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“HIS ASCENT”


J. D. Gray 

1 Kings 10: 4, 5 

I want to speak, dear brethren, about the manner in which Christ ascends to the house of His God. Divine pleasure is seen in a Man ascending into the house of Jehovah. What struck the queen of Sheba here was “his ascent by which he went up to the house of Jehovah”. Our hymn brought that out somewhat, ‘He has Thy presence entered, As Man in heav’n is known’ 

(Hymn 66). I wonder if we have ever considered the glory of this ascent. This woman considered a physical thing; what we consider is not a physical thing, but it is glorious. Christ says, “I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God” (John 20: 17), but there was something prior to that, there is the great matter of redemption. It is not only that He ascends Himself, but there is a company going to ascend with Him. Christ has His own distinctive glory as the ascending One. No other could ascend in that sense; but as going up to the house of His God He is going to take others with Him; we come into that. 

But it struck me somewhat that the ascent involves a moral way also. It begins in redemption. Christ’s glory as the Redeemer, the One who has cleared the liabilities and set the scene to introduce “new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness” (2 Peter 3: 13), so that as coming out of death He is the glorious Victor, the Redeemer. As you make this ascent you see an ever-increasing vista of the glories of this Person and the glories of the system which He has already brought us into and is going to bring us into eternally. Because finality is not yet; finality involves eternal conditions; finality involves the body of glory; finality involves our being suited fully to dwell with Christ eternally. Scripture says, “to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages (Ephesians 3: 21)—that is finality. It is going to be a purpose reached substantially in persons. Christ having His own peculiar place, “and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge” (Ephesians 3: 19)—that is the Person who is ascending. So He comes out from the grave victorious, the great Redeemer, “In whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1: 14)—that is the Person in whom we have redemption, and so you start on the ascent and see something of His glory. 

Then, He is “firstborn from among the dead” (Colossians 1: 18)—what a Person, the firstborn One! He has distinctive glories which attach to Himself as “the last Adam a quickening spirit” (1 Corinthians 15: 45)—that is also in resurrection, breathing into His own the Holy Spirit; He quickens in relation to the life in which He now is. But “firstborn from among the dead” involves there are others with Him and “the second man, out of heaven” (1 Corinthians 15: 47) involves the heavenly race; it is a heavenly race that He is going to lead in to the presence of God. It is a wonderful thing to consider as you make the ascent to see something of the glories that God has conferred on this blessed Person, and God’s delight in Him. He is bringing in, as I said, a “new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness” (2 Peter 3: 13) and “the tabernacle of God is with men”, Revelation 21: 3. These things are all related to the finality of the ascent, but as going up you see something of Christ’s glories. 

What it must have been when He ascended through the heavens, principalities and authorities made subject to Him! Then there is a glorious vessel alongside of Him, able to take her place in relation to His headship. He is going in as “minister of the holy places” (Hebrews 8: 2) too. As going in to the house of His God He is going in to hymn Him, ‘in the midst of the assembly will I hymn thee’ (see Hebrews 2: 12), or “sing thy praises”. He leads you up, but He is leading you up to lead you in, and lead you into an environment of a circle of affections all divine, into the Father’s realm; that is where He is leading. He is leading to where He has gone. “I go to prepare you a place” (John 14: 2)—the place is prepared because He is there, but think of His work as laying the basis of the ascent and bringing us in with Himself, “Such as the heavenly one, such also the heavenly ones” (1 Corinthians 15: 48)—He is working out in us a moral result in conformity to Himself. We shall be conformed to the image of God’s Son; that is finality, the purpose of God being secured through the work of Christ. What a blessed thing to contemplate! God is not defeated. Everything is working towards the end of the divine purpose, the divine plan, to secure persons in suitability to Christ whom He can lead in to the Father’s house. 

Well, we touch it on Lord’s day morning, but finality is not that. Finality is when He has us in eternal conditions. That is the glory of it; so He says, ‘in the midst of the assembly will I hymn thee’. Think of Christ as the Minister of the sanctuary hymning, controlling the praises, quickening, by the impulse of the Spirit through His own blessed touch, sanctified and consecrated hearts set apart for Christ. Well, that is the glory of this ascent to this house. No wonder it says of the queen of Sheba, “There was no more spirit in her”. It corresponds to what others have said about Ephesians 3, that it is the love of Christ that is the anchor for the soul in a scene that would be almost overwhelming. Those are eternal conditions; that is what this woman touched something of in type, the reality of eternal conditions, “the house of Jehovah”, the house of His God. It is a wonderful thing to contemplate Christ’s God. There is no greater thought of God than that, dear brethren, Christ’s God. It is an apprehension of God that is beyond us, yet He says, “I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”. There is a distinctiveness about Christ in His own relations with His God. That blessed and glorious Man has His own distinctive place as the exalted Man in the divine presence—others like Him, but He is for ever distinctive. That is where He leads and that is the glory of the ascent. 

