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CHRIST AS AVAILABLE TO BELIEVERS IN THE WILDERNESS JOURNEY

A. Martin

Exodus 16: 13–16, 31–36; Numbers 17: 1–11; 19: 1–9 

I was thinking for this occasion of the availability of the Lord Jesus in the wilderness pathway. It may be that we are not all yet on the wilderness pathway. The Lord Jesus is available anyway, we know that. The children of Israel came into the wilderness by a certain process. They were in Egypt and they were in bondage. They felt it and their cry went up to Jehovah, so much so that Jehovah said, “their cry I have heard ... I am come down to deliver them”, Exodus 3: 7, 8. Think of God as coming down in love. He had come down before in Genesis. The first time in scripture when it says God came down was at Babel when man was building up; God came down to see what man was doing and He confounded it. The second time He came down because the cry of Sodom had gone up. He saw man in his degradation and God came down in judgment there. But then another cry went up and it was the cry of His people in bondage and He came down to deliver them. Wonderful grace! What a God we have to do with. 

I suppose we are all familiar with how He delivered them. They had to take a lamb and bring it into the house, and that lamb had to stay in that house for four days; think of that, a lamb in the house for four days. A lamb does not belong in a house, it is not a natural environment for it, but it was there for four days. It speaks typically of how the Lord Jesus came from glory where He belonged; He came into the very world that He had created and dwelt there among men. What a wonderful thing! Think of that lamb in the house for that period of four days, and you know the reason why it came into the house. It came in in order that it should die. 

The lamb came into the house and after four days it was slain, and the blood was taken and put on the doorposts and on the lintel. God’s claims were met in respect of sin, and the destroying angel looked upon that blood and did not visit that house with judgment. Being under the shelter of the blood of Christ is a wonderful thing which you may have known. If you have not had such an experience, I urge you this very day to get into the presence of the Lord, to know that apart from the work of Jesus and the shedding of His precious blood there is nothing for you but death and the wrath and the judgment of God. There is no outlook for you but that, apart from the faith that you have in the blood of Jesus, and the light that that brings in your soul. But for the believer, God does not look on you and all your works and all your terrible history. He looks upon the blood and says, “when I see the blood, I will pass over you”, Exodus 12: 13. That was the first stage in their history. Let no one in this room go to bed tonight without that assurance in their soul, because if you have not faith in the blood of Jesus your future is bleak indeed. What hope do you have? Faith in the Lord Jesus, in His finished work and in His precious blood, is the answer to it all. 

But then they had to come out of Egypt, and they had to come out by way of the Red Sea. There they were a poor people, but nevertheless they were on the move and they were leaving that world of bondage of sin behind them. The Red Sea was before them and the armies of Pharaoh were behind them. What could they do? What seemed certain to them was that death was before them; whichever way they turned, they faced death. This is what the Red Sea tells us, that the Lord Jesus has been into death, “Jehovah made the sea go back by a strong east wind all the night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided”, Exodus 14: 21. 

Think of the One who experienced that strong east wind! Think of all that Jesus went through in that night. Think of what He endured from the hand of God, and how He went into death itself and, in doing so, made a way through. So that what appeared to the children of Israel to be the end of everything became the route into blessing, it became a way through. What a God we have to do with! One who can make a way out; He makes a way out through death. 

I had not intended to say so much about a way out of Egypt, but what I wanted to speak of is how the Lord Jesus is constantly available to us in the wilderness. They came through the Red Sea and now, according to God’s ways with the leading of the cloud, they needed to proceed into the land of God’s purpose. But they needed sustaining and the children of Israel felt that. They cried to Moses in unbelief. We need not cry out in unbelief because circumstances look impossible. Cry out by all means but not in unbelief. We have One, beloved, who can make a way through, who can provide for every circumstance. Young believer, you will prove that there is One who can provide for every circumstance of life, and prove what He Himself can be as He does so. Well, the children of Israel felt the need of food, and they cried out and said, We want flesh. They had been used to a certain type of food in Egypt; they spoke about sitting by the flesh-pots. What self-indulgence is that—sitting by the flesh-pots! God says, I have a different kind of food for you I want you to feed on the One whom I have before Me, the One whom I feed upon. “And it came to pass in the evening, that quails came up, and covered the camp”. They would have understood that this was the flesh they had asked for. 

God said, I will give you a taste of that and then I will give you something to compare with it. 

“And when the dew that lay round it was gone up, behold, on the face of the wilderness there was something fine, granular, fine as hoar-frost, on the ground. And the children of Israel saw it, and said one to another. What is it?” They had never seen anything like it before, and there it was upon the wilderness. It had come in, conveyed on the dew, in wonderful grace. There it was upon the wilderness; it had into changed the shape of the wilderness. It had come into the wilderness as it was and covered the face of it, all around the camp. And they said, “What is it?” You remember how they said of Jesus when He was here, “as to this man, we know not whence he is”, John 9: 29. They said that because they did not have the secret. The Jews at that time did not understand who He was. I love to think of the children of Israel eating this food every day for forty years. It says, “And the house of Israel called its name Manna”. The word ‘manna’ means. What is it? 

The father, the householder, had to go out every morning, he left the tent early, and doubtless he would say, I am going out to collect the manna. How their appreciation should have grown day by day as they tasted it. The manna is described in the scripture three times, and every time the description is increased. We have two descriptions here in Exodus 16 and there is another description in Numbers. The description increases as if the Holy Spirit would say to believers who appreciate it. What is it? Is there anything like it? Is there not enough to fill the soul? You say, Well I had the manna yesterday, what am I going to have today? A fresh touch of the manna and you taste it again, and you say, What is it? There is nothing like it! it is not like the food we tasted in Egypt, that would have brought me a little pleasure for a time and left me wondering what I was going to do next. No, nothing like that, the manna is full of satisfying grace, full of a wonderful sweetness. The description here speaks of its sweetness but first it speaks of the character, “granular, fine as hoar-frost”. Where do you find these qualities? Think of the fineness that was seen in the life of Jesus, the total consistency that was seen in that perfect life, never anything that was out of accord with the will of the Father. 

