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“KEEP THY HEART”




John Laurie

Proverbs 4: 23

         There must be something especially
important about what is mentioned in this verse concerning our hearts, if we
are counselled to “Keep thy heart more than anything that is guarded”.  It is very evident that we have a valuable
possession that has to be protected and looked after.  God has a great interest in the hearts of the saints.  I have no doubt that most of us are fairly
diligent in protecting other things.  We
might protect our toys, our games, our cars and our houses.  None of these will go into eternity for the
eternal satisfaction of God’s heart. 
The affections of the saints will contribute to the praise and delight
of what there is for God eternally, which is part of the importance of our
hearts.  God seeks to possess them for
His own delight.  He seeks to fill them.


         There is a very great deal said in
the Scriptures about our hearts.  I
think any one diligent in pursuing the subject will find that there are several
hundred references to our hearts in Scripture; but there are a few references
to God’s heart.  It is a remarkable
thing that God should be said to have a heart. 
God is not a man; God is a Spirit, and yet there are many physical
characteristics of men that are spoken of by God about Himself.  Think of God graciously using language which
we understand so that we might grasp certain thoughts regarding the knowledge
of Himself.  He speaks about His eyes,
His hands, His feet, and He speaks about His heart.  God’s heart is towards us. 
That is a wonderful thing.  The
apostle Paul says God is for us and he also says, “If God be for us, who
against us?”, Rom 8: 31.  What a
precious thing that is.  Think of the
affections of God being towards the saints, enriching us and blessing us with
knowledge of Himself.

         Many things will not go into eternity
but the preciousness of the knowledge of God will.  Things written in the hearts of the saints are written there
indelibly by the Spirit of God.  We have
hearts that are so conditioned that they can take on impressions; they can be
written upon by the Spirit of God.  We
were reminded earlier that whatever is formed by the Spirit of God is in itself
perfect.  Perhaps there is much more to
be done and written in my heart.  I can
only seek to be a quicker learner; that my heart might be more available to the
Holy Spirit, in view of what He would desire to write there in permanent record
according to His own skilful work. 
There is a fineness about the Spirit’s work that yields such pleasure to
the Persons of the Godhead.

         At the time when Solomon completed
the house of Jehovah he spoke to God and God answered him.  In 2 Chronicles, we have a record of that
particular occasion.  God said, “Now
mine eyes shall be open, and mine ears attentive to the prayer made in this
place; for I have now chosen and hallowed this house, that my name may be there
for ever; and mine eyes and my heart shall be there perpetually”, 7: 15,
16.  What a beautiful reference.  God’s eyes and God’s heart were perpetually
focussed upon His house.  I have no
doubt that was in a certain sense in answer to Solomon’s appeal in intercession
before God.  Solomon sought that, on
account of His house, God would have regard for the people.  If they should fail, then he desired that God
might graciously bring them back.  

         My own impression is that God’s eyes
and God’s heart were also focussed upon His house because the ark was
there.  Think of the delight of God in
His own beloved Son.  Think of the heart
of God finding such delight in the place that Christ has before Him and will
have eternally.  The One who came here
to express the love of God, did so fully, by going into death.  What suffering was involved for the Lord
Jesus while bearing our guilt and resolving every requirement of God’s will,
then going into the depths of death and being buried.  He was raised again by the mighty power of God.  He was raised by the glory of the Father.  He is seated at God’s right hand.  That is not only an evidence that God has
set Him there because of His perfect delight and total satisfaction with all
the work that Christ has accomplished. 
I think it is also an evidence of the delight that the Father has in the
Son Himself; that He has put Him in that place at His own right hand.

         The saints will share Christ’s throne, but no one else shares that
place at the Father’s right hand; it is for Christ alone.  He has a unique place in the Father’s
affections.  Think of the Father’s eye
and heart focussed, I might say with the greatest reverence and with the
greatest delight, on His own beloved Son. 
Christ will be the centre of that vast universe of bliss.  It will be characterised by breadth and
length and depth and height; but Paul then says, “and to know the love of the
Christ”, Eph 3: 19.  That seems like the
anchorage point at the very heart of the universe.  God’s eye and heart perpetually focussed on His own beloved
Son.  We have a place in the heart of
God and His affections too.  I feel
justified in saying that because we are told that God has shone in our
hearts.  Why did He shine in my
heart?  Was it to show the wickedness
that was there?  That has undoubtedly been
one effect of the light shining in, because light exposes.  It is not stated as the reason for God
shining in our hearts.  He “has shone in
our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ”, 2 Cor 4: 6.  It
all radiates from the face of Jesus Christ. 
God’s delight is bound up with Christ and with what has been formed in the
saints, which speaks to Him of Christ. 
He has shone into our hearts that they too may be illuminated with the
blessed knowledge of Himself made known in Christ.  What a wonderful thing!

         Think of God opening our hearts by
shining in there.  God is able to
perform things in the hearts of the saints. 
He is able to transform a stony heart. 
That is one effect of divine grace; “where sin abounded grace has
overabounded”, Rom 5: 20.  Grace brings
about a transforming effect.  How
wonderful the effects of God’s grace in the hearts of believers!  Where there might have been resistance and
opposition we have the blessed transforming effect of grace.  Sin brings about deformity.  Knowledge might inform, but grace transforms.  It changes the
heart, and through the operations of divine love and the service of the blessed
Spirit it is brought into accord with the thoughts of God; that God should find
His pleasure in what is formed there which speaks to Himself of Christ.  I like that beautiful reference to God’s
eyes and heart being perpetually there, 2 Chron 7: 16.  The house was destroyed, and you might ask
therefore how God’s eyes and heart could be said to be perpetually there, but I
think it is a reference to the delight God has in Christ because the house was
the place where the ark was put.  It was
the resting place for the ark.  God’s
resting place is in Christ and in all that delights His heart and will do
eternally because of Him.

         We are told to keep our hearts.  There is wonderful potential in the hearts
of the saints for God.  It would appear
as if damage might be incurred through lack of doing so.  The heart can soon be led away by other
things.  I doubt if anyone in the room
today needs me to tell them that.  If we
are in any way honest with ourselves, we very well know that our hearts are so
easily led astray, and there is an urgent need that we should keep our hearts,
guard them, protect them and hold them. 
We sometimes sing that verse,

         Hold our hearts, O Lord, we pray
Thee,

                            (Hymn 127).

Do
you ever feel the need of that?  Do you
ever ask the Lord to hold your heart? 
Think of the Lord listening to Solomon calling out to Him to hold their
hearts, as it were.  You may feel at
times distressed in your heart. 
Scripture goes as far as to speak of a broken heart, Ps 34: 18.  You may feel so thoroughly distressed, you
hardly know what to do or to whom you may turn, or what course of action you
may next enter upon.  Ask the Lord to
hold your heart.  He has an interest in
your heart.  He so loves us that He has
given Himself to win our hearts for Him. 
How He desires that our affections might be held for Himself.

         The heart speaks of the affections of
the saints.  It is not just a literal
functioning member of the natural body that may pump blood around.  It is viewed in Scripture as having a
spiritual significance; otherwise there would be no relevance in speaking of
the eyes of our hearts.  We have the
capability because of the affection represented there to have our hearts opened
to see things.  The human heart in
itself has no capacity to do that.  The
heart that has been operated upon by God has the capacity to be opened up to
see the heavenly things that are being revealed.  How precious that is.  Think
of God granting me that great capacity within that I have something that is
going into eternity, formed of God; and able to see the heavenly things, to
treasure the knowledge of God through the affection that God has generated
there and through the service of the Holy Spirit: “the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit”, Rom 5: 5.  I have no doubt a consequence of that would be that there ought
to be no room in the heart for anything else. 
If there is a dark corner in my heart then the expression “shed abroad”
does not appear to have had the result which would be in the mind of the Spirit
for me.  “Shed abroad” would involve
that the heart is to be fully filled with the preciousness of the knowledge and
joy of the love of God.

          “God has sent out the Spirit of His Son into our hearts”,
Gal 4: 6; that is a wonderful thing. 
There are three subjects that greatly interest me in relation to divine
things: love, life and relationship. 
God so loves us that He has operated to bring us to the conscious
knowledge of His own precious love.  God
is love; that is His blessed nature. 
John says, “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved
us”, 1 John 4: 10.  John would say in
effect, I will give you an explanation if you would like to know what love is,
well herein is love: “not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his
Son a propitiation for our sins”.  Do
you know what that has involved? 
Amongst other things it has involved the clearance of the guilt that put
me under the sentence of death.  That is
wherein life comes into view, love and life enjoyed because the sentence of
death has been removed.  Christ has gone
into death for me.  Now I have the life
of the One who died for me.  

