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THE FACE OF JESUS CHRIST

W. McKillop 

Isaiah 52: 13, 14; Matthew 17: 1, 2; Revelation 1: 12–16; 20: 11; 2 Corinthians 4: 5–7 

As you know beloved brethren, I do not usually read so many scriptures, but what I have to speak about today, with the Lord’s help, I thought required the reading of these scriptures. What I want to speak about is the face of Jesus Christ. You will notice that in Isaiah His face is referred to as His visage, “his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the children of men”, and in Matthew it says, “his face shone as the sun”, and in Revelation 1, “his countenance as the sun shines in its power”, and in Revelation 20 (and I have to admit it is a terrifying thought to think of) “from whose face the earth and the heaven fled”. Finally in 2 Corinthians 4 for us, as believers, is the light of “the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”—our blessed present and eternal portion. 

I thought to call attention to this word in Isaiah because we often refer to His sufferings at the hands of men, but (I speak for myself) I have not often thought about His sufferings particularly involving His face. You will remember when He stood before the high priest who challenged Him as to what He taught, the Lord said to him, “I taught always in the synagogue and in the temple ... in secret I have spoken nothing ... Demand of those who have heard, what I have spoken to them”, John 18: 20, 21. And it says an officer standing there gave him a blow on the face and said, “Answerest thou the high priest thus?” You might say in a certain sense that was the beginning of His sufferings at the hands of men. The Lord had had sufferings in His spirit and His soul long before, but with what grace and lowliness the Lord answered that brutal person saying, “if I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why smitest thou me?” (John 18: 23). The Lord felt that blow, not just physically, but He had been there in His perfection teaching among them, and expressing the grace of God, and when He answers truthfully and rightfully He is given a blow on the face. Of course, we know later in John’s gospel it tells us the soldiers beat Him on the face. And it is here prophetically in what Isaiah writes, “As many were astonished at thee”. I have no doubt they were, “his visage was so marred more than any man”. How affecting to the soul of any lover of Christ that is—“his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the children of men”. Well I would point out, as we know, the sufferings from the hand of man were not atoning sufferings. They were sufferings for righteousness’ sake, but they involved both intense physical and inward suffering for the Lord, blessed Man there in all His holy perfection. His visage was so marred more than any man. I think it causes us to ponder reverently. Why? That He would suffer at the hands of God when forsaken we understand, because without it there would be no redemption. But think of this physical side; what it brought out was His moral perfection. He says to that brutal officer, “if well, why smitest thou me?” 

I read Matthew because His countenance is referred to. You notice that there are these three words used as to the features of Jesus—His visage, His countenance and His face. And so He took these three disciples with Him and took them up into a high mountain apart. And He was transfigured before them and His face shone as the sun. We might say they had a preview of Him as He would come in His heavenly kingdom. His face shone as the sun. If you think of the physical sun that has been placed in the solar system in the universe, it regulates everything in the solar system. I think the disciples here, and we ourselves, as seeing His face shining as the sun are to learn that He is to regulate everything. If He is to be with us all the days, until the completion of the age, we must be a subject and regulated people. Pharaoh said to Joseph, you remember. “according to thy commandment shall all my people regulate themselves”, Genesis 41: 40. I think this view of the Lord’s face, which they saw literally, but which we can understand by faith and the Spirit, is to bring about a subject people. Indeed we might say a willing people. He says in the Song of Songs, “Before I was aware, My soul set me upon the chariots of my willing people”, Song of Songs 6: 12. So we are not only a subject people but a willing people, because what the disciples saw here was the King. And as we see the King it is to bring about subjection, but also willingness to minister to Him, to be at His hand so to speak for whatever He has to do. 

Well in the Revelation John sees the same Person he saw on the mountain but he sees Him in a different way. It says, “I turned back to see the voice which spoke with me”. It is a striking thing that he turned to see a voice. But then we know one another by our voices; often if we speak on the telephone to one another we know by the voice who it is. But he turned to see the voice which spoke with him and he sees one like the Son of man, not now with His visage so marred more than any man but “his countenance as the sun shines in its power”. And we would understand that this is the current aspect of the Lord’s countenance toward Christendom, where He set His name, we might say, His wife to whom He entrusted things in His absence. But as He goes through, speaking with John, we see what sorrowful conditions have come in. And so the Lord is presented here as the Son of man; that is, He is on our side. He is full of love and sympathy but there are certain things about His attire that indicate that there are matters He will have to address judicially—clothed with a garment reaching to the feet, to stress the great dignity of this Person; and then restraint of affection—girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle—his head and hair white like white wool as snow. If we refer to Daniel it would again remind us that it is the Son of man and it brings out this wonderful beauty, but here it is all in a judicial presentation—His eyes as a flame of fire; I think that would be something to stir the conscience of every believer who is not thoroughly subject to Christ and fully with Him at the present time; eyes as a flame of fire—they will miss nothing; that refers to the searching gaze of the Son of man; and His feet like fine brass, as burning in a furnace. And though He is walking in the midst of the seven golden lamps it is a judicial walk. 

