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AWAITING THE LORD’S COMING


Song of Songs 2:16,17 (to “away”); 4:6,7;  

1 Thessalonians 1:8-10; Titus 2:11-14;  1 John 3:1-3; Revelation 3:11

 

We were speaking earlier of divine activity in connection with the coming of the Lord Jesus – divine anticipation of His coming, indeed.  I desire to say a word now as to what should mark us as anticipating the coming of the Lord Jesus. 

In the Song of Songs we have these two references to which I think we can relate in our experience.  There is a time when the day shall dawn, and the shadows flee away.  What a moment that will be!  

‘What will the sunshine of His glory prove!  

What the unmingled fulness of His love!’ 

(Hymn 213)

That moment – when the day dawns and the shadows flee away – may be immediately upon us.  We know about the shadows.  We do not need to speak about them.  We know about the night – it is all around us.  But there is a moment coming when the day shall dawn and the shadows flee away.  And when the shadows flee away, they will never return.  In man’s world when the day dawns it is for so many hours and then the darkness comes again.  But that will never be the case in divine things.  What a blessed prospect that is, the shadows fleeing away.  That prospect, beloved, is as sure as can be; it is as sure as God’s word.  That day will dawn, and the shadows will flee away.

In the meantime we are receiving from Him, we receive from His hand.  He feeds His flock among the lilies.  That is a blessed thing, the Lord Jesus feeding His flock.  Have you taken your place among the flock, and are you receiving something from Him?  Did you receive something in the earlier meeting?  He feeds His flock among the lilies.  What He provides is always pure and good and attractive.  That service of His will continue until the day dawn, and the shadows flee away.

In the next passage, it is he that is speaking, it is what he will do.  In the first passage we read in the Song of Songs, it is the female speaker whose words are recorded.  As many will know, in this book where there is a reference to “my love”, that is the male speaking or referring to the female.  And where there is a reference to “my beloved”, it is the female speaker referring to or addressing the male.  This is so throughout the book.  In our first passage, it is the female speaking, and in the second, he is speaking.  And he says: “Until the day dawn, and the shadows flee away, I will get me to the mountain of myrrh, And to the hill of frankincense”.  You think of the fragrance that is found in the Lord Jesus.  Think of the fragrance that God found in Him.  How blessed was that pathway of His!  But the myrrh not only suggests fragrance, it also suggests suffering.  That is the way the fragrance is produced.  

I just wanted to leave this touch on our souls before we go further, that the greatest blessings we have, and the greatest prospects that we have before us immediately, are all based on the fact that One has suffered.  He has suffered beyond what we could say.  It is a ‘mountain of myrrh’.  Who could measure that?  He says: “I will get me to the mountain of myrrh, And to the hill of frankincense”.  How great were the sufferings of the Lord Jesus.  Oh, beloved, let us return in our affections constantly to the sufferings of Jesus.  It is a foundation for our souls.  

And then you find that the fragrance comes from it.  What fragrance comes from His suffering!  The hymn writer says: 

‘What odours choice He smelled, 

So rich in Thee’  (Hymn 268)  

What fragrance there was in the life of the Lord Jesus.  What fragrance there is in Him now!  Do you find that fragrance?  I am sure we all do.  When there is a touch from the Lord Jesus in our souls, there is something sweet to our senses.  When the brethren speak together, we find there is something sweet to our senses, something that is fragrant.  We appreciate the beauty and the fragrance of that blessed One.  Well, there was a cost that underlies that fragrance.

Going on to the epistle to the Thessalonians, the apostle Paul was writing to these dear believers whom he had only seen for three weeks (Acts 17:2).  They were young in the faith.  It does not mean they were young in age, but they were young in the faith.  That is true of believers today.  We have been reading John’s first epistle at home – and I believe the brethren here have been reading it too – and a remark was made that supposing a man eighty years old was converted, he would be a little child in John’s estimation, in the terms that John uses.  He would be young in the faith.  These Thessalonians were young in the faith.  They were growing.  They had suffered persecution because of their faith.  That is a fine way of learning.  But they had not known the Lord for very long.  And here the apostle, in his characteristic way, speaks about what he can commend. He commended much about the Thessalonians.  He was not critical of them.  What he says is that he had come to them and he recalls: “how ye turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to await his Son from the heavens”. Then he adds: “Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath”.  The One we know as Jesus, the Son of God Himself.  

It is a wonderful thing to turn to God from idols.  In the Old Testament, Ephraim says: “What have I to do any more with idols?”, Hos.14:8.  He had experience of having to do with idols, but now he says, ‘What have I to do with idols?’. He had finished with them.  Oh, beloved, how quickly idols can come in our way.  The apostle John says “Children, keep yourselves from idols”, 1 John 5:21.  They can come in any form.  In an affluent society, as we have in the West, there is one great god that men will do anything for – money.  In one sense, it is the god of the world; what an idol money is. 