         What a blessed thing life in Christ
Jesus is.  Through what Christ has
wrought, I have been brought into relationship with God.  How wonderful the relationships that have
been opened up in Christianity, amongst the brethren of Christ.  That is not any particular or exclusive
sect: may we be free from any such thought in order to value and appreciate
everyone who belongs to the body of Christ. 
They have a place in the heart of the Lord Jesus and thus they ought to
have in my heart.  We are encouraged to
pray for all the saints.  They have a
great place in the affections of the Lord Jesus.  Soon every lover of Him will hear His blessed voice; the dead in
Christ will be raised and we shall all be changed.  We will all be brought into conformity to Christ.  What a wonderful thing to be brought into
the eternal enjoyment of such blessed conditions where we shall be forever with
the Lord, to be like Him and to be for Him. 
You will not need to guard your heart then; you will not need to keep it
any more, for there will be nothing but Christ to fill it.  There are plenty other things to fill it
now: that is why you need to keep it now. 
We will be held in full and eternal blessedness through being filled in
our affections with Christ.  Nothing
will ever arise to mar our joy or detract from it.  There will forever be the blessedness of all that is to be known
and experienced where Jesus is.  

         As one of the Lord’s servants has
quoted: ‘In eternity, nothing is either past or to come but only subsists’, JND
Collected Writings vol. 7: 13.  Nothing will be lost that has been
formed, for all will subsist.  I do not
doubt but that we will forever enjoy fresh impressions of Christ in all His
blessedness.  Could I be in the presence
of the Lord Jesus and never have any fresh appeal to my affections or any fresh
sense of joy pour into my heart?  Surely
full eternal joy will be in the blessedness of Christ’s presence.  These relationships that we have been brought
into perhaps reach their highest setting in sonship before the Father.  The Father has sent the Spirit of His Son
into our hearts, which is not just a nominal relationship, or merely a term
that is used in Scripture: it is something very real.  It has been said many times that someone may adopt a child but no
one can ever impart their spirit to the child, but God has done that.  He has sent the Spirit of His Son into our
hearts so that the very consciousness of sonship with all the liberty that it
implies, and the dignity of the relationship before God, might be real
experiences to every one of us.  Think
of the blessedness of the relationship of the assembly to Christ.  What joy for the heart of the Lord
Jesus!  Relationships have a very great
place in the divine system of things, if I could speak of it as such.  

         If you care to observe some of the
sad features of the enemy’s work you will find that he has methodically set
himself to destroy every possible relationship that he could, whether it be the
marriage bond, family links or other happy relations between persons.  What sorrowful things have intruded into the
normality of what should apply to relationships.  God preserves His own thoughts, however, and will never give them
up.  God said through the prophet, “My
counsel shall stand”, Isa 46: 10.  God’s
counsel stands and He has the ability because of who He is to fulfil His
will.  The will of God is not just an
arbitrary thing that He will most certainly fulfil, because He has the power
and ability to do so, but His pleasure is bound up with His will.  The two words in Scripture are at times
interchanged - compare Psalm 40: 8 and Hebrews 10: 7.  God’s good pleasure is in the heart of the Lord Jesus.  Think of the Lord Jesus with a perfect understanding
of God’s will.  It could be said
prophetically of Him, “thy law is within my heart”, Ps 40: 8.  It was treasured there in the heart of the
Lord Jesus according to that prophetic word as He came to fulfil the will of
God.  It is not said there that God’s
righteousness was hidden in His heart, nor His loving-kindness and truth.  These things were brought out into
expression by the Lord Jesus.  They have
been made known and expressed in the blessedness of all that has shone out from
the heart of the Lord Jesus.  We have
learned of God through Him.  

         I have touched on quite a variety of
things but all this seems to enter into the importance of keeping our
hearts.  There is such a potential there
for God that we surely need to protect and keep our hearts more than anything
that is kept.  “Keep thy heart more than
anything that is guarded; for out of it are the issues of life”; that is a
beautiful thought.  The issues of life
emerge from the heart of the believer as wrought upon by God.  What belongs to the life and enjoyment of
the heavenly family proceeds from the hearts and affections of the saints as a
consequence of what God has implanted there. 
The counsels of God form a principal part of Paul’s teaching.  Lydia had a heart that was opened by the
Lord to attend to the things spoken by Paul. 
She invited Paul into her home; such was her interest and affection in
relation to the scope of Paul’s teaching that she sought to absorb these things
and hold her house in relation to them, Acts 16: 14, 15.  What a wonderful thing to have a heart
opened to take in something of the counsels of God.  

         There are great distinctive lines of
teaching in Scripture.  Paul’s
particular line is connected with the counsels of God.  Peter’s is connected with the promises of
God and John’s with the love of God, although we must not be restricted in our
thoughts about any.  There are many
others that we could touch upon but these are interesting subjects to get an
outline of.  God has so much to fill our
hearts with.  No wonder at times we may
feel as if our hearts fail us.  I often
feel unable to take in the vastness and wealth of all that is in view.  There is a scripture which comforts me,
however, where John says, “God is greater than our heart”, 1 John 3: 20.  We learn that God is greater than our hearts
and He is able to sustain and hold them. 
Some of the older brethren may feel that their memories are beginning to
fail.  It is a comfort and encouragement
that the Spirit of God has not exactly written things in our memories, for they
may fail.  He has written them indelibly
in our hearts and what is there of God will never fail, but go into
eternity.  We might forget about things
here but the work of God implanted in our souls will abide throughout eternity.

         God is able to protect our
inheritance.  That is a thought that
arises in the Old Testament.  The
psalmist may have felt at one point that he was unable to care for his own
inheritance and protect it.  God is able
to protect the portion of our hearts and our inheritance, “thou maintainest my
lot”, Ps 16: 5.  He is able to hold
things for us.  He will preserve His own
work because His glory is bound up with it. 
God is glorified in what He has wrought.  He is glorified by His own works.  The psalm indicates, “All thy works shall praise thee”, Ps 145:
10.  God will be honoured, praised and
glorified by what He has wrought and we may say how great is the area in the
hearts of the saints where God has wrought.  


         He has wrought in creation but all
things are to be made new. The new creation work will go into eternity and that
is bound up with what has been wrought in the hearts of the saints.  We do not have the full scope of new
creation yet but we do have elements of it already.  What is formed in the hearts of the saints is a new creation work
in old creation vessels.  Soon the
vessels are to be changed and made suitable to house the work that has already
begun.  The whole realm will be brought
into entire complacency with the mind and thoughts of God.  The new creation sphere where all will
subsist in perfect blessedness according to God’s own mind, will answer to His
own affections and be for His praise.

         The word is of all importance.  It is important to the young and to the old
that we keep our hearts continually and hold them in view of Christ having His
true place.  May there be no part of our
hearts given up to the transient things of life or to the moral corruption of
things in this world.  May they be held
for the Lord Jesus and for the pleasure of our God.  May He keep us in the enjoyment of His own blessed love in view
of His glory.

Witney

12th October
2013
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RECOVERY



Paul A Gray

Genesis 1: 1-3

Mark 1: 1

Ephesians 2: 11-22; 3: 20-21

         We had a word in the gospel in
Linlithgow recently as to the matter of recovery, and that subject has been in
my mind since then.  I wanted to speak
about some of the features of recovery and its results, and the first thing to
notice is that the creation as we know it is a work of recovery.  “In the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth.”  We know from Isaiah
that, “not as waste did he create it: he formed it to be inhabited”, Is 45:
18.  However, something came about after
the “beginning” that brought in disruption, so that the word here says, “And
the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep”.  What God had originally created had been
altered, and He comes in, in order to set things right.  The first feature of this recovery is that
“God said, Let there be light.  And
there was light”.  I believe that light
is a leading feature in the work of recovery. 
It may be said sometimes that the light has been recovered to us, but I
would rather say that we have been recovered to the light.  The light that shone in Christ has never
changed, it has never altered.  The
scripture uses the expression, as the brethren know, “as the truth is in
Jesus”, Eph 4: 21.  How could that ever
have altered?  It has not, but through
God's mercy, believers have been recovered to what shone in its pristine glory
and has been maintained through centuries of time by the Holy Spirit.  For, if we can see the truth in Jesus
objectively, so the Spirit has maintained it subjectively in the hearts of
those lovers of Christ who have been there even in the darkest of times when there
was little outwardly responsive to God. 
You think of the hymn written by Bernard of Clairvaux, who was born in
the 11th century, (a time that is sometimes spoken of as the Dark
Ages), when he could write, 

         Jesus! the very thought of Thee 

                 
With sweetness fills the breast

                                  (Hymn 279)

The
light was there, and there was one to take account of it.  That same hymn-writer wrote another hymn -
It is not in the hymn book that we use - but he speaks of the Lord,

         Thy countenance transcendent - 

                 
O life-creating Sun

         To
worlds on Thee dependent! -

                 
Was bruised and spit upon.