It is not like the walk that John the baptist called attention to; “looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God”, John 1: 36. That was a sacrificial walk but this is a judicial walk and the Lord would impress us that while He still loves all that are His, He is moving judicially because of how things have deteriorated in Christendom. And then His voice as the voice of many waters; and having in His right hand seven stars; the Lord still has control of the position; He has not given it up yet to be taken over by the beast and the false prophet. And out of His mouth a sharp two-edged sword going forth; an allusion to the power of the Spirit in the Lord’s current speaking to bring about needed adjustment. And then His countenance as the sun shines in its power; that would bring before us the thought of the power of the King. Matthew 17 is more the glory of the King. His face shone as the sun, but here it is the power of the King as it says elsewhere, “the word of a king is power”, Ecclesiastes 8: 4. Such is the Lord’s word, and so John is greatly affected, and we are greatly affected, by thinking of the Lord’s judicial attitude towards Christendom. But He will do with us what He did with John, “he laid his right hand upon me, saying. Fear not; I am the first and the last, and the living one”. Everything is in His hand that pertains to what He introduced as having been perfected. 

But then there is the whole race on the earth, much of it outside of Christendom, and although the glad tidings are going out to it He is still largely rejected by men, and that is why I read that verse in Revelation 20, to show that His face will not always be towards them in blessing. You can understand therefore Paul saying, “Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord we persuade men”, 2 Corinthians 5: 11. There is no more terrifying setting in scripture than this one; “I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it”. That is terrifying in itself but, by the Spirit through John is added, “from whose face the earth and the heaven fled, and place was not found for them”. What aspect must the face of the Son of Man have had as sitting on the great white throne? for it is He who sits there. John tells us the Father judges no one but has committed all judgment into the hand of the Son “that all may honour the Son, even as they honour the Father”, John 5: 23. And these persons called the dead “will honour Him there, not as we are privileged to honour Him out of Spirit-begotten affection, but out of the conviction of a guilty conscience, that the judgment about to be meted out to them is entirely righteous and justified. But see what an effect His face has—“from whose face the earth and the heaven fled”. I have been struck thinking about that this week. I knew the verse was there, I have often read it and perhaps mentioned it, but think of what that face must be that the earth and the heaven flee away! And the dead are there suspended before the great white throne, and they are looking at such a face. No wonder Paul says, “the terror of the Lord”. 

Well, thank God, that is not our portion and that is why I read in 2 Corinthians 4. “We do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus’ sake”. That was true of Paul and the other apostles and I think in spirit it is true in measure at the present time. But he says, “Because it is the God that spoke that out of darkness light should shine”; think of that! That is an allusion to Genesis when God said, “Let there be light. And there was light”, Genesis 1: 3. Even infidels have had to say there is no grander statement in the whole of scriptures or language than “Let there be light”. What it is, we could not say, but it was a power of some kind and it did not dispel the darkness but it was there in spite of it and that is what exists at the present moment. In verse 4 the apostle says, “in whom the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is the image of God, should not shine forth for them”. They are the persons that are referred to in Revelation 20 as “the dead”. The darkness is impenetrable, irremovable and yet what is shining toward them and upon them is “the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ”. 

But then as to ourselves, he says, “Because it is the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts”. Think of God doing that, not shining into but ‘shone in our hearts’; that means that He had to be there to shine in them. It must allude to the blessedness of the new birth and the work of redemption, and that God is there shining, and it is said that there might be “the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”. The shining forth will allude to what goes out from us but it is the “knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”. Beautiful! I think Mr. James Taylor said this was the loveliest spot in the universe—“the face of Jesus Christ”. And “we have this treasure in earthen vessels”. These earthen vessels are fragile, but the treasure is there, and it is maintained that the surpassingness of the power may be of God and not from us. Well, the only thing I would add, beloved brethren, is, as the old hymn-writer said, ‘What wait I for most blessed Lord except Thy face to see’. Think of actually seeing His face! I can think of no feature of hope that is more blessed to cling to than that. John says elsewhere, “we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3: 2), and so we shall, but think of seeing that face in which the glory of God shines. Well, may God bless the word. 

Preaching at Ormond Beach
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Scripture references

Isaiah 52:13-14 (JND) [13] Behold, my servant shall deal prudently; he shall be exalted and be lifted up, and be very high. [14] As many were astonished at thee his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the children of men

Matthew 17:1-2 (JND) [1] And after six days Jesus takes with [him] Peter, and James, and John his brother, and brings them up into a high mountain apart. [2] And he was transfigured before them. And his face shone as the sun, and his garments became white as the light;

Revelation 1:12-16 (JND) [12] And I turned back to see the voice which spoke with me; and having turned, I saw seven golden lamps, [13] and in the midst of the [seven] lamps [one] like [the] Son of man, clothed with a garment reaching to the feet, and girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle: [14] his head and hair white like white wool, as snow; and his eyes as a flame of fire; [15] and his feet like fine brass, as burning in a furnace; and his voice as the voice of many waters; [16] and having in his right hand seven stars; and out of his mouth a sharp two-edged sword going forth; and his countenance as the sun shines in its power.

Revelation 20:11 (JND) [11] And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled, and place was not found for them.

2 Corinthians 4:5-7 (JND) [5] For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus' sake. [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ. [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us:

Revelation 1 (JND) [1] Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified [it], sending by his angel, to his bondman John, [2] who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near. …

Revelation 20 (JND) [1] And I saw an angel descending from the heaven, having the key of the abyss, and a great chain in his hand. [2] And he laid hold of the dragon, the ancient serpent who is [the] devil and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, [3] and cast him into the abyss, and shut [it] and sealed [it] over him, that he should not any more deceive the nations until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be loosed for a little time. …

2 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; …

John 18:20-21 (JND) [20] Jesus answered him, I spoke openly to the world; I taught always in [the] synagogue and in the temple, where all the Jews come together, and in secret I have spoken nothing. [21] Why demandest thou of me? Demand of those who have heard, what I have spoken to them; behold, they know what I have said.