The manna came from heaven, it came down from above. The Lord Jesus came down from above, “I am from above”, He says (John 8: 23). Think of the perfection of that life; there was no fault to be found in Him. No one could find anything inconsistent. They could never take hold of something He said one day and put it against something He said another. There was never anything inconsistent with Him. They could never take His words and put them against His actions; there was total consistency all in relation to the will of His Father. Think of that perfect life of Jesus—“What is it?” How God treasured that life! 

The record we have in the gospels is of One who devoted His whole life to the will of God, serving as that will demanded; serving men who were not fine, men who were corrupt, men who were tainted by sin, men who were ungrateful, who had themselves as their objects. 

There was One here, beloved, in the perfection of manhood, who had God as His object, and was here to shed amongst men the light and the love of God, and more than that, to display here on earth everything that God had ever looked for in a Man, to display every feature of perfection and excellence that God had sought. 

No wonder God could say, “Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”, Luke 3: 22. How wonderful to think of God expressing those feelings about the life of Jesus in an unqualified way. There was never a moment when He did not find His delight in Him. As we said in the reading, when Jesus was here upon earth God was justified in taking up man because every thought of God in relation to man was displayed in Him. There was perfect communion, perfect grace, perfect consistency with everything that God had in mind, right from the outset when Adam was created. It has all been taken up and it is all displayed in one glorious holy Man who was here upon this earth untainted by all that was around. 

He came into this scene. He was found amongst men, the scriptures would have us to believe that He may physically have been indistinguishable from other men, although the one who said that was the one who should have known Him more than any. I find it very affecting, that when they came to take Him, it was not the priest or the Pharisees who said, How shall we mark Him out? It was one of the twelve who said that you will need to know which one He is. O beloved, it was one who had been in His company who did not appreciate the distinctiveness of the One who was there who said that you will need someone to mark Him out. What terrible darkness was in the heart of that man. But there was One who was distinctive and perfect in every respect upon this earth. He was treading the pathway of the will of God. Beloved, are we still saying, as we feed upon the life of Jesus, 

“What is it?”? You go to work, you spend your time among men, you come back in the evening, you go to the meetings and you get a touch from the Spirit of God in your soul, and you say, What is it? It is that life, the life of Jesus. 

Well, God would never have them forget that, He said, “Fill an omer of it to be kept for your generations; that they may see the bread that I gave you to eat in the wilderness”. Keep it, that is what God is saying, I am never going to let this out of My sight, and I do not want it to be forgotten by any of My people. Think of God treasuring the manna so much; His valuation of the life of Jesus was such that His treasure is there. We know little of most of the life of Jesus; I believe the first thirty years were for God, they are treasured in the divine treasury. 

God says to the overcomer, “To him that overcomes, to him will I give of the hidden manna”, Revelation 2: 17. He says, I am keeping something, it is secret, it is the life of Jesus, I will give you to partake of that. So God says here, Keep it for your generations, put it there before Jehovah. It is interesting that it says that “Aaron deposited it before the Testimony”. They had just come out of Egypt, the tabernacle had not been set up, the ark had not been made, the tables of stone had not been given, but it shows, I believe, that here was an order of man that God had in mind from the outset. The tables of stone did not represent that order of man, the manna represented it, and if the tables of stone were to be put there in the ark, the manna is to be before it. God says, I am starting with that, first there is the manna, there is a Man who pleases Me in every respect, and you are to feed upon that One. 

As we go through the wilderness we come across many exercises. In Numbers even the camp of God was in a state of open rebellion. People saying, Well, we have Moses and Aaron but we are just as good as they are, we can manage on our own. They challenged the way God would bring them, and He says, I am going to give you a sign to show whom I have chosen. 

Now each of the tribes was to take one staff and give it to Moses, and Moses put the twelve staves in the tabernacle. There they were kept overnight, and in the morning the staff of Aaron had this wonderful effect, it “had budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and ripened almonds”. You know what that speaks of? Life, life out of death. The manna is the life of Jesus as He was seen upon earth, but here we have an evidence of the life of Jesus out of death. There is One whom God has thus distinguished. Every other man has failed in God’s view. You think of these twelve elders, each one took his staff. Think of them going up to Moses and there he was with the twelve staves, and maybe they all looked at the one that had budded first saying. Is that mine? Every other man has failed, every man has “come short of the glory of God”, Romans 3: 23. The Lord Jesus in accomplishing the work of salvation has been raised by the glory of the Father. Peter speaks of Him having been exalted by the right hand of God. God would not leave Him in death. It is as if God had, from the heavens above, reached down into the depths of death, and raised Him up and given Him a place of exaltation in glory. There we have it, the staff of Aaron was there, and it budded and it brought forth blossoms and ripened almonds. Life was there and not only life but fruitfulness was there and God said it was to be kept, just as the manna was to be kept, this rod is to be kept, “Bring Aaron’s staff again before the testimony, to be kept”. 

How God would delight in that! He said, Keep it there to stop the murmurings. God has laid help upon One who pleases Him and He has given Him glory. God said, Keep that before the testimony, keep that before the children of Israel. God could take account of it too. There was One who was distinguished in every respect by God, against the background of failure by every other man. Christ is distinguished, and yet this is not simply that Christ is distinguished, Aaron was the high priest. Sometimes we feel weak in the pathway; we find we are not able to live up to the standards we set ourselves, but we have a High Priest. He has been distinguished by God; He has been in our circumstances. He is not unable to sympathise, as the writer to the Hebrews says. In other words He can appreciate the circumstances of life. He knows what it is like to move here in a scene amongst men, He can appreciate that, and now He is on high, distinguished by God, but there He is serving as priest. He is our High Priest, and He is able to intercede for us, to take up our cause for us. He serves us so that, although we are passing through a scene of corruption and death morally, we should have liberty to approach God Himself, to take up the part that God would have us enjoy in His own presence in His service. That is what, if the Lord leaves us here, we would desire to do tomorrow morning. On that occasion we would seek to take up our part in God’s service in a distinctive way. Is this reserved for Lord’s day morning, or do we have a part in God’s service at other times? The service of God goes on constantly, it is always going on. 

There is a great Priest above, He is distinguished in things relating to God, and God is desirous of seeking an answer from His people. Christ is available. If we feel weak, if we feel that we cannot rise to heavenly things, Christ is available as Priest, in view of our weakness here. 