The
light was shining in his soul, and I simply say that because the light has
remained constant whatever the outward circumstances of Christendom might have
been, but God has worked in recovery to bring persons back to it.  So light is a feature of John's ministry for
the last days, the Lord as the Light of the world, and then in his epistle,
“But if we walk in the light as he is in the light,” - that is God - “we
have fellowship with one another” (1 John 1: 7); so recovery in relation to
fellowship requires the acknowledgement of the light of the Christian
dispensation, light as to Christ and the assembly, light as to Christ glorified,
a Man at God's right hand and the Spirit here. 
God's work in recovery, you might say, begins with the light, and
conditions are created thereby in which life can subsist.  As we have been taught, on the first day we
get light, on the second atmosphere, on the third food, on the fourth
rule.  And these are the conditions into
which life can be introduced, first in its variety on the fifth day, and then
man, the top-stone of God's creation, on the sixth.  God has in mind to produce a result for Himself.

         When we come to Mark's gospel, I just
read the first verse and want to touch on it because Mark himself was a
recovered man.  He went away and then he
came back, serviceable for the ministry. 
Again many will know what has been said: that Mark departed in the
sunshine of the Acts and was recovered in the gloom of 2 Timothy.  Why is that said?  Because God works in recovery even in the darkest of days.  He is able for it.  And what is the feature of recovery that is drawn attention to
here?  Recovery draws attention to
Christ, not to the person recovered. 
Mark begins, “Beginning of the glad tidings of Jesus Christ, Son of
God”.  He does not spend time speaking
about what a poor person he was, and about all the things he did that were
wrong; he points immediately to Christ. 
Think also of Peter.  You could
say of Peter that he was a recovered man, and did he speak about his own
failings?  No, but he recognises them in
what he says as to the Lord Jesus, “who when reviled, reviled not again; when
suffering, threatened not; but gave himself over into the hands of him who
judges righteously”, 1 Pet 2: 23.  As a
recovered man, he was able to judge that in which he himself had failed, rather
than speak about it.  He spoke about
Christ as the Model who has been left for us that we “should follow in His
steps”, v 21.  So Mark also draws
attention to Christ.  You look through
the gospel according to Mark.  There are
certain features of it, but one in particular I draw attention to is that Mark
regularly draws out where there is unbelief, because I think unbelief militates
against recovery, and that is why Mark speaks so strongly about it.  Even at the end it says of the Lord that He
“reproached them with their unbelief and hardness of heart”, Mark 16: 14.  I reproach myself because sometimes I pray
for recovery, and I pray perhaps because I think I ought to do so, rather than
because I truly believe that the Lord is able for it.  What is He not able for? 
“With men it is impossible,” the Lord says, “but not with God; for all
things are possible with God”, Mark 10: 27. 
Think of what the Lord has done. 
God's Man has brought about, in righteousness, conditions in which God
can recover the whole of mankind to Himself. 
Now not all accept it; as was rightly said earlier in this meeting, we
have to come in alone.  Not all accept
it, but we have been taught, that the whole world stands provisionally
reconciled to God on account of what Christ has done.  So God is righteous: “God was in Christ, reconciling the world to
himself” (2 Cor 5: 19), and He is righteous so to do in the light of the glad
tidings of Jesus Christ, Son of God.

         I go on to Ephesians because a
further feature of recovery, I believe, is that of reconciliation, and that is
what comes in here.  Now, if we look at
what we may regard as impossible, who would have thought that there was any
possibility of reconciliation between Jew and Gentile?  It says of the Christ whose blood has been
shed, “For he is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down
the middle wall of enclosure”.  What
recovery has been made possible by the cross! 
The things that stand between one person and another were dealt with at
the cross.  They were all dealt with
there, washed away in the blood of Christ, all the features of the man that
offended taken away by the Man in whom there was no offence.  “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for
us, that we might become God's righteousness in him”, 2 Cor 5: 21.  The work of the cross is a wonderful
thing.  The hymn-writer says,

         O the cross of Christ is wondrous!

                 
There I learn God's heart to me;

         Midst
the silent, deep'ning darkness,

                  
“God is light” I also see.

                               (Hymn 212)

When
that darkness obtained, when darkness covered the land from the sixth to the
ninth hour, yet '“God is light” I also see'. 
The darkness there was impenetrable as Christ suffered at the hands of a
holy and sin-hating God, and yet what a light dawned upon man as a result of
the death, the blood-shedding, the burial and the resurrection of Christ.  What a light dawned on man, and that light
has not stopped shining.  The work of
the cross takes away the features that prevent reconciliation from taking
place.  What are these features?  Well, we cannot go over them all but they
include pride: that went at the cross. 
You think of the offering of the red heifer, including as it does the
cedar-wood, the pride of man, the scarlet, anything that would magnify, and the
hyssop, that sense of humility on which we might come to lean too heavily.  They are all cast into the burning.  They go; they do not have a place; they are
all finished at the cross.  And the
learning of the Gentiles against the religious standing of the Jew all goes at
the cross.  You think of the inscription
on the cross in Hebrew, Greek and Latin letters.  The Greeks with their education, the Jews with their religious
standing, the Romans with their military might, all went at the cross.  So what stood between man and his God was
dealt with, but also what stood between man and man was dealt with there, “that
he might form the two in himself into one new man, making peace”.  The Lord says in Matthew's gospel, “Blessed
the peace-makers”, (Matt 5: 9), and He knew what it would cost them to make
that peace that would allow the two to be formed into one new man, “having by
it slain the enmity”.  The enmity was
not put aside or stayed for a while: it was put out of sight; it was slain.  So that is what God does, and that is what
God is able to do, and there is what He produces.

         Well, there is access, of course: I
do not go into the detail, but there is access through Christ and by one Spirit
to the Father in order that there might be privilege and response, and there is
“a habitation of God in the Spirit”. 
Why is that?  Because God's house
is here and it is available in order that the gospel might go out so that more
might be secured for this place of blessing. 
It is not reserved just for a few. 
God has all in mind, “a habitation of God in the Spirit”.  If you look at Luke's gospel chapters 14 and
15 you see the house of God in operation, and Christ in His place: “Give place
to this man” (chap 14: 9), and “my house may be filled”, v 23.  Luke 14 and 15 deal with the house of God in
its operation in view of securing persons in response to God.  “A habitation of God in the Spirit” has in
mind that there is a dwelling-place for God from which this message of recovery
and blessing can go out, but the great end is “to him be glory in the assembly
in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages.  Amen”. 
Every true heart has found its place in the assembly, and I use that in
its broadest sense as including all believers who have the Spirit.  Every true heart would acknowledge that he
or she is a recovered person, brought back. 
Mr Darby has an impression of that,

         Father, Thy sovereign love has sought

        
Captives to sin, gone far from Thee;

                                 (Hymn 87).

         I thought of reading about David who
recovered all and brought all back, 1 Sam 30: 19, 20.  He recovered everything then he brought it back and made it
serviceable to God.  Christ has
recovered all and brought all back, and what He has secured as a result is glory
to God “in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of
ages.  Amen”.  Well, may we be encouraged. 
For His Name's sake.

Edinburgh

17th December 2013




Scripture references

Genesis 1:1-3 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light.