John 18:23 (JND) [23] Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why smitest thou me?

Genesis 41:40 (JND) [40] Thou shalt be over my house, and according to thy commandment shall all my people regulate themselves; only concerning the throne will I be greater than thou.

Song of Solomon 6:12 (JND) [12] Before I was aware, My soul set me upon the chariots of my willing people.

John 1:36 (JND) [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God.

Matthew 17 (JND) [1] And after six days Jesus takes with [him] Peter, and James, and John his brother, and brings them up into a high mountain apart. [2] And he was transfigured before them. And his face shone as the sun, and his garments became white as the light; [3] and lo, Moses and Elias appeared to them talking with him. …

Ecclesiastes 8:4 (JND) [4] because the word of a king is power; and who may say unto him, What doest thou?

Revelation 20 (JND) [1] And I saw an angel descending from the heaven, having the key of the abyss, and a great chain in his hand. [2] And he laid hold of the dragon, the ancient serpent who is [the] devil and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, [3] and cast him into the abyss, and shut [it] and sealed [it] over him, that he should not any more deceive the nations until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be loosed for a little time. …

2 Corinthians 5:11 (JND) [11] Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord we persuade men, but have been manifested to God, and I hope also that we have been manifested in your consciences.

John 5:23 (JND) [23] that all may honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He who honours not the Son, honours not the Father who has sent him.

2 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; …

Genesis 1:3 (JND) [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light.

Revelation 20 (JND) [1] And I saw an angel descending from the heaven, having the key of the abyss, and a great chain in his hand. [2] And he laid hold of the dragon, the ancient serpent who is [the] devil and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, [3] and cast him into the abyss, and shut [it] and sealed [it] over him, that he should not any more deceive the nations until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be loosed for a little time. …

1 John 3:2 (JND) [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.



THE EFFECT OF THE GOSPEL ON THREE MEN

D. B. Robertson 

Luke 5: 1–8; Acts 2: 32–38; 9: 1–5; Romans 15: 28, 29; Acts 16: 25–34 

The scriptures I read refer to three men. One was a sinful man, one was a man full of hatred, and the other was a man at an extremity. It is remarkable that the Lord should use Peter’s boat to speak to the crowd. No doubt in using the boat He had in mind the securing of Peter, and this brings about this great demonstration that would prove that He was the Creator, and was able to do what Peter could not do. He says, “having laboured through the whole night we have taken nothing”, and then there is this great draught of fishes. You might have thought that Peter would be filled with the joy of an earthly blessing at such a catch of fish, but it only brought home to him the great conviction that he was a sinful man, a man full of sin. It is a good thing to come to that in your soul history that you are full of sin, a sinner. I can well remember listening to the gospel preachings of men who have gone before, and they told us that the first step to blessing was the acceptance that you were a sinner in need of a Saviour. Have you ever come that way, dear friend? I would commend it to you tonight. If you really want to be blessed you must come to the fact that you are a sinner, a sinful person, full of sin. Peter was in touch with a Person who could help him, he was in touch with the One who was not only the Creator but He was the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. He is able to meet the sinner, no matter how deep his sinfulness, how deep his need, the Saviour is able to meet him. We sometimes sing, ‘Full atonement—Can it be? Hallelujah, what a Saviour!’ 

There is full atonement; of course the Lord had still to effect that at this point, the great work of atonement, but Peter later in his life came to understand it. It was Peter who said, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Peter 2: 24. He was in the full light then of the atoning work of Christ. I would like to say that there is only one ground on which the sinner can be blessed, and that is the ground that has been provided through the sufferings, the death, the blood-shedding, the burial and the resurrection of Christ; there is no other ground and there is no other Saviour. May you be convicted about that, there is no other Saviour. If you are conscious that you are a sinful person I would tell you there is a Saviour for you. I say that, knowing it from the depth of my heart, there is only one Saviour. Thank God most of us here at least have been brought to know Him, and put our trust in Him. Peter put his trust in Him, and I want to speak about the effect on these men. Let us just ponder for a moment, ‘Full atonement—Can it be? Hallelujah, what a Saviour!’ What did it mean for the Saviour? It meant that He had to go to the cross. Two hundred years ago there were people who said that redemption was accomplished by incarnation, but that is not the truth. Redemption required the sufferings, the death and the blood-shedding of Jesus. In its full scope it also involved His burial, it is all part of the great vicarious work of Christ to remove the man who had sinned. There was ground to remove the sinful man from the eye of God, so that the way was perfectly clear for God righteously to bless Peter, and to bless you and to bless me. What a Saviour He is! 

Before Peter received the Holy Spirit in Acts 2, he failed. At one time he failed grievously, but Mr. Darby reminds us that we must always remember that at that point Peter had not the Holy Spirit. Every believer not only needs salvation and the forgiveness of sins, but needs the Holy Spirit. I would make the challenge to you affectionately, if you are a believer, have you received the Holy Spirit? No believer is complete without the Holy Spirit; you need the Holy Spirit so that you might have power to deal with yourself, power to deal with things that may arise, and power to bring in conviction to other persons. So that when Peter preached in the beginning of Acts, he preached that glorious triumphal gospel, “God has made him, this Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2: 36)—a wonderful thing. Have you ever pondered that, what it means that He has been made both Lord and Christ? It is Lordship in blessing. That is the glorious position that Christ is filling tonight. He has not only effected the work of salvation, He has overthrown the power of death and He is now in heaven, installed there, and He is Lord there. He is Lord and Christ, it is Lordship in blessing, and so you get Peter’s preaching and what a result there is. 

