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DIVINE FAVOUR

Romans 5:1,2;  Ruth 2:13,14;  Ephesians 1:6,7;  Ruth 4:9,10;  Deuteronomy 33:23

The thought of favour was before us on Lord’s day and again in the prayer meeting, and I was wondering if we could consider this now.  It is wonderful to see that God has in mind that the result of receiving the gospel is that we come to the point in Romans chapter 5 where we have favour: “our Lord Jesus Christ; by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand”.  Favour must be closely related to grace.  I think other translations translate it ‘grace’ and you can understand that; it is the divine heart.  Everything that is to be effected in our hearts is because matters have begun in God’s heart, and God would desire that we should be in a position where we should be in His favour.  How blessed that is.  

I wondered if Ruth gives us an example of one finding favour.  I was thinking of how she comes to the place where Boaz is, and where everything that she needs is supplied to her according to what he has in mind.  She asks for favour, “Let me find favour in thine eyes, my lord”, and then there is the favour in which she stands.  She emphasises for us what we all need to keep being reminded of, that we have no right to divine favour at all.  That is you and that is me; we have no right to divine favour at all.  The description, ‘a sinner’, would equate to it, and you see the dreadfulness of the condition of the sinner in Romans.  The apostle in writing the epistle goes to some length to show how far we are from deserving anything from God’s side, but how blessed it is that Paul could say, “by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand”.  So that Ruth, as reached and blessed and helped and encouraged by Boaz, comes to this place where she can stand in favour.  But think too of the personal attention of Boaz to her: he would reach her parched corn, he would provide for her, he would ensure that there would be everything for her blessing.

How wonderful that such favour is available to us as we lay hold of it by faith: it is “through our Lord Jesus Christ; by whom we have also access by faith”.  There is no other entrance to it, no other claim on it; everything is by faith.  How wonderful it is that what God has provided is available from His side, the fulness of the blessing in His heart towards us, and we can lay hold of this by faith because of the way in which the Lord Jesus has gone.  We are justified, set up in the presence of God with nothing that can be held against us, no charge against us.  How blessed that is.  So that we can stand there in His presence; we can stand before God.  Man away from God cannot stand before Him.  You think of how that will end up finally, when all who are not saved will flee from before His face (Rev.20:11).  But now we can stand, and as we stand there is something for His own praise because “we boast in hope of the glory of God”.  It has often been pointed out what a contrast there is between chapter 3, where we “come short of the glory of God” (v.23), and chapter 5 where “we boast in hope of the glory of God”.  The glory of God is towards us; the glory of God is seen in an area in which we can stand.  We have this example in Ruth as she came into that blessing which she knew had been provided for her.  In the previous verse, Boaz refers to “the God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to take refuge”.  Here is in type someone in the safety and the security of all that the glad tidings can provide for them.  I trust that we should all feel that, and be encouraged and blessed and kept as a result. 

But then there is the favour of persons who have been taken into favour in the Beloved, which Ephesians brings before us, and that of course brings before us the attractiveness to God of One who was given that title, the Beloved.  You might say, it does not need to be explained; we do not need to be told who this is, because we know that it is God’s Beloved: there can only be One.  How fine it is to see God’s view of Christ; how fine it is to see that He is the One who has been so acclaimed by God Himself.  We have seen it at His baptism, we have seen it at the mount of transfiguration, we see it in His resurrection – “raised  … by the glory of the Father”, Rom.6:4.  We see it in the place that He has now at God’s right hand.  How blessed it is to see that there is One who is “the Beloved”.  But then God has “taken us into favour in the Beloved”, so that we are clothed in the worth of that One: we are seen before God in the blessing of that One.  We have our place and standing before God that is according to the One in whom we are taken into favour.  How wonderful and blessed that is!  We are reminded, of course, that it is all because of His work; we are never to forget that, “in whom we have redemption through his blood”.  How wonderful it is that His blood is always in the sight of God.  Everything that might be a charge against us has been removed, everything that held us has been taken away, so that we are redeemed.  We are in liberty before Him and we are secured for Him “in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches of his grace”.  

Again, we can see in Ruth that she had no rights; she had nothing that would give her any right to have part with the people of God: yet she is brought into the fulness of favour on the ground of redemption.  Boaz is a figure to us of the One who is the Beloved, in all the excellence of the mighty man of wealth, and in all the excellence that relates to One who has all that is necessary to secure us and bring us in.  Boaz could say, “moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife”.  What right did she have to be in Israel?  She had full right because in type she had been “taken … into favour in the Beloved”; she was associated with Boaz, the mighty man of wealth.  What right do we have?  We look at ourselves and we see there is no right there, but we rejoice as we look at the Lord Jesus and we see Him in all His glory.  We see Him, not only in His glory to us, but what He is to the Father, and we see that the Father would delight to call our attention to His love for Jesus, for “he has taken us into favour in the Beloved”.  Everything set up before the eye of God for His pleasure is entirely according to the excellence of the Lord Jesus.

