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THE LAMB


John 1:29,30; 35-37;

Revelation 21:9 (from “come here”),13,14,23,27; 22:1

What our brother has said about piety has encouraged me to speak from these scriptures.  There were persons affected by a view of Jesus as the Lamb.  We have spoken a good deal lately about lowliness, which is a feature of piety.  The Lamb sets it out in all its blessed perfection.  At the fall, Satan sowed doubt in the woman; he said, ‘If you eat this, you will be as gods’ (Gen.3:5).  The germ of what Satan did then has spread through every generation of fallen man; they wanted to be as gods.  But God Himself came in as a Lamb, the Lamb of God.  How it affected both John the baptist and John the apostle, that there was a Man of another order.  John the baptist saw something that human eye had never witnessed before; “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”.  Jesus did not come into the world in His majesty and might.  It was there, it could not be hidden at times, but He came in lowliness.  In his gospel, Luke develops the way that Jesus came into the world.  It troubled Herod; when he got the news, he felt undermined, and sought to destroy the Child.  But what could Herod and all his power do?  What was there was indestructible.  John saw Him and said, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”.  Think of God working like that.  All that sin had brought in, God is going to remove through the Lamb of God.  That was how the children of Israel got out of Egypt.  There was a lamb in the house for four days, which was meant to affect them, and it is meant to affect us.  The lamb was slain, and the blood was there.  What a sight for heaven were the days of Jesus when He was here during those thirty-three and a half years.  What a lesson book for man, that God came in lowliness to undo the works of the devil.  Men are still going on in their pride and in their arrogance, empowered by Satan, but God has met the whole matter in the Lamb of God.

So John the baptist saw something of it; “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”.  That was the Spirit speaking; John could hardly have understood these words, but heaven saw to it that at the first view of Jesus publicly, these words were uttered, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”.  It was beyond what man could ever do.  Oh, that men would learn their lesson!  May we learn it, dear brethren, that God has moved in lowliness in the Lamb of God.  When John sees Him again, he just says, “Behold the Lamb of God”.  He must have spoken those few words very beautifully, for the disciples turned and followed Jesus.  He must have been so attractive as He walked.  He walked differently from the rest of the race.  What about our walk, dear brethren?  The walk of a pious man would be different.  He would not go to certain places, because they are defiling.  He would not use certain language, or even wear certain clothes, because they are defiling, they are not in keeping with the Lamb.  The Lamb was their guide.  “Behold the Lamb of God”.  It says, “Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter … heard this … and followed him”.  May these passages I have read help us to follow the Lamb.

There is a wonderful company seen in Revelation, and one feature was that they followed the Lamb wheresoever He went (Rev.14:4).  They would not go where He did not go; they followed the Lamb wherever He went.  These two disciples were so attracted by John the baptist’s few words that they abode with Jesus that day.  What a day it must have been.  It affected John the apostle.  It is thought that he might have been one of these two; that is why he speaks so much about the Lamb.  He was affected by what he saw in his first view and impression of Christ.  The first impressions are meant to change us completely.  The Lamb came to where we were in the circumstances in which we were, and glorified God in them as the One who takes away the sin of the world.

John is the writer of the Revelation, and the book is full of references to the Lamb.  It struck me as being very beautiful.  In a day to come when God will come out in display, what He will bring in is the Lamb.  What man would think to do that?  What are men, with their medals, their ambitions, all the things that they have discovered?  Where are they all?  God brings into display the Lamb, and how beautifully He does it.  The angel says to John, “I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife”.  How beautiful that the Lamb has a wife.  We would be included in that, dear brethren, persons who have been affected by the Lamb.  They have taken on another character.  That is what is in my mind tonight, that there might be a different character about us.  “I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife”.  How beautiful she is, not to the human eye, but she has been affected by the One who takes away the sin of the world.  She is not a Vashti or a Jezebel; they were women out of their place.  We see that today; things have got out of their orbit.  What kind of wife would be suited to the Lamb?  “The bride, the Lamb’s wife”.  Oh, how beautiful she is!

John goes over the details of what marked her.  Then he refers to the twelve apostles of the Lamb; they had followed Jesus wherever He went.  What men they were, taken from their fishing boats to turn Jerusalem upside down.  What character they had.  The Jewish leaders wondered about these unlettered and uninstructed men who had followed the Lamb.  There were altogether different features seen in the twelve apostles of the Lamb.  What authority, dear brethren, it gave to the apostles’ teaching, what authority it gave to their ministry.  They were the apostles of the Lamb.  May we cleave to their words in these days when we are tested, with all sorts of wrong teaching coming in.  We might hear what one may say, or what another may say, but what do the apostles of the Lamb say?  They give us great detail about how we are to live our lives, and their teaching is going on to the end.  There is fruit from the teaching of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.  Their names will be on the twelve foundations of the city.  What a city it is.  Where will Babylon be?  It will be brought down in all its arrogance, but here is a city built on the foundation of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, on the apostles’ teaching, breaking of bread and prayers (Acts 2:42).  That is the character of the apostles.

There is no temple in this city.  It is permeated by the Lamb.  Everywhere you looked, you would see the glories of Jesus.  In a future day, there will be an appearing.  It will be different; it will be Christ in His majesty in display.  But here, there is no temple in the city.  “The Lord God Almighty is its temple, and the Lamb”.  These thoughts of the Lamb are going through in all their beauty, in all their attractiveness.  There is no need of any other light; the Lamb is the light thereof.  We look around in despair sometimes, but the “the lamp thereof is the Lamb”; it is the shining of Jesus in His grace.  God will have infinite delight in it.  Where will Satan be?  He will be bound.  God will bind him in order that this great display may come out of what God thinks of Jesus, the Lamb of God.  May our hearts be drawn to Him!