Mark 1:1 (JND) [1] Beginning of the glad tidings of Jesus Christ, Son of God;

Ephesians 2:11-22 (JND) [11] Wherefore remember that *ye*, once nations in [the] flesh, who [are] called uncircumcision by that called circumcision in [the] flesh done with the hand; [12] that ye were at that time without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: [13] but now in Christ Jesus *ye* who once were afar off are become nigh by the blood of the Christ. [14] For *he* is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of enclosure, [15] having annulled the enmity in his flesh, the law of commandments in ordinances, that he might form the two in himself into one new man, making peace; [16] and might reconcile both in one body to God by the cross, having by it slain the enmity; [17] and, coming, he has preached the glad tidings of peace to you who [were] afar off, and [the glad tidings of] peace to those [who were] nigh. [18] For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father. [19] So then ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God, [20] being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the corner-stone, [21] in whom all [the] building fitted together increases to a holy temple in the Lord; [22] in whom *ye* also are built together for a habitation of God in [the] Spirit.

Ephesians 3:20-21 (JND) [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Isaiah 45:18 (JND) [18] For thus saith Jehovah who created the heavens, God himself who formed the earth and made it, he who established it, not as waste did he create it: he formed it to be inhabited: I [am] Jehovah, and there is none else.

Ephesians 4:21 (JND) [21] if ye have heard him and been instructed in him according as [the] truth is in Jesus;

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

1 Peter 2:23 (JND) [23] who, [when] reviled, reviled not again; [when] suffering, threatened not; but gave [himself] over into the hands of him who judges righteously;

Mark 16:14 (JND) [14] Afterwards as they lay at table he was manifested to the eleven, and reproached [them with] their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who had seen him risen.

Mark 10:27 (JND) [27] But Jesus looking on them says, With men it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God.

2 Corinthians 5:19 (JND) [19] how that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences; and putting in us the word of that reconciliation.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Matthew 5:9 (JND) [9] Blessed the peace-makers, for *they* shall be called sons of God.

Luke 14 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, as he went into the house of one of the rulers, [who was] of the Pharisees, to eat bread on [the] sabbath, that *they* were watching him. [2] And behold, there was a certain dropsical [man] before him. [3] And Jesus answering spoke unto the doctors of the law and Pharisees, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath? …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

1 Samuel 30:19-20 (JND) [19] And there was nothing missed by them, neither small nor great, neither sons nor daughters, neither spoil nor anything that they had taken: David brought all back. [20] And David took all the flocks and the herds, [which] they drove before the other cattle, and said, This is David's spoil.



FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE



Robert Taylor

Colossians 1: 3-5 (to “heavens”)

1 Thessalonians 1: 2-4

Ephesians 1: 15-16

         These scriptures refer to faith, hope
and love.  Paul calls them “these three
things” (1 Cor 13: 13) and they are often grouped together in Paul’s writings.  He writes of them in most epistles and as I
have said he frequently groups them together as if they are like the fabric of
the believer.  Without them you are not
a believer.  It says, “without faith it
is impossible to please” God, Heb 11: 6. 
God has given them to us, and each one of them increases as it is used.  The more you exercise your faith the more
you will grow, and Paul is writing like that. 
He says “praying for you, having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus,
and the love which ye have towards all the saints, on account of the hope
...”.  You see how they are linked
together there; you cannot really have one without the other, or, at least,
that would not be a full idea.  But they
are grouped, and they are all working together.  Galatians says, “faith working through love” (chap 5: 6), and
hope could not work without faith; they are “a threefold cord ... not quickly
broken”.  Ecclesiastes 4: 12 speaks of
that.  They are bound together; they
give structure and strength to the believer in his pathway.

         Well, Paul is saying here
“continually when praying for you, having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus”,
a beautiful touch.  Men today,
especially politicians, have faith in themselves, and what a ruin it brings,
and we have found that in ourselves.  If
you have faith in yourself you do not get very far.  You may get a very good deal very quickly, and it collapses; it
has no structure, you see; there is no strength and no stability to it.  They are in Christ Jesus, the anointed Man
that the Father has found His delight in: “faith in Christ Jesus”.  Where else could you have it?  Could you have faith in this world?  Even in your possessions?  They all pass so quickly, but “faith in
Christ Jesus”, it is like the rock on which the building goes up.  The man dug deep (Luke 6: 48), and maybe the
Lord would encourage us to dig a bit deeper and find the rock, “faith in Christ
Jesus”.  He is the Man whom God has
anointed and placed as the great centre of Christianity, God's beloved
Son.  Early in our lives we are brought
to have faith in Christ Jesus.  Some may
say they do not have faith for it; well, it is because of who their faith is
in: they have got their eye off Christ, but it is “faith in Christ Jesus”.  Some, alas, their faith has waned; as I say,
these things grow by using, and they shrink by not using.  That is very obvious: if we look at our own
histories we will find that.  We get
discouraged, our faith wanes, and we do not grow in our souls.  But these are like seeds that grow in good
soil, faith, hope and love; well, it is “in Christ Jesus” and that can never be
shaken.  

         If people say they do not have faith
for the pathway, it shows a lack of confidence in Christ.  Did you doubt when you felt your need as a
sinner, to put your trust in Him?   No,
you came to trust Him, and that is part of our pathway.  That is Abraham’s life in contrast to
Lot’s.  Lot went a bit on the way, but
it came to a point when he saw in the well -watered plains, something that
attracted him away, and he went “as far as Sodom”, Gen 13: 10, 12.  And what faith he had - for he must have had
faith at one time - waned, and he had to be dragged out of that city, chap 19:
16.  Abraham was on the same path, but
it says, he “believed God” (Rom 4: 3): he had faith.  He said to Lot, 'I will stay where I am, I will take whatever you
do not want'; there was a man of faith. 
The Scriptures speak of “the obedience of faith” (Rom 16: 26); it has to
be used.  I would encourage us tonight,
dear brethren, as the Lord becomes increasingly precious to us, our faith grows
and His beauties will shine the brighter in our paths.  So it says, “the love which ye have towards
all the saints”: that is a step of faith. 
There is much you may see in the saints that is not loveable, but faith
would guide you to look past that and to see that they are God’s own
possession, God’s property.  He
purchased them: so you have love “towards all the saints”.

         And here is another reason, you
cannot have one without the other, “on account of the hope which is laid up for
you”.  Well, dear brethren, what a hope
it is, what a hope!  As I say, most of
us have felt at times it has waned in our lives.  We become discouraged; there are many whom we know who are like
that.  I spoke to one some time ago; he
said that was all in the past.  He had
been a bright friend and believer, but that was all past, it all became a
passing tale.  You know, Christ can
become that to you.  It is a very
interesting thing that the ark was in the house of a man, and it says, “the
time was long”, 1 Sam 7: 2.  It was
brought to another man’s house and he was blessed immediately (2 Sam 6: 12); he
had faith.  The Spirit of God says that
about the time it was in that the first house, “the time was long”.  It was not that it was not there; maybe we
know Him, but is it current with us? 
That man had lost his hope, but hope comes; it says, “on account of the
hope” in a glorified Saviour, and that is something that is always testing us,
the hope of what is before us.  It casts
us on keeping our links with Christ fresh. 
It involves being used; it is not historical.  Hope is not yet fully accomplished, but what a hope it is: we get
touches of it.  We were previously
speaking about the Spirit; He is the power for the enjoyment of these things,
for the filling out of them, that we may be kept in the living joy and
expectation.  

         It speaks of these things too in the
Thessalonians, again grouped together. 
It says, “We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of
you at our prayers, remembering unceasingly your work of faith”, it is operative.  It was not operative in Lot, but it was
operative in Abraham.  Well, we are
tested about that.  Light comes to us,
light from God, and the ministry we have had. 
It is held through the work of faith; that means it is put into
practice.  We have had a great deal of
light, dear brethren, and there are exercises coming in and I feel constantly
the danger of not appropriating the light, which is what faith is.  Faith is the substantiation (Heb 11: 1) of
the light that comes to us.  It
enlightens our souls, brings in the hope, and it stimulates love.  And here Paul is encouraging these
Thessalonians.  They are not long
converted, and they are doing the work of faith.  They were not turning back to the worldly principles as the
Galatians did, and the Corinthians did, but the thing was going on.  It was increasing, “your work of faith, and
labour of love, and enduring constancy of hope”.  The thing was stable, there was a threefold cord in these
Thessalonians, and how brightly it goes on in their lives and brings them in
the epistle to the great thought of the rapture, the Lord coming (chap 4:
15-17); what a hope!  It will be a day
beyond all expectation, dear brethren; it will be a time then that we could
never have compassed, but hope has kept us alive, the hope of it, and as I said
we already get touches of it now by the Spirit, “the earnest of our
inheritance”, Eph 1: 14.  It brings in a
touch about hope.  Christ Jesus is our
hope.  It is all centred in Him; so it
can never break down, it can never be unfulfilled; it will all be brought to
its own fruition as it says in chapter 4. 
He shall descend from heaven, with an assembling shout, with archangel’s
voice, and with trump of God, v 16. 
What a time it will be!  And it
says “the dead in Christ shall rise first”, what a comfort then!  “We,
the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air”, and then, perhaps the best bit, “thus we shall be
always with the Lord”: what a touch, what a hope!  What a hope to be enfolded and embraced in our affections, and to
be coming out in the experience of our lives.

