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READING ON EXODUS 35


Exodus 35

 

C.S.  We can see that this book is reaching a glorious conclusion now.  The word from God was, “I have borne you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself”, Exod.19:4.  In chapter 25, He says, “And they shall make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them” (v.8).  Now we are coming to this precious moment when the whole tabernacle system is going to be built.  It was referred to last week, that the glory that shone in the face of Moses had an effect on the people; we can see that here.  They are now moved in heart: “And they came, every one whose heart moved him, and every one whose spirit prompted him; they brought Jehovah’s heave-offering for the work of the tent of meeting”.  So much had taken place between chapter 25 and this chapter, and we have been speaking over it much.  There had been a terrible departure, but my impression is that the people here have been truly recovered and their hearts have been changed.  It must mean a great deal to God.  I am sure we will draw on the New Testament again to help us see what it means for us.  

The verse in 2 Corinthians 3, “But we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image” (v.18), bears on this.  The apostle continues there – he has to deal with other matters – but by the time you get to chapter 8, he writes about persons having been enriched (v.9), and the great thought of giving is in the apostle’s mind.  In the next chapter of Exodus, chapter 36, you find that the people brought too much – what that must have meant for God: “for the work they had was sufficient for all the work to do it, and it was too much” (v.7).  That is a lovely thought of abundance in giving.

W.M.P.  Say more about your thought as to 2 Corinthians 8:9.  It says, “that ye by his poverty might be enriched”.  Is your thought that the people had gained wealth through their experience with God, and through Moses? Do you think that moral worth had been developed in the people?  It is not only a question of their possessions, but of what they were able to bring as devoted persons.

C.S.  Yes, and is that not how our hearts have been changed?  It says, “ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that ye by his poverty might be enriched”.  We have been enriched through the poverty of Another, and that is most affecting.  The apostle begins chapter 8 by speaking of the free-hearted liberality of the brethren (v.2).

N.C.McK.  Reconciliation comes into 2 Corinthians 5 (see vv.18-20).  Does that bear on the matter?  Reconciliation is for God, and involves what persons are for God.  Reconciliation brings about a scene of complacency where persons are reconciled to God on account of new creation (v.17), which is God’s own work in them. 

C.S.  It is good to bring in the thought of complacency.  A reconciled person is on near terms with God, and such a person is going to be clear of the world.  Perhaps that is what the apostle Paul had in mind in writing 2 Corinthians 6 – believers are to be a separate people, and that is emphasised in our chapter; the children of Israel were to be morally separate from the world, and so are believers.

W.M.P.  Do you think that having a sense of what God could rest in (see v.2) would bear on the people’s appreciation of who they were responding to?

C.S.  You are referring to the sabbath, which comes in a number of times in Exodus, first in relation to the manna in chapter 16, then in chapter 31 where it says, “for in six days Jehovah made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed” (v.17).  That reference to “refreshed” is in addition to what we read in Genesis as to God resting (Gen.2:2,3). It must have been exceedingly wonderful to the heart of God that these persons were really recovered.  There had been a terrible departure, but because of the way that Moses – speaking of Christ – had become enlarged in their affections, and his glory was shining, there is a great recovery.  It all speaks of Christ, and now God can have His sabbath.

W.M.P.  He can, yes.  In prayer at the beginning of the meeting, you spoke about having some understanding and knowledge of the glory of the Lord Jesus.  This would be one of His glories, that He is the One in whom the Father has infinite delight.

C.S.  Yes, that is good.  There is no rest for God outside of Christ and what He has accomplished.

T.R.C.  You referred last week to 2 Corinthians 3:3: “the fleshy tables of the heart” that are written on.  Is this the answer to it?  Is the thought coming out in this chapter that what is for God is a heart matter?  There are references to willing hearts and then to “every one whose heart moved him, and every one whose spirit prompted him”.  It is a theme through the chapter, and Christianity is a heart matter, is it not?  I was thinking of the way that Paul appeals to the brethren in Ephesus in Acts 20.  He finishes that section with the words of the Lord Jesus, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (v.35).

C.S.  That is excellent.  Christianity is a heart matter.  We are not forced into Christianity, are we?  It is a response to God’s love.  In relation to the second writing on the tables (see Exod.34:1,28), Mr. Darby said that patience and grace and mercy were added to it1.  And that is how our hearts are secured – by the way that God has moved towards us.

N.J.H.  Moses’ prayer in Psalm 90 gives some secret of what was in his heart, do you think?  “Lord, thou”, emphatic, “hast been our dwelling-place in all generations” (v.1).  That was in Moses’ heart; it was greater than what was made here in this chapter.  God is our dwelling place; Scripture refers to “a habitation of God in the Spirit”, Eph.2:22.

C.S.  I think it is a remarkable victory for God, that in the midst of the world through which we pass, seen in Moses and the people going through the wilderness, there can be a habitation for Him.  Stephen speaks about Moses “who was in the assembly in the wilderness”, Acts 7:38.  We cannot claim anything, but that is what God has now amongst believers, does He not?  He has a dwelling place.  Psalm 90 also exhorts us to number our days (v.12): we have to redeem the time. 

