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THE SERVICE OF THE LORD JESUS IN RELATION TO COLLECTIVE SETTINGS

P. Martin 

John 12: 1–8; 13: 1–8, 31, 32; 20: 19–23 

These three passages refer to the presence and service of the Lord Jesus in a setting of what is collective, where He is loved. John’s gospel presents the Lord Jesus as we have been reminded already, moving through a scene of hatred and contrariety. 

John is a little like the priest in Numbers 10, where Moses was told to make two silver trumpets of beaten work. We did not read it, but we might just look at it—“And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, Make thee two trumpets of silver; of beaten work shalt thou make them; and they shall serve for the calling together of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps” (Numbers 10: 1, 2). When John writes his gospel, as we know he is one of the last writers in the Scriptures, if not the last, and he writes in the light of the coming tide of apostasy, and he sounds out two silver trumpets; Paul does that too. Paul sounds out two silver trumpets to the Corinthians and he sets before them the principles of the house of God. Then in 2 Timothy he sets before the believer in a broken day how he should proceed. The silver trumpets are for the gathering together of God’s people and to rally them to where the Lord is, and to the truth. 

John does that here in this gospel. He begins the gospel with the knowledge of divine Persons; “In the beginning was the Word”, John 1: 1. I would like you to lay hold of that. We have had reference to it already today; “In the beginning was the Word”. Whatever else comes in, whatever else has come in, that remains unchanged and unchangeable; “In the beginning was the Word”. It is a little like Moses, when he wrote his first book he says “In the beginning God”, Genesis 1: 1. 

Our young people are moving through a scene in which the presence of God is denied, the existence of God is denied, the deity of Christ is denied. The scene of apostasy has come in like a flood, but what John wrote and what Moses wrote stands; “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”. That is a great foundation upon which you can rest your soul. It is unassailable and unquestionable. He was there before time. I remember a beloved brother in London used to remind us, He was there in the beginning before there was a beginning. Before anything had a beginning, the One who we now know as our Lord Jesus was there. What a blessed Person! 

We have been speaking of Him already today, speaking of Him as the One who is there in divine counsel and divine purpose, and the centre of divine ways this blessed glorious Person. John says, “the Word became flesh”, John 1: 14. What a wonderful stoop, that that blessed Person who was there before there was creation, indeed He gave existence to creation, should come, and “the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us”. John says in his epistle, “That which was from the beginning, that which we have heard ... and our hands handled, concerning the word of life” (1 John 1: 1); that is not the creational beginning, that is the beginning of all that centred in Christ as coming into manhood. Right at the beginning of that pathway there was He who was so distinctive, marked out from every other in His glory; moving here in lowly humility, but nonetheless glorious, as the magi from the east gave witness, “we have seen his star”, Matthew 2: 2. There had been none other about whom that could be said, but the One who was none less than the Creator; the Word becoming flesh. 

John goes on in his gospel, he is taking up material in his ministry. In chapter 1, we have been reminded of it already today, persons say to the Lord Jesus, “where abidest thou?” He says “Come and see” (John 1: 38, 39). Have you been, have you answered to the invitation young people, and perhaps those of us who are not so young, have I answered to the invitation? He would invite you today, “Come and see”. Not here in Bethlehem, no, not in Nazareth, no, but a Man in the glory, and the word to you and to me beloved brother and sister is, Come and see where He abides, the hymn writer takes it up; 

‘Thou abidest in the bosom 

Of the Father’s love’ (Hymn 127) 

We do not need to ask the question for the invitation stands in all its distinctiveness; “Come and see”. We shall never move here rightly in the scene of His rejection unless we have on our view the glory of the Man who is there in the presence of God. Everything is established in that blessed Person, everything for God and we can say through grace, most of us here, that everything for us is centred in that blessed Man; what a Man! 

Then John goes on in chapter 2 to the marriage at Cana of Galilee and the wine being deficient. And so it is when everything is held on a natural line, it runs out. Persons may anticipate marriage, or may have just been married, I do not know, but if it is only held on natural affection, (of course natural affection must be there and it must be pure) but if it is only held by what is natural eventually dear friend it will need something else, and that something was there in the Man of John 2. I would say to myself and to perhaps each of us, questions do come up in the best of marriages and maybe we do not always see things eye to eye; kneel down and pray about it, bring the Lord into it. If the wine has run out bring the Lord into it; speak to Him about it and when you get up off your knees everything looks different. There is a dignity in the fellow-heirs of the grace of life (1 Peter 3: 7). The standard is set out for us in Christ and the assembly and there is no breakdown in that relationship and there is the resource in the Man of John 2, and in the presence of the Spirit, to maintain our relationships in what they should be. 

In chapter 3 it goes on to speak of Nicodemus, the Lord Jesus is taking a man up, not on the basis of what is natural, but on the basis of the sovereign operation of the Spirit, and that man, although he does not shine in the gospel, he shines at the end. What a wonderful thing that the work of God, that had been sovereignly begun by the operation of the Holy Spirit, comes into expression in a person who identifies himself with one who comes and demands the body of Jesus. I love that expression as to Joseph of Arimathaea, it says he “demanded”, John 19: 38. 