         Well, in Ephesians Paul speaks about
these things again, and how much he is ready and able to unfold to these
Ephesians of the greatness of the hope. 
It says “having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which is in you”;
there it is again, “faith in the Lord Jesus”. 
That Man is becoming increasingly precious to believers in their pathway
here.  It says it “is in you”; “faith in
the Lord Jesus which is in you”, working, “and the love which ye have towards
all the saints”.  And then it says, “the
Father of glory, would give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full
knowledge of him, being enlightened in the eyes of your heart, so that ye should
know what is the hope of his calling”. 
I referred to the ministry, and that is what this verse would bring in,
embracing the ministry as to Christ and the assembly.  As I have said already we have had a great deal of light; that is
perhaps not appreciated today.  Well,
dear brethren, these are dangers.  But
Paul was not referring to that here; he was praying “that ye should know what
is the hope of his calling”.  Well, do
we apprehend what our calling is?  Our
calling is a heavenly calling.  Mr Darby
says, 

         What powerful, mighty Voice, so near,


                 
Calls me from earth apart

                       (Spiritual Songs p1)

-
powerful, mighty voice!  It has called
us out from a system of bondage into a system of light that Ephesians makes
much of, the bright shining of that day to be embraced in our affections - your
calling, Eph 4: 4.  That is what Israel
forgot; they forgot their calling.  When
tribulations arose in their life what did they say, “Let us return to Egypt”,
Num 14: 4.  They lost sight of their
calling.  The most of them lost sight of
the heavenly land; they did not appreciate the ministry that Caleb brought, and
what happened?  They fell in the
wilderness, Num 14.  Hebrews tells us
that very thing.  It says, “the word of the
report did not profit them, not being
mixed with faith in those who heard”, chap 4: 2.  Well, we may all hear the same things but unless there is the
operation of these three things, faith, hope and love, we are not getting the
gain of them.  But God’s calling, as I
have said, brings us on to assembly ground. 
Faith, hope and love working bring us on to assembly ground.  We are all part of the assembly, I know, if
we are believers, but assembly ground is something different; it is heavenly in
contrast to being worldly, and that is what Ephesians is bringing us into, that
we “should know what is the hope of his calling”.

         Well, dear brethren, “the riches of
the glory of his inheritance”, and it is our inheritance too: what a hope has
been placed within our reach!  May we be
exercised; I feel the danger of slipping away. 
Paul brings that into his epistles too; in fact he rejoices in these
epistles where I read at seeing faith, hope and love working: may it increase
among us!

         For His Name’s sake.

Kirkcaldy

21st January
2014




Scripture references

Colossians 1:3-5 (JND) [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, [4] having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have towards all the saints, [5] on account of the hope which [is] laid up for you in the heavens; of which ye heard before in the word of the truth of the glad tidings,

1 Thessalonians 1:2-4 (JND) [2] We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you at our prayers, [3] remembering unceasingly your work of faith, and labour of love, and enduring constancy of hope, of our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and Father; [4] knowing, brethren beloved by God, your election.

Ephesians 1:15-16 (JND) [15] Wherefore *I* also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which [is] in you, and the love which [ye have] towards all the saints, [16] do not cease giving thanks for you, making mention [of you] at my prayers,

1 Corinthians 13:13 (JND) [13] And now abide faith, hope, love; these three things; and the greater of these [is] love.

Hebrews 11:6 (JND) [6] But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]. For he that draws near to God must believe that he is, and [that] he is a rewarder of them who seek him out.

Ecclesiastes 4:12 (JND) [12] And if a [man] overpower the one, the two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

Luke 6:48 (JND) [48] He is like a man building a house, who dug and went deep, and laid a foundation on the rock; but a great rain coming, the stream broke upon that house, and could not shake it, for it had been founded on the rock.

Genesis 13:10-12 (JND) [10] And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of the Jordan that it was thoroughly watered, before Jehovah had destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah; as the garden of Jehovah, like the land of Egypt, as one goes to Zoar. [11] And Lot chose for himself all the plain of the Jordan; and Lot went toward the east. And they separated the one from the other: [12] Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan; and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain, and pitched tents as far as Sodom.

Romans 4:3 (JND) [3] for what does the scripture say? And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.

Romans 16:26 (JND) [26] but [which] has now been made manifest, and by prophetic scriptures, according to commandment of the eternal God, made known for obedience of faith to all the nations

1 Samuel 7:2 (JND) [2] And it came to pass, from the day that the ark abode in Kirjath-jearim, that the time was long; for it was twenty years. And all the house of Israel lamented after Jehovah.

2 Samuel 6:12 (JND) [12] And it was told king David, saying, Jehovah has blessed the house of Obed-Edom, and all that is his, because of the ark of God. And David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom into the city of David with joy.

Hebrews 11:1 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen.

Ephesians 1:14 (JND) [14] who is [the] earnest of our inheritance to the redemption of the acquired possession to [the] praise of his glory.

Ephesians 4:4 (JND) [4] [There is] one body and one Spirit, as ye have been also called in one hope of your calling;

Numbers 14:4 (JND) [4] And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return to Egypt.

Numbers 14 (JND) [1] And the whole assembly lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night. [2] And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron; and the whole assembly said to them, Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! or in this wilderness would that we had died! [3] And why is Jehovah bringing us to this land that we may fall by the sword, that our wives and our little ones may become a prey? Is it not better for us to return to Egypt? …



CHRIST IDENTIFYING HIMSELF WITH HIS OWN



Jim D Gray

Matthew 3: 1-3, 5-9, 11, 13-15

Psalm 16: 1-3

Philippians 2: 5-7

         In chapter 2, Matthew refers to the
days in which, “Jesus having been born in Bethlehem”, the magi came to
celebrate His birth.  As we know, it was
possibly a year or two since the birth of Jesus took place, and they find Him
in the house.  Herod and all Jerusalem
were troubled, “and, assembling all the chief priests and scribes … he enquired
of them where the Christ should be born. 
And they said to him, In Bethlehem of Judaea”.  Micah speaks about it, “And thou
Bethlehem, land of Juda, art in no wise the least among the governors of Juda;
for out of thee shall go forth a leader who shall shepherd my people
Israel”,.  The only man who made an
in-depth enquiry was Herod because he hated Christ, hated a rival to his
authority as king, v 1- 7.  Jerusalem
and all with him were troubled, but that was the end of their concerns at this
time we are speaking about here, “Jesus having been born”.  They could tell from the Scriptures where
the Messiah would be born, but it meant nothing more to them.  That was the sad state of affairs in Israel
when the Lord was here.  

         Chapter 3 is about thirty years later;
John the baptist preaching, declares, “Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens
has drawn nigh”.  He speaks about
preparing “the way of the Lord”.  The
great matter with John was repentance and the kingdom of the heavens.  It is quite remarkable that he should
proclaim that!  He is proclaiming a new
dispensation, one in which he himself would not have part.  It does not declare in this section of
Matthew’s gospel what form the kingdom of the heavens would take, but it was
called “the kingdom of the heavens” because the Jews were usually used to
earthly speaking, speaking from Sinai, but now authority was to come from
heaven.  I understand “the kingdom of
the heavens” is really the same as the kingdom of God but from another
aspect.  Someone has said “kingdom of
God” is the generic term (JND Letters vol 3 p 411), but “the kingdom of the
heavens” is another aspect, to stress at this point in time the change of the
place from where authority would come. 
Instead of being from Sinai, it would come from above, and there is One
who is coming in to bring that kingdom in. 
John the baptist announced it. 

         Then there are those who go out from
“Jerusalem, and all Judæa, and all the country round the Jordan, and were
baptised by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins”.  These were sincere persons.  They are putting themselves on a right road
- I will say a bit about that later - the way of repentance; they were genuine
persons.  That is the remnant.