It says also that persons’ names are written in the book of life of the Lamb.  Would you like to realise that your name is there?  If we did realise that our names are there, dear brethren, our character would be different.  There are things that we would not do because they are not suited to the Lamb, the rejected, crucified Man, but the Man of God’s choice.  So there is the book of life.  It is good to realise that your name is written there.  We are told to rejoice that our names are written in heaven (Luke 10:20).  Why would we want a name here in this world?  Why would we aspire to greatness here, in a system that is coming down?  Our names are written in heaven.  Who wrote them there?  You could not write it yourself, but you can enjoy what has been written there.  Another wrote my name for me, and we can rest in the fact that our names are written in the book of life.  Not in a book of death, not the scrolls of men, but your names are written in the book of life of the Lamb.

And then we have the river, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.  It has impressed me that this chapter is permeated by the Lamb wherever you look.  What a great display it will be.  Mr. Darby’s poetry is full of it; he wrote beautiful hymns about the Lamb:-

‘God and the Lamb shall there

   The light and temple be,

And radiant hosts forever share

   The unveiled mystery!’            (Hymn 74)

Mr Darby addressed his soul in another hymn.  It is very beautiful; he wrote:-

‘The Lamb is there, my soul’            (Hymn 79)

If you care to look at that hymn, you will see that he also wrote:-

‘There on the hidden bread

   Of Christ, once humbled here.’

That is the manna.  I thought that the hidden bread was perhaps just those years that were hidden, but no, it is the whole of Christ’s life, typified by the omer deposited before Jehovah (Ex.16:34).  We will look on it and we will feed on it, as sharing God’s delight in the life of Jesus here on this earth.  What a thing to rest on, dear brethren.  The One whom men rejected, the One whom men crucified and set at nought, God has highly exalted and given a name above every name, and men will have to bow to it (Phil.2:10).  But today we are brought to feed on the Lamb.  It is interesting that it is John who writes about the Lamb so much.  He was the apostle who knew Jesus best.  Peter had to refer to John, the man who was in Jesus’ bosom and leaned on His breast.  So John is the one who wrote about the Lamb.  Peter had a different character, but when it came to a problem, he looked to John – the man who was feeding on the Lamb had the answers.

When we come to the Acts of the Apostles, it is Peter and John.  Peter was there – he was used to speaking – but the lame man took hold of both Peter and John.  Peter himself was affected by it.  He wrote about Jesus leaving them a Model, and then “when suffering” (1 Pet.2:21-23).  That was the Lamb; “when suffering, threatened not; but gave himself over”.  May we learn from the Lamb, dear brethren.  In the troubled times that we are in, may we hold on to Him.  May our hearts be encouraged to rest in it and to rejoice in it, for Christ’s name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Kirkcaldy

14 September 2014

R. Taylor


Scripture references

John 1:29-30 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. [30] He it is of whom I said, A man comes after me who takes a place before me, because he *was* before me;

John 1:35-37 (JND) [35] Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples. [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God. [37] And the two disciples heard him speaking, and followed Jesus.

Revelation 21:9 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.

Genesis 3:5 (JND) [5] but God knows that in the day ye eat of it, your eyes will be opened, and ye will be as God, knowing good and evil.

Revelation 14:4 (JND) [4] These are they who have not been defiled with women, for they are virgins: these are they who follow the Lamb wheresoever it goes. These have been bought from men [as] first-fruits to God and to the Lamb:

Acts 2:42 (JND) [42] And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers.

Luke 10:20 (JND) [20] Yet in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subjected to you, but rejoice that your names are written in the heavens.

Exodus 16:34 (JND) [34] As Jehovah had commanded Moses, so Aaron deposited it before the Testimony, to be kept.

Philippians 2:10 (JND) [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings],

1 Peter 2:21-23 (JND) [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps: [22] who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth; [23] who, [when] reviled, reviled not again; [when] suffering, threatened not; but gave [himself] over into the hands of him who judges righteously;



EXTRACT


There is a great difference between being occupied with what you are saved from, and what you are saved to.  If you are occupied with the first, it is only relief that is before you; if with the second, you are occupied with the hope of the gospel.  Our blessed Lord was not satisfied with getting us out of misery, but He obtained the Father's house for us … 

What a comprehensive verse it is, "who has died for us, that, whether we may be watching or sleep, we may live together with him", 1 Thess.5:10. He died that we might be with Him.  How that touches the heart!  And the word 'with' here is remarkable; it means co-partnership, association.  Well, that is most cheering, that whether I watch or sleep, I am to live with Him.

J.B. Stoney Vol.1 p.1-6


Scripture references

1 Thessalonians 5:10 (JND) [10] who has died for us, that whether we may be watching or sleep, we may live together with him.



THE LORD OF GLORY AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD


1 Corinthians 2:6-10;  2 Corinthians 3:6,17,18

I have in mind, beloved brethren, to draw attention from these scriptures to the Lord of glory and the glory of the Lord.  The Lord of glory speaks of the Lord Jesus as the Dispenser of glory, the One who can make glory effective in the saints, whereas the glory of the Lord is something that we can look on now.

The scripture in 1 Corinthians brings home to us how man as man is unable to take account of the things of God.   It says “for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory”.  It was folly on the part of men to crucify the Lord of glory, and Paul is bringing out here that it was a matter of ignorance on their part.  Lying behind that are the activities of the enemy, whose object was that this glory seen in the Lord Jesus should not be known to men.  Paul is speaking about God’s wisdom in a mystery, “which God had predetermined before the ages for our glory”.  God had predetermined that there would be men who would take on glory.  It is affecting to think that God had predetermined this before the ages for our glory, that God had prepared things for the saints.  “Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man’s heart, which God has prepared for them that love him”.  It is affecting to think of the way that God thought about us, and of what He has prepared for those that love Him.  These things, beloved brethren, are known by the Spirit.  It says “but God has revealed to us by his Spirit”; think of God revealing them to us by His Spirit.  It is the only way we can enter into and understand these things.  The glory which God has in mind for us is in Christ Himself, the One who is the Lord of glory.  Men in their ignorance crucified Him, and Satan had in mind that the glory would not be known by men, or taken on by men.  Satan, in getting men to crucify Christ, thought that would be the end of it, but, beloved brethren, it was not the end.  God purposed that men should take on this glory, the glory that is displayed in the Lord Jesus Himself.  