Other things draw our affections, they take up our time.  It could be something that you may be carrying in your pocket.  I am not being critical of anyone, but you see people and, when they sit down, the first thing they do is to get their phone out and start to spend time looking at it.  They have no time for anyone else.  These things become idols.  Beloved, the apostle says “ye turned to God from idols”.  Let your time be first for the Lord: devote your time first to Him, and be free of idols, be free of anything that would come between your heart and God.  An idol is anything that would come between your heart and the Lord – that is an idol: “ye turned to God from idols.”  

They would not have done that if they had not had the presentation of God first.  You do not turn from idols unless you have something better!  Have you something better than the things that might occupy you naturally?  Have you found something better than that?  Then turn to God from idols, to serve a living and a true God and to await His Son from the heavens.  He is coming from the heavens.  He is not going to be found on the earth, He is coming from the heavens, and we will be caught up to meet Him – we will be caught up from the earth, we will be caught away.  What a blessed moment!  We appreciate Him as our Deliverer from the coming wrath.  What wrath is coming upon the world!  It is said: “but wrath has come upon them to the uttermost”, 1 Thess.2:16.  That should give us an incentive to turn to God from idols.  Jesus is the One who is coming for us, the One whom we are soon going to see.  ‘To see Thee who hast loved us’, we sang (Hymn 200); how precious that is – what a wonderful prospect, to see Jesus.

Well, let us go on to Titus.  Paul is writing to Titus and he speaks about the grace of God.  Has the grace of God come to you?  Of course it has!  Have you recognised it?  Have you recognised God appealing in grace to you?  His appeal goes on.  As long as we are here, the appeal of grace will go on.  The grace of God carries with it salvation for all men.  That is a blessed matter.  You can speak of the grace of God to anybody.  It does not matter how bad they are.  The worst sinner you can think of – the grace of God is available to them.  And when you have been touched by the grace of God, you understand that the ‘worst sinner’ is closer to home than you realised.  What you find in your own heart can be shocking.  Sometimes you come across things arising in your own heart and you think: ‘that is not worthy of a believer’.  

The grace of God has appeared, teaching us certain things.  It teaches us how to live; it teaches us that “having denied impiety and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, and justly, and piously in the present course of things”.  Who is this true of absolutely?  Who was it who in perfect holiness lived soberly and justly and piously here on earth?  There is one blessed Man who set that out in perfection.  And the grace of God has appeared in order that you and I might be found here like Him, like Jesus.  Having denied all that was contrary to Him, He was here soberly.  He had a right assessment of everything, He was never carried away by anything of man, but He lived ‘justly’: perfect justice, even in the face of injustice, marked Him.  And ‘piously’: we see piety in the Lord Jesus, He set it out, He lived by faith.  In every circumstance, He was in relation to God.  That is piety: “soberly, and justly, and piously in the present course of things”.

The believer is to be like Jesus.  How far short we come.  We need the help of the Holy Spirit.  Sometimes we find that we fail again and again.  That is a basic experience of believers.  You read about it in Romans 7, but in chapter 8 you find that the power to go through is found in the Holy Spirit, a divine Person Himself, so that we should be like Jesus morally here.  We are not in perfect conditions.  Things keep arising in our hearts, but we have the power in the Holy Spirit to overcome and to judge such things because we are “awaiting the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ”.  What a title that is - “our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ”.  

And we are awaiting His appearing.  When He appears publicly, everything on the earth will be put right.  In large measure, temptations will be removed when He appears; and it is His appearing that the assembly is waiting for.  We might say that the assembly is waiting to be with Him.  Yes, she is; but her great concern is to see His appearing.  You say, how can that be?  The assembly here is the wife of Christ.  She is His wife, and she resents totally the way the world has treated Him, the way the world has cast Him out.  Do you resent that?  Is it a matter that causes you sorrow?  The assembly resents His rejection by men and she is looking for the time when He will be vindicated here.  This is His scene, the scene where His glory will shine.  And the assembly is looking forward to that time when He will be vindicated.  

The Lord Jesus in all the perfection of His manhood is not looking primarily for His vindication, although He is awaiting the time when everything will be put right for God; but as to Himself, He is waiting for the time when He has His assembly with Him.  The Lord Jesus is awaiting the rapture.  The assembly, while so doing also, is particularly looking for His appearing – “awaiting the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ”.  What a prospect – to see Him, and to see Him in glory!  We will no longer see Him as the stranger here upon earth, rejected and despised of men – although of course no moral feature of His will be lost – but He will never again be despised, but rather accepted by the whole universe which will be conscious of His greatness and will yield glory to Him.  What a day that will be for the earth!  The prophets speak about it.  They could not have had any idea how it would come about – all the violence taken away: “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb … and the calf and the young lion and the fatted beast together, and a little child shall lead them.  And the cow and the she-bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the adder ... They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain”, Isa.11:6-9.  

What a day it will be for the earth.  But today is a greater day.  For today we have the opportunity of maintaining what is for the heart of Christ in a scene that is contrary to Him, where He is rejected.  We can maintain what is for the heart of Christ until He comes.  Beloved, what a great privilege we have!  Until He comes we are “awaiting the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us”.  He gave Himself for us!  I often think of that when I am at the Lord’s supper – “This is my body which is given for you”, Luke 22:19.  Sometimes I think that the Lord is saying to me personally, ‘this is My body which is given for you’.  It is for us, and how personal we can make that.  He “gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all lawlessness, and purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous for good works”.