         Now, the Lord Jesus was taking
account of all this.  He did not come in
until later on, but He had taken account of all this.  Then the Pharisees come up, and John the baptist challenges them
as to their sincerity.  Our brother has
been speaking a little about the fact that we do not want to claim anything; we
do not think anything of ourselves as coming from a certain line or a certain
company.  John the baptist says here,
‘Do not claim Abraham for your father’. 
It is not sufficient to claim Abraham for your father.  What is needed is “sincerity and truth”, 1
Cor 5: 8.  There are those who are
confessing their sins in sincerity. 
John says to the others, “Offspring of vipers, who has forewarned you to
flee from the coming wrath?”  They had
taken up a position, but it would appear that John discerned that they were not
real.  Then he says, “I indeed baptise you with water to
repentance, but he that comes after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am
not fit to bear; he shall baptise you
with the Holy Spirit and fire”.  The
Lord Jesus was considering all these things. 
He has not yet entered into it, but then He suddenly comes in, blessed
Man!

         Well, I want to speak at this point
from Psalm 16.  Psalm 16 was actually
filled out in this scripture in Matthew when the Lord comes to be baptised of
John.  He comes in, not claiming
equality with God, but as a blessed Man, a humble Man, a lowly Man, an obedient
Man, the One who had taken a body prepared for Him to do the will of God.  He says, “Preserve me, O God: for I trust in
thee”.  That is the One who was
approaching the Jordan to be baptised by John, and then He says, “Thou my soul
hast said to Jehovah, Thou art the Lord”, that is addressing God as His
Lord.  He says, “my goodness extendeth
not to thee”.  He did not commend
Himself to God.  He has taken a humble
place, the lowest place that could be taken, the very Man.  Then the psalmist says, “To the saints that
are on the earth, and to the excellent thou hast said” - that is Christ who has
said - “In them is all my delight”. 
That is this passage at the Jordan, the Lord Jesus coming in as a humble
Man, lowly Man, One whom the mass of the Jews took no account of: only the ones
who came to John in repentance.  The
Lord took consideration of those persons, persons in the way of repentance and
sincerity, “confessing their sins”.  He
says, “In them is all my delight”.  How
Christ found something here that was to His delight; and in His humility, in
His humbleness, He identifies Himself with them in baptism, not for His sins, but baptism in righteousness.  It has been said when we confess our sins in repentance, we find
Jesus because He is already there, but He is there in righteousness.  That is the blessed Lord.  That is this humble, lowly Man, not
distinguished by the hierarchy, by the Sadducees and the Pharisees, or by
Herod.  They sought to destroy Him.  But this company attracted His attention,
and He says, ‘I want to be part of them’. 
He identifies Himself with them. 
It is very interesting the Lord does not give the lead here in going to
be baptised.  He waits to see what was
taking place and He says, ‘That is the company I wish to be identified with,
repenting persons, persons who confess their sins’.  In His humility He says, ‘I would like to be identified with
them’, and He is the righteous One.  He was
going on to be the Sin-bearer.  That is
later on, but it is still true.  But He
says, “Suffer it now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness”.  He went down into the waters of
baptism.  That is the Lord Jesus
Christ.  

         Dear brethren, let us take Him as an
example, that blessed, lowly Man.  John
says, “comest thou to me?”.  Really Jesus is rejoicing in heart, but He
has come in amongst them to carry their burdens, dear brethren.  The Lord has come in amongst us, as
repenting persons, to carry our burdens, to know something of the sufferings we
are going through.  He comes in as this
lowly Man -  “Preserve me, O God: for I
trust in thee” -  not as claiming
equality, not asserting divine power here, just a lowly Man who says, ‘I want to
be identified with the sufferings of My people’, what they had gone through
under the bondage of another nation, the Romans, for their sins.  He says, ‘I will identify myself with them’.  How the Lord delights to identify Himself
with persons such as that!  Let us be
among them, dear brethren, persons who are repenting and who are on the
way!  Another has said the Lord becomes
a Leader to them, to lead them on the way to those wonderful things “which God
has prepared for them that love him”, 1 Cor 2: 9.  What an outlook, what an outlook He had for them!  The way of repentance was the beginning, the
gateway into life, the gateway into blessing, the gateway into all the
wonderful things that God has prepared for them that love Him, that Christ was
going to secure through His death and His burial, His resurrection and His
glorification.  And then the Spirit of
God would come, and the kingdom of God would be formed down here.  We can read in Acts 7 how authority was
transferred from Jerusalem and the temple to Christ in glory, “the heavens
opened”.  Stephen saw “the heavens
opened”, v 56.  The heavens opened again
in the passage our brother referred to, Christ coming out to meet Saul of
Tarsus. 

         And then in Philippians there is an
exhortation, “For let this mind be in you ...”.  Is it, dear brethren?  Is
that mind in me, the going-down mind?  I
think it is the King James Version that says He “made himself of no
reputation”, v 7.  We have to come to
learn our nothingness.  When we come to
that, we find Christ because He is already there.  If we confess our sins, we find Jesus.  One step in the right direction, and you find God, and you find
Christ, and here this attitude of mind, helped by the Holy Spirit, the “mind …
which was also in Christ Jesus”.  That
was in His flesh and blood condition when He came into humanity in
lowliness.  He “emptied himself, taking
a bondman’s form, taking his place in the likeness of men; and having been
found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death,
and that the death of the cross”, v 7, 8. 
That was the way the Lord was on. 
So we have reference to “always bearing about in the body the dying of
Jesus”, 2 Cor 4: 10.  What a test that
is!  I do not claim to fully understand
it, but the Spirit of God helps in some way in our lives.  

         But is “this mind … which was also in
Christ Jesus” in me?  I say again, when
you come to find your own nothingness, you find Christ because He is already
there.  He has taken the lowest place,
the lowest place, but a place that He
delights in, a place in which He serves and cares for us, a place in which He
can go through the burdens of life with us, sympathise in carrying our cares,
and carrying ourselves, and rejoicing that, basically in us, there has been true
repentance, “repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ”,
Acts 20: 21.  That line of things is
working in the hearts and souls of the brethren, who have received the gift of
the Holy Spirit, so that you can rejoice to be among them in all the lowly
place in the testimony.  The day will
come in the day of display, but that is not the time we are speaking about
here.  It is the day of the testimony in
which there are tests , but there is a blessed lowly Man who has taken a lower
place than any of us to support us and be with us.  

         May the Lord just encourage us for
His Name’s sake!

Edinburgh

22nd April
2014




Scripture references

Matthew 3:1-15 (JND) [1] Now in those days comes John the baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, [2] and saying, Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn nigh. [3] For this is he who has been spoken of through Esaias the prophet, saying, Voice of him that crieth in the wilderness: prepare ye the way of [the] Lord, make straight his paths. [4] And John himself had his garment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins, and his nourishment was locusts and wild honey. [5] Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the country round the Jordan, [6] and were baptised by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. [7] But seeing many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, Offspring of vipers, who has forewarned you to flee from the coming wrath? [8] Produce therefore fruit worthy of repentance. [9] And do not think to say within yourselves, We have Abraham for [our] father; for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children to Abraham. [10] And already the axe is applied to the root of the trees; every tree therefore not producing good fruit is cut down and cast into the fire. [11] *I* indeed baptise you with water to repentance, but he that comes after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not fit to bear; *he* shall baptise you with [the] Holy Spirit and fire; [12] whose winnowing fan [is] in his hand, and he shall thoroughly purge his threshing-floor, and shall gather his wheat into the garner, but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable. …

Psalms 16:1-3 (JND) [1] {Michtam of David.} Preserve me, O God: for I trust in thee. [2] Thou [my soul] hast said to Jehovah, Thou art the Lord: my goodness [extendeth] not to thee; [3] To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent [thou hast said], In them is all my delight.

Philippians 2:5-7 (JND) [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus; [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men;

1 Corinthians 5:8 (JND) [8] so that let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with leaven of malice and wickedness, but with unleavened [bread] of sincerity and truth.

Psalms 16 (JND) [1] {Michtam of David.} Preserve me, O God: for I trust in thee. [2] Thou [my soul] hast said to Jehovah, Thou art the Lord: my goodness [extendeth] not to thee; [3] To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent [thou hast said], In them is all my delight. …

Psalms 16 (JND) [1] {Michtam of David.} Preserve me, O God: for I trust in thee. [2] Thou [my soul] hast said to Jehovah, Thou art the Lord: my goodness [extendeth] not to thee; [3] To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent [thou hast said], In them is all my delight. …

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

Acts 7 (JND) [1] And the high priest said, Are these things then so? [2] And he said, Brethren and fathers, hearken. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, [3] and said to him, Go out of thy land and out of thy kindred, and come into the land which I will shew thee. …

2 Corinthians 4:10 (JND) [10] always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body;

Acts 20:21 (JND) [21] testifying to both Jews and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.