W.M.P.  Just help us about the heave-offering.  What does that denote for us?  It is connected with all of the different kinds of material that the people of Israel brought; in each case it is connected with the heave-offering.

C.S.  Yes.  The only thought I have is that it speaks of the energy of the heart.  That is required in Christianity in relation to commitment, is it not?

W.M.P.  Yes, that is very good.  It suggests energy and power towards God.  The heave-offering is going up.

C.S.  You are thinking about our responses to God?

W.M.P.  Yes.  We often speak about service and serving one another, but what is in view here is how God is going to be served.  That should be more before me.

N.J.H.  Is the heave-offering not especially for God, whereas the wave-offering brings before us what is in the one who offers? The wave-offering is in the person.  

C.S.  I understood that the wave-offering suggests an appreciation of the Lord Jesus as the One who had been into death and broken its power, and we wave Him before God with that thought in our hearts.  Please say more.

N.J.H.  The wave-offering is for God to see; it is waved before Him for His pleasure. The heave-offering speaks of the one who offers being in total commitment.  

C.J.McK.  I was thinking of the phrases in verses 23 and 24: “And every man with whom was found …” and then “And every one with whom was found …”.  Does this link with what we get in Ephesians – “ye also are built together for a habitation of God in the Spirit” (chap.2:22)?  I just wondered if these things might raise exercise with us.  You have spoken about a separate people.  Verse 23 says, “And every man with whom was found blue” and it goes on to list all these various materials, goats’ hair and so on, which would speak of separation.  You mentioned a separate people.  It should prompt exercise with us: is it found with me?  Is that how it works out now?  We can form part of what is for Him.

C.S.  We speak about all the material here, but as you say it is really persons that are in mind.  We come to a chapter like Romans 12: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your intelligent service.  And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (vv.1,2).  Is that along the lines that you had in mind?  The persons are in mind, are they not?

C.J.McK.  Yes.  We often speak of God’s “inheritance in the saints”, Eph.1:18.  A dear brother said that it is the saints, and what is in them.  I thought that was helpful to consider.

C.S.  Yes, that scripture in Ephesians refers to “the glory of his inheritance in the saints”; it is the glory.

N.C.McK.  The saints have spiritual substance to offer.  There is substance that can be used to build up and establish the saints collectively.  The substance we have is for all, so that all can be in it.  That is in contrast to clericalism or any sort of formality.  Until you get to Bezaleel and Aholiab there are no distinct personalities, are there?  It is “every one”.

C.S.  Yes, and there is a place for every one.  Men and women are referred to; and also “principal men”: every one can be a principal man.  And then in Bezaleel and Aholiab there would be the thought of gift, which we acknowledge.  It is not clericalism.

N.C.McK.  You see the setting up of what the tabernacle system represents at the beginning of Acts.  The brethren brought the materials and laid them at the feet of the apostles (see Acts 4:35). They were unrestrained in their giving.  In chapter 6, we see the Spirit operating among the company.  They chose “seven men, well reported of, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom” (v.3).  There was spiritual substance there in the assembly.  That passage shows how they were to operate.  They were free-hearted in their giving, and they grew spiritually and had spiritual substance to maintain.  You see Stephen’s spiritual substance in Acts 7.  

P.J.M.  That is supported by verse 23 of our chapter, where it says, “And every man with whom was found blue, and purple, and scarlet, and byssus”.  If we think of these materials as representing principles, then believers as vessels have worked out principles in their lives.  These Israelites had substance to contribute.  Does that support what has been said?

C.S.  That is good.  I was thinking of Peter: the Lord says in Matthew 16, “I say unto thee that thou art Peter” (v.18).  He had in mind what Peter was substantially, what could be built in.  He adds, “and on this rock I will build my assembly”.  Then when you come to Acts, as has been referred to, Peter is able to say, “Look on us” (chap.3:5).  There was something there of spiritual quality that could be taken account of.  In Christianity the building is composed of people, of believers.

P.J.M.  I was thinking of the heave-offering: it is not a light matter.  The scripture speaks of affliction working for us an eternal weight of glory (2 Cor.4:17).  There is substance among the people here that was going to be used to provide a dwelling place for God.  God takes account of it, and Moses and the people also were able to take account of what was brought for God as having substance.  

W.M.P.  What has been raised regarding verse 23 is a challenge.  We could ask, ‘Are all these things found with me, found in my life?’ It is to be so in order that there should be a yield for God.  We give thanks for what is found among us, that we find persons with whom these qualities are found.

C.S.  Tell us about the blue and the purple and the scarlet.  One thing that is to mark us as believers is that we are not to be earthly, but to be heavenly. Other people should be able to take account of that.  One of our prayers in the morning at the house is that there might be something in our daily lives that will render a testimony to what is heavenly.