The effect of that kind of preaching is that it convicts persons, their consciences are pricked, and their hearts are pricked. They say, “What shall we do?” Peter has the answer. You know why he has the answer?—because he has come the same way himself. “Having heard it they were pricked in heart, and said to Peter and the other apostles, What shall we do, brethren? And Peter said to them, Repent”. Oh, that that word may sink into your heart and conscience, “Repent”. I do not think there is enough made of repentance in the glad tidings these days. Persons need to repent, that is the first thing. That is, you accept God’s judgment about yourself; you are a sinful man, a sinful woman, a sinful boy or a sinful girl, and you need a Saviour. Peter says, “Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”. What a change in Peter from being a sinful man, to one who can testify to other men with such an effect. In one of Peter’s preachings God worked in such a way to secure three thousand souls. It is a wonderful testimony to what had been effected in Peter’s soul. 

I want to speak about Paul. Here was a man full of hatred; I trust there is no person here like that, full of hatred. It is a solemn thing to meet a man full of hatred, especially when it is hatred against Christ and against the people of God. It is what marked Saul of Tarsus, he was full of hatred. He says elsewhere, “I indeed myself thought that I ought to do much against the name of Jesus the Nazaraean”, Acts 26: 9. Here he was taking a journey, a journey fuelled by hatred, to cast people who were of the way, that is the Christian way, into prison. That was the extent his hatred would go to. He gave his vote that they should be killed too. He was quite a man, Saul of Tarsus, a man who was full of hatred, full of religious bigotry, full of prejudice but he was met from the glory by the Lord Jesus Christ, a wonderful thing. One beloved servant of the Lord said Saul’s first touch was an interview from the glory by Christ Himself, an intervention. I wonder if there has been an intervention in your life? It might be that there will be one tonight. If you are still in your sins, and going on in any measure like Saul, I would hope that there will be an intervention in your life, that Christ would intervene and bring about a change. What a change was brought about in Saul! The glory shines round about him and there is a voice out of heaven. We go over these things again, but O the wonder of them! 

This is reality, this is not fiction. I suppose some of you read fiction. It will not do you any good, it is imaginary. You are far better to be affected by the word of God. And so this intervention takes place and what an effect it had on Saul, “he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?” It is a wonderful thing when you hear the voice of the Saviour, when He gets into your soul and touches your conscience, and touches your heart. I can tell you, when it has happened you know it has happened; what a thing it is! And it says here, “Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? And he said, Who are thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest”. What grace! Elsewhere it says, “it is hard for thee to kick against goads”, Acts 26: 14. The Lord Jesus felt for Saul. Saul had no feeling except feelings of hatred for Christ, but the Lord Jesus felt for Saul and He feels for you. Paul says, “Who art thou, Lord?” We spoke in the reading about obedience, and here was a man who was now obedient, he hearkened. He said elsewhere, “I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision”, Acts 26: 19. He yielded to it, he hearkened to it and it brought him down. What an intervention, what a servant we may say the Lord secured through it. 

I just wanted to touch on Romans 15. Paul is speaking about another journey here. He was not fuelled by hatred on this journey. “I shall come in the fulness of the blessing of Christ”. What a journey that was, what a transformation! do not know if he ever took it, but he was anticipating taking a journey through Rome and going to Spain. Scripture does not disclose whether he took it or not but this is what was in his mind, what was in his heart. There was no longer hatred, it was the intensity of longing that men might be brought into blessing. What a transformation! Instead of destroying men he was looking to save men. What a blessed result. He says, “But I know that, coming to you, I shall come in the fulness of the blessing of Christ”. Now I just say to you young men and young women, I want you to get an impression of the blessing of Christ. What is it? It could be many things. Scripture speaks about “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”. It is Paul who speaks of that, “who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ”, Ephesians 1: 3. That is the scope of the blessing of Christ, but I think that the fulness of the blessing of Christ is sonship. 

That is the great blessing that God has in mind for men that you are brought into sonship, into relationship with Himself. It is not only that you are redeemed, it is not only that you are saved from your sins as Paul was, but that you are brought into sonship, not only for your pleasure, not only for the delight of your heart, but for the delight of God’s heart. I think Paul was filled with that. There was no lesser thought in mind for anyone he preached to and the persons who were secured, not only as a saved sinner but as a son of God. I remember Mr. Lyon giving an address in Hamilton and it was about the people of God who were in Egypt, they were slaves, and he said the slaves in Egypt were God’s sons. You think of the slaves of Egypt typically filling this city tonight, but we trust some of them will be secured as sons of God. That is what God has in mind for you, dear friend, whether you are a man or a woman, a boy or a girl. He wants to bring you into the joy of this blessed immediate relationship to Himself, a son of God. I think that is being filled with the blessing of Christ. 