Our hearts need to be encouraged because we are down here in a testing scene, and God gives you a look from the top, because you need to look from the top at times. You say, ‘Maybe I am not up to this’. No, neither am I. The light we have is one thing, but God is going to bring us into correspondence with the light. It is good to take a look from the top, to see things from the position of a man in Christ, “I know a man in Christ” (2 Corinthians 12: 2); sometimes we do touch that. That man heard things not suited to the lower creation, not suited for communication in the conditions in which we are. So you touch something in your spirit that is beyond expression; that involves ecstasy, but you come back into the area of sobriety. That involves the assessment in moral judgment of anything here that is not in conformity to Christ. So your path is governed by attraction to that blessed Man who occupies the favour of God and who has led you in to touch something of the glories that will be yours eternally. That is true consecration; the heart is filled with Christ, the hands are filled with Christ. Why? Because you know Him, because you have experienced something of His presence; so it sets the heart aglow—that is why Mr. Darby wrote, ‘That way is upward still, Where life and glory are’. He knew what it was to live up there, but he also knew what it was to be down here in the midst of assembly sorrows and pressures and to enter into them in a very feeling way. So also do we enter into one another’s circumstances and feelings, the pressures of the assemblies—some matters pressing on our spirit daily, cares carried in the local assembly. 

How the devil seeks to turn us aside! Oh that our hearts might be stimulated to commit ourselves to this blessed Man who would give us a touch of an upward way; who met us in our degradation, but who established our feet on the divine highway, no longer to be in degradation but to go from glory to glory by the Lord the Spirit. That is the area we have been brought into, dear brethren. Of Solomon’s time scripture says, “there is neither adversary nor evil event” (1 Kings 5: 4), but we are brought by the Spirit into an area where there is the power to judge evil. It is not that it would not arise, but there is power to judge it, so the way is clear to ascend with Christ in relation to things that are related to eternal purposes. May the Lord encourage our hearts, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

1 Kings 10:4-5 (JND) [4] And when the queen of Sheba saw all Solomon's wisdom, and the house that he had built, [5] and the food of his table, and the deportment of his servants, and the order of service of his attendants, and their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up to the house of Jehovah, there was no more spirit in her.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

2 Peter 3:13 (JND) [13] But, according to his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness.

Ephesians 3:21 (JND) [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Ephesians 3:19 (JND) [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God.

Colossians 1:14 (JND) [14] in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins;

Colossians 1:18 (JND) [18] And *he* is the head of the body, the assembly; who is [the] beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that *he* might have the first place in all things:

1 Corinthians 15:45 (JND) [45] Thus also it is written, The first man Adam became a living soul; the last Adam a quickening spirit.

1 Corinthians 15:47 (JND) [47] the first man out of [the] earth, made of dust; the second man, out of heaven.

2 Peter 3:13 (JND) [13] But, according to his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness.

Revelation 21:3 (JND) [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God.

Hebrews 8:2 (JND) [2] minister of the holy places and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord has pitched, [and] not man.

Hebrews 2:12 (JND) [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises.

John 14:2 (JND) [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place;

1 Corinthians 15:48 (JND) [48] Such as he made of dust, such also those made of dust; and such as the heavenly [one], such also the heavenly [ones].

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

2 Corinthians 12:2 (JND) [2] I know a man in Christ, fourteen years ago, (whether in [the] body I know not, or out of the body I know not, God knows;) such [a one] caught up to [the] third heaven.

1 Kings 5:4 (JND) [4] But now Jehovah my God has given me rest on every side: there is neither adversary nor evil event.



THE FRAGRANCE OF CHRIST


R. S. Renton 

Luke 3: 21, 22; 9: 34, 35; John 12: 2, 3 

I would like to link on with what our brother has helpfully indicated, and I might say that the impression has lingered with me of our first hymn on Lord’s day, when we sang hymn 313 speaking of the ‘incense rare’ which ascended to the Father in the life of Jesus— 

‘In Thee all human graces blend, 

And to Thy Father did ascend 

As incense rare; 

Fragrant to Him Thou ever art ...’ 

What incense rare indeed! What a joy to be in the glory realm, and see the Father’s full appreciation of that glorious Man! 

So I thought of these passages. After those hidden eighteen years of which nothing is recorded of the life of Jesus, what it must have been to the heart of the Father to have one Man here, a perfect Man, devoted in every way to the will of God, yielding Him infinite pleasure. 

You will recall that in Leviticus 2 we have the oblation. In that offering there were three ingredients, fine flour, oil and frankincense. Part of the flour and of the oil, but all the frankincense, was burned by the priest on the altar, an offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour. The frankincense, all of which was offered up as a sweet odour, refers to the fragrance in the life of Jesus which ever ascended as a sweet-smelling odour to the heart of God. The greatest test in His holy pathway brought out the greatest fragrance. All this is presented to us in Luke’s gospel. Oh, what it is, beloved brethren, to dwell on that holy life of Jesus! I suppose the Man of the gospels has become our staple food, and as we are occupied with Him, as we see these moral perfections and glories shining out in all their lustre, there is with us an increased desire just to be like Him, as we have just sung in hymn 230. 