W.M.P.  The disciples were first called Christians at Antioch (Acts 11:26).  They did not call themselves that.  It is what became apparent.  

C.S.  Yes, very good.

N.C.McK.  The New Testament makes clear that believers have things, as having been given them. For example, “But to each one of us has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ”, Eph.4:7.  And “But having different gifts”, Rom.12:6.  So a believer is not to be at a loss.  Whatever we have, we can use it to offer to God and to promote what is right amongst the saints, do you think?

W.M.P.  Yes, I have often been struck by that very matter in Romans 12.  The apostle says, “as God has dealt to each a measure of faith” (v.3); and then, “But having different gifts, according to the grace which has been given to us” (v.6).  That is inclusive; it is not saying it is only some.  Then the apostle goes on to speak of how the gifts that have been given should be exercised, “with cheerfulness” (v.8), and so on.  These gifts are to be used.  

N.C.McK.  Very good.  The same thought comes into Ephesians 4.  For example, in verse 7 Paul writes, “But to each one of us has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ”.  In the next verse, “and has given gifts to men”; and in verse 11, “and he has given some apostles”, and so on.  Every one has something; these are distinctive matters.  Christ “has ascended up above all the heavens” (v.10), and the Man in heaven is the centre of this whole administration.  You can see the link with “which Jehovah, by the hand of Moses, had commanded to be done”.  There is an administration of blessing and wealth that centres in a risen and ascended Man, and that is the point in Ephesians 4.  There is a whole administration under His hand here, and it works out in edification and growth.  

C.J.McK.  Is the fact that Bezaleel and Aholiab are called by name a reference to that?

C.S.  Yes, I think so.  They had special gifts.

N.J.H.  The tribes that these two men came from are interesting.  Bezaleel was of Judah, and was the grandson of Hur, whose name means ‘purity’ (Exod.17:10, footnote), while Aholiab was of the tribe of Dan.  That is the tribe from which the idea of clericalism sprang (see Judges 18:11-20; 30,31).  It might suggest persons who have been delivered from wrong ideas as well as those who have been maintained in what is right, brought together into the assembly.  

N.C.McK.  Is the suggestion that service of this kind is carried on by recovered persons?

N.J.H.  It is interesting that the beginnings are set out.  Hur was of the tribe of Judah, and would be well known from the conflict with Amalek (see Exod.17:10,12).  And although it happened many years later, it was in the tribe of Dan that the clerical principle originated.  A priest was appointed by the men of Dan.  In our times, it suggests service without the Spirit. 

C.J.McK.  What do you mean, service without the Spirit?

N.J.H.  The principle of clergy established by men means that in practice the Holy Spirit is not relied on, and in fact that principle is against the Spirit.  Aholiab was of the tribe of Dan, and although that failure in the tribe came in many years later, we can apply the thought that Aholiab represents someone who has had to overcome the clerical principle.  Bezaleel of Judah and Aholiab of Dan are ones that are brought together; in the assembly a variety of persons are reconciled.

N.C.McK.  You are referring to Judges 18:11-20, where men of the tribe of Dan take a priest that was not of the priestly family and set him as their own priest, on independent lines.  These men of Dan had their own priest, who had his own system of worship apart from Israel.  It was to suit themselves and their own circumstances.

N.J.H.  Yes, the priest set up an idol which was completely against what was of God.  But Aholiab had been filled with wisdom of heart by God; his wisdom would contradict anything that was imitative, and anything that was against God.

A.R.H.  In regard to the wave-offering, in verse 22 it says, “every man that waved a wave-offering of gold to Jehovah”.  Does that come into the service of God?  When we come to worship the Father, what is it that we are waving before Him?

C.S.  Is it not all the graces of Christ, and the impressions that we have of Him? 

A.R.H.  Especially when we begin to worship the Father, we would carry before Him our appreciation of what the Lord is as having accomplished everything for the Father, which would be very precious to Him.

N.C.McK.  Were you thinking that as we develop in the knowledge of the Father, we become like Christ?  

A.R.H.  I think when we come to the Father in view of worshipping Him, it is good to have in our hearts the appreciation of what Christ has accomplished for God.  We can wave Christ before Him in the excellence of His life, and all that He accomplished.  We come into the Father’s presence through Christ and by one Spirit (Eph.2:18).  That is what the Father really enjoys – worshippers who appreciate Christ. Our appreciation should open up as we enter the Father’s presence through Christ and by the Spirit.

N.J.H.  I was thinking of the simplicity of our thanksgivings in worship, and that they end ‘in the name of the Lord Jesus’.  You are recognising that everything is for God, that we are offering to God what pleases Him, and it is through that Person, Christ.  It is a customary way of ending our expressions of worship, but it is also with affection that we say the Lord’s name at the end of what we offer to God.  

C.S.  We spoke about the heart of the believer.  I was thinking about what the Lord says as to the Father in John 14: “Jesus answered and said to him, If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him” (v.23).  This is God’s word.  The whole matter is established in affection.