We see the good works in Him.  The good works were fulfilled in the life of Jesus, and we are to follow in His steps.  As we have read in John’s epistle, we shall actually be like Him: “if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is”.  We have not yet seen Him as He is and we do not know His present condition, it is a heavenly and glorious condition.  But soon we will see Him and when we see Him in the condition in which He is, we shall be like Him.  Let it fill our hearts!  We are going to see the Lord Jesus, we are going to see His face.  We will actually see His face and there will be no sense of fear or strangeness or anything like that, because we will be like Him.  We will even have bodies that will be like His body of glory.  He has the power to bring that about.  Philippians tells us that: “who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of the power which he has even to subdue all things to himself”, Phil.3:21.  Beloved, when we see Him, we shall be like Him: it is a marvellous prospect.

Let us go on to where we read in Revelation.  I feel limited in what I can say, but the brethren appreciate hearing and speaking about the Lord Jesus, and His coming.  I would emphasise these words: “hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”.  The crown speaks of the greatest, most precious and most exalted things and thoughts: “hold fast what thou hast”.  What do you have?  Every one who believes has forgiveness of sins: hold fast to it.  Every one who has faith has been justified: hold fast to that.  We have been given the gift of the Holy Spirit: do not grieve Him (Eph.4:30) or you may lose the power of that wonderful gift.  And we have been given one another: let us hold fast to one another.  The saints are precious in the sight of the Lord.  Let us hold fast what we have.  We have the assembly, we are part of the assembly: let us never relinquish assembly truth.  It is the most precious and exalted thing.  And the Lord Jesus says: “I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast”.  When He comes, will He find us holding fast?  Will He find us treasuring the greatest things that He has made known, heaven’s store, the things that He values so much; will He find us treasuring these things and holding them fast?  Let “no one take thy crown”. 

Beloved, that is my message.  The Lord Jesus is coming, and we rejoice in it.  The brethren rejoiced to sing that hymn at the beginning of this meeting, but it is our privilege in the time until He comes to hold His things precious and not to relinquish any of them at all.  

For His name’s sake.

Address at Edinburgh

17 June 2023

 

Andrew Martin

 

 

 

 


Scripture references

Song of Solomon 2:16-17 (JND) [16] My beloved is mine, and I am his; He feedeth [his flock] among the lilies, [17] Until the day dawn, and the shadows flee away. Turn, my beloved: be thou like a gazelle or a young hart, Upon the mountains of Bether.

1 Thessalonians 1:8-10 (JND) [8] for the word of the Lord sounded out from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith which [is] towards God has gone abroad, so that we have no need to say anything; [9] for they themselves relate concerning us what entering in we had to you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, [10] and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath.

Titus 2:11-14 (JND) [11] For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared, [12] teaching us that, having denied impiety and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, and justly, and piously in the present course of things, [13] awaiting the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ; [14] who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all lawlessness, and purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous for good works.

1 John 3:1-3 (JND) [1] See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called [the] children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not. [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure.

Revelation 3:11 (JND) [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.

Acts 17:2 (JND) [2] And according to Paul's custom he went in among them, and on three sabbaths reasoned with them from the scriptures,

Hosea 14:8 (JND) [8] Ephraim [shall say], What have I to do any more with idols? (I answer [him], and I will observe him.) I am like a green fir-tree. From me is thy fruit found.

Hosea 14:8 (JND) [8] Ephraim [shall say], What have I to do any more with idols? (I answer [him], and I will observe him.) I am like a green fir-tree. From me is thy fruit found.

1 John 5:21 (JND) [21] Children, keep yourselves from idols.

1 John 5:21 (JND) [21] Children, keep yourselves from idols.

1 Thessalonians 2:16 (JND) [16] forbidding us to speak to the nations that they may be saved, that they may fill up their sins always: but wrath has come upon them to the uttermost.

1 Thessalonians 2:16 (JND) [16] forbidding us to speak to the nations that they may be saved, that they may fill up their sins always: but wrath has come upon them to the uttermost.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Isaiah 11:6-9 (JND) [6] The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and the young lion and the fatted beast together, and a little child shall lead them. [7] And the cow and the she-bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. [8] And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the adder, and the weaned child shall put forth its hand to the viper's den. [9] They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea.

Isaiah 11:6-9 (JND) [6] The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and the young lion and the fatted beast together, and a little child shall lead them. [7] And the cow and the she-bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. [8] And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the adder, and the weaned child shall put forth its hand to the viper's den. [9] They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea.

Luke 22:19 (JND) [19] And having taken a loaf, when he had given thanks, he broke [it], and gave [it] to them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

Ephesians 4:30 (JND) [30] And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which ye have been sealed for [the] day of redemption.