In the second epistle, Paul is bringing out what is in Christ now; chapter 3 brings out the glory of the new covenant, and the spirit of it as seen in the apostle.  The glory of the Lord would convey the particular way in which the Lord is the Mediator of the new covenant.  In the next chapter, Paul writes about what is shining in His face.  The glory is shining in the face of Jesus Christ.  Beloved brethren, it is a wonderful thing that, by the Spirit, we can behold that glory.  We are able to look upon Him.  I believe that this is the way the glory is taken on – it involves the Spirit's work in us.  Paul says that we “are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit.”  There is a close connection here between the Lord and the Spirit.  “Now the Lord is the Spirit”; that is a reference to the Lord Himself, who is the Spirit of the new covenant.  When we come to the end of the section, it says “even as by the Lord the Spirit”; I believe that is a reference to the Spirit Himself.  Beloved brethren, this is open to us.  I am sure we know something of it, so that the saints take on glory.  “But we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory”.  There is an added feature of glory every time we look upon the glory of the Lord, and that glory will remain.  It says in Revelation in relation to the assembly, the holy city, that it has the glory of God (Rev.21:10).  That is what is being acquired now, and it will be displayed in the day to come.

It is a great thing to see that the enemy has not triumphed, and that this glory has not been obliterated.  The Lord of glory was crucified.  There is no place in this world for Him; there is no place in this world for this glory.  The glory of Babylon is there, but the glory of God is shining in the face of Jesus Christ and we are able to look upon it.  There is nothing more blessed than to look upon that glory and for the saints to take it on.  I am encouraged by this second epistle.  Paul had had to write severe things to the Corinthians in the first epistle, but he is able to write to the saints at Corinth in his second epistle as taking account of something having been effected in them.  He looks at them in their real beauty.

I would encourage us all, beloved brethren, that whatever the conditions are outwardly, we can look upon this glory.  However few we may be, we can take on glory and we can become like one another.  I think this is the way to true unity.  It is not only that we agree – it is important to agree – but we are taking on the same glory, the same image “according to the same image from glory to glory”.  So there can be a testimony to God now as the saints take on this glory. May the Lord help us in it, in His name.

Word in meeting for ministry, Bad Endbach, Germany

7 October 2014

J. Wright

EXTRACT (Cont’d)

… "Now is our salvation nearer than when we believed". I ask, do you know what this salvation is?  The first thing is that the work is completed, not merely to get me out of misery and judgment, but to place me in glory.  That is the reason I have read about the thief on the cross.  Directly his eyes are opened, and he sees the just One suffering for the unjust, he says, "Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom" (Luke 23:42).  He saw Jesus as King; the Lord says to him, "Verily, I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise" … The effect of Christ's work was to transfer that man from the deepest misery to the greatest happiness.  See what he was transferred from, and what to!  By the efficacy of the death of Christ, that man passed from the lowest, deepest, darkest place of misery ever known to man, into the brightest, holiest, most blessed place of ineffable bliss with the Lord.  That is the transition.  That is what Christ has done.


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 2:6-10 (JND) [6] But we speak wisdom among the perfect; but wisdom not of this world, nor of the rulers of this world, who come to nought. [7] But we speak God's wisdom in [a] mystery, that hidden [wisdom] which God had predetermined before the ages for our glory: [8] which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, [10] but God has revealed to us by [his] Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.

2 Corinthians 3:6-18 (JND) [6] who has also made us competent, [as] ministers of [the] new covenant; not of letter, but of spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit quickens. [7] (But if the ministry of death, in letters, graven in stones, began with glory, so that the children of Israel could not fix their eyes on the face of Moses, on account of the glory of his face, [a glory] which is annulled; [8] how shall not rather the ministry of the Spirit subsist in glory? [9] For if the ministry of condemnation [be] glory, much rather the ministry of righteousness abounds in glory. [10] For also that [which was] glorified is not glorified in this respect, on account of the surpassing glory. [11] For if that annulled [was introduced] with glory, much rather that which abides [subsists] in glory. [12] Having therefore such hope, we use much boldness: [13] and not according as Moses put a veil on his own face, so that the children of Israel should not fix their eyes on the end of that annulled. [14] But their thoughts have been darkened, for unto this day the same veil remains in reading the old covenant, unremoved, which in Christ is annulled. [15] But unto this day, when Moses is read, the veil lies upon their heart. [16] But when it shall turn to [the] Lord, the veil is taken away.) [17] Now the Lord is the Spirit, but where the Spirit of [the] Lord [is, there is] liberty. …

2 Corinthians 3:6-18 (JND) [6] who has also made us competent, [as] ministers of [the] new covenant; not of letter, but of spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit quickens. [7] (But if the ministry of death, in letters, graven in stones, began with glory, so that the children of Israel could not fix their eyes on the face of Moses, on account of the glory of his face, [a glory] which is annulled; [8] how shall not rather the ministry of the Spirit subsist in glory? [9] For if the ministry of condemnation [be] glory, much rather the ministry of righteousness abounds in glory. [10] For also that [which was] glorified is not glorified in this respect, on account of the surpassing glory. [11] For if that annulled [was introduced] with glory, much rather that which abides [subsists] in glory. [12] Having therefore such hope, we use much boldness: [13] and not according as Moses put a veil on his own face, so that the children of Israel should not fix their eyes on the end of that annulled. [14] But their thoughts have been darkened, for unto this day the same veil remains in reading the old covenant, unremoved, which in Christ is annulled. [15] But unto this day, when Moses is read, the veil lies upon their heart. [16] But when it shall turn to [the] Lord, the veil is taken away.) [17] Now the Lord is the Spirit, but where the Spirit of [the] Lord [is, there is] liberty. …

Revelation 21:10 (JND) [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God,

Luke 23:42 (JND) [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom.