N.C.McK.  Does that scripture also confirm what was said earlier in regard to days of recovery?  No matter how small things may be publicly, if there is a state of soul of affection towards Christ, and a desire to honour Him, then divine Persons will come to that person and support them.

A.R.H.  This chapter is bringing everyone together in contributing to the tabernacle, is it not?  The voluntary offerings and the heave-offerings, all are brought willingly; and that draws all the people together with one exercise.

N.C.McK.  It says of some persons that things were found with them; they had the material.  You get the women who were wise-hearted and spun what had been brought; the people were working out things that had been divinely given.  Both things go on together: what we have as given to us by divine Persons; and the personal, inward exercises that work out that tremendous divine wealth.  Divine wealth comes in the form of impressions, given by divine Persons, which form spiritual substance in the believer.

C.S.  It has been said that if the preparation and the spinning had not been done correctly, the curtains would not hold.  It should be encouraging for the sisters that their impressions of Christ can be contributed; they can be given in that sense spiritually.  That is spinning; it is working matters out.

P.J.M.  Does diligence come into that?  Psalm 90 has been referred to; it says, “So teach us to number our days, that we may acquire a wise heart” (v.12).  Our chapter refers to every woman that was wise-hearted.  Someone might say, ‘Well, today I am a bit tired so I will give the meeting a miss’.  But being wise-hearted would mean that I am going to contribute something for God.  These exercises are not going to be wasted; and that would require diligence and an overcoming spirit.  It seems encouraging: “And every woman that was wise-hearted spun with her hands, and brought what she had spun”.  That is the result in view, that such a woman would bring the result of her exercise.

C.S.  Yes, that is very helpful.

N.J.H.  I was thinking of the spun goats’ hair in verse 26.  Goats’ hair would suggest separation.  But it is said that goats’ hair is very difficult material to work with.  It is hard on the hands to spin.

C.S.  I was thinking of goats’ hair in connection with separation too; but what does it suggest to you that the material is hard to work with?  Does it link with what was said as to diligence?

N.J.H.  Yes.  If you were faint-hearted, you would give up quickly, but the people were strong-hearted, and they would maintain the spinning of the goats’ hair.

N.C.McK.  In verse 20, “And all the assembly of the children of Israel departed from before Moses” means that the matter is worked out in responsibility. Fellowship includes the matter of where the saints are when they are not together.  Separation is a test, and includes working out of matters in their detail, maintaining the bond and the link among us as brethren when we are not together.  That is the exercising part.

P.J.M.  Does it link with Timothy?  Paul says, “Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God”, 2 Tim.2:15.  It also says, “If therefore one shall have purified himself … he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master” (v.21).  Is that not what these persons were doing?  They were working on goats’ hair and spinning it; they were applying it morally.

W.M.P.  Sisters do not speak in our meetings.  They participate in the singing of hymns, praising in that regard, but not speaking.  How do they bring this substance into the company?

N.J.H.  Sisters have a valuable part in the household as being free from the worldly spirit and its effect.  The subjective side – what is formed in the believer – is very important.

C.S.  Scripture speaks about “the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price”, 1 Peter 3:4.

N.J.H.  That is a good word – “incorruptible”. 

W.M.P.  Yes.  Right moral conditions in a meeting would be facilitated by the sisters being on this line, especially in the household.  

A.R.H.  It works out in a meeting.  Sometimes a sister has been thinking of a hymn, and then a brother gives it out.  No doubt she was following the whole thought.

W.M.P.  Yes, that is very fine.

N.J.H.  Paul and those with him came to the house of Lydia in Acts 16.  After they were released from prison in Philippi, they returned to her house, and the brethren were there.  She was representing the subjective answer to Paul’s ministry.

N.C.McK.  It has been said that when a brother takes part in the service of God, he ought to be expressing what is in the affections of the whole company.  The company is affected inwardly, and someone gives expression to that: the whole company is in the matter.  The ‘amens’ show that.

W.M.P.  They do.  What you say is very confirming of the experiences that we have in the service of God.  My enquiry really was what comes out of the goats’ hair, perhaps speaking of those who endure difficult circumstances.  We should value that element in our local meetings.  

C.S.  I have valued that for a long time, that we have sisters here whose lives are a testimony, and who contribute to the meetings in that way.

C.J.McK.  Using diligence was mentioned earlier.  It brought to mind the woman of worth at the end of Proverbs.  She is really marked by that: “She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life.  She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands” (chap.31:12,13).  She is in constant activity: “And she riseth while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and the day’s work to her maidens” (v.15).  She is protecting and providing.

P.J.M.  That is very helpful.  Does the thought of watchfulness come into the goats’ hair as well?  We need to be sensitive to anything that is not suitable; that sensitivity will always be needed.  The sisters are sensitive as to what is proceeding.  That is very helpful in the company; they support what is proceeding collectively.