Then in chapter 4 we have that woman. These are all persons who the Lord Jesus is taking up in view of what is collective in whom He is going to work out and secure something for Himself. But in chapter 4 we have that woman to whom He speaks of the living water; “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water” (John 4: 10). What richness of supply is available in the gift of the Holy Spirit as we have been speaking of it already today, and the result in that woman’s soul was, “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done”. “Come, see a man”; that is the Man of John 1, the Man of John 2, the Man of John 3. He was the Man of John 4 and He became the Man of John 5. The man who said “I have not a man” (John 5: 7), he had Him there right in his presence, the glorious Person who was gathering up material to have its part in the assembly. 

All that leads up to what we have in John 12 because the Lord Jesus has been working formatively. He is not taking up persons that were born into their place; none of us were born into Christianity. Young people, you have been born into a Christian house and you may be in the most favoured Christian house that there is, and you can thank God for it, but you have to come into the experience of a link with the Lord Jesus yourself, and that is really why I have touched on these persons; they had to do with the Lord themselves and He took them up individually. We come into things individually each one of us. Not just because we have sat under the sound of our parents’ teaching, precious as that is and valuable as it is, but we have to come to know the Lord Jesus ourselves individually; as those persons that we have spoken of already, they had to come to know Him, and what a Person He is to come to know. There is no one to compare with the glorious Saviour who is portrayed in the scenes of John’s gospel, taking up one and another, unlikely persons, securing them and holding them for the assembly. They are persons like you and me, unworthy, disreputable by nature, but He is taking them up in view of the assembly and He is giving the gift of the Holy Spirit. How wonderful it is that the gift of the Holy Spirit should be known by men, who turn in repentance towards God, and put their faith in our Lord Jesus, and ask for and will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. What a wonderful gift that we who were once afar off should be brought nigh and given the gift of a divine Person. I cannot understand it! It is beyond man to apprehend its greatness and yet we have come into the blessedness of it through divine grace. 

Now we come to John 12. The Lord Jesus has had to do with these persons individually, preparing them for the company. In chapter 12 it is a company where He is loved, in chapter 13 it is a company in which He is glorified and in chapter 21 it is a company in which He has confidence. It is a wonderful thing; in chapter 12 He is loved. “Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment”; what a moment this was! The Lord Jesus came to Bethany no doubt with His disciples, and He came there and “they made him a supper”. We are privileged dear brethren to constantly have gatherings together, it is a wonderful favour. I can remember when I was younger not thinking that it was a privilege to be together, but God wrought in my soul and gave me the gift of the Holy Spirit, and I began to appreciate being in a company in which the Lord Jesus was made everything of and we have had some experience of that today that the Lord Jesus has been the centre; “they made him a supper”. This is not the Supper as presented in 1 Corinthians, but it is the outgoing of affection for Christ that makes everything of Him. That is the object for which we assemble together, whether it be for the prayer meeting, or whether it be for the care meeting, or the reading, the object of our coming together is that Christ should have that which He longs for, for His own affections. How worthy He is of it! 

But I want to come to Mary because she anointed His feet. It says here, she “anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair” and the Lord Jesus says as to her, “Suffer her to have kept this for the day of my preparation for burial”. The Lord Jesus had in the company someone who had His mind, who was in sympathy with His mind and where He was going and what He was going to effect. There was that there in the company as deriving from His headship and in full sympathy with Himself. The Lord Jesus looks for that in the gatherings together of His people. We can thank God that in some measure He has in the hearts of His people those that know what He is about to do, and where He is going, and what He is going to work out in the winding up of this dispensation and the ushering in of others. Those that have gone before us in previous dispensations will come to appreciate that all they entered into by faith, centred in a Man who is the centre of God’s world. Dear brethren, dear young person and older one, we have come in through grace to have a link with a Man who is the centre of God’s world. He has gone that way through death and burial, a striking word here, she “kept this for the day of my preparation for burial”; His preparation for burial. Burial did not belong to Him. That order of man in which He moved here in absolute perfection did not need of itself to go out of sight, but there was one who realised that if there was going to be an answer secured for God He must go that way for her, and for us, and she anointed Him in order that every man might be removed and that Christ Himself should have a company of men that take character from Himself, persons in whom He can secure His thoughts, as He does with Mary. 

You will notice that from this incident here in John 12 the Lord Jesus goes into Jerusalem and is owned as the One who is worthy to reign. He has an answer in the company and from that answer He goes forward into Jerusalem, the city in which He was going to be rejected. There is the witness to what He will be in a day to come, but at this time as it says, “thy King cometh, sitting on an ass’s colt”, John 12: 15. Think of the One who will yet ride into Jerusalem in majesty, who will yet take up His rights in Jerusalem. But He rode into Jerusalem here to be rejected publicly but He moves forward as having an answer to His affections privately in the company. 

When we come to John 13 the Lord Jesus is washing their feet. The Lord had taken them up, and His work that He was going to accomplish on the cross was in view of what the Lord Jesus says here; they had been washed judicially, but they needed to be refreshed in the scene in which they were. This simple act drove out the opposition. The Lord Jesus brought into that company in serving His own in such lowliness, an atmosphere in which the opposition could no longer stay. He “lays aside his garments, and having taken a linen towel he girded himself, then “ he pours water into the wash-hand basin, and began to wash the feet of the disciples, and to wipe them with the linen towel with which he was girded”; what a service! The Lord Jesus does that. We are moving through a scene of great corruption and defilement and we need to be constantly kept from that which would appeal to us, and the enemy knows how to appeal, as he did to Eve so he would do so to us. He knows how to appeal because he is seeking to rob Christ of His portion. Oh I say to my own soul and to you dear young person, hold yourself for the Lord Jesus, hold yourself for Jesus. 