There is a challenge for us as we come to Naphtali.  It is fine to read of Naphtali because he is “satisfied with favour”.  But are you?  Am I?  In Daniel you see one who had the whole favour of the world available to him, its whole favour – think of that!  The world’s favour surrounded him and despite that, he was not moved by it.  He was satisfied with divine favour; he was satisfied with what there was from God’s side.  How wonderful that is, in the face of a world that might attract us by its favour.  God’s favour would attract us by its grace, and we can see an example in Daniel of one who was satisfied with divine favour.  Because of where his heart was, he was not looking for favour from any other direction or from any other source.  As our hearts are attached to the One who is the Beloved, each one of us will be helped to have a growing appreciation of what the Father sees in Christ, and be in the enjoyment of what it is to be in that favour.  

May we be encouraged and helped in this for His name’s sake.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Edinburgh

19 June 2019

David C Brown

 


Scripture references

Romans 5:1-2 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God.

Ruth 2:13-14 (JND) [13] And she said, Let me find favour in thine eyes, my lord; for that thou hast comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken kindly to thy handmaid, though I am not like one of thy handmaidens. [14] And Boaz said to her at mealtime, Come hither and eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers; and he reached her parched corn, and she ate and was sufficed, and reserved [some].

Ephesians 1:6-7 (JND) [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved: [7] in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches of his grace;

Ruth 4:9-10 (JND) [9] And Boaz said to the elders and all the people, Ye are witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was Elimelech's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand of Naomi; [10] moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off from among his brethren and from the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this day.

Deuteronomy 33:23 (JND) [23] And of Naphtali he said, Naphtali, satisfied with favour, And full of the blessing of Jehovah, Possess thou the west and the south.

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Revelation 20:11 (JND) [11] And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled, and place was not found for them.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.



WALKING AS HE WALKED

1 John 2:3-6;  John 1:14,35-39

R.H.B.      I seek help as to this matter referred to in verse 6, walking as He walked.  John does not give His name, nor does he define what that means, and I think there are things that are left for exercised hearts to discover.  There is no doubt, of course, as to who John was referring to, but we might begin with contemplating the immensity, first of all, that the Son of God should have walked on this earth.  How much was involved in that, both as regards the making of God known, and the blessing of men.  I am sure many things will come into the hearts of the brethren.  One was confirmed by the hymn that we sang (Hymn 54) as to the glories of Christ and the offices that He fills; all were reflected in His walk, a walk which was like none other, and yet it is to be continued.  The enemy not only sought to destroy Christ personally – very murderous attempts, as we know, were made upon His life – but his aim was to stamp out all remembrance of Him; “When will he die, and his name perish?”, Ps.41:5.  We get the divine answer to that in the psalm, “I will make thy name to be remembered throughout all generations” (Ps.45:17), and it is remembered before God in those who walk as He walked.  

I thought this passage showed us progressively how we might answer to that.  There is the reference first of all to keeping His commandments, and then in verse 5, “whoever keeps his word, in him verily the love of God is perfected”.  I am sure we would all desire that the love of God should be perfected in us.  Then that leads the apostle to speak of this matter that “he that abides in him ought, even as he walked, himself also so to walk”.  That was the passage that I particularly had in mind.  I referred to the passages in the gospel because John speaks of the momentous matter that “the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us”.  Jesus lived among men in the ordinary day to day circumstances of life in which we are.  People may say, ‘the world is not the same today as it was then’, but the same issues among men now were extant then.  Jesus lived among men, and John speaks of contemplating His glory, the distinctive glory of the Son of God.  The nearest that John could describe it was “as of an only-begotten with a father”.  That was the character of the walk of Jesus that impressed the apostle.  Then John the baptist, “looking at him as he walked”, pointed Him out as “the Lamb of God”.  That led to persons leaving the baptist.  They were disciples of John’s, but became followers of the Lord Jesus, and they wanted to know where He lived; they wanted to know the secret of that life and that walk.  

I would like to stimulate that as a desire with us all, to know the secret of that holy life, a life that provided such pleasure for God that went up to God in its fragrance.  It provided a testimony to all that God is, and it provided great blessing for mankind.  Now we might say that it is fanciful that we should be expected to walk as He walked; but John does not only say it is not fanciful but he says we “ought”, and it struck me that there are ‘oughts’ in Christianity.  You sometimes see the idea that persons have of grace and the dispensation of grace, that it is a free for all, but Scripture brings out some ‘oughts’.  If what John is speaking about is taken up, then this would be the result of it.  It is not something that we work up to or contrive but it is something that is brought about as the things that John speaks about in the passage are answered to.  I would be glad to know what the brethren think about that.

J.A.B.      Is the way in which John the baptist drew his disciples’ attention to Jesus as the Lamb of God the key to doing what we ought to do?  It is the power of love, the power of attraction to a Man in whom God has delight.  We have had several meetings recently in this area bringing the glories and beauties of the Lord Jesus before us.  As we answer in our affections to the Man who has been marked out by God as the One in whom His delight is, will we be able to answer to the ‘oughts’?