J.N.  Do you think it brings out the value of households at the present time?  Each one is needed; take Prisca and Aquila, for example.

N.J.H.  Exactly.

N.C.McK.  John’s second epistle is devoted to the matter of households.  The sisters should maintain the household and maintain their place in responsibility in the house.  As a matter of fact, the largest part of the upbringing of believers’ children is under the hand of sisters.  That is a very important responsibility.  The Scripture also says, “And ye fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and admonition of the Lord”, Eph.6:4.  Both parents are involved in that.

C.S.  It was mentioned last week that Timothy had a mother and a grandmother who helped him in that way.  And John in his second epistle reminds the elect lady of her responsibility to protect the household: “If any one come to you and bring not this doctrine, do not receive him into the house”, 2 John:10.  It is a large responsibility for the sisters, is it not?

N.C.McK.  To keep things out of the house, do you mean? 

C.S.  I noticed a helpful reference in the ministry to the commendations at the end of Romans.  We have been speaking of the features that marked the children of Israel in bringing material for the tabernacle as they were prompted in their hearts.  The persons named in Romans 16 are given commendations, and a reason is given for them.  It is said of Phoebe, “our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; that ye may receive her in the Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for she also has been a helper of many, and of myself” (vv.1,2).  And Prisca and Aquila formed a household that has already been referred to.  We have known sisters in this city marked by this feature of providing a household for the Lord.  

N.J.H.  When Phoebe was in Cenchrea, which was the neighbouring meeting to Corinth, she would have had a sober judgement, with the apostle, as to matters there.  

S.W.  I was thinking of the end of verse 29 in our chapter.  It says, “which Jehovah, by the hand of Moses, had commanded to be done”.  While we know that this provision of material is all motivated by movement of heart, obedience comes into it as well.  Could we have some help as to that?

C.S.  At the end of chapter 39 it says, “And Moses saw all the work, and behold, they had done it as Jehovah had commanded” (v.43).  They had done it, and Moses blessed them.  Moses was given instructions as to the pattern, and what was made had to be absolutely according to God’s mind (see Exod.25:40).  So this matter of obedience comes in.  It is illustrated in the fact that “all the assembly of the children of Israel departed from before Moses.  And they came”.  They were obedient and trustworthy.

N.C.McK.  Does that link with Corinthians?  “According to the grace of God which has been given to me, as a wise architect, I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon it.  But let each sees how he builds upon it”, 1 Cor.3:10.  The building must be according to the pattern.  The Corinthians were building to another pattern, but Paul had the original and in his view there was none other.  Adhering to the pattern did not limit the liberty of the people to bring material, but whatever they brought must be according to the divine pattern; it cannot be of man.  

C.S.  We have seen in the earlier readings that all these materials speak of what is divine. 

W.M.P.  I was wondering what was in our brother’s mind as to obedience.  Were you thinking that it springs from affection, and from devotedness to the Lord?  What was your thought?

S.W.  Yes, I was linking obedience with verse 21, where it speaks about “every one whose heart moved him, and every one whose spirit prompted him”.  Obedience surely comes from love, from the heart, but spiritual intelligence goes along with it.  The Spirit’s help is essential for us to understand what God’s commandment is.  

W.M.P.  That is very good: we do need the Spirit’s help.  What has been referred to in the epistles shows us the way: the divine commandment is set out for us largely through Paul’s ministry, and in the epistles we get the practical application to ourselves in our Christian lives.  

S.W.  Just to be simple about things, there is not really room for our own creativity in the things of God, is there?  God has provided us with means by which what returns to Him is suitable.

W.M.P.  I think that is a really important remark.  We are not looking for innovation, but – as you have said – there is what has come down to us in the truth and the order of what is for God.  

P.J.M.  It says, “And the principal men brought the onyx stones, and the stones to be set, for the ephod”.  Do you think that some consideration would enter into the selection of these stones?  They would ask, ‘Is it suitable?  Is it according to the pattern?  Should we ask Moses?’  I do not think they would bring random onyx stones; these men would consider things.  It is not what we think is suitable, but the question is, is it according to the pattern God has given?  

T.R.C.  Aquila and Priscilla were marked by these features. When Apollos arrived at Ephesus they “having heard him, took him to them and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly”, Acts 18:26.  They had the pattern before them. In Exodus where we have read, it says that the women spun with their hands.  It was, speaking simply, a hands-on matter.  I just wondered if Aquila and Priscilla were marked by these features.

C.S.  Yes, what is being said is very good.  When the Lord said to the woman in John 4, “the Father seeks such as his worshippers.  God is a spirit; and they who worship him must worship him in spirit and truth” (vv.23,24).  He was indicating that worship should be according to the divine standard, which would be by the Spirit.  The water which the Lord gives “shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life” (v.14).

C.J.McK.  Priscilla and Aquila were of the same trade as Paul; they were tent makers by trade.  In Romans 16 they are referred to as having the assembly at their house.  Somebody has pointed out that Paul was a spiritual tent maker, and Priscilla and Aquila were on the same lines.

