will go with you’. There might have been some more prominent than others, but they set on the great proposal, “I go to fish”. Do not forget you complied; you said, ‘We go with you’. We are all in that. Now the disciples were not called from the fishing in this gospel. I have pondered that. In the other gospels they are called from the fishing, but not in John. So it is hardly right to 

Say they went back to their fishing. They take up something that is not mentioned in John at the beginning. It seems to me that John, including himself, would intensify the deflection, and it says, “They went forth and that night took nothing”—“nothing”— deficiency. Think of that; it was just an occasion, so to speak, for the Lord to come in. How fine that is! May we keep to the Galilean thought, and take care that there is nothing about our externals that would betray the great thought of baptism and the Lord’s supper. These things are this side of the rapture. I might say there is only one marriage on the other side of the rapture, and one feast. 

In the first chapter we read we have the marriage; in this section we have the feast. Both are brought together in Revelation 19—the marriage supper of the Lamb. Wonderful! But that is the only one on the other side of the rapture. All our marriages, all our social occasions, all that we carry on, is this side of the rapture, and in that respect we dare not infringe on the truth of our baptism, or the truth of the Lord’s table; we must not do that. Always keep in mind that we are this side of the rapture. But how wonderful when the true marriage comes, the true feast comes, the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

They had no fish, nothing to eat. “Children, have ye anything to eat?” “No”, they said. What a confession! That provides Him with the opportunity to say to them, “Cast the net at the right side of the ship and ye will find”. How often we fish from the wrong side of the ship; “the right side”, that is His direction, that is the direction of Christ. You can be sure that if you do not obey His directions you will be on the wrong side of the ship. There was no protest; that is one thing about them. They might have said, ‘Well, you are a stranger; we do not know who you are; we know 

this lake perfectly well; we have fished on this lake often and often; we know it better than you’. No, they are prepared immediately to accede to His directions, Beloved brethren, I call for this, for my own heart, my own manner of life, my household, all that belongs to me, to come under the direction of Christ. Otherwise there will be the confession, ‘No food, nothing to eat’. How pitiful! But as immediately coming under the direction of Christ we have—

“They cast therefore, and they could no longer draw it, from the multitude of fishes”. Think of that! How immediate, manifesting His glory. This is the third manifestation after He arose from the dead, the third one, the completion, so to speak. We are at the end, at the very end, and He is looking that His directions are complied with, are obeyed, in relation to all about us. 

“That disciple therefore whom Jesus loved says to Peter, It is the Lord”. But it took the draught of fishes, even with John; it shows you how dim the position was. He was the first to detect that it was the Lord, but it took the draught of fishes; that is not normal; John should have known it was the Lord before the fishes appeared. It shows how you can get into a state that is difficult to penetrate; but through the Lord’s activities John said to Peter, “It is the Lord”. “When therefore they went out on the land, they see a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, and bread”. This is sufficiency; this is His fulness. You think of Him, blessed Son of God, coming that eighty miles from Jerusalem; that is where He was last seen by them in Jerusalem, I suppose, in the upper room on two consecutive Lord’s days; now He has travelled eighty miles pursuing those wayward disciples, disciples who had gone off to fish. 

Here He is, standing on the shore. What a tender, affectionate appeal on the part of Christ! There He is, giving directions and being obeyed by the disciples. They come off the boat on to the shore and there is a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it. Now it is true this was a parental address to them. I sometimes wonder if it was not a maternal address as well as paternal. We think it is a paternal address, maybe, but it is not going to hinder me from thinking it is a maternal address. There is nobody like a mother to consider for wet, bedraggled, hungry people; a mother thinks about that, stays up all night to look after the children, care for them; it is like the motherly activities of Christ. He presents Himself as a mother— “how often would I have gathered thy children as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, and ye would not” (Matthew 23: 37; Luke 13: 34). He presents Himself as the mother. 