‘We wonder at Thy lowly mind, 

And fain would like Thee be’ 

The first line corresponds with Luke’s presentation of the lowly, dependent Man, and as to the second line, beloved brethren, may we all be freshly moved in an occasion like this with the desire just to be more like Jesus. 

So at the end of those eighteen years, according to Luke’s account, we read, “And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven. Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”. This is the Father indicating personally to our Lord Jesus His full approbation and delight. This utterance was made from heaven at the end of those hidden years of which we know nothing, but they are treasured up in the annals of heaven, the Father taking delight in every footstep, as we sing in hymn 119— 

‘Each holy footstep gave Thee fresh delight’. 

There was never a moment during the whole of the pathway of Jesus in which the fragrance of that perfect life did not ascend as incense rare. 

Where we read in Luke 9, Peter was amiss when suggesting the three tabernacles, but there is an intervention where we started to read—“But as he was saying these things, there came a cloud and overshadowed them, and they feared as they entered into the cloud—and there was a voice out of the cloud saying, This is my beloved Son—hear him”. It is “This”, not “Thou” as in Luke 3. The “This” is for others to take account of, and for Peter by way of adjustment, signalising this glorious Person as the One who, in every step, thought and action brought fragrance to the heart of God. “This is my beloved Son—hear him”; that is, He is the One who is to set things on, and we do well in our day to listen to what the Lord Jesus has to say. 

Oh what a delight to come to a meeting like this, or any occasion of gathering, and to hear not exactly the brother’s voice, but to hear that of the Lord Jesus, and the Father’s voice calling attention to Him. If Peter and the others on the holy mount missed the direction to “Hear him”, Mary in the next chapter availed herself of the privilege, as we read, “having sat down at the feet of Jesus (she) was listening to his word”, Luke 10: 39. No greater favour could be afforded us, beloved brethren, than to be found in the same attitude. 

In John 12: 3 we read, “Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment”. What appreciation she must have had of the glory of Christ! What fragrance this act of Mary must have yielded to the Lord Jesus! At a time when wicked men were plotting against Him, a loving and loyal heart was planning how she could minister refreshment and comfort to Him. We read in Psalm 110: 7, “He shall drink of the brook in the way; therefore shall he lift up the head”. May we, in our day, set ourselves unreservedly to allow our affections to be lavished upon Him, so that His heart may be gratified while we are still in a scene which is marked by coldness and indifference to Christ. 

Beloved brethren, I may add, we can affect one another by our expressions, by our attachment to Christ, by what we say, and by what we are. What a joy it would be if we were so occupied with the glory and the fragrance of Christ that we so affect the environment that the whole atmosphere is charged with the fragrance—with the odour of the ointment. The ointment of pure nard of great price is acquired doubtless in the presence of Jesus, acquired too in the Father’s presence, and secured as the Holy Spirit has His own way with us, so that we have the capability as we expend all our affection on Christ so to affect one another that the house is filled with the odour of the ointment. May we be helped therefore in greater appreciation of the Lord Jesus, having an understanding of the Father’s delight in Christ, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Luke 3:21-22 (JND) [21] And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened, [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Luke 9:34-35 (JND) [34] But as he was saying these things, there came a cloud and overshadowed them, and they feared as they entered into the cloud: [35] and there was a voice out of the cloud saying, *This* is my beloved Son: hear him.

John 12:2-3 (JND) [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.

Leviticus 2 (JND) [1] And when any one will present an oblation to Jehovah, his offering shall be of fine flour; and he shall pour oil on it, and put frankincense thereon. [2] And he shall bring it to Aaron's sons, the priests; and he shall take thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof; and the priest shall burn the memorial thereof on the altar, an offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour. [3] And the remainder of the oblation shall be Aaron's and his sons': [it is] most holy of Jehovah's offerings by fire. …

Luke 9 (JND) [1] And having called together the twelve, he gave them power and authority over all demons, and to heal diseases, [2] and sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. [3] And he said to them, Take nothing for the way, neither staff, nor scrip, nor bread, nor money; nor to have two body-coats apiece. …

Luke 3 (JND) [1] Now in the fifteenth year of the government of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod tetrarch of Galilee, and Philip his brother tetrarch of Ituraea and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, [2] in the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, [the] word of God came upon John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness. [3] And he came into all the district round the Jordan, preaching [the] baptism of repentance for [the] remission of sins, …

Luke 10:39 (JND) [39] And she had a sister called Mary, who also, having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word.

John 12:3 (JND) [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.

Psalms 110:7 (JND) [7] He shall drink of the brook in the way; therefore shall he lift up the head.