Sometimes we find more than weakness, we are going through a corrupting world; it is not only corrupt, it is corrupting. You cannot go through this scene without being exposed to what is corrupt and what is corrupting. You cannot even go down the high street without being exposed to what is corrupting, so God makes another provision; Christ in another setting. He says. Take “a red heifer without blemish, wherein is no defect, and upon which never came yoke”. Nobody needs to be told who that refers to, “without blemish, wherein is no defect”. There is only one Man who shines out like that and never came under yoke. He was never beholden to anyone. You think of the Lord Jesus in all His distinctiveness. God said, Take the red heifer, and it is taken outside the camp. The red heifer is slain, its blood is taken and put before the tent of meeting, so that although we are in a defiling world, God would have us to be assured that there is still a way open for access into His presence. Then the heifer is burnt and everything about it was burnt. Think of all the Lord Jesus endured, that He bore in view of the whole matter of sin and the defilement that has come into God’s creation being met. “And the priest shall take cedar-wood, and hyssop, and scarlet, and cast them into the midst of the burning”. As you take account of the death of Jesus, you see that all that I am, anything that distinguishes me naturally, God sees to it that it is gone in the death of Jesus. It might be in my pride, it might be in my lower feelings, whatever distinguishes me, it all goes in the death of Christ; God has come to an end of it all, it has all gone into the burning. “And the priest shall wash his garments”, and so on. 

You say, How do I avail myself of that? It says, “a clean man shall gather the ashes of the heifer, and deposit them outside the camp in a clean place, and it shall be kept ... for a water of separation”. Christ is still available, not only is He available as food, not only is He available because of our weakness, but He is available for us when we find defilement and corruption coming in. 

He is still available; the ashes of the heifer are kept there, not in the Testimony. You could not bring those things into the holy place; it is outside the camp, and what happens? The running water is taken, the power of the Holy Spirit comes in, the ashes are applied with the running water to the one who has been defiled. Read this chapter, it is an instructive chapter. 

What you will find is that there are people there who are going through the normal events of life, maybe even doing what they needed to do and became defiled in doing it. Yet how important it is to resort to the Lord Jesus, to the death of Christ, and ask the Holy Spirit to help us, in order that whatever may have come into our minds or hearts may be removed by reference to the death of Christ. The Holy Spirit does that, it is really what the running water does, it is applying the ashes of the heifer. The Lord Jesus has died—the ashes of the heifer—and the Holy Spirit—the running water—is used to apply His death to the believer. As you go through the details, you find it is applied twice. Firstly it brings us to a sense of how unsuitable corruption is to the presence of God and the people of God; what a sense of sorrow that would give. Then it is applied again giving a sense of liberty, the liberty in which God would have His people to be free before Him. The thing is that it is always available. 

Beloved, that was my simple message. These things are kept, the manna is kept for God’s food and man’s food. God would have us feed upon the One upon whom He feeds. Aaron’s rod was kept. Christ who was distinguished in resurrection and in glory is now serving as Priest. In times of defilement we have recourse to One whose work has been kept. The death of Christ, typified in the ashes of the heifer, is constantly available. Christ is always available; there is never a circumstance for the believer where Christ is not available. May the Lord bless the word. 

Address at Edinburgh
8 June 2002 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 16:13-36 (JND) [13] And it came to pass in the evening, that quails came up, and covered the camp; and in the morning the dew lay round the camp. [14] And when the dew that lay [round it] was gone up, behold, on the face of the wilderness there was [something] fine, granular, fine as hoar-frost, on the ground. [15] And the children of Israel saw [it], and said one to another, What is it? for they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, This is the bread which Jehovah has given you to eat. [16] This is the thing which Jehovah has commanded: Gather of it every man according to what he can eat, an omer a poll, [according to] the number of your persons: ye shall take every man for those that are in his tent. [17] And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some much, some little. [18] And they measured with the omer: then he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little wanted nothing: they had gathered every man according to the measure of his eating. [19] And Moses said to them, Let no man leave [any] of it until the morning. [20] But they did not hearken to Moses; and some men left of it until the morning; then worms bred in it and it stank. And Moses was wroth with them. [21] And they gathered it every morning, every man as much as he could eat; and when the sun became hot, it melted. [22] And it came to pass on the sixth day, that they gathered twice as much bread, two omers for one; and all the princes of the assembly came and told Moses. [23] And he said to them, This is what Jehovah has said: To-morrow is the rest, the holy sabbath, of Jehovah: bake what ye will bake, and cook what ye will cook; and lay up for yourselves all that remains over, to be kept for the morning. [24] And they laid it up for the morning, as Moses had commanded; and it did not stink, neither was there any worm in it. …

Numbers 17:1-11 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and take of them a staff, a staff for each father's house, of all their princes according to the houses of their fathers, twelve staves: thou shalt write each one's name upon his staff. [3] And Aaron's name shalt thou write upon the staff of Levi; for one staff shall be for [each] head of their fathers' houses. [4] And thou shalt lay them up in the tent of meeting before the testimony, where I meet with you. [5] And it shall come to pass, that the man whom I shall choose, his staff shall bud forth; and I will make to cease from before me the murmurings of the children of Israel, that they murmur against you. [6] And Moses spoke to the children of Israel, and all their princes gave him a staff, one staff for each prince according to their fathers' houses, twelve staves, and the staff of Aaron was among their staves. [7] And Moses laid the staves before Jehovah in the tent of the testimony. [8] And it came to pass, when on the morrow Moses went into the tent of the testimony, behold, the staff of Aaron for the house of Levi had budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and ripened almonds. [9] And Moses brought out all the staves from before Jehovah to all the children of Israel, and they looked and took each one his staff. [10] And Jehovah said to Moses, Bring Aaron's staff again before the testimony, to be kept as a token for the sons of rebellion, that thou mayest put an end to their murmurings before me, that they may not die. [11] And Moses did so: as Jehovah had commanded him, so did he.