THE ARK


Joshua 3:14-17;  1 Chronicles 13:1-4;7-12; 15:2,14,15

I had an impression about the ark, beloved brethren, and I have been encouraged by our brother’s word.  We know that the ark is a type of the Lord Jesus.  The acacia wood, which is durable, points to the life of the Lord Jesus when He was down here.  Then we have the gold, which would relate to the glory and divinity of His person.  As we have heard, we can behold His glory and we can take it on.  We read here how the ark went into the Jordan.  The waters stood and rose up in a heap; it speaks of the power of the Lord Jesus when He went into death.  I was thinking especially of those who carried the ark.  They were in accord with the movements of the ark because it was carried by being placed upon their shoulders.  That is what we read of in 1 Chronicles 15, and so the Levites who carried the ark had to move together in unity.  It was not possible that one would walk to the left and another to the right, or that one would walk faster than another one.  They were all united by carrying the ark.  I was thinking that we all should be Levites1, able to carry the testimony through.  This is only possible if we are united, and that is by being in accord with the movements of the ark.

We cannot introduce any new ideas.  That was why I read the passage in 1 Chronicles 13.  We find there that there was a desire with David and all the people to bring back the ark, and it was a right desire.  Often we might have a right desire, but then we come short in working it out.  I think God greatly appreciated this desire of David’s to fetch the ark and have it among the people, the ark pointing to the glory of the Lord Jesus.  The ark was to be carried on the shoulders of the bearers, who were to be identified with its glory by having it on their shoulders.  They were to be subject to its movements; they were led by the ark.  But then in working out the desire to bring it back, there was failure with David.  The ark was put on this cart, but we see here that God was not in agreement with the way they were doing this.  So we see how this breach came about and how Uzza died.  In verse 12 it says that David was afraid of God and said: “How shall I bring the ark of God to me?”.

But then we see in chapter 15 that David was recovered; “Then David said, None ought to carry the ark of God but the Levites, for them has Jehovah chosen to carry the ark of God, and to serve him for ever”.  I believe he was recovered to the original thought of God, and we see how David was now able to bring back the ark of God.  I thought that we should all have a greater impression of the Lord Jesus, of the way in which He moved down here and of the life which He led – how perfect it was!  We should be impressed by the glory of His person.  We should as it were bear Him upon our shoulders, as it says in verse 15 “the Levites bore the ark of God upon their shoulders with the staves upon them”.  How can we be preserved if we do not proceed according to the thoughts of God?  It says here at the end of the verse: “as Moses had commanded according to the word of Jehovah”.  We should not consider these things to be unimportant.  As we already heard in our brother's word, we should contemplate the Lord's glory and we should take it on.  The ark was a rectangular chest, and there were the four rings on it into which the staves went.  I do not want to read too much into this, but we have often seen how the number four has been connected with what is universal.  I thought about the unity which should be seen amongst the saints.  It can only be so if the ark has its proper place, if we carry it on our shoulders and are guided by its movements.  When the ark went into Jordan, the waters rose up in a heap; the ark stood in the midst of the Jordan and the people of Israel went over the Jordan.  They speak of persons who can behold the glory of the Lord.

May we behold the glory of the Lord more and take it on.  May we give the Lord Jesus His due place and be subject to Him as He is in the midst and we are led by Him.  The ark, speaking of the Lord Jesus Himself, is what leads us and unites us.  May we be encouraged, and may the Lord bless the word.

Word in meeting for ministry, Bad Endbach, Germany

7 October 2014

U. Pfeiffer

EXTRACT (Cont’d)

… In Luke 23 is established the great fact, that by the death of Christ you pass from the deepest darkness to the brightest place … [The thief’s] death did not entitle him to enter Paradise.  It was Christ's death that obtained it for him ... 

… The thief on the cross entered into Paradise, and his own death had divested him of the encumbrance of the old man in a moment.  We are not free of the encumbrance as he was; he was free because he died.  So the apostle says, "if indeed our outward man is consumed, yet the inward is renewed day by day" (2 Cor.4:16).  Look at a saint dying and going to heaven; he gets brighter and brighter because the encumbrance is getting weaker.  I say the thief went to Paradise, and that he was free from encumbrance, because he could not carry a bit of the old man into that place … 

… The prodigal son entering the Father's house shows out the nature of our salvation.  It is not simply for my benefit that I am there, but God has a delight in having me there … Love delights to have me in its company.  If man's need were the measure of Christ's work, human joys would suffice; but, when divine love is the measure, the Father's house and the joys there are alone sufficient.  It is the Father's pleasure that His house should be filled,


Scripture references

Joshua 3:14-17 (JND) [14] And it came to pass when the people removed from their tents, to pass over the Jordan, that the priests bearing the ark of the covenant were before the people; [15] and when they that bore the ark were come to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipped in the edge of the water (and the Jordan is full over all its banks throughout the days of harvest), [16] the waters which flowed down from above stood [and] rose up in a heap, very far, by Adam, the city that is beside Zaretan; and those that flowed down towards the sea of the plain, the salt sea, were completely cut off. And the people went over opposite to Jericho. [17] And the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of Jehovah stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan. And all Israel went over on dry ground, until all the nation had completely gone over the Jordan.

1 Chronicles 13:1-4 (JND) [1] And David consulted with the captains of thousands and hundreds, with every prince. [2] And David said to all the congregation of Israel, If it seem good to you, and it be of Jehovah our God, let us send abroad to our brethren everywhere, that are left in all the lands of Israel, and with them to the priests and Levites in their cities and suburbs, that they may gather themselves to us; [3] and let us bring again the ark of our God to us; for we inquired not of it in the days of Saul. [4] And all the congregation said that they should do so; for the thing was right in the eyes of all the people.