RECEIVING IMPRESSIONS OF CHRIST


Genesis 30: 25;  Luke 2: 25-35;  Acts 8: 27-39;  Genesis 24: 56-58

I have read about four persons who received an impression of the Lord Jesus, and whose lives were changed.  That is the objective which God has in the gospel, that lives may be changed.  That is God’s heart.  We have been singing about it, we have been praying about it:

‘The heart of God is love’      (Hymn 59)

The glad tidings are an expression of the heart of God, and they are all about Jesus.  What a wonderful thing it is to lean on the Holy Spirit to receive impressions of the Lord Jesus, and have our hearts changed.  That is what the gospel does.  Think of the way that Paul begins in writing to the Romans: “God’s glad tidings … concerning his Son … Jesus Christ our Lord”, Rom.1:1-4.  That is the gospel.  It comes from God’s heart.  Paul can write to Timothy and speak of God being a “Saviour God, who desires that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth”, 1 Tim.2:4.  That is God’s heart.  And Peter can speak about it too, that God is “not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance”, 2 Pet.3:9.  These references help us to understand a little as to why this dispensation has been such a long one, because God’s heart is set on the salvation of His creature.

A few weeks ago, a dear brother who was preaching spoke about the length of this dispensation of grace and the fact that it has been two thousand years, and he said that it was amazing to him that the dispensation of grace is already one thousand years longer than the millennium will be, when the Lord Jesus will be publicly vindicated on the earth.  But God’s heart is such that He has made this dispensation long so that you might be saved.  What a God!  What a heart He has!  He has so many wonderful attributes, and His nature is love, and His love tonight is towards you in the gospel, and His desire is that you may be saved.  How important it is.  Time is brief.  Five weeks ago today our brother whom the Lord has just taken nearby was preaching in Glasgow, and gave us a wonderful word about the need to take account of matters that are eternal.  Dear friends, we do not know the time.  That is the Lord’s matter.  How essential it is that the eternal destiny of our never-dying souls is settled now through believing on Jesus.

I have read of these four persons who each received an impression of Christ, and their lives were changed.  I love to think about Jacob; what a person he was.  One thing we can say about Jacob is that God loved him: “I have loved Jacob”, Rom.9:13.  God loves you, and He has blessing in mind for you.  I love to think of persons in Scripture like Jacob and Peter and others who failed.  How like me; that has been me.  What a detour Jacob made in his life.  He went to Padan-Aram to get a wife and he stayed there for twenty years and built up a business in which he was successful, but he was really living in the world.  All the time God’s eye was on him.  Then it comes to this moment when Joseph was born: “And it came to pass when Rachel had borne Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, Send me away, that I may go to my place and to my country”.  It does not say what the impression was that he had, but we do know that Joseph was to become a remarkable type of the Lord Jesus.  This was a moment that changed Jacob’s life; it was the beginning of his recovery.  He was now on the way to having deep soul history with God, and he would arrive at Bethel, he was going to his father.  That is what can happen; it can happen for us if we receive an impression of the greatness of Christ – it can change your life.  That is conversion, it changes the direction of your life, and that is what God has in mind.  Jacob moves in such a dignified way now: “Send me away, that I may go to my place and to my country”.  What a remarkable study Jacob is of spiritual progress in a believer, and he becomes a worshipper at the end of his life.  They were his brightest days, he worshipped on the top of his staff, the bed’s head (Heb.11:21; Gen.47:31).  How important it is for the gospel to have that effect on persons, that we become worshippers.  That is what an impression of Christ can do; it can change everything for you and change your life for the better.

In Luke’s gospel, we have the incoming of the Lord Jesus, the wonder of the incarnation.  I love to think of the way that things were so beautifully prepared at the beginning of Luke’s gospel.  What a holy scene it is.  It speaks of persons who were filled with the Holy Spirit and this man Simeon was in the temple, and it says, “he received him into his arms”.  Receiving Jesus is a very important thing because it means we take Him right into our affections.  I am not appealing to your intelligence tonight, although we use our minds, but I am sure God would seek tonight to reach your heart in relation to the greatness of the Lord Jesus.  What an impression Simeon had as to the Lord Jesus: “he received him into his arms”, and then he said the most remarkable things about Jesus: “a light for revelation of the Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel”.  That would be a special mark of Luke’s gospel, the gospel of grace, that the Gentiles would be referred to first.  Then Simeon speaks about the fact that the Lord Jesus was going to suffer, even including a reference to His death: Simeon says to Mary that “even a sword shall go through thine own soul”.  He had all these precious impressions of the Lord Jesus, even though He was just a Babe, and in effect, Simeon said, ‘I cannot stay here any more’.  His life was about to change.  So he says to God, “now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace”.  He could not stay in a world that was going to reject Christ. 

It does not say that the Babe was given back to His mother, although I know that He must have been.  I have an impression that He remained in Simeon’s affections, speaking of divine care; Jesus remained where He was loved.  If you read on in this chapter, it says that His parents sought Him when He was twelve years old, sought Him among their relations and acquaintances but they could not find Him; He was in the temple.  How wonderful!  All we know about the Lord Jesus as a young person is that, at twelve years old, His interests were those of His Father.  His interest was being in the temple.  It says that He was “sitting in the midst of the teachers and hearing them and asking them questions”, Luke 2:46.  I would just say a little word here to our dear young people.  The Lord Jesus is the perfect example, the perfect model for us all.  It is good to have our friends, persons our own age, but at twelve years old the Lord Jesus was interested in persons who were not His own age.  He was interested in older persons and asking them questions.  That is an important thing to do as a young person, to get to the meetings and to spend time with people who have experience with God and can help you to understand the great things of God.  Dear young ones, keep near experienced believers.  It is a great area of safety and protection.  It is an area where you will be helped to grow in your soul.