Numbers 19:1-9 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, [2] This is the statute of the law which Jehovah hath commanded, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring thee a red heifer without blemish, wherein is no defect, and upon which never came yoke; [3] and ye shall give it to Eleazar the priest, and he shall bring it outside the camp, and one shall slaughter it before him. [4] And Eleazar the priest shall take of its blood with his finger, and shall sprinkle of its blood directly before the tent of meeting seven times. [5] And one shall burn the heifer before his eyes; its skin and its flesh, and its blood, with its dung, shall he burn. [6] And the priest shall take cedar-wood, and hyssop, and scarlet, and cast them into the midst of the burning of the heifer. [7] And the priest shall wash his garments, and he shall bathe his flesh in water, and afterwards he shall come into the camp; and the priest shall be unclean until the even; [8] and he that hath burned it shall wash his garments in water, and bathe his flesh in water, and shall be unclean until the even. [9] And a clean man shall gather the ashes of the heifer, and deposit them outside the camp in a clean place, and it shall be kept for the assembly of the children of Israel for a water of separation: it is a purification for sin.

Exodus 3:7-8 (JND) [7] And Jehovah said, I have seen assuredly the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and their cry have I heard on account of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows. [8] And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good and spacious land, unto a land flowing with milk and honey, unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Exodus 14:21 (JND) [21] And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and Jehovah made the sea go [back] by a strong east wind all the night, and made the sea dry [land], and the waters were divided.

John 9:29 (JND) [29] We know that God spoke to Moses; but [as to] this [man], we know not whence he is.

Exodus 16 (JND) [1] And they journeyed from Elim, and the whole assembly of the children of Israel came into the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departure out of the land of Egypt. [2] And the whole assembly of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron in the wilderness. [3] And the children of Israel said to them, Would that we had died by the hand of Jehovah in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots, when we ate bread to the full; for ye have brought us out into this wilderness, to kill this whole congregation with hunger! …

John 8:23 (JND) [23] And he said to them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above. Ye are of this world; I am not of this world.

Luke 3:22 (JND) [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Revelation 2:17 (JND) [17] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, to him will I give of the hidden manna; and I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives [it].

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;



THE SPIRIT IN WHICH THINGS ARE TO BE CONTINUED

E. J. Mair

Numbers 12: 1–16; Isaiah 57: 15; 1 Peter 5: 5 

I am just impressed, beloved brethren, as to the spirit in which things are to be maintained and continued amongst us. I was thinking of Moses’ spirit in the face of attack, how he does not defend himself, and the Lord comes to His defence. I was thinking of Isaiah, and we could apply it in the midst of the public position, the public body, the spirit that is required when people are assuming much and claiming much, but the Lord says, “I dwell ... with him that is of a contrite and humble spirit”. And then I thought in Peter of the spirit and attitude towards one another, “bind on humility towards one another”. 

The Spirit of God, in this first scripture, would focus our minds on the kind of man that Moses was. The issue here was because of what he did, he had taken a Cushite as wife. The formation in Moses comes to light, “the man Moses was very meek”. I thought that in our localities when exercises come, for the history of things has always been exercise and always will be exercise, persons take on responsibility. So Moses took on responsibility. It is not always easy when responsibility has to be accepted and taken on. In these situations the Lord comes in and supports His servant, He stands by His servant, He stands by His testimony. 

Matthew shows that the Lord, having accomplished everything in the will of God, having accomplished redemption, does not ascend, He is with His own. He says, “I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age”, Matthew 28: 20. He supports His testimony right to the completion of the age. Throughout the whole dispensation the Lord supports His testimony, but He also supports His servants. We have been engaged much with Paul over these two days and he says, “At my first defence no man stood with me ... But the Lord stood with me, and gave me power”, 2 Timothy 4: 16, 17. The Lord honours those who really seek to be set for Him and for His rights. Hence formation comes into a man like Moses. 

I think the Spirit of God would focus our minds on Moses, what entered into the formation of manhood in Moses. Stephen in his address goes over the 120 years of Moses’ life which is separated into three periods of forty years. In the first forty years He was brought up in all the wisdom of Egypt, mighty in words and deeds, but there came a point when he made a choice. 

We all have to make choices, young ones and old ones, brothers and sisters, there comes a point in life when we have to make a choice. Moses made a choice, he chose “rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have the temporary pleasure of sin”, Hebrews 11: 25. So Moses married, it says that he was given Zipporah, Jethro’s daughter, and she bore a son and “he called his name Gershom; for he said, I have been a sojourner in a foreign land”, Exodus 2: 22. That was, we may say, his first experience of the house of God, the first experience of the assembly typically in Moses’ life, that he was given Zipporah. He was given Zipporah, and as you experience the house of God the way Moses did you realise that the assembly is only here for testimony. As strangers and sojourners we begin to realise that the assembly is heavenly, heavenly in origin, heavenly in destiny and heavenly in testimony. 

So there was a son born to him and he was a stranger and a sojourner. Then it says, “Moses tended the flock of Jethro his father-in-law” (Exodus 3: 1); he was taking an interest in his father-in-law’s sheep. It says, “he led the flock behind the wilderness, and came to the mountain of God—to Horeb”, that was a fine feature. David, too, was one who had a love for the sheep. In type, it means a love for the people of God, a love for the saints, those whom the Lord has secured. David was able to lead them with shepherd care. It says he led them according to the integrity of his heart. He led them and he fed them. 

Moses was the same, and learned in those forty years in the wilderness how to love and care for the sheep. I think all that goes into the formation of the man Moses. 

Then there came a time at the burning bush when God spoke to him about His people, about Israel, the way they were under the bondage of Pharaoh, under oppression in Egypt. God said to him, This is My people and I want you to go to Pharaoh and say unto Pharaoh certain things; I want you to take My people and lead them out of Egypt. Moses said, How shall I go unto Pharaoh, how shall I lead this people out of Egypt? God says of Moses, “Mouth to mouth do I speak to him openly”. Think of the free happy relations there were between God and Moses. Then he goes through exercises of soul; he had to take the staff that was in his hand and cast it to the ground and it became a serpent. Then he put his hand into his bosom and out it came leprous as snow. Think of all that Moses had to learn that was in him; “in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell”, Romans 7: 18. All these features enter into the formation of a man like this, “the man Moses was very meek”. We can go over the history and think of his leadership as they came through the Red Sea and into the wilderness, the leadership of Moses and the murmurings of the people. They were just over and they murmured for water; they were given water and then they murmured against Moses and Aaron and they were given bread, the manna that was brought down to them from heaven. All these things entered into the formation of a servant like this. 