1 Chronicles 7 (JND) [1] And the sons of Issachar were Tola and Puah, Jashub and Shimron, four. [2] And the sons of Tola: Uzzi, and Rephaiah, and Jeriel, and Jahmai, and Jibsam, and Samuel, heads of their fathers' houses, of Tola, valiant men of might in their generations; their number in the days of David was twenty-two thousand six hundred. [3] And the sons of Uzzi: Jizrahiah; and the sons of Jizrahiah: Michael, and Obadiah, and Joel, [and] Jishijah, five; all of them chief men. …

1 Chronicles 12 (JND) [1] Now these are they that came to David to Ziklag, while he kept still close because of Saul the son of Kish; and they were among the mighty men who helped him in the conflict; [2] armed with bows, using both the right hand and the left with stones and with arrows on the bow; [they were] of Saul's brethren of Benjamin: [3] the chief Ahiezer, and Joash, the sons of Shemaah the Gibeathite; and Jeziel, and Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth; and Berachah, and Jehu the Anathothite, …

1 Chronicles 15:2-15 (JND) [2] Then David said, None ought to carry the ark of God but the Levites, for them has Jehovah chosen to carry the ark of God, and to serve him for ever. [3] And David assembled all Israel to Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of Jehovah to its place that he had prepared for it. [4] And David gathered the sons of Aaron and the Levites: [5] of the sons of Kohath, Uriel the chief, and his brethren a hundred and twenty; [6] of the sons of Merari, Asaiah the chief, and his brethren two hundred and twenty; [7] of the sons of Gershom, Joel the chief, and his brethren a hundred and thirty; [8] of the sons of Elizaphan, Shemaiah the chief, and his brethren two hundred; [9] of the sons of Hebron, Eliel the chief, and his brethren eighty; [10] of the sons of Uzziel, Amminadab the chief, and his brethren a hundred and twelve. [11] And David called for Zadok and Abiathar the priests, and for the Levites, for Uriel, Asaiah, and Joel, Shemaiah, and Eliel, and Amminadab; [12] and he said to them, Ye are the chief fathers of the Levites; hallow yourselves, ye and your brethren, that ye may bring up the ark of Jehovah the God of Israel to [the place that] I have prepared for it. [13] For because ye did [it] not at the first, Jehovah our God made a breach upon us, for that we sought him not after the due order. …

1 Chronicles 15 (JND) [1] And he made him houses in the city of David, and prepared a place for the ark of God, and spread a tent for it. [2] Then David said, None ought to carry the ark of God but the Levites, for them has Jehovah chosen to carry the ark of God, and to serve him for ever. [3] And David assembled all Israel to Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of Jehovah to its place that he had prepared for it. …

1 Chronicles 13 (JND) [1] And David consulted with the captains of thousands and hundreds, with every prince. [2] And David said to all the congregation of Israel, If it seem good to you, and it be of Jehovah our God, let us send abroad to our brethren everywhere, that are left in all the lands of Israel, and with them to the priests and Levites in their cities and suburbs, that they may gather themselves to us; [3] and let us bring again the ark of our God to us; for we inquired not of it in the days of Saul. …

Luke 23 (JND) [1] And the whole multitude of them, rising up, led him to Pilate. [2] And they began to accuse him, saying, We have found this [man] perverting our nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ, a king. [3] And Pilate demanded of him saying, Art *thou* the king of the Jews? And he answering him said, Thou sayest. …

2 Corinthians 4:16 (JND) [16] Wherefore we faint not; but if indeed our outward man is consumed, yet the inward is renewed day by day.



DIVINE PROVISION


1 Kings 19:1-19

I was impressed by this expression that the Spirit of God uses, that Elijah “went in the strength of that food forty days”.  It is a wonderful thing to think of God’s provision, even in the face of such difficult conditions – you might say evil in its fullest combined expression in Jezebel and Ahab.  Yet in the face of that, God provided food, and Elijah went in the strength of it forty days.  He had been involved in exposing what was against God, what was counterfeit in the prophets of Baal.  Through the word of Elijah, the jealously of God had been expressed in His anger against this counterfeit.  These are very negative circumstances, but they help us to see that as we depend on God, and have an understanding of divine truth, power from heaven is available to us, no matter what may be against us.  The word is “If God be for us, who against us?”, Rom.8:31.  These are great and encouraging words.

Sadly, Elijah became discouraged and self-occupied.  Each of us is prone to these things; we may begin to look around rather than draw our resources from heaven.  It is like the time when Peter walked on the water; he had said “Lord, if it be thou, command me to come to thee”, Matt.14:28.  The Lord told him to come, and he obeyed.  But then it says of Peter “seeing the wind strong”.  It was a power similar to this power which was against Elijah, expressing itself in the wind and the waves.  Peter began to sink, but he cried “Lord, save me”.  I take great courage from the simplicity and yet the reality of the experiences through which the Lord passes us.  There is nothing that the eye of heaven misses, nothing happens by accident or by chance.  But Elijah was discouraged; he left his servant and went on alone.  We need to be careful about this, because there may be a tendency to become independent; we may say, ‘What is the use, we will go on alone’.  Elijah went to the broom bush, and rested there, he fell asleep, but God had His eye upon him.  It is rather like Jacob.  Elijah did not wrestle with God as Jacob did, but nevertheless he was under the eye of heaven.  There is something being taken account of by heaven of the reality of the work of God in persons, something which heaven will protect, which God will provide for and sustain in the face of difficult conditions.