R.H.B.      Yes.  It is not a legal obligation like the Old Testament, but it is the result of coming under His influence.  So where we read John says, “hereby we know that we know him, if we keep his commandments”.  To know Him is to love Him, and to love Him is to seek to be pleasing to Him.  I think it begins there.  There is much that professes the name of Christ yet some of it is odious to Him.  He speaks to Laodicea of what He is about to spew out of His mouth (Rev.3:16); it was odious to Christ, but there is what is true.  We are in days of public breakdown, as we are only too aware, but I think John helps us to identify what is genuine and to answer to it.

G.B.G.      Is the “ought” a test of Christian responsibility”?  You said there are ‘oughts’ in Scripture, and the word is used even in relation to the Lord Jesus.  “I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business”, Luke 2:49?

R.H.B.      Yes, and He said to the two going to Emmaüs, “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things” (Luke 24:26).  They said they had hoped He was the One who was going to redeem Israel, that there was going to be a re-establishment of Israel, but to suffer these things was an obligation that the Lord answered to.

G.B.G.      The Lord Jesus is an example for us.  He was in perfect communion with His Father; flowing from that, He ought to be occupied in His Father’s business.

R.H.B.      I think that is interesting, because it says in John, “the Father who sent me has himself given me commandment what I should say and what I should speak; and I know that his commandment is life eternal”, John 12:50.  So the Lord was here as a Man filling out the commandments of the One He loved.

G.B.G.      It says here, “he abides in him”.  Would that be vital?  As you inferred, we cannot fill out each “ought” in a legal way.  There must be something in us lying behind it – our abiding in Christ, nearness to Him, enjoying His company.  Christian responsibility flows out of that.

R.H.B.      Yes, so these are not commandments as in the law that were required for justification; these are commandments that become that because of affection for the Person whose commandments they are.  It seems to me that it comes down to the place that Christ has in the heart.  This is the writer who, though he was an apostle, hardly ever speaks of himself thus, but nearly always as “the disciple whom Jesus loved” and the disciple to whom he was attached.  John lived in the consciousness of that, so that is how he regarded himself.

W.M.P.      “In him verily the love of God is perfected”; does that connect with your thought that affection for Christ is the secret of our devotion and commitment?

R.H.B.      Yes.  What is your impression of that expression, the love of God being perfected in a person?  

W.M.P.      I wondered if it means that there is nothing to hinder its operation in the person.  The flesh that is in us would seek to hinder the formative effect of the love of God, but the inner person means that there is something formed in them.  Is that what you think?

R.H.B.      Yes.  Do you think it conveys the sense of the ultimate object of God’s ways being brought about?  If He has taken you up for blessing initially, His love that was behind it is perfected when this point is reached; it is a sort of end in view. 

D.S.      Is there a distinction between keeping His commandments and keeping His word?  There seems to be some progression in souls as they commit themselves to the commandments.  It says in John’s gospel, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.  And I will beg the Father and he will give you another Comforter”, John 14:16.  It seems that the commandment is a regulating thing which helps us to move in relation to the word, which is a formative thing.

R.H.B.      That is helpful.  I have always thought that the commandments perhaps more relate to our relationships with one another; so the Lord says, “This is my commandment, that ye love one another”, John 15:12.  That can be a fraught area in our relations with one another, and that is why the thought of divine authority comes into it, so that I do not just love those whom I find agreeable and dislike others, but I am commanded by the One that I love to love His own.  I wondered whether the word that the Lord speaks of might perhaps more refer to what He has brought out in the way of making God known.  I am just putting that out for the brethren to think about.  The commandment seems to relate to our relationships together, and then keeping His word is treasuring what the Lord has disclosed and revealed, something that was never known before.  So Philadelphia is commended by the Lord for having kept His word and not denied His name (Rev.3:8); it was cherished amidst the apostasy.

A.P.G.      The first time in the Scriptures that “the word” is used is in Genesis 15 to Abram.  God says, “I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward” (v.1).  It is some fresh touch as to Himself.  Would that mark the word?

R.H.B.      Yes, that is helpful.  The Lord was that practically to His disciples, He was their shield and their exceeding great reward.  He said to the Father in John 17, “those thou hast given me I have guarded” (v.12).  He stood between them and the Pharisees when they criticised the disciples for eating the ears of corn on the sabbath (Matt.12:3-8).  The Lord answered that; He was their shield, but He was also their reward.  That is very much a Christian’s knowledge of God.

A.P.G.      The Lord’s commandment would keep us in a safe area in this adverse scene, but His word is more intimate and brings us nearer to Himself.

R.H.B.      Yes, I thought that; there is an intimacy about it.  It says in the gospels, for example, “as they were listening to these things, he added and spake a parable”, Luke 19:11.  You get the impression that perhaps if they had not been listening, they might not have had that, but as they were listening, there was a further intimate disclosure of His word.