The pathway of the Lord was so perfect, so wonderful.  It says in the next chapter that “Jesus himself was beginning to be about thirty years old” (Luke 3:23), a perfect, developed manhood.  He comes up from the waters of baptism and He is acclaimed from heaven by the Father.  I read a remark in relation to the fact that Jacob made Joseph a vest of many colours; it was a vest, and the brother’s impression was that it was an undergarment, and those colours were peculiarly for the Father’s enjoyment1.  I would say that in those thirty years of the Lord’s secret life, the Father enjoyed every moment of every day.  That is why He declared His delight in Jesus at the waters of baptism.  Then the Lord began His public service.  What a life, what compression!  He healed all who came to Him, none were turned aside.  Whatever condition it was, the Lord was able for it, however great, however small.  Think of Lazarus dying, and yet the Lord raised him.  He said, “I am the resurrection and the life”, John 11:25.  What a Person, and yet in order to accomplish everything for God, He was going to experience untold suffering and sorrow, “a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief”, Isa.53:3.  I trust that all our hearts tonight may be softened.  

We read earlier today, “knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world”, John 13:1.  How was He going to depart?  He was going to depart by the way of the cross.  What a matter for the Lord Jesus to go that way, not only to suffer at the hands of men but to suffer at the hand of a righteous, sin-hating God.  The scripture says, “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us”, 2 Cor.5:21.  It has been said that He could never become sin, but He was made it.  Jesus was intrinsically holy; when He was born, it speaks of Him as “the holy thing” (Luke 1:35); what a matter to think of the Lord Jesus in those three hours of darkness when He was forsaken by His God.  There was what men did to Him, but then that ceased when the earth was darkened in those three hours of forsaking.  That transaction – what a deep matter.  Thanks be to God that the Lord Jesus exhausted God’s wrath in relation to sin.  Jesus said, “It is finished” (John 19:30): what a Saviour!

If you are labouring under the burden of your sins, that can be settled tonight because the Lord Jesus has met in perfection the judgment that you deserved, and by believing in Him your burden is removed.  He was made sin, and He met that whole matter righteously, and then He died.  Does the death of Jesus affect your heart – the Prince of life dying?  I recently read a word on the death of Jesus that was given in this room quite a long time ago in a ministry meeting.  The brother who spoke said that other persons were summoned into death, but the Lord Jesus was not summoned into death, He went into the realm of death of His own volition.  He went as the mighty Conqueror into that realm.  Think of what it meant to Him, how He recoiled from it.  It says of Him prophetically in Isaiah 53, “he hath poured out his soul unto death” (v.12): what a Person!  But He went in as invading it.  It has been said that Jesus was greater than the portal of death, He had to bow His head to go in there.  So He died; and then His precious blood was shed.  Think of the hatred of man, a soldier coming up and piercing the side of Jesus seeing He was already dead.  What hatred!  But that is how God’s love was shown:

‘Thy blood love’s answer gave’     (Hymn 230)

The precious blood of Jesus has been shed.  We have been redeemed, not by silver or gold, “but by precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish”, 1 Pet.1:19.  We thank God for the preciousness and the perfection of Jesus, and His precious blood.  Loving hands took Him down from the cross; God had persons in reserve.  But you think of Jesus being laid in the grave: it says in Psalm 16, “neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption” (v.10).  It was not possible that He could see corruption because He was sinless.  The Lord Jesus was a holy Person, “the holy thing”, so He could not see corruption.  He was three days and three nights in the heart of the earth to signify the removal of the man that had offended God.  What a complete and glorious work it was.  And then Jesus was raised by the glory of the Father.  It says, “according to the working of the might of his strength, in which he wrought in the Christ in raising him from among the dead”, Eph.1:19,20.  That is what God did: it was a selective resurrection of Jesus from among the dead.

The last the world saw of the Lord Jesus was on the cross, but He appeared to His own after He rose.  It says at the beginning of Acts that “he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs”, Acts 1:3.  I want you to be sure in your heart tonight that the Lord Jesus has been into death, and He has been there vicariously for all who trust Him, and that He has been raised from death.  The One I present to you tonight is a risen, living, glorious Saviour who is soon coming.  May it be soon!  We long for that day and it will be soon, and therefore there is an urgency.  We have been speaking of a beloved brother who has gone to be with Christ; it is urgent to know that you have the question of your sins settled now and that you have a link with Jesus on the other side of death.  Think of those who came to the tomb early; it says, “they found not the body of the Lord Jesus”, Luke 24:3.  That precious name - the Lord Jesus - was not used in the gospels until that point.  That name that we love to use, that name that can only be said in the power of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor.12:3), is the name that attaches to Him on the other side of death: “they found not the body of the Lord Jesus”.  Well, He is available for you tonight.  Not only was He raised by the glory of the Father, but He has been taken up; it says, “a cloud received him out of their sight”, Acts 1:9.  In John’s gospel He ascends in the greatness and power of His own Person.  Now He is at the Father’s right hand, and He is waiting for the Father’s word, and He will come.  The scripture says, “the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel’s voice and with trump of God”, 1 Thess.4:16.  He is coming, and tonight is your opportunity to know Him personally for yourself and have an impression of the greatness of Jesus and the fact that He loves you.