So the angel of God came and woke him, and told him to arise and eat.  I was thinking of Paul, when he said “Ye ought, O men, to have hearkened to me” (Acts 27:21), then he encouraged them to take food, “for this has to do with your safety” (v.34).  Let us feed on the true food with which God has provided us, which is Christ.  There was at Elijah’s head a cake baked on hot stones, and a flask of water.  He woke up and fed himself, but then he lay down again.  It is easy to become lethargic, to drift into a situation where we might think that we will just have a little here, and a little there.  But the angel of God comes back, and says the same thing, “Arise, eat!”.  It is heavenly food, producing spiritual capacity and providing spiritual power to journey.  “Arise, eat; for the journey is too great for thee”.  Heaven knows what we are going through, and what is before us.  Why do these difficult circumstances arise?  I believe that God allows them to test His own work in us.  He knows how easily we turn aside, and He means it to be personal.  Barzillai was one who had cared for David, but there came a point when David was crossing over the Jordan, and he wanted Barzillai to go with him (2 Sam.19:33), but he would not go.  We sometimes speak about the young brethren, but some of us are older now, and we need to be careful.  We need to be sure that our links with divine Persons and with one another are solid.  The enemy will do what he can to disrupt, to bring in disagreement and distance, and to bring in doubt in our minds.  The tendency might be to say ‘Let me be, I am happy enough in these circumstances’.  But the angel said to Elijah that the journey was too great for him, and “he arose, and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights”.  God sustained him.

We need to take courage.  I am not saying that the brethren are discouraged, but we know what is in our own hearts.  We might wonder how things will turn out, but God provides us with the resources to continue.  It says “the journey is too great for thee”; the angel knew what was before Elijah, so he provided the cake of bread and the flask of water – beautiful allusions to something of Christ and something of the Spirit.  Divine provision is sufficient to see us through.  After the Lord went up into heaven, what was constitutional in the disciples was preserved.  The Lord had His eye on these persons, in the same way that He has His eye on you and me, on persons who love Him and are prepared to remain faithful to Him.  The work of God is something about which divine Persons are very jealous, and which They will sustain and strengthen and encourage if we remain faithful.

There was much that had to be learned by Elijah.  It is as though he said to the angel, ‘I am disappointed because I am on my own.  I have done all this for God, I have stood for God when things were difficult’.  But then God gave him a taste of divine power.  God was not in the whirlwind, He was not in the earthquake, He was not in the fire.  God was in the soft gentle voice.  It is a beautiful thing to experience the Spirit of Christ helping us through the difficulties which may come before us, which may seem insurmountable.  Then God said “Yet I have left myself seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth that hath not kissed him”.  It is a wonderful thing to prove that God has secret resources.  Mr Darby wrote of these expressions of divine support:-

‘Garments fresh and foot unweary

 Tell how God hath brought thee through’. (Hymn 76)

God told Elijah that He still had seven thousand persons that had not bowed the knee.  We may think that we shall have to go on alone, but Paul tells Timothy to pursue, “with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”, 2 Tim.2:22.  Such persons are divine provision for us and we can be bound together, we can walk together.  If we are feeding on Christ, if we are trusting, if we are dependent, God will see us through.  May we be encouraged for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Kirkcaldy

19 August 2014

G.A. Coull


Scripture references

1 Kings 19:1-19 (JND) [1] And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and in detail how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. [2] And Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah saying, So do the gods [to me], and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to-morrow about this time! [3] And when he saw [that], he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. [4] And he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a certain broom-bush, and requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough: now, Jehovah, take my life; for I am not better than my fathers. [5] And he lay down and slept under the broom-bush. And behold, an angel touched him, and said to him, Arise, eat! [6] And he looked, and behold, at his head was a cake, baked on hot stones, and a cruse of water. And he ate and drank, and lay down again. [7] And the angel of Jehovah came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise, eat; for the journey is too great for thee. [8] And he arose, and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. [9] And there he went into a cave, and lodged there. And behold, the word of Jehovah [came] to him, and he said to him, What doest thou here, Elijah? [10] And he said, I have been very jealous for Jehovah the God of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I am left, I alone, and they seek my life, to take it away. [11] And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before Jehovah. And behold, Jehovah passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in pieces the rocks before Jehovah: Jehovah was not in the wind. And after the wind, an earthquake: Jehovah was not in the earthquake. [12] And after the earthquake, a fire: Jehovah was not in the fire. And after the fire, a soft gentle voice. …

Romans 8:31 (JND) [31] What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who against us?

Matthew 14:28 (JND) [28] And Peter answering him said, Lord, if it be *thou*, command me to come to thee upon the waters.

Acts 27:21 (JND) [21] And when they had been a long while without taking food, Paul then standing up in the midst of them said, Ye ought, O men, to have hearkened to me, and not have made sail from Crete and have gained this disaster and loss.

2 Samuel 19:33 (JND) [33] And the king said to Barzillai, Pass thou over with me, and I will maintain thee with me in Jerusalem.

2 Timothy 2:22 (JND) [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.



DIVINE LOVE


Exodus 21:5,6;  John 13:1; 15:9-12;  Romans 8:35-37

These scriptures all speak about love.  I had a particular impression on Lord’s day of the greatness of divine love.  As we look upon the emblems every Lord’s day, we should get an impression as to the greatness of divine love, and a fresh sense of the greatness of the way in which it has been demonstrated in the giving of the Lord Jesus.  He has held nothing back; He has loved more than any other.  Our love cannot be compared to His.  We sang of that:

‘Our love is oft-times low,

    Our joy still ebbs and flows’.       (Hymn 349)

We all know that, so there is nothing to be compared to the particular character of divine love.  I feel limited in speaking about it; there is such depth and power in it, there is an abundance about divine love that cannot really be described.  But it can be experienced, and these scriptures bring out how it has been demonstrated by the Lord Jesus, how it is known now, and how it will be known eternally.  Think of how the love of the Lord Jesus towards His own has been demonstrated in its fulness, and we can know it at the present time.  Words cannot describe it, but its warmth and power and excess can be known by us.