B.W.L.      Do we see it too in John 13?  Peter recognised that John was closer to the Lord than he was.  John asked the question, and he received the answer because he was near to the Lord.

R.H.B.      Yes, it is a good example, and it is John who recognised the Lord at the end of the gospel; “It is the Lord”, John 21:7.  He is the writer for our time, the man of whom the Lord said, “If I will that he abide until I come”, John 21:22.  The length of the dispensation, the longest ever, in some sense presents its own challenges, but the challenges are met, it seems to me, by the writings of this apostle.

J.A.B.      Would the word, as answered to, lead to a formation of the work of God in believers’ souls, and is that how the love of God is perfected?  We were reading in Matthew recently, and the question was asked how the Lord could say, “Be ye therefore perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect”, Matt.5:48.  A brother explained that it is only really the work of God in the believer that can be spoken of in that way, but as that work is formed as a result of answering to the love of God, the work in itself is perfect.  It is a great encouragement that, by the Spirit, there is something in every believer which can be identified as entirely pleasing to God.

R.H.B.      Yes, and the word “perfect” has that meaning.  There is what is of that character in us even though there may be other things of a negative character.  That is the triumph of God’s grace, that the walk of One who was sinless and intrinsically holy should be reflected in those who are not.  We are not intrinsically holy, we have the flesh in us.  We often say we are in a mixed condition.  But the triumph of grace is that the life and walk of that Man should be perpetuated before God.

J.T.B.      Does the reference in the address to Philadelphia to “the word of my patience” (Rev.3:10) suggest an ongoing communication from the Lord Jesus as to fidelity in this scene?  It is not just to keep patience, or be patient, but it is the word of His patience.  It suggests what is constant, and as receiving that word it emboldens us and strengthen us.

R.H.B.      I think that is very good, so that we are waiting for what He is waiting for.  I was thinking about how you get that reference in the epistle to the Thessalonians about our hearts being directed “into the patience of the Christ”, 2 Thess.3:5.  It is His patience.  Perhaps we do not often think of that.  We think of waiting for the Lord’s coming and feel perhaps that we are being very patient in waiting, but with what eagerness, and I say that reverently, with what eagerness the Lord Himself is waiting for that moment.  Does that lie behind it?

J.T.B.      Yes, I was thinking of that scripture, “the patience of the Christ”.  What it means to Him anticipatively, what it will mean to Him, to have the assembly with Him, and that is always, speaking reverently, in His heart.  Therefore as we assimilate the word of His patience, are we imbued with similar feelings?

R.H.B.      Yes, He is waiting to have His assembly and also, would you say, to be vindicated.  The Lord was not vindicated here, and the righteousness of God requires that He should be publicly vindicated in the scene where He was humiliated.  The righteousness of God requires that this One who was “meek and lowly in heart” (Matt.11:29) should be publicly vindicated.  A brother drew attention recently to that word at the cross.  Those standing round the cross said, “let him save him now if he will have him”, Matt.27:43.  What a terrible word that was.  That must be answered, there must be a divine answer to that publicly, and it will be seen in the personal vindication of Christ, but it will be seen in those who are associated with Him, morally qualified to be associated with Him because they have walked as He walked.

J.T.B.      One of the four things which are comely in going in Proverbs is the he-goat (Prov.30:31).  It is the way Jesus walked; “I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother’s sons”, Ps.69:8.

R.H.B.      I would like you to open that up – the walk of the he-goat.  What do you see in that?

J.T.B.      Just that despite the adversity to which Jesus was subjected, He walked in full obedience to His God and Father’s will in that way.  There should be a reflection of that in our walk, do you think?

R.H.B.      Yes, I do.  As you think of the walk of Jesus, it must have been a purposeful walk.  John presents Jesus as One who was walking through the world and out of it.  He had the Father before Him.  You get that in chapter 13, where it says, “knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father” (v.1) and then, “knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God” (v.3).  There must have been a reflection of that in the walk of Jesus.  He came from a different source.  He was the heavenly One.  The other gospels perhaps present Him more as walking towards the cross, but John particularly presents that holy One as walking out of this world to the Father, and taking His own with Him.

G.B.G.      At the end of chapter 7, He says that “I go to him that has sent me” (v.33).

R.H.B.      Yes, very good.  “I go to him that has sent me”: that is remarkable.  It must have impressed these men that His was a walk like no other.  It was not just occupied with the mundane and the day to day, but even in the mundane, there was the heavenly character of a walk that had an object in view in it.

N.J.H.      While it was characteristic of His walk, was He walking towards the One who had sent Him in John 1?  I was thinking that John the baptist had great light and power given to him, but he did not have the privilege of walking or abiding in Christ.

R.H.B.      No.  The Lord spoke of John’s greatness as a prophet, but we have a greater privilege, and with the privilege comes a responsibility.  I thought the word “ought” would link the privilege with the responsibility.

J.S.S.      Could you help please as to what it says in verse 6; “He that says He abides …”.  It is not ‘He that abides’.  Why is that?