You think of the tenderness of this, “a fire of coals”. Think of Him collecting the coals, getting them alight, catching the fish, and then bread laid thereon; I think He even toasted the bread for them; He took the bread off the fire too. Such is the tender touch of Christ. You prove that as you are prepared to come, under his directions. I am sure, beloved brethren, in these days, when there is so much free thinking and planning for ourselves, we should not live like the world, but live like Galileans. In these days we need to come under His directions, to prove His service. After all the preparation He says, “Come and dine”. Think of that! “Come and dine”. It is early morning. He spoke about His death at the marriage. 

Someone might have said, ‘This is not language for the morning, it is breakfast’. No, “Come and dine”; it speaks of the marriage supper of the Lamb wonderful feast!—“Come and dine”. 

Oh the dignity that attaches to the service of Christ and His presence and His preparations! “Jesus comes And takes the bread and gives it to them”—that is fine, is it not? He does not say, There it is, you can have it. No self-service with Him; no. He comes and takes it and gives it to them. 

Tender Jesus! tender touch! Oh that we might know that and come under His direction. That is the way to it; I am sure of it. 

I finish with a reference to how John closes his gospel with a view of Jesus journeying on, still in Galilee. We are not told He moved out of it at all. As the gospel closes there is no mention that He moves out of it, but He is journeying on, and the two disciples are following Him, Peter and John. He says to Peter, “Follow me”. Peter turns and sees John following, and he says, “Lord, and what of this man? Jesus says to him, If I will that he abide until I come, what is that to thee? Follow thou me”. First of all He said, “Follow me”, then He said, 

‘Follow thou me’; that is peremptory. Beloved brethren, unless we are prepared for this, to have our part in the ongoing testimony, soon to finish at the rapture, we shall not be prepared for the peremptory commands of Christ. There is no opportunity, no room, for my self-thinking, my self-planning, it is a question of Christ. Now I think these two disciples represent the movement of the testimony almost at the end. The two silver trumpets were made, and two trumpets were sounded for the moving of the first two camps (Numbers 10: 5, 6). Judah and Reuben, Judah in the east and Reuben in the south. The silver trumpets were sounded and they moved into place; they moved into their pathway ready to move. Now that is Peter—“Follow thou me”; that is the peremptory call from the two silver trumpets. But the other two camps, Ephraim and Dan, had no trumpets to summon them into the pathway; they moved in, they followed their brethren. Once the ark took its place in the centre with two tribes ahead, these two camps moved in behind without any command; that is John. Oh just to be ready, you see, to follow the example without any command. 

The Lord did not give John any command, he just fell in line, he was following. That is the attitude, beloved brethren, a Galilean state and condition, that we obey the commands of Christ, and keep up to date; we follow Him in the pathway in view of the moment when He will come to take us. Well, may we be encouraged by the fact that, even though it is in Galilean conditions, there is the opportunity for Christ to manifest His glory. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Buckhurst Hill
13 October 1990 

 


Scripture references

John 2:1-12 (JND) [1] And on the third day a marriage took place in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. [2] And Jesus also, and his disciples, were invited to the marriage. [3] And wine being deficient, the mother of Jesus says to him, They have no wine. [4] Jesus says to her, What have I to do with thee, woman? mine hour has not yet come. [5] His mother says to the servants, Whatever he may say to you, do. [6] Now there were standing there six stone water-vessels, according to the purification of the Jews, holding two or three measures each. [7] Jesus says to them, Fill the water-vessels with water. And they filled them up to the brim. [8] And he says to them, Draw out now, and carry [it] to the feast-master. And they carried [it]. [9] But when the feast-master had tasted the water which had been made wine (and knew not whence it was, but the servants knew who drew the water), the feast-master calls the bridegroom, [10] and says to him, Every man sets on first the good wine, and when [men] have well drunk, then the inferior; thou hast kept the good wine till now. [11] This beginning of signs did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his disciples believed on him. [12] After this he descended to Capernaum, he and his mother and his brethren and his disciples; and there they abode not many days.