On Lord’s day, reference was made in thanksgiving to this scripture in Exodus 21 about the bondman.  It speaks typically of the Lord Jesus, the One who came from Godhead glory and took up a bondman’s form.  He came here to serve in lowliness and humility, in dependence and obedience.  He came into the lowliest of circumstances to serve His God and Father and to serve His own, to serve men, to express the love of God in its fulness.  It says here, “But if the bondman shall say distinctly”; there is no doubt about this love, dear brethren, no doubt about the distinctiveness of the love of Christ.  The bondman says “I love my master”.  It refers to the way in which Jesus loved His Father, the way in which that love for His Father was demonstrated at Calvary.  We can take account of His pathway of devotion before that, but then He unflinchingly committed Himself to the will of His God and Father, to what was before Him as “he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem”, Luke 9:51.  So “the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”.  You might say that it was laid upon Jesus at Calvary, but He committed Himself in such a distinctive character, “I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”.  The love of this wonderful Person, the love of Christ, is to affect us.  There is nothing to be compared to it, or to the way that it has been demonstrated in its fulness.  In love for His Father, the Lord Jesus held nothing back.  His love for His Father was in His heart, the whole of God’s purpose was in His heart, and He held nothing back.  It was because of His love for His Father that He went through with what was involved in His laying down His life and giving His all.

Then there is the bondman’s love for his wife, speaking of Christ’s love for the assembly.  His love would secure it; it says: “Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it”, Eph.5:25.  He loved it so much, that vessel which was so dear to His affections, that He gave His all to secure it; “having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it”, Matt.13:46.  May we be affected by the love of this Person.

There was also the bondman’s love for his children.  That encompasses us.  What love was demonstrated by Christ; “I will not go free”.  Oh, the distinctive love of Christ!  May it affect us day by day, particularly on a Lord’s day morning as we show afresh our commitment to the Lord in the scene of His absence:

‘For thou hast loved us with love never failing,

Laid down Thy life for us, given Thine all.’ (Hymn 164)

Dear brethren, let us be affected more and more by the love of this Person.  I felt we had a particular impression of it on Lord’s day; we started with Hymn 235;

‘Love in Thy lonely life

   Of sorrow here below’.

Think of the love of Jesus, day by day committed to the will of His God and Father.  Along with that, He loved His own; He cared for them day by day.  He had nothing but the best in mind for them, their preservation and their care.   John leaned on His bosom and had a peculiar place in His affections.  The love of Jesus was known by His disciples in His life here, and it is still known at the present time.

In John 13, it says: “Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end”.  It would include His work on the cross at Calvary, but I think it encompasses more than that.  He loves us at the present time, as we often sing:

‘Tis stable as His steadfast throne,

    For evermore the same’.        (Hymn 349)

His love, demonstrated at Calvary in its fulness, is still the same now.  He held nothing back then, and His love is still towards us.  What a wonderful comfort, support and encouragement it gives us to know that His love is still the same, still towards us.  This verse in John 13 has been spoken of as referring to the love for His own that there was in the past, His love at present and the love that will be in the future.  It is an unceasing love, a love that will carry us through.  We need the power of that love to carry us through; “having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end”.  It will carry us through into eternity.

I read in chapter 15 where Jesus tells them to: “love one another, as I have loved you”.  This was the verse that was in my mind.  The character of His love is to be known in the Christian circle, a circle of affection.  It was known among the disciples, it was brought into expression.  Divine love is known, it has been brought into expression.  It is not just something written down on paper.  You can write about love, but it is something that comes into expression, and it is experienced as it is expressed.  The love which is towards us in Christ is expressed in the Christian circle.  We love Christ so much because of all He has done and because of who He is, but then we love those who are of the same character as Him, who are of the same order as Him, who are like minded.  We are to “love one another; as I have loved you”.  May it come into expression more.  It is there; we could all say that we have known something of this divine love that has come into expression in the circle of the saints.  May we know it in a greater way.

In Romans, it says: “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? tribulation or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?”.  There are so many things that can come in to discourage us, to turn us aside, to cause us to get down at times, but what comfort this scripture would give us, “If God be for us, who against us?”  If the love of Christ is for us, what can come against us?  It says, “But in all these things we more than conquer through him that has loved us”.  What a Person He is!  “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages to come” (Heb.13:8); His love is the same, and is towards us.  May we know more of it, this ‘rich unbounded treasure’ (Hymn 448).  The depth of His love is a rich, unbounded treasure, and it is towards us.  May we be encouraged and comforted as taking account of the greatness of the love of Christ, for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee

3 June 2014

K. Walker


Scripture references

Exodus 21:5-6 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free; [6] then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the door-post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever.

John 13:1 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end.

John 15:9-12 (JND) [9] As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you: abide in my love. [10] If ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love, as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. [11] I have spoken these things to you that my joy may be in you, and your joy be full. [12] This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you.

Romans 8:35-37 (JND) [35] Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? tribulation or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? [36] According as it is written, For thy sake we are put to death all the day long; we have been reckoned as sheep for slaughter. [37] But in all these things we more than conquer through him that has loved us.

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Luke 9:51 (JND) [51] And it came to pass when the days of his receiving up were fulfilled, that *he* stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,

Matthew 13:46 (JND) [46] and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it.

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].



FINDING SOMETHING TO DO


John 6:10-13

John’s gospel has a character of its own.  At the end of the gospel, John tells us that: “Many other signs therefore also Jesus did before his disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life in his name”, John 20:30,31.  What marks John’s gospel is what Jesus did, not so much what His disciples did.  In the other gospels, the Lord instructed those that were following Him, those that were to be apostles, about what to do.  He gave them commissions and sent them out; in Luke’s gospel He sent out the seventy.  We do not get any of that in John’s gospel.  It has often been said of John’s gospel that it is what the Lord does Himself.  There is not much made of His own by way of service in this gospel.