R.H.B.      I thought that John in his writings helps us in the day we are in, where there is so much mixture which there was not at the beginning.  Persons who professed to be believers in the early days were genuinely so, but that is not the case now.  You get persons taking up positions in the church publicly who are openly avowed atheists.  That was never the case at the beginning, or even going back to the beginning of the recovery.  Men like Mr Darby and others who were clergymen in the church were in the church at a time when most were godly men, pious men.  They may have been misguided but they were godly men, but that is not the day we are in.  There are people making claims, making much profession, but what is the reality?  I think that is a challenge for us.  We have come into some of the greatest light, but with that light comes a responsibility in the “ought”.  But give us your impression of it please.

J.S.S.      I was thinking that if there is to be any power in testimony, the evidence has to be in our walk, that it is consistent with what we say.

R.H.B.      Yes, that puts it much more succinctly, and I think it is a challenge.  It is a common expression in the world that people talk the talk but they do not walk the walk.  I think that is never more a challenge than for those who have been brought into the greatest light of the truth.

T.R.C.      Is “whoever keeps his word” a current ongoing matter?  Paul writes to Timothy, “Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted”, 2 Tim.1:14.  I wondered whether that would have a bearing on “his word”.

R.H.B.      Yes, it implies that it is precious.  “Whoever keeps his word”; there is a lot to draw us away.  The Lord’s word to Philadelphia was to “hold fast what thou hast”, Rev.3:11.  They had kept His word but they were to “hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”.  That is the challenge of the moment really, to keep what the Lord has given us, to value it.  We are not asked, as the disciples were, to go out in pioneer work, but we are asked to maintain what the Lord has given distinctively, and I think the only way we can do that is through affection for Him.

A.M.B.      It has been said that to abide in Him is to hold fast in communion and dependence, and is the result of that the bearing of fruit?  We get that in John 15, and do you think that we could look upon the matter of walking as Jesus walked as being like bearing fruit to God, as we hold fast to the Lord Jesus in dependence and communion?

R.H.B.      There could be no greater fruit under the eye of God than to see persons on the earth in days of public apostasy from the truth, walking as He walked.  I sometimes wonder whether we have any impression of what the exquisite character of that means to the heart of God.

D.C.B.      Would you say something about the help of the Spirit?  His help must be proved if we are to answer to what we “ought” to do.  We do not have the power.

R.H.B.      No, but the question is whether we have the affection.  We are not able for this in our own strength, but the apostle Paul could say, “the Lord stood with me, and gave me power”, 2 Tim.4:17.  The Spirit is not mentioned here but His service underlies what we are saying, that the character of Christ should come out in expression publicly.  I think the walk is not just as we walk among the brethren, it involves the public expression of the life of Jesus here against the background of what is in the world.  It may be that that side of things has not had the importance with us that it should.  But it is very much what God is seeking to maintain through the power of the Spirit – that there should be a public expression of the character and walk of that Man here on the earth.

G.A.B.      In chapter 4 of the epistle, we have the word that “even as he is, we also are in this world” (v.17).  Do you think that what we actually are will be manifested in the way we walk?  Does “as he is” involve our occupation with Christ, a heavenly Man out of death?  Occupation with Him would bring about formation and therefore the walk would correspond.

R.H.B.      Yes, and what you say is very interesting because John speaks more than once in his epistle of Jesus as He is.  You might have thought that it would be natural for John to share his reminiscences of Jesus as He was, because he was very intimate with Him on the earth, but you get it right through the epistle; “he is the propitiation for our sins”, and the passage you quote, and there are others where John writes of Jesus as He is.  Morally there is no difference between what Jesus is and what He was.  He is in a new condition, but I think it brings out that John was held in a present appreciation of Christ, not an historical one.

P.A.G.      Is it significant that the One who is spoken of in 1 John 2 is “Jesus Christ the righteous” (v.1)?  Then ”He that says he abides in him ought, even as he walked, himself also so to walk” (v.6).  The character of the walk of the One who loved righteousness and hated lawlessness is to be seen in believers in this scene at the present time.

R.H.B.      Yes.  I wondered whether that matter of righteousness is seen in that reference to the love of God being perfected in believers.  Everything in their lives is regulated by the revelation of God.  So I love God, I love Christ and I love the family of God.  I love my wife and I love my children.  I am honest in my business affairs, not because I do not want to get into trouble but because that is Christ’s word and it is cherished.  In the epistle to the Ephesians, you get exhortations to parents, children, husbands, wives, masters and bondmen, and it is all in the Lord.  They were not to be men-pleasers but bondmen of Christ (Eph.6:6).  I wondered if the love of God being perfected in a believer involves righteousness in the way that you are speaking of it, not only judicial righteousness, as in what is right and wrong, but everything in the believer’s life being pleasurable to God because it is regulated by the word of God.  Is that right?