John 21:1-14 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. [4] And early morn already breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; the disciples however did not know that it was Jesus. [5] Jesus therefore says to them, Children, have ye anything to eat? They answered him, No. [6] And he said to them, Cast the net at the right side of the ship and ye will find. They cast therefore, and they could no longer draw it, from the multitude of fishes. [7] That disciple therefore whom Jesus loved says to Peter, It is the Lord. Simon Peter therefore, having heard that it was the Lord, girded his overcoat [on him] (for he was naked), and cast himself into the sea; [8] and the other disciples came in the small boat, for they were not far from the land, but somewhere about two hundred cubits, dragging the net of fishes. [9] When therefore they went out on the land, they see a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, and bread. [10] Jesus says to them, Bring of the fishes which ye have now taken. [11] Simon Peter went up and drew the net to the land full of great fishes, a hundred and fifty-three; and though there were so many, the net was not rent. [12] Jesus says to them, Come [and] dine. But none of the disciples dared inquire of him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord. …

John 1:29 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

John 1:43 (JND) [43] On the morrow he would go forth into Galilee, and Jesus finds Philip, and says to him, Follow me.

2 Samuel 15:17 (JND) [17] And the king went forth, and all the people after him, and stayed at the remote house.

John 7:39 (JND) [39] But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive; for [the] Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 6:10 (JND) [10] [And] Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place: the men therefore sat down, in number about five thousand.

Acts 1 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; …

Revelation 19 (JND) [1] After these things I heard as a loud voice of a great multitude in the heaven, saying, Hallelujah: the salvation and the glory and the power of our God: [2] for true and righteous [are] his judgments; for he has judged the great harlot which corrupted the earth with her fornication, and has avenged the blood of his bondmen at her hand. [3] And a second time they said, Hallelujah. And her smoke goes up to the ages of ages. …

Matthew 23:37 (JND) [37] Jerusalem, Jerusalem, [the city] that kills the prophets and stones those that are sent unto her, how often would I have gathered thy children as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!

Luke 13:34 (JND) [34] Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the [city] that kills the prophets and stones those that are sent unto her, how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen her brood under her wings, and ye would not.

Numbers 10:5-6 (JND) [5] And when ye blow an alarm, the camps that lie eastward shall set forward. [6] And when ye blow an alarm the second time, the camps that lie southward shall set forward; they shall blow an alarm on their setting forward.



OBJECTIVES

J. R. Cumming 

John 10: 17; Daniel 1: 8, 9, 17–21; Numbers 14: 6–10; 1 Samuel 1: 9–11, 24–28 

I was thinking, beloved brethren, that our hearts should be more affected by the love of the Lord Jesus. The chapter we have read from in John’s gospel brings Him before us in all His attractiveness. In this verse that we have read the Lord says, “On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again”. Now twice over in the chapter it is said that He lays down His life for the sheep. So it is fine to retreat into this indistinguished company of sheep in this setting—as far as the public side is concerned we do not matter, and really that is for our salvation. Abraham had lots of material goods. Jehovah blessed him, but he found his way unknown in this world, and was under influence to none in this world. So the sheep here are only attracted to one Person, and they do not answer to any other voice. 

The Lord says distinctly, “I lay down my life”. This is the way He took, beloved brethren, that you and I might be in this company. Throughout the readings today there has been emphasis on the cross and all that it meant for the Lord Jesus—“I lay down my life”. What willingness in love par excellence. Now that, we might say, is the end of that life—“I lay down my life”. There is something very final about that. But there was an objective, and it is that touch that I would like to speak about particularly, and that is why I have read these Old Testament scriptures. The Lord says here, “that”; there is a reason, “I lay down my life”, and the reason is—“that I may take it again”. That involves a new condition. A life laid down, that life infinitely pleasurable to God in every detail, and every day and night, it was laid down. You can understand then why the Lord says, “On this account the Father loves me”. 

We love the Lord, all of us here I take it; we love Him because He has gone this way. The Father loves Him in perfection, because everything in the way the Lord went was answered in His love. 