The man in John 9 was such a testimony to the Lord Jesus that the world had no place for him. He was so fully identified with Christ that the world said we do not want you we will cast you out, if we are going to be true to the Lord Jesus we shall face what it is to be cast out by the world and it is a blessed thing when it happens. Some of us like to be popular. We do not like it when persons say things against us, or do not want our company, I know what it feels like, and many more do far much more than I do. That man’s blessing lay in the fact that because he identified Himself with Jesus the world had no room for him. It is a sober thing if we fit into the world. Whether it be the religious world or the commercial world or whatever it be, it is a sobering thing if the world has room for us and we fit in. We are to be moving here in the footsteps of the Lord Jesus who left us a model. He is the One that suffered, leaving us a model that we should follow in His steps. What steps they were! John’s gospel as we said is full of references to a rejected Jesus. Are you prepared dear friend, through love for Him, to be identified with Him in His rejection? 

The Lord Jesus here washes their feet in order that they might be refreshed and kept while moving through such a scene. Then Judas goes out and the Lord Jesus says, “Now is the Son of man glorified”. Think of Him saying that in that company. They had just experienced something that had shaken them. They had said as it says in another gospel “Is it I?”, Mark 14: 19 They must have been quite shaken by what happened. But the Lord Jesus says immediately “Now is the Son of man glorified”. He was glorified in a company in which evil could no longer remain, glorified in a company in which what was against Himself had to leave. “Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him”. God was glorified in this blessed Man because He had secured there in those men surrounding Him, whom He had served, that which was identified with Himself, and in which the enemy could no longer remain. God was glorified in that Man. How wonderful! What a vessel the assembly is, what a vessel we have been called to have a part in, that here, moving through the wilderness in the scene of His rejection, there is that which is entirely of Himself, where darkness cannot remain and Jesus is glorified; “the Son of man” it says “glorified, and God is glorified in him”. 

Now I come on to John 20, the Lord Jesus here a Man out of death. He comes to the company, the doors shut on the first day of the week. We are beginning to value the first day of the week more than ever. We come together and we come together in faith that the Lord Jesus will come, the doors shut through fear of the Jews and that the Lord Jesus will come and manifest Himself. There could be no greater privilege on the earth than to come and remember the Lord Jesus, and have faith that He will come and manifest Himself. We shall not need such a privilege eternally, no, we shall be with Him. He comes in and we move with Him and are accepted in Him before the Father. Very soon we shall be accepted with Him in the Father’s presence, wonderful thing, that He will take us right in to the very scene where His own belong in association with Himself. But at the moment these persons were gathered together, not despondently, but expectantly. They had had the message from Mary of Magdala, and they knew that if the Lord Jesus was risen that He would come to them. He had told them that He would come to them (John 14: 18), and they knew that He loved them so much that He would not pass them by, He would come. And they gathered in faith, and provided conditions to which He could come. And that is our responsibility right down until He comes, that we might provide conditions into which He can come and make Himself known. But then, coming in, He says to them “Peace be to you”. What a wonderful thing to be known in a scene of unrest; what Jerusalem must have been at that time in its tumultuous agitation as the psalmist speaks of it (Psalm 2: 1). Even before this when the Lord Jesus was facing death He says to His own, “I give my peace to you—not as the world gives do I give to you”, John 14: 27. He does not give peace and relinquish the enjoyment of it Himself; in giving His peace we come into that which He is enjoying, and that is what He was giving to the disciples, as He was facing going into death. He gave to them Himself the enjoyment of His peace, which He Himself was enjoying. 

I remember Mr. Meek saying that when the disciples were in the boat and the sea was agitated and He was asleep on the cushion (Mark 4: 38), the disciples woke Him and it says He arose; Mr. Meek said He left the cushion there for us. How true that is you know, that there in the divine presence is not hasty agitation as we may find often, even among ourselves, in the divine presence is His peace. For Him it involved the enjoyment of that relationship that He had with the Father. He could say when all His works of power had been rejected, “I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth”, Matthew 11: 25. You think of Him addressing the Father as Lord of the heaven and of the earth. The One who was in control of everything; in control of what was proceeding on the earth, securing men from the earth and leading them to Christ, drawing them to Him, the Father was in control, “Lord of the heaven and of the earth”. What peace there was in the enjoyment of that relationship! And when the enemy does his worst as he did to the Lord Jesus, and he is seeking right at the close of this dispensation, to do his worst to the testimony of our Lord, the Lord Jesus would assure us that His peace, that peace, settled and undisturbed, is available to us. 

He comes in and He brings it with Him and breathes into them. He says, “as the Father sent me forth, I also send you”. What a wonderful thing that is! Here were these men, the eleven, they were the subject of His service, day after day, what patient grace the Lord had exercised towards them. At one point He says to them, “Have ye understood all these things?” (Matthew 13: 51), and they say, “Yea, Lord”. He shows them that they had not, and in patient grace went on as He does today and has done. Most of us would not be here if He had not. But He went on in patient grace and He says He is going to send these men forth, the product of His own work, send them forth into the scene of testimony. He had confidence in them. It is a wonderful thing that in the company where He is loved and in which He has been glorified the Lord Jesus is able to have confidence in His own. He breathes into them and He says, “whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained”. There was that here, as the subject of the inbreathing of the heavenly Man, that could act for Him. He had confidence that they would do what was right in the scene of His absence; what a wonderful thing that was! You might say that in the next chapter they all went away, they all went to fish. Had the Lord’s service been incomplete? no, He gathers them all, and how does He gather them? He asks them to come and dine. He had there the provision that would maintain an order of life out of death in relation to another world, it says, “Jesus stood on the shore” (John 21: 4). That is what they see, a Man who is the centre of another world, and He says “Come and dine” (John 21: 12). What wonderful grace! 