READY FOR THE LORD’S COMING



David McFarlane

John 14: 1-3

         We recently visited an aged brother
at a care home, and such a wonderful visit we had with him!  He spoke of the coming of the Lord and
quoted Thessalonians.  I was just struck
by that and thought, 'Am I ready for the Lord to come?'.  He was: you could see it as we spoke.  He was very bright and it was encouraging,
to me at least, to see a brother who was over 90 so confident and able to say
without any doubt that the Lord is coming. 


         I thought that was a challenge to
myself, especially, and maybe to the brethren, to have a sense of what the Lord
says here, “Let not your heart be troubled”. 
It was a time when the disciples knew He was going to leave, and He
speaks to them to comfort them.  Am I in
a right position in this life?  Am I
comfortable?  I have to wonder about
that.  Is my life easy enough as it is,
so that I am not concerned whether I am ready to be in the presence of the
Lord?  He speaks of the Father’s house:
the Father’s house is our home.  The
Lord  says, “In my Father’s house there
are many abodes”.  I was impressed with
the hymn that we began with.  It says, 

         Soon shall we see Thee as Thou art

                       (Hymn 47).

Is that not
a wonderful prospect for the believer? 
Of course, we should be concerned about the way we live and things in
the world, but should we not be more concerned with the coming of the
Lord?  If He tarries, yet we will meet
Him in the air; and that is what our brother said.  It was such a wonderful uplifting time for me.  I just thought the exercise should be, at
least on my side, to be more concerned about the Lord’s coming.

         And there is no doubt.  He says, “I go to prepare you a place; and
if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again”.  It says of the disciples in the first
chapter of Acts, “as they were gazing into heaven … two men … said, … This
Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, shall thus come in the manner
in which ye have beheld him going into heaven”, v 10, 11.  That was a comfort to the disciples and
should be a comfort to us.  It is the
Lord’s word.  He is faithful; so He
says, “I am coming again”.  We should be
clear of conscience, and our affections should be stirred to the point where we
would desire the Lord to come.  We would
desire the Lord to come to us.  We know
that He comes to us, but He says, “I am coming again and shall receive you to
myself”.  So He wants us to be there
with Him.  Is that not a wonderful
thing, to be with the Lord of glory, the One who came and gave Himself for you
and for me at the cross, and took on all my sins, so that God has said He will
not remember them any more, Jer 31: 34; Heb 8: 12?  My sins are forgiven.  I
should be at rest in His presence.  Am I
ready? 

         That is my exercise, dear brethren,
just to touch our hearts as to the matter of the Lord coming.  He says, “I am coming again and shall
receive you to myself”.  Am I
happy?  I should be happy.  I will be joyful.  It should be a comfort to me to know that the Lord is coming
again, and we can trust in His word. 
His word is faithful.  He says,
“that where I am ye also may be”.  So we
again remember that He went into death for us. 
It was something that He did considering for His own and, as a result of
that, He has us in His heart, and He wants us to be with Him.  “I go to prepare you a place; and if I go
and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to
myself, that where I am ye also may be”. 


         This is just a thought, dear
brethren, to encourage our hearts together that we should not be settling down
here.  Abraham waited for a city; he
could see the foundations of another city and another world, Heb 11: 10.  

         May it be so, for His Name’s
sake!   

Edinburgh

7th January 2014




Scripture references

John 14:1-3 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

Jeremiah 31:34 (JND) [34] And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know Jehovah; for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith Jehovah: for I will pardon their iniquity, and their sin will I remember no more.

Hebrews 8:12 (JND) [12] Because I will be merciful to their unrighteousnesses, and their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more.

Hebrews 11:10 (JND) [10] for he waited for the city which has foundations, of which God is [the] artificer and constructor.



“TO MYSELF”



David J Hutson

John 14: 3

         I am sure we are affected by what our
brother has said as to the prospect that is before us.  How soon it may be!  It has been suggested, although I must say
it is not so in my case, that we should waken every day thinking, 'Is it going
to be today?'.  The imminence of it,
beloved, has been the hope of the saints through the centuries, and we are
nearer to that blessed time than ever we have been.  

         But what has struck me, and has often
impressed me in this scripture that our beloved brother has referred to is what
the Lord Jesus says, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself”.  Brethren know that I have often said that
two words in a section of scripture can make all the difference.  It would have been very blessed if He had
said, ‘I am coming again and shall receive you that where I am ye also may be’,
but He adds “shall receive you to myself”.  Although John does not give us the light of the assembly and the
body of Christ as Paul does, I would suggest that receiving us to Himself is
more than just simply a matter of place. 
He does speak of place.  He says,
“I go to prepare you a place”, but we have often been reminded that the
preparation of the place is by His being
there, and how wonderful that as He is there, He would receive us to Himself. 

         I just suggest that it has an allusion
to the place the assembly will have, although the truth of that is not
developed in John’s gospel.  Yet it must
ever have been on the Lord’s heart for He was about to deliver Himself up for
the assembly so that in due course He might “present the assembly to himself
glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things”, Eph 5: 27.  Surely when He presents it to Himself, He
will receive it to Himself.  How
wonderful this is, the blessed, holy intimacy of the place that is ours as with
Him!  It is not only - I say ‘not only’
carefully as related to Him - there in relationship to Him, as His kindred as
He speaks of His own in this gospel, His brethren, but being brought to
Himself.  It seems to me that it involves
something very close and intimate, “receive you to myself”.  

         How wonderful what is before us is,
but we should think not only of what is before us, but think of what it
will be for Him, and as we think of what it will be for Him, it will
affect us in our path and service and testimony here so that in what is here at
the present time in the light of the assembly, and in the light of the body of
Christ, there should be even now something for His own heart, as there will be
in its fulness in that day when He presents it to Himself glorious.  

         I suggest these things, beloved, as
coming freshly to mind.  What a
difference these two words “to myself” make: the intimacy, the wonder of it,
something which is really beyond the natural mind to comprehend, as it speaks
of “the two shall be one”, Eph 5: 31. 
Wonderful things, beloved, are before us, but they are to affect us now
in our testimony, and above all that there might be in our assembly service
that which is for Himself in anticipation of that glorious day.  In His Name! 

Edinburgh

7th January 2014




Scripture references

John 14:3 (JND) [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

Ephesians 5:27 (JND) [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless.

Ephesians 5:31 (JND) [31] Because of this a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall be united to his wife, and the two shall be one flesh.



CLOTHING THAT GOD MAKES



David C Brown

Genesis 3: 21; 37: 3

         It is quite a remarkable scene we
have in Genesis chapter 3.  Rightly, we
often make an application of it as to what there was that God was looking
forward to in the righteousness that we should be clothed in.  But I was thinking of it, firstly, in a
literal way.  In the earlier chapters we
have seen the glory of God, the glory of One who could say, “Let there be
light.  And there was light”, chap 1: 3,
4.  Before that there is the majesty of
One who created the heavens and the earth, and there is a history of the
grandeur of God’s operations in creation in chapter 1.  We would be affected as we think of the
majesty, the glory that belongs to God, God, the Almighty.  We have these titles referred to, El, and
Elohim, ‘the Supreme’, and other titles that are drawn to our attention at the
beginning, Gen 1: 1, note.  How majestic
He is!  Then we have His counsel and His
operations that there should be what is brought in for His pleasure in man, and
Satan’s intrusion on that; how it must have affected the heart of God!  He knew what was to be before it took
place.  He was not therefore disappointed,
but there must have been feelings akin to what we have when we are disappointed:
He was grieved when He saw what sin had done in intruding in His newly formed
universe, and these persons, these two guilty persons - and guilty Satan too -
worthy to be immediately cast into judgment. 
And here He is, Jehovah Elohim, and what is He doing?  He is making them clothes.  Think of that!  The God of glory is here, literally
- we take it spiritually, but just think of it literally!  What a God we have that He would take the
time to make clothes; He would see the need. 
Adam and Eve would go out of Eden. 
I do not think it is fanciful to say they would notice a change in
temperature as they went out of Eden. 
All would have been according to His mind, suitable conditions in Eden,
but they would have to go out; and before they go out, God takes the time to
make clothes for them, and not just to make the clothes for them but to put
them on them.  I am just affected by
what a God we have, and His interest in you and me, and the things that He has
provided for us, and the detail of them. 