Now we come to the object, “that I may take it again”. Here is a life that is out of death; a life that is going to continue before God in all its perfection, with no deterioration whatsoever, and the grace of it is this that we are to share in that—“that I may take it again”. So there is something carried through, something carried forward, and I think, beloved brethren, if we get a touch like this to us, and what we have had working out amongst us today, especially as we are at the end of this dispensation, it would give us more purpose in how we approach things. Paul writing to Timothy in the second epistle speaks about difficult times; well, that is current, but he goes on to speak about many things in that chapter, including the things that Timothy knew about him, and he includes “my purpose”. I think it is the idea of his objective in life. 

Well, there are young people here. What is your objective? To get married? Good! To get a good job? I think that is Jacob, you know, but there is nothing wrong with that; I think Jacob wanted to get to the top quicker than the rest. I think it has been said in ministry that he finally met somebody who was smarter than he was; so we have to learn that way. In the meantime it is essential to include the Lord Jesus in your objective, and a great thing to include the assembly in your objective. We are oft-times encouraged by Paul I am sure, and we get the idea in that scripture we read today; he says to these Corinthians, “let your heart also expand itself”, (2 Corinthians 6: 13); his heart was expanded. In Colossians he says—it is the gospel really—“Christ ... whom we announce, admonishing every man, and teaching every man, in all wisdom, to the end that we may present every man perfect in Christ”, Colossians 1: 28. What an objective! You see we, twenty-five of us here, subject to the local brethren, we come in here to a comfortable room and we get help as we speak over the Scriptures. Think of the hundreds of people out there with nothing; nothing but themselves before themselves. Paul would view potentially all these persons as belonging in here, so let our hearts be widened when we think of what the gospel can do. 

I also link with this what Paul says to the saints in Ephesus—“until we all arrive”—that was the ministry—“until we all arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, at the full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ”, Ephesians 4: 13. That was his view in ministry. I oft-times wonder, beloved brethren, I include the sisters in this too, How do we approach the brethren? With any reserve, with any particular prejudice against any? I am only asking questions, I am not making any statements. Paul viewed all the saints in regard of this fulness of the Christ, and that is what he ministered. 

Well, Paul laboured and toiled with these two great objectives before him, and I think he is an example to us as to how we should work. Again I say to you young people, Have the Lord Jesus and the assembly in your objective. 

We will turn to Daniel, a young man, and he is speaking for other young men. What he does is to take a stand in separation from the world, and it is fine in verse 9, “God granted Daniel favour and mercy”. We were speaking earlier about what a Christian, a believer, should be conscious of, and as you go through exercises, whatever they are, it is very confirming when you feel that God has given you something in the exercise. Well, we know the result here. 

How much easier it would have been the other way; everything that the king had under his hand could have been taken by them; instead of that they decided for pulse and water; in other words, they wanted to make room for Christ in their lives, and not have their lives polluted with all that is in the world. This is the faithful element, beloved brethren, which goes on, and it continues right to the end. I trust I am being accurate in what I am saying. 

Daniel represents this element. His outlook was towards Jerusalem; that got him into trouble. Men could not find any fault at all in him, not even travelling at sixty miles an hour in a thirty mile limit (I am sure one brother here will not mind my saying that!). 

These men said they could only catch Daniel out in regard to his allegiance to God. What a testimony! He persevered; he had his windows open to Jerusalem, he always thought about the assembly. 

Now in Numbers you have Joshua and Caleb; they had been in the land, they had brought the produce of the land back with them. They took God at His word, and the description they gave as to the land in testimony was that it “is a very, very good land”. I think these men really had a touch of eternal life in their hearts, and as they came back amongst this argumentative company they just give a testimony that they knew was right. It was a testimony which was true, and it is a great thing when we talk about eternal life that we demonstrate it ourselves. We know the history, that whole generation had to pass off, and there were forty years of travelling, but I really think that every day in that forty years Caleb and Joshua evidenced the truth of eternal life in their hearts, and eventually they came into it in fulness. I was reading the other day that Mr. Taylor told a brother than during the time when the conflict as to eternal life was going pretty strongly, he saw Mr. Raven among the saints in one of the meetings in America in perfect liberty and happiness, and said to himself, 

‘That is eternal life’, and he said that it helped him to see the point in the conflict. So let us not just be college graduates, you know, in regard to the truth, let us be manifesting the thing in our lives, because if there were two men who might have gone under the load that they had it was Caleb and Joshua, but they had that feature in them of what God had given them in the way of promise, and they held on to it. 