We have been doing something of that today, the Lord has said to us, “Come and dine”, come and feed upon Me, the bread that God feeds on. He says, “I am the living bread which has come down out of heaven”, John 6: 51. Think of God feeding on that order of Man, finding what was so delightful to Himself. The Lord Jesus, right at this very point when He is just about to ascend, has that which he can share with His own. He was out of death, and had confidence in the company that they would move forward from this point. Indeed we see in the book of the Acts that they do. He says to them to just come and dine; feed on the same food that I am feeding on, not what belongs to this world. Young people do not fill your soul with the filth that this world offers, it is full of it. If you feed on filth you end up moving to the source of it. If by the Spirit, you feed on the bread that has come down out of heaven, you are prompted to move to the source of it—to God Himself! 

Well I touch on these things to give us some sense of the Lord’s own valuation of what He finds in the company even in the midst of a scene of reproach and hatred, and in the midst of a scene of breakdown within. The Lord Jesus not only serves the company, but finds an answer in it that is for His own affections. May we have our part in it increasingly, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee
6 April 2012 

 


Scripture references

John 12:1-8 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. [4] One of his disciples therefore, Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, who was about to deliver him up, says, [5] Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor? [6] But he said this, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief and had the bag, and carried what was put into [it]. [7] Jesus therefore said, Suffer her to have kept this for the day of my preparation for burial; [8] for ye have the poor always with you, but me ye have not always.

John 13:1-32 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, [4] rises from supper and lays aside his garments, and having taken a linen towel he girded himself: [5] then he pours water into the washhand basin, and began to wash the feet of the disciples, and to wipe them with the linen towel with which he was girded. [6] He comes therefore to Simon Peter; and *he* says to him, Lord, dost thou wash *my* feet? [7] Jesus answered and said to him, What I do thou dost not know now, but thou shalt know hereafter. [8] Peter says to him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, Unless I wash thee, thou hast not part with me. [9] Simon Peter says to him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. [10] Jesus says to him, He that is washed all over needs not to wash save his feet, but is wholly clean; and ye are clean, but not all. [11] For he knew him that delivered him up: on account of this he said, Ye are not all clean. [12] When therefore he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, having sat down again, he said to them, Do ye know what I have done to you? …

John 20:19-23 (JND) [19] When therefore it was evening on that day, which was the first [day] of the week, and the doors shut where the disciples were, through fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and says to them, Peace [be] to you. [20] And having said this, he shewed to them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced therefore, having seen the Lord. [21] [Jesus] said therefore again to them, Peace [be] to you: as the Father sent me forth, I also send you. [22] And having said this, he breathed into [them], and says to them, Receive [the] Holy Spirit: [23] whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; whose soever [sins] ye retain, they are retained.

Numbers 10 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Make thee two trumpets of silver; of beaten work shalt thou make them; and they shall serve for the calling together of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps. [3] And when they shall blow with them, the whole assembly shall gather to thee at the entrance of the tent of meeting. …

Numbers 10:1-2 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Make thee two trumpets of silver; of beaten work shalt thou make them; and they shall serve for the calling together of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps.

John 1:1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

Genesis 1:1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

1 John 1:1 (JND) [1] That which was from [the] beginning, that which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes; that which we contemplated, and our hands handled, concerning the word of life;

Matthew 2:2 (JND) [2] Where is the king of the Jews that has been born? for we have seen his star in the east, and have come to do him homage.

John 1:38-39 (JND) [38] But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye? And *they* said to him, Rabbi (which, being interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou? [39] He says to them, Come and see. They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day. It was about the tenth hour.

John 2 (JND) [1] And on the third day a marriage took place in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. [2] And Jesus also, and his disciples, were invited to the marriage. [3] And wine being deficient, the mother of Jesus says to him, They have no wine. …

1 Peter 3:7 (JND) [7] [Ye] husbands likewise, dwell with [them] according to knowledge, as with a weaker, [even] the female, vessel, giving [them] honour, as also fellow-heirs of [the] grace of life, that your prayers be not hindered.

John 2 (JND) [1] And on the third day a marriage took place in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. [2] And Jesus also, and his disciples, were invited to the marriage. [3] And wine being deficient, the mother of Jesus says to him, They have no wine. …

John 19:38 (JND) [38] And after these things Joseph of Arimathaea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly through fear of the Jews, demanded of Pilate that he might take the body of Jesus: and Pilate allowed it. He came therefore and took away the body of Jesus.

John 4:10 (JND) [10] Jesus answered and said to her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

John 2 (JND) [1] And on the third day a marriage took place in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. [2] And Jesus also, and his disciples, were invited to the marriage. [3] And wine being deficient, the mother of Jesus says to him, They have no wine. …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …

John 5:7 (JND) [7] The infirm [man] answered him, Sir, I have not a man, in order, when the water has been troubled, to cast me into the pool; but while I am coming another descends before me.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 12:15 (JND) [15] Fear not, daughter of Zion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's colt.

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

Mark 14:19 (JND) [19] And they began to be grieved, and to say to him, one by one, Is it *I*? [and another, Is it *I*?]