P.A.G.      I think it is, because righteousness of God has been manifested in the glad tidings.  Not the righteousness of God; that was known about by the godly Israelite.  A new character of righteousness came in Christ that subsists; and when Christ comes in to set the world right it will be the Sun of righteousness who arises with healing in His wings (Mal.4:2).  It is what the world does not have.  It does not have righteousness; the standard of righteousness is corrupted.  There is an incorruptible standard of righteousness and that is Christ, He is our righteousness.

R.H.B.      That is excellent.  Peter speaks of “new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness”, 2 Pet.3.13.  There will be a new universe where that is the governing principle, and the result will be the greatest blessing for men; but, as you say, the world does not have it.  So as you look around, you see marriage breakdown, breakdown of relationships of husband and wife, parents and children, business relationships, infidelity in relationships because regulation by the word of Christ is rejected.  It is not the prevailing principle and therefore the result is misery.

N.C.McK.  Where you started reading, it says, “we know that we know him … He that says, I know him”.  The knowledge of God is a fundamental matter.  John writes, for example, “the Son of God has been manifested, that he might undo the works of the devil”, 1 John 3:8.  He brings the knowledge of God to persons, and that begins to change them.  The epistle to the Romans shows how the knowledge of God is worked out in believers’ lives; it begins to alter their whole character.

R.H.B.      And it has been brought to us in a Man.  God has communicated what He is in His nature and in His attributes in a Man so that we can take it in.  He had this on the earth in His Son, and it was of such exquisite pleasure to God that He is not going to have anything else.

G.B.G.      John at the end of his epistle says, “we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us an understanding that we should know him that is true”, 1 John 5:20.  Does that link with what you have been saying as to righteousness?  God is true.  Everything in His realm is in its right moral relationship, and it is very attractive that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding that we should know Him that is true.

R.H.B.      What does that mean, the “understanding”?  Is it faith, or is it more than that?

G.B.G.      Do you think that in John’s gospel, the Lord gives us an understanding as to Him that is true, as He brings in the knowledge of God?  When you understand a thing, I feel that it helps to regulate you; you understand the help that is available.

R.H.B.      Yes, I think that is helpful, to understand “him that is true”.  People speak about blind faith, but the blindness is in unbelief; “the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving”, 2 Cor.4:4.  Persons who have faith see things that are real and true; they have been brought into the light of God; it is not imaginary or false.  That light shows things as they are before God, and anything else is just the mirage or distraction with which the enemy turns away the hearts of men.  It is a very blessed thing that we should know Him that is true; and we are in Him that is true.

J.A.B.      John says, in the verse you read in chapter 1, that “we have contemplated his glory”.  The blessed Man in whom we see this perfectly has come near.  Mr Darby’s note shows that the word “dwelt” literally means ‘tabernacled’, and the Lord Jesus is near to those who love Him and seek to be like Him.  That nearness allows contemplation.  Do you think that we need to contemplate Him in order to be in the good of what you are speaking about?  It is not a glance.

R.H.B.      No.  That is a word for me; I feel that I need that word.  It is contemplating His glory.  You might say that outwardly, men did not see much in Jesus that was different from others.  The prophet says, “He is despised and left alone of men … like one from whom men hide their faces”, Isa.53:3.  People would have passed Him by without a second glance, but the apostle “contemplated his glory”, and you get the impression, What is John going to say about that?  Is he going to speak about how He raised the dead?  Is he going to speak about how He healed the leper, how He commanded the wind and the waves and they obeyed Him?  What was John going to bring out to convey adequately the glory of the Son of God?  What he draws attention to is the relationship, “a glory as of an only-begotten with a father”.  Jesus manifested His glory in all those works of power, and His disciples believed on Him, but the overriding impression of that walk was that it was lived in the conscious joy of sonship. 

N.J.H.      Would contemplation bring the moral features of that revelation into our souls?  I was thinking of Mary sitting at His feet.  She was listening, and being changed as every word came out, as the mind of Christ was revealed to her.  Taking time is one thing, but it is another thing to receive impressions of Him in your soul by the Spirit.

R.H.B.      Yes, and that was typical of the disciples.  In the Acts where they recognised them that they were companions of Christ, they were recognisable.  Although men thought that they had seen the end of Christ personally, there were those here of whom it was said, “they recognised them that they were with Jesus”, Acts 4:13.  That is practical.  If I go to work or I go to school or to the shops, is there any testimony in my walk and ways and conduct that I belong to Him?  This is that life in public expression.

D.A.B.      It has often been said that “we have contemplated his glory” is John’s way of expressing the experience he had on the mount of transfiguration.  I have been wondering if that experience which the disciples had on the mountain really governed their walk; it was a heavenly experience.  The walk of Jesus had its origin in heaven and His object was always the Father in heaven.  Is that something that we should learn through experience, that our walk is in the world but is to have a heavenly character as expressing Christ?

R.H.B.      Yes, and would you allow also that what John wrote was the fruit of his experience in this chapter when he went and saw where Jesus abode.  He tells us that one of the two was Andrew, and I think we can safely deduce that the other one was John himself.  He heard John the baptist faithfully drawing attention to Christ, and it says that they followed Him.  They were asked what they sought, and they wanted to know where He lived, what was the source and origin of that life, what was its impulse.  The invitation that the Lord extends to them is open to us.  