Well, eternal life should be seen, not just spoken about, and that is one thing you young ones can be in as well as those of us who are older, and I trust we will all take the little reminder, that our actions here should be in the light and in the gain of persons who are in the truth of eternal life. Just as the enemy was completely against Daniel and his companions, so he was against men like Joshua and Caleb. But when Caleb was eighty-five he wanted a mountain; he did not want a park in a city for a seat, he wanted a mountain; he held God to His promise about that (Joshua 14: 12). 

Let us be more energetic. In Joshua 24, he says, “but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah” (Joshua 24: 15). I do not think you can shift men like these, and these are the kind of men that put not just physical weight into a locality, but moral weight. 

Just a few words on 1 Samuel 1. Here was a sister who felt things in her locality and also felt the whole public position, and she saw what was needed. It is a great thing to have a right motive because of a need, and Hannah was rightly concerned. She was misunderstood by her husband, she was misunderstood by Eli the priest, but that did not put her off. Where we read it says she was in bitterness of soul and prayed. What an asset to have in a company, you know, a sister in real concern. She prayed for what was needed, a man child. Complete unselfish devotion was there with her, that the little one whom she wanted more than anything in the whole world she was prepared to give to God. You see how the affections of Christ work out amongst the saints, and it is that that always wins the day. 

Eli says to her, “How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee”. Think of all that was happening in his house which had brought in really the distaste of God against the priestly system. Hannah does not say anything about that, but I think she felt it and carried it. 

So the child arrives, the child that she prayed for. It is a fine thing to see exercises come into fruition. We have to be solemnized when we think of various localities where difficulties go on, and go on, and go on, and you just wonder if there is not someone there who would come forward with this spirit, especially as we are affected by the soon coming of the Lord, and have all these matters sorted out. She brings this child forward after she has weaned him. God does not work with prodigies; God works with what is morally substantial. So this mother, Hannah, had the wisdom for that. She did not put this little child into things more quickly than she should. I think there is divine skill in that. It says after she had weaned him she took him with her, along with her own offering, “three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and a flask of wine”, I do not think you get that prescribed. What a spiritual sister she was, and salvation is then before God as to this boy being handed over on loan. As to a loan, you can sometimes say, ‘Well, I will take it back’. She lent this little boy to the Lord “all the days that he lives”. 

Well, she had got something, this sister, and we get something through her. It would encourage us, beloved brothers and sisters, to see if there is any lack in our localities and to fill it out, to take responsibility for things. That should be paramount in your list of objectives, you young men, to take responsibility, and the Lord will bless you. You have got this boy who grew, you know; this is well known by all. None of his words fell to the ground; God was with him right through, you might say, until David comes in. I think that is borne out in chapter 2 where it says, “Jehovah will judge the ends of the earth; and he will give strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed”, 1 Samuel 2: 10. That is in line with what God has promised, and therefore may our localities be held sensitively for God, and all that we seek to do and to say in them be measured on the line of what we have been speaking about, and there will be results for God, for His glory, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Vevey
14 September 1990

 


Scripture references

John 10:17 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again.

Daniel 1:8-21 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself. [9] And God granted Daniel favour and mercy before the prince of the eunuchs. [10] And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king who hath appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces worse liking than the youths who are of your age? and ye would endanger my head with the king. [11] And Daniel said to the steward, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, [12] Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink; [13] then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the youths that eat of the king's delicate food: and as thou shalt see, deal with thy servants. [14] And he hearkened unto them in this matter, and proved them ten days. [15] And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and were fatter in flesh than all the youths that ate of the king's delicate food. [16] So the steward took away their delicate food, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse. [17] As for these four youths, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. [18] And at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. [19] And the king spoke with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: and they stood before the king. …

Numbers 14:6-10 (JND) [6] And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, of them that searched out the land, rent their garments. [7] And they spoke to the whole assembly of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it out, is a very, very good land. [8] If Jehovah delight in us, he will bring us into this land, and give it us, a land that flows with milk and honey; [9] only rebel not against Jehovah; and fear not the people of the land; for they shall be our food. Their defence is departed from them, and Jehovah is with us: fear them not. [10] And the whole assembly said that they should be stoned with stones. And the glory of Jehovah appeared in the tent of meeting to all the children of Israel.