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 14:18 (JND) [18] I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you.

Psalms 2:1 (JND) [1] Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation, and [why] do the peoples meditate a vain thing?

John 14:27 (JND) [27] I leave peace with you; I give *my* peace to you: not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it fear.

Mark 4:38 (JND) [38] And *he* was in the stern sleeping on the cushion. And they awake him up and say to him, Teacher, dost thou not care that we are perishing?

Matthew 11:25 (JND) [25] At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes.

Matthew 13:51 (JND) [51] Jesus says to them, Have ye understood all these things? They say to him, Yea, [Lord].

John 21:4 (JND) [4] And early morn already breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; the disciples however did not know that it was Jesus.

John 21:12 (JND) [12] Jesus says to them, Come [and] dine. But none of the disciples dared inquire of him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord.

John 6:51 (JND) [51] I am the living bread which has come down out of heaven: if any one shall have eaten of this bread he shall live for ever; but the bread withal which I shall give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.



THE SPIRIT MAKING US CONSCIOUS OF THE LOVE OF CHRIST

Song of Songs 2: 4, 5 (to ‘with apples’); 2 Corinthians 5: 14–17; Ephesians 5: 25–27; 3: 19–21 

DBR  Our brother spoke of the Spirit making us conscious of the love of Christ, and I brought these scriptures forward suggestively. The first one here has a typical bearing, “He hath brought me to the house of wine”. I thought that might suggest joy in the Spirit, “And his banner over me is love.” And then I thought, “Sustain ye me with raisin-cakes”, would involve the sweetness of the love of Christ. In 2 Corinthians 5, “the love of the Christ constrains us”, we are under its influence. We are able to judge especially as to what has been brought in for the pleasure of God in a new order. Then in Ephesians 5 I think we get the great object of Christ’s love, the assembly. Then I thought in chapter 3 we are “to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge”. It came to mind as we proceeded what beloved Mr. James Taylor said as to that, it is our anchor. Our anchor is really in an eternal sphere. 

WMcC There is always spontaneity in love. 

DBR  The Spirit operates in that way. He would lead us and guide us, do you think? This is one feature of the Spirit’s service that He would make us conscious of the sweetness of the love of Christ. You spoke of this, do you have something more for us? 

APD  What is the thought of the banner? 

DBR  I think it is the victory of love. What do you say about it yourself? 

APD  I wondered if that would be the suggestion. 

DBR  I think that “He hath brought me to the house of wine”, involves the Lord’s delight in transferring our affections and our minds to an order of things which is altogether according to the purpose of God. “Sustain ye me with raisin-cakes”, would be how we are sustained by the sweet influence of the love of Christ. 

DBB  I was thinking when it was read he brought me. It is as if it is the compelling power of love that brings us. I cannot say very much, but it is like the drawing power, is it not? 

DBR  That love that we owe so much to. All that has been effected by Christ in love to redeem us, to secure us and to hold us. We sang of that in the first hymn this morning. It is love that holds us. When He comes in at the Supper there is a sense that He would bring us into this great realm, the house of wine. I think it is joy in the Spirit. It is not natural exuberance, we are delivered from that, it is spiritual joy, do you think? 

DBB  And in a certain sense, I do not know how to describe it, but it is beyond the moral question. That has all been met but now we are being brought in in love to this wonderful sphere. 

DBR  Well that is good what you say. It takes us far beyond the moral question. Thank God that it is settled. We have peace because of that. Everything is settled, settled finally for God and for us. But then this is beyond it. I think of that scripture that says, “For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified are all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren” (Hebrews 2: 11). Mr. James Taylor said if we carried on in the moral line we would have something to be ashamed of (Vol. 33, p.281). We are beyond it all, it has all been dealt with. 

DNS  It is interesting how the song starts, is it not? This song starts very early in the thought of “thy love is better than wine” (Song of Songs 1: 2), then it goes on when He brings us into His chambers, “We will remember thy love more than wine. They love thee uprightly”, Song of Songs 1: 4. What a blessed thought that is, that His love is supreme. 

DBR  Yes. His love is supreme and we ourselves are the product of that love. Mr. J. N. Darby says in his hymn, “O Jesus, Lord, who loved us like to Thee?” (Hymn 249). As fruit of His work, we can take account of one another in that way, and it draws out respect for one another. Unless we have that we cannot proceed very far. 

PR  What you bring out is good. I was wondering as to the house of wine, and the joy which we enter into by the Spirit, that we get a sense of Christ’s own joy and what He has entirely for Himself, where He would rest and have delight in His own heart. 

DBR  Yes, that is good. Mr. Stoney served us well you know, and you find in his ministry that he often exhorts us to learn what is the Lord’s chief joy—the assembly. That really, I think, is the kernel of Christianity in its inward sense, that we are consciously related to what is supremely for the heart of Christ. 

MS  There is a banner here. Is a banner not something that is carried? A flag flies but that is normally in a static position. Is it a banner because it is something that is carried and would suggest movement? 

DBR  Yes, I think that is good so we are not overcome. We have a sense that we proceed with something that is in the line of victory. God has overcome the whole matter of evil—met its challenge. All that has been left behind, and now we in an area that has been secured, not only for our blessing, but for God’s pleasure. 

APG  In John 2 the wine was deficient, but the Lord brought that joy in did He not? It is greater than any natural joy. 

DBR  Well I think that is good. It is beyond natural joy. 