D.A.B.      The question for me is whether I have the desire for this; “Come and see”.  Have I a desire for the heavenly and spiritual things where Christ dwells, and is that going to affect my walk here?  I am tested by what you say, that the expression of Christ is to be here practically in persons who are seeking to be faithful to Him.

R.H.B.      Yes.  Think of having time exclusively with the Lord.  It says they “saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day”.  What a day that must have been.

D.A.B.      Do you think they were brought into the secret of Christ’s relation with His Father?  A full outshining of divine purpose would come into their hearts which would govern them from then on, because this was at the beginning of their pathway.

R.H.B.      It was, and John speaks earlier in the chapter of “the only-begotten Son” (v.18).  What language this is.  You may say that he was inspired by the Spirit to write it, which he was, but the Spirit was using what was in the apostle.  It was not just that these wonderful words were put into his mind to write, but they had an answer in the apostle’s soul, “the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father”.  That was the impression that they must have gained as living with Him, that Jesus was in the Father’s bosom, and that was the secret of His walk through this world to the Father.

A.P.G.      Does this matter of walk include companionship?  Enoch walked with God.  “Come and see” would be to go with Him.

R.H.B.      Yes, and as Peter says, He has left us a model that we should follow in His steps (1 Pet.2:21).  Are we committed to follow in the steps of Jesus?  The Lord was not deterred from that.  His pathway led Him into circumstances of great affection – it led Him to Bethany where He was loved, but it also led Him into adversity where He confronted outright opposition to God.  He could say prophetically, “the reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me” (Ps.69:9), and “Reproach hath broken my heart”, Ps.69:20.  There is an easier way to walk, but it is not in the steps that He has left us as a model.

J.T.B.      Do the synoptic gospels give us that side?  Jesus had “not where he may lay his head”, Matt.8.20.  This gospel of John, which focuses so much on family relationships, introduces us, as a consequence of fidelity, into this elevated sphere.

R.H.B.      Yes, and I like what our brother said as to companionship.  Mr Darby’s hymn says;  

‘He leaves us not alone to trace

   Our path across the waste;’      (Hymn 244)

We are not left alone by God or by Christ, and as we take up that path, we find there are others in it too.  I think what we are speaking about is the very essence of assembly testimony.  

P.A.G.      Does this involve the present enjoyment of victory?  The Lord says in John 17 to the Father, “And now I come to thee.  And these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in them.  I have given them thy word, and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, as I am not of the world” (vv.13,14).  In walking as He walked, there is a present victory to be had which glorifies God.

R.H.B.      Yes, and John uses that word about getting the “victory” over the world (1 John 5:4).  Christ’s victory is celebrated by us, not simply the showing forth of His death but the celebration of His triumph over it and what He has secured for God through it.  But then John says, “Who is he that gets the victory over the world, but he that believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” (v.5).  It is the light of that Man as the Head and Centre of another world in the soul that eclipses it.  Is that right?

P.A.G.      It is.  While there is much that bears on our spirits, we need to be maintained in a sense that God has the victory.  I know it is the victory over death, “thanks to God, who gives us the victory” ( 1 Cor.15:57), but there is victory over the world, there is triumph for God that can never be assailed, and our walk can be a demonstration of that.  We can walk in superiority to the conditions in which we are, not that we feel superior, not that we act as superior, but we are above the world, we are not of it.

R.H.B.      If we could imbibe that and its import, we would have imbibed a good deal.
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Scripture references

1 John 2:3-6 (JND) [3] And hereby we know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. [4] He that says, I know him, and does not keep his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; [5] but whoever keeps his word, in him verily the love of God is perfected. Hereby we know that we are in him. [6] He that says he abides in him ought, even as *he* walked, himself also [so] to walk.

John 1:14-39 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth; [15] (John bears witness of him, and he has cried, saying, This was he of whom I said, He that comes after me is preferred before me, for he was before me;) [16] for of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace. [17] For the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ. [18] No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, *he* hath declared [him]. [19] And this is the witness of John, when the Jews sent from Jerusalem priests and Levites that they might ask him, Thou, who art thou? [20] And he acknowledged and denied not, and acknowledged, I am not the Christ. [21] And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he says, I am not. Art thou the prophet? And he answered, No. [22] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to those who sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? [23] He said, I [am] [the] voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the path of [the] Lord, as said Esaias the prophet. [24] And they were sent from among the Pharisees. [25] And they asked him and said to him, Why baptisest thou then, if thou art not the Christ, nor Elias, nor the prophet? …

Psalms 41:5 (JND) [5] Mine enemies wish me evil: When will he die, and his name perish?

Psalms 45:17 (JND) [17] I will make thy name to be remembered throughout all generations; therefore shall the peoples praise thee for ever and ever.