T.R.C.  I think it is fine to see that: it was not only a matter of light or teaching.  They set an example, do you think?  In Acts 20, Paul refers to “these hands” (v.34). Not only did Paul teach and set things out clearly, but when he was among them, he showed them things too.  There is moral power in that.

N.C.McK.  Paul was like Bezaleel who was filled with “the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship”.  That is demonstrated by what has just been said about him.  He speaks about “my intelligence in the mystery of the Christ”, Eph.3:4.  He also refers there to “the knowledge of what is the administration of the mystery” (v.9).  Elsewhere it says that he “reasoned with them from the scriptures, opening and laying down …”, Acts 17:2,3.  Paul was able to meet things, opening and revealing things to persons, also “laying down”, which is authoritative.  There would be authority about the truth in the souls of those who heard Paul.  That was essential; he was speaking to the Gentiles and he brought in things that were suitable to them.  He was skilful. 

C.S.  Yes, he was.  Remarkable ability was given to him by the Lord.  He could say to those elders in Ephesus, “I have not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God”, Acts 20:27.  He brought in at Ephesus glorious light as to the assembly.  It was “all manner of workmanship”.  
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Scripture references

Exodus 35 (JND) [1] And Moses collected all the assembly of the children of Israel, and said to them, These are the things which Jehovah has commanded, to do them. [2] Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day there shall be to you a holy day, a sabbath of rest to Jehovah: whoever does work on it shall be put to death. [3] Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your dwellings upon the sabbath day. …

Exodus 19:4 (JND) [4] Ye have seen what I have done to the Egyptians, and [how] I have borne you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.

Exodus 19:4 (JND) [4] Ye have seen what I have done to the Egyptians, and [how] I have borne you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.

2 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or do we need, as some, commendatory letters to you, or [commendatory] from you? [2] *Ye* are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men, [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart. …

2 Corinthians 8:9 (JND) [9] For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that *ye* by *his* poverty might be enriched.

2 Corinthians 5 (JND) [1] For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. [2] For indeed in this we groan, ardently desiring to have put on our house which [is] from heaven; [3] if indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked. …

2 Corinthians 5 (JND) [1] For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. [2] For indeed in this we groan, ardently desiring to have put on our house which [is] from heaven; [3] if indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked. …

2 Corinthians 6 (JND) [1] But [as] fellow-workmen, we also beseech that ye receive not the grace of God in vain: [2] (for he says, I have listened to thee in an accepted time, and I have helped thee in a day of salvation: behold, now [is the] well-accepted time; behold, now [the] day of salvation:) [3] giving no manner of offence in anything, that the ministry be not blamed; …

Genesis 2:2-3 (JND) [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it.

2 Corinthians 3:3 (JND) [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart.

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Exodus 34:1-28 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Moses, Hew for thyself two tables of stone like the first; and I will write upon the tables the words that were upon the first tables, which thou hast broken. [2] And be ready for the morning, and go up in the morning to mount Sinai, and stand there before me on the top of the mountain. [3] And let no man go up with thee, neither shall any man be seen on all the mountain; neither shall sheep and oxen feed in front of that mountain. [4] And he hewed two tables of stone like the first; and Moses rose up early in the morning and went up to mount Sinai, as Jehovah had commanded him, and took in his hand the two tables of stone. [5] And Jehovah came down in the cloud, and stood beside him there, and proclaimed the name of Jehovah. [6] And Jehovah passed by before his face, and proclaimed, Jehovah, Jehovah God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abundant in goodness and truth, [7] keeping mercy unto thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but by no means clearing [the guilty]; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, upon the third and upon the fourth [generation]. [8] And Moses made haste, and bowed his head to the earth and worshipped, [9] and said, If indeed I have found grace in thine eyes, Lord, let the Lord, I pray thee, go in our midst; for it is a stiff-necked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for an inheritance! [10] And he said, Behold, I make a covenant: before all thy people I will do marvels that have not been done in all the earth, nor in any nation; and all the people in the midst of which thou [art] shall see the work of Jehovah; for a terrible thing it shall be that I will do with thee. [11] Observe what I command thee this day: behold, I will drive out before thee the Amorite, and the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the Jebusite. [12] Take heed to thyself, that thou make no covenant with the inhabitants of the land to which thou shalt come, lest it be a snare in the midst of thee; …

Psalms 90 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.} Lord, *thou* hast been our dwelling-place in all generations. [2] Before the mountains were brought forth, and thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from eternity to eternity thou art God. [3] Thou makest [mortal] man to return to dust, and sayest, Return, children of men. …

Ephesians 2:22 (JND) [22] in whom *ye* also are built together for a habitation of God in [the] Spirit.