We have certain things that give us natural joy, the marriage tie and so on, and how God sustains us, but this is beyond it. I think by the Spirit we are made conscious of the love of Christ and what it brings us into. 

APD  I think that the best wine is what characterises the present time. It is really John’s ministry. It brings us into the family and the best things, does it not? 

DBR  That is good, involving nearness to divine Persons. The idea in the family is that they are brought near. 

APD  Yes, “my brethren”, John 20: 17. That is the best wine. I thought that it is not just left in chapter 2, it really goes all through the book. The climax is in chapter 20—the best wine. 

DBR  That is right. It is a wonderful chapter. We read it in the home this morning, “go to my brethren”, John 20: 17. And then the breathing into them, impartation of His own life. I remember getting a touch from Mr. James Taylor’s ministry, that Christ infused life into them (Vol. 1, p.439). What an infusion! And I think as the Lord comes in at the Supper there is a certain sense of an infusion of life. It touches your inward being. 

HTF  I was thinking of what you brought before us yesterday as to the inner circle, I wondered if this was love’s secret within that? The headship of Christ is known in that area, and an orderliness and spontaneity, finishing with, “Refresh me with apples”. It seems to me that we are sustained and left refreshed in that area. 

DBR  That is very good. It is a refreshing experience and one we need too. We tend in our spirits sometimes to be a bit jaded, and exercises and circumstances have to be looked at; that all tends to jade us, but here is an experience, “Sustain ye me with raisin-cakes, Refresh me with apples”. It is the sweet influence of the love of Christ. That brings us on to 2 Corinthians 5. I think it is the question there of the influence of the love of Christ, “For the love of the Christ constrains us”. I think judgment here is something that we arrive at under the influence of the love of Christ. 

PH  What you say is helpful. I was wondering when the passage was read, whether it is really what is positive in relation to judgment. Positive— having judged the things that are more excellent. 

DBR  Yes, just so. It is a positive thing and I think the good teaching has said it is the highest form of judgment. It is judgment arrived at under the influence of Christ. 

APD  I think what has been said about the judgment is good. It is not penal judgment is it? 

DBR  It says, “having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died”. You read the note there, it is the fact that the Lord went into death that proved everything was under death. When He died there was no response God-ward. I believe that is the teaching, there was no response God-ward. Everything had to come out freshly. A new order of things had to come to light. That has only been brought to light as a result of the action of the love of Christ in death, do you think? 

APD  When He was raised by the glory of the Father everything was brought into life was it not? Without saying much about it you could read into it that a whole world, you might say, spiritually came into life for the pleasure of God. 

DBR  That is just it. So it says that it brings in life immediately, “that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised”; a new order of life. 

HTF  I was just thinking before the song is ended, love is strong as death (Songs of Songs 8: 6). It really links with this does it not? but actually He came through it and endured that. 

WMcC Yes, it is a wonderful realm because it brings you into the feelings that are involved in the divine nature. It is something to be enjoyed. 

DBR  Well, that is what it is for, just to enjoy the house of wine. It is to bring us into the feelings of the divine nature. John brings us into the family where we are near. That is the great idea that we become acquainted with the feelings of divine Persons—so that the influence of Christ’s love is the area that it would direct you to. That gets you away from the world—that can never satisfy—and directs your mind and affections into another order of things altogether. 

DNS  Man could not naturally love God but I am thinking about this new creation, in a new condition where persons can respond to the love of God. The divine nature could be formed in them. 

DBR  So if any one be in Christ there is a new creation. It struck me recently that we speak about the ‘in Christ’ position, and we say that is status, and so it is, but it is more than status, it is new creation. “So if any one be in Christ, there is a new creation”. The Authorised Version says, “if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature”. That stops short of the idea. The real meaning is that the person that is in Christ is an integral part of new creation. Wonderful thought. I think the love of Christ would influence us towards that great realm. As our brother says, a realm where the feelings of divine Persons are understood and responded to. 

HTF  All things are new there, are they not? I just wondered if it took us on to an impression of the eternal realm. We antedate that, do we? 

DBR  Exactly, and all things are of the God who has reconciled us to Himself. It is one of the passages that helped me as to what Mr. Raven said, that reconciliation was according to the purpose of God. It is all according to the purpose of God. It says here, “who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ”. That is the way that He operated to bring it about. Nevertheless it was in His purpose to do that. 

RMcC I was thinking earlier about Ruth. She says to Boaz, “spread thy skirt over thy handmaid”, Ruth 3: 9. Really what came in was more than that was it not? She was brought into this relationship. 

DBR  That is a good illustration. It was more than that. You see the great object of Christ’s love here—the assembly. He “also loved the assembly”. He loved other things too. He loved the disciples as individuals, He loves us as individuals too. I think it is a fine touch this, that “Christ also loved the assembly”. 

APG  That is how we think of the death of Christ at the Supper. Not so much for our need, but it is death in view of having the assembly for Himself, is it not? 

DBR  “This is my body, which is for you”, 1 Corinthians 11: 24. The ‘you’ there is the assembly. Is that how you understand it? It is right to think of the body of Christ, and His devotedness, how Christ held that body for God. Then you see He also loved the assembly. As a Man here, all the will of God had to be accomplished. He loved God in that sense, but He loved also the assembly. 

DBB  Would you say something about, that He might present the assembly to Himself glorious? 