1 Samuel 1:9-28 (JND) [9] And Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk; (now Eli the priest sat upon the seat by the door-post of the temple of Jehovah;) [10] and she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to Jehovah, and wept much. [11] And she vowed a vow, and said, O Jehovah of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thy handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thy handmaid, but wilt give unto thy handmaid a man child, then I will give him to Jehovah all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head. [12] And it came to pass as she continued praying before Jehovah, that Eli marked her mouth. [13] Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; and Eli thought she was drunken. [14] And Eli said to her, How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee. [15] And Hannah answered and said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before Jehovah. [16] Take not thy handmaid for a daughter of Belial: for out of the abundance of my grief and provocation have I spoken hitherto. [17] And Eli answered and said, Go in peace; and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition which thou hast asked of him. [18] And she said, Let thy bondwoman find grace in thy sight. And the woman went her way, and did eat, and her countenance was no more [as before]. [19] And they rose up early in the morning and worshipped before Jehovah, and returned and came to their house at Ramah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife; and Jehovah remembered her. [20] And it came to pass when the time was come about after Hannah had conceived, that she bore a son, and called his name Samuel, [saying,] Because I have asked him of Jehovah. …

2 Corinthians 6:13 (JND) [13] but for an answering recompense, (I speak as to children,) let *your* heart also expand itself.

Colossians 1:28 (JND) [28] whom *we* announce, admonishing every man, and teaching every man, in all wisdom, to the end that we may present every man perfect in Christ.

Ephesians 4:13 (JND) [13] until we all arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, at [the] full-grown man, at [the] measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ;

Joshua 14:12 (JND) [12] And now give me this mountain, of which Jehovah spoke in that day; for thou heardest in that day that Anakim are there, and great fortified cities. If so be Jehovah shall be with me, then I shall dispossess them, as Jehovah said.

Joshua 24 (JND) [1] And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the elders of Israel, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers; and they presented themselves before God. [2] And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: Your fathers dwelt of old on the other side of the river, Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, and they served other gods. [3] And I took your father Abraham from the other side of the river, and led him throughout the land of Canaan, and multiplied his seed and gave him Isaac. …

Joshua 24:15 (JND) [15] And if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods whom your fathers that were on the other side of the river served, or the gods of the Amorite, in whose land ye dwell; but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah.

1 Samuel 1 (JND) [1] And there was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim, of mount Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephrathite. [2] And he had two wives: the name of the one was Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah; and Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children. [3] And this man went up out of his city from year to year to worship and to sacrifice to Jehovah of hosts in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of Jehovah, were there. …

1 Samuel 2:10 (JND) [10] They that strive with Jehovah shall be broken to pieces; in the heavens will he thunder upon them. Jehovah will judge the ends of the earth; and he will give strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed.



EVERY-DAY CHEER

For the Rest of the Road 

Geo. Cutting 

We have nothing to fear 

Though the journey be long; 

Though our weakness be great 

And our enemies strong. 

 

There is nothing to fear; 

Perfect love claims the right 

To direct us by day 

And defend us by night. 

 

He knoweth our frame, 

Counts it nothing but dust; 

But He calls us by name, 

And delights in our trust. 

 

He sees all that’s future, 

Understands all that’s past, 

And knows how much longer 

The journey will last. 

 

For our comfort He’ll care 

Every step of the road, 

Till His glory we share 

In the house of our God. 

 

 


Though some of His ways

May seem past finding out, 

The thought of His love 

Must exclude every doubt. 

 

These myst’ries, when solved 

In His presence above, 

Will but add further charms 

To the story of LOVE.