I wanted to speak about the amazing conversion of the Ethiopian man in Acts 8.  He was another person who received an impression of the Lord Jesus and His life was changed.  We have seen how Jacob’s life changed, we have thought of Simeon’s life, and how he did not want to stay in this world that was going to reject Jesus, and now we have another man whose life was changed.  What a great person he was, “a man in power under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who was over all her treasure”, and yet he was searching for something.  I would say to you tonight, however wealthy you might be or whatever type of job you might have or whatever university course you are following, these things are nothing compared to a link with Jesus, the Man of Isaiah 53.  This Ethiopian man had it all, and yet he had nothing because he did not have Christ.  It is an amazing sequence of events here in Acts.  In chapter 8 we have an African converted; in chapter 9 a Jew is converted, that is Saul; and in chapter 10 Cornelius, who was a Gentile, is converted.  It shows that God is no respecter of persons, He loves every one, and He is towards you in love tonight.  This man here accepts the gospel, he accepts Philip’s preaching – what a gospel it must have been.  

And then he says, “Behold water; what hinders my being baptised?”.  It is quite remarkable, and most people here will know this, that verse 37 in the Authorised Version is not really in the Bible.  This translation goes straight from verse 36 to verse 38.  It has been said that ‘verse 37 is not in Scripture, it savours of the hindrance of Laban’2, and that to me is a remarkable thing.  The enemy does not want you to commit yourself unreservedly to Jesus.  Verse 37 has been taken out by our translator and so verse 38 links on immediately after verse 36, “And he commanded the chariot to stop”.  I will always remember a brother preaching on this verse, and he said you have to bring your life to a stop.  You cannot continue on a pathway that is heading for disaster and for destruction; you have to stop and you have to change course.  That is what this man did, “he commanded the chariot to stop”, and then he was baptised.  He severed his link with this world, and he would be for Christ from this point on.  He had an impression of Jesus that changed his life.  He became a converted person, and that really is my desire tonight, that our hearts may be changed through receiving an impression of the Lord Jesus.

Now I would like to speak about Rebecca in Genesis 24.  Isaac is a wonderful type of Christ, and Rebecca of the assembly.  The work of the servant and his journey speaks to us of the Spirit of God securing a bride for Isaac, in principle the heavenly Man.  My simple impression is that Rebecca was not going to be hindered.  That can happen when somebody asks us a question in relation to our link with the Lord.  “And they called Rebecca and said to her, Wilt thou go with this man?  And she said, I will go”.  She had obviously been in the house, she had heard all that the servant had said about the greatness of Abraham and the greatness of Isaac and the fact that everything had been given into the hand of Isaac; in principle she was converted, she was happy to go.  Her brother Laban had influence in the house.  In verse 55 it says, “her brother and her mother said, Let the maiden abide with us some days, or say ten; after that she shall go”.  All I would say to you tonight is that the gospel is not a time for delay, so do not be distracted, do not be put off by negative thoughts or even what your own family may say to you.  This was not a helpful interjection from Rebecca’s brother and her mother, but she is set to go, she is as it were converted; she says, “I will go”.  What a wonderful result it would be through the gospel tonight if somebody in this room just said, ‘I will go, and I will commit myself to Christ, and I will commit myself to His people’.  I will tell you this, you will never ever regret it.

I suppose I could not finish in a better way than by repeating what our dear brother said on Wednesday; 

he said, ‘Commit yourself to the Lord Jesus, there is nothing else that is worthwhile’.  May you do so, for His name’s sake.

 

Preaching of the gospel, Grangemouth

11 December 2022

 

 

Colin Seeley

 

 

 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 30:25 (JND) [25] And it came to pass when Rachel had borne Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, Send me away, that I may go to my place and to my country.

Luke 2:25-35 (JND) [25] And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and [the] Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see [the] Lord's Christ. [27] And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and as the parents brought in the child Jesus that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, [28] *he* received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, [31] which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel. [33] And his father and mother wondered at the things which were said concerning him. [34] And Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary his mother, Lo, this [child] is set for the fall and rising up of many in Israel, and for a sign spoken against; [35] (and even a sword shall go through thine own soul;) so that [the] thoughts may be revealed from many hearts.