DBR  Yes, there is a touch of dignity in that. Well I can only tell you what I have gleaned I trust substantially from the good teaching that, in Genesis God brought the woman to the Man, but Christ presents the assembly to Himself. A touch of His deity is involved in that. He has the ability, the power, to present the assembly to Himself. It is not a question of God bringing the assembly to Christ here. He is God and presents the assembly to Himself. 

What dignity is in that. We constantly need our minds elevated to the glory of Christ and the assembly. That is the great line of God’s thought for the present day. The great secret of the present recovery is Christ and the assembly. 

DBB  The answer is love is it not? Well the presentation is that He already loved it. Does the presentation bring in the fulness of that love towards the assembly? 

DBR  There is also His present service that “he might sanctify it, purifying it by the washing of water by the word”. That is the present love of Christ, to remove anything that may becloud the beauty. The priests had to wash the inwards of the burnt-offering, not to remove defilement, but to bring out the beauty of what was washed. I think there is a touch here as to that. The constant action of the word amongst us is that our own thoughts might be purified to see the beauty of the assembly. It is altogether like Christ Himself, here is a vessel that corresponds to Him. There is the beauty of Christ and the beauty of the assembly. There is no disparity between Christ and the assembly, or between the assembly and Christ. So He presents her to Himself. The assembly is equal for it, the product of the love of Christ. 

DBB  The servant said, “That is my master!”, Genesis 24: 65. It was not, ‘That is my master’s son’, and it was Isaac that led Rebecca into the tent, and it says he loved her. 

DBR  Just so, he loved her. As we are together on a Lord’s day morning we find the love of Christ is active. We are made conscious of it by the Spirit. In chapter 3 we “know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge”. How wonderful that is. 

APD  Why is it ‘the’ Christ here? 

DBR  Well we know that is generally the One who does things for God. I think too it brings in the beauty of the anointing—the Christ. 

APD  That helps I think, it is marking Him out in a sense as distinctive, is it not? 

DBR  We know it as being in it. In one sense it is beyond knowledge, but you prove it as being in it. You are embraced in it, you prove the value of it, “to know the love of the Christ”. And then as we have also been taught it is a great anchor. Things are proceeding here, it is really eternity, and we find that we have an anchor, the love of Christ. 

APD  That is what sustains us in the presence of the glory. It is an immense thing to be in the presence of the glory of God, but then it seems to me that the love of the Christ sustains us there. 

DBR  Exactly. “Sustain ye me with raisin-cakes”. The sweetness of that love that we have known sustains us there in that great realm. 

APD  We are creature vessels are we not? We will never be anything else. We will have to be sustained eternally, do you not think? 

DBR  Exactly. I think it is important to see that. Some question has been raised as to that great matter, but we will need Christ and the Spirit eternally. Not because of any moral need, but because of the simple fact that we are creatures. 

APD  We have that reference to the Spirit in Revelation, “the fountain of the water of life”, Revelation 21: 6. I think Mr. J. N. Darby said, ‘The mighty spring to maintain us in spiritual freshness throughout the eternal day.’ 

DBR  Yes, that is wonderful is it not? So we will always be man, never beyond a creature, even the assembly is a creature vessel, but the mediatorial economy will subsist eternally. Not to meet need, in a moral sense, but to sustain us in the freshness of the knowledge of God. Is that how you understand it? I think the love of the Christ here is in that line of things. 

WMcC What would be the difference between “love of the Christ” and “love one another as I have loved you”? 

DBR  Well, that brings in a high standard of things. It eliminates the idea of mere sentiment. I think loving one another involves deep affection. I think it involves a settled disposition too. We love the work of God and what is of Christ in one another. I think the fact that we know the love of Christ becomes in a sense the standard of our love for one another. 

APD  Another word that is used is ‘phileo’, meaning that we are loveable. That would be an exercise would it not? It is the love of a settled disposition, but it is something that draws out your love. 

DBR  That is right, it draws out your affections. We can take account of the brethren and what they have gone through for the testimony’s sake. These are all features that would draw out our love for one another. 

APG  Depth comes in here. Would that suggest the love of Christ and depth too in our links with one another? 

DBR  What do you say about the depth? 

APG  Well there are four dimensions here, and in other scriptures there are just three dimensions, depth is added here. I wondered what you would say about it. 

DBR  Well, “that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints”, then it brings in these dimensions. Where are you when you take account of four dimensions? At the centre. That is where we were this morning. We were at the centre of things. We need to be built up in the importance of these occasions. We are there, right at the centre, to take account of the length and breadth and depth and height. 

APD  You look around at the whole sphere of glory from the centre. 

DBR  From the centre. That is exactly what I thought. And as being there we are sustained by the love of the Christ, and no doubt by the power of the Holy Spirit. Then there is this wonderful matter, “to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen”. I have often said that “the assembly in Christ Jesus” is not only the vessel of response, it is the vessel of residence where God dwells. 

APD  In meetings in New York, I think, you said that in Ephesians 1 the assembly is the complement of Christ; in chapter 5 she is His helpmate; and in chapter 3 the assembly is God’s residence. 

RMcC I was just going to ask what it means “that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God”. Could you open that up a little please? 

DBR  The assembly is a creature vessel but it has this capacity. No other family will have this capacity. There will be other families in eternity, both in the heaven and on the earth. It will be a relative position, all will be related to God in the way in which God has been known by them. But the assembly is in the full shining of the revelation of God in Christ, and there is a full answer in the assembly in Christ Jesus to that revelation. So that I think being filled even to all the fulness of God is that the assembly, that vessel, has the capacity as such to be filled even to the fulness of the way God has been revealed in Christ. A wonderful thought. I think the fulness of God here involves the full scope of revelation. 