Now I just finish with a short word about this other man, a man who was in extremity. Have you ever been in extremity? I once was in extremity, I have been there a few times but I was once in a real soul extremity. I knew that I was a sinner, I had not salvation, I knew that too, and I went to a gospel preaching—pardon me speaking about myself but I say it to help. I went to a gospel preaching and the brother preached from two scriptures. One was in Joel, “Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of Jehovah is at hand in the valley of decision”, Joel 3: 14. And there I was, and that may be you tonight, you are in the valley of decision. I will say this from experience, it is a good place to come to, but it is a very bad place to remain in. Thank God there is deliverance for those in the valley of decision. The next scripture he read was, “Behold, Jehovah’s hand is not shortened that it cannot save”, Isaiah 59: 1. I remember it well; I had it all out with God. I knew peace, peace towards our God through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. I do not wish to speak of myself at all, but if you are in that valley tonight, your valley of decision, cry to God. He has salvation for you. He has a Saviour for you; not only has He a Saviour for you, but He will give you the joy of forgiveness of your sins. Yes, you will sing, ‘O happy day when Jesus washed my sins away’. That is a good thing to sing in the home, and I will tell you this, not only will He give you the forgiveness of sins, but there are many other blessings He will bring you into; God has in mind to give you the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

And so here is a man in his extremity, a poor jailor. You may say he had done his job well. He had locked them up in the inner prison, these servants of the Lord Jesus. They triumphed, there is no doubt about that. “And at midnight Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing”. I knew a poem once, ‘Hear the sighing of the prisoners, hear their groanings loud and long; hark again, still louder, sweeter, is the sound of prayer and song’. What a mixture you might say of hopeless despair, of hopeless groanings, and men who were able to reach through the whole gloom in prayer and thanksgiving to God. What a change, what a transformation! These men were not in this situation for nothing. God had allowed it. I wonder what God had in mind. I think He had in mind the conversion of the jailor. What a God He is; He is a Saviour God. He desires the salvation of all men, that men might be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. And so these prison doors open and the prisoners could have fled and the jailor is in extremity; so deep is his despair that he draws a sword. He was thinking of taking his life and the voice of mercy through Paul cries out, “Do thyself no harm, for we are all here. And having asked for lights, he rushed in, and, trembling, fell down before Paul and Silas. And leading them out said, Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved?” Do you think it was quiescent? That was a burdened cry. What have I to do? 

If anyone cried out here in this room tonight I could only give you the same answer as Paul gave him and that is, “Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved”. There is no other Saviour, “salvation is in none other”, Acts 4: 12. You can only be saved by the Saviour. I say this, not irreverently or disrespectfully, the Pope of Rome could not give you that blessing, the Archbishop of Canterbury could not give you it, but the Saviour, the Lord Jesus, can speak the word of pardon. It is a very blessed thing when you are conscious in your soul that the Saviour has spoken the word of pardon. There are many instances in Scripture like that; Luke 7 and Luke 8 and so on. Paul and Silas had the word here, “And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house. And they spoke to him the word of the Lord, with all that were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night and washed them from their stripes”. What a transformation! You see the change that was brought about in Paul, the change that was brought about in this jailor. He became their servant. He acts in such a tender way, he washed them, set the table for them, rejoiced householdly. There is one aspect of the gospel that is greatly needed amongst us, beloved brethren, and that is the gospel for the household. The gospel for the soul, sinners like Peter, sinners like Saul of Tarsus, sinners like you and me, it is the gospel for you, and the gospel for me; but it is also the gospel that can secure and hold and maintain households for Himself. That was the jailor’s household. May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Dundee
25 December 2011 

 


Scripture references

Luke 5:1-8 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, as the crowd pressed on him to hear the word of God, that he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret: [2] and he saw two ships standing by the lake, but the fishermen, having come down from them, were washing their nets. [3] And getting into one of the ships, which was Simon's, he asked him to draw out a little from the land; and he sat down and taught the crowds out of the ship. [4] But when he ceased speaking, he said to Simon, Draw out into the deep [water] and let down your nets for a haul. [5] And Simon answering said to him, Master, having laboured through the whole night we have taken nothing, but at thy word I will let down the net. [6] And having done this, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes. And their net broke. [7] And they beckoned to their partners who were in the other ship to come and help them, and they came, and filled both the ships, so that they were sinking. [8] But Simon Peter, seeing it, fell at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, Lord.

Acts 2:32-38 (JND) [32] This Jesus has God raised up, whereof all *we* are witnesses. [33] Having therefore been exalted by the right hand of God, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this which *ye* behold and hear. [34] For David has not ascended into the heavens, but he says himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit at my right hand [35] until I have put thine enemies [to be] the footstool of thy feet. [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ. [37] And having heard [it] they were pricked in heart, and said to Peter and the other apostles, What shall we do, brethren? [38] And Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 9:1-5 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest.

Romans 15:28-29 (JND) [28] Having finished this therefore, and having sealed to them this fruit, I will set off by you into Spain. [29] But I know that, coming to you, I shall come in [the] fulness of [the] blessing of Christ.

Acts 16:25-34 (JND) [25] And at midnight Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing, and the prisoners listened to them. [26] And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison shook, and all the doors were immediately opened, and the bonds of all loosed. [27] And the jailor being awakened out of his sleep, and seeing the doors of the prison opened, having drawn a sword was going to kill himself, thinking the prisoners had fled. [28] But Paul called out with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm, for we are all here. [29] And having asked for lights, he rushed in, and, trembling, fell down before Paul and Silas. [30] And leading them out said, Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved? [31] And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house. [32] And they spoke to him the word of the Lord, with all that were in his house. [33] And he took them the same hour of the night and washed [them] from their stripes; and was baptised, he and all his straightway. [34] And having brought them into his house he laid the table [for them], and rejoiced with all his house, having believed in God.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Acts 2:36 (JND) [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

Acts 26:9 (JND) [9] *I* indeed myself thought that I ought to do much against the name of Jesus the Nazaraean.

Acts 26:14 (JND) [14] And, when we were all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? [it is] hard for thee to kick against goads.