Acts 8:27-39 (JND) [27] And he rose up and went. And lo, an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a man in power under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who was over all her treasure, who had come to worship at Jerusalem, [28] was returning and sitting in his chariot: and he was reading the prophet Esaias. [29] And the Spirit said to Philip, Approach and join this chariot. [30] And Philip, running up, heard him reading the prophet Esaias, and said, Dost thou then know what thou art reading of? [31] And he said, How should I then be able unless some one guide me? And he begged Philip to come up and sit with him. [32] And the passage of the scripture which he read was this: He was led as a sheep to slaughter, and as a lamb is dumb in presence of him that shears him, thus he opens not his mouth. [33] In his humiliation his judgment has been taken away, and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth. [34] And the eunuch answering Philip said, I pray thee, concerning whom does the prophet say this? of himself or of some other? [35] And Philip, opening his mouth and beginning from that scripture, announced the glad tidings of Jesus to him. [36] And as they went along the way, they came upon a certain water, and the eunuch says, Behold water; what hinders my being baptised? [37] Not available [38] And he commanded the chariot to stop. And they went down both to the water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he baptised him. …

Genesis 24:56-58 (JND) [56] And he said to them, Do not hinder me, seeing Jehovah has prospered my way: send me away, and I will go to my master. [57] And they said, Let us call the maiden and inquire at her mouth. [58] And they called Rebecca and said to her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go.

Romans 1:1-4 (JND) [1] Paul, bondman of Jesus Christ, [a] called apostle, separated to God's glad tidings, [2] (which he had before promised by his prophets in holy writings,) [3] concerning his Son (come of David's seed according to flesh, [4] marked out Son of God in power, according to [the] Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of [the] dead) Jesus Christ our Lord;

1 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.

1 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.

2 Peter 3:9 (JND) [9] [The] Lord does not delay his promise, as some account of delay, but is longsuffering towards you, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

2 Peter 3:9 (JND) [9] [The] Lord does not delay his promise, as some account of delay, but is longsuffering towards you, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Romans 9:13 (JND) [13] according as it is written, I have loved Jacob, and I have hated Esau.

Hebrews 11:21 (JND) [21] By faith Jacob [when] dying blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshipped on the top of his staff.

Genesis 47:31 (JND) [31] And he said, Swear to me; and he swore to him. And Israel worshipped on the bed's head.

Luke 2:46 (JND) [46] And it came to pass, after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers and hearing them and asking them questions.

Luke 3:23 (JND) [23] And Jesus himself was beginning to be about thirty years old; being as was supposed son of Joseph; of Eli,

John 11:25 (JND) [25] Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live;

Isaiah 53:3 (JND) [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not.

John 13:1 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end.

John 13:1 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

1 Peter 1:19 (JND) [19] but by precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, [the blood] of Christ,

1 Peter 1:19 (JND) [19] but by precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, [the blood] of Christ,

Psalms 16 (JND) [1] {Michtam of David.} Preserve me, O God: for I trust in thee. [2] Thou [my soul] hast said to Jehovah, Thou art the Lord: my goodness [extendeth] not to thee; [3] To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent [thou hast said], In them is all my delight. …

Ephesians 1:19-20 (JND) [19] and what the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe, according to the working of the might of his strength, [20] [in] which he wrought in the Christ [in] raising him from among [the] dead, and he set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies,

Acts 1:3 (JND) [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God;

Luke 24:3 (JND) [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus.

1 Corinthians 12:3 (JND) [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit.

Acts 1:9 (JND) [9] And having said these things he was taken up, they beholding [him], and a cloud received him out of their sight.

Acts 1:9 (JND) [9] And having said these things he was taken up, they beholding [him], and a cloud received him out of their sight.

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (JND) [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first;

Acts 8 (JND) [1] And Saul was consenting to his being killed. And on that day there arose a great persecution against the assembly which was in Jerusalem, and all were scattered into the countries of Judaea and Samaria except the apostles. [2] And pious men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. [3] But Saul ravaged the assembly, entering into the houses one after another, and dragging off both men and women delivered them up to prison. …

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …



PAUL’S PRAYER


Ephesians 3:14-17

 

Christ dwells in the Father’s heart and fills it.  When here in flesh, handled and contemplated by the apostles, He was “with the Father” – the only begotten Son in the bosom of the Father.  He said, “I am in the Father.”  He ever dwelt in the Father’s affections.

Paul would have Christ to dwell in our hearts also, and to this end he bows his knees to the Father, desiring that we may be strengthened with might by the Father’s Spirit in the inner man.  This is the only scripture where the Holy Spirit is spoken of as the Spirit of the Father.  (In Matthew 10:20 it is “the Spirit of your Father” – a different thought.)  If we are strengthened by the Father’s Spirit, the One who dwells in the Father’s heart will dwell in our hearts.  Our faith will be strengthened to hold that blessed One in abiding occupation of our affections.

If the apostle bowed his knees to the Father about this, is it not fitting that we should do likewise?  A man bowing his knees to the Father, and strengthened by the Father’s Spirit so that the Christ dwells in his heart through faith, will surely be “rooted and grounded in love”.  His roots strike down into the rich soil of divine love and he draws thence invigoration for his whole moral being.  He is learning that “the Father loveth the Son and hath given all things into His hand” – learning the greatness of that Anointed One who will give effect to all the Father’s thoughts.