So you find here that he is under attack. Miriam and Aaron spoke against him because of the way he had taken the Cushite. It is the way things are held amongst us. Someone in the locality has to accept responsibility and sometimes it is not very easy going, but the Lord loves to come in and support and strengthen His servants. I suppose this is similar in the New Testament to Paul. Think of the way the Lord supported Paul, having said at his conversion, “Go, for this man is an elect vessel to me” (Acts 9: 15); how much Paul was for the Lord Himself in the way he brought the great truth to the Gentiles of God and His house, of Christ and the assembly. Then especially when he went to Corinth and the way he took on the saints at Corinth; think of the Lord saying to him, “I have much people in this city” (Acts 18: 10) and the way he worked in relation to what was there at Corinth. They were very difficult times. He had to bring up the matter later of divisions amongst them, some saying they were of Paul, some of Cephas and even some of Christ. It was not easy to go there because of the divisions that existed amongst them and the issues that were outstanding, but he wrote to them as the assembly of God in Corinth. There were other places there in Corinth, the Jewish synagogues and the Greek temples, yet he laid hold of the divine thought of the saints in Corinth, even through all their difficulties and exercises. 

They were the assembly of God in that place, representative of God Himself. When Paul came under attack at Corinth what the man was shone out very beautifully. He says in 2 Corinthians 10, “I myself, Paul, entreat you by the meekness and gentleness of the Christ” (2 Corinthians 10: 1). That was the same spirit that came out in Moses. He says, “I have espoused you unto one man, to present you a chaste virgin to Christ”, 2 Corinthians 11: 2. Paul really took on the saints, in Cushite character, accepting responsibility, and he proved the Lord’s help and support in it. 

So it says, “the man Moses was very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth”. Then Jehovah comes down and supports him, speaking of “my servant Moses—he is faithful in all my house”. It was what the man was to God. Think of God working this way in relation to Miriam and Aaron, asserting His rights and claims. He says, “Mouth to mouth do I speak to him openly, and not in riddles; and the form of Jehovah doth he behold”. I was just impressed with the spirit that came out in the man Moses; he was very meek. 

Meekness was a feature that was seen in Christ. He said, “learn from me” (Matthew 11: 29), and in the discipline that Moses went through in the house of God he was obviously learning. 

He would not have learned it in Egypt, but I think he learned it in the king’s valley. Jesus was “meek and lowly in heart”, and He says, “learn from me”. We are to have the pattern before us, beloved brethren, and to learn from Him. Then it goes on in that section to say, “and ye shall find rest to your souls”. You can see the rest that was with Moses when he was under attack; he was very restful, having learned it in the king’s valley. Moses says nothing in his defence, but he cries to Jehovah to heal Miriam. He says, “O God, heal her, I beseech thee!” 

He knew where the healing properties lay; they lay with Jehovah Himself. The priest could not heal; according to Leviticus the priest was a cleanser, but God was the Healer, and Moses cries to God to heal her. They were held up seven days while she was shut up. Seven days and the people did not move until Miriam was received in again, “And afterwards the people journeyed from Hazeroth, and encamped in the wilderness of Paran”. Well, may our hearts learn these things so that in the face of persecution, when we come under attack, if it is in any way personal, we can leave the matter with God; He is the One who will come in in our defence. 

I thought we could apply the scripture in Isaiah to the public position, because the position here was anything but in keeping with God’s will. They were saying they were keeping the sabbaths and these fasts and so on, and He has to say by the prophet that they were really pleasing themselves. They were not at all pleasing God, they were pleasing themselves, and that is characteristic of the day we are in now, men are lovers of pleasure and lovers of self rather than lovers of God. That is said of professing men. In Romans 1 it is the unregenerate state of man, what the Gentiles were in their state of darkness and alienation from God; but in 2 Timothy 3 it is professing men, what we find around us today; men are lovers of pleasure, lovers of self, rather than lovers of God. We are in Laodicean times when persons are indifferent. That is really what they were here, they were indifferent to Jehovah in His rights and claims over them. We are in the midst of that today and I thought of the importance of the contrite and humble spirit. Things are perishing all around us in the public profession, and in the presence of such decline what is needed is humility. We cannot afford to take high ground, in view of having the Lord’s help and His support and His presence. I think what is needed are the features of humility and contrition. 

In Romans 9, 10 and 11, when Paul broke away from the teaching of the gospel to speak about the illustrious place that Israel had in the ways of God, his word to the Gentiles is, “Be not high-minded, but fear—if God indeed has not spared the natural branches; lest it might be he spare not thee either”, Romans 11: 20, 21. I just felt that, in the midst of the current state of things, we need to be humble and contrite in spirit. “For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, and whose name is Holy—I dwell in the high and holy place”. 

The Lord Jesus is dwelling on high, He ascended up on high. Paul says to the Ephesians, “But that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended into the lower parts of the earth?”, Ephesians 4: 9. He has given gifts to men, “some apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some shepherds and teachers, for the perfecting of the saints; with a view to the work of the ministry, with a view to the edifying of the body of Christ”, Ephesians 4: 11, 12. That is what He has given in view of our strengthening here. He also says, “I dwell in the high and lofty place, and with him that is of a humble and contrite spirit”. Over against the assumption and the claims that we have in these chapters, if we know the Lord’s presence, I think the result is that we are quickened in our minds and affections. We do not need to claim that the Lord is with us or anything like that, but the point is the Lord dwelling. He dwells with this kind of spirit, and it results in persons who know the Lord’s presence, who know His support, who are quickened in their affections. 

I enjoyed the scripture last night regarding those heavenly visitors who came to Abraham, to his tent door, and the result of them coming to Abraham was that he was quickened in his affections (Genesis 18). Abraham said to Sarah in the tent to bake cakes and he went to the herd to get a calf, tender and good, and said to the servant to dress it and so on. We can see the activity there was when these persons came to Abraham. I think that is one evidence of the Lord in a place, in a company, that persons move in relation to the One who comes, move in relation to the One who dwells, and the result is that there is something provided for the Lord Himself. So when Isaac came before Rebecca, it says that she sprang from the camel; she knew the one who was coming, and when he came she sprang from the camel. Let us provide conditions for the Lord to come, so that when He comes there is this great upsurge of movement from our souls in response to Him. 