Acts 26:19 (JND) [19] Whereupon, king Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision;

Romans 15 (JND) [1] But *we* ought, we that are strong, to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. [2] Let each one of us please his neighbour with a view to what is good, to edification. [3] For the Christ also did not please himself; but according as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me. …

Ephesians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ;

Joel 3:14 (JND) [14] Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of Jehovah is at hand in the valley of decision.

Isaiah 59:1 (JND) [1] Behold, Jehovah's hand is not shortened that it cannot save, neither his ear heavy that it cannot hear;

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Luke 8 (JND) [1] And it came to pass afterwards that *he* went through [the country] city by city, and village by village, preaching and announcing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve [were] with him, [2] and certain women who had been healed of wicked spirits and infirmities, Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, [3] and Joanna, wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, who ministered to him of their substance. …



THE UNIQUENESS OF CHRISTIANITY

Robert Gray 

John 17: 3–6; Genesis 24: 61–67; John 20: 16–18 

What is in mind in reading these scriptures is to try to convey some impression of the greatness of Christianity. We hear of it often, ‘the greatness of Christianity’; it is a wellknown phrase, but when tests come, the question that rises with each one of us is, ‘How great is it to me? What effect does it have on my thinking, on my conduct, on my walk with my brethren’? And when I speak of Christianity in its scope, what is really in mind is Christ, because Christianity is Christ in expression, and it is not just distinctive, but first of all it is unique. There is no other thing to be compared with it. Persons in the world talk about comparative religion. There is no such thing in the eyes of a true Christian. Christianity presents a living Saviour, not merely memories of dead heroes and their sayings. Christianity is for now, because there is a living Man in heaven and He is speaking to us now, by the Holy Spirit. Hence we have the answers to the questions that arise and press upon us. The exercises as we speak of them, that occur in our localities and in our houses. There is an answer. You say, ‘There will be an answer some day’. Well, that is true too. God will have the last word. But there are resources that are available in Christianity so that there is an answer to what may come in amongst us. 

I want to say this first before embarking on John 17. When God began with the creation He made the heavens and the earth, the initial creation. That is what Genesis 1 verse 1 speaks about, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”. And then something came in. Failure came in and there was some attack of the enemy and Genesis 1 from verse 2 onward is a work of recovery. If we could use these words reverently, God laid hold of what was there and put it back in its place. For instance, God says, “let the dry land appear” (Genesis 1: 9). Now there was not any dry land, but God said, ‘let it appear’. The truth is that the dry land, the fruitful land, the productive land was under water because of the difficulty that had come in. God said, let it appear’, and so it did. Then as time went on, as God went on in His work, He brought forth what was fruitful. But what I want to say about that area of things, is that in all of that, that is chapter 1 of Genesis. God made the expanse and that is a word that would convey to us that God made for Himself room in which to operate. That is the expanse is actually called ‘heavens’ in Genesis 1, but God made a sphere of things, in which He could work. Into that He brought man. He brought the creation as we know it, the present creation, and He put man in it and He worked with man. Now, in the history of the Old Testament, failure came in. God took up Israel, failure came in, things lapsed till the sorry state of things that Malachi speaks of, and God intervened again in Christ. 

Now you might say this is a long introduction but there is point to it because I do want to convey to you that Christianity is truly special and unique. As a result of Christ coming in, and His finished work, God was free to work again through Christ, but this time He introduced new creation. And in that sphere of things God is working now. He is working in the assembly. He is not working in great business concourses or other affairs of men, although He may intervene in blessing and through the gospel. The Holy Spirit is actually operating to produce the assembly to be suitable for the heart of Christ. Think of this, that what God is doing by His Spirit, at the present time is going to last for eternity. What He is doing in your soul and mine has eternal value. We will not develop in eternity. We develop now. We grow now in divine things, in our knowledge and appreciation of God, and in our capacity to respond to God. That is happening now. And that is what makes this sphere of things, the assembly, so very very important. We talked about it in the reading, and it is not in any sense to detract from the importance of the place our blessed Lord Jesus has, for God will head up all things in the Christ. That is what God is going to do, and that is what will surely happen, God will head up all things in the Christ. 

But what He is working towards now is to bring about conditions in persons like you and me that will be suitable to be with Christ as forming part of His assembly. We are just ordinary people, we are nobody special or prominent in the world or anything like that, but in that material God is working. And He is not bringing anything ordinary out of the saints. What He is doing is eternal in its value, it is precious to Him and it is delightful to Christ. Well you say, ‘That is fine’. Yes it is, but have you any sense that it is happening here? Have you any sense in your own soul that God is working with you? You say, ‘Well, how would I know’? If you find yourself struggling against things that you would rather be rid of, things you would rather leave behind. “For I do not practice the good that I will; but the evil I do not will, that I do”, Romans 7: 19. Have your heard that before. The good things I want to do, I cannot, I fail. And the bad things that I do not want to do, I slip into them instead. Is that your life, your history? It certainly was mine. If anything of that line of things is going through your mind I would say, ‘Take courage’, because it is a sure sign that God is working with you, and the work of God in you is beginning to assert itself. You say, ‘How would I know if God is working in me?’ That is one sure way. If you are finding yourself desirous of doing right things, and maybe not able to bring them to fruition, go on. We all go through it, and I am not so old that I have forgotten what it was like to be young, and to have things in my mind and heart that I would not tell anybody. You would not confide in anybody but you struggle and struggle and struggle. Well do not give up courage. 