THE PATTERN OF THE HOUSE


W. Dickson 

1 Chronicles 28: 11, 12 

David gave this pattern to Solomon and I would connect it with what our brother said as to the vast order of things of which Christ is the Centre. It promotes our worship to ponder the blessed fact that God was the One who thought of that system. He thought of it, and He planned it. In Hebrews 11 we are reminded of Abraham waiting for the city “of which God is the artificer and constructor”. That vast system of things of which Christ is the Centre was not devised by man; man could not have planned it; man had not the insight naturally to plan the system of glory of which Christ is the Centre. And so it says that David had “the pattern of all that he had by the Spirit”. David, great man as he was, did not plan the house; he did not lay out the measurements or indicate where the various parts of the temple were to be; he had it all by the Spirit. God, beloved brethren, made the plan, and He has worked by the Spirit throughout the dispensation to bring everything into conformity to that great divine plan. 

So, just to link on with what has been said, at the end of verse 11 first of all it says, “of its upper chambers”; now that is John 20, the upper chambers, that is the ascent by which Solomon went up. Is not that wonderful, beloved brethren? He says, “I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God” (John 20: 17)—that would be the upper chambers. Then it says, “And of its inner chambers”—that is the access; that is Ephesians 2, “For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father” (Ephesians 2: 18); that would be the inner chambers. So there were the upper chambers, the inner chambers, and then “the house of the mercy-seat”. Now that is a most affecting thing, beloved brethren. Our brother spoke of the redemptive work of Christ. 

In this vast order of things that God has planned there is a “house of the mercy-seat”, a shrine for the mercy-seat, as if God would say, ‘In this vast order of things that I have planned, of which Christ is the Centre, there is a shrine for the mercy-seat’. What a reminder there is to us of the blood, the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, in that mercy-seat! (See Ephesians 1: 7). 

Now the treasuries—our brother has already spoken about these treasuries, about John 12, about Mary—what a treasury she was!—that “pound of ointment of pure nard of great price”; what a treasury Mary was. All was to adorn and fill out the divine system with glory and perfection so that we are captivated with the greatness of the Man who fills it for the divine pleasure. Yet, look at that “house of the mercy-seat”, the shrine for the mercy-seat, and gladly sing— 

‘O what a debt we owe 

To Him who shed His blood, 

And cleansed our souls, and gave us power 

To stand before His God!’ (Hymn 303) 

May we be elevated in our minds, beloved brethren, in the grace that has given us a part in this glorious order of things. It is for the Father’s pleasure and delight in His beloved Son. The Lord Jesus is the Centre of that vast world of bliss (See Hymn 11, verse 4). 

Words in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
25 June 1985 

 


Scripture references

1 Chronicles 28:11-12 (JND) [11] And David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the porch, and of its houses, and of its treasuries, and of its upper chambers, and of its inner chambers, and of the house of the mercy-seat; [12] and the pattern of all that he had by the Spirit, of the courts of the house of Jehovah, and of all the chambers round about, for the treasuries of the house of God, and for the treasuries of the dedicated things;

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Ephesians 2 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: …

Ephesians 2:18 (JND) [18] For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father.

Ephesians 1:7 (JND) [7] in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches of his grace;

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …



PRAYER LEADING TO CHANGE


R. Taylor 

Luke 9: 28–30; Daniel 9: 3, 17–23; 12: 12, 13 

I believe one outstanding feature of our heavenly calling is prayer. It has been much blessed in the recovery of the truth; the testimony came into Europe as people were praying, and a very fine assembly developed in Philippi. As we apprehend something of the greatness of our heavenly calling one thing would be that it would drive us to our knees. We may think the things we have been speaking about are almost unreal. You may look on the public breakdown of things today and wonder, How can we enjoy heavenly things? Is it true that we are to enjoy sonship? Is it true that we are to enjoy the best robe and the ring? Paul when he was writing to the Ephesians mentioned twice over that he prayed. I have often wondered about that, that, in the presence of the whole counsel of God, Paul almost says that the entrance into it is by prayer, and I believe that is verily true today. 

I would like to speak of how in praying we should look for change. I am sure it is true that we should not rise from our knees the way we knelt down. I believe if we just tarried for a moment God would lift our view of things. Many persons in Scripture have gone into God very burdened; Hezekiah is one outstanding example; the pressure upon him was so great he hardly knew what to say, he just spread the letter that he had out before God, and God answered. There are many times like that; the burden of things may be so great we hardly know what to say, but God is very ready to come in as we are in that attitude. 

I want to speak first of all about Jesus going up to pray; it says, “he went up into a mountain to pray”, and with Daniel it was a very deliberate thing. We need to have these times when we make room for the change that prayer would effect. I am not just speaking of crying to God in our need; that is open to us at all times; but it says here that Jesus “went up into a mountain to pray”. The Lord encourages the disciples to pray, to “enter into thy chamber … and shut thy door”. That would all make room for the divine answer, the change that God would bring about as we pray. 