In John 12, Jesus came to Bethany, and what was the result? “They made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him” (John 12: 1, 2). Think of the activity because the Lord came to where Lazarus had been raised from among the dead. The Lord Jesus came to Bethany, it was one of the pleasant places of which it says, “The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage”, Psalm16: 6. How much the pleasant slopes of the mount of Olives meant to the Lord as He was here. Then when He came to Bethany they were quickened in their affections. Colossians speaks about being dead with Him and buried with Him and raised with Him, then we are quickened in our affections so that there is an appreciation of the way the Lord presents Himself. So it says, “I dwell ... with him that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to 

revive the heart of the contrite ones”. Paul wrote to Timothy in the darkening state of the assembly to bring in revival, to rekindle what was drooping. That is the kind of day we are in, dear brethren, in the darkening state of the assembly publicly. Paul felt the need in Timothy, a young man “to rekindle the gift of God which is in thee”, 2 Timothy 1: 6. Well these days are really for rekindling in all our souls, for reviving in our souls and in our affections. We break bread week by week, and every Lord’s day is a great rallying point for our minds and affections as we gather together unannounced. The Lord’s supper is unannounced, but persons gather in love for Him, feeling His absence; we rally in our minds and affections, rally in response to that blessed One, we are revived in our affections for Him. 

Well, just to finish with the scripture in Peter, it is our spirit towards one another, “bind on humility towards one another”. It has been said if a thing is bound on it does not fall off. 

Certain things are to be put on as the elect of God, and if things are bound on, it is to become characteristic of us. The footnote at the beginning of the chapter is, ‘to acquire that character by doing it’. By doing certain things they become characteristic of the persons. I was thinking of Peter in John 21 when the Lord gave him the commission to feed His lambs, to shepherd His sheep and to feed His sheep. Here he says, “shepherd the flock of God”. Then he says, “Likewise ye younger, be subject to the elder, and all of you bind on humility towards one another”. In the believer certain things are bound on. In Proverbs it says, “Hear, my son, the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the teaching of thy mother; for they shall be a garland of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck”, Proverbs 1: 8, 9. The believer, early in his life, learns to be ornamental, things are bound on and as he goes on he progresses. 

The epistle to the Romans is how the believer progresses, how priesthood develops in the believer. The teaching of the mother relates to baptism in Romans 6 and the way you have “your fruit unto holiness, and the end eternal life”, Romans 6: 22. It goes on in chapter 12 to presenting your body, putting your body on the altar, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your intelligent service” (Romans 12: 1). It brings in the renewing of the mind. It is an important feature of the priesthood, you begin to think differently. There were certain characteristics of the priesthood in Exodus 28, and one thing that was bound on was the high cap, that relates to our minds, our minds are renewed in the way we think. The Lord’s supper is certainly something that affects our minds; it is for a calling of Him to mind. We are not as the world as they view things, we are renewed in the mind so that the high cap is bound on, and we can see how the believer progresses. 

Then there is this binding on of “humility towards one another; for God sets himself against the proud”. Earlier Peter wrote about the sisters “whose adorning let it not be that outward one of tressing of hair, and wearing gold, or putting on apparel; but the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible ornament of a meek and quiet spirit”, 1 Peter 3: 3, 4. Think of how the sisters can have the adornment of that incorruptible ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price. That is because of the hidden man of the heart; it is because of the place the Lord has been given in the heart. Then this here is what is ornamental of us all, the young and the old, “all of you bind on humility towards one another”. That is how things work out in the spirit of humility. In John 13, before the Lord went to the Father, He adjusted His own in relation to one another. The feet washing was the adjustment in relation to one another. Here Peter is about to put off his tabernacle and he is concerned that we are right in relation to one another in this spirit. You think of how the Lord took the water and the wash-hand basin and washed the feet of the disciples. No wonder Mr. Darby says, ‘O lowliness, how feebly known’ (Hymn 138). What a great way to serve the saints! Think of what has been set out in the Lord Himself in the way He adjusted His own ere He left this scene. “God sets himself against the proud”; there was never any pride in Jesus. He had a love for God and a love for His Father; He did the will of His God and Father, nothing could deter that. 

King Nebuchadnezzar was one who was very proud; he said, “Is not this great Babylon, that I have built” (Daniel 4: 30), but God came in with discipline. The very same hour, Nebuchadnezzar was given to eat the grass of the field like the cattle; that was discipline and the result of the discipline was that his heart was secured. The man was converted and he could praise and extol the God who ruled over heaven and earth. It shows how God was set against his pride and the way he had built up his system. We can thank God that Nebuchadnezzar was secured through discipline. There was no discipline for Belshazzar, there was judgment for him; but for Nebuchadnezzar there was discipline, and the result was that he was secured for the praise of God. Today, all around us is Babylon, saying, “I sit a queen, and I am not a widow” (Revelation 18: 7), not feeling the absence of Christ. But I think we have come together as feeling the absence of Christ from this scene. One very fine way to experience the Lord amongst us is that we feel His absence from this scene. Babylon around us has no feeling. They know the Lord has gone; it says in Proverbs, “the husband is not at home, he is gone a long journey; he hath taken the money-bag with him”, Proverbs 7: 19, 20. Men will admit that the Lord has gone; but the Lord is coming for His own and He is coming to take up His rights. I trust the Lord may encourage us to be maintained in the spirit of these scriptures until He comes. For His name’s sake. 