 

 


MUSINGS

“NOTHING COMMON” It is said of the holy city in Revelation 21: 27 that “Nothing common shall at all enter into it”. Not only will what is positively evil necessarily be excluded, but also what is “common”. It is the holy city ... coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God. Therefore it is unthinkable that anything common should have any part in it. But in practice we are tested in this. A man may have great knowledge and ability and eloquence (Apollos was eloquent)—all are right in their place, but if out of control they become “common”. One might descend to the use of worldly expressions when speaking of divine things. That would be “common”. Paul was dependent on “words ... taught by the Spirit”, 1 Corinthians 2: 13. They would be fully suited to set forth the truth in its beauty and purity. 

We have a striking picture of the holiness of God’s house in Isaiah 6. The prophet sees the Lord high and lifted up, and His train filled the temple. The Seraphim cried, “Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” There could be no trace of anything common there. 

Sometimes showy fashions intrude. Really, in any assembling of the saints, they are something 

“common” in a setting where Christ is to be the centre and object of all, and where everything is to be judged according to whether it pleases Him. Our natural personalities may intrude; that would be something “common”. May we be concerned to be in keeping in every way—

in how we appear, what we say, and in our spirits—with this most privileged and sacred area where all is to bear the stamp of the glory of God and the fragrance of the holy anointing oil. 

FCM

EXTRACTS

Everywhere you go you see brethren that are in hard circumstances, but there is a lot behind it. We shall see, and we are seeing, the results. What comes out in that great famine is that the people of God begin to acknowledge smallness. The first expression of the sons of Jacob was for corn. There was no idea of limitation of quantity, but just to get corn. Light was with Jacob as to where the food was; on the second visit he directs his sons to buy a little; “Buy us a little food”. That, I think, is significant. It is the principle of reduction. You have seen the great prosperity abounding in the world in recent years; money came in easily. We swell out as we get the money. Of course the more we do it, the worse we are inwardly, the smaller we are inwardly. The Lord does not like that. Prosperity of that kind is only hindering the work. 

It is a question whether we can say, like Jacob, “Go again, buy us a little food”; I will use a smaller house; I will use a smaller motor car. I am becoming more and more like the Lord as I become reduced, and I believe that the second letter [to Corinth] brings out the reduction in which Paul himself was reduced; but his heart was expanded. They were helped; let your heart expand itself. Let it be as if notice was given to me to let my heart expand itself. 

(From an address given at Council Bluffs in 1932, during the economic depression) J. Taylor (Vol. 96, pp.283, 284) 

Assurance of salvation is a question of Christ’s work. I have no thought that, in myself, I am anything else but a sinner. But I sin, if I doubt that He has made a perfect atonement. I affirm distinctly that there is no such thing recognised in the New Testament as that a Christian should doubt his salvation ... There is plenty of priesthood for infirmities, weakness, and so on; but God has taken me up, and dealt with me, as at the Red Sea of old, and put all, all away. We “have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear”. 

I was myself in such a condition for some six or seven years after I was converted, but, that has only served to convince me that this is, not a Christian place at all. And the reason of my assurance is that while Christ is within, the Holy Ghost has come down, His coming proves that Christ’s work is accepted. 

J. N. Darby (‘Notes & Jottings’, p.304) 

When I was a boy I remember a brother coming to my father’s house, and I said to myself, I wish I knew all that he knows! But another brother came, and he made me feel, I wish I had what he has! There was an impression, not of mere knowledge, but of substance and satisfaction. That is what tells on children as well as others. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Deuteronomy’, p.133)
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Scripture references

Revelation 21:27 (JND) [27] And nothing common, nor that maketh an abomination and a lie, shall at all enter into it; but those only who [are] written in the book of life of the Lamb.

1 Corinthians 2:13 (JND) [13] which also we speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, communicating spiritual [things] by spiritual [means].

Isaiah 6 (JND) [1] In the year of the death of king Uzziah, I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the temple. [2] Seraphim were standing above him: each had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he flew. [3] And one called to the other and said, Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory! …
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