Here we have the Man who was here in lowly grace, who took His place in the likeness of men, touching the lepers in all their need; but here we see Him on the mountain—“And as he prayed the fashion of his countenance became different”—what a Man He was! These persons who were on the plain did not exactly see this, but here we come to see something of the Father’s thoughts about Jesus, here is God’s beloved Son. It changes our thoughts about everything when we come to see God’s thoughts about them. Peter, James and John would look on Jesus in a different way after this experience; Peter shows that as he writes his epistle, that divine majesty was here; not Jesus in lowly grace, but divine majesty. What a view to have of Christ! It helps us to realize the reality of what we have been speaking about, that there is a Man, God’s beloved Son, who is able to carry everything through to glory. I can understand Peter and John having confidence in Christ in a new way after this. I am sure this was in Peter’s soul when he said, “for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved”, Acts 4: 12. It was the same Jesus, but they had come to see Him in a different light, and prayer is to help us in the change of view. 

Asaph was very discouraged about the breakdown until he went into the sanctuary, and in the sanctuary he saw things in a different way (Psalm 73: 17); he thought that men who did not love God were prospering, and we may have these thoughts; persons who pay no attention to Christ seem to get on well in the world; they seem too to escape some of the sufferings that the saints go through. Asaph was discouraged about all these things; but as he went into God’s presence he saw that all flesh was as grass; he saw that the wicked were like a leaf that would flourish for a day and soon dry up, but the path of the righteous was going on and brightening until the day be fully come. 

Well, here is the Lord in His glory, once on the plain in all the circumstances of lowliness. 

What a privilege to get a view of Him in His own glory, the centre of all divine thoughts, and the One in whom all divine promises will be given effect. It says whatever promises of God there are, in Him is the yea, and in Him the amen (see 2 Corinthians 1: 20). That is the view they had of Jesus here, His raiment white and effulgent, and the scripture says it was “as he prayed”. You see, prayer makes way for heaven to bring its influence to bear upon us; prayer shuts man out and opens the door for God to come in with the wealth of His thoughts. So what they see in this experience is that there is nobody to be compared with Christ. God is saying here, ‘There is only one Man before Me, and that is My beloved Son’. Peter says about Him that He received from God the Father honour and glory when they were with Him on the holy mountain. 

These things would be to encourage us as to making room for the idea of change in prayer. Daniel had the experience of it. He was in very broken times; he had read, bringing it to our time, the ministry of the recovery, he had read, typically, about Christ and the assembly, but he wondered how it could all be enjoyed, and he bowed his knees in prayer. What a resource! 

He had read about what God would do for His beloved city, but he is saying, All around me is breakdown. He felt he was part of it, felt his responsibility about it, but he laid hold of divine thoughts and promises, and bowed himself in prayer that he might understand how it was possible to enjoy them. He wanted to enjoy sonship; he wanted to enjoy fellowship; he had very few companions there; he wondered how he could work it out, and so he prays to God about it. He owned his part in the breakdown. As we go in to pray, you know, we are made to feel how small we are; we are in the presence of a God who is in heaven and we are mere mortal men in all our weakness, yet God would listen to us as we are in that attitude. 

So Daniel does not give up, he lays hold of the thoughts as being God’s thoughts. I would like to encourage us, brethren, that the recovery is of God; it is not just something that happened in the 1880’s or 1950’s, or 1970’s; the recovery is something that is proceeding from God; it all proceeds from a Man gone into heaven and the blessed Spirit of God having come here to secure a bride for Christ. We need to embrace these thoughts; we are part of a heavenly company, surrounded by forces of evil, hades’ gates all around us. That is the position Daniel was in hades’ gates were active, but he had the faith that they would not prevail. So he set his face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer, and God sees that. God finds delight in praying people; He is quick to answer. He did not change the circumstances, but he gave Daniel a fresh outlook on the circumstances. There will be conditions of public breakdown around until the rapture, but what will be raptured will be a bride for Christ, and we would seek to fill out our part in that wonderful vessel. It may be in reproach today, but Christ is soon to have it in glory. 

Now Daniel would find support as he is praying; he embraces divine thoughts in all their wealth because it is God who has said it; the word of God is to be our stay and strength in these present conditions. God has not changed His thoughts because of the breakdown. He has not said that something less will do because things are very difficult. No, He is saying as we come in prayer, My strength is made perfect in weakness. What is to be secured at the rapture will be a wonderful triumph of the ways of God, that He has secured a vessel that is suited to those heavenly courts above; it has been beset by many foes, but is suited to be at home in glory. Daniel is on his knees and it says, “And whilst I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel”—he felt the responsibility of what was around, and who of us does not feel the confused days that we are in? But Daniel still speaks about “thy city Jerusalem”, and “the holy mountain of my God”. God’s thoughts are going through, dear brethren. So Daniel embraces these thoughts in his prayers. God comes in to strengthen him; it says, “whilst I was yet speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel … touched me about the time of the evening oblation”. Then Gabriel says, “for thou art one greatly beloved”. This is heaven’s estimation of a man in prayer. Daniel did not exactly expect this when he went in to pray; he went in burdened, but he gets some impression of the heavenly calling as he is in there. I believe God is ready to give us a touch like that—a man greatly beloved. Heaven is drawn to persons like this and would show that they can be trusted with divine secrets. I believe that the reason that many people understand things better than I do is because they pray more. Daniel would show us that the way to understand things is to pray about them, not to talk about the breakdown; the more we felt our part in it the less we would talk about it; but let us spread it out to God, dear brethren, and we shall find how ready God is to open our understanding about His thoughts. He says to Isaiah, My ways are not your ways, “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways” (Isaiah 55: 8, 9). 