I will tell you one thing. The safe thing to do is to keep on praying. Keep on praying! There are times you get so sickened with your own experiences that you feel ashamed to pray. Well, that was like the man in the temple. He would not even lift up his eyes to heaven. He just said, “O God, have compassion on me, the sinner”, Luke 18: 13. Well, if that is all you can say, say that, but keep your contact open with God. You say, ‘a few minutes ago we you saying that Christianity was wonderful, unique and special’. Yes it is but it does not just fall into your lap like that. That is what the world wants. There are times when I go in and buy a newspaper and there is a notice that says I could win one million pounds on the front of the till. That is what men want. They want instant results and they want them without cost and they just vanish. What God is doing, He is doing for ever. You think of that when you are struggling. Why does not God make things easier? Why does He not solve our problems? Well, He has it in his hands to do that, but He would set our minds and hearts on Christ first, and that is where faith comes in. We have been reading at home through the Psalms, and it is remarkable the way that faith gleams in some of the psalms. It is in them all of course, but when a person is down and feels that things are going wrong and he is struggling and yet he turns to God, that is faith. Faith is not just a vague hope that everything will be all right. It will be all right through God’s grace, if you are saved, but faith would cling to God when things are difficult and not working out. 

But come to Romans 8 where the help of the Holy Spirit comes in. And this is one of the things that I want to touch on. We have the power available to overcome what is in our hearts and in our minds. We have it, if we have the Spirit. We have to learn, you know, how to make way for the Holy Spirit because God does not want automatons. That is He does not want you to be like a machine, where you press a button and it does what you want it to do. God is not looking for that. God is looking for persons who love Him, and show their love by calling on Him, and show their dependence by trusting in Him. They show their felt weakness by telling Him what was quoted from Psalm 119, after all these many verses, “I have gone astray like a lost sheep—seek thy servant” (Psalm 119: 176). Would God listen? Of course He listens and that is when God will help you, when you feel your weakness. 

What really was in my mind was what the Lord says in John 17: 6, “I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me”. One of the things we learn in Christianity is how to love. We may say, that is a feature of the natural, and it is. Natural love is right and proper in its place. But the idea of love has been so debauched in the world and spoiled that we have to come to Scripture, and we have to come to divine Persons to find out how it really operates. One great example is, “God so loved the world” (John 3: 16), that is very fine. But the greatest example of divine love shines when you see divine Persons working with each other, as in John 17. That is love, the Lord speaking unhinderedly to His Father. It has been pointed out in ministry, He did not have to modify His prayer in John 17 because it was not affected by the state of those who were listening. The Lord was not speaking to the disciples, He was speaking to His Father, and so He said all that was in His heart. 

What a prayer it is. What things the Lord asked for for His own! But I just wanted to dwell on this, “I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me”. “They were thine”. That was the Father’s—and “thou gavest them me”. Nobody consulted them, the men, it was a transaction between the Father and Christ. I know this relates first of all to the disciples, but I think we can extend this thought, to ourselves, because the Lord says elsewhere, “No one can come to me except the Father who has sent me draw him”, John 6: 44. Did you know that? If you are converted, that was the Father’s work. I do not want to confuse children. The Father did not die for you. The Lord Jesus died on the cross to save you from your sins, but it was the Father’s work in your heart that drew you to Christ. Does that not appeal to you? that you and I, and everybody here who is saved, is the object of a transaction between divine Persons which really we had no part in. “They were thine”—the Father’s work—“Thou gavest them me”. Would it be too much to say that the Father thought of you when you came to Christ? Of course He did. The Father loves you. The Father knows you. The Father has great things in mind for you, and I do not want to becloud this by adding too many words to it. I want to leave the impression that Christianity is unique, and it is unique, because it involves the work of divine Persons, initially, among Themselves. I know they came out and the Father has been made known in Christ, is declared in Christ. The Holy Spirit has come and the Lord says, “ye know him”, John 14: 17. These are wonderful things, to think that we are the objects of divine work that brings us within the scope of divine arrangements. 

Genesis 24 relates more to the work of the Holy Spirit, although we cannot confine it to that. Really it is a fine type of the way in which divine Persons operate together. The type suggests that we see in Abraham—the Father, and in Isaac—Christ, and in the servant—the Spirit. What a lowly place the Holy Spirit takes. We need to reverence the Holy Spirit. We need to respect Him. Remember when God spoke to Moses about the Angel that went before them, the Israelites. He said, “Be careful in his presence”, Exodus 23: 21. That is one of the great difficulties in Christendom, the Holy Spirit is largely ignored. He is not given the place that is His. It is our privilege and responsibility to give to the Holy Spirit His true place. As we do that we begin to find what a work He has done, and is doing. The Lord was here for thirtythree and one-half years, but the Spirit of God has been here for about two thousand years. Is that not wonderful patience? Wonderful grace! When things were so bad, in the early stages of the Christian church after the apostles were gone and the fathers, then things seemed to decline very rapidly, and the church by about the third century was beginning to show signs of breaking up, the Holy Spirit went on. He went on through all the persecutions, the inquisition, the excesses of the Roman Church. He went on. The occasional hymns that we have from these times give us gleams from the souls of persons in whom the Holy Spirit was free. He went on to the Reformation and then the Lord intervened. And then that began to decline. And then we had the recovery early in the nineteenth century. The Lord intervened again. He came in the third watch or the fourth watch. We are here because of these things, because the Holy Spirit of God sustained the testimony throughout all these long years. He kept it going until now. And we are the objects of His work. 