Acts 7:38 (JND) [38] This is he who was in the assembly in the wilderness, with the angel who spoke to him in the mount Sinai, and with our fathers; who received living oracles to give to us;

Psalms 90 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.} Lord, *thou* hast been our dwelling-place in all generations. [2] Before the mountains were brought forth, and thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from eternity to eternity thou art God. [3] Thou makest [mortal] man to return to dust, and sayest, Return, children of men. …

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Ephesians 1:18 (JND) [18] being enlightened in the eyes of your heart, so that ye should know what is the hope of his calling, [and] what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

Acts 4:35 (JND) [35] and laid it at the feet of the apostles; and distribution was made to each according as any one might have need.

Acts 7 (JND) [1] And the high priest said, Are these things then so? [2] And he said, Brethren and fathers, hearken. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, [3] and said to him, Go out of thy land and out of thy kindred, and come into the land which I will shew thee. …

Matthew 16 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and Sadducees, coming to [him], asked him, tempting [him], to shew them a sign out of heaven. [2] But he answering said to them, When evening is come, ye say, Fine weather, for the sky is red; [3] and in the morning, A storm to-day, for the sky is red [and] lowering; ye know [how] to discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot the signs of the times. …

2 Corinthians 4:17 (JND) [17] For our momentary [and] light affliction works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory;

Acts 11:26 (JND) [26] And having found [him], he brought him to Antioch. And so it was with them that for a whole year they were gathered together in the assembly and taught a large crowd: and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

Ephesians 4:7 (JND) [7] But to each one of us has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ.

Romans 12:6 (JND) [6] But having different gifts, according to the grace which has been given to us, whether [it be] prophecy, [let us prophesy] according to the proportion of faith;

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

Exodus 17:10 (JND) [10] And Joshua did as Moses had said to him, to fight with Amalek; and Moses, Aaron and Hur went up to the top of the hill.

Judges 18:11-20 (JND) [11] And there went from thence of the family of the Danites, out of Zoreah and out of Eshtaol, six hundred men girded with weapons of war. [12] And they went up and encamped in Kirjath-jearim, in Judah; therefore they call that place Mahaneh-Dan to this day: behold, it is behind Kirjath-jearim. [13] And they passed thence to mount Ephraim, and came to the house of Micah. [14] Then the five men that had gone to spy out the country of Laish spoke and said to their brethren, Do ye know that there is in these houses an ephod, and teraphim, and a graven image, and a molten image? And now ye know what to do. [15] And they turned thither, and came to the house of the young man the Levite, the house of Micah, and inquired after his welfare. [16] And the six hundred men of the children of Dan, girded with their weapons of war, stood at the entrance of the gate. [17] And the five men that had gone to spy out the land went up, entered in thither, [and] took the graven image, and the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten image; and the priest stood at the entrance of the gate with the six hundred men that were girded with weapons of war. [18] And these came into Micah's house, and took the carved image, the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten image. And the priest said to them, What do ye? [19] And they said to him, Hold thy peace, lay thy hand upon thy mouth, and go with us, and be to us a father and a priest. Is it better for thee to be a priest for the house of one man, or to be priest for a tribe and a family in Israel? [20] Then the priest's heart was glad, and he took the ephod, and the teraphim, and the graven image, and went in the midst of the people.

Judges 18:30-31 (JND) [30] And the children of Dan set up the graven image; and Jehonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Moses; he and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land. [31] And they set up for themselves Micah's graven image, which he had made, all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh.

Exodus 17:10-12 (JND) [10] And Joshua did as Moses had said to him, to fight with Amalek; and Moses, Aaron and Hur went up to the top of the hill. [11] And it came to pass when Moses raised his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. [12] And Moses' hands were heavy; then they took a stone, and put [it] under him, and he sat on it; and Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on this side, and one on that side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun.

Judges 18:11-20 (JND) [11] And there went from thence of the family of the Danites, out of Zoreah and out of Eshtaol, six hundred men girded with weapons of war. [12] And they went up and encamped in Kirjath-jearim, in Judah; therefore they call that place Mahaneh-Dan to this day: behold, it is behind Kirjath-jearim. [13] And they passed thence to mount Ephraim, and came to the house of Micah. [14] Then the five men that had gone to spy out the country of Laish spoke and said to their brethren, Do ye know that there is in these houses an ephod, and teraphim, and a graven image, and a molten image? And now ye know what to do. [15] And they turned thither, and came to the house of the young man the Levite, the house of Micah, and inquired after his welfare. [16] And the six hundred men of the children of Dan, girded with their weapons of war, stood at the entrance of the gate. [17] And the five men that had gone to spy out the land went up, entered in thither, [and] took the graven image, and the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten image; and the priest stood at the entrance of the gate with the six hundred men that were girded with weapons of war. [18] And these came into Micah's house, and took the carved image, the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten image. And the priest said to them, What do ye? [19] And they said to him, Hold thy peace, lay thy hand upon thy mouth, and go with us, and be to us a father and a priest. Is it better for thee to be a priest for the house of one man, or to be priest for a tribe and a family in Israel? [20] Then the priest's heart was glad, and he took the ephod, and the teraphim, and the graven image, and went in the midst of the people.