So as we are praying we are amenable to divine influence, to see how God views things. For God would strengthen His servant; it says earlier in the chapter that Daniel “understood by the books” (Daniel 9: 2), but now he understands through a divine secret in his own soul. It is fine to know things through the Scriptures and the books and from the brethren, but it is finer still to have a secret in your own soul. That is something that Paul had; he went into Corinth, and he hardly knew where to begin his building; he went into that city where there was tremendous confusion, but he had a secret in his soul, that God had said to him, “I have much people in this city”. So when the sorrows came in, did he give up? No, he still laboured to have a chaste virgin to present to Christ; he had a secret in his soul which he received from God. And we need that in present circumstances, dear brethren, that we have a secret that God is seeing His testimony through in spite of hades’ gates. God is ready to confirm us as we make room for these divine visitations. It says in verse 21 that Gabriel was flying swiftly and touched him; that might be a very arresting thing, you know; God may come in to change the line of thought we have to bring us to see things as He sees them. The holy mountain has not changed. What a God He is! He has not only purposed, but He is able to give effect to these purposes in the Man Christ Jesus. I think that is what Daniel comes to see here, that the times are going to go on, but in the midst of all he can find his way. 

At the close of the book he is told, “Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh”; Daniel had a secret in his soul. It was still, we might say, a small meeting, the days were still difficult, but what a word—“But do thou go thy way until the end; and thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days”. Dear brethren, the assembly will be raptured; it will not fade out through people dying off and conditions of weakness; the testimony is going to finish in glory. We shall meet the Lord in the air. What a meeting it will be! What a stay that is for our hearts! Paul brings that in to the Thessalonians to be a comfort to them; in the midst of difficult days he would bring in the light of the Lord’s coming. We shall not be taken away because things are too difficult, but we shall be caught up because the Lord is wanting to have His assembly for Himself in suited surroundings. The vessel that has been a comfort to His heart, those two or three in a place holding faithfully to the testimony, who have been a comfort to His heart in the time of His rejection, to them He says, I want you now to be in My surroundings. He wants to have us in suited surroundings to enjoy His love. 

Well, what a word it is to Daniel—“Go thy way until the end; and thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days”. May we, be helped to go from these meetings strengthened, like Daniel. Next week, perhaps, back in testing surroundings, with pressures to be faced in households and localities. May these words be used to strengthen our knees and to lift up the hands that hang down. May we have Daniel’s secret treasured in our souls, that we may be enabled to take up our heavenly calling and function as sons for God’s eternal pleasure, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Gothenburg, Sweden
3 August 1985 

 


Scripture references

Luke 9:28-30 (JND) [28] And it came to pass after these words, about eight days, that taking Peter and John and James he went up into a mountain to pray. [29] And as he prayed the fashion of his countenance became different and his raiment white [and] effulgent. [30] And lo, two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elias,

Daniel 9:3-23 (JND) [3] And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes; [4] and I prayed unto Jehovah my God, and made my confession, and said, Alas Lord! the great and terrible God, keeping covenant and loving-kindness with them that love him, and that keep his commandments: [5] we have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even turning aside from thy commandments and from thine ordinances. [6] And we have not hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, who spoke in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. [7] Thine, O Lord, is the righteousness, but unto us confusion of face, as at this day, to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, in all the countries whither thou hast driven them, because of their unfaithfulness in which they have been unfaithful against thee. [8] O Lord, unto us is confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee. [9] With the Lord our God are mercies and pardons, for we have rebelled against him; [10] and we have not hearkened unto the voice of Jehovah our God, to walk in his laws, which he set before us through his servants the prophets. [11] And all Israel have transgressed thy law, even turning aside so as not to listen unto thy voice. And the curse hath been poured out upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God: for we have sinned against him. [12] And he hath performed his words, which he spoke against us, and against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil; so that there hath not been done under the whole heaven as hath been done upon Jerusalem. [13] As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us; yet we besought not Jehovah our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and understand thy truth. [14] And Jehovah hath watched over the evil, and brought it upon us; for Jehovah our God is righteous in all his works which he hath done; and we have not hearkened unto his voice. …

Daniel 12:12-13 (JND) [12] Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and thirty-five days! [13] But do thou go thy way until the end; and thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

Psalms 73:17 (JND) [17] Until I went into the sanctuaries of God; [then] understood I their end.

2 Corinthians 1:20 (JND) [20] For whatever promises of God [there are], in him is the yea, and in him the amen, for glory to God by us.

Isaiah 55:8-9 (JND) [8] For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith Jehovah. [9] For [as] the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Daniel 9:2 (JND) [2] in the first year of his reign, I Daniel understood by the books that the number of the years, whereof the word of Jehovah came to Jeremiah the prophet, for the accomplishment of the desolations of Jerusalem, was seventy years.