What is He doing? He is forming us to be like Christ. That is what He wants, because what the Lord Jesus is looking for, really, is what is of Himself. He says in the song, you know, “Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice”, Song of Songs 2: 14. Well you say, that is a lovely reference to the Lord with His loved one. Yes, but what does it mean today? When the Lord says, prophetically, in that Song of Songs, “Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice”, does it not convey to you that He is looking for a response? He does not just say, ‘Well, speak to Me’, am not being irreverent. He says, “Let me see thy countenance”. Will He see features of Himself in you? There is no time like the Supper when we are able to respond, and respond in an, if I could use the word carefully, uninhibited way. We have had the loaf—the obedience of Jesus; we have had the cup—the love of God involving the New Covenant. What do we do then? We embark with the Lord Himself on a journey, and He leads us on. We speak about the relationship of brethren, then union with the assembly. These are not phases. These are part of the service and we go on freighted with the wealth of these things. And then we have the address to the Holy Spirit, and finally worship of the Father and God. Is it just routine? I appeal to you, beloved brother, beloved sister, these things are a vital part of our lives. These are things that will engage us in eternity. These are the things that make us special. That is, these experiences build up in us what is pleasing to God. 

Well, the Holy Spirit (typified by the servant) had been with Rebecca and had told her, no doubt, about Isaac, and all the wealth that was there in Abraham’s house. But she came to the point when she said, “Who is the man that is walking in the fields to meet us?” The servant said, “That is my master”! Now that to my mind is very like the end of Revelation where it says, “the Spirit and the bride say, Come”, Revelation 22: 17. That suggests that there is a vessel that has her eye on Christ, and she is formed after Him, and she can speak in concert with the Holy Spirit. “The Spirit and the bride say, Come”. Do you think that is going on now? I believe it is. There are persons who are exercised that the Lord’s will might be done. There are persons who are looking for the Lord Jesus to come, and looking for the help of the Holy Spirit to guide us in view of that day. 

In John 20: 16 the Lord addressed Mary. How would you know if the Lord was speaking to you? Could you recognise Him? I think we do. He did not have to explain who He was, or where He had been. He spoke her name. And that was enough. I think He saw in her something potentially of assembly character, something that He was looking for and longing for. He said, “Mary”, and that went right to her heart. And what she said was in a sense similar in that she said, “Rabboni, which means Teacher”. It has said that there is a touch, a hint there, of worship. Her whole being, her eyes, her heart, her gaze was wrapped up in Him. Here He is—a Man looked for and longed for. “Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”. What the Lord was telling her was that this great work that had been going on, that had involved the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, this great redemptive work, the work really that involved the whole Economy was coming to fruition. And the glory of it was that she was included. She was part of it, not divinity, never that. She was a creature and the Lord’s brethren were creatures too, but they were included. We sometimes get a touch of that on a Lord’s day morning. We are not there as onlookers, spectators, looking at a wondrous spectacle, we are part of it. We are part of it because He loves us, and because we are in His heart, and because He is in His Father’s heart; “as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us”, John 17: 21. Oh brethren, what a privilege Christianity is, to be part of it, to be in it for Christ, and to be conscious that we have been taken up by Him for His own glory. May the Lord bless the word. 

Address at Aberdeen, Scotland
26 May 2012 
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Scripture references

John 17:3-6 (JND) [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it; [5] and now glorify *me*, *thou* Father, along with thyself, with the glory which I had along with thee before the world was. [6] I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy word.

Genesis 24:61-67 (JND) [61] And Rebecca arose, and her maids, and they rode upon the camels, and followed the man. And the servant took Rebecca, and went away. [62] And Isaac had just returned from Beer-lahai-roi; for he was dwelling in the south country. [63] And Isaac had gone out to meditate in the fields toward the beginning of evening. And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, camels were coming. [64] And Rebecca lifted up her eyes and saw Isaac, and she sprang off the camel. [65] And she had said to the servant, Who is the man that is walking in the fields to meet us? And the servant said, That is my master! Then she took the veil, and covered herself. [66] And the servant told Isaac all things that he had done. [67] And Isaac led her into his mother Sarah's tent; and he took Rebecca, and she became his wife, and he loved her. And Isaac was comforted after [the death of] his mother.

John 20:16-18 (JND) [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher. [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God. [18] Mary of Magdala comes bringing word to the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and [that] he had said these things to her.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Genesis 1:1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Genesis 1:9 (JND) [9] And God said, Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together to one place, and let the dry [land] appear. And it was so.

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Romans 7:19 (JND) [19] For I do not practise the good that I will; but the evil I do not will, that I do.

Luke 18:13 (JND) [13] And the tax-gatherer, standing afar off, would not lift up even his eyes to heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, O God, have compassion on me, the sinner.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Psalms 119 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways. …

Psalms 119:176 (JND) [176] I have gone astray like a lost sheep: seek thy servant; for I have not forgotten thy commandments.

John 17:6 (JND) [6] I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy word.

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 6:44 (JND) [44] No one can come to me except the Father who has sent me draw him, and I will raise him up in the last day.

John 14:17 (JND) [17] the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see him nor know him; but ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Exodus 23:21 (JND) [21] Be careful in his presence, and hearken unto his voice: do not provoke him, for he will not forgive your transgressions; for my name is in him.

Song of Solomon 2:14 (JND) [14] My dove, in the clefts of the rock, In the covert of the precipice, Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; For sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely.

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

John 20:16 (JND) [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher.

John 17:21 (JND) [21] that they may be all one, as thou, Father, [art] in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us, that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.
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