Ephesians 2:18 (JND) [18] For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

Psalms 90 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.} Lord, *thou* hast been our dwelling-place in all generations. [2] Before the mountains were brought forth, and thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from eternity to eternity thou art God. [3] Thou makest [mortal] man to return to dust, and sayest, Return, children of men. …

2 Timothy 2:15 (JND) [15] Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth.

2 Timothy 2:15 (JND) [15] Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth.

2 Timothy 2:15 (JND) [15] Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth.

1 Peter 3:4 (JND) [4] but the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible [ornament] of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Ephesians 6:4 (JND) [4] And [ye] fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in [the] discipline and admonition of [the] Lord.

Romans 16 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, …

Exodus 25:40 (JND) [40] And see that thou make [them] according to their pattern, which hath been shewn to thee in the mountain.

1 Corinthians 3:10 (JND) [10] According to the grace of God which has been given to me, as a wise architect, I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon it. But let each see how he builds upon it.

Acts 18:26 (JND) [26] And *he* began to speak boldly in the synagogue. And Aquila and Priscilla, having heard him, took him to [them] and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Romans 16 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, …

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Ephesians 3:4 (JND) [4] by which, in reading it, ye can understand my intelligence in the mystery of the Christ,)

Ephesians 3:4 (JND) [4] by which, in reading it, ye can understand my intelligence in the mystery of the Christ,)

Acts 17:2-3 (JND) [2] And according to Paul's custom he went in among them, and on three sabbaths reasoned with them from the scriptures, [3] opening and laying down that the Christ must have suffered and risen up from among the dead, and that this is the Christ, Jesus whom *I* announce to you.

Acts 17:2-3 (JND) [2] And according to Paul's custom he went in among them, and on three sabbaths reasoned with them from the scriptures, [3] opening and laying down that the Christ must have suffered and risen up from among the dead, and that this is the Christ, Jesus whom *I* announce to you.

Acts 20:27 (JND) [27] for I have not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God.

Acts 20:27 (JND) [27] for I have not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God.



EXTRACT


The form even of the epistle [to the Ephesians] shows how much the apostle’s mind was filled with the sense of the blessing that belongs to the assembly.  … he begins at once to speak of the blessings in which all the members of Christ participate.  His heart was full of the immensity of grace; and nothing in the state of Ephesian Christians required any particular remarks adapted to that state.  It is nearness of heart to God that produces simplicity, and that enables us in simplicity to enjoy the blessings of God as God Himself bestows them, as they flow from His heart, in all their own excellence – to enjoy them in connection with Him who imparts them, and not merely in a mode adapted to the state of those to whom they are imparted; or through a communication that only reveals a part of these blessings, because the soul would not be able to receive more.  Yes, when near to God, we are in simplicity, and the whole extent of His grace and of our blessings unfolds itself as it is found in Him.

It is important to remark two things here in passing: first, that moral nearness to God, and communion with Him, is the only means of any true enlargement in the knowledge of His ways and of the blessings which He imparts to His children, because it is the only position in which we can perceive them, or be morally capable of so doing; and, also, that all conduct which is not suitable to this nearness to God, all levity of thought, which His presence does not admit of, makes us lose these communications from Him and renders us incapable of receiving them.  (Compare John 14:21-23.)  Secondly, it is not that the Lord forsakes us on account of these faults or this carelessness; He intercedes for us, and we experience His grace, but it is no longer communion or intelligent progress in the riches of the revelation of Himself, of the fulness which is in Christ.  It is grace adapted to our wants, an answer to our misery.  Jesus stretches out His hand to us … 

When we walk with God, when we walk after the Spirit without grieving Him, He maintains us in communion, in the enjoyment of God, the positive source of joy – of an everlasting joy.  This is a position in which He can occupy us – as being ourselves interested in all that interests Him – with all the development of His counsels, His glory, and His goodness, in the Person of Jesus the Christ, Jesus the Son of His love; and the heart is enlarged in the measure of the objects that occupy it.

JND Synopsis Vol.4 Ephesians pp.283-285


Scripture references

John 14:21-23 (JND) [21] He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me; but he that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to him. [22] Judas, not the Iscariote, says to him, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself to us and not to the world? [23] Jesus answered and said to him, If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him.



THE PROSPECT


 

Hearts are filled with holy wonder

As we think of what will be –

Righteousness will there be dwelling

In a bright eternity.

Restful in that new creation,

All in all our God will be.

 

There His love will find full answer

To His counsels and His ways;

Many sons now brought to glory

Worshipping through endless days.

Restful in that new creation,

God will dwell amidst their praise.

 

In th’assembly in Christ Jesus

Our blest God is glorified;

In the families gathered round Him,

Love, His nature, magnified.

Restful in that new creation,

God Himself is satisfied.

 

R W McClean
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Notes


	[←1]
	 JND Synopsis Vol.1 p.94 – ‘… the government of patience and grace is added to it’
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