In this way we “may be able to apprehend with all saints, what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height.”  If the One who is the Centre and Head of God’s universe of bliss dwells in our hearts we shall be able to apprehend the blessed character of the whole system.  The Father is going to put the impress of Christ upon everything, and Christ will fill all things with the light and love of God.  The vast expanse of creation will be filled with the effulgence of God.  What a triumphant issue of all the ways of God!  Well may we worship in the contemplation of it!

“And to know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge.”  This is a far wider thought than His love to us, blessed as that is.  It is the deep, devoted love in which He has taken up all the Father’s counsels and will give full effect to them for the Father’s glory.  We miss a great deal of the fulness of Scripture by attaching things so much to ourselves.  The Father would have us to see the wonderful place that Christ holds in relation to a “vast universe of bliss,” and how He will pervade it all with His own love, so that it may be filled with what answers perfectly to the Father.  The love of Christ will extend to the utmost bounds of the universe of bliss.

We need not be afraid of losing anything by seeing the vastness of this.  It serves to enhance our appreciation of our own – that is, the assembly’s – peculiar place of nearness and union, for we are His body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all.  It is through the assembly that all that Christ is finds expression.  It will need the universe of bliss to show what the assembly is as the fulness of Christ.  Then we are His bride – the peculiar, unique, and glorious object of His love – presented to Himself for the satisfaction and delight of His heart. 

Then Paul would have us “filled even to all the fulness of God.”  The assembly is the vessel in which God’s fulness will be displayed throughout all ages.  The vessel is being formed and filled now, and will come out resplendent with divine glory to set forth the fulness of God in a reconciled universe.  How little do we take in these wondrous thoughts!  The assembly is the fulness of Christ to fill the universe with what is delightful to God, so that He may have rest and complacency in all things.  And the assembly is the vessel in which the fulness of God will shine forth, filling all things with light and love and blessedness.  We are being filled now in view of all this.  There is no less measure for us than the fulness of Christ and of God.  How blessed to be receiving of that fulness!

We may feel how very small we are to receive, but we are expanded and enlarged by receiving.  In natural things the more you put into a vessel the less room there is for more, but in divine things the more the vessel receives the greater its capacity becomes to receive more.  And, remember, the Father is “able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.”  Now is the time to receive the fulness; in another day all that is received will be displayed, and there will be unto God “glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages.  Amen.”

C A Coates ‘The Food of Life’ p.176,177.

(Quotations from scripture in this article are from both the Authorised Version and the Darby Translation.)

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 3:14-17 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love,

Matthew 10:20 (JND) [20] For *ye* are not the speakers, but the Spirit of your Father which speaks in you.



THE LORD’S SUPPER (NO. 1)


 

The first great thing to ascertain with regard to the Lord’s Supper is His own mind in instituting it.  It was evidently to be a remembrance of Himself in His death.  He addressed Himself to the eleven, so thoroughly bound in heart to Him.  It was a request which each heart then most eagerly responded to.  To remember Him was the paramount feeling in their hearts; He asked to be remembered by those who were most willing to accede to His request.

A sense of His love would be engendered in us, as the remembrance of Himself in death for us was revived to our hearts.  His love led Him to give up all things here that He was divinely and rightly entitled to as a man – for us; and the more this love and the manner of it came before our hearts the more should we be attached to Him and in heart dissociated from all that He had surrendered for us.  I would not call it a command – I feel I am invited by Him to do what my heart delights to do.  It is addressed to loving hearts, and hence I am – the deeper and fuller my remembrance of Him – where His love came out most fully, the more attached to Him.  I do not say that I bind myself to think of nothing but His death.  It is His death which draws my heart more to Himself in a very special way, which results in the responsibility which the Table expresses.

The Supper leads me into His great love for me, and the Table, which is fellowship with His death, is my answer to it.  I quite feel that the remembrance of my Saviour in death for me so affects me, that at that time He is more than ever before my heart, in the depths of His love for me, which many waters could not quench; but I always find that where there is a real effect produced on me, that I am then not so much occupied with the work which produced it (though the effect must carry with it the sense of the nature of the work) as with the One who did the work, and hence I believe the corn of the land accompanies the Supper, or rather follows it, as in the land, and as it did in John 14, which surely is the corn of the land, or Christ in glory.  Confining the mind to the mere act of Christ’s death, though that is the door by which we enter into this new region, would be limiting me to that which produced an effect, and would not leave room for the range and scope into which the effect would lead me.  Because when, by a fresh remembrance of His death, I enter into His love for me, I feed on Himself in death and in glory and I am determined in purpose of heart to be identified with His death here, which is the Table side.  It is the very sense of enjoying Him in glory to which I reach afresh in remembrance of His death, that prepares me in heart and desire to have fellowship of His blood here.  I walk along the Jordan the rest of my days, but on the heavenly side of it.  Thus death and glory are mine; glory where He is, and death where He was.  As I recall His death I am renewed in His love to rise to Himself where He is – the corn of the land; and I am prepared for the responsibility of being identified with His death in this place where He died for me!  I feel that any one who loves the Lord will easily agree with me.

 

J. B. Stoney Letters, Second Series / New Edition Vol.3 p.27
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Scripture references

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …



Notes


	[←1]
	 JT NS Vol.99 p.357




JT NS Vol. 89 p . 159

	[←2]
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