THE BACKGROUND TO A HYMN


The following is the substance of a circular letter written in 1936 by Mr. J. H. Lewis. 

Many enquiries have reached me regarding our dear brethren in Russia. It is with a sorrowing heart that I have to say that the last of the brothers known to me in Leningrad, our aged brother D.O. (Daniel Otsing), has been banished to some far-distant place in the south-east of Russia, bordering on the Chinese frontier. The source of this information, a brother who accompanied our aged brother, now 81 years old, said it was a week and a half’s journey. 

There is yet another brother left. The loss to the few sisters remaining is very great. Our dear brother has been a father to them all for many years, and the Lord has greatly used him. 

Before light reached the gathered saints in Leningrad, our brother had seen the path of separation. He was soon ready to accept the outside place, and link himself with the few gathered to the Lord. During the 1914–1918 war much service for the Lord was carried on, and their numbers increased, and the work of the Lord prospered. From the time of the revolution (1917) until the famine in 1921 there seems to have been a fair amount of liberty to carry on the work of the Lord. When things became very bad in Leningrad through the famine our brother moved to Slobodokaja, in Wjatka province, some hundreds of miles east of Leningrad. Here the Lord used our brother very much, so that before he returned to Leningrad there were meetings in four places. Later, some brethren from Wjatka moved into the province of Tumen in Siberia and commenced to break bread in two villages. Links with these dear brethren were kept up until three of four years ago, but now they are lost to us. Most of them were farmers and presumably they have either fallen victims to collectivism, or been deported. 

There were breakings of bread in nine places in Russia, but as far as we can ascertain they are unable to do this in any place now. The brethren have been scattered in so many directions. 

Our aged brother must feel keenly the apparent break-up of his toil and labour for the Lord. But what is of God will abide. It is refreshing to think of the peace and joy that have marked our brother, coupled with much intelligence in the truth, and a personal knowledge of God. 

The Lord’s return has been much before him for many years, coupled with the response of the Spirit and the bride, “Come”. I venture to give a translation from the German of a hymn written by our brother in 1917. He will need our prayers in his isolation and loneliness, separated as he is from the brethren he loved and served, and even his own sons and daughters. How our aged brother will live I know not, as he is too feeble to work. But the Lord, as in Elijah’s days, has His widows in reserve, and even the ravens, to feed His servants. 

The letter then quoted postcards, dated November 1935, from Mr. Otsing. Perusal of the scriptures he cites gives an affecting insight into his links with God, his fixed purpose and firm hope, the extremities through which he passed, and his love to the saints. 

‘Through God’s grace and love, a new dwelling-place has been found for us. We are in good health, Read 1 Peter 1: 1–9; Acts 27: 1–3; Revelation 1: 9; 22: 20, 21. Hearty greetings to the brethren. Your aged brother. D.O.’ 

‘I am well and happy, reading alone in my room the word of God, and praying for all men, Philippians 2: 20, 21; Daniel 9: 17–19; 2 Corinthians 7: 1; 1 Thessalonians 5: 25, 26. Hearty greetings to all the saints. Your loving brother, D.O.’ 

‘I am in good health, thanks be to God. Read Philippians 1: 21; 2 Corinthians 1: 8, 9. Hearty greetings to all the saints. Your loving brother, D.O.’ 

Mr. Lewis then gave his translation of Daniel Otsing’s hymn (Hymn 131) including the following final verse— 

How sweet is Thy word, “I come quickly”; 

“Amen!” answer Spirit and bride, 

Responsive to love, faithful, holy, 

That never has once turned aside. 

Thy promise is sure, blest Protector, 

‘Not one shall be lost’ is Thy word 

Of the men given Thee by Thy Father; 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, O Lord. 

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 1:1-9 (JND) [1] Peter, apostle of Jesus Christ, to [the] sojourners of [the] dispersion of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, [2] elect according to [the] foreknowledge of God [the] Father, by sanctification of [the] Spirit, unto [the] obedience and sprinkling of [the] blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope through [the] resurrection of Jesus Christ from among [the] dead, [4] to an incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance, reserved in [the] heavens for you, [5] who are kept guarded by [the] power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in [the] last time. [6] Wherein ye exult, for a little while at present, if needed, put to grief by various trials, [7] that the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which perishes, though it be proved by fire, be found to praise and glory and honour in [the] revelation of Jesus Christ: [8] whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom [though] not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with [the] glory, [9] receiving the end of your faith, [the] salvation of [your] souls.

Acts 27:1-3 (JND) [1] But when it had been determined that we should sail to Italy, they delivered up Paul and certain other prisoners to a centurion, by name Julius, of Augustus' company. [2] And going on board a ship of Adramyttium about to navigate by the places along Asia, we set sail, Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. [3] And the next day we arrived at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and suffered him to go to his friends and refresh himself.

Revelation 1:9 (JND) [9] I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus.