Revelation 3:16 (JND) [16] Thus because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spue thee out of my mouth.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Luke 24:26 (JND) [26] Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?

Luke 24:26 (JND) [26] Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?

John 12:50 (JND) [50] and I know that his commandment is life eternal. What therefore I speak, as the Father has said to me, so I speak.

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,

John 15:12 (JND) [12] This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you.

Revelation 3:8 (JND) [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

Genesis 15 (JND) [1] After these things the word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram; I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward. [2] And Abram said, Lord Jehovah, what wilt thou give me? seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus. [3] And Abram said, Lo, to me thou hast given no seed, and behold, a son of my house will be mine heir. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Matthew 12:3-8 (JND) [3] But he said to them, Have ye not read what David did when he was hungry, and they that were with him? [4] How he entered into the house of God, and ate the shewbread, which it was not lawful for him to eat, nor for those with him, but for the priests only? [5] Or have ye not read in the law that on the sabbaths the priests in the temple profane the sabbath, and are blameless? [6] But I say unto you, that there is here what is greater than the temple. [7] But if ye had known what is: I will have mercy and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless. [8] For the Son of man is Lord of the sabbath.

Luke 19:11 (JND) [11] But as they were listening to these things, he added and spake a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem and they thought that the kingdom of God was about to be immediately manifested.

Luke 19:11 (JND) [11] But as they were listening to these things, he added and spake a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem and they thought that the kingdom of God was about to be immediately manifested.

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 21:7 (JND) [7] That disciple therefore whom Jesus loved says to Peter, It is the Lord. Simon Peter therefore, having heard that it was the Lord, girded his overcoat [on him] (for he was naked), and cast himself into the sea;

John 21:22 (JND) [22] Jesus says to him, If I will that he abide until I come, what [is that] to thee? Follow thou me.

Matthew 5:48 (JND) [48] Be *ye* therefore perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Revelation 3:10 (JND) [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.

2 Thessalonians 3:5 (JND) [5] But the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patience of the Christ.

Matthew 11:29 (JND) [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls;

Matthew 27:43 (JND) [43] He trusted upon God; let him save him now if he will [have] him. For he said, I am Son of God.

Proverbs 30:31 (JND) [31] a [horse] girt in the loins; or the he-goat; and a king, against whom none can rise up.

Psalms 69:8 (JND) [8] I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother's sons;

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

2 Timothy 1:14 (JND) [14] Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted.

2 Timothy 1:14 (JND) [14] Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted.

Revelation 3:11 (JND) [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

2 Timothy 4:17 (JND) [17] But the Lord stood with [me], and gave me power, that through me the proclamation might be fully made, and all [those of] the nations should hear; and I was delivered out of the lion's mouth.

1 John 2 (JND) [1] My children, these things I write to you in order that ye may not sin; and if any one sin, we have a patron with the Father, Jesus Christ [the] righteous; [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world. [3] And hereby we know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. …

1 John 2 (JND) [1] My children, these things I write to you in order that ye may not sin; and if any one sin, we have a patron with the Father, Jesus Christ [the] righteous; [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world. [3] And hereby we know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. …

Ephesians 6:6 (JND) [6] not with eye-service as men-pleasers; but as bondmen of Christ, doing the will of God from [the] soul,

Malachi 4:2 (JND) [2] And unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth and leap like fatted calves.

2 Peter 3:13 (JND) [13] But, according to his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness.

2 Peter 3:13 (JND) [13] But, according to his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness.

1 John 3:8 (JND) [8] He that practises sin is of the devil; for from [the] beginning the devil sins. To this end the Son of God has been manifested, that he might undo the works of the devil.

1 John 5:20 (JND) [20] And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us an understanding that we should know him that [is] true; and we are in him that [is] true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.

1 John 5:20 (JND) [20] And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us an understanding that we should know him that [is] true; and we are in him that [is] true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.

2 Corinthians 4:4 (JND) [4] in whom the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is [the] image of God, should not shine forth [for them].

Isaiah 53:3 (JND) [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not.

Acts 4:13 (JND) [13] But seeing the boldness of Peter and John, and perceiving that they were unlettered and uninstructed men, they wondered; and they recognised them that they were with Jesus.

Acts 4:13 (JND) [13] But seeing the boldness of Peter and John, and perceiving that they were unlettered and uninstructed men, they wondered; and they recognised them that they were with Jesus.

1 Peter 2:21 (JND) [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps:

Psalms 69:9 (JND) [9] For the zeal of thy house hath devoured me, and the reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me.

Psalms 69:20 (JND) [20] Reproach hath broken my heart, and I am overwhelmed: and I looked for sympathy, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none.

Matthew 8:20 (JND) [20] And Jesus says to him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the heaven roosting-places; but the Son of man has not where he may lay his head.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

1 John 5:4 (JND) [4] For all that has been begotten of God gets the victory over the world; and this is the victory which has gotten the victory over the world, our faith.

1 Corinthians 15:57 (JND) [57] but thanks to God, who gives us the victory by our Lord Jesus Christ.
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