Address at Denton, Texas
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Scripture references

Numbers 12:1-16 (JND) [1] And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had taken; for he had taken a Cushite as wife. [2] And they said, Has Jehovah indeed spoken only to Moses? has he not spoken also to us? And Jehovah heard it. [3] But the man Moses was very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth. [4] Then Jehovah spoke suddenly to Moses, and to Aaron, and to Miriam, Come out ye three unto the tent of meeting. And they went out, they three. [5] And Jehovah came down in the pillar of the cloud, and stood at the entrance of the tent, and called Aaron and Miriam; and they both came forth. [6] And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I Jehovah will make myself known to him in a vision, I will speak to him in a dream. [7] Not so my servant Moses: he is faithful in all my house. [8] Mouth to mouth do I speak to him openly, and not in riddles; and the form of Jehovah doth he behold. Why then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant, against Moses? [9] And the anger of Jehovah was kindled against them, and he went away; [10] and the cloud departed from off the tent. And behold, Miriam was leprous as snow; and Aaron turned toward Miriam, and behold, she was leprous. [11] Then Aaron said to Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech thee, lay not this sin upon us, wherein we have been foolish, and have sinned! [12] Let her not be as one stillborn, half of whose flesh is consumed when he comes out of his mother's womb. …

Isaiah 57:15 (JND) [15] For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, and whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy [place], and with him that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.

1 Peter 5:5 (JND) [5] Likewise [ye] younger, be subject to [the] elder, and all of you bind on humility towards one another; for God sets himself against [the] proud, but to [the] humble gives grace.

Matthew 28:20 (JND) [20] teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.

2 Timothy 4:16-17 (JND) [16] At my first defence no man stood with me, but all deserted me. May it not be imputed to them. [17] But the Lord stood with [me], and gave me power, that through me the proclamation might be fully made, and all [those of] the nations should hear; and I was delivered out of the lion's mouth.

Hebrews 11:25 (JND) [25] choosing rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have [the] temporary pleasure of sin;

Exodus 2:22 (JND) [22] And she bore a son, and he called his name Gershom; for he said, I have been a sojourner in a foreign land.

Exodus 3:1 (JND) [1] And Moses tended the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock behind the wilderness, and came to the mountain of God to Horeb.

Romans 7:18 (JND) [18] For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell: for to will is there with me, but to do right [I find] not.

Acts 9:15 (JND) [15] And the Lord said to him, Go, for this [man] is an elect vessel to me, to bear my name before both nations and kings and [the] sons of Israel:

Acts 18:10 (JND) [10] because *I* am with thee, and no one shall set upon thee to injure thee; because I have much people in this city.

2 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] But I myself, Paul, entreat you by the meekness and gentleness of the Christ, who, as to appearance, [when present] [am] mean among you, but absent am bold towards you; [2] but I beseech that present I may not be bold with the confidence with which I think to be daring towards some who think of us as walking according to flesh. [3] For walking in flesh, we do not war according to flesh. …

2 Corinthians 10:1 (JND) [1] But I myself, Paul, entreat you by the meekness and gentleness of the Christ, who, as to appearance, [when present] [am] mean among you, but absent am bold towards you;

2 Corinthians 11:2 (JND) [2] For I am jealous as to you with a jealousy [which is] of God; for I have espoused you unto one man, to present [you] a chaste virgin to Christ.

Matthew 11:29 (JND) [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls;

Romans 1 (JND) [1] Paul, bondman of Jesus Christ, [a] called apostle, separated to God's glad tidings, [2] (which he had before promised by his prophets in holy writings,) [3] concerning his Son (come of David's seed according to flesh, …

2 Timothy 3 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there; [2] for men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, evil speakers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, profane, [3] without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, of unsubdued passions, savage, having no love for what is good, …

Romans 9 (JND) [1] I say [the] truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience bearing witness with me in [the] Holy Spirit, [2] that I have great grief and uninterrupted pain in my heart, [3] for I have wished, I myself, to be a curse from the Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen, according to flesh; …

Romans 10 (JND) [1] Brethren, the delight of my own heart and my supplication which [I address] to God for them is for salvation. [2] For I bear them witness that they have zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. [3] For they, being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own [righteousness], have not submitted to the righteousness of God. …

Romans 11 (JND) [1] I say then, Has God cast away his people? Far be the thought. For *I* also am an Israelite, of [the] seed of Abraham, of [the] tribe of Benjamin. [2] God has not cast away his people whom he foreknew. Know ye not what the scripture says in [the history of] Elias, how he pleads with God against Israel? [3] Lord, they have killed thy prophets, they have dug down thine altars; and *I* have been left alone, and they seek my life. …

Romans 11:20-21 (JND) [20] Right: they have been broken out through unbelief, and *thou* standest through faith. Be not high-minded, but fear: [21] if God indeed has not spared the natural branches; lest it might be he spare not thee either.

Ephesians 4:9 (JND) [9] But that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended into the lower parts of the earth?

Ephesians 4:11-12 (JND) [11] and *he* has given some apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some shepherds and teachers, [12] for the perfecting of the saints; with a view to [the] work of [the] ministry, with a view to the edifying of the body of Christ;

Genesis 18 (JND) [1] And Jehovah appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre. And he sat at the tent-door in the heat of the day. [2] And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, three men standing near him. And when he saw [them], he ran to meet them from the tent-door, and bowed himself to the earth, [3] and said, Lord, if now I have found favour in thine eyes, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 12:1-2 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him.

Psalms 16:6 (JND) [6] The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.

2 Timothy 1:6 (JND) [6] For which cause I put thee in mind to rekindle the gift of God which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

Proverbs 1:8-9 (JND) [8] Hear, my son, the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the teaching of thy mother; [9] for they shall be a garland of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck.

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 6:22 (JND) [22] But *now*, having got your freedom from sin, and having become bondmen to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end eternal life.

Romans 12:1 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service.

Exodus 28 (JND) [1] And thou shalt take thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may serve me as priest Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons. [2] And thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron thy brother, for glory and for ornament. [3] And thou shalt speak with all [that are] wise-hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make Aaron's garments to hallow him, that he may serve me as priest. …

1 Peter 3:3-4 (JND) [3] whose adorning let it not be that outward one of tressing of hair, and wearing gold, or putting on apparel; [4] but the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible [ornament] of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price.

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

Daniel 4:30 (JND) [30] the king spoke and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power and for the glory of my majesty?