         Now we see, of course, in all this the grandeur of what is in
His mind, what there would be that God would have.  He is going to have persons who go out from being in His presence,
not under judgment but clothed in Christ. 
He is giving some inkling here that what there is that is to be secured
for His pleasure is to be secured by means of sacrifice.  How great the divine thought!  We can apply this to persons clothed in the worth
of Christ, that they are going to be suitable for God, and they are going to
take a place in the testimony in that way. 
How great the divine thoughts are! 
But the One who has these great divine thoughts was prepared to take the
time to make clothes for two guilty sinners. 


         How things are to be worked out, we
get in this reference in Genesis 37. 
What is notable - what I had not really noticed before until it was
drawn to my attention in something I was reading - is that Jacob “made him a
vest of many colours”.  I knew well
enough he had given Joseph one, but Jacob made it.  Jacob “made him a vest of many colours”.  That was the delight that Jacob had in this
faithful and beloved son, and I think it gives us just a little impression of
the way in which the Father glorifies the Lord Jesus in making Him “a vest of many colours”.  You can see shades of glory that accrue to the Lord Jesus, and I
think especially we can see them in His pathway here.  Applying this scripture, the Father made them.  The Lord has many glories, and there are
different ways of viewing them.  There
are His moral glories, and the glories of His own Person, and the glory of what
He has won.  But let us just think of what this passage in Genesis conveys
as to the Father’s delight in Christ - the glory Joseph bore that had been made
by the father.  The Father conferred
upon Him glories.  We see it
especially in John’s gospel.  Early on
it says He had “a glory as of an only-begotten with a father”, chap 1: 14.  The Father, in conducting Himself towards
Him in the way that this figure suggests, conferred a glory on Him.  He is giving Him a glory as One who is in
the perfection of a son, “an only-begotten with a father”.  

         It moves on to speak of “the
only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father”, v 18.  Think of the shade of glory that came to the
Lord Jesus when He was received into that place in the Father’s bosom, a
distinctive place taken up in manhood. 
No-one had had it before, something unique and distinctive to Christ,
glorified as the One. who was received into that place in the Father’s
bosom.  It goes on to say, “The Father
loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand” (chap 3: 35), the
Father giving another shade of glory, another colour of glory, to Christ as He
would display His affection to Him, and confer upon Him that right and that
activity as giving all things to be in His hand as the great
Administrator.  How wonderful it is!

         And then in chapter 5 we find again
“the Father loves the Son” (v 20), and again there are glories, but there is
distinction in the glories.  In chapter
3, “The Father loves the Son”, as the note points out, the word for love used
is ‘agapao’, which is the settled disposition of affection that the Father had
for the Son, so that the Lord Jesus has that glory as the One who is in the
settled disposition of the Father’s love. 
But the reference in chapter 5, “the Father loves the Son”, uses the
other word for love, ‘phileo’, the love that is intimate and intense.  There is a different shade of glory attached
to Him, if I could suggest it, “the Father loves the Son”.  Think of the One drawing out the intimate
and intense affection of the Father, and glorified as the One distinctly in
that place.  And then the Father “shews
him all things which he himself does”, v 20. 
This chapter brings out a number of these glories which He has.  How wonderful that there is Someone who has
been given this glory!  The Father “has
given to the Son also to have life in himself”, v 26.  That is another shade of glory. 
“Neither does the Father judge anyone, but has given all judgment to the
Son” (v 22), another glory conferred by the Father.  What an array, a coat of many colours!  What a wonderful display it is!

         We continue in the gospel and how
wonderful it is!  When you come to
chapter 17, the Lord can speak of “the glory which thou hast given me”, v
22.  What a glory it is that the Lord
Jesus has had conferred on Him in that reference, “the glory which thou hast
given me”, perhaps in a distinct way referring to His place in sonship.  But then in this instance the Lord says,
“the glory which thou hast given me I have given them”.  I was thinking of the ark as it went through
the wilderness.  It would be quite a
scene as the children of Israel moved from place to place.  As I understand it, the whole procession
would move on, in various orders, and there in the centre of it the movement of
the tabernacle and all the furnishings of the tabernacle would go forward,
carried by the Levites, covered over in badgers' skin.  The ark was covered in badgers' skins too,
but it was also distinctly covered, covered in blue.  There in the middle would be one shade of blue, Num 4: 4-15.  There was a distinctive glory of the
heavenly Man that was being seen as the ark went through the wilderness.  But then where else would you have seen
blue?  Every one of the children of
Israel had a lace of blue on their clothes. 
That is you; that is you.  As going through the wilderness, as
going through the pathway, yes, He is there, glorious in the distinctiveness of
His heavenly character, the blue; but you have a lace of blue on your clothing
too.  You have something of that feature
of the heavenly Man.  Perhaps you feel
you do not display it very much, but it is there for you to look at.  With a tassel there was a lace of blue (Num
15: 38) for the children of Israel to look at, just to be reminded.  So as we go about our daily tasks, and
whatever we have to do in the wilderness, just be reminded there is a colour
that you have that is the same as the colour that He has.  There is something going through the
wilderness still after His character.  I
trust it is right to apply that to “the glory which thou hast given me I have
given them”; part of that grand array of glory that belongs to the Lord Jesus,
He has given you.  You are clothed, too,
with that thread of blue so that there is some token of the glory that you
belong to when He comes.  And when He
“shall receive you to myself” (John 14: 3) He is receiving you to the place
where you already belong, and that would help us in what our brother has been
saying, to be ready because there is that appreciation that that place is
secured and is yours already.  

         May the Lord bless the word!

Edinburgh

7th January 2014




Scripture references

Genesis 3:21 (JND) [21] And Jehovah Elohim made Adam and his wife coats of skin, and clothed them.

Genesis 37:3 (JND) [3] And Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was son of his old age; and he made him a vest of many colours.

Genesis 3 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? [2] And the woman said to the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; [3] but of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, God has said, Ye shall not eat of it, and ye shall not touch it, lest ye die. …

Genesis 1:1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Genesis 37 (JND) [1] And Jacob dwelt in the land where his father sojourned in the land of Canaan. [2] These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, fed the flock with his brethren; and he was doing service with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives. And Joseph brought to his father an evil report of them. [3] And Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was son of his old age; and he made him a vest of many colours. …

Numbers 4:4-15 (JND) [4] This shall be the service of the sons of Kohath in the tent of meeting: it is most holy. [5] And when the camp setteth forward, Aaron and his sons shall go in, and they shall take down the veil of separation and cover the ark of testimony with it; [6] and shall put thereon a covering of badgers' skin, and shall spread over it a cloth wholly of blue, and shall put its staves [to it]. [7] And upon the table of shewbread they shall spread a cloth of blue; and put thereon the dishes, and the cups, and the bowls, and goblets of the drink-offering; and the continual bread shall be thereon. [8] And they shall spread upon them a cloth of scarlet, and cover it with a covering of badgers' skin, and shall put its staves [to it]. [9] And they shall take a cloth of blue, and cover the candlestick of the light, and its lamps, and its snuffers, and its snuff-trays, and all the oil vessels thereof, wherewith they perform its service; [10] and they shall put it and all the utensils thereof within a covering of badgers' skin, and shall put it upon a pole. [11] And upon the golden altar they shall spread a cloth of blue, and cover it with a covering of badgers' skin, and shall put its staves [to it]. [12] And they shall take all the instruments of service, wherewith they serve in the sanctuary, and put them in a cloth of blue, and cover them with a covering of badgers' skin, and shall put them upon a pole. [13] And they shall cleanse the altar of the ashes, and spread a purple cloth thereon; [14] and they shall put upon it all the utensils thereof, wherewith they perform service about it: the firepans, the forks, and the shovels, and the bowls, all the utensils of the altar; and they shall spread upon it a covering of badgers' skin, and put its staves [to it]. [15] And when Aaron and his sons have ended covering the sanctuary, and all the utensils of the sanctuary, when the camp setteth forward, then afterwards the sons of Kohath shall come to carry it; but they shall not touch the holy things, lest they die. This is what the sons of Kohath have to carry in the tent of meeting.

Numbers 15:38 (JND) [38] Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them tassels on the corners of their garments, throughout their generations, and that they attach to the tassel of the corners a lace of blue;

John 14:3 (JND) [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.
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