Revelation 22:20-21 (JND) [20] He that testifies these things says, Yea, I come quickly. Amen; come, Lord Jesus. [21] The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ [be] with all the saints.

Philippians 2:20-21 (JND) [20] For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on. [21] For all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ.

Daniel 9:17-19 (JND) [17] And now, our God, hearken to the prayer of thy servant, and to his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's sake. [18] Incline thine ear, O my God, and hear; open thine eyes and behold our desolations, and the city that is called by thy name: for we do not present our supplications before thee because of our righteousnesses, but because of thy manifold mercies. [19] Lord, hear! Lord, forgive! Lord, hearken and do! defer not, for thine own sake, O my God! for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.

2 Corinthians 7:1 (JND) [1] Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us purify ourselves from every pollution of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in God's fear.

1 Thessalonians 5:25-26 (JND) [25] Brethren, pray for us. [26] Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss.

Philippians 1:21 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain;

2 Corinthians 1:8-9 (JND) [8] For we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, as to our tribulation which happened [to us] in Asia, that we were excessively pressed beyond [our] power, so as to despair even of living. [9] But we ourselves had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not have our trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead;



HE HAS A WAY


L. G. Milner1

He has a way, when troubles’ billows sweep 

Above my head, which would in tumult keep 

My soul. Yet through, right through, His love’s full strength To peaceful shores and calm, safe brings at length. 

He has a way through devious paths of pain 

To solace give—to bring to me the gain 

Of love that suffered long, endured all grief, 

So efficacious for the heart’s relief. 

He has a way, when mountains towering high 

My path do bar—their shadows hide the sky. 

Yet eagle wings uplift, the mountains flee, 

And in the Sun’s bright warmth His way I see. 

His is the way when tempter seeks to show 

An easier path, a broader way to go. 

No vulture’s eye hath seen, nor lion trod 

The way He leads my raptured soul to God. 

He has a way to lift my soul above 

This sordid scene, to where eternal love 

Is full displayed. There I my heart may fill, 

And in the calm of perfect love be still. 

He has a way, how fruitful this for God, 

The path in which His holy feet have trod. 

He sets my feet where He has been before, 

His strength, His joy, His peace, my lasting store. 

He has a way to make my face to shine, 

Illumined with a love that’s all divine. 

Oh way supreme! The shining of God’s face 

My soul’s deep joy, and my abiding place. 

He is the way, Himself; He is the way 

To all the deeps of God. With Him I may 

Draw near in liberty, yet bowed in awe. 

There in that holy presence to adore. 

Tunbridge Wells




MUSINGS






‘ IT HAS GIVEN ME HOPE’ This was the comment of a drug addict after a conversation with the Princess of Wales (Diana) when she visited a drug clinic in London. She entered feelingly into his history and problems and he said afterwards, ‘It has given me hope that someone like her can care about people like me’. That is an affecting incident, but is it not a little picture of the incomparably greater grace and condescension of our Lord Jesus who went so low to make our burdens His own? Now glorified, He is the same, and all along the Christian path, with the tests, sorrows and temptations which face us in the time of His absence, in the world which has rejected Him. He is near to be confided in. We can tell Him everything and find peace, comfort and joy as we prove afresh the blessedness of His unchanging love and grace, and His personal interest in each one of His own. Like the subject of our incident, we can say it gives us fresh strength and hope that One so great as He cares about us. Peter says, “Having cast all your care upon him, for he cares about you”, 1 Peter 5: 7. 

FCM

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 5:7 (JND) [7] having cast all your care upon him, for he cares about you.



EXTRACTS


AAT A ribbon or token on a sister’s head is proper then? 

JT It seems so, if we pay attention to the words used here (1 Corinthians 11). The Spirit of God uses different words. It is not just that authority is vested in her; the meaning of it is that there is authority above her that she is moving in relation to. The centurion says, “I also am a man under authority”; not that I have it in myself, but that I am under it. Yet he says to this one, Go, and he goes. But, he says, I am under authority. That is, there is another one above him and yet he orders. So that a woman might order her children, but she does it in relation to the authority above her. 

AR It is like a man in a uniform—he has conferred authority. 

JT Quite so; it is graded authority from the general down to the private. The general has authority which he gets from the government, and so on down; only each recognises what is above him ... If we observe the words used here we shall not go far astray. The word ‘covering’ is greater than a bow; it is more extensive in thought. It means you are covered. The word ‘authority’ does not mean that. It may be just a token of a lesser quantity, and yet it indicates the position, as a stripe on an officer’s cuff indicates his authority, his rank. I think verse 10, if you look at it simply, is a token that there is a recognition of authority above, and that gives a woman status. The angels look down and see that that woman is in her place. She is not out of rank. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 67, pp.497–499) 

What we appreciate in Christ will characterize us. The more I appreciate what He is as the heavenly One, the more heavenly I shall be. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Exodus’, p.307) 

I do not believe that a single grace of Christ appears in the saints under the eye of God, or is maintained, apart from prayer. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Leviticus’, p.270)
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …



Notes


	[←1]
	 With Christ 9 March 1958
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