I thought that if this is the case, then what Jesus did ask them to do in John’s gospel must have significance.  In this incident, “Jesus took the loaves, and having given thanks, distributed them to those that were set down”.  In the other gospels, the disciples distributed the food.  But in John, He did ask them to do some things.  “Make the men sit down”; that is one thing He asked His own to do.  Another was, “Gather together the fragments which are over and above, that nothing may be lost”.  The Lord did not do that, His disciples did that.  Therefore I thought it would be interesting to note some of the things in this gospel that the disciples did or were asked to do.  I think you will find that they are simple things, but important.  So Jesus said: “Make the men sit down.  Now there was much grass in the place”.  That would facilitate the Lord in what He did.  It is as though His disciples were to make these persons restful so that they could feed, and benefit from the Lord’s service to them.  Then there was nothing to be left, nothing to be wasted; “Gather together the fragments”.  That is something we can all do, gather together fragments.  We can gather individually or we can gather when we are together.  Take something away and do not let it be lost, think upon it afterwards, benefit from it for yourself as having gathered up some impression, some substance.  It is a simple thing; no one might know that you are doing it, but we can gather up something from what the Lord has given us. There is another thing that the Lord asks His own to do and it is “that ye love one another”, John 13:34.  That is a simple thing.  Our brother has been speaking about the love of Christ.  He asks us to love one another, He asks us to wash one another’s feet (John 13:14).

Sometimes the disciples did things in this gospel which the Lord did not ask them to do.  In chapter 4, they went away to buy provisions; the Lord never asked them to do that.  Later, they went fishing; the Lord never asked them to do that.  So there was no fruit from that.  There are very few examples of the Lord directing them and asking them to do things in John’s gospel because He did most of it Himself.  It is to bring out His glory, His ability in what He can do.  I think that it marks the end of the dispensation because John’s gospel is written for the end, but Jesus did ask them to do certain things.  A number of times, He asked them to love one another, which shows the importance of that.  I have been affected and impressed by His own love, His personal love.  Love is a simple thing; the youngest can express it.  We all can, and we appreciate it.  Another thing that the Lord asked the disciples to do was in John 21, “Cast the net at the right side of the ship and ye will find.  They cast therefore, and they could no longer draw it, from the multitude of fishes”, John 21:6.  They had set out on this expedition on their own initiative and it was fruitless, but once they came under the Lord’s direction and He asked them to do something, there was a great result from it.  They must have been downcast but as under the Lord’s direction, there was a great result.  It is important for us to be kept close to Him and to be exercised that what we do is under His direction, then there will be benefit from it.  It was the Lord that provided the food here; it is what the Lord does.  He provided it, then said “Come and dine”, John 21:12.

At the end of John’s gospel the Lord gave Peter a commission; He said to him, “Feed my lambs” (John 21:15) and then He said “Shepherd my sheep”, and “Feed my sheep”.  That was the Lord giving Peter something to do.  How important that side of things is, “Feed my lambs”, “Shepherd my sheep” and “Feed my sheep”.  Peter had this special commission from the Lord and He fulfilled it.  How necessary is shepherding and feeding.  It is quite a simple thing in one way, but it brings into relief what the Lord does in this gospel.  He does so much and that is a feature of the last days.  Peter and John are seen in the beginning of the Acts.  Peter was very active, but not so John; he was held in reserve and he wrote later.  John’s writings were the last in the Scriptures; he wrote for our time and he brings the glory of Christ before us in a remarkable way, brings before us throughout this gospel what the Lord does Himself.  So none apart from the Lord are doing great things in this gospel, yet in some instances, His own are under the Lord’s direction in simple things.  I think that is our portion at the end of the dispensation – filling out simple functions.  We are all in the body, we all have a function, none are outstanding; but if that is the case, it is all intended to point to the glory of Christ and what He is doing.  It must be an attractive thing to be under the direction and guidance of such a Person.

May we find something to do as keeping near to the Lord.  We can all gather up something as loving one another, we can all contribute to making the saints restful, and be under the Lord’s direction in view of getting food for them. May the Lord bless these simple thoughts.

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee

3 June 2014

G.B. Grant

            EXTRACT (Cont’d)

… Do you accept that this is the main point? … in the gospel, the light that first comes to you is the light of the end, it is "the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ" (2 Cor.4:4).  The light comes from the finish, though it begins with you where you are, and conducts you to the finish … If that end is mine, it is from that end I actually derive all the way.  My income is from thence, the Holy Spirit comes from thence.

… Luke's gospel shows that you are not saved for earth, but saved for heaven.  From whence, then, do you get your joys? From heaven!  "Who has died for us … that we may live together with him" (1 Thess. 5:10).  That is the end, the proper hope of the Christian; and you are actually deriving your present enjoyments from that end. 
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Scripture references

John 6:10-13 (JND) [10] [And] Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place: the men therefore sat down, in number about five thousand. [11] And Jesus took the loaves, and having given thanks, distributed [them] to those that were set down; and in like manner of the small fishes as much as they would. [12] And when they had been filled, he says to his disciples, Gather together the fragments which are over and above, that nothing may be lost. [13] They gathered [them] therefore together, and filled twelve hand-baskets full of fragments of the five barley loaves, which were over and above to those that had eaten.

John 20:30-31 (JND) [30] Many other signs therefore also Jesus did before his disciples, which are not written in this book; [31] but these are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life in his name.

John 13:34 (JND) [34] A new commandment I give to you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.

John 13:14 (JND) [14] If I therefore, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another's feet;

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

John 21:6 (JND) [6] And he said to them, Cast the net at the right side of the ship and ye will find. They cast therefore, and they could no longer draw it, from the multitude of fishes.

John 21:12 (JND) [12] Jesus says to them, Come [and] dine. But none of the disciples dared inquire of him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord.

John 21:15 (JND) [15] When therefore they had dined, Jesus says to Simon Peter, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Feed my lambs.

2 Corinthians 4:4 (JND) [4] in whom the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is [the] image of God, should not shine forth [for them].

1 Thessalonians 5:10 (JND) [10] who has died for us, that whether we may be watching or sleep, we may live together with him.



Notes


	[←1]
	 Genesis 29:34 – Levi means “united”.




Scripture references

Genesis 29:34 (JND) [34] And she again conceived, and bore a son, and said, Now this time will my husband be united to me, for I have borne him three sons; therefore was his name called Levi.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …
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