HTF  I wondered if the depth shows that this is a spiritual realm. If it was three dimensions it might be on the earth but this is a difference, a ministry where it is spiritual matters alone that hold. 

DBR  Just so and I think it brings out the wonderful capacity. It is a Spirit filled vessel, and has the capacity to be filled even to all the fulness of God, and to bring in the response that that requires. I understand that is the fulness of revelation, God known as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It would connect with 1 Corinthians 15, “God may be all in all” (1 Corinthians 15: 28). That is the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (J. N. Darby ‘Collected Writings’ Vol. 32, p.274). That is God as we know Him. It is the fulness of revelation. 
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Scripture references

Song of Solomon 2:4-5 (JND) [4] He hath brought me to the house of wine, And his banner over me is love. [5] Sustain ye me with raisin-cakes, Refresh me with apples; For I am sick of love.

2 Corinthians 5:14-17 (JND) [14] For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died; [15] and he died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised. [16] So that *we* henceforth know no one according to flesh; but if even we have known Christ according to flesh, yet now we know [him thus] no longer. [17] So if any one [be] in Christ, [there is] a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new:

Ephesians 5:25-27 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it, [26] in order that he might sanctify it, purifying [it] by the washing of water by [the] word, [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless.

Ephesians 3:19-21 (JND) [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God. [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

2 Corinthians 5 (JND) [1] For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. [2] For indeed in this we groan, ardently desiring to have put on our house which [is] from heaven; [3] if indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked. …

Ephesians 5 (JND) [1] Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children, [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. [3] But fornication and all uncleanness or unbridled lust, let it not be even named among you, as it becomes saints; …

Hebrews 2:11 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,

Song of Solomon 1:2 (JND) [2] Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth; For thy love is better than wine.

Song of Solomon 1:4 (JND) [4] Draw me, we will run after thee! The king hath brought me into his chambers We will be glad and rejoice in thee, We will remember thy love more than wine. They love thee uprightly.

John 2 (JND) [1] And on the third day a marriage took place in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. [2] And Jesus also, and his disciples, were invited to the marriage. [3] And wine being deficient, the mother of Jesus says to him, They have no wine. …

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

2 Corinthians 5 (JND) [1] For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. [2] For indeed in this we groan, ardently desiring to have put on our house which [is] from heaven; [3] if indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked. …

Ruth 3:9 (JND) [9] And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am Ruth, thy handmaid: spread thy skirt over thy handmaid; for thou hast the right of redemption.

1 Corinthians 11:24 (JND) [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me.

Genesis 24:65 (JND) [65] And she had said to the servant, Who is the man that is walking in the fields to meet us? And the servant said, That is my master! Then she took the veil, and covered herself.

Revelation 21:6 (JND) [6] And he said to me, It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to him that thirsts of the fountain of the water of life freely.

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Corinthians 15:28 (JND) [28] But when all things shall have been brought into subjection to him, then the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection to him who put all things in subjection to him, that God may be all in all.)



EXTRACTS

After the wall was built he gave his brother Hanani with Hananiah charge over Jerusalem. Hanani is commended as a faithful man, he was a man who loved. That is the kind of thing, a faithful man set over the city by his brother. The government of the city is thus provided for in faithfulness, and however few the inhabitants now, it is yet to be fully inhabited. A great thought, dear brethren, it stimulates one to think of it. Even in the days of Hezekiah, when the Assyrians came up to attack the Israelites, and asked how many riders he could put on horses, it was only a few. But however few I cannot afford to be other than an inhabitant of Jerusalem; we cannot afford to be anything less than that, but according to this book the people preferred the country. In Nehemiah 11, verse 1, we read, “And the princes of the people dwelt in Jerusalem; and the rest of the people cast lots, to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem, the holy city, and nine parts in the cities”. This is an appeal as to who will avail himself of the opportunity to dwell in Jerusalem instead of living in the country. I am not intimating, beloved brethren, that those in the suburbs round Belfast or any other city are in view here, but it may be taken as an illustration. The Lord, we are told, after He rose from the dead, went after two persons who were going away from Jerusalem. Jerusalem was indeed the wicked city that I have spoken of, but still God had not given it up—in the mind of God it was still Jerusalem, and the apostles were enjoined to stay there until they were endued with power from on high. And here were two persons moving away from it. Mark tells us they were going into the country; generally speaking living in the country is not conducive to spirituality. The city is the place of exercise, where God specially sets His testimony, however wicked the city is. It is what we see in Elisha, after all his experiences he comes to Samaria, he goes to Carmel, then to Samaria where the evil was concentrated. That is the principle, that is how the assembly is set here. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 38, p.284) 

Christianity consists, I think, in two things—on the one hand man’s complete deliverance from all that to which he is in bondage by reason of sin, and on the other hand the formation of new relationships and of the affections which are suited to those relationships. I have no doubt at all that there is many a believer in Christ, as Lord, who knows very little indeed about the true power of Christianity. I want to bring before you these two things—first, the emancipation of the man (who is very much in the position naturally of a bond slave, whom grace comes in to set free), and then the formation of new relationships and of the affections suited to them. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 20, p.3)
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Scripture references

Nehemiah 11:1 (JND) [1] And the princes of the people dwelt in Jerusalem; and the rest of the people cast lots, to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem, the holy city, and nine parts in the cities.
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