Revelation 18:7 (JND) [7] So much as she has glorified herself and lived luxuriously, so much torment and grief give to her. Because she says in her heart, I sit a queen, and I am not a widow; and I shall in no wise see grief:

Proverbs 7:19-20 (JND) [19] For the husband is not at home, he is gone a long journey; [20] he hath taken the money-bag with him, he will come home on the day of the full moon.



EXTRACTS

2 Corinthians 6: 14–18; 7: 1 

We come now to holiness, the obligation of the people of God. It is almost the first principle of relationship with God. It came out with regard to Israel, but it is applicable in a much greater degree to the Christian. Israel had to be separate from material things; with the Christian the separation is moral; and holiness follows separation, and separation depends on the light in which God has come out—the way in which He has been pleased to reveal Himself to us. If we fail to apprehend this I do not think we shall be marked by holiness. It is a great thing to accept an obligation, that is a principle of righteousness. An upright man in the world accepts his obligations, even though he may not be able to discharge them. We have to accept the obligation to holiness, because God is holy, and the obligation to love one another, because God loves us (1 John 3: 16; 4: 11). “Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another”. In the passage before us, we have first the obligation to separation, and then we find that holiness follows on separation. It is love which leads, I judge, to holiness, it is not faith. I do not admit the doctrine of ‘holiness by faith’. I believe it arises from a confusion in people’s minds as between righteousness and holiness. Righteousness is by faith, because it is God’s righteousness, holiness is by love. There is no real antidote to lust, except love. The Spirit is against the flesh, love is against lust. If we were loving God and Christians and all men, as we are charged to do, there would be no room in our hearts for lust. It is only as we are walking in love that we shall be “perfecting holiness in the fear of God”, for love then governs the heart. If love is not there, lust will find room. In verses 14–16 we see how God has come out. (i) In righteousness; (ii) in light; (iii) in Christ; (iv) in the believer; (v) in the temple; and this to the displacement of everything that was here: lawlessness, darkness, Belial, the unbeliever, and idols. If we do not realise the way in which God has come out, we shall not take the step which is dependent on it, namely, separation. Separation may not be quite so plain to us in these days of professing Christianity as it was at the outset. It is difficult for us to realise the state of things into which the gospel came, which the apostle refers to here; but every one of these principles is the same now, only seen in a more subtle form. We can well understand separation from heathenism, but in a corrupt Christianity we need to look at things morally. 

Separation from all that is contrary to God in Christendom requires a certain amount of discernment. 

The first attribute in which God presents Himself in the gospel is righteousness, because the gospel came into a world of sin; “therein is the righteousness of God revealed” (Romans 1: 17) and the testimony to it is the blood of Christ. God could not tolerate sin; He must judge it. The judgment has been borne, and sin has been put away from before God; and the gospel is a witness that God is “just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus”—but first He is just. 

Then He comes out as light; sin having been judged. He can come out in the full revelation of Himself. In the cross the veil was rent, but even light is in God subordinate to love, and it is love that has come out as light. So far we have had principles. Then, “What concord hath Christ with Belial?” This term Belial indicates some one worthless or apostate, and might be applied to Satan or Antichrist. It is the spirit that is opposed to Christ, and which is already in the world. Then, “What part hath he that believeth with an infidel?” There is no light from God in the unbeliever; what marks the believer is that he is in the light of God, because there is faith. The light you have is according to the measure of your faith, and the unbeliever has no part with you. 

The idea of the temple is, where God is sanctified in the eye of man. That was the idea, of the Old Testament; and what is opposed to that is idols, for idolatry claimed the authority over men which belonged to God, and the effect was that man was debased in his thought of God. Holiness marks God’s temple. The saints are now His temple. He repudiates a material house. “What house will ye build me? saith the Lord”. 

It is a great point for us, as it was for the Corinthians, to recognise the way in which God has come out, otherwise we shall not see the obligation to separation. Lawlessness has overspread Christianity; we do not need to look for it among the heathen. In the “great house” the terrible spirit of Antichrist is working. “The mystery of iniquity doth already work”. We have to judge of these principles, and maintain a rigid separation from evil. Never was there a moment when the obligation to separation was so urgent. If we are going to get what properly belongs to us, the separation must be complete and absolute, otherwise we shall be greatly hindered from getting all that God would be to us. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 2, pp.199–202) 

We can accept a previous revelation better than the present; we can accept a truth in the past better than one for the present time—the Lord’s prayer, for example, because there is less exercise of faith, less demand for divine power, in going back to a thing that is past. If you are not right you are rejoicing in things that are past, and not in Christ’s present things. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol.8, p.465) 
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Scripture references

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 (JND) [14] Be not diversely yoked with unbelievers; for what participation [is there] between righteousness and lawlessness? or what fellowship of light with darkness? [15] and what consent of Christ with Beliar, or what part for a believer along with an unbeliever? [16] and what agreement of God's temple with idols? for *ye* are [the] living God's temple; according as God has said, I will dwell among them, and walk among [them]; and I will be their God, and they shall be to me a people. [17] Wherefore come out from the midst of them, and be separated, saith [the] Lord, and touch not [what is] unclean, and *I* will receive you; [18] and I will be to you for a Father, and ye shall be to me for sons and daughters, saith [the] Lord Almighty.

2 Corinthians 7:1 (JND) [1] Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us purify ourselves from every pollution of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in God's fear.

1 John 3:16 (JND) [16] Hereby we have known love, because *he* has laid down his life for us; and *we* ought for the brethren to lay down [our] lives.

1 John 4:11 (JND) [11] Beloved, if God has so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

Romans 1:17 (JND) [17] for righteousness of God is revealed therein, on the principle of faith, to faith: according as it is written, But the just shall live by faith.


OEBPS/nav.xhtml

Contents


		Title Page


		CHRIST AS AVAILABLE TO BELIEVERS IN THE WILDERNESS JOURNEY


		THE SPIRIT IN WHICH THINGS ARE TO BE CONTINUED


		EXTRACTS







OEBPS/images/img1.jpg
NOTES OF MINISTRY

No. 361 December 2002

CHRIST AS AVAILABLE TO BELIEVERS IN THE
WIL DERNESSHIOURNEY s mnnnnsmmnnmnnnanminnns 2

THE SPIRIT IN WHICH THINGS ARE TO BE CONTINUED 12